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FACE THE NATION 

 

01/04/09 Topics include: the Israeli-Hamas conflict: the land invasion of Gaza by Israel / the 

position of the United States regarding a cease-fire; the legacy of the President George W. 

Bush’s administration; a look back on the Iraq War: current state of Iraq / the reaction of 

Saddam Hussein to the news of the impending invasion by the United States / critique of 

the original strategy with regards to troop levels and military intelligence, specifically 

false information regarding weapons of mass destruction; the Bush administration’s 

program to monitor America’s international phone calls without a warrant / reaction to 

Senator Jay Rockefeller’s (D-WV) claim that he expressed concerns over the program 

with regards to civil liberties / support for the program and belief that the intelligence 

provided has protected America from another terrorist attack / how different actions need 

to be taken in wartime as opposed to peacetime in order to support and defend the 

Constitution; assertion that waterboarding is not torture / support for the methods of 

interrogation used by the CIA and a recommendation that President-elect Barack Obama 

continue those methods / justification for Guantanamo Bay to remain open 

Guest: Vice President Dick Cheney (R), Vice President of the United States 

 

01/11/09 1) Topics include: scandal involving the appointment of Roland Burris by Governor Rod 

Blagojevich to fill President-elect Barack Obama’s vacant Senate seat and whether or not 

the Senate will allow him to be seated / questions regarding the legality of the 

appointment process for Mr. Burris; President-elect Obama’s proposed stimulus package / 

opinion in the Senate regarding Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi’s view that President 

George W. Bush’s tax cuts must be repealed / changing the tax codes to favor working 

families 

2) Topics include: statement by the Illinois Supreme Court regarding Roland Burris’ 

appointment to the Senate as legal / assertion that the Senate should seat him and his 

desire to avoid creating any type of scene / questions regarding Governor Blagojevich’s 

scandal and whether or not that should affect the public’s perception of his appointment 

to the Senate / the motives behind Governor Blagojevich’s selection / plans, if any, to 

travel to Washington, DC to pursue taking his seat 

3) Topics include: support for not raising taxes during this time of great economic 

uncertainty / Speaker Pelosi’s desire to finalize the stimulus package before February 

recess / concerns in the House of Representatives and the Senate regarding the proposed 

stimulus package / the need to allow American families and small business keep more of 

what they earn / opposition to releasing the remaining emergency funds allotted in the 

economic rescue package 

Guests: Senator Dick Durbin (D-IL), Majority Whip (1); Roland Burris, Former Illinois 

Attorney General (2); Representative John Boehner (R-OH), Minority Leader (3) 
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FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

01/18/09 1) Topics include: President-elect Barack Obama’s proposed $825 billion economic 

recovery package / desire to see it approved within a month / includes provisions that will 

go into effect immediately, but is just one phase of his program; disagreement over the 

Bush tax cuts for upper income Americans - allow them to expire or repeal immediately; 

the current state of the American economy / belief that the unemployment rate will not 

reach ten percent; recent decision by Congress to release the remaining $350 billion in 

emergency funds to banks and financial institutions / focus of this distribution will not be 

on the needs of banks, but on the needs of the economy for credit / promise of full 

transparency and accountability this time around / President-elect Obama’s belief that the 

funds must serve the interest of the country and not of the banks or their executives; 

problems facing the Big Three automakers and the need to restructure the industry 

2) Topics include: President-elect Obama’s inaugural address / Mr. Dyson’s piece in The 

Washington Post suggesting that his roots, oratorically and rhetorically, are in the black 

church / what the speech must accomplish / need for a call of unity for the American 

people / how President-elect Obama’s background as a community organizer will come 

into play during his presidency / the significance of this event, not only for African-

Americans, but for the nation / how the past struggles of slavery, through the Civil Rights 

movement have made President-elect Obama and this moment possible / incredible spirit 

and anticipation regarding this inauguration 

Guests: Lawrence Summers, Director of the National Economic Council, Former 

Treasury Secretary under President Bill Clinton (1); Michael Eric Dyson, Georgetown 

University (2); John Dickerson, Chief Political Correspondent, Slate Magazine (2) 

 

01/25/09 Topics include: Vice President Joe Biden’s concept of the vice presidency, as President 

Barack Obama’s confidant versus a deputy president;  the worsening state of the 

American economy / President Obama’s proposed economic stimulus package and what it 

entails / hopes for bipartisan support / the release of the second $350 billion and the 

promise of transparency and accountability by the Obama Administration / speculation as 

to whether or not additional funds will need to be allocated to financial institutions; 

President Obama’s decision to close Guantanamo Bay / concern over the release of 

enemy combatants back into society and assurance that of those released, only United 

States citizens or legal residents will be allowed to return to the United States; last week’s 

attack across the Pakistani border against an al Qaeda force by an assumed American 

drone, which continued the former Bush Administration’s practice of granting permission 

to its forces to fire into Pakistan from Afghanistan / recent trip to Pakistan, Afghanistan, 

and Iraq: progress made in Pakistan in helping to train their counterinsurgency capability / 

the role of the Taliban and current conditions in Afghanistan / American public should 

expect more casualties as plans to further engage the enemy are implemented / need for a 

political reconciliation in Iraq and for the Iraqis to decide between a federal system or a 

strong central government; how his new position of vice president impacts his tendency to 

be outspoken and candid 

Guest: Vice President Joe Biden (D), Vice President of the United States 
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60 MINUTES 

 

01/04/09 “Is It Murder?” - a report on prosecutors who are pursuing harsher penalties, including 

murder convictions and long prison terms, for drunk drivers whose actions result in 

fatalities.  Discussed is the case of seven-year old Katie Flynn, killed by drunk driver 

Martin Heidgen.  Those interviewed are: Kathleen Rice, district attorney of Nassau 

County, New York; Jennifer and Neil Flynn, Katie Flynn’s parents; Chris and Denise 

Tangney, Katie Flynn’s grandparents; Steven Lamagna, Martin Heidgen’s attorney. (C: 

Bob Simon - P: Catherine Olian) 

“Mind Reading” - a report on the advancements in neuroscience with regards to 

monitoring brain activity linked to certain thoughts, making it now possible, on a very 

basic scale, to read a person’s mind.  Also discussed is how this technology can be used to 

help solve crimes and for marketing purposes.  Those interviewed are: neuroscientist 

Marcel Just and his colleague Tom Mitchell from Carnegie-Mellon University; 60 

MINUTES associate producer Meghan Frank, who took part in a brain scan 

demonstration; neuroscientist John Dylan Haynes from the Bernstein Center in Berlin; 

Paul Root Wolpe, Director of the Center for Ethics at Emory University in Atlanta, 

Georgia; neuroscientist Gemma Calvert, co-founder of the London company Neurosense 

(C: Lesley Stahl - P: Shari Finkelstein) 

“The Mad Scientist of Football” - an interview with Texas Tech football coach Mike 

Leach, who made up for a lack of money and top talent by creating an innovative offense 

that’s changing the game of college football and beating bigger schools which regularly 

attract the best talent in the nation.  Others interviewed were: writer Michael Lewis, 

author of “Moneyball,” a book about how disadvantaged teams succeed in elite sports; 

Texas Tech quarterback Graham Harrell and wide receiver Michael Crabtree (C: Scott 

Pelley - P: Shawn Efran and Catherine Herrick) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “Andy’s Inauguration Trivia” - Andy’s interesting factoids on 

Presidential inaugurations 

 

01/11/09 “The Price of Oil” - a report on how the historic swings in oil prices last year were the 

result of financial speculation from Wall Street investment banks and not supply and 

demand.  The role of Enron in the deregulation of the oil futures market is also discussed. 

Interviewed are: Dan Gilligan, president of the Petroleum Marketers Association; Sean 

Cota, member of the Petroleum Marketers Association, who is in the home heating oil 

business; Michael Masters, hedge fund manager; Michael Greenberger, former director of 

trading for the Commodity Futures Trading Commission (C: Steve Kroft - P: Leslie 

Cockburn) 

“The Chairman” - an interview/profile of Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Admiral 

Mike Mullen, who talks about how he will be advising President-elect Barack Obama on 

U.S. troop withdrawal from Iraq and deploying more troops to Afghanistan.  Includes 

footage of Mullen touring battlefields in Iraq, Afghanistan, and Pakistan. (C: David 

Martin - P: Mary Walsh) 

“Wyclef” - an interview/profile of musician Wyclef Jean, who is using his talent and 

wealth to help the people in his native Haiti.  Born into poverty in Haiti, he emigrated to 

the U.S. and became a multi-millionaire rock star. He is seen visiting Haiti and talking 

about Yele Haiti, the charity he created to help the people in Haiti. (C: Scott Pelley - P: 

Harry A. Radliffe II and Magalie Laguerre Wilkinson) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “Andy’s Favorite Holiday”  - Take a guess!  It’s not Christmas or 

New Years.  It’s the one that involves fireworks. 
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60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

01/18/09 PREEMPTED 

 

01/25/09 “The Winter of Our Hardship” - a report on the impact of the economic crisis on 

Wilmington, Ohio, whose residents have been hit particularly hard because the town’s 

largest employer, DHL, is shutting its domestic operation.  Many of the residents are 

losing their homes and health insurance.  Interviewed are DHL employees who have been 

laid off or had their hours reduced: Mike O’Machearley, Keith Rider, Morris Deufemia, 

John and Angela Pica, Bruce McKee, Geri Lynn Thomas, Diana Smith, Dorothy 

Faulconer.  Also interviewed are: David Raizk, Mayor of Wilmington City; Senator 

Sherrod Brown; Allen Willoughby, worker at the Sugar Tree Ministry’s soup kitchen. (C: 

Scott Pelley - P: Solly Granatstein and Nicole Young) 

“No Peace Deal” - a report from Israel and the West Bank, where the ongoing conflict in 

Gaza has prompted a growing number of Israelis and Palestinians to say that a two-state 

solution is no longer possible and that history has passed it by.  Interviewed: Daniella 

Weiss, Mayor of a large settlement in the West Bank; Doctor Mustafa Barghouti, 

candidate for Palestinian President; Abdul Nassif, Palestinian resident whose apartment 

has been occupied by armed Israeli soldiers; Meron Benvenisti, former Deputy Mayor of 

Jerusalem; Tzipi Livni, Israeli Foreign Minister who is also Israel’s chief negotiator with 

the Palestinians. (C: Bob Simon - P: Robert G. Anderson) 

“Wine Rx” - a report about resveratrol, a substance in red wine that scientists believe 

might do more than just protect the heart. They think it could, in very high concentrations, 

significantly extend life by preventing a number of age-related illnesses.  If they are right, 

we all may soon be taking a pill that could give us an extra decade or two of healthy old 

age.  Interviewed: Dr. Christoph Westphal and biochemist David Sinclair who founded 

Sirtris, a Cambridge, Massachusetts research company; Dr. Richard Weindruch, who 

heads up the study of the calorie intake of rhesus monkeys at the National Institutes of 

Health Study at the University of Wisconsin; Ricki Colman, project leader of the 

aforementioned study. (C: Morley Safer - P: Deirdre Naphin Curran and Katy Textor) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “Our New President” - Find out what Andy’s take is on President 

Barack Obama 
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48 HOURS MYSTERY 

 

01/03/09 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Betrayal” - an update of a report on the September 3, 2006 

disappearance of Nina Reiser, a Russian doctor who had married Hans Reiser, an 

American computer whiz.  The couple had two children, but their marriage began to fall 

apart and Nina began an affair with Sean Sturgeon, Hans’ best friend. Embroiled in a 

nasty custody fight, Nina dropped off the children at Hans’ house on Labor Day weekend 

and then mysteriously vanished.  Her body had never been found.  After investigation, 

Hans was arraigned on murder charges five weeks after Nina’s disappearance, and one 

year later, went on trial for her murder.  After three days of deliberation, the jury found 

him guilty of first degree murder and he was sentenced to 25 years to life. Update for 

this rebroadcast: In the summer of 2008, Hans Reiser offered to lead police to Nina’s 

body in exchange for a reduced verdict and reduced time in prison.  The police agreed; 

Hans led them to her remains, which he had buried just half a mile from his house. As part 

of the deal, Hans was required to provide a detailed confession of how he murdered Nina, 

and his voice is heard describing how he strangled her. One month later, the verdict 

against Hans was lowered to murder in the second degree, and sentenced him to 15 years 

to life. Graphic updates: Nina Reiser was buried in St. Petersburg, Russia. Her children 

will remain in Russia with Nina’s mother.  Hans Reiser will be eligible for parole in 2021.  

He will be 58 years old. (C: Maureen Maher - P: Paul LaRosa, Gayane Keshishyan, Allen 

Alter) (OAD: 06/03/08) 

 

01/10/09 48 HOURS SPECIAL PRESENTATION: “Stolen Beauty” - a report on the October 

2005 disappearance of Tara Grinstead, an 11th grade history teacher and beauty pageant 

queen from Ocilla, Georgia -- and a similar case three months later, in January 2006, 

involving Jennifer Kesse, a financial analyst from Orlando, Florida, who disappeared after 

she returned home from a vacation in St. Croix with her boyfriend.  This account includes 

background details, surrounding circumstances, and the consideration of a possible link 

between the two cases, as well as information regarding the ongoing investigation by the 

Georgia Bureau of Investigation and the Orlando Police Department.  Among those 

interviewed are: Connie Grinstead, Tara’s stepmother; Gary Rothwell, special agent with 

the Georgia Bureau of Investigation; Rob Allen, Jennifer’s boyfriend; several members of 

Jennifer’s family; Sergeant Roger Brennan and Detective Joel Wright of the Orlando 

Police Department. (C: Peter Van Sant - P: Katherine Davis). (OAD: 07/01/08 as 48 

HOURS VANISHED: “Stolen Beauty”) 

 

01/17/09 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Peace, Love And Murder” - A report on the murder of 

housewife Toni Heartsong, killed in her Jupiter, Florida home on September 26, 2000.  

That day, police received a phone call from her husband Bob Heartsong saying that he 

had come home from work to discover her dead body, brutally bludgeoned and stabbed.  

For various reasons, Bob was initially eliminated as a possible suspect, but in 2006, new 

DNA technology revealed the presence of his blood under Toni’s thumbnail and his DNA 

on her hand.  He was arrested, and in 2008 he was tried for her murder. The blood 

evidence presented by the prosecution was deemed inconclusive, and the jury rendered a 

verdict of not guilty. Among those interviewed are: Barry Soren, Toni’s brother; her 

cousins Mel and Sandra Sorkowitz, Deb Schepp, Elissa LeJeune; Toni’s sons Eli and Jake 

Heartsong; Florida State investigator Tim Valentine; Steve Kochakian, a former 

employee of Bob Heartsong; Suzye Goldstein, Bob Heartsong’s new wife; Palm Beach 

County police John Van Houten, Bill Springer; prosecutor Barbara Burns; defense 

attorney Barry Maxwell; jury foreman Tony Alberto. (C: Harold Dow - P: Alec Sirken, 

Lourdes Aguiar) 
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48 HOURS MYSTERY (continued) 

 

01/24/09 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Lady In The Harbor” - A report on the September 2006 

murder of aspiring actress Barbara Mullenix, whose body was discovered in the water at 

the Newport Harbor Yacht Club in California. She had been stabbed fifty-two times.  An 

initial suspect was her ex-husband, Bruce Mullenix.  Despite their divorce, Bruce had 

agreed to let Barbara and their 17-year-old daughter Rachael move into his small 

Huntington Beach apartment, a situation that worsened when Barbara would drink and 

become verbally abusive.  But Bruce was soon ruled out as a suspect because he had been 

out of town on a business trip.  Investigators’ attention then turned to Rachael and her 21-

year-old boyfriend, Ian Allen, who were nowhere to be found after the murder.  When 

they were finally apprehended and questioned, Ian admitted to killing Barbara, and 

Rachael was also accused of the murder.  Both Ian And Rachael were tried separately.  

Each was found guilty of first degree murder, and each was sentenced to 25 years to life. 

Includes interviews with Bruce Mullenix; Rachael Mullenix; Newport police investigators 

Steve Mack and Joe Cartwright; Kelsey Douglas, friend of Rachael Mullenix; Sonia 

Balleste, Orange County prosecutor; David Cohn, Rachel’s attorney; Sean Enloe, 

pathologist; Dr. Al Ravitz, child psychiatrist.  (C: Erin Moriarty - P: Ira Sutow, Allen 

Alter) 

 

01/31/09 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Conspiracy To Kill” - A report on the suspiciously similar 

circumstances surrounding the deaths, 19 years apart, of the two husbands of Sonia Rios, 

who herself was later murdered.  Rios, a native of the Philippines, first married Earl 

Bourdeau, a U.S. Marine whom she met in the Philippines.  They settled in Lomita, 

California. After a stormy 21-year marriage, Earl wanted a divorce.  But before Sonia 

would grant him one, she demanded that he go to the Philippines by himself to sell a 

family taxi business. Earl went, and, in August 1987, while sleeping on the couch in the 

home of Sonia’s relatives, he was shot in the head at point-blank range.  In 1990, Sonia 

then married Navy Commander Larry Risken.  By 2006, their marriage had deteriorated, 

and Larry wanted a divorce.  Sonia consented, but only if Larry went alone on a long-

planned trip to the Philippines to visit two of Sonia’s young relatives of whom he was 

very fond.  He made the trip, and in April 2006 Larry was killed in the parking lot of a 

hospital there.  One year later, in April 2007, Sonia herself was shot to death in her 

Lomita, California home.  Both Earl and Larry’s families are convinced that Sonia had 

both of her husbands murdered for their insurance money.  But the murders of both men -- 

and the murder of Sonia Rios -- remain unsolved.  Includes interviews with Sherry 

Jackson, sister of Larry Risken; Dennis Bourdeau, brother of Earl Bordeau; Larry Altman, 

crime reporter; Henry Hoskins, friend of Sonia Rios; Bong Oteza, private investigator; 

Mike Rodriguez, L.A. County Sheriff’s detective; Dr. Rachel Fortun, forensic pathologist.  

(C: Peter Van Sant - P: Joe Halderman, Sara Rodriguez) 
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CBS NEWS SPECIAL 

 

01/20/09 CBS NEWS SPECIAL: “Change And Challenge: The Inauguration Of Barack 

Obama” - a broadcast that includes (1) a  review and taped excerpts of the events 

surrounding today’s inauguration of Barack Obama as President of the United States; (2) 

an interview by Katie Couric with then-President-Elect Obama on a wide range of topics, 

recorded last week for this broadcast; (3) interviews with several Americans (Avery 

Jordan, a ten-year-old from Oklahoma; Maura Sullivan, a former Marine Corps Captain; 

and Edith Childs, a councilwoman from Greenwood, South Carolina) about their own 

feelings about the impact of Obama’s election; (4) interviews with relatives of slain civil 

rights leader Medgar Evers, including his widow Myrlie and his great-nieces Courtney 

and Corrie Cockrell; (5) an interview with Marty Nesbit, a close friend of President 

Obama; (6) the contrast between today’s events and the racial attitudes in America’s past, 

including comments by Theodore Landsmark, victim of an attack by anti-busing 

protesters in Boston in 1976, and Elizabeth Eckford who, as a 15-year-old in 1957, was 

part of the attempt to integrate Little Rock Central High School. Correspondents: Katie 

Couric (anchor, National Building Museum, Washington, D.C.); Chip Reid; Byron Pitts 

(3); Harold Dow (4); Erin Moriarty (5); Richard Schlesinger (6). Executive Producer: 

Susan Zirinsky 
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