
 

 

Description of Programs Providing Most 

Significant Treatment of Community Issues 

 

Program    Day   Time 

 
Eyewitness News This Morning Monday – Friday 5:00 - 7:00 am 

 

Eyewitness News at Noon  Monday – Friday  12:00N - 12:30 pm 

 

Eyewitness News at 5:00  Monday – Friday 5:00 - 5:30 pm 

 

Eyewitness News at 6:00  Monday – Friday 6:00 -   6:30 pm 

 

Eyewitness News at 10:00  Monday – Friday 10:00 - 10:35 pm 

 

Eyewitness News Saturday Morning Saturday  8:00 – 10:00 am 

 

Eyewitness News Weekend  Saturday  6:00 -   6:30 pm 

     Saturday  10:00 - 10:35 pm 

 

Eyewitness News Weekend  Sunday  5:30 -   6:00 pm 

     Sunday  10:00 – 11:00 pm 

 

All of KWCH-DT News programs are locally produced live news 

programs that present a mix on news, weather, sports, and issue 

related stories. The issue responsive program segments are usually 

two minutes in duration, unless otherwise noted. 

 

Public Service   All Days  Any times 

 

KWCH-DT broadcasts local and national public service 

announcements of varying lengths throughout its broadcast 

schedule. Some of the announcements are part of campaigns on 

one subject. 



 

 

CBS Network Programming 

 Program   Day   Time 

 

 
60 Minutes   Sundays  6:00 pm 

This is a CBS public affairs program featuring investigative reporting on issues facing the 

American public.  

 

48 Hours Mystery  Saturdays  9:00 pm 

This CBS program is an hour-long investigation on one current issues with a different 

topic each program. 

 

Sunday Morning  Sundays   8:00 am 

Produced by CBS News, this hour and a half program presents news and current issue 

stories as well as human-interest features. 

 

Face The Nation  Sundays  9:30 am 

A weekly half hour CBS program discussing a spectrum of national and international 

issues. 

 

CBS Up To The Minute Monday - Friday 2:30am - 4:30am 

Overnight Daily CBS News program features news, weather, issue-oriented stories, 

health tips and general interest items. 

 

CBS Morning News  Monday – Friday 4:30am – 5:00am 

Daily CBS News program features news, weather, issue-oriented stories, health tips and 

general interest items. 

 

The CBS Early Show  Monday – Friday 7:00 – 9:00 am 

 

The CBS Evening News  Monday – Friday 5:30 – 6:00 pm 

 

The Saturday Early Show Saturdays  6:00 - 8:00 am 

 

 



 

 

Features in Newscasts 
 

 

Newstalk  
Monday through Friday Morning & Noon Newscasts 

 

Locally produced segment that runs approximately 2-4 minutes during the 

Noon and morning Newscast with live call-ins answering questions about 

healthcare, pet care, plant care, and home economics. 

 

Daily Birthdays  
Monday through Friday Morning Newscasts 

 

Community Involvement  

Viewers send in their birthday announcements for any relative or friend 

and the birthday person‟s picture is shown. A daily winner of the Channel 

12 Morning Newscast coffee mug is awarded to one of the birthday 

persons. 

 

Answerback 12 

 Sundays 10:00pm  

 

Locally produced feature including viewer‟s comments and answering 

viewer‟s questions about programming and other general questions about 

KWCH 12. 

 

FactFinder 12  Investigations 

  Newscasts on various days and times 

 

Locally produced investigative reports of consumer complaints. 

 

Crime Watch 

Newscasts on various days and times 

 

Locally produced reports on local/state crime and safety. 

 

Education 

Newscasts on various days and times 

 

Locally produced stories on local/state schools and education issues 

 

Economy 

Newscast on various days and times 

 

Locally produced stories on local/state economy and on issues that affect 

viewers‟ economic livelihood. 



 

 

 

Consumer Watch 
5pm Newscast Tuesday-Wednesday-Friday 

Various other times 

 

Stories on new products available and whether they work.   

Also anything related to product recalls, and other consumer-type 

situations.  

 

 
 

 



 

 

No News Series were produced during the Third Quarter of 2007. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNFLOWER BROADCASTING, INC. 

KWCH-TV, WICHITA, KS 

 

THIRD QUARTER 2007 

 

QUARTERLY SIGNIFICANT PROGRAMS REPORT 

 

 

 

Covered the period beginning June 1, 2007 

Ending September 30, 2007 

 

 

Station KWCH –TV is a CBS Network affiliate in its service area.  In carrying out its 

responsibilities as a public trustee, the station deals with and is responsive to the principal 

issues arising in its community on a continuing basis.  A variety of specials, public 

service announcements, public affairs programs and broadcasts on matter of concern to 

our community are supplemented, in some cases, with in-community projects.  Our most 

significant programming, which has dealt with current community issues during the 

preceding three-month period, is set forth below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Specific Treatment of Community Issues  

 

News stories carried in any of five daily newscasts, Monday through Friday,  

and on three per day newscasts on Saturday, and on two per day newscasts on 

Sunday, ranging in length of 45 seconds or more, address community issues.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
COMMUNITY ISSUES 

 

 

Crime - Channel 12 reports regularly on criminal activity throughout the entire Channel 

12 viewing area as well as the rest of the country and the world.  Here we are listing just 

a few of the stories that were included in our newscast this quarter. 

 

Community - Events impacting the quality of life, including community caring and 

involvement. 

 

Economy - The economy is of major importance to Kansas residents.  Continuing growth 

keeps our employment rate high; new contract acquisitions by the local aircraft 

manufacturers, old businesses leaving town, new businesses coming in, proposed tax 

increases/decreases, and major weather concerns for residences and businesses. All of 

these factors impact the community, and are of ongoing interest and concern for our 

viewing audience.  

 

Education - Channel 12 has updated its method of covering educational issues in its 

viewing area, with the assignment of one reporter to focus solely on education. 

 

Environment - Environment issues and concerns are of interest to the Channel 12 

viewing area  and are aired regularly in our newscasts to keep our viewers as informed as 

possible of the latest in  Environmental technology, treatments, advisories, etc.   

 

Health & Safety - The well-being of Channel 12 viewers is always our top concern and 

the Channel 12 News Team is on top of every issue from traffic hazards to severe 

weather warnings, school closings, fire safety, disaster preparedness and emergency 

situations.  And, with severe weather season, storm spotter training meetings are held 

several times a week in locations throughout the Channel 12 viewing area all over the 

state. 

 

Politics - Channel 12 makes sure to convey to viewers the issues and decisions by city, 

county and state government can affect them.     
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CRIME Q-3  

 

07/01/07 

10pm 

A teenager is shot after he leaves an Old Town restaurant with some friends.  The 17 year-old 
tells police he was leaving Playa Azul Mexican restaurant after midnight when he got into a fight 
with two people.  He says during the fight the suspect pulled a gun and shot him in the shoulder.  
He drove himself to the hospital.  Police have a description of the suspects...but no arrests have 
been made in this case. 
 
07/02/07 

6pm 

An argument at a Wichita birthday party leaves one man dead in the CrimeWatch.  It all started 
here on West 24th Street around three Sunday morning.  Police say the suspect left the house 
after the argument’ but came back later saying he forgot his cell phone.  Party goers tell 
authorities he brought back a gun and started shooting.  A 21 year old man was hit in the side.  
His dad then tackled the shooter becoming a victim himself.  The 57 year old was shot and later 
died at the hospital.  The suspect took off, but police caught up with him. 

 
07/03/07 

5am 

Wichita police are investigating a shooting after a man walks into a hospital.  He was shot in the 
leg yesterday evening.  Witnesses were able to lead officers to the 29-hundred block of East 
Stadium.  Police say they have several leads but haven't arrested anyone. 
 

07/04/07 

10pm 

A Wichita abortion doctor's clinic is targeted by vandals.  In the CrimeWatch…Dr. George Tiller's 
attorney says someone glued an outside water faucet on and then ran a hose up to the clinic's 
roof.  They drilled two holes then put the water hose inside to flood it.  The security system did go 
off and authorities were able to shut off the water.  Tiller's attorney says incidents like this will not 
stop the doctor from practicing.  Monnat says Tiller will step up security after this incident.  The 
doctor plans to open for patients tomorrow. 
 
07/05/07 

6pm 

Prosecutors up the charges against Asa Adams.  Opening the CrimeWatch this 
Thursday...Adams is the mother accused of burning her 18-month old daughter.  The girl later 
died.  Prosecutors originally charged Adams with aggravated battery.  She now faces a charge of 
first degree felony murder.  A young boy was also removed from Adams' home and placed in 
protective custody.  Adams goes back to court July 26th. 
 

07/06/07 

5pm 

A 69-year-old Salina woman is arrested; police say she had sex with an underage runaway boy.  
Investigators say the 15-year-old and two other teens ran away from St. Francis Academy and 
ended up here at the woman's apartment.  Neighbors say they are shocked.  Donna Regina 
Goracke is charged with aggravated indecent liberties. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

CRIME Q-3 cont. 

 

07/07/07 

8am 

In this morning's CrimeWatch...police find an 8-year-old autistic boy locked in a vehicle with his 
drunken father.  It happened in the Wal-Mart parking lot in west Wichita.  It was 87 degrees 
outside and police say the temperature inside the truck was well over one-hundred.  A passerby 
alerted police.  Police say the pair had been there for at least an hour with the windows up.  The 
witness says the boy was scratching windows and hitting his father...but the dad was not 
responding.  The boy is fine and now back with his mother.  The woman says she believes her 
ex-husband is on a new medication and may have taken too much.  His blood alcohol content 
was nearly twice the legal limit.  He was arrested for aggravated child endangerment and DUI. 
 

07/08/07 

10pm 

Wichita police investigate another shooting this time over beer.  Opening the crime watch...it 
happened just after two this morning in the 2-hundred block of South Lorraine.  That's where 
police say a fight over beer ended with a man being shot four-times.  A friend drove the 21-year-
old victim to Wesley Medical Center where doctors admitted him in critical condition.  Police are 
looking for two men they say are involved in the shooting. 
 

07/09/07 

6pm 

Continuing tonight's crime watch...police arrest a 19-year old accused of shooting a man four 
times early Sunday morning.  It happened in the 200 block of South Lorraine.  Police say 30 to 40 
people were at a party when an argument broke out over beer.  They say the shooter was not in 
the initial argument but got involved in a later heated discussion.  The victim of the shooting was 
driven to Wesley Medical Center by a friend.  The doctors admitted him in critical condition.  
Police say the victim is a known gang member but they have no reason to believe the shooting 
was gang-related. 
 

07/10/07 

6pm 

Continuing tonight's CrimeWatch...a 27-year old homeless man is accused of stabbing two customers 

inside a Topeka Bank.  Police say the man walked into the bank yesterday and began yelling incoherently 

at the tellers.  He then stabbed a man and a woman and left the bank on his bike.  The two people were 

taken to the hospital with non-life-threatening injuries.  Police arrested the man four hours later in 

someone's back yard.  The bank shut down for the day while police gathered evidence. 

 

07/11/07 

5pm 

Investigators are waiting for an autopsy to tell them how a Wichita man died.  The man's body was found 

last night in his home near 2nd and Millwood.  Police were called there to a possible burglary.  Last night 

police told us the man's body had signs of trauma, but investigators didn't know what caused it.  The 

coroner's expected to perform an autopsy looking for more answers tomorrow. 

 

07/12/07 

10pm 

Police say another man found dead in his home is the city's 25th homicide of the year.  Police say the 47 

year old man was shot in the chest.  The man's landlord called police when he hadn't seen his tenant in a 

few days and saw the front door open.  Officers found the man's body and bags of marijuana inside the 

house.  They think he was killed in a drug related robbery.  Police believe the murderer ransacked the house 

looking for something to steal. 

 

 

 



 

 

CRIME Q-3 cont. 

 

07/13/07 

5pm 

A mom who gave crack to her kids got probation with the stipulation she stay clean.  But Juanita Lucero is 

now headed to prison after testing positive for cocaine.  Lucero pleaded guilty in March to two counts of 

aggravated child endangerment.  Police say she gave drugs to her nine and ten year old kids.  Lucero was 

placed on probation for 12 months. 

 

07/14/07 

8am 

Overland Park police are on the lookout for stolen sports items, including a Super Bowl ring.  More than 

50-thousand dollars worth of property was taken from the home of former Green Bay packer‟s player Frank 

Winters.  He arrived home to find his garage open and window broken.    The thieves made off with 

winters' 1997 super bowl ring as well as his NFC Championship ring.   Neighbors say there have been 

numerous burglaries in the area the past few weeks.  Police have alerted area pawn shops to keep an eye out 

for the rings and other memorabilia that was stolen. 

 

07/15/07 

5:30pm 

Police Chief Norman Williams released numbers on how many gang members were arrested last year and 

so far this year.  In 2006, 746 total arrests were made.  Already this year, police have made 515 arrests.  

Chief Williams also gave an update on the homicide rate in Wichita.  In the first half of this year, there 

have been 23 homicides that are compared to 11 this same time last year. 

 

07/16/07 

5pm 

Wichita police arrest two people; protestors at abortion doctor George Tiller's church.  Police say the two 

men disrupted communion yesterday at the Reformation Lutheran church where Dr. Tiller and his wife 

regularly attend.  The 19-year-old man was from California, the 28-year-old from Arizona both were 

arrested at the scene.  Police said they were shouting and causing a disruption.  The men are linked to an 

anti-abortion rights group that's aimed at high school and college students.  The group held a 3-day vigil in 

Wichita over the weekend to protest Dr. Tiller. 

 

07/18/07 

10pm 

Two Chautauqua County men face charges accused of kidnapping and raping a 14 year old girl.  

Prosecutors say the attack happened July 9th and 10th.  Aaron Terning is charged with aggravated 

kidnapping and rape.  He is being held on one million dollars bond along with Stephen Greger who is 

charged with aggravated kidnapping, rape and aggravated criminal sodomy.  Preliminary hearings for the 

two are set for next month. 

 

07/19/07 

7am 

They admit to leaving threatening notes in their school bathroom.  Now they'll have to say they're sorry for 

it.  In May the Winfield Middle and High schools were evacuated when administrators found the threats.  A 

12 and 16 year old boy pleaded guilty and were sentenced to one year probation.  They'll also have to write 

apology letters to the school newspaper and perform 300 hours of community service. 

 

07/20/07 

5pm 

A Wichita man is arrested accused of driving drunk with his four children in the car.  Police say the man's 

car hit a street sweeper on Kellogg last night; the two vehicles got stuck together.  The 25-year-old man's 

wife and children were with him, the oldest child is a four year old girl.  No-one was hurt but police 

arrested the man for DUI and child endangerment. 

 



 

 

CRIME Q-3 cont. 

 

07/21/07 

8am 

Cowley County deputies find the decomposing bodies of a husband and wife inside their home in the town 

of Rock.  The Cowley County Sheriff said Paul and Jacquelyn Anderson had a suicide pact, but aren't sure 

who died first.  The couple moved into this subdivision a few years ago from a bigger city, but a neighbor 

says they never quite fit in.  They disagreed with other homeowners over who should take care of their 

private road.  Donna Bates says she got along with the couple, but they kept to themselves.  Along with the 

couple deputies found several dead pets. 

 

07/22/07 

10pm 

Police say more information will be released tomorrow about a woman's body found in a Wichita motel.  

Workers at the Auto Motel found the woman's body yesterday morning after they went to get an extra key 

they said she'd borrowed.  Police said they were investigating the situation as a homicide after finding the 

woman had trauma to her head.  Her name has not been released.  

 

07/23/07 

10pm 

Police say they know who shot 11 head of cattle on a ranch northwest of Pratt.  The cattle were found 

earlier this month.  6 were dead.  Police say others were still alive but had to be destroyed.  The Pratt 

County Sheriff‟s office says it has arrest warrants for two suspects a 25 and 18 year old.  There was a 17 

thousand dollar reward for information leading to a conviction. 

 

07/24/07  

10pm 

A Butler County Sheriff's Deputy serving an eviction is shot.  And the El Dorado man who pulled the 

trigger is now dead.  Neighbors say the man shot the deputy in the foot and then barricaded himself in the 

house.  The Butler County Swat Team waited more than two hours before going in after him.  No shots 

were fired when they entered; so it's still not clear how the man died.  Once he fired the initial shot at the 

deputy officers‟ quickly evacuated neighbors.  Butler county Sheriff Craig Murphy says in the 30 years he's 

been with the department this is the first time any of his men have been shot. 

 

07/25/07 

10pm 

Shooting, just to watch them die.  Now the Pratt County Sheriff says the two men who killed seven cattle 

are behind bars.  They turned themselves in today.  A 17 thousand dollar reward was offered for an arrest 

and conviction but the sheriff says he received no tips in the case.  Four other cattle were also shot and are 

still recovering. 

 

07/26/07 

6pm 

A judge says a Wichita mother accused of killing her little girl will go to trial.  Asa Adams was in court this 

morning; she says she's not guilty.  Her 20 month old daughter went to the hospital in May with severe 

burns and a head injury.  She later died; her mother was then charged with first degree murder.  A police 

detective involved in the investigation took the stand today.  He says Adams' told him she let the girl play 

in the bathtub at the family's apartment the day she received her injuries.  She told police the girl hit her 

head on the tub, and the injuries to her legs weren't burns, adding that's just what happens when you're in 

bathwater for an hour. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

CRIME Q-3 cont.   

 

07/27/07 

6pm 

In the CrimeWatch, an argument leaves one man dead.  It all began in the 800-block of north poplar around 

7-30 last night.  Wichita police say Gary Cooks was arguing with people there, and brought out a gun.  

That's when authorities say a 25 year old man did the same and shot cooks.   The 45 year old man was 

pronounced dead at the hospital.  The suspect took off, but was arrested a short time later on south Ellis.  

Police say he was hiding out at a relative‟s house.  Homicide detectives say the victim's weapon was 

actually a pellet gun. 

 
07/28/07 

10pm 

A home invasion robbery tops tonight's crime watch…Wichita police say two men entered an apartment on 

East Lincoln around 2:30 this morning.  Investigators say the thieves held the four people inside at 

gunpoint.  The men took the people's wallets and purses before leaving.  They were last seen in a black 

Isuzu Rodeo.  The victims are all okay but one of them was hit in the face.  Police have not made any 

arrests. 

 

07/29/07 

10pm 

Wichita police are investigating a pair of home invasion robberies over the weekend; but haven't said 

whether the two are related.  The latest happened in the 25-hundred block of East Pawnee.  That's where 

police say two men held a third person at gunpoint.  They demanded money and then took off.  The victim 

was not hurt.  A few blocks away four people were robbed at an apartment complex on East Lincoln 

Saturday morning.  So far, no one's been arrested in either incident. 

 

07/30/07 

5pm 

A Fort Riley soldier is arrested in connection with the death of another soldier.  Police say 27-year-old 

Sergeant Castulo Salas shot and killed 21-year-old Specialist Christian Quinones.  It happened in Junction 

City, Kansas over the weekend.  Authorities haven't released details of the shooting. 

 

07/31/07 

10pm 

These men face charges, accused of shooting 11 head of cattle.  Prosecutors charged Thomas Westerhaus 

and Tyler Bosley with intentionally killing an animal, criminal damage and unlawful discharge of a 

firearm.  The Pratt County Sheriff says they fired at a pasture full of cattle simply to watch them die.  11 

animals were hit seven killed.  The cattle owner suffered more than 15 thousand dollars in damage from the 

shootings. 

 

08/01/07 

10pm 

Two teens face charges accused of plotting to steal a pregnant woman's baby.  Prosecutors say 19 year old 

Lauren Gash of Odessa, Missouri and 17 year old Alisa Bettes of Atchinson, Kansas kidnapped the 18 year 

old pregnant woman.  And took her to a mote where they tied her up planning to cut her baby from her 

womb.  Police say Lauren gash sat on the woman's belly and tried to break her neck before Alisa Bettes got 

cold feet and called police.  The victim met the women online.  They planned to meet in person when the 

suspects promised to sell her baby clothes.  Police found duct tape, rope and a fake birth certificate inside 

the motel room. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

CRIME Q-3 cont. 

 

08/02/07 

5am 

The Holiday Inn sniper will be in prison at least another 10 years.  Parole was denied for Michael Soles.  

Soles had been in prison since 1976 when he climbed to the top of the Holiday Inn in downtown Wichita 

and opened fire killing three and hurting eight others.  At his parole hearing in earlier this year, a number of 

people urged the board to keep soles in prison.  No one spoke in favor of letting him out. 

           
08/03/07 

5pm 

A Wichita abortion doctors turns himself in to face the charges against him.  Dr. George Tiller is charged 

with 19 misdemeanor counts.  Attorney General Paul Morrison filed them saying, tiller broke the law when 

he consulted a doctor he's affiliated with on late-term abortions.  Tiller went to the Sedgwick County 

Sheriff's office, was processed and was released on his own recognizance his attorney says that's common 

in misdemeanor cases.  Tiller pleaded not guilty to the charges. 

 

08/04/07 

8am 

Police are warning people to look out for falling rocks in an area along the Arkansas River.  For the second 

time this week, someone threw a large rock through the windshield of a moving car.  The latest incident 

happened around 2:30 this morning at McLean and Elizabeth.  Earlier this week, Tom Glisson says he 

thought a bird was coming at his truck before a large chunk of asphalt crashed through his windshield.  

Glisson wasn't injured but is worried someone will get hurt if the vandals aren't caught.  He paid more than 

4-hundred dollars to fix his windshield.  Police encourage drivers who see anything suspicious in the area 

to call 911especially at night. 

 

08/05/07 

10pm 

Wichita police are looking for the person who stabbed a man in the face.  It happened around three this 

morning near Meridian and MacArthur.  That's where officers found a 23-year-old man with blood dripping 

from his cheek.  Paramedics took him to Saint Francis Hospital.  He's in serious condition tonight.  Police 

do not have a suspect. 

 
08/06/07 

5pm 

Wichita police say they broke-up an illegal gambling game.  Two officers in plain clothes went into a house 

on East Dunham after receiving a gambling complaint.  There, they found several people gambling during a 

card game.  18 men and women from 20 to 74 years old were given notices to appear in court and were let 

go.  Police say they also seized a couple of thousand dollars from the table and from people.  In Wichita it 

is illegal to gamble any amount of money or property on a card, dice or skill game. 

 

08/07/07 

10pm 

Police say they have a man involved the death of a Wichita woman.  They've been looking for 20 year old 

Donavan Thompson since June when Teresa Hasting was killed.  She was beaten and shot while trying to 

keep gang members out of her bar.  Monday afternoon Oklahoma sheriff's deputies arrested Thompson at 

his mother's house on an unrelated warrant.  Hastings' family says they've put up wanted posters for 

Thompson everyday for two months.  They're happy he's now in custody.  Thompson is awaiting 

extradition in Oklahoma and has not been charged in connection with Hastings' death.  Two other men have 

been charged with aggravated battery accused of beating Hastings before she was shot. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

CRIME Q-3 cont. 

 

08/08/07 

10pm 

A 14 year old girl pleads guilty to having sex with a 13 year old boy.  Two months ago the Wellington teen 

said she was forced to have sex, but the prosecutor says evidence shows it was consensual.  The girl 

pleaded to contributing to the delinquency of as minor.  The prosecutor is suggesting two years probation, 

80 hours community service and she'll have to write a report on the effects of falsely accusing someone of 

rape.  A judge will have to approve the recommendations next month. 

 

08/09/07 

12pm 

The kid insisted he didn't do it.  Now a judge has agreed acquitting him on charges of setting fire to a 

school in Seneca, Kansas.  Prosecutors charged 14-year-old Damon Miller with arson but after five hours 

of testimony, the judge found miller not guilty.  The fire caused five million dollars in damage and forced 

students to finish the school year scattered in classrooms across the county.  But the state fire marshal's 

office said it couldn't determine if the fire was set on purpose or an accident. 

 

08/10/07 

6pm 

It could be weeks before charges are filed against the man police say killed a Wichita bar owner.  Police 

have been looking for Donavan Thompson since Teresa Hastings was shot to death.  This week they found 

him in Oklahoma City.  Now he's in the Sedgwick County jail without bond.  A judge says he violated a 

previous bond stemming from drug charges.  That gives police more time to build a murder case without 

violating Donavan's right to a speedy trial. 

 

08/11/07 

9am 

They made more than one million dollars worth of false claims to Medicaid.  Now a Wichita couple will 

spend the next seven and a half years in prison for it.  The U.S. Attorney's office says Peggy and Johnnie 

Franklinel obtained Medicaid numbers from vulnerable individuals.  They ran an alcohol and drug 

rehabilitation center.  The two submitted false claims for services that were never provided. 

 

08/12/07 

10pm 

A woman jumps into the Arkansas River to escape an attacker.  Police say a man tried to rob the woman in 

the 4-hundred block of West Douglas early this morning.  The woman tells police the man pulled a knife on 

her.  She managed to push him away and jump into the water to escape.  The woman suffered minor 

injuries from the fall but is otherwise okay. 

 

08/13/07 

6pm 

Police say drugs were being sold out of this house on North Volutsia where 20-year-old Ricky Stewart was 

shot and killed over the weekend.  Stewart's girlfriend says two men broke into their house...and demanded 

drugs and money.  The men took her purse and some marijuana.  While they were on front porch...Stewart 

shut the door and was leaning against it to keep it shut.  One of the men shot through the door several times 

hitting Stewart.  He died a few hours later at a hospital.   

 

08/14/07 

6pm 

Wichita police make an arrest in one of last weekend's homicides.  They had been looking for Fontaine 

Williams since the Sunday shooting.  He was arrested last night.  Police say Williams was involved in an 

argument with David Cox on the sidewalk near Central and Cleveland.  Officers say Williams pulled a gun 

and shot Cox several times.  Cox later died at a hospital. 

 

 



 

 

CRIME Q-3 cont. 

 

08/15/07 

6pm 

The police chief in Sedan was arrested earlier this week.  The Attorney General's office is investigating the 

case.  It tells us Brenton Cash Kimple is charged with domestic battery and intimidation of a witness.  He'll 

be back in court later this month.  

 

08/16/07 

10pm 

Donavan Thompson says he didn't kill a Wichita bar owner.  The 20 year was charged today with the 

murder of Teresa Hastings.  She was shot to death while trying to keep gang members out of her bar.  

Police had been looking for Thompson since the shooting; he was arrested last week in Oklahoma.  The 

suspect will be back in court later this month. 

 

08/17/07 

6pm 

Attorney General Paul Morrison says sites like MySpace are a virtual playground for sex offenders.  And a 

new report shows there are more Kansas sex offenders on the site than first thought.  Earlier counts showed 

330 were on the website.  Now MySpace says there are 454 sex offenders from Kansas on it.  More than 

29-thousand from across the nation have pages on the site.  The records are being reviewed by the AG's 

office, the KBI and the Department of Corrections. 

          

08/18/07 

10pm 

Continuing tonight's CrimeWatch…a teenager is shot this evening in a Wichita park police believe he was 

involved in a fight that led to the shooting.  It happened in the West Douglas Park.  The victim was being 

driven to the hospital when officers arrived.  Eyewitnesses saw two suspects and a vehicle leaving the area 

after the shooting. 

 

08/19/07 

5:30am 

A Wichita pizza driver is held up at gunpoint forced to hand over his money.  Police say the robber called 

in a pizza order but when the driver got there, it was a vacant house.  That's when the robber pointed a gun 

at the driver and demanded money.  The robber got away and the driver was not hurt. 

 

08/20/07 

6pm 

Three people connected with the shooting death of a Wichita man are in court today.  Daquan Dean Cheryl 

Starr and a juvenile had their first appearances today.  Both Dean and Starr are charged with first degree 

murder of Ricky Stewart.  The juvenile is charged with felony murder.  Stewart was killed two weeks ago.    

He was leaning against a door - at him home - after the two robbers had left.  But shots fired through the 

door hit Stewart.  He later died at the hospital. 

 

08/21/07 

10pm 

Tonight we know the name of the Wichita woman killed in what police call a domestic violence case.  36 

year old Amy Whiteman was shot several times.  Police say her husband told them he hurt her.  He was 

arrested last night after turning himself into officers.  The couple has a 10 year old child who is now in 

protective custody. 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

CRIME Q-3 cont. 

 

08/22/07 

5pm 

The attorneys in the murder case against Scott Cheever will soon start looking for a jury.  Cheever is 

accused of killing Greenwood County Sheriff Matt Samuels back in January of 2005.  Today Cheever and 

lawyers for both sides were in an El Dorado court room.  His trial will take place in Butler County.  That's 

where the jury will be chosen.  Lawyers will first bring in a pool of 300 potential jurors; another 200 will 

be on standby.  On October ninth, jury selection will begin.  The judge in the case is hoping opening 

statements in the trial begin a week later. 

 

08/23/07 

6pm 

A man barricades himself inside a Hutchinson home affecting traffic and schools in the area.  It's happening 

at a duplex near 23
rd

 and Lorraine in Hutchinson.  About 1:30 police tried to serve a man a warrant; they'd 

been looking for him for a few weeks.  They tried entering the duplex and had no luck.  He barricaded 

himself inside.  Police evacuated the surrounding homes and tried to talk the man to come out, with no 

luck.  We have a crew on the scene to bring you more information as the story develops. 

 

08/24/07 

6pm 

Hutchinson police are still on the lookout for a suspect after a four hour standoff yesterday.  Opening up 

tonight's crime watch…Brian Green barricaded himself in an apartment after police went to serve him a 

warrant for parole violation.  Police evacuated nearby apartments...and tried talking with Green...but he 

didn't respond.   They threw tear gas into the home and went inside but Green wasn't there.  Police think he 

may have escaped between the time they arrived on scene and when they placed the area on lockdown.  

Police are also looking for this man Joshua Whitehurst they believe he may be with Green. 

 

08/25/07 

8am 

Kidnapped for her unborn baby, now a woman speaks about the attempt on her life.  18 year old Amanda 

Howard gave birth to her son August first.  She says he's a sweet, healthy baby.  But she struggles with post 

traumatic stress.  Last month police say these two teenagers lured Howard into a car promising to sell her 

baby clothes.  She was hit with pepper spray and taken to a Kansas City motel where she was tied up.  

Police say they planned to kill Howard and cut her unborn baby from her womb.  Howard is in therapy and 

still deals with emotional problems.  Howard's still frightened by the attack and says she's unable to go 

anywhere by herself. 

 

08/26/07 

10pm 

Continuing the CrimeWatch this Sunday...and what has been a busy weekend for investigators.  Police now 

say a death in south Wichita is a homicide.  A landlord found the body of 31-year-old Kimberly Mallatt 

Saturday morning.  Police say she it appears she was shot in the neck.  Also today we learned that 

investigators located a possible witness in the case.  So far police have not made any arrests. 

 

08/27/07 

6pm 

Continuing tonight's CrimeWatch...Wichita police are looking for this man, 17-year-old Kamaronte D. 

Jones.  They say Jones shot 18-year-old Keith Peters at a large block party early Sunday morning in the 16-

hundred block of east Fortuna.  Police say Peters and two other people were trying to break up a fight 

between several rival gang members.  That's when Peters was shot.  Police say Peters was not a gang 

member but Jones is.  No arrests have been made in the case. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

CRIME Q-3 cont. 

 

08/28/07 

6pm 

Police release the names of two California men face charges in the death of a Garden City man.  Texas 

Police arrested 23-year-old Guadalupe Rodarte and 22-year-old Vicente Rodarte yesterday.  Police found 

the body of fifty-six-year-old Victornio Galvez Sunday night at this storage unit in Garden City.  They say 

the two are Galvez's nephews and are responsible for his death.  Investigators say the two had been staying 

with relatives in Garden City.  They will be extradited to Kansas to face second-degree murder charges.     

Each suspect is being held on a one-million-dollar bond.  Police haven't released a motive of the killing. 

 

08/30/07 

5pm 

An argument outside this downtown Wichita club escalates to a fight and then turns into a shooting 

overnight.  Police say a 25-year-old man was angry with a 30-year-old because of his involvement with a 

relative.  They say the 25-year-old punched the victim in the head...then shot him in the lower back when 

he tried to run.  The man was taken to the hospital in serious condition. 

 

08/31/07 

In tonight's CrimeWatch…the man charged in the death of this 14 year old girl was in court this morning.  

Chelsea Brooks was nine-months-pregnant with Elgin Robinson's baby when she was killed.  Robinson's 

attorneys filed 16 motions for his trial this November.  The judge agreed to keep his criminal history and 

gang affiliation out of the case; but denied a motion to not allow pictures of Chelsea before her death.  A 

motion for a change of venue and whether to allow gruesome pictures of Chelsea's death will be decided 

about a week before Robinson's trial. 

 

09/01/01 

9am 

This man is charged with three counts of aggravated criminal threat.  Tommy Palmatier is accused of 

calling in the three copycat bomb threats to stores Hutch on Wednesday.  Palmatier could spend nine-years 

in prison if convicted.  His friends and family say Palmatier is mentally challenged and didn't realize he 

was doing anything wrong. 

 

09/02/07 

5:30pm 

Derby police arrest a man after a three-hour standoff with officers.  Police responded to a report of a man 

beating a woman in a home on North Kokomo around four am.  When officers arrived someone inside the 

house turned out the lights.  The swat team surrounded the home and hostage negotiators tried to contact 

the people inside.  After three hours the man inside surrendered.  Police booked him into jail on assault 

charges.  Paramedics treated a 29-year-old woman for bruises to her face. 

      
09/03/07 

10pm 
A Topeka man heads to court this week accused of lying about being wounded in Iraq.  Prosecutors say 

Timothy Debusk did so to get a Purple Heart license plate.  They say he would have gotten away with it 

too, but a retired marine noticed problems with the paperwork and turned him in.  This isn't the first time 

Debusk has been accused of something like this.  He paid a 300-dollar fine last year for impersonating a 

law enforcement officer.  Debusk is a former Marine. 

 
09/04/07 

6pm 

A former K-State professor convicted of killing his ex-wife wants a new trial.  Thomas Murray says the 

first one wasn't fair.  Murray was convicted of first-degree in March 2005 for the beating and stabbing 

death of Carmin Ross.  The Kansas Supreme Court is set to hear appeal arguments Thursday. 
 
 



 

 

CRIME Q-3 cont. 

 

09/05/07 

10pm 

Five month old twins with skull factures.  Now officers are trying to figure out if the injuries are accidental 

or from abuse.  The first girl was taken to the hospital in July with a skull fracture.  The second girl had a 

rib fracture and a fever last week and doctors eventually found another skull fracture.  Yesterday officers 

went to the family's south Wichita home to take the children into protective custody.  Neighbors say they 

were surprised to see it.  Besides the twin infants, police also took a 2-year-old girl into custody. 

 

09/06/07 

5pm 

Police catch metal thieves in the act in North Wichita.  A 911 tip brought officers to this abandoned house 

at 18th and Market that's where they found two men who tried to run.  Officers stopped their car.  Inside the 

house, police found tools commonly used in burglaries and metal missing from the basement's piping.  

They say the suspects were caught off-guard.  Police interviewed the men this afternoon and are trying to 

determine if they're linked to any other burglaries. 

 

09/07/07 

5pm 

New information about what police first thought was a shooting in old town last night.  Instead it was a 

rock throwing.  Wichita police arrested a man for throwing the rock; that went through the back of this 

patrol car shattering the window.  Officers found the man after searching a nearby building with dogs.  

They say he threw the rock from either a second or third story window.  No one was hurt but other vehicles 

in the area were also damaged. 

 

09/08/07 

8am 

In the CrimeWatch...the Wichita man who calls himself chief Thunderbird Four, now faces Federal charges 

for what prosecutors call an immigration scam.  Prosecutors say 69-year-old Malcolm Webber is not a 

Native American and his tribe is not recognized by the government.  He's accused of marketing and selling 

memberships to illegal immigrants so they could get U.S. citizenship.  Federal agents seized thousands of 

pages of information from the Kaweeah Indian Nation offices Thursday.  The government says Webber's 

memberships are showing up all across the U.S. from people trying to get social security cards and driver's 

licenses.  Webber says he's in the process of getting an attorney. 

 
09/09/07 

10pm 
Wichita police are still trying to figure what led to an overnight stabbing.  They were responding to the call 

of a possible shooting in the 15-hundred block of North Terrace.  On the scene, they found a man in his 

early 40's that had been stabbed.  He was taken to the hospital in serious condition.  Police say the stabbing 

happened several hours before they got the call so they're not sure where the crime actually happened or 

why. 

 

09/10/07 

6pm 

This man is charged with five counts of aggravated criminal sodomy and one count of criminal threat.  

Newton Police arrested Eric Riggs this week on charges that he had sex with a 6-year-old boy over a period 

of more than one year.  Investigators believe the incidents took place between February of last year and 

May of this year.  A preliminary hearing for Riggs has been set for the 18th of this month. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

CRIME Q-3 cont. 

 

09/11/07 

5am 

A Garden City teen is in the hospital; shot by another teen.  Police say it was an accident but they only 

learned that after an investigation.  The two teens originally told police they were the victims of a drive by.  

A 17-year-old boy was hit in the leg and had to have surgery.  A 19 year old gunman is charged with 

reckless aggravated battery. 

 

09/12/07 

6pm 

Prosecutors file charges against two women suspected in a hit and run crash that killed two highway 

workers.  Ramona Morgan is charged with fleeing police, reckless driving and five traffic infractions.  Her 

daughter, Sabrina, is charged with aiding a felon.  The charges stem from a police chase in Osage County 

and not from the crash itself; which happened in Douglas County Tuesday.  That crash killed Rolland 

Griffith of El Dorado and Tyrone Korte of Seneca; they were both repaving the roadway. 

      
09/13/07 

6pm 

Federal prosecutors file charges against two men suspected of robbing a Wichita bank.  Tommy Lee 

Criswell and Darwin Dwayne Rogers are accused of robbing the Emprise Bank on South Hydraulic on 

August 30th.  The FBI tells Eyewitness News that Criswell is now in custody.  They are still looking for 

Rogers.  If you have any information on his whereabouts contact police, the FBI or CrimeStoppers. 

 
09/14/07 

6am 

After hours of searching; police catch a man that led them on a two county chase late Wednesday night.  

Brian Green was wanted on a parole violation.  Harvey County deputies tried to pull him over and that led 

to a chase with the deputy rolling his car.  The chase ended in Sedgwick County when green ditched his car 

with a woman inside.  And what investigators say was a mobile meth lab.  Once the sun came up deputies 

found green sleeping in a barn; last month Hutchinson police tried arrest Green inside a home but he 

escaped. 

 

09/15/07 

6pm 

Opening tonight's CrimeWatch...police say around one this morning a man wearing all black knocked on 

the front door of this house on North Poplar.  After demanding money from two women inside he shot one 

of them in the shoulder.  Police say the man then took off.  Paramedics rushed the women to Wesley 

Medical Center where she underwent surgery.  Police are still looking for the shooter. 

 

09/16/07 

10pm 

Paramedics rush a man to a Wichita hospital after he's stabbed in the chest during a fight.  It happened 

around two this morning near first and Clarence.  Police aren't saying much about what led up to the fight 

but are looking for the other person involved.  The victim is listed in fair condition at Saint Francis. 

 

09/17/07 

6pm 

Charges are filed against a Harvey County man; after his Great Dane has to be put down.  Danny 

Phennagar is now charged with misdemeanor animal neglect.  A local vet called it the worst case of animal 

abuse she had ever seen.  She says the dog only weighed sixty pounds...when it should have weighed a 

hundred.  The Harvey county DA says there wasn't enough evidence to charge Phennegar with animal 

cruelty.      

 

 

 



 

 

CRIME Q-3 cont. 

 

09/18/07 

10pm 

For the second time this year, a Wichita cemetery is a crime scene.  Police say someone broke into a casket 

and stole a necklace from the woman buried inside.  This morning a groundskeeper at Lakeview Cemetery 

found a casket pulled out of an above-ground crypt.  The suspects stole a necklace made out of a 20-dollar 

gold coin.  Police believe this grave robbery is related to an incident last April where suspects tried to open 

a casket at White Chapel cemetery in north Wichita.  The man buried in that casket and the woman found 

today were distant relatives.  Police say this is the first time in several years anyone's tried to rob a grave in 

Wichita. 

 

09/19/07 

5pm 

A northeast town wondered for months how a newborn baby died.  Tonight the Kansas Attorney General 

accused the baby's mother of killing him.  Tamara Sue Kostman is charged with first degree murder and is 

being held on a one-million dollars bond.  Back in June neighbors said Kostman was nice and polite but 

denied being pregnant then one day a baby was found dead and she was rushed to the hospital.  

 

09/20/07 

10pm 

Murder charges dropped, then re-filed hours later.  Prosecutors say they have no choice when a witness in 

Donavan Thompson's murder case didn't show.  He is accused of killing bar owner Teresa Hastings.  

Hastings was shot back in June while trying to keep gang members out of her bar.  Her' family spent the 

day wondering if charges would be re-filed.  They say the witness who didn't come to court is one of 

Thompson's fellow gang members, and they're frustrated by this delay.  Thompson is scheduled back in 

court in two weeks. 

 

09/21/07 

10pm 

Wichita police fire back against accusations of racial profiling.  Last night Wichitans complained about 

racial profiling to a governor's task force.  They said they believed they were pulled over by officers 

because of their skin color.  Today Police Chief Norman Williams stood up for his officers, saying his 

department does not tolerate racial profiling.  In 2006, 42 officers reported being accused of racial 

profiling, 4 citizens actually filed complaints, none were found to be justified. 

 

09/22/07 

9am 

In the CrimeWatch...they promised citizenship to illegal immigrants.  Now 11 people face federal charges.  

Prosecutors say Malcom Webber formed the Kawway Indian Nation.  His church then sold tribal 

memberships to immigrants saying with them they couldn't be deported.  Agents found thousands of 

applications and 300 thousand dollars cash in a raid of Webber's office.  Prosecutors say memberships went 

for as much as 12 hundred dollars near the Mexico border. 

 

09/23/07 

10pm 

Opening tonight's CrimeWatch...police say his brother shot him.  Tonight a 66-year-old Wichita man 

remains in critical condition with a gunshot wound to his abdomen.  Officers arrested his brother last 

night...Less than an hour after the shooting.  Investigators say it appears the two got into an argument and 

that alcohol was involved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

CRIME Q-3 cont. 

 

09/24/07 

6pm 

The man accused of killing a Kansas sheriff was back in court today.  Scott Cheever is charged in the 2005 

shooting of Greenwood county sheriff Matt Samuels.  This was the last day of pre-trial motions before the 

trial starts next week.  Among the motions filed by Cheever's defense team today was one to dismiss the 

case because it has been moved from state court to federal, and then back to state.  The judge denied that 

request.  He also denied Cheever's request to plead for his life before the jury without being cross 

examined.  Another motion to declare the death penalty unconstitutional was taken under advisement. 

 

09/25/07 

10pm 

Wichita police call it the worst case of child abuse they've seen.  Now prosecutors charge this man who 

they say is responsible for it.  20 year old Wyatt Parnell is charged with attempted second degree murder of 

his five month son.  Court papers the baby had broken shoulders, legs, arms, skull and jaw.  Parnell also 

faces charges accused of choking the baby's mother and threatening her with a butcher knife. 

 

09/26/07 

10pm 

Accused of killing two highway workers; a Washington state woman faces charges for it.  Prosecutors say 

Ramona Morgan was behind the wheel in this hit and run crash.  Rolland Griffith of El Dorado and Tyrone 

Korte of Seneca were killed.  Today prosecutors filed second degree murder charges against Morgan, as 

well as aggravated battery for injuring a third highway worker. 

 

09/27/07 

10pm 

A guilty verdict but the jury didn't decide on it.  Today Anthony Barnes was convicted of the first degree 

murder of Quick Trip clerk Brian Hall.  Four days into the trial Barnes asked the judge to dismiss the jury.   

That made the case a bench trial and put the verdict in the judge's hands.  Barnes' attorneys say he suffered 

from mental illness and couldn't think rationally when he shot hall.  Prosecutors say Barnes knew what he 

was doing.  Barnes faces life in prison with the possibility of parole in 25 years.  He'll be sentenced in late 

November. 

 

09/28/07 

12pm 

We won't know until next week whether charges will be filed in Johnson's death.  Investigators say a semi-

truck driver ignored road closed signs tried to turn around and hit a power pole knocking down the power 

line that electrocuted Johnson.  Investigators handed over their findings to the D.A.  yesterday. 

 
09/29/07 

10pm 

A teenager from Garden City dies in a chase with a Finney County Deputy.  The Kansas Highway Patrol 

says 17-year-old Marcus Guerrero flipped his minivan after hitting a retaining wall early this morning.  

Investigators have not said why Guerrero was running from the deputy.  The Kansas Highway Patrol is 

heading up the investigation because local law enforcement was involved in the chase. 

 

09/30/07 

10pm 

Continuing the CrimeWatch this Sunday....Wichita police are looking for two men they say stabbed a 49-

year-old woman near Funston and Old Manor.  Investigators say when woman tried to sell the men 

prescription drugs; they stabbed her several times in the chest and abdomen.  Paramedics rushed her to 

Wesley Medical Center in critical condition.  Police have not released the victim's name. 

 

 

 



 

 

COMMUNITY Q-3 

 

07/01/07 

6am 

The brick streets, the quiet neighborhoods, and the blooming flowers they all paint quite a nice 
picture of Reno County for Cyndi Fredricks; a picture she didn't plan on seeing.  Once Cyndi and 
her husband moved here from Buffalo for his job she learned Hutchinson was not full of cowboys 
but cars, streets and friendly people.  Cyndi got to know them quickly and Reno County's new 
2020 growth coalition wants even more people to move here and be like Cyndi.  Dorothy Barnett 
is in charge of making that happen.  She knows some counties in Kansas are losing about 10 
percent of their people every year.  She doesn't want that to happen here so she's getting people 
who live in Reno County to send out these postcards and if the people they know move here; the 
ones who live here get at least a hundred bucks.  That's exactly why Lance and Aubrey Patterson 
moved back here from Indianapolis; for their daughter.  The growth coalition hopes people hear 
Lance and Aubrey's stories and do what they did and move to Reno County.  The incentive 
program officially started Saturday.  The money for it comes from Reno County, Hutchinson and a 
few of the smaller communities in the county. 
 
07/02/07 

5am 

Another Fort Riley soldier killed in Iraq.  Sergeant William Crow Junior was killed last week when 
a bomb hit the vehicle he was in.  The 28 year old was from Grandview Plaza, Kansas.  This was 
his third deployment to Iraq.  Crow is the 115th Fort Riley soldier to die fighting in Iraq or 
Afghanistan. 
 

07/03/07 

10pm 

And Wild West World was a little too wild for some riders today.  Shortly before noon, the ride called the 

El Diablo got stuck about ten feet in the air.  Six adults were on board.  Maintenance crews tried operating 

the ride manually but that didn't work.  After about ten minutes, they brought in ladders and safely lowered 

the riders to the ground.  Nobody was hurt, and the six were given a free meal for their inconvenience. 

 

07/04/07 

6pm 

The Federal government hopes to speed up aid to people whose homes were damaged or destroyed by 

flooding.  The federal disaster declaration now includes 20-counties.  The Department of Housing and 

Urban Development says support will focus primarily on homeowners and low-income renters in the 

designated counties.  The declaration allows for a variety of Federal programs, including grants for 

temporary housing, home repairs and loans for uninsured property losses.  For specific programs that may 

benefit you log onto www.kwch.com and go to on-air links. 

 

07/05/07 

10pm 

Wichitans gather to remember a stabbing victim, and how people ignored her.  27 year old 
Lashonda Callaway died two weeks ago after being stabbed outside this convenience store.    
Those attending tonight's vigil are upset that surveillance video shows at least five people 
stepping over her bleeding body.  One even stopped to take a picture with a cell phone.  None 
one called 911 for more than two minutes.  The vigil was organized by Reverend Peggy Elliott 
who says it's time to turn to God.  Cherish McCullough is charged with first degree murder in the 
stabbing death.  She is due back in court later this month. 
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COMMUNITY Q-3 cont. 

 

07/06/07 

8am 

A Greensburg tornado survivor is back home with his family after two months in the hospital.   Danny 

Trent spent one month in a drug induced coma after the tornado broke his back, neck and ribs.  Wednesday 

he was released from a Wichita hospital and is now staying with his parents in Dodge City.  He will spend 

the next few months in rehab and hopes to be hunting again by this fall.  Danny spent the fourth of July in 

Greensburg.  He said it was hard to see his town in such bad shape but it was great to talk to people he 

hasn't seen since the tornado hit. 

 

07/07/07 

6pm 

  7, it's the lucky number for a lot of people especially when it comes to tying the knot.  Couples all over the 

world plan to take the big plunge today, 7-7-of-07, including right here in Wichita.  Just yesterday this 

couple decided to tie the knot on the lucky day.  Donna Kestler and David Cariveau live in Las Vegas but 

will walk down the aisle today in Wichita where she grew up.  The number seven is known in the gambling 

world for being lucky.  Kestler and Cariveau say marriage is a gamble they're willing to take.  The 

Sedgwick County marriage license office says it's seen an increase in marriage licenses in the last few 

weeks.  Join us tonight at ten as we walk down the aisle with Donna and David on their lucky day. 

 

07/08/07 

5pm 

The family behind Wild West World says it had no choice; bad weather and a lack of cash force them to 

fold and close the park.  Thomas and Cheryl Etheridge announced today that Wild West World has ceased 

day to day operations.  And this morning it filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy.  The park opened in Park City 

in early May, just in time for a wet period of weather in Kansas.  Etheredge says that as of today, his 

number one priority is to go anywhere he can to find a new buyer who will re-open the park. 

 

07/09/07 

10pm 

Several Wichita liquor store owners call Sunday sales a success.  Yesterday was the first Sunday that 

Wichita stores could open their doors.  Some stores were eager for the chance to cash in on the business 

that had been going out of town.  Others feared it would hurt profits in the long run.  Stores in towns near 

Wichita say they saw a drop in sales this Sunday.  They say they had been benefiting from Wichitans 

coming to them on Sundays. 

 

07/10/07 

10pm 

If you live in Wichita your water rates are going up.  The city council approved a 3 percent increase today.  

That will show up on your water bill starting August first.  The extra money will be used to replace old 

water pipes to reduce the number of water main breaks.  The increase will cost the average residential 

customer an extra 73 cents per month.  Another increase could happen next year.  The city manager plans 

to ask the council for an additional 6 percent increase. 

 

07/11/07 

10pm 

In other news another casino ad hitting Wichita airwaves.  Yesterday we showed you the anti-
casino ad, now we are showing you the pro-casino ads hitting the airwaves.  The commercials 
say a casino will bring jobs, visitors, and revenue to the state.  August 7th is the day Sedgwick 
County voters will decide if they want a casino in the county.  If not, it'll go to Sumner County.    
Voters will also decide on slot machines at Wichita Greyhound Park. 
 

 

 

 



 

 

COMMUNITY Q-3 cont. 

 

07/12/07 

5am 

Visitors to the state fair this year will see something different.  That's because a 31-million dollar 

fairground renovation project is now complete.  The new sheep, swine, and goat building" is done and 

includes offices, restrooms, and showers.  Workers upgraded the beer garden and added a separate wine 

garden to the fairgrounds.  This is the first year people can drink wine at the Fair.    The fair starts on 

September 7th in Hutchinson. 

 

07/13/07 

5am 

She'd been a multi millionaire since Saturday but she just found out last night.  Lori Boyle of Independence 

stopped at a gas station yesterday and checked a hot lotto ticket she'd had in her purse for a week.  Sure 

enough it was a winner; to the tune of 12-point-9 million.  Boyle hasn't decided if she'll take it in a lump 

some or in installments.  She says she's a single mother of two teens, and she'd just been too busy to check 

the numbers after the drawing. 

 

07/14/07 

9am 

A group of Wichita teens spend part of their summer on a mission trip to help the disabled.  The teens are 

part of Wichita's Calvary United Methodist Church Youth Group.  They're in Springfield, Missouri helping 

the Council of Churches build wheelchair ramps for residents who need them.  The Council of Churches 

listed local needs on two internet databases and the Wichita group responded, ready for hard work in the 

Ozarks heat!  The Springfield Board of Realtors paid for materials, the kids provided all the labor.  They 

also helped sort clothes at a mission, and tear down a garage damaged by an ice storm. 

 

07/15/07 

10pm 

Now to Greensburg and the rebuilding there; today was the last day for residents to claim their lost pets 

before those animals head to a new home.  A handful of dogs and dozens of cats have been at the Pratt 

Humane Society since the tornado hit May fourth.  Beginning tomorrow animals will be offered for 

adoption to all Greensburg residents.  July 18 and 19 unclaimed Greensburg animals will be available for 

adoption to everyone in Kansas.  To contact the Pratt Humane Society log onto www.kwch.com and click 

onto Rebuilding Greensburg. 

 

07/16/07 

10pm 

A 30 year fight to clean up a Wichita house is over.  Inside decade‟s worth of trash filled this house from 

floor to ceiling.  Outside junk was piled on more junk.  Neighbors pulled out chairs to watch the 

demolition.  They've been complaining for years about the mess, but nothing was done 'til the sunflower 

action community group got involved.  The house was finally condemned and ordered it torn down.  

Neighbors are relieved to have the home gone but still worry about health problems it's caused.  A judge 

gave the homeowner, Gregory Gracey, until the first of this year to clean up the house.  When Gracey 

didn‟t comply the city finally took action. 

 

07/17/07 

10pm 

Wichita's chance of getting a huge bowling tournament may not be dead after all.  City officials today said 

Wichita is getting a chance to re-bid on the United States Bowling Congress tournament.  The tournament 

will take place somewhere in 2-thousand-11, and could generate 100-million dollars in economic benefit.  

The convention and visitors bureau will be in charge of trying to regain the tournament.  Wichita officials 

say they think they have a 50-50 chance of getting it. 
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COMMUNITY Q-3 cont. 

 

07/18/07 

10pm 

Slots at Kansas race tracks aren't a done deal yet but we know more about the proposal tonight.  The 

Kansas Lottery Commission decided 800 slots will go to the Wichita Greyhound Park if it's approved by 

voters.  The Woodlands Race Track in Wyandotte County will also get 800 machines.  Voters there have 

already approved the plan.  Voters in Sedgwick County will vote August 7th.  Voters here will cast two 

separate votes, one for the slots and another for building a casino. 

 

07/19/07 

10pm 

The Kansas Attorney General says it's time to get tough on domestic violence.  Today Paul Morrison 

announced he's creating a new domestic violence unit.  He says it'll focus on not only the current victims 

but also breaking the cycle of violence for kids who grow up in violent homes.  Morrison says he also 

wants more funds for women's shelters and other d-v non profits. 

 

07/20/07 

10pm 

Rebuilding Greensburg will be a bit easier with a grocery store.  Dillions will reopen in the town.  It will be 

a joint venture with Kwik Shop.  You'll remember Kwik Shop was the first business to re-open after the 

May tornado hit.  Kroger owns both Kwik Shop and Dillions and says it will build a combination grocery 

and convenience store by September. 

 

07/21/07 

8am 

Frontier Airlines says letters from citizens are what persuaded it to start offering service out of Wichita.  A 

frontier spokesman 12 hundred Wichitans wrote the company during the decision process and that made the 

city stand out.  62 communities had sent bids to Frontier, only nine got the contract.  Starting October first, 

Frontier will fly three times a day from Wichita to Denver.  The spokesman says the airline can guarantee 

prices will be 30 to 50 percent lower than current prices. 

 

07/22/07 

5:30pm 

The Sedgwick County Zoo plans to give its elephants more room.  The zoo will open an expanded exhibit 

in 2009.  The zoo's two current elephants and five-new ones need more space to move about.  Wichita is 

one of many cities across the country enlarging their elephant exhibits to improve conditions for the 

animals and ward off criticism from animal rights groups.   The Sedgwick County Zoo will add more than 

three and a half acres. 

 

07/24/07 

10pm 

Pets left homeless by the Greensburg tornado are going up for adoption in Wichita.  The Kansas Humane 

Society has 10 cats that were found amongst the Greensburg rubble after the May 4th tornado.  They will 

be available for adoption by the end of the weekend.  

 

07/25/07 

6pm 

Hundreds of workers in Wichita will soon look for a new job.  LSI announced today it's outsourcing some 

of the work done here.  The company makes high end data storage systems.  225 Wichita workers will lose 

their jobs in the coming months.  Worldwide LSI says it‟s cutting 21-hundred jobs.  A spokesman says 

workers will be offered severance, benefits and career counseling. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

COMMUNITY Q-3 cont. 

 

07/26/07 

10pm 

For the first time Sedgwick County towns must budget for jail fees.  And the cost is being passed on to you.  

Starting January first the county will charge towns by the hour to house inmates on misdemeanor charges.     

Andale budgeted 75 hundred dollars for the fees and is proposing a tax increase to pay it.  Park City 

budgeted 46 thousand dollars.  Taxes won't go up there but the city will cut back on road improvements and 

stop buying new equipment for the police department.  See how other towns are being affected by the jail 

fees at www.kwch.com 

 

07/27/07 

10pm 

As the town of Greensburg rebuilds more than a hundred people are living in these FEMA trailers.  Today 

Governor Sebelius asked FEMA Director David Paulison what health hazards the homes could pose.  

Congress is investigating medical problems hurricane victims had after moving in the trailers.  But Paulison 

says the Greensburg homes are different than ones being used on the Gulf Coast.  Monday he'll decide if 

Southeast Kansas flood victims will get FEMA trailers. 

 

07/28/07 

8am 

The U.S. Senate approves money to pay Greensburg city employees.  Many workers have resigned since 

the May tornado.  The Commerce Department received 20 million dollars to hire administrators, inspectors 

and zoning officials.  It's part of the Homeland Security Appropriations bill.  The House and Senate still 

have to agree on details of the bill. 

 

07/29/07 

10pm 

Now to the latest from Greensburg where the high school football team will have new helmets and pads 

thanks to the Kansas City Chiefs.  The team and the NFL raised 50-thousand dollars to buy the gear during 

a fundraiser at training camp.  Greensburg players lost their old equipment when a tornado destroyed the 

high school and most of the town on May 4th.  The Greensburg team will also be special guests at the 

Chief's August 23rd pre-season game.  You can watch that game right here on KWCH 12. 

 

07/30/07 

5am 

It's a big week out west as Dodge City Days is now in full swing.  This weekend events got off to a start 

with the annual parade through Dodge City.  More than 90 floats were entered in the parade.  But as soon 

as the parade was over everyone's attention turned to food as dozens tried to get named "best" at this year's 

barbecue contest.  This weekend officials say they saw good-sized crowds and hope that continues for the 

festivals entire ten days.  Tonight's events include the gospel concert and the teen dance.  For a complete 

look at the Dodge City Days schedule go to www.kwch.com and scroll down to "On-Air Links". 

 
07/31/07 

10pm 

A Wichita church gets a helping hand.  A Texas church traveled here to help Plainview Baptist Church 

complete work needed on its building.  People of all ages put up siding, sheet rock and painted.  While it's 

the 17th mission trip for the Texas church it's their first time in Kansas.  They say it helps teach everyone to 

have a servant's attitude.  Plainview Southern Baptist Church also has Hispanic and Cambodian services. 

 

08/01/07 

6pm 

If you're a Wichita water customer, you may notice a change in next month's bill.  Water rates went up 

today.  The average customer will pay about 73 cents more a month. 
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COMMUNITY Q-3 cont. 

 

08/02/07 

5pm 

Attorneys for Wild West World say there are two potential offers to buy the park, but won‟t say who they 

are.  And even though they aren‟t being used Wild West World will still have to insure its rides.  The 

amusement park closed last month filing bankruptcy.  Bank of Blue Valley owns the rides and tried to seize 

them saying the park did not have proper insurance.  Today a judge ruled the park must get the insurance.  

If that doesn't happen the bank can again ask the court to seize the rides.  They are valued at 954 thousand 

dollars. 

 

08/03/07 

5pm 

Voters also have to decide whether Wichita's Greyhound Park should get slot machines.  And tonight the 

park's operators say if it does this is what it will look like.  General Manager Phil Ruffin Junior says, the 

slot machines will also mean an expansion for Greyhound including a gaming room with a buffet, a 

western themed nightclub and new restaurant options.  Ruffin says the 800 slot machines will also add up 

to 300 new jobs for Greyhound.  He also says voters should understand that the slot machine question on 

the ballot is different than the casino and could be decided individually. 

 

08/04/07 

8am 

If Sedgwick County approves a casino it'll likely go in either Wichita or Park City.  Today, the Park City 

Mayor made it clear she wants it.  Mayor Dee Stuart has come out in favor of a casino.  She says many of 

the facts being propagated by the 'vote no' campaign are misleading and the positives far outweigh the 

negatives.  Stuart also says Park City is ready to deal with anything a casino may bring.  Stuart also says a 

Department of Justice study show crime does not rise when a casino comes to town.  And she cites one 

casino proposal that would bring millions in tax dollars to Park City. 

 

08/06/07 

10pm 

Groups for and against a casino making a last push for votes today; the vote no group held rallies today and 

this evening while the pro casino group hit the phones urging people to get out and vote yes.  Both sides 

believe it could go either way.  Nearly 30-thousand people have already cast a ballot either by mailing it in 

or voting early at the election office.  The Sedgwick County Election Commissioner is predicting 38 

percent voter turnout.  That's much higher than during a regular election.  It's about what turned out for the 

2005 vote on the marriage amendment. 

 

08/07/07 

5pm 

A new baseball team is coming to Wichita; one that already has local ties.  This morning, city council 

members selected a team led by the owners of the Wichita Thunder.  The team doesn't have a name yet    

but it already has a baseball website set up.  It shows some of its promotional packages--and even ticket 

prices.  This is the team the selection committee picked saying it had the best proposal out of three plans.  

Now that the city has to negotiate a contract; it will include a lease agreement and upgrades for Lawrence 

Dumont Stadium and for the National Baseball Congress which the city agreed to buy for one million 

dollars from the owners of the Wichita Wranglers. 

 

08/08/07 

10pm 

Wichita's Hebrew congregation celebrates its centennial with a string of events.  Today took them to a 

downtown church where leaders dug out a 70 year old time capsule.  Back in 1937 when the First 

Metropolitan Community Church opened as the city's synagogue members hid the cylinder in the 

cornerstone.  Today when the group opened it they found a scroll with former synagogue leaders and 
newspaper clippings from the grand opening. 

 



 

 

COMMUNITY Q-3 cont. 

 

08/09/07 

10pm 

Tonight a Wichita family is thrilled to be in their new home.  Habitat for Humanity turned the keys to this 

home over to its new owner.  Along with Habitat volunteers Shanna Renoux put in hundreds of hours of 

sweat equity to build the house.  It's the first one for her and her family.  Habitat sells homes it builds 

without a profit, and provides a 20-year zero-interest mortgage. 

 

08/10/07 

6pm 

Their job is to respond to disasters like flooding.  And that's just what these guardsmen have done.  Today 

the Kansas National Guard honored 40 guardsmen for their missions in response to the Greensburg tornado 

and flooding in the southeastern part of the state.  Each guardsman received the Emergency Response 

Service State Active Duty Ribbon. 

 

08/11/07 

9am 

You can choose to stay inside during the heat, but what if you're an animal on display.  The Sedgwick 

County Zoo says it works hard to keep its animals cool.  Friday it gave the elephants big chunks of ice and 

a cold watermelon to eat.  The zoo says it also sprays some animals down with water and uses electric fans 

for others.  Zookeepers say the animals tell them when they're hot.  Some of the animals, such as the 

elephants, have indoor shelters they can go to stay cool too.  

 

08/12/07 

10pm 

A Wichita family finds their unusual pet tonight after it ran away over the weekend.  Joe Freed has a baby 

wallaby named Skippy.   It looks like a baby kangaroo.  Joe keeps it in a pouch; it jumped out of it 

yesterday and ran away.  The family put up missing signs and was evening offering a reward.  They 

thought Skippy would find a place to hide.  Within the last hour Skippy was found.  Someone found him 

while feeding ducks in the area.  Joe says Skippy came up wanting to eat the bread crumbs. 

 

08/13/07 

5pm 

Floods shut it down when oiled spilled everywhere.  Now the Coffeyville Refinery says it will open weeks 

ahead of schedule.  Thousands of gallons of oil leaked from the refinery into the floodwaters in Coffeyville 

in July coating houses and lawns.  The company has offered to buy 300 homes damaged by the oil; the 

refinery now faces a class-action lawsuit.  But it says it expects to restart operations by the end of the 

month instead of in mid-September.  The refinery produces 108-thousands barrels of oil a day, its closing 

led to higher gas prices across the mid-west. 

 

08/14/07 

6pm 

The Wichita city council has approved next year‟s budget worth 500 million dollars.  It does not include 

any tax hikes.  But water and sewer rates will go up six percent.  A round of golf is up two bucks.  And 

eight of the Wichita police department's cars will get dash cams. 

 

08/15/07 

7am 

The Wichita City Council votes to take over Cowtown.  It's an attempt to keep the financially struggling 

museum alive.  It could take as much as a million dollars a year to run the museum.  The city hopes 

bringing in the prairie wranglers from the now defunct Prairie Rose Chuckwagon Supper will help offset 

the cost.  It will negotiate a lease with the singing group to be museum performers.  If that works out the 

Wranglers should be playing Cowtown by the beginning of September. 

 

 



 

 

COMMUNITY Q-3 cont. 

 

08/16/07 

6pm 

The Internal Revenue Service is taking a closer look at a Wichita church.  The IRS said Spirit One 

Christian Center has engaged in political activities that could jeopardize its tax-exempt status.  The 

government is concerned about signs on the church building criticizing politicians, along with e-mails and 

web postings.  The pastor of the church told us today the real issue is freedom of speech, something we 

should all be concerned about.  Holick says he will be meeting with IRS agents in an attempt to resolve the 

matter.  But he says the church does not plan to change its activities. 

 

08/17/07 

6pm 

They were playing hide and seek; now a five year old boy is dead.  This morning officers released more 

information about what happened inside this Sedgwick County home yesterday.  The boy and his three year 

old sister were downstairs with their mom.  The mother decided to run upstairs and when she came back 

the kids were gone.  The two had climbed inside a small insulated space in this ice-box.  The doors on it 

self latch and can't be opened from the inside.  The sheriff's office says the ice box wasn't the first place the 

mother looked.  Officers released the little boys name today he was five year old Harrison Amaro.  His 

sister has been released from the hospital. 

 

08/18/07 

8am 

In our continuing coverage...we now know exactly when the Wichita Greyhound Park will close.  The last 

day of races will be October 6
th
 but some employees will keep their jobs through November second.  Since 

voters said no to slots at the park owner Phil Ruffin says it is not economically feasible to stay open.  The 

park loses 80 thousand dollars a month.  More than 600 dogs at the track will move to other tracks...be 

returned to their owners or adopted. 

 

08/19/07 

10pm 

Thousands of collectibles, animals and a home; after Wild West World went bankrupt, owner Thomas 

Etheredge put his property up for sale.  The auction is set for Friday but this weekend a few hundred buyers 

got a sneak peek of what they can take home.  From actual chuck wagons to smaller items like guns and 

knives and lots of Hopalong Cassidy memorabilia.  It's all up on the auction block.  While some came out 

to window shop other just wanted to reminisce.  Also being auctioned off; Etheredge's entire Benton ranch, 

including his home, livestock and acres of land.  Another auction preview is set for Thursday.   The auction 

will be Friday morning.  You can also see items on our website at www.kwch.com    

 

08/20/07 

10pm 

Wichitans are mobilizing today preparing to help if Hurricane Dean hits Texas.  The local chapter of the 

Red Cross is sending volunteers and a trailer it calls Henry's Kitchen.  The 53-foot trailer provides up to ten 

thousand hot meals a day for victims and volunteers.  The trailer is named after Henry Fenn, a long-time 

Red Cross volunteer who died while helping hurricane Floyd victims in 1999. 

 

08/21/07 

5pm 

The Wichita city council still doesn't want to put a Wal-Mart near Kellogg and Oliver.  They voted today 

confirming the same decision they made in January.  It came at the request of a District Judge.  After the 

council denied the zoning change residents who wanted the Wal-Mart took the case to court.  The judge 

wanted the council to further explain their reasoning.  Today's vote along with details of the council 

decision will be forwarded to the judge for consideration.  He'll eventually decide if the council's decision 

stands. 
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COMMUNITY Q-3 cont. 

 

08/22/07 

6pm 

Police have released the name of a jogger who collapsed and died in East Wichita.  His identity was 

unknown when he was discovered.  Erroll Patton was out jogging near 13th street and farmstead Monday 

night when witnesses saw him collapse.  He was pronounced dead at the scene.  Police are still waiting on 

an autopsy but say it's likely he died from a medical condition.  

 
08/23/07 

6pm 

A day care at this Salina home is cleared by the State Health Department.  Lisa Hartmans' day care was 

suspended on August 13th, when the health department became concerned about the safety of the kids 

there.  It says the situation has now been resolved and the day care can re-open. 

 

08/24/07 

6am 

A week after closing a South Broadway bridge city officials say they're adding traffic signs and patrols in 

the area.  Right now a detour takes traffic around the bridge but police say drivers have been taking a short 

cut not designed for heavy traffic.  A new no left turn sign at thirty-first and Gold will prevent detour traffic 

from driving down the residential streets.  Wichita Police are concerned the shortcut is dangerous for 

residents and children getting off buses or walking in the street.  City officials are still uncertain when the 

bridge will reopen.  Replacing it could cost 5 to 7 million dollars.  

 

08/25/07 

9am 

The Wichita Thunder takes lessons to make sure their new baseball team is successful from the start.  Team 

organizers say Lincoln is one of the best teams in the league so they headed to Nebraska for tips.  They 

learned various things like how much time is between innings and how promotion differs between baseball 

and hockey.  The Thunder said its team will be more successful than the wranglers because it's an 

independent team.  That will allow players to make more of a connection with fans like hockey players 

Jason Duda and Travis Clayton.  The Thunder is also working on concepts to create an evolving 

 

08/26/07 

10pm 

For the first time in a year dozens of Kansas National Guardsmen are spending a night at home.  About 150 

soldiers returned to Topeka this afternoon.  Family members welcomed them with hugs, kisses and tears.  

And while the homecoming was happy for most it was also bittersweet.  Two soldiers didn't make it back; 

among them Staff Sargeant Travis Bachman of Garden City who died in roadside bombing a few weeks 

ago.  The troops spent the past 12-months providing security for convoys in Iraq. 

 

08/27/07 

10pm 

A possible buyer for Wild West World is in Wichita tonight.  The California theme park company is 

interested in purchasing the bankrupt park.  Parks America prepared a 12 million dollar offer earlier this 

month to buy Wild West World.  But the price is a million and a half short of covering the secured debt.  

The Sleep Inn is next to the park it's incorporated a western-theme to go along with Wild West World.  

People here are excited the park may re-open.  A bankruptcy court judge must ok any sale.  If Parks 

America buys the theme park it hopes re-open next summer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

COMMUNITY Q-3 cont. 

 

08/28/07 

5pm 

Sumner County lays out what it wants from casino developers.  The county commission approved sending 

out its request for proposals today.  The RFP calls for at least a 225 million dollar destination casino.  They 

want retail shops, several restaurants, and a convention and concert facility.  It also would like to see green 

construction and the use of local labor.  The economic development director says there are eight serious 

developers so far.  The proposals are due October 24
th

 and many are now wondering exactly what and 

where developers want to build.  Developers are interested in the Mulvane and Wellington turnpike 

interchanges.  But the two towns are taking very different approaches with developers.  Coming up tonight 

at six find out why. 

 

08/30/07 

5am 

We now know the details of an agreement between the city of Wichita and the Diamond W Chuckwagon 

Supper.  Beginning next month Diamond W will offer Chuckwagon Suppers featuring the Prairie 

Wranglers.  The band used to perform at the Prairie Rose Chuckwagon supper before it closed.  The new 

shows will take place at the Cowtown Visitor's Center.  The city says it will plan around events already 

scheduled at the visitor's center through November.  The first public show is scheduled for September 20
th, 

tickets are 30 dollars each. 

 

08/31/07 

10pm 

A Kansas soldier is killed in Iraq.  Staff Sergeant Jason Butkus died in an attack on his vehicle in Baghdad.  

He joined the army in 1995 and this was his first tour in Iraq.  He was stationed at fort riley.  This is the 

126th soldier from Fort Riley to die in Iraq or Afghanistan. 

 

09/01/07 

8am 

Unsafe and deteriorating the city will repair then eventually replace a Wichita bridge.  Two weeks ago the 

Broadway bridge between MacArthur and 31st Street South was closed.  In our continuing coverage…a 

construction company will begin to repair the structural damage next week.  It will take an estimated two 

months and half a million dollars. 

 

09/03/07 

5pm 

Today marks the first holiday since the city of Wichita passed Sunday and holiday liquor sales.  Liquor 

stores like this one say business remained steady all weekend.  Customers are taking advantage of stocking 

up for holiday barbecues and pool parties.  But employees say they still are fielding calls wanting to know 

if they are open.  All in all they say the extra days of sales have paid off.  Stores outside Wichita, like this 

one in Kechi, were taking in lots of customers from Wichita before the law changed.  But the owner here 

tells us, Labor Day sales have remained steady despite Wichita adding holiday sales. 

 

09/04/07 

10pm 

The city has a newly appointed fire chief.  Wichita City Manager George Kolb appointed Ron Blackwell, a 

former Wichita resident and W-S-U graduate.  Blackwell worked as a firefighter in Wichita from 19-75 

until 1999.  He starts his job in October when Chief Larry Garcia will retire after 20 years.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

COMMUNITY Q-3 cont. 

 

09/05/07 

10pm 

Thousands of people donated money to help Greensburg rebuild from the May tornado.  Now it's up to 

residents to ask for it.  The South Central Kansas Tornado Recovery Organization is handling many of the 

donations made to churches and the United Way.  People can come to their Havilland office and apply for 

assistance.  Several families already received labor and materials to rebuild their homes but the 

organization asks that people are patient.  For more information on contacting the assistance organization 

go to www.kwch.com  

 

09/06/07 

6pm 

United Way of the Plains kicks off its annual fundraising drive.  The group hopes to raise more than 16-

million dollars to help people across Kansas.  Money raised will go toward youth programs, the helping 

senior citizens, and providing health care for low-income families.  The campaign ends November 15th.  

The United Way has collected nearly 160-thousand dollars so far this year. 

 
09/07/07 

10pm 

A happy ending tonight for the family of this woman...Vicky Disney's in the hospital after being gone from 

her family for the last 36 hours.  Her van was found in a field in the 25 hundred block of 135th St.  Her 

family began putting up fliers around town today.  They say she left home yesterday, taking only her car 

keys and pain medication with her.  They say they don't know how Disney ended up in the field. 

 

09/08/07 

9am 

The director of the Kansas African American Museum resigns.  Eric key spent eleven years at the museum.  

Eyewitness News spoke to the president of the museum's Board of Directors.  She didn't give a reason for 

key's resignation except to say that it was his decision.  An interim director will run the museum while the 

board looks for a permanent replacement. 

 

09/09/07 

10pm 

After 66-years in the air The "Flying Jayhawks" land for good.  The last flight of the Kansas Air National 

Guard's 184th Refueling Wing flew from Wichita to Topeka this morning.  Next month the mission of the 

184th will go from aerial refueling to computer security and satellite surveillance.  A new state-of-the art 

intelligence facility at McConnell Air Force Base opened late last year.  The National Guard's Air Tankers 

will now be based out of Topeka however; the Air Force's tankers will remain at McConnell. 

 
09/10/07 

5pm 

Renovations may begin for Wichita's Century II soon; if city council members approve the money 

tomorrow.  The council will discuss approving one and half million dollars for renovations.  It will pay for 

improvements in the kitchen, audio and visual upgrades in meeting rooms and office and lobby furniture.  

The money will be issued in bonds half this year and half of it next year.  Century II was built in 1969 and 

it's used for entertainment events and conventions. 

 

09/11/07 

5pm 
Here in Wichita, Mid-Continent Airport and McConnell held ceremonies to remember 9-11.  At McConnell 

they had what they called a freedom walk.  Airmen from the base took part as well as the families of 

airmen who are in Iraq.  At Mid-Continent TSA workers honored the lives lost with a video and ceremony. 
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COMMUNITY Q-3 cont. 

 

09/12/07 

5pm 

New developments tonight on a possible casino in Sumner County; interested developers file what's called 

an "option" to buy land at the Mulvane interchange of the turnpike right here on the Sumner-Sedgwick 

County line.  Several groups have talked about land options...but these are the first two officially filed with 

the register of deeds.  One of those developers is the Foxwoods group with Bob Knight.  He says they also 

have an option at the Wellington interchange but they haven't filed for it.  Knight says they haven't decided 

where they want to build the casino.  They're waiting for results from a study to determine which location 

would be most profitable.  Casino developers must submit proposals to Sumner County by October 24th.  

After that the proposals go to a lottery board that will pick the developer. 

 

09/13/07 

6am 

Funeral services set for today for a Kansas soldier killed in Iraq.  David lane was killed in roadside 

bombing last week.  He'd recently bought property in his hometown of emporia to start a business when he 

returned home.  The governor has ordered flags to be flown at half-staff today in his honor. 

 

09/14/07 

10pm 

It may be a little unconventional but the town of Greensburg has a new coffee shop.  The May fourth 

tornado wiped out any place people had to sit and catch up with each other.   That's why "Coffee Time" is 

being offered in a shed behind the Iroquois Center.  Organizers want to give people a chance to see each 

other but also work through a little of the trauma the tornado caused.  Coffee Time is held Monday through 

Friday from nine until noon.  For more information go to our website at www.kwch.com  and click on 

Rebuilding Greensburg. 

 

09/17/07 

10pm 

For Wichita city hall employees it's likely back to work tomorrow.  A small electrical fire in the basement 

of the city building closed offices there today.   One person suffered minor injuries but is expected to be ok.   

Crews spent the day repairing the damage.  People who showed up to do business at city hall were 

surprised it was closed.  All municipal court cases will be rescheduled in the next three weeks.  Officials 

say they don't know if city employees will be paid for today. 

 

09/18/07 

10pm 

The council also heard proposals to add wallabies like this one to an exotic animal list.  That would make 

the small kangaroo like animals illegal in the city.  Joe freed was cited for having his pet Skippy the 

wallaby.  But a judge said the city's law was too vague.  Environmental Services wants the city council to 

change the law saying wallabies can carry diseases that may be passed on to humans. 

 

09/19/07 

10pm 

If you haven't visited the Underground Salt Museum now would be a good time.  The museum is looking 

for ways to stay in its operating budget.  Attendance dropped with the end of the summer season, and 

school tour groups haven't started yet.  The museum plans to ask the Hutchinson city council for 100 

thousand dollars to get through the slump. 
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COMMUNITY Q-3 cont. 

 

09/20/07 

10pm 

A colorful show of support tonight for people who have cancer; 8 hundred walkers with balloons took a 2 

mile route through the Bradley Fair Shopping Center.  Red Balloons for supporters, white balloons for 

survivors and people living with cancer.  Money raised helps fund research-with the hope of finding a cure 

for a disease that touches many lives.  The walk is a fundraiser of the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society in 

Kansas. 

 

09/21/07 

6pm 

She didn't win but family and friends are planning a winner's style homecoming for Jessica Hughbanks.  

The Haysville native was a participant on the most recent season of Big Brother.  Hughbanks returns home 

tonight and her family is asking anyone who wants to come out and welcome her back to Kansas.   

Hughbanks' flight is scheduled to land at nine-15 at Mid-Continent Airport. 

 

09/22/07 

6pm 

A helping hand extended to the homeless.  Today those in need were invited to a free BBQ at a downtown 

Wichita park.  The food was provided by Save Every Adam a new organization to help the homeless.  The 

group's focus starts with men.  The group will eventually work with families but again, says it's necessary 

to start with men.  A homeless task force will hold a town hall meeting to talk about homelessness.  It's 

tomorrow from 3 to 5 in the afternoon at Horace Mann Dual Language Magnet School.  The Task Force to 

End Chronic Homelessness wants to hear from the public on what more can be done to help the problem. 

 

09/23/07 

10pm 

More than four months after a tornado leveled Greensburg the storm claims its 12th victim.  Max McColm 

was staying with his daughter when the twister hit may 4th.  He died Wednesday from injuries he received 

after being hit in the head by flying debris.  His daughter, Beverly, also died in the tornado.  McColm was 

from Liberal. 

 

09/24/07 

10pm 

Another Fort Riley soldier dies in Iraq.  Specialist Joshua Reeves of Georgia died Saturday after 
an I.E.D. went off near his vehicle in Baghdad.  Reeves entered the Army in February and arrived 
at Fort Riley in July.  This was his first deployment to Iraq. 
 

09/25/07 

5pm 

A casino would be more profitable in Mulvane than Wellington.  That's what bob knight's casino group 

says.  After a study on the issue Knight says they want to build a casino at the Mulvane interchange of the 

turnpike.  Their proposal will be for land behind the Wydelwood Winery.  Knight said research shows 

being 14 miles closer to the Wichita area will generate up to six million dollars more revenue a year.  And 

Knight thinks that money will get the state's attention.  Tonight at six hear reaction from Wellington; the 

city that worked with Knights to get gaming passed in south Central Kansas. 

 

09/26/07 

10pm 

Wichita's new independent baseball team could have a new manager in the next couple of weeks.  The 

team's general manager tells Eyewitness News he's narrowing a list of five or six candidates.  Josh 

Robertson plans to make a final decision in time for November recruitment.  The announcement should 

come the same day owners reveal the team's name.  The dugout staff will be smaller than the Wranglers; 

shrinking from 5 to 3 people.   

 



 

 

COMMUNITY Q-3 cont. 

 

09/27/07 

10pm 

A ceremony of honor is planned for a fallen Sedgwick County firefighter.  Lieutenant Brian Johnson was 

electrocuted while fighting a grassfire.  Tomorrow more than three thousand people are expected to attend 

his funeral at Central Christian Church including firefighters from across the nation.  A fellow firefighter 

will sing a few others plan to speak.  Following tradition two more firefighters will guard Johnson's casket.   

Johnson's family also asked the Kansas Patriot Guard be there.  The procession to Resthaven Cemetery is 

expected to take up to an hour and a half.  You can see the route by logging onto our website at 

www.kwch.com  Johnson's family also is allowing us to stream the funeral live on kwch.com so other 

firefighters can see it.  The ceremony begins at 10 tomorrow morning.  

 

09/28/07 

5pm 

It will be another week before we learn more about Wild West World's future.  An attorney for a company 

that's interested in buying the defunct park said they've been given another week to make a formal offer.  

Park America will now have to submit a contract to buy Wild West World by next Friday.  If they don't a 

bank can go in the park and take back its four rides.  The Parks America attorney says this is a verbal 

agreement between them, the park and all the creditors.  Count on us to let you know what happens. 

 

09/29/07 

10pm 

Now to Greensburg where the town has added green to its rebuilding effort; today volunteers planted a 

dozen trees around a new sign at the high school.  KWCH 12, Tree-Rific Nursery and new spring church 

organized the project after the may 4th tornado.  Dozens of volunteers traveled from Wichita to Greensburg 

to help out.  The project started early this summer.  The trees were originally going to be small but plans 

changed and bigger, adult trees were planted instead.  

 

09/30/07 

10pm 

Starting tomorrow you'll need a passport when flying into or out of the United States.  This includes trips to 

Canada, Mexico, the Caribbean and Bermuda.  The new rules went into effect in January but the 

government suspended them after a backlog of applications forced people to wait several months for a 

passport.  Since then, travelers have been able to show a receipt showing they applied for a passport 

instead.  The State Department says the average wait for a passport is now three to six weeks.  
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ECONOMY Q-3 

 

07/03/07 

6am 

No doubt many Americans will be piling into the SUV to head out for the fourth of July.  Triple-A 

estimates more than 41 million Americans will travel at least 50 miles from home this week.  Experts say 

with the holiday falling in the middle of the week... many people are deciding to take the entire week off. 

 

07/04/07 

6pm 

Rain and mud are two common conditions associated with summer storms.  But now they're having a bad 

effect on people selling fireworks.  Early sales were down due to the rain, and mud made it difficult for 

both customers and employees to get around.  Police and firefighters will be out patrolling tonight making 

sure people aren't using illegal fireworks.  Remember to shoot them where you buy them.      

 

07/05/07 

6pm 

Now to the latest from Greensburg where Dillons has yet to make a decision whether it will rebuild but 

another business has.  Duckwalls says it will not rebuild.  Duckwall's has sold clothing, electronics and 

other products in Greensburg for 40-years.  Company President Bruce Dale says Duckwalls is offering 

workers at the Greensburg store new jobs in other towns.  Duckwalls is based in Abilene.  Has also decided 

not to rebuild its store in Tulia, Texas; another town hit hard by a tornado earlier this year. 

 

07/06/07 

6pm 

This weekend the world will get its first look at Boeing's newest plane.  Opening the AviationWatch 

tonight...Boeing will roll the first 787 out of a hangar at its facility in Everett, Washington on Sunday.  The 

plane doesn't have any seats and can't fly just yet but it is the first time all the major components of the 

plane have been put together.  Workers at Spirit Aero-Systems which makes part of the plane will watch 

the ceremony via satellite feed.  The debut is part of Boeing's effort to calm fears of possible delays in 

getting the fuel-saving jet into service.  And for a look at what it took to put the plane together log onto 

www.kwch.com  

 

07/07/07 

10pm 

Your insurance rates should not go up because of the recent natural disasters in Kansas.  Just since May the 

state has seen more than 230 million dollars in damage.  We contacted the Kansas Insurance department 

today; they tell us insurance companies don't base rates on a single disaster but rather look at national 

averages.  When a major disaster does strike companies have what's called re-insurance to make sure they 

can cover the pay outs. 

 

07/11/07 

6pm 

The Kansas Lottery hits the jackpot.  Lotto sales reached a record 241-million dollars for the fiscal year that 

ended last month.  Some 71-million dollars of that will go to the state; about four-million more than the 

year before.  The Legislature extended the Kansas lottery through 2022, earlier this year. 
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ECONOMY Q-3 cont. 

 

07/12/07 

10pm 

Diesel fuel suppliers having a tough time keeping up with demand are getting a break from the state.  The 

Dodge City Co-op has a lot of drivers who rely on this filling station, but keeping the pumps going is 

becoming more difficult.  Fuel supply trucks used to go to Great Bend until the fuel terminal there was hit 

by a tornado in May.  Scott City's terminal is also experiencing fuel shortages.  So supply trucks must drive 

all the way to McPherson many times waiting in line for hours to fuel up.  But drivers only have limited 

hours they can be on the road.   So Governor Sebelius temporarily lifted driving hour restrictions, to keep 

fuel supplied to farmers and wheat harvest going smoothly.  Several refineries like this one in Coffeyville 

damaged by flooding are either shut down or operating below normal.  The fuel shortage reaches beyond 

Kansas. 

 

07/13/07 

10pm 

Without a contract since December; now the firefighter union says it's reached a tentative deal with the city 

of Wichita.  Last month firefighters launched a media campaign saying the department is under funded and 

understaffed.  Now the union president says the city is promising a four percent pay increase.  The city 

council must sign off on the deal.  They'll discuss it Tuesday. 

 

07/14/07 

8am 

Payroll problems continue for Wild West World employees.  A motion filed in bankruptcy court Friday 

blames Citizens Bank of Kansas for not cashing workers' checks.  And says there's more than enough 

money in the payroll account to cover them.  After announcing the park's bankruptcy, owner Thomas 

Ethridge promised all workers would be paid.  But some who tried to cash checks couldn't while others 

were charged a five dollar processing fee.  Lawyers for Ethridge say Citizen's Bank illegally froze the 

payroll account and asks the court to order the funds released to make sure everyone is paid.  

 

07/16/07 

10pm 

Boeing says it didn't do anything wrong but agrees to pay the government more than one million dollars to 

settle a dispute.  The federal government says the aviation giant double-billed for materials used in new  

K-C-135 aircraft engines.  That includes nuts, bolts, rivets and fasteners ...parts the government says were 

already part of the contract.  Boeing says the contract allowed the transfer of costs, so the billing was not 

done improperly.  Boeing will still payout for the claim. 

 

07/21/07 

10pm 

A late freeze took a toll on the wheat in South-Central Kansas.  Now the poor crop has some flour mills 

wondering if they should bring in grain from other states.  Millers say they can't use damaged wheat for 

flour.  The news is also bad out west where farmers had record yields.  The crop is too low in protein to be 

used for good bread flour.  A manager at the Horizon Milling plant in Newton says only several thousand 

bushels at the mill are suitable for flour.  The mill usually bins three million bushels. 

 

07/23/07 

5am 

This year is turning out to be a costly one in terms of natural disasters.  In this storm team 12 follow up;    

the federal government has now paid out 59-million dollars for Kansans dealing with the effects of 

tornadoes and floods.  FEMA says more than 4-thousand people in 24-counties have applied for disaster 

assistance from storms in May.  And 3-thousand people applied for help from the flooding in late June.   

More than one-hundred-30 families are still living in temporary house as a result of the disasters.  People 

affected by the May disasters have until August sixth to apply for help.  The June flood victims can apply 

through September fourth. 

      



 

 

ECONOMY Q-3 cont. 

 

07/24/07 

5am 

The first minimum wage increase in 10 years; but thousands of Kansas workers still won't make it.  Today 

the federal minimum wage jumped to 5.85 cents.  But almost 20-thousand Kansas workers will still make 

2.65 under Kansas minimum wage the lowest in the nation.  Two more upcoming hikes will bring 

minimum wage to 7.25 in 2009.  Today's increase means a full time worker will make 12 thousand dollars a 

year.  The federal poverty level is 10 thousand dollars. 

 

07/25/07 

5pm 

The special election about casinos in Sedgwick County is in less than two weeks.  Before you head to the 

polls the chamber here wanted to make sure you knew its position.  The chamber of commerce came out 

against casino gambling today.  Its board of directors debated for an hour and a half...before 60 percent 

voted to take this stance.  They say after months of research and discussion...they've determined a casino 

would have a negative impact on the business community.  The chamber says the social and public safety 

costs of a casino will make businesses reconsider moving to Wichita.  Before making this decision...the 

chamber surveyed its members.  Tonight at six hear the results and the impact on the chambers decision to 

come out against casinos. 

 

07/26/07 

5am 

In business news this morning 225 Wichita workers will soon be out of a job.  LSI Logic makes high end 

data storage systems for computer networks.  The company plans to out source production and 

manufacturing positions.  It's part of a year long process to eliminate 21 hundred jobs.  Workers will get six 

weeks notice. 

 

07/27/07 

10pm 

An Overland Park bank wants to take a million dollars worth of rides at Wild West World.  However, a 

lawyer for Thomas Etheredge filed an objection in bankruptcy court saying the park should not be sold in 

pieces.  If the court sides with the bank they would take possession of the log flume, the ferris wheel, the 

pirate ship and a flipping arm ride.  The park closed July ninth after filing for Chapter Eleven protection. 

 

07/29/07 

10pm 

Gas prices have dropped in the past week due in large part to Coffeyville and a refinery in Indiana coming 

back on-line.  The average price of a gallon of unleaded in Wichita is now 2.77.  That's down from 286 just 

a couple of days ago.  Nationwide the price is down 17-cents according to the Lundberg Survey.  Experts 

say crude prices are rising and the summer driving season still has a month to go which will likely prevent 

gas prices from falling any more.  The Coffeyville facility refines two-point-one million gallons of oil per 

day. 

 

07/31/07 

10pm 

If a Sedgwick County casino is approved, it will be some time before we know where it will be built.  Some 

business owners say the possibility of it being in downtown Wichita could make them move.  The CEO of 

Intrust Bank and the President of Cargill meats both say they want the best possible work environment for 

their employees.  If a downtown casino affects that they may move their headquarters out of downtown.   

Other business owners think a downtown casino would boost income.  If a casino is approved in Sedgwick 

County management companies must promise to build a 250 million dollar facility. 

 

 

      
 



 

 

ECONOMY Q-3 cont. 

 

08/01/07 

5pm 

More than 200 people will be out of a job when Park City's Optima Bus shuts down next week.  Now those 

workers will have a chance to learn new skills.  Today the Sedgwick County Commission signed off on a 

settlement with Optima's new parent company North American Bus Industries.  The company agreed to pay 

50-thousand dollars for former employees to go back to school at the Wichita Area Technical College.  The 

new company is moving Optima's operations to Alabama. 

 

08/04/07 

10pm 

Hugoton Kansas will be the site of the first in the nation type of ethanol plant.  A Spanish company is 

building two different plants.  The first will turn crop residue and other vegetation into ethanol.  The second 

is a traditional corn to ethanol plant.  They are expected to produce a total of 115 million gallons a year.  

 

08/08/07 

6am 

Drivers should soon be getting more relief at the gas pump.  The U.S. Energy Department says gas 

production is up.   That means prices will continue to fall.  The current national average for a gallon of 

regular unleaded is 2.81.  Energy officials say it could be down as low as 2.64 by December.  Here in 

Wichita the average price for regular right now is 2.68 a gallon. 

 

08/09/07 

10pm 

Charities will suffer from the closing of Wichita Greyhound Park.  Since 1990 the park has donated five 

and a half million dollars.  Charities from across the state received anywhere from 600-dollars to 40-

thousand.  Donations are based on how much money is wagered at the park.  And they've gone down the 

past four years because business at the park is down.  For a complete list of charities the park donated to  

go to www.kwch.com look under Web Exclusives. 

 

08/15/07 

10pm 

New tonight the nation's largest mortgage lender may be forced into bankruptcy.  Countrywide Financial 

serves homeowners here in Kansas.  Its shares dropped nearly 13 percent because of the crunch in the 

mortgage and credit markets.  Analysts say countrywide may now be forced to file for bankruptcy 

protection.  If your mortgage is with Countrywide realtors we talked to say the bankruptcy shouldn't impact 

your loan. 

 

08/22/07 

10pm 

Nearly 30 percent of America's oil comes from the Gulf of Mexico.  So don't be surprised if you see a rise 

in pump prices because of Hurricane Dean.  You won't see prices at the pump rise immediately.  The 

Mexico oil company still hasn't been able to survey the damage hurricane dean did to rigs. 

 

08/24/07 

6pm 

There weren't long lines at this convenience store at 37th and Rock but that may not be the case, come 

tomorrow.  The Powerball jackpot is up to 300-million-dollars.  There hasn't been a winner since June 27th.  

12 people came close on Wednesday but no was the lucky ticket holder.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.kwch.com/


 

 

ECONOMY Q-3 cont. 

 

08/26/07 

10pm 

The potential buyer for Wild West World will be in town this week.  The president of Parks America will 

tour the property and meet with lawyers for Thomas Etheredge.  However it could be two months before 

Parks America makes a formal offer.  A letter of interest says the company would pay 12-million dollars 

for the bankrupt park. 

 

08/27/07 

5pm 

It's a first for home prices nationwide.  Economists predict a report due out this week will show a drop in 

the median price of single family homes.  The cause too much inventory, weak demand and the ongoing 

credit crunch.  Prices should fall between five and ten percent, with even deeper price cuts expected in the 

next three to six months.  Many homeowners stand to lose their nest egg, their home equity.  Fact Finder 12 

looked at how the trend affects the Wichita market.  And it turns out things are different here.  The numbers 

show home prices in the city have steadily increased over the past few years...between three and a half and 

four percent making it a seller's market.  Local realtors say Wichita's solid economy, steady job growth and 

mass availability of land help.  Experts say the nationwide trends are not representative they only focus on 

a few markets...but impact buyers and sellers here.  Sellers have been hesitant to reject a low offer because 

they believe it's the best they'll get. 

 

08/30/07 

5am 

Change a light bulb and save energy and money.  Sedgwick County's starting a new campaign it wants you 

to change out a regular light bulb for a compact fluorescent bulb.  These bulbs can last up to ten times 

longer and use two thirds less energy.  One county commissioner says they take some getting used to.    

The program starts for the general public in October.  You can sign a pledge on line and get a coupon for 

one just go to www.kwch.com  

 

08/31/07 

5am 

Three months after flooding forced it to close the Hutchinson Zoo will re-open just in time for Labor Day 

weekend.  More than seven inches of rain flooded the zoo's lagoon leaving much of the complex 

underwater.  Much of the water has receded and tomorrow the zoo will re-open.  Zoo officials did make a 

new exhibit out of one flooded area; a beaver that enjoyed the extra water. 

 
09/02/07 

10pm 

Rough skies could be ahead as Boeing prepares to launch its 7 8 7 Dreamliner.  A source close to the 

program tells the Seattle Times that Boeing will announce a delay in the plane's first flight this week.   

Eight weeks after a public unveiling...Boeing workers are still putting together the inside of the first 

Dreamliner.  The newspaper says replacing thousands of temporary fasteners that hold the plane together 

with permanent ones has taken longer than originally thought.  In addition major work needs to be done on 

wiring and mechanical systems.  The maiden flight of the 787 is schedule for this fall.  Wichita-based Spirit 

Aerosystems builds sections for most Boeing planes including the forward fuselage of the 787. 

 

09/03/07 

5pm 

It wasn't as big as Titanic or Sue; but Exploration Place says an exhibit featuring the works of Leonardo Da 

Vinci was still a success.  Virtual Codex Atlanticus made the museum more than 82-thousand dollars 

during its two-month run.  Previous exhibits "Titanic" and "A T-Rex named sue" brought in 200-thousand 

and 100-thousand dollars respectively.  The museum says attendance also increased during the exhibit's run 

which they attribute in part to a five-dollar price break for museum members. 
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ECONOMY Q-3 cont. 

 

09/04/07 

6pm 

Frontier Airlines is flying into some bumpy skies on its way to Wichita.  It was supposed to use planes 

from another airline, Lynx Aviation but the FAA has not certified them yet.  Until that happens it's working 

with two other airlines.  Frontier's spokesperson tells us the planes are similar to the ones from Lynx so all 

the flights will go as planned.  He doesn't know when lynx will get certified. 

 

09/08/07 

10pm 

You could soon pay more for fruits and vegetables because of a crackdown on illegal immigration.  That‟s 

the warning today from the Chairman of the House Agriculture Committee.  Speaking at the State Fair in 

Hutchinson, Congressman Collin Peterson, said the crackdown has led to a shortage of farm labor.  He says 

some crops will NOT be harvested this year unless growers find more workers.  Peterson says the 

committee will hold hearings on the issue soon.  Meantime the Senate is expected to debate on the farm bill 

in the next few weeks.  The House passed it more than a month ago. 

 
09/12/07 

6pm 

Continuing coverage tonight of Wild West World...as a judge postpones a decision on whether the defunct 

park's rides should be returned.  The judge was supposed to rule tomorrow but will hold off until the end of 

the month whether blue valley bank can have its rides back.  In the meantime Parks America the company 

interested in buying the amusement park says it‟s still working on its offer.  The president says he's still not 

sure when it will be ready.  The attorney for Wild West World has said if the rides are returned it‟s less 

likely the park will sell. 

 

09/13/07 

6am 

New this morning...the machinists union says it's reached a tentative agreement with Cessna on a new 

contract.  The agreement came early this morning.  Union President Steve Rooney tells us it's a three year 

agreement with a general wage increase of five percent in the first year... and four percent the next two 

years.  It also keeps the medical insurance the same as the current agreement.  The current contract ends 

Sunday.  A vote on the contract is set for Saturday.  The union represents about 54-hundred Cessna 

workers. 

 

09/14/07 

5am 

Farmers who had a good harvest this year are seeing some of the highest prices ever paid for wheat.  The 

price on the Chicago board of trade this week hit a record high of 8 dollars 90 cents a bushel although 

prices have already started to drop back some.  McPherson County farmer Bruce Otte says it's unusual the 

price spike came after harvest instead of before and says fear of a wheat shortage is driving the market.  

Otte says don't blame the farmer if the cost of bread goes up.  He says fuel costs have a bigger impact --

than the price of wheat. 

 

09/15/07 

9am 

The bidding is over and only one company wants to build the downtown arena.  About 50 people gathered 

at the courthouse Friday to watch the bid opening.  Wichita's Dondlinger and Sons construction submitted 

the single bid for 136 million dollars.  The county set aside 140 million for construction.  Commissioner, 

Tom Winters says the public shouldn't be concerned that only one bid was submitted.  Dondlinger said it 

would take just over two years to complete the arena.  Construction is supposed to start in November.  

Commissioners will vote on the bid in two weeks. 

 

 

 



 

 

ECONOMY Q-3 cont. 

 

09/17/07 

6am 

It's back to work for folks at Cessna today.  And this morning they're starting work under a new contract.  

In this morning's AviationWatch...63 percent of union machinists voted in favor of the new agreement this 

weekend.  The three year deal give a give percent pay hike the first year and four percent each the second 

and third.  It also increases their pension plan and employees will have three insurance options.  This new 

contract affects about 54-hundred Cessna employees. 

 

09/18/07 

10pm 

More than a hundred new jobs are headed to Kansas.  Collins Industries is closing its plant in Bluffton, 

Ohio and move production to South Hutchinson.  It will bring a payroll of nearly three million dollars.  

Collins says the Kansas plant is under utilized and the move will strengthen the company.  The transition 

should be complete by November 9th. 

 

09/19/07 

6am 

The Federal Reserve cuts short term interest rates half a percent.  It's an attempt to keep the economy from 

sliding into a recession.  But the Wichita market has been much more stable than markets on the coasts. 

 

09/21/07 

6pm 

WSU's Center for Real Estate says Wichita's housing market will continue to grow despite problems with 

the nationwide housing market.  The center released its annual housing forecast this afternoon.  It predicts 

overall home sales and home prices will rise for the rest of 2007 and into 2008.  In fact home prices should 

finish the year 3-point-8 percent higher than last year.  Center Director Stan Longhofer says an especially 

wet winter and spring hurt new home construction and new home sales... But says a turnaround is already 

in the works.  Longhofer also says even with the turmoil in the mortgage market t; people with solid credit 

should be relatively unaffected.  To read the entire report goes to our website at www.kwch.com it's a Web 

Exclusive. 

 

09/22/07 

10pm 

A new study finds more and more Kansans are buying hybrid cars.  Opening tonight's 

ConsumerWatch...R.L. Polk and Company looked at sales figures from all 50 states.  They found that sales 

of hybrids in Kansas were up almost 72-percent during the first seven months of this year when compared 

to last year.  That's the fifth highest growth rate in the country.  Nationwide hybrid sales were up almost 50-

percent.  R.L. Polk is an auto information and marketing company. 

 

09/23/07 

10pm 

This will be a big week for Cessna, Hawker Beech-Craft and dozens of other plane makers.  Opening 

tonight's AviationWatch...the National Business Aviation Association's annual convention starts Tuesday in 

Atlanta.  It's a chance for companies to show off their planes, sample the latest technology and meet with 

potential buyers.  In fact it's not unusual for companies to announce sales of several planes during the 

week-long event.  Organizers expect around 30-thousand people to show up.  Spirit aero-systems and 

Boeing will also be at the convention. 
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ECONOMY Q-3 cont. 

 

09/24/07 

10pm 

A swimming pool, a senior center and a library; they're all possibilities Valley Center may get if residents 

approve a one percent sales tax.  But there are signs all over town asking people to say no in tomorrow's 

vote.  The city administrator says the sales tax increase would give residents things they want.  This sales 

tax would start January 1st, but has no end date.  The city estimates it would bring in 300 thousand dollars a 

year of increased revenue.  Polls will be open from 6 in the morning 'til 7 at night for the vote. 

 

09/25/07 

10pm 

Sales tax will not be going up in Valley Center.  Voters overwhelmingly said no to an increase 87 to 12 

percent.  While the sales tax increase was not proposed for a specific project the city administrator says it 

would have give residents things they want.   

 

09/26/07 

6pm 

The cost of the downtown arena project has gone up again.  Continuing our coverage tonight...Sedgwick 

County commissioners approved the new 2-hundred-5 million dollar price tag this morning.  It's four-

million more than the previous estimate of 2-hundred-1 million dollars.  The commission also accepted 

Dondlinger and Son's bid to build the arena.  The company was the only one to bid on the project.  

Groundbreaking is set for November with construction scheduled to be completed in fall of 2009. 

 

09/27/07 

6pm 

The cost of the downtown arena project has gone up again.  Continuing our coverage tonight...Sedgwick 

County commissioners approved the new 2-hundred-5 million dollar price tag this morning.  It's four-

million more than the previous estimate of 2-hundred-1 million dollars.  The commission also accepted 

Dondlinger and Son's bid to build the arena.  The company was the only one to bid on the project.  

Groundbreaking is set for November with construction scheduled to be completed in fall of 2009. 

 

09/28/07 

5pm 

People are losing their homes and the Kansas Attorney General wants to know why.  Paul Morrison named 

a task force to look into what's behind home foreclosures in Kansas including mortgage fraud and sub-

prime loans.  Fact Finder 12 looks into how bad foreclosures are in the state.  We found Kansas ranks 37th 

in the country.  Realty Trac a real estate information company says there were 428 foreclosures in the state 

in August that's one in about every 27-hundred households.  That number is slightly down from July but up 

eleven and a half percent from August 2006.  Across the country foreclosures were up 115 percent in the 

last year. 

 

09/30/07 

10pm 

It's a manual that regulates every aspect of farming life; one that is now void.  The U.S. Farm bill expired 

today.  Most programs will continue without interruption.  The House passed a version in July the issue is 

now hung up in the senate agriculture committee.  Lawmakers say the chair of that committee is in 

disagreement with all of its members and progress is slow.  In the meantime, farmers operate under the old 

farm bill.  Although there have been delays Congressman Jerry Moran expects to have a farm bill approved 

by the end of the year.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

EDUCATION Q-3  

 

07/06/07 

6pm 

Supreme Court Chief Justice John Roberts is coming to Kansas.  Roberts will speak at KU next April.  The 

speech will be the first ever by a sitting chief justice in Kansas.  Roberts will also meet with students at 

both the law school and the school of business.  The speech will be open to the public but tickets won't be 

available until sometime next year. 

 

07/12/07 

10pm 

Rebuilding Greensburg...as plans are being drawn for new schools in Greensburg Kiowa county's three 

school districts are considering consolidation.  Greensburg school officials say they envision new, 

technologically advanced schools.  The Havilland and Mullinville districts agree Greensburg schools 

should serve the entire county in some fashion but aren't yet sure about to what degree that will be.   

 

07/16/07 

6pm 

Kids don't want to think about school yet, its summer vacation.  But Wichita parents need too; enrollment 

starts next week.  And that's when some students will be given new ID numbers.  Those who were enrolled 

in Wichita schools before 1999 use their social security number for identification.  The district says it's time 

to change that and wants to protect those students‟ identities.   Enrollment begins July 27th and goes 

through august 2
nd

. 

 

07/19/07 

5am 

KU wants to stop its students from downloading music illegally.  The school's adopting a zero tolerance 

policy towards illegal downloading.  Starting this fall, if a student is caught doing it, their dorm room will 

automatically losing internet access.  Previously, KU officials gave students three chances.  All this comes 

after the recording industry sent letters to KU students demanding payment for illegal downloads. 

 

07/21/07 

8am 

After a year long investigation officials say a KU building does not cause cancer.  The building in question 

was Wescoe Hall.  It all started when several people working in the building were diagnosed with brain 

tumors.  KU officials decided to investigate if something inside the building could be responsible.  

Investigators found no evidence of that.  They did find higher levels of formaldehyde in a few offices; but 

nothing unsafe.  KU is now working to replace the air-handling systems in the building. 

 

07/24/07 

10pm 

A western Kansas school district is having trouble filling teaching positions - and time is running out before 

the start of the new school year.  Math, Science, Special Education and Language Arts are the areas most in 

need.  Recruiters are looking at states like Michigan and Ohio where there seems to be an abundance of 

available teachers.  If qualified candidates aren't found, the district has a plan to make sure each class has a 

teacher.  For a list of the open positions go to www.kwch.com  

 

07/25/07 

10pm 

Three weeks before classes start several Wichita school are infected with mold.  Staff found spores in five 

schools when they returned from summer break.  They blame unseasonably wet weather during the hottest 

time of the year when the buildings are closed.  In high concentrations mold can cause respiratory 

problems.  But the district says the mold is in isolated areas and there doesn't appear to be a health risk.  

Enrollment will begin as scheduled at all schools Friday.  The district expects to have the mold taken care 

of by the time school starts August fifteenth.  This is the first time mold has been discovered in a Wichita 

school since 2004. 

http://www.kwch.com/
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07/27/07 

5am 

Yesterday the Kansas Highway Patrol did its annual safety inspection on the districts busses; making sure 

lights and safety equipment work properly.  Once a bus passes inspection a green sticker is put in the 

driver-side window.  For everything you need to know about back to school including start dates, log on to 

our website at www.kwch.com     

 

07/30/07 

6pm 

Last week we told you about several Wichita schools infected with mold.  Tonight, school officials say it's 

almost all gone.  They tell us the mold is out of all of the local schools except one classroom at College Hill 

Elementary.  They hope to have the mold there taken care of within a week.  Classes begin August 15th. 

 

08/01/07 

5pm 

With the school year just around the corner; the Wichita district finds itself in an unusual situation.  In the 

past the district wasn't paying enough to keep teachers but now they can't keep them away.  A recent pay 

raise has brought an overwhelming number of applicants wanting to teach.  The district says Wichita now 

has the highest starting salary and benefits in the state bringing in more qualified applicants.  There are 38 

spots remaining.  District says they will have nearly five hundred teachers before school starts. 

 

08/02/07 

5am 

New York's Attorney General investigating if KU was part of a student loan kickback scheme.  Andrew 

Cuomo served 39 universities with subpoenas to see if their athletic departments steered athletes to certain 

lenders in exchange for money, trips and other gifts.  He's also looking at how team names, mascots and 

colors were used to suggest the company was the college's preferred lender. 

 

08/03/07 

10pm 

New at ten...the Maize school district is expanding its drug testing policy with the start of the school year.  

Until now students in extra-curricular activities could be tested only if there was a suspicion of drug use.  

Now parents must sign a release agreeing to random testing even if there's no indication their child is in 

drugs.  If a students refuses to be tested he or she won't be allowed to participate in sports or other 

activities.  Another change almost anything outside of going to class including driving and parking at the 

school is now an extra-curricular activity.  Students will get a copy of the new policy once school starts.  

But if you don't want to wait you can find it on our website at www.kwch.com it is a web exclusive. 

 

08/06/07 

6pm 

Wichita teachers are voting on whether or not to accept their new contact offer.  Last month the Wichita 

School Board and the Teachers Union reached an agreement on the new contract; including a four percent 

pay raise and more health insurance.  If teachers accept the offer... then it must be approved by the school 

board next Monday. 

 

08/09/07 

10pm 

KU will be able to warn its students if there's an emergency on campus.  The university has begun testing a 

system used to alert students, developed after the shootings at Virginia Tech.  An emergency message can 

be sent to one building or the entire campus. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.kwch.com/
http://www.kwch.com/


 

 

EDUCATION Q-3 cont. 

 

08/10/07 

10pm 

Many Wichita State students may be spending their nights at another college campus across town.  

Administrators expect so many students to live on-campus this fall, they've arranged for overflow housing 

at Newman University.  Vice-President for campus life Ron Kopita says he doesn't know how many 

students will have to sleep at Newman.  He also says the arrangement will last until enough beds become 

available at WSU.  Kopita says transportation will be available throughout the day for students traveling 

between the two schools. 

 

08/13/07 

5pm 

Wichita teachers may start the school year with a new contract.  Teachers approved the deal more than 93-

percent voted for it.  It calls for a 4 percent raise.  The Wichita school board will vote tonight on whether to 

approve the contract. 

 

08/14/07 

10pm 

Rebuilding the town of Greensburg takes a step forward tomorrow with the start of school.  Temporary 

trailers are set up for classrooms.  Crews were still working on the gym and cafeteria when we last visited.  

Only about 200 students are enrolled 70 percent of what enrollment was before the May fourth tornado.  

Eyewitness News will be there tomorrow as Greensburg starts school.  Watch for live reports on 

Eyewitness News this morning starting at five. 

 

08/15/07 

6pm 

Wichita students went back to school today, but for some it was their first time ever.  Kindergarten students 

at Jackson Elementary are getting a small taste of school this week.  Instead of having the whole class meet 

all at once; they stagger the students into small groups that go on different days.  This gives the student 

some time to learn his or her surroundings.  The whole class will be together beginning Monday. 

 

08/16/07 

5am 

500 students will stay home today as the rest of Andover starts school.  That's because construction on 

martin elementary isn't finished.  The superintendent says classrooms are big, with lots of storage and 

they're wired for the latest technology.  Martin is one of three new schools being built in Andover from a 39 

million dollar bond project.  The other two will open next fall. 

 

08/20/07 

6pm 

Today kicks off the first full week of school in Wichita.  Nearly all of the district's vacancies have been 

filled.  We called the Wichita school district; they said they were short a couple of Special Education 

teachers and librarians.  Otherwise a spokesperson says they're sitting pretty.  That's in comparison to prior 

years when teaching positions weren't filled when school started. 

 

08/21/07 

5pm 

It'll probably be next week before things cool down completely at a Derby Elementary School.  Derby Hills 

has air conditioning, but two separate problems with the system have teachers using fans and moving 

classes to other rooms when it gets too warm.  Because it's not a building wide problem-the district is still 

having classes here.  Students are encouraged to drink plenty of water and teachers are on the lookout for 

kids who don't handle the heat as well as others.  The district's already made one fix but it'll take shutting 

down the system to do the other.  That should happen this weekend. 

 

 



 

 

EDUCATION Q-3 cont. 

 

08/22/07 

6pm 

High school kids in the town of Holcomb have the rest of the week off and you can see why.  Powerful 

winds damaged their building Monday night.  A large piece of the roof is gone... and at least half of the 

building has water damage.  We checked today and the high school still doesn't know when classes will 

resume but they're cancelled at least through Friday.  Holcomb's elementary and middle schools are open. 

 

08/23/07 

6pm 

Teachers in Wellington say they want what they're owed.  They'll start the school year Monday without a 

contract.  Money is the sticking point.  Career teachers, or those with ten years or more on the job, feel like 

they should be compensated.  Right now, the contract gives all teachers, new and career, a standard 4-point-

4 percent increase.  The district lost some new teachers because of pay, but funds are limited.  It could be 

two months before the two sides head back to the bargaining table.  School will start Monday as planned.  

In the meantime, teachers will work under their old contracts. 

 
08/24/07 

10pm 

Something else in a Wichita high school today; a presidential candidate; Sam Brownback spoke with East 

High students in a ceremony to recognize their work in passing a law that takes state pension funds out of 

Darfur.  Hundreds of thousands have been killed by the regime in power there.  At the assembly, students 

some who won't be old enough to vote in next year's election managed to ask a few questions about 

Brownback's political stance on abortion, gay marriage, and illegal immigration. 

 

08/25/07 

8am 

For some Wichita high school students classrooms are off limits a leak in Wichita south's roof caused water 

damage and possibly mold.  The school closed two rooms after faculty noticed damaged ceiling tiles.  The 

district is now taking air samples to test for mold.  Thursday Wichita south sent a letter home with parents 

to let them know.  Students don't know when they'll be allowed back to the rooms.  The principal hasn't 

received any reports of health problems. 

 

08/26/07 

10pm 

The Otis-Bison school district USD403 will be running on a heat schedule this week.  Classes at the middle 

school will be let out at 1:15 p-m.  The high school and elementary schools will be dismissed at 1:30. 

 

08/27/07 

6pm 

Wichita schools had a special visitor today.  Kansas Education Commissioner Alexa Posny walked the 

halls of Marshall Middle School, East High School, and Stanley Elementary.  Here at Marshall Posny was 

escorted by Wichita superintendent Winston Brooks.  She says she was excited to see the improvement 

Wichita schools have made on student achievement initiatives and some of the district's programs.      

Posny is also expected to address the Wichita's board of education this evening. 

 

08/28/07 

10pm 

Sumner County lays out what it wants from casino developers.  The county commission approved sending 

out its request for proposals today.  The RFP calls for at least a 225 million dollar destination casino.  They 

want retail shops, several restaurants, and a convention and concert facility.  It also would like to see green 

construction and the use of local labor.  The economic development director says there are eight serious 

developers so far.  The proposals are due October 24
th

 and many are now wondering exactly what and 

where developers want to build.  Developers are interested in the Mulvane and Wellington turnpike 

interchanges.  But the two towns are taking very different approaches with developers. 



 

 

EDUCATION Q-3 cont. 

 

08/31/07 

5pm 

Air test results find no mold in two classrooms at Wichita's South High School.  Last week we show you 

the water damage the rain and a leaky roof left.  Administrators moved the students out of rooms as a 

precaution.  Students will still meet in other areas of the school until contractors find the leak in the roof 

and fix the damaged ceiling. 

 

09/01/07 

8am 

A group of college students fighting a Kansas tuition law loses in court.  This group filed a lawsuit against 

the 2004 law allowing some illegal immigrants to pay in-state tuition.  These are out-of-state students who 

say it's unfair that they pay out-of-state tuition when illegal immigrants pay less.  But an appeals court in 

Denver disagrees.  Without discussing whether the law is good or bad the court said the students cannot 

challenge it because they didn't prove they would benefit even if the law were removed. 

 
09/04/07 

10pm 

A proposed school boundary change has a lot of people upset.  Right now Bel Aire  is split in two districts; 

some students attend classes in Wichita others in the Circle district.  But now there's talk of making 

changes to the boundaries that would force some Circle students to transfer to the Wichita district.  Even if 

the city council approves it; the final decision will be up to the State Board of Education. 

 

09/05/07 

10pm 
Wichita public schools have made some great gains in student achievement.  That was part of the message 

from Superintendent Winston Brooks as he delivered his State of the District message today.  Brooks also 

said the district faces challenges from population growth especially in the far northeast section.  Another 

topic was the effort to end bussing for desegregation.  The school leader says there are some real 

misunderstandings on that topic.  Brooks says the other reason students are bussed is to get them to specific 

programs, like Special Ed, Magnet schools, or English as a second language. 

 

09/12/07 

5am 

The number of Wichita schools achieving adequate yearly progress is up from last year.  The Kansas 

Department of Education has released its list of schools that met AYP in reading and math in the 2007 state 

assessments.  It shows 47 Wichita schools met their goals; three more than last year.  The district says the 

majority of schools that did not meet AYP; they missed their targets in reading.  As part of the no child left 

behind law every student must be 100 percent proficient in both Reading and Math by 2014.  For a 

complete look at the results and sample questions from assessment tests; go to our website at 

www.kwch.com  

 

09/13/07 

5pm 
Fort Hays State students say they want to keep their school's name and they'll fight for it.  The school is 

considering changing its name to "The University of Western Kansas".  Some students are circulating a 

petition against it on campus.  More than a thousand people joined a separate petition on facebook.com.  A 

report says a name-change is needed because the school is no longer a military facility but students say they 

don't want fort hays state to lose its heritage.  The university tried first changing its name in the late 1980s. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.kwch.com/
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09/15/07 

10pm 

Theater majors at Wichita State perform dance moves taught to them by a Broadway star.  Actor Taye 

Diggs and choreographer Andrew Palermo helped put the show together.  Diggs was unable to attend 

today's informal showing but Palermo introduced the students and explained their show called "beyond 

Words."  The performance is centered on autism -- which is also what inspired the dance moves.  The 

students have been rehearsing for two weeks with Diggs and Palermo.  They plan to do the complete 

performance for the Kansas Dance Festival in November. 

 

09/18/07 

6pm 

Governor Sebilius wants to expand early childhood programs.  She says a recent survey found half of the 

state's five-year-olds aren't ready for kindergarten.  That's why she wants to propose an education plan 

targeted at three and four year olds.  The governor says if the state waits until kindergarten to provide 

services it's often too late to help some kids catch up.  Sebilius won't say anymore about the plan until the 

State house is back in session in January. 

 

09/19/07 

10pm 

The Circle School District will fight to keep its boundaries.  Next week Wichita plans to ask Circle for the 

boundary change.  It will include four miles in Bel Aire currently in the circle district and land near Jabara 

Airport.  The Circle superintendent says any loss of land will cause the district to lose money.  Right now 

students from other districts can petition to attend circle but the superintendent says a boundary change 

may stop that.  The Bel Aire city council wants the boundary change so all it's students attend one district. 

 

09/21/07 

6am 

School districts across Kansas are counting the number of kids in class yesterday.  Those attendance 

numbers from will determine how much money districts will get from the state.  It's about 43-hundred 

dollars a child.  McCollum Elementary held grandparents day hoping to get more students in class.  

Chisholm Trail Elementary scheduled its annual balloon launch to coincide with the head count.  The 

Wichita district will release the numbers at Monday's board meeting. 

 

09/24/07 

10pm 

The Wichita school district votes to expand its school boundary.  Last week the Bel Aire city council voted 

for all its students to attend Wichita schools.  Right now they are split between the Wichita and Circle 

districts.  Circle plans to fight the boundary change. 

 

09/25/07 

10pm 

The Salina Area Technical School will become a stand alone technical school.  The Legislature required the 

school either merge with an institute of higher learning or seek its own accreditation.  K-State Salina, 

Hutchinson Community College, Cloud County Community College all wanted to merge with the school.   

But tonight the board of education voted to become independent.  A crowd applauded the board's decision.  

It will take at least four years for the school to become accredited and cost more than 36 thousand dollars. 

 

09/27/07 

10pm 

A seven year old girl dropped at the wrong bus stop.  Her family just moved to the area and she didn't know 

how to get home.  Now her mother says she wants the school bus company to take responsibility for its 

mistake.  Reed says she hasn't had any more bus problems since she complained to the school.  The Wichita 

school district has its own transportation department to investigate bus complaints.  You can find the 

number at www.kwch.com  

http://www.kwch.com/


 

 

ENVIRONMENT Q-3 

 

07/01/07 

10pm 

To the south in Linn County roads are now rivers and street signs are floating messages.  Almost two feet 

of rain fell in some areas this weekend.  People who ventured out soon ran into problems.  Drivers in 

flooded areas are warned not to drive through water-covered streets.  Even a small amount of water can 

sweep vehicles downstream.  KDOT has closed parts of U-S 54,  

U-S 400 and U-S 160 in eastern Kansas. 

 

07/02/07 

7am 

In Cowley County the rain is causing rivers to reach near record levels.  The Winfield fairgrounds looks 

more like another branch of the walnut river.  It's been out of its flood banks since Thursday.  Right now it's 

at about 35 feet that's the highest it's been since 1998 when it hit 40 feet.  People there say they're tired of 

the rain... but it has kept them busy.  Some homes and businesses also have flooded basements because of 

all the heavy rain. 

 

07/03/07 

5am 

There are problems a little further north also.  You won't be able to make it down this street in Iola and 

about 40 percent of people in Osawatomie have been forced from their homes.  A creek and a nearby river 

continue to rise from the weekend's heavy rains.  The National Guard is there helping people evacuate. 

 
07/04/07 

7am 

Sedgwick County residents are dealing with flooding problems.  Homeowners in Salem Township have 

been pumping water from their basements since Friday.  This is what many basements in the area look like.  

The township estimates 500 people are dealing with the water.  Residents say something blame poor road 

maintenance and want something to be done about it.  Residents say if there is a problem they shouldn't 

have been given building permits.  Storck says it's the homeowner‟s responsibility to research an area 

before buying. 

 

07/05/07 

5am 

Environmental officials say the 42-thousand-gallon crude oil slick that spilled into the Verdigris River 

earlier this week has mostly dissipated.  And there's no indication the oil went into the lake that supplies 

Tulsa's water like previously thought.  Experts believe the oil was captured by trees and other vegetation 

just upstream from the lake. 

 

07/06/07 

6pm 

Farmers in Western Kansas say this year's wheat harvest is the best they've seen in quite awhile.  The same 

cannot be said for South-Central Kansas.  Gary Cramer with the Sedgwick County Extension Office says 

all the rain has brought most harvesting to a stop.  He says many farmers are waiting for their fields to dry 

out but when they do there may not be much left to collect.  Cramer says while the rain didn't help things.  

The late spring freeze likely caused the most damage. 

 

07//07/07 

8am 

Flooding damaged more than three thousand Kansas homes and businesses.  The Adjutant General's office 

says one thousand of them are from Coffeyville in Montgomery County.    Another thousand are in Miami 

County.  600 homes and businesses are destroyed or damaged in Wilson County, 400 in Elk County, and 

150 in Neosho County.  Homeowners insurance will not cover the flood damage 

 

 



 

 

ENVIRONMENT Q-3 cont. 

 

07/09/07 

10pm 

Sheets of rain, that's how drivers describe tonight's storm; it started around six tonight and quickly created 

problems.  The driver of this car was trying to avoid someone having car problems in front of her.  She 

swerved; her wheels went over the curb and got stuck in the ditch.  She had to wait 30 minutes for a tow 

truck to arrive. 

 

07/10/07 

10pm 

The EPA is taking over oil clean up efforts.  It reached an agreement with Coffeyville Resources Refining 

for the company to sample and monitors any oil discharged into the Verdigris River do an inventory and 

estimate how much oil was released.  They will come up with a plan to clean up where the oil seeped.  And 

try not to pollute the public water supply, and prevent oil from reaching Lake Oologah in Oklahoma.  The 

refinery has already hired environmental contractors to access damage and responds to the spill. 

 

07/11/07 

10pm 

Flood worries have people in Reno County watching the water tonight.  Emergency Management expects 

high water from Cow Creek in Rice County to move down river; that could mean more problems for people 

who've had wet basements twice in the last two months.  Cow Creek crested at 16 feet this morning; 

anything higher than 14 feet usually causes problems in Reno County. 

 

07/13/07 

5pm 

An autopsy shows a man died of asphyxiation by drowning in Coffeyville during the flooding earlier this 

month.  Police say 55-year-old Junior Denning of Illinois was found in a motel room.  The Coffeyville 

police commander says, Denning was warned to evacuate the motel twice as floodwaters approached but he 

refused to leave.       

 
07/14/07 

8am 

This morning we're told there hasn't been any more flooding in the town of Kinsley.  That's good news for 

dozens of people forced to evacuate their homes Friday.  Wednesday and Thursday's storms sent a creek in 

Kinsley out of its banks.  Dozens of homes are flooded.  Fire fighters evacuated six families when waters 

reached the doors to their homes.  Several roads in the area are closed and officials say it could be a few 

days before they're ready to re-open.  Another surge of water is expected from upstream but officials don't 

expect it to cause as many problems. 

 

07/16/07 

6pm 

Montgomery County is adding up the damage from the flood that hit Coffeyville.  Officials say 63-hundred 

homes and 123 businesses in the county were damaged or destroyed.  150 miles of paved road and 400 

miles of gravel roads were damaged.  FEMA has registered eleven-hundred people for aid.  Residents of 

Coffeyville whose homes were most severely damaged were allowed to return for the first time last Friday. 

 

07/17/07 

10pm 

It's 10 o'clock and your news starts now.  12 hours and still burning; tonight firefighters are trying to put 

out a fire at the Barton Solvents plant in Valley Center.  This morning chemical tanks exploded with a 

plume of smoke seen for miles.  Residents are now evacuated.  Officials say it may be two days before they 

are allowed back into town. 
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07/18/07 

10pm 

Valley Center residents going home; residents started lining up in this parking lot early this 

morning...waiting to get into town.  About 5 thousand of them had to find another place to sleep last night 

after a chemical fire at the Barton Solvents plant.  Emergency workers started letting the residents back into 

town at 9:15.  Not all residents are back home though.  The quarter mile area around the Barton Solvents 

plant is still closed-off.  There are about 30 homes in the area.  Officials don't know when they'll be able to 

open it.  For those people the Kansas Coliseum is still open as a shelter.  Officials are also telling people in 

the half mile area you see there to be cautious. they say there could still be health risks there.   

 

07/19/07 

10pm 

The government is investigating the plant explosion at Barton Solvents.  Today three members of the U.S. 

Chemical Safety and Hazard Investigation Board arrived in Valley Center.  They look into all chemical 

accidents and will to make sure safety standards were followed and investigate any equipment failure that 

could have caused Tuesday's explosion.  The board does not issue citations or fines, but does make safety 

recommendations to OSHA and the EPA.  Board members are appointed by the president and confirmed by 

the Senate. 

 

07/20/07 

5am 

Fourteen more counties in Kansas can now get federal help in recovering from severe storms and flooding 

from the last few months.  The Federal Emergency Management Agency says three counties including 

McPherson and smith are now part of the disaster declaration from May 6th.  And eleven counties 

including Butler, Greenwood and Chautauqua have been added to the declaration from July 2nd.  The 

program helps pay for costs including property that was damaged and not insured. 

 

07/28/07 

8am 

Heavy smoke closed K-42 Friday night.  Several Sedgwick County farmers in the area were issued burn 

permits.  That may have been what sparked this grassfire.  Officers say the smoke was extra thick because 

of all the green growth from recent rain.  They say the best time to burn is when the wind is blowing to the 

south. 

 

07/29/07 

10pm 

It may have been slow moving in but when the clouds finally opened up this afternoon here's what they left 

behind.  Here's what things looked like in West Wichita near West and 8th Street.  Streets flooded in the 

South and West parts of town.  If you live in Wichita you know the spots likely to flood; emergency 

workers remind you to avoid those places until the water recedes.  Westar says the storm knocked out 

power to nearly 3-thousand customers across Sedgwick County.  At last check, power had been restored to 

more than half of those customers.   

 

07/30/07 

5pm 

 
A potential threat to Salina's city water supply appears averted.  Quick action kept more than two thousand 

gallons of diesel fuel from spilling into the Smoky Hill River.  Sunday, thousands of gallons of diesel fuel 

spilled into a Salina creek.  A Kansas Gas service employee noticed the leak from a tank used to fill up the 

company‟s fleet of trucks.  The diesel had run through storm drain and into the creek.  The fire department 

contained most of the oil.  Today Kansas Gas monitored the water which officials say appears to pose no 

threat to people or to wildlife.  Kansas Gas and its contractors will continue to monitor the creek for a few 

days.  KDHE is also on the scene investigating. 
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07/31/07 

10pm 

After suffering a terrible crop farmers are about to take another hit.  The majority of Kansas wheat was so 

poor companies can't find enough good seed to plant next year's crop.  That means it will have to be 

imported.  Farmers in western Kansas had a much better wheat crop this year.  And they've been inundated 

with requests for seed wheat, but they fear they won't have enough. 

 

08/03/07 

6pm 

Today, several FEMA Disaster Recovery Centers around the state are closing.  They include locations 

setup in Saline, Reno, Elk, Neosho, and Wilson counties.  Officials emphasize that because a DRC closes 

does not mean victims in that county will no longer be eligible for assistance.  Victims of severe storms, 

flooding and tornadoes can still register by phone or online.  For more information on how to register log 

onto our website at www.kwch.com  

 

08/06/07 

10pm 

If you think it was hot out there today imagine playing baseball on Astroturf.  The on-field temperature at 

Lawrence Dumont Stadium got up to as high as 115 today as the NBC tournament continued.  The players 

get every other half inning in the shade of the dugout.  The umpires though get no such luxury that's why 

they're only allowed to work two games a day.  They say they prepare the best they can.  It got hot enough 

for a heat advisory today and there doesn't appear to be any relief in sight. 

 

08/07/07 

6pm 

It's hot in Oklahoma too, and the heat there may be to blame for the death of a Wichita man.  Jesus Tovas 

died last Thursday after being taken to the hospital.  He had been working on train tracks near panama in 

eastern Oklahoma.  Officials say his body temperature was 107 point nine degrees when he arrived at the 

hospital. 

 
08/09/07 

10pm 

While most try to avoid spending time in the heat, some can't really do that.  Construction workers are 

outside all day.  Health officials say it sounds like common sense, but you need to take breaks and drink 

water to avoid heat-related illness.  You can lose a liter to a liter and a half of water per hour in the heat.       

Before heat exhaustion sets in you may get cramps in your arms and legs.  EMT's say go inside, cool off 

and re-hydrate.  For more heat safety tips go to www.kwch.com. 

 

08/10/07 

5pm 

Imagine being without air conditioning in this heat.  For many people that's reality.  That's why the Red 

Cross is giving away fans to help people like Samantha Pulis who hasn't even moved into her new 

apartment but knows just how hot it can get.  The Red Cross starts giving out fans in May but demand 

increases when the temperatures go up.  So far this summer it's given out more than 200 fans more than 30 

today alone.  

 

08/13/07 

10pm 

Our hot weather is raising the risk of grass fires.  The wet weather we saw earlier this season filled pastures 

and fields with weeds and grass.  Now the hot weather is drying up the plants, turning them into fuel for 

grass fires.  Ford County has already responded to several and says the number may spike if people aren't 

careful burning their land.  Deputy Chief Taylor also recommends giving your local fire department a heads 

up before doing any burning.   

 

http://www.kwch.com/
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08/14/07 

5am 

Our hot weather is raising the risk of grass fires.  The wet weather we saw earlier this season filled pastures 

and fields with weeds and grass.  Now the hot weather is drying up the plants, turning them into fuel for 

grass fires.  Ford County has already responded to several and says the number may spike if people aren't 

careful burning their land.  Fire officials also recommend giving your local fire department a heads up 

before doing any burning.  

 

08/15/07 

6pm 

Temperatures are up and so are gas prices.  The cost for a gallon of gas rose anywhere from six to 13 cents 

overnight.  The average price for unleaded in Wichita is now 2.72.  Experts say a major reason is the 

weather.  There's now one tropical storm bearing down on dozens of Texas oil refineries and a second 

storm out in the Atlantic.  To find the cheapest gas in Wichita log onto KWCH.com and click on web 

exclusives. 

 

08/18/07 

10pm 

Spontaneous combustion sparks flames in two storage buildings in Haven.  The Reno County Fire Chief 

says the blaze started early Friday morning and hasn't stopped.  He says nearly 300 bails of hay stored in 

the two buildings overheated and caught a fire.  While crews waited for the flames to die down, their main 

concern was to protect nearby electrical lines and surrounding structures.  The fire chief says damages will 

total around 100-thousand dollars.  The fire is expected to be completely out sometime Monday. 

      
08/20/07 

10pm 
80 mile per hour wind tore through Garden City.  On the city's north side it ripped off part of this apartment 

complex's roof.  It flew over the building and landed in a tree.  No one was hurt.  But the Red Cross is 

setting up shelters for anyone unable to stay in their apartment tonight.  One resident we talked to says a lot 

of water is leaking into her apartment.  Lots of broken branches litter streets and sidewalks around town. 

 
08/21/07 

10pm 

Hundred miles per hour winds tear through a Garden City mobile home trapping a woman.  Last night 93 

year old Leona Cane died at a Garden City hospital.  Today, her family starting cleaning up what's left of 

her home.  Other homes were also damaged and destroyed.  Including this neighbor's, but he was not hurt.  

The Red Cross is offering help and shelter to people who need it. 

 

08/22/07 

7am 

Supporters say it can clean up the environment, reduce our dependence on fossil fuels and make Kansas 

richer in the process.  And it's blowing in the wind.  Kansas ranks third in the nation for potential wind 

power but doesn't even rank in the top for actual generation of wind power. 

 

08/23/07 

6pm 

One month after a fire at this Valley Center chemical plant.  The company says it's ready to begin clean up.  

Barton Solvents says the work will include dismantling the tank farm and removing debris.  It warns 

neighbors they'll notice more traffic for a few days.  Federal investigators have been on the scene looking 

into the explosions and fire.  A final report on the investigation may not come for a year.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

ENVIRONEMNTAL Q-3 cont. 

 

08/24/07 

6pm 

Severe weather swept through Dodge City last night forcing authorities to jump into rescue mode.  Low 

lying streets flooded fast and in some places water measured nearly four feet deep.  Police helped drivers 

who got stranded in the water and blocked off roads to keep others from trying to pass through.  Once the 

rain stopped the water did go down and the roads were re-opened. 

 

08/30/07 

5am 

Wet weather is helping crops finish out in good shape across the state.  Both corn and Milo harvests are 

approaching.  Farmers say recent rains helped give Milo plants bigger kernels and higher test weights.  

Corn already matured by the time the rains hit but good weather early on in the season should mean good 

yields.  And that's good news for a lot of farmers who've had a rough year.  Some corn harvest has already 

started in Kansas. 

 

08/31/07 

10pm 

Flooding, devastating tornados and damaging winds; Kansas has seen its share of severe weather for the 

year.  But a new study from NASA says that's only the beginning...if and when global warming kicks in.  

While the study looks at various conditions it doesn't try to predict when global warming will arrive. 

 

09/01/07 

6pm 

Crop circles are nothing new.  But have you ever seen a crop sandwich?  Artist Stan herd spent weeks 

creating one in a field outside Lawrence.  He designed the sandwich art and accompanying lunchbox in 

hopes of getting kids to turn in their white bread for healthier wheat bread.  The Sara Lee Company 

sponsored the crop art in advance of Governor Sebelius renaming Kansas the Whole Wheat State for one 

day on September 5th. 

 

09/02/07 

10pm 

Tuesday is decision day in Ellis County.  That's when county commissioners vote yes or no on a proposed 

wind farm.  The debate has split the community with some people going so far as to vandalize signs 

opposing the project.  A company based in Spain wants to build the energy generating turbines.  The vote is 

scheduled for Tuesday morning.  Count on Eyewitness News to let you know what happens. 

 

09/03/07 

5pm 
The summer ends well for one Kansas lake that has struggled recently.  This was Kanopolis Lake 
one year ago, last Labor Day; the water was so low; the marina owner had to build a make-shift 
ramp to get boats in and out of water.  But rains earlier this summer solved that problem.  Today 
we talked with the marina owner he says the park was full this morning, even at a time he 
expected people to start heading back home.  A new courtesy dock is now up and there are new 
amenities in the park as well as two new cabins for rent. 
 
09/04/07 
5am 
It's decision day for Ellis County commissioners on a proposed wind farm.  A company out of Spain wants 

to build 129 turbines southwest of Hays.  Nearly half of those living near the proposed site have filed 

protest petitions concerned about things like environmental impact or compensation for landowners.  A 

unanimous vote by the three person panel is required for the permit.  Count on us to let you know what 

happens. 

 

 



 

 

ENVIRONEMNT Q-3 cont. 

 

09/05/07 

5am 

It was responsible for a leak that sent 200-thousand gallons of ammonia into a Kansas creek.  Now a 

Delaware company is paying the price.  The Mid-America Pipeline Company has agreed to pay a million 

dollar fine for the 2004 pipeline break that happened just west of Kingman.  No one was hurt by the 

accident but 25-thousand fish were killed in a nearby stream. 

 

09/06/07 

6pm 

Cornejo and Sons has agreed to pay 75-hundered dollars in fines to the Kansas Department of Health.  The 

fines are a result of violations that include:  failure to distribute, compact, and cover waste according to  

KDHE guidelines.  The company has corrected each of the issues but must submit a quality assurance 

report by September 11th.  As part of the agreement, KDHE will not prosecute Cornejo and Sons and the 

company will do everything it can to make sure its operations do not impact the Arkansas River. 

 

09/10/07 

5pm 

They suspected it was only a matter of time and now its reality.  Zebra mussels have infested Cheney Lake 

which is Wichita's main water source.  Wildlife officials say the mussels likely came from a boat that had 

been in El Dorado Lake and wasn't cleaned off.  El Dorado has been infected since 2003.  The tiny hard-

shelled creatures attach themselves to hard surfaces and their larvae are almost impossible to see.  While 

zebra mussels can be a nuisance to fishermen and swimmers they also clog water intake pipes like the ones 

that supply Wichita with its water.  In anticipation of that the city spent about fifty thousand dollars in 2005 

to study how to deal with a possible zebra mussel infestation.  Find out more about that tonight at six. 

 

09/12/07 

6am 

Park City is considering a mandatory recycling program.  Instead of a landfill this is where most of the 

town's trash could soon end up; at a recycling facility in Harvey County.  The program would cost up to 

four dollars a month but not everybody's happy including some people who haul trash.  The plan would 

save most people about six to seven dollars a month because they would stop their trash service.  The 

council will vote on the proposal next week.  

 

09/15/07 

10pm 

Years of hard work finally paid off for some Wichitans.  With the city's help residents hope to convert this 

area into a new bike path.  Midtown Wichita residents say they were tired of all this junk.  But instead of 

ignoring the mess, they decided to do something about it.  Back in 2002, a group wrote up a grant proposal 

for a new a bike path.  Now they've got their share and their hoping the city will match the funds at next 

Tuesday's council meeting.  The path is supposed to have two paved trails with green space in the middle.    

It will also include water fountains and lights. 

 

09/17/07 

6pm 

In an effort to rebuild the town of Greensburg...city officials told us last month they would start cracking 

down on homeowners with out of control yards.  But tonight no citations have been handed out; that‟s 

because the city treasurer says most of the people have cleaned up their property.  City workers plan to 

evaluate the lawns this week.  On Friday, a letter will be sent out to homeowners who don't meet city code.  

The owners will have 10 days after the letter goes out to make the appropriate changes.  If that doesn't 

happen, homeowners will be charged a minimum of 400-hundred-dollars for the city to do the work. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ENVIRONMENT Q-3 cont. 

 

09/18/07 

10pm 

The town of Greensburg becomes a little greener as it rebuilds from the May tornado that destroyed it.  

Other communities and businesses teamed up to plant trees in the town.  People can sign up for a free tree 

to be planted either this fall or next spring.  The communities involved all have a history with tornados and 

don't want Greensburg to miss something they did when rebuilding was finished.  For more information on 

how to sign up, go to www.kwch.com and click on the Rebuilding Greensburg link. 

 

09/22/07 

10pm 

The Kansas Department of Agriculture finds Asian Soybean Rust in a Montgomery County field.  
The fungus can wipe out entire fields if left untreated.  Researchers say soybeans planted late 
are most at risk; that amounts to almost 15-percent of the state's soybean crop.  The positive 
sample comes from one of 20 locations being monitored for the disease across the state.  This is 
the first time Soybean Rust has been found in Kansas.      
 

09/24/07 

6am 

Despite record prices for wheat the supply is low in some areas and farmers are taking a hit.  Farmers say 

the June wheat crop was one of the worst in a decade.  They blame drought, a late spring freeze and too 

much rain in south-central and southeastern Kansas.  It's a different story in western Kansas.  A long 

drought broke this year and led to one of the best wheat crops in the region's history.  But most farmers still 

won't get close to eight-dollars-a-bushel.  Experts say high prices are being caused by a short crop across 

the world not just in Kansas. 
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HEALTH & SAFETY Q-3 

 

07/01/07 

10pm 

Saturday Governor Kathleen Sebelius declared 12 counties in southeast Kansas disaster areas.  This 

evening an additional six have been added bringing the total to 18.  Here's a map of those 18 counties.  The 

six new counties include Allen, Cherokee, Elk, Franklin, Greenwood, and Miami.   

 

07/03/07 

6am 

How safe are you from hurting your neck or getting whiplash in your SUV, pick-up or minivan.  It all 

depends on which one you drive.  New results from the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety found 

dozens of models only provide poor or marginal protection for your neck.  Those models include ones 

made by BMW, Chrysler, Ford, GM, Nissan and Toyota.  People getting their necks hurt in accidents filed 

two million insurance claims last year costing at least eight point five billion dollars.  The test results did 

find several SUV were better than last year at protecting you from whiplash.  To find out how your vehicle 

fared.  Go to our website at www.kwch.com  

 

07/04/07 

6pm 

Authorities said a fireworks mishap killed a man in Miami County.  Sheriff's deputies say 25-year-old 

Brock Barrett of Mission was critically hurt last night at a family function after a 4-inch mortar went off as 

he lit fireworks.  Barrett was rushed to Overland Park Regional Medical Center where he later died. 

 

07/05/07 

5pm 

We checked with Wichita hospitals to find out how many fireworks injuries they saw Wesley Medical 

Center told us they treated nine people for injuries since Friday.  Via Christi Hospital tell us they had eight 

patients with minor injuries all of them treated as outpatients.  The hospital says that's fewer injuries than 

they typically see. 

 

07/06/07 

6pm 

A man dies after ignoring warnings to evacuate rising flood waters.  A search team found the man's body in 

a Coffeyville motel late Thursday.  Authorities say it's the first flood-related death in Kansas.  Police have 

not released the man's name and won't until his family is contacted.  Authorities say the man refused to 

leave his room despite being warned about the flood. 

 

07/07/07 

6pm 

Investigators still trying to find out how a Kansas teen died during a hiking accident in South 
Dakota; 16-year-old Colton Stensaas of Scandia in Republic County died Tuesday after falling 60 
feet to his death.  It was during a family vacation.  Family members say Stensaas and his brother 
were hiking when the teen ventured off the trail and fell.  They say they heard the teen yell and 
the sound of his body hit the ground.  About ten minutes later his body was found. 
 

07/08/07 

10pm 

A motorcycle crash in Butler County injures two people.  The crash happened just after five this afternoon 

on West Central in El Dorado.  Emergency dispatchers say two people were hurt, one critically.  At this 

point, we don't know their names or what may have caused the crash.  We called El Dorado police tonight 

for more information and we were told they would release it tomorrow. 
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HEALTH & SAFETY Q-3 cont.  

 

07/09/07 

6pm 

Police said poor visibility could've caused a deadly accident in Goddard.  Witnesses say a man driving his 

pickup was heading eastbound on Maple.  They say the man stopped at the stop sign before entering the 

intersection but when he pulled out he was hit by a semi.  The semi plowed into the man's truck pushing it 

into a propane tank knocking it off its standing.  Police say the man was pinned in his truck.  He was 

pronounced dead on the scene.  Witnesses say the intersection is dangerous and they're surprised something 

like this hasn't happened sooner.  The driver of the semi was unharmed.  Police say northbound 167th is 

open the southbound side of the street is still closed. 

 

07/10/07 

6pm 

A town hall meeting is being held tonight for Coffeyville flood victims.  It starts at seven.  Speakers from 

state agencies will be presenting information to the public and taking questions.  Officials say anyone who's 

been in the floodwaters or doing clean up should have a shot or a booster for tetanus and diphtheria.  Those 

vaccinations are free of charge.  Tonight at ten we'll bring you the latest developments from the Coffeyville 

town hall meeting. 

 

07/11/07 

6pm 

Hundreds of Coffeyville residents got a first look at their flood-damaged homes today, and what they found 

wasn't pretty.  On top of all the floodwater, the homes were damaged by a 71-thousand gallon spill from a 

local oil refinery.  The oil mixed with raw sewage and other waste and drenched homes and businesses for 

days.  Many homeowners say their homes smell terrible.  Although they were allowed in their homes for 

the first time since the flooding, a curfew will be in place in the flood zones from 8 tonight till 8 tomorrow 

morning. 

 

07/12/07 

5pm 

A HealthWatch alert tonight…the first reported case of West Nile in Kansas this year.  State health officials 

said the patient is an adult from North Central Kansas.  They warn people to protect themselves against 

mosquitoes by wearing protective clothes and using insect repellant.  Health experts say most people with 

West Nile never know they have it because it usually has no symptoms but the virus can be severe or 

deadly in some cases.  Last summer the Kansas Health Department confirmed 25 cases of West Nile 

including three deaths. 

 

07/13/07 

10pm 

They see it on TV, in movies and on the web.  These days‟ teens are inundated with sexual images.  But a 

new study shows fewer of them are actually having sex.  Sexual activity among teens dropped from 54 

percent in 19-91 to 47 percent in 2005.  There's also a drop in teen birth rates down 60 percent in African 

Americans; down half for white teens.  And the Hispanic birth rate declined a third.  Birth control may be 

one reason why.  For those teens that are having sex more are using condoms.  Experts credit school sex 

education programs for the changes.  Teens say the message of safe sex is sinking in.  The study also says 

with fewer kids having kids more teens are graduating high school. 

 

07/14/07 

6pm 

The Environmental Protection Agency is still warning people in Coffeyville to avoid standing water.  A 

spokesman with the EPA says testing hasn't found any alarming levels of hazardous chemicals in the air 

and water; but says there are still high levels of fecal matter in water left over from flooding two weeks 

ago.  The flood was made worse by oil that mixed into the water from a nearby refinery. 

 

 



 

 

HEALTH & SAFETY Q-3 cont. 

 

07/16/07 

6pm 

A little girl is rushed to the hospital after the family pet bites her.  It happened this afternoon in Bel Aire.   

Police say the six year old was sitting on the living room floor while the family's two dogs rough housed 

near her.  Police say the girl got between the two, and one dog bit her on the right side of her face.  Her 

older sister called 911, and the girl was taken to Wesley.  Police say this may have been avoided.  

Sedgwick County Animal control does have the dog now.  Police tell us the mixed breed dog has been with 

the family its entire life, and it has never attacked anyone before. 

 

07/17/07 

5am 

A little girl is rushed to the hospital after the family dog bites her.  It happened yesterday afternoon in Bel 

Aire.  Police say the six year old was sitting on the living room floor while the family's two dogs were 

rough-housing nearby.  Police say the girl got between the two, and one dog bit her on the right side of her 

face.  Sedgwick County Animal control does have the dog now.  Police tell us the mixed breed dog has 

been with the family its entire life, and it has never attacked anyone before. 

 

07/18/07 

10pm 

Officials say chemical levels near Barton can still cause health problems.  The EPA and Wichita 

Environmental Services spent the day testing air and soil quality.  Their concern yesterday was smoke and 

particles in the air.  Today, they were worried about the pool of chemicals and water at Barton.  As 

chemicals evaporate they move downwind so homes within two blocks are cordoned off. 

 

07/19/07 

5am 

Environmental workers are watching the chemical levels around Barton Solvents.  The EPA and Wichita 

Environmental Services spent yesterday testing air and soil quality.  They also cleaned a pool of chemicals 

and water at the plant.  As chemicals evaporate they move downwind so homes within two blocks were 

blocked off.  Officials suggest emptying water out of children's wading pools and thoroughly washing 

vegetables from outdoor gardens with soap and water. 

 

07/20/07 

5am 

One of the genes that protect us from cancer may also defy the aging process.   Researchers genetically 

engineered mice to have an extra copy of a key cancer-fighting gene and found it also played an important 

role in delaying aging.  The findings could one day lead to new drugs that prevent or fight cancer while 

extending healthy youth and lifespan. 

 

07/21/07 

10pm 

Emergency crews take a three-year old girl to the hospital after she goes under in a swimming pool.  Police 

say the call came from a home in the 47-block of South Clarence just after 9:30 last night.  They say the 

girl was pulled out of the water by friends and they did CPR.  The girl was taken to St. Francis is serious 

condition.  Tonight, her condition remains unchanged.  Police say the girl's parents were not at the home.  

But several other adults were on scene.  

 

07/23/07 

10pm 

A Sedgwick county teenager remains in serious condition tonight, fighting bacterial meningitis.  We talked 

with the 17 year old's father.  He tells us she started feeling badly while vacationing in Florida.  By the time 

she arrived on an Airtran flight in Wichita Saturday, she was barely conscious.  Now she's being treated 

with antibiotics.  Doctors have not determined yet how the girl contracted meningitis. 

 



 

 

HEALTH & SAFETY Q-3 cont. 

 

07/24/07 

10pm 

The EPA releases information from the Valley Center plant explosion.  Last Tuesday chemical tanks at 

Barton Solvents exploded from a static charge.  The EPA dispatched a plane from Texas to survey carbon 

emissions from the blast.  Here's the view from the plane showing the plume of smoke six thousand feet in 

the air.  Besides taking high resolution digital photos the plane they also collected these infrared images.  

This one shows how hot the fire burned with white flames.  The plane arrived in valley center at 6:20 that 

night and conducted five passes over the site. 

 

07/25/07 

5pm 

A judge refuses to postpone ten malpractice suits against a Haysville doctor.  The lawsuits accuse Stephen 

Schneider of prescribing painkillers that resulted in several overdoses.  The suits say Doctor Schneider 

combined medications that should not have been.  Authorities raided Schneider's clinic in 2005, seizing 

records and documents; but he has yet to be charged with a crime.  Schneider maintains his innocence. 

 

07/26/07 

5pm 

The Kansas Highway Patrol performed the annual bus safety inspection today for Durham School Services.  

Troopers made sure lights, emergency exits, and safety equipment were working properly.  Once the bus 

passes inspection bus drivers put a green safety sticker in the lower left hand corner of the driver-side 

window; this lets parents know the bus is safe.  The biggest problem troopers faced were burned out lights.  

Durham provides transportation for about twenty thousand students in Wichita and Wellington. 

 

 

07/27/07 

6pm 

The waters are long gone but the damage they caused lingers across southeast Kansas.  Now health experts 

are concerned about the very real threat of the West Nile Virus.  A pair of Entomologists from North 

Carolina is capturing thousands of mosquitoes to be tested.  They're working in the hardest hit areas of Elk, 

Wilson, Neosho and Montgomery Counties.  So far they've discovered a large spike in the mosquito 

population including one species never seen in Kansas before.  Experts are urging people to use bug spray 

with Deet when working or playing outdoors.  Harrison says pools or fountains or anything with water in it 

should be emptied daily.  The mosquitoes he finds will be shipped off to Colorado for testing.  Results 

should be known in a few weeks. 

 

07/29/07 

10pm 

State health and environment officials say an open valve is to blame for the Coffeyville oil spill.  An 

estimated 71-thousand gallons of crude oil poured out from the Coffeyville Resources refinery nearly four 

weeks ago when the town was hit by high flood waters.  Oil flowed into the Verdigris River and swamped 

surrounding neighborhoods.  Refinery officials declined to comment on the state's findings saying they will 

wait on their own inspection. 

 

07/31/07 

5pm 

They look like fun; a chance for kids to drive around having an adventure on an ATV.  But a group of 

mothers calls these vehicles dangerous.  Saying their stories will change your mind about letting your kids 

ride one.  We've heard of ATV accidents before, but a new study says tonight... More children are killed 

riding these all-terrain vehicles.  The study found the number of deaths of kids on ATVs went up 24 

percent from 2000 to 2004 averaging 171 a year.  One mother says she wishes she knew that when she let 

her boy ride one.  And now she's fighting for tougher action. 

 

 



 

 

HEALTH & SAFETY Q-3 Cont. 

 

08/01/07 

6pm 

We begin with a possible West Nile death; health officials say a Wichita woman has died...after suffering 

with the West Nile Virus.  But they cannot confirm that West Nile is the cause of her death.  The Sedgwick 

County Health Department is investigating.  There are no confirmed West Nile deaths in Kansas this year. 

 
08/02/07 

7am 

The Food and Drug Administration has moved one step closer to gaining power over cigarette companies.       

A U.S. Senate committee endorsed a bill that allows the FDA to regulate tobacco products.  The 

Legislation gives the FDA control over the industry including restricting tobacco ads and mandating 

stronger warning labels.  The bill now goes to the full Senate while the House is considering a similar 

measure. 

 

08/03/07 

6pm 

Three highway bridges in Sedgwick County get a poorer rating than the one that collapsed in Minneapolis.  

One is so bad it had to be closed.  Inspection ratings show a bridge on Highway 81 South of Wichita had a 

sufficiently rating of two on a scale of 100.  The 76 year old bridge is now being replaced.  The state says it 

inspects bridges deemed structurally deficient more often than others.  Officials also say this week's tragedy 

is making them take a second look at the state of our bridges.  Kansas has six bridges similar to the one that 

collapsed in Minneapolis.  Five are in the Kansas City area and one in Atchison.  KDOT says it will review 

all recent inspection reports for those. 

 

08/04/07 

10pm 

A Park City man starts the day working on his home and he ends it in the hospital.  Here's why, the mobile 

home fell on top of him as he tried to install wheels and axles underneath it.  Neighbors realized something 

was wrong and called 911.  Firefighters dug frantically trying to free the man while others inflated airbags 

to lift the home.  It worked and they pulled the man out.  He's listed in serious condition tonight. 

 

08/05/07 

10pm 

Fire investigators in Wichita are calling two fires blocks apart suspicious.  The first fire started in a vacant 

house near Elm and New York.  About an hour later flames could be seen from a second vacant house near 

Eighth and Ohio.  All firefighters could do was try and battle the flames from the outside.  No one was hurt 

but one of the homes collapsed onto the neighboring house the other caught a nearby roof on fire.  There's 

no word on a cause. 

 

08/06/07 

10pm 
Topeka authorities find the body of a missing boater.  They found the man's body this afternoon along the 

Kansas River.  Crews are still looking for another boater.  Both men went missing late last night when their 

canoe along with another capsized.  Four men were tossed into the rushing waters.  Family members hoped 

for the best praying that both men would be found alive.  The men are only being identified by their ages 

25 and 30 years-old.  Their names have not yet been released. 

      
08/07/07 

10pm 

The U.S. Chemical Safety Board returns to Valley Center to collect more evidence in the plant explosion.  

Last month chemical tanks at Barton Solvents ignited.  The safety team says its unfortunate the explosion 

of one partially filled tank resulted in all 40 catching fire.  Today the team took another look at the 

configuration of the tanks the pressure and relief systems on each tank.  The board does not issue fines or 

citations but does make recommendations to OSHA and the EPA. 



 

 

HEALTH & SAFETY Q-3 cont. 

 

08/08/07 

5am 

In this morning's Health Watch...No one needs to tell you it's hot outside.  But if you work or play outside 

during the heat of the day you can get very sick.  Here's what to watch out for.  You could be experiencing 

heat exhaustion if you start to feel pain or discomfort in your legs, of if you feel tired, nauseous and dizzy.   

If someone is acting strange, confused or agitated and they stop sweating then likely they've progressed to 

heat stroke.  That is a medical emergency and you need to call 911.  To avoid all of that drink plenty of 

fluids, water is the best.  Also wear loose fitting, light colored clothing and take frequent breaks in the 

shade or in an air conditioned building if possible.  For more tips log on to our website at www.kwch.com  

 

08/09/07 

6am 

Days of extreme heat have authorities warning you to take precautions.  Police are reminding parents not to 

leave kids in parked cars.  They say many times people use the excuse that they just ran into a store for a 

few minutes and left the car running with the air conditioning on.  Police say they want to avoid situations 

where an officer has to break into a car to rescue the children inside. 

 
08/10/07 

5am 

The biggest group of, newly, uninsured are adults aged 19 to 29 according to an independent report.  Young 

adults, many who are just entering the workforce, now make up 30 percent of the 45 million Americans 

without health insurance.  U.S. employers, especially smaller businesses, are increasingly opting not to 

offer health insurance, leaving workers to fend for themselves in the market 

 

08/13/07 

5pm 

We may know being overweight can put you at risk for heart disease; but did you know your waist size 

may be the biggest clue?  Tonight's HealthWatch learns it's not just how much you weigh but where that 

extra fat goes that counts.  A new study found that spare tire around your waist can put at a higher risk of 

atherosclerosis, a build-up of cholesterol in the arteries that can lead to a heart attack or stroke.  The 

important factor is your waist to hip ratio.  Doctors say make sure your waist is smaller than your hips.  

Advice Allen Irons is taking to heart.  Irons said his waist grew with his age up to 46 inches.  But since 

starting an exercise and diet program he's dropped four inches and plans to lose more. 

 

08/14/07 

5pm 

Inspectors in Kansas City are giving this bridge a thorough check.  It's a deck truss bridge the same kind as 

the Minneapolis bridge that collapsed earlier this month.  The I-70 bridge in Kansas City, Kansas is 

inspected for rust, corrosion or cracks.  It's one of six Kansas bridges with this design.  Another one is the 

Amelia Earhart Bridge in Atchison connecting Kansas and Missouri.  The bridge is 70 years old; inspectors 

looked at its underbelly with special equipment and plan to do a hands-on inspection soon. 
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HEALTH & SAFETY Q-3 cont. 

 

08/15/07 

5pm 

Experts say peanuts cause most fatal allergic reactions.  That's why many schools now ban or limit students' 

exposure to them.  Most food served in Wichita public schools does not contain peanuts however some of 

the pre-packaged items do.  That's why when students are given a form for their doctors to fill out listing 

the child's allergies.  The school uses that information to make sure the student doesn't get a school lunch 

with peanuts.  But now the Independent School in Wichita is going one step further.  The new policy 

applies only to Independents lower and middle schools.  Walters says the school is being proactive rather 

than reactive.  And adds that while some parents have complained about the ban but most support it.  So 

why are some people allergic to peanuts and others are not?  Fact Finder 12 learned the allergy is caused 

when the body thinks for one reason or another the nut is harmful.  The immune system then tries to fight it 

by releasing histamine.  The histamine is what causes symptoms such as a runny nose, hives, or vomiting.  

In some cases the reaction is minor and can be easily treated.  In other cases it can be fatal. 

 
08/16/07 

6am 

The bridges here in Wichita are in pretty good shape.  That's what an engineer inspecting them said.  260 

bridges are in Wichita and this summer Richard Schlitt has inspected all but 30.  It's a project he does every 

two years.  Yesterday he spent time on bridges underneath I-135.  He says the 13th street bridge is in good 

shape but the 15th Street bridge is deteriorating.  Most of the cracking is underneath the sidewalks and not 

the street.  Now that the cities lowered water in the Arkansas River Schlitt will inspect the bridges along 

there.  To look at the last bridge reports go to our website at www.kwch.com  

 

08/17/07 

5pm 

A former Kansas Attorney General makes it official.  He wants to legalize marijuana for medicinal 

purposes.  We first told you about bob Stephan's plan earlier this week.  Today he made his announcement 

at the statehouse.  Stephan battled cancer and spent more than 7 years on chemotherapy.  He says patients 

should get more help.  Stephan teamed up with the Kansas compassionate care coalition.  The group wants 

to legally protect patients who use marijuana and the doctors who prescribe it.  Stephan admits it will be a 

tough fight to get the legislature to pass the plan. 

 

08/18/07 

10pm 

It's supposed to take away fat but today the state is taking away Lipo-Dissolve.  Opening up the health 

watch...the Kansas State Board of Healing Arts banned the fat-melter saying the injections lack F-D-A 

approval.  The board is investigating at least a-half dozen complaints associated with Lipo-Dissolve.  The 

quick fix is not designed to treat obesity.  Instead, it's alternative when used to flush out fatty deposits when 

diet and exercise don't work.  Restrictions are expected to take effect next month. 

 
08/20/07 

5am 

After a series of deadly accidents the Kansas highway officials are re-thinking the state's policy of not 

having safety barriers in medians.  Engineers say Kansas highways have wide enough medians to give 

drivers who lose control have enough room to recover.  Now they want to know if that design is losing its 

effectiveness as traffic volumes increase.  Twenty-five people died in 124 crossover collisions in Kansas 

from 2002 to 2006. 
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HEALTH & SAFETY Q-3cont. 

 

08/21/07 

6pm 

Kansas troopers say a tire blowout may have caused a morning rollover.  They said it's something they see 

a lot during the warmer months.  Today, witnesses say the driver of this dump truck and trailer was heading 

east on K-254.  They said the driver veered to the right...and rolled both the truck and the trailer into a 

ditch.   The driver was found outside the vehicle; he was taken to a hospital in critical condition.  Kansas 

Highway Patrol says it is still investigating the cause of the accident.  But tire tread found in the 

road...could be a lead.  K.H/P. isn't sure if the man was ejected from the truck or got out on his own.  

Tonight, he's still in critical condition. 

 

08/22/07 

6pm 

Morrison is also one of 30 A.G.s‟ across the country calling for a crackdown energy drinks containing both 

alcohol and caffeine.  They accuse manufacturers of using misleading ads for products they say can pose 

serious health and safety risks.  Studies show stimulants in energy drinks may cause an intoxicated person 

to falsely believe that he or she can continue to drink and function normally.   

 
08/23/07 

5am 

In a ConsumerWatch alert this morning...another recall involving lead paint on children's products 
made in china.  This latest recall involved about a quarter of a million SpongeBob SquarePants, 
address books and journals.  The consumer product safety commission says the spiral metal 
bindings on the books might contain hazardous levels of lead paint.  The recall involves address 
books and journals sold in stores across the country from June of last year to July of this year.  
For more information about the recall log on to our website at www.kwch.com   
 

08/24/07 

6pm 

Almost a week after some Coffeyville mosquitoes test positive for West Nile virus a possible human case 

surfaces.  Here's what we know; a 44-year-old woman was taken to the Coffeyville Regional Medical 

Center three weeks ago.  She lapsed into a two-week coma.  Then was transferred to a Joplin Missouri 

hospital where she tested positive for West Nile.  The woman was in critical condition.  She's since been 

upgraded to serious condition.  The Kansas Health Department won't confirm the case but says it is aware 

that there are other suspected cases of West Nile in Southeast Kansas. 

 

08/27/07 

6pm 

Obesity rates climb across the nation and tonight we know where Kansas weighs in.  According to the Trust 

for America's Health report released today no state has shown a decline.  More than 24-percent of Kansans 

rate as obese.  In Missouri the obesity rate is two percent more.  Colorado is the leanest state in the nation; 

having 18-percent obesity rate.  Mississippi topped the list at 30-percent.  Anyone with a body mass index 

greater than 30 is considered obese. 

 

08/28/07 

5am 

In this morning's HealthWatch...the numbers back up health experts' warning America's waistline is 

growing.  According to a new study obesity rates have gone up in 31 states.  Mississippi tops the list with 

30 percent of adults considered obese.  Colorado continues to be the slimmest state with 18 percent obesity 

among adults.   Here in Kansas more than 24 percent of the population rates as obese. 
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HEALTH & SAFETY Q-3 cont. 

 

08/30/07 

5pm 

No one knows your body like you do and if you have asthma--being aware of changes can be a matter of 

life and death.  In the HealthWatch…new government guidelines to help people with asthma better manage 

their disease.  The biggest recommendation; pay closer attention to day to day symptoms to head off 

something like this.  More than 22-million Americans have asthma.  During an attack airways in the lungs 

constrict and keep air from going out or coming in.  The National Institutes of Health recommends always 

taking your medication and avoid attack triggers like cigarette smoke, allergens and animals.  And let your 

doctor know if you feel your asthma is getting worse. 

 

08/31/07 

6pm 

A statewide smoking ban may be snuffed out before it even comes up for debate.  A joint House and Senate 

panel says smoking bans should be decided by individual cities and towns and not by the state.  The 

committee's chairman cites a ruling by the state supreme court upholding Lawrence's smoking ban as an 

example.  However supporters a statewide smoking ban say it would have positive effect on the health of 

all Kansans.  24-states already have public smoking bans as do 19 cities in Kansas. 

 

09/01/07 

9am 

In another Eyewitness News follow up the leaky roof caused water damage.  Now test results say there's no 

mold.  Last week we told you about South High faculty noticing damaged ceiling tiles.  The district took air 

tests which showed there is no mold in the two classrooms.  Classes are not being held in the rooms until 

the leak and water damage is fixed. 

 

09/02/07 

10pm 

Police say alcohol may be to blame for a crash that killed a man from Clearwater.  52-year-old Lonnie 

Finney Junior died when another boat slammed into his Saturday afternoon in Oklahoma.  Police say the 

driver of the other boat smelled of alcohol and wasn't paying attention.  Five people on Finney's boat and 

two on the other boat were hurt. 

 

09/03/07 

6am 

A company that provides fat-dissolving injections is taking issue with the state's ban of  Lipo-Dissolve.  

Saint Louis based Fig has filed a petition for review in Shawnee County District Court.  The Lipo-Dissolve 

ban is scheduled to take effect September 14th.  The procedure hasn't been approved by the Food and Drug 

Administration. 

 

09/04/07 

6pm 

Police in Manhattan stop short of calling a sexual assault suspect a serial rapist.  Investigators believe the 

same man has committed a rape in the city every year since 2000.  Police say the rapist waits inside 

women's apartments armed with a gun and he always wears long sleeves and a mask.  While officers say 

none of the attacks happened on the K-State campus Wichita is making it a city wide effort to educate 

students.  Police and the Wichita Area Sexual Assault Center have formed a new alliance with the three 

universities to hold presentations on rape and how to protect yourself.  90-percent of all rapes are 

committed by someone a person knows.   Newman and Friends University say they've never had a sexual 

assault on campus.  Wichita State said it's never had a random attack. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

HEALTH & SAFETY Q-3 cont. 

 

09/05/07 

5am 

In a HealthWatch alert this morning...Toymaker Mattel is recalling more toys made in China because of 

excessive lead.  The recall includes 700-thousand toys.  Most are Barbie accessories sold between 

September 2006 and August 2007.  Also included is the Fisher Price Big World six-in-one Bongo Band" 

that was sold in July and August of this year.  For a complete list of the recalled toys and how to return the 

toys go to our website www.kwch.com  

 

09/06/07 

5am 
In this morning's HealthWatch...Clinically depressed people treated by their primary care doctors do not 

receive quality care.  That's the conclusion of a new study.  Fewer than half of the patients studied 

completed the minimal course of treatment.  And the lowest quality of care was given to patients with the 

most serious symptoms including suicidal thoughts or substance abuse. 

 
09/08/07 

10pm 
A Wichita woman is recovering tonight after she nearly drowns in her apartment swimming pool.  It 

happened at the 91-hundred block of East Harry in the Claremont Apartments this afternoon.  Police say 

the woman was swimming at the apartment pool with her grandchildren.  They don't know what happened 

but all of a sudden she was face down in the water.  A neighbor who lives above the pool heard the kids 

screaming and ran out to help her.  He was able to perform CPR on the woman until paramedics arrived.  

She's been identified as 38-year-old Jackie Cassinave.  We talked with her relatives this evening who say 

she's recovering in good condition at Wesley Medical Center. 

 
09/10/07 

6am 

More than 2-hundred firefighters from around the state spent the weekend in Wichita.  The Wichita Fire 

Department hosted an exercise called Hands on Training or HOT.  Some of the training is taking place at 

the department's new training facility and others in old downtown buildings.  This is the first time Wichita 

has hosted the training. 

 

09/11/07 

6am 

In this morning‟s HealthWatch... if you're sneezing a lot and your eyes itch you're not alone.  This allergy 

season is worse for many people.  Allergists are busy right now in the height of ragweed season.  It's more 

plentiful this year -- because of spring rains and summer heat.  And the more pollen is in the air the more 

you will suffer and the more patients doctors see.  1 out of 5 Americans is allergic to ragweed. 

 

09/12/07 

6pm 

In the wake of the crash workers are hoping more people pay attention to Kansas move over law.  The law 

says when construction or emergency workers are on the side of the road you have to move over a lane and 

if you can't you must slow down.  We caught up with these workers on I-135 near First and Second Streets 

and spotted lots of drivers breaking the law.  Drivers who don't move over can end up paying 250. dollars 

in fines. 

 

09/13/07 

6pm 

We're following a developing story out of Topeka where a judge has blocked a state regulation that would 

have prevented most doctors from injecting chemicals into their patients to melt body fat.  The Board of 

Healing Arts approved the regulation last month and it was supposed to take effect tomorrow.  A company 

that provides the treatment, known as Lipo-dissolve, sued.  It said the board's regulation would have forced 

it to close and refund millions to patients who couldn't finish their treatments. 
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HEALTH & SAFETY Q-3 cont. 

 

09/14/07 

10pm 

Police in Ulysses are investigating the death of a baby.  The chief of police says someone found the 7-

month-old girl in a vehicle outside Bob Wilson Hospital on Thursday.  The medical examiner has 

conducted an autopsy.   Preliminary results on a cause of death could be released next week.  Temperatures 

in the area reached the high 80's Thursday afternoon.  Investigators plan to run a series of tests to find out 

how hot it was inside the vehicle. 

 

09/15/07 

10pm 

This week California banned teens from using cell phones and I-pods while driving.  So could Kansas be 

next?  It will if secretary of transportation Deb Miller has her way.  Miller wants lawmakers to approve a 

host of new rules for teenage drivers.  These include raising the learner's permit age from 14 to 15, 

increasing driver education requirements, putting limits on night-time driving for teens, and a ban on cell 

phones.  The Senate approved similar proposals earlier this year but the House rejected them. 

 
09/16/07 

10pm 

A man dies after crashing his mini-van into a bridge support.  Wichita police say the 27-year-old driver was 

heading westbound on Kellogg late last night when he wrecked near Ridge Road.  The man was trapped in 

the vehicle for at least half-an-hour before firefighters could free him.  Paramedics rushed him to the 

hospital but it was too late.  The man's name has not been released. 

 

09/17/07 

5pm 

No smoking in public places is not a new thing, but many towns have done it; but how about no smoking 

inside your home?  Belmont, California is considering that.  The San Francisco suburb plans to ban 

smoking in apartments and condos because second hand can waft in through windows and doors.  Some 

people say it's about time.  If the law goes into effect people like Edith Fredrickson will be breaking the law 

just by lighting up at home.  The Belmont city council has already given the smoking ban preliminary 

approval   and even though police won't go looking for smokers they will show up if someone complaints. 

 

09/18/07 

5am 

A chance of shaking hands with a person who doesn't wash their hands is going up.  According to U.S. 

researchers 6-percent fewer people washed their hands in a study similar to one conducted last year.  In this 

year's study 77-percent of more than 6,000 men and women washed their hands in public restrooms. 

 

09/19/07 

6am 

A new study could change the way doctors treat hip fractures in the elderly.  Researchers tested an  

Osteoporosis drug called Reclast a once-a-year injection.  They reported 28-percent fewer deaths, and 35-

percent fewer fractures in elderly patients who received the drug.  These are said to be the best test results 

for an Osteoporosis drug in 15 years. 

 

09/20/07 

10pm 

Their ground water is contaminated and the problem is spreading.  Now, drinking water in Great Bend is at 

risk.  High levels of chromium and zinc have been found in the soil and ground water.  The state health 

department says the chemicals came from this chrome plating factory.  After more than 20 years of 

operation it's now closed.  The EPA wants plating incorporated to be put on the national priority list so the 

federal government will pay for cleanup.  Health officials say pollutants have traveled 2 miles, but so far it 

hasn't reached drinking water. 

 



 

 

HEALTH & SAFETY Q-3 cont. 

 

09/21/07 

10pm 

A ConsumerWatch alert for parents.  About a million baby cribs recalled by manufacturer Simplicity.  The 

side that drops can detach from the crib and leave a gap where babies can get trapped and suffocate.  At 

least three infant deaths have been linked to the problem.  Simplicity says no cribs currently in stores are 

included in the recall. 

 

09/22/07 

10pm 

A child remains in critical condition tonight; a day after a crash in Cowley County.  Police say this pickup 

flipped three times after the driver lost control and over-corrected on 21st Road last night.  Two children 

were thrown from the truck.  The second child and the driver are now in fair condition. 

 

09/24/07 

6am 

In this morning's HealthWatch...loneliness can be depressing.  But new research says it can also be deadly.   

Many studies have shown people who describe themselves as lonely are more likely to get sick and die 

young but the cause has been a mystery.  Researchers once thought that a lack of assistance and support 

from family members and friends was the... reason but new evidence suggests isolation actually impacts 

our immune system and leaves us more vulnerable to illness. 

 

09/25/07 

6pm 

Part of downtown Wichita will be the site of a disaster next month.  But it's all part of a plan to help 

agencies deal with any future disasters.  As we told you last month, fire departments and law enforcement 

from 19 counties will participate.  The actual scene of the disaster will be this block of South Washington, 

where buildings are scheduled to be demolished anyway for the future downtown arena.  One of the major 

lessons will be how different agencies should cooperate in an emergency.  The drill will involve fire 

departments, police, emergency management and federal authorities.  It will take place the week of October 

15th. 

 

09/26/07 

10pm 

Today some 30 thousand Wichita drivers had to find a detour.  Tomorrow many will have to do the same.  

State workers are inspecting the bridge at I-135 north and K-96.  K-Dot says things ran smoothly for the 

eight hours the east exit ramp was closed.  Workers look for stress points and any changes since the last 

inspection.  Tonight traffic is back to normal.  But there could be more detours tomorrow when workers 

inspect the southbound side. 

 

09/27/07 

10pm 

A local park ranger contracts West Nile Virus.  Rick Martin is the Park Manger at Kanopolis Lake.  What 

he thought was fatigue after a recent vacation fishing turned out to be more.  He started getting a rash on 

his upper body that spread to his arms and legs.  Blood tests confirmed its West Nile Virus.  Now he's just 

trying to recover from it.  While he is back working half days, his doctor says it could take up to year until 

he's feeling 10 percent. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

HEALTH & SAFETY Q-3 cont. 

 

09/28/07 

5am 

In this morning's HealthWatch...Congress has given the go-ahead to funding for health coverage for more 

uninsured kids.  It's called the State Children's Health Insurance Program.  In Kansas 35-thousand kids have 

health insurance because of the program.  At the Center of Health and Wellness in Wichita 90 percent of 

patients are uninsured and classified as the working poor.  In the U.S. an estimated 9 million kids don't 

have insurance.  The money Congress approved would insure about half of them.  But yesterday's vote is 

expected to be vetoed by president bush. 

 

09/29/07 

10pm 

A Consumer Watch Alert for you involving millions of pounds of meat.  Topps Meat has recalled nearly 

22-million pounds of frozen hamburger patties.  The company says the meat may contain E-Coli.  The 

recall includes all Topps products with the sell by or best if used by date between September 25th of this 

year and September 25th of next year.  So far three people have gotten sick.  The recall comes after Federal 

inspectors found inadequate safety measures at a Topps plant. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

POLITICS Q-3  

 

07/02/07 

6am 

Some new laws went into effect in Kansas yesterday.  One would keep protestors 150 feet from funerals 

one hour before and two hours after the service.  It was created after people in a church in Topeka often 

protests soldiers' funerals.  Another one makes English the state's official language requiring government 

agencies to provide documents and hold meetings in English; it doesn't prevent them from using 

interpreters or translating documents.  There's a new part to the move over law requiring drivers to move 

over for workers doing road construction, if you don't you'll pay a 90 dollar fine.  And if kids are under 

eight years old, weighs less than 80 pounds and is shorter than four foot nine they must be in a booster seat. 

 
 07/05/07 

5pm 

A lawsuit against proposed casinos in Kansas is in the works but the Attorney General calls it a friendly 

one.  The Governor asked the Attorney General to file the lawsuit to make sure the law on expanded 

gambling is constitutional.  That's because of concerns developers may not invest money if legal issues are 

unresolved.  Today Paul Morrison's office says it will be another two months before that lawsuit is filed.  

Morrison's is waiting for the Lottery commission which will own the casinos to set regulations for them 

like how many slot machines and table games are allowed.  Those rules won't be in place until September. 

 

07/09/07 

6pm 

More than fifty Kansas towns now allow Sunday liquor sales since the Legislature abolished the state ban 

in 2004.  And here's a bit of history on alcohol in Kansas.  In 1880 Kansas became the first state to adopt a 

constitutional amendment prohibiting alcohol.  Kansas lawmakers legalized the sale of 3.2 beers in 1937.  

And in 1986 the state passed liquor by the drink. 

 

07/10/07 

10pm 

Whether more gambling will have a negative or positive impact on the Wichita community was the 

question today at this Wichita forum.  The building owners and managers association held the event.  The 

group isn't taking a stand on the issue, but wanted its members to hear from speakers on both sides.  The 

public vote on the gambling issue is August 7.  Voters will decide whether they want a casino in Sedgwick 

County and if they want slot machines at Greyhound Park. 

 

07/18/07 

10pm 

Three weeks from the Sedgwick County casino vote.  We're tracking how you will vote.  In a FactFinder 12 

scientific survey we asked 515 voters.  If you would you vote for or against building a casino in Sedgwick 

County?  Three months ago 70 percent of you were for it, with 29 percent against it.  Now the gapping is 

closing with 55 percent for a casino and 45 percent against it.  When asked if the Sedgwick County casino 

should be located in Wichita, Park City, or somewhere else.  47 percent of you want it in Wichita, 25 

percent want it in park city and 25 percent say it should be somewhere else. 

 

07/19/07 

6pm 

With voters in Sedgwick County will soon weigh in on the casino issue, and a group that rallied today 

hopes you listen to them.  They're called moms against casinos.  A few hundred of them, including dads 

and kids gathered in Riverside Park today.  And they say people who are going to vote should know one 

thing about the possibility of a casino in Sedgwick County.  The group says crimes against women and 

children increase casinos. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

POLITICS Q-3 cont. 

 

07/23/07 

10pm 

A new report shows candidates running for president are neglecting their congressional duties.  Republican 

candidate and Kansas Senator Sam Brownback is one of the worst offenders.  Brownback has missed 38.1 

percent of senate votes this year.  Only two senators have missed more fellow Republican Presidential 

candidate John McCain and Democrat Tim Johnson.  Johnson has been in the hospital recovering from a 

stroke.  Brownback says his presidential ambitions aren't the only thing keeping him from voting in the 

senate.  He points out that he's taken trips to Iraq and Greensburg this year. 

 
07/24/07 

10pm 

Two Republican presidential candidates are demanding apologies from Sam Brownback.  Mitt Romney and 

Tom Tancredo are miffed that Kansas senator and fellow candidate questioned their abortion stance in 

automated calls to voters.  The calls claim Romney is not pro-life and that Tancredo took donations from 

Planned Parenthood.  Brownback says he stands by the accuracy of the calls. 

 
07/25/07 

5pm 

You can now vote in the special election.  Today was the first day for advanced voting all across Sedgwick 

County.  You can vote in advance by mail.  Or you can vote in person now at the election office in 

downtown Wichita or next week at a number of satellite locations.  For a complete list of voting locations 

and the latest casino coverage log onto our website at www.kwch.com  

 

07/26/07 

6pm 

Those involved in the horse and dog racing industry are closely watching the gambling vote.  The Kansas 

Greyhound Association held this rally today outside Wichita Greyhound Park.  The group said many 

Kansans don't know that some of the money from casinos and slots would go to those who race horses and 

dogs.  And breeders say the money would trickle down to others as well.  Smith told us he doesn't think the 

Greyhound Park can survive without the additional revenue from slots. 

 

07/27/07 

10pm 

Get your casino questions answered in our debate.  KWCH and KFDI will ask questions to people on both 

sides of the issue.  And we'll use some of your questions.  Just post them at www.kwch.com  then watch the 

debate live on KWCH.com Monday at seven. 

 

07/28/07 

9am 

The U.S. House passes the farm bill.  But Kansas lawmakers were divided on the issue.  The bill gives 

more money to conservation, renewable energy and specialty crop programs.  It also has subsidies for large 

producers even though crop prices are at all time highs.  Kansas Republicans voted against it because it 

creates new taxes for multinational companies with U.S. subsidiaries. 

 
07/30/07 

5pm 

Secretary of state Ron Thornburgh is considering running for governor in 2010.  He says he's testing the 

waters, seeing whether he will have enough support.  The 44-year-old Thornburgh has taken the first step 

by appointing a treasurer for a potential campaign.  Thornburgh was first elected secretary of state in 1994 

and has won re-election three times. 
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POLITICS Q-3 cont. 

 

07/31/07 

7am 

Sedgwick County voters have one week to decide.  Next Tuesday, they'll check yes or no for casinos and 

slot machines.  As it gets closer to the vote more prominent people in Wichita are speaking out against the 

issue.  Continuing our coverage of the casino issue; the latest "no" votes come from Wichita school board 

members Dr. Kevass Harding and Lynn Rogers.  Both men emphasize they're speaking as private citizens 

not as members of the school board.  The "yes for progress" group says it's not surprising to hear more 

endorsements against casinos.  They say it's an issue where even people who support casinos may be 

hesitant to publicly speak out. 

 

08/02/07 

6pm 

Advance voting polls around Wichita are busy in the run up to the casino vote.  Just today, 45 
hundred people cast their ballots at early voting sites.  But there were a few problems.  We're told 
those problems were all taken care of within half an hour.  You can vote early at 15 polls across 
the county.  The actual vote is Tuesday polls close at seven so the results should be coming in 
around nine.  Tune in for those Tuesday and to hear reaction from the winning and losing side. 
 

08/03/07 

6pm 

Election Day is not until Tuesday, but thousands of Sedgwick County voters have already voted yes or no.    

More than ten thousand have gone in person to advance vote.  Nearly 12-thousand have mailed in ballots.   

Sedgwick county election commissioner bill gale says there's a good possibility more voters will cast 

ballots than first expected.  Gale says he's prepared for a 50 percent turnout.   

 
08/04/07 

10pm 

Many state police agencies are ignoring a 2005 racial profiling law.  The state law requires all Kansas law 

enforcement agencies to file annual reports of complaints of race-based traffic stops.  Last year, only 34 

percent of the state's 431 agencies filed reports.  Supporters of the law say they can't force the agencies to 

comply because there are no penalties or other enforcement powers in the legislation. 

 

08/05/07 

10pm 

An on-going feud between Kansas Senator Sam Brownback and Mitt Romney boiled over in Iowa today.  

All nine GOP presidential candidates participated in this latest debate and while they took shots at each 

other; the candidate‟s main focus was on the democrats and their push for a troop withdrawal from Iraq.  

The democrats will have a chance to speak to the same crowd when they debate in Des Moines later this 

month. 

 

08/06/07 

6pm 

Both sides are doing a last-minute push to get voters to the polls.  But the Sedgwick County election office 

says many people have already cast their vote.  The group no casinos in Sedgwick County hit the streets 

today reminding people to vote.  Meanwhile, the pro-casino group "yes for progress" is working the phones 

doing the same thing.  Nearly 30-thousand people have already mailed in ballots or voted early at the 

election office.  Election Commissioner Bill Gale is predicting 38 percent of voters will turn up at the polls.  

That's a higher voter turnout than during a traditional election. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

POLITICS Q-3 cont. 

 

08/07/07 

5pm 

While you were voting you may have noticed election workers handing out what are called provisional 

ballots to some people.  A caller wanted to know if that means some voters weren't registered and shouldn't 

be casting ballots.  So we checked for fact finder 12.  Election workers and the election commissioner tell 

us they give provisional ballots to people who say they're registered but are not in the book sometimes 

they're in the wrong location.  Voters with the wrong address also get provisional ballots and occasionally 

people who aren't registered to vote.  But it doesn't end there.  After the election the votes are canvassed; 

usually by the end of the week.  One by one the election office looks at all the voter information, including 

names, addresses and registration...and matches them up.  Votes that don't meet the requirements are 

thrown out. 

 
08/09/07 

6pm 

The Sedgwick County Election office is busy looking over 25-hundred provisional ballots.  Those are 

ballots that raise some questions.  Election officers have to confirm things like names, addresses and 

sometimes whether or not a person is actually registered to vote.  The election commissioner says based on 

his experience provisional ballots don't usually change the outcome of an election, although the slot 

machine question is very close. 

 

08/11/07 

10pm 

Former Massachusetts Governor Mitt Romney has won the Iowa Straw Poll.  Romney received nearly 

twice as many votes as his nearest rival.  Former Arkansas Governor Mike Huckabee came in second; 

Kansas Senator Sam Brownback was third.  The poll is considered a major event in the Republican 

Presidential nomination process. 

 
08/12/07 

10pm 

We'll know tomorrow if 25-hundred provisional ballots from last week's casino vote will change the 

outcome.  Election officials have spent the better part of a week confirming names on the ballots, their 

addresses and whether or not they're even registered to vote.  Election Commissioner Bill Gale says in his 

experience, provisional ballots rarely change the outcome but admits; it is possible.  The measure to put slot 

machines at the greyhound park failed by 343 votes. 

 

08/13/07 

10pm 

A week after you voted the final results is in; there will not be a casino or slot machines in Sedgwick 

County.  Last Tuesday, voters overwhelmingly said no to a casino.  But slots were in question because the 

difference was only about 350 votes.  After counting provisional ballots the gap narrowed to 246 votes...but 

the outcome didn't change.  Today, the County Board of Canvassers certified the results.  Slot supporters 

and opponents were there.  Any voter can request a re-count but you have to do it before 5 o'clock 

tomorrow afternoon. 

 

08/14/07 

6pm 

The gambling decision isn't quite over.  Today the Wichita Greyhound Park asked for a recount.  It only 

applies to paper ballots and question number two that asked voters about slot machines.  The election office 

will start recounting the 17 thousand ballots tomorrow by hand.  If the outcome of the vote doesn't change, 

the Ruffin Company that owns the park will have to pay about 12 thousand dollars for the recount. 

     
 

 

 



 

 

 

POLITICS Q-3 cont. 

 

08/15/07 

10pm 

The Kansas Lottery Commission gives Crawford County a 90 day extension to submit casino applications.  

The expanded gambling law allows a casino in Crawford or Cherokee Counties.  That means the deadline 

for those counties to submit proposals is now December 6th.  The commission also granted ford and 

Wyandotte Counties a 90 day extension. 

 

08/16/07 

5pm 

One by one election workers are recounting slot machine votes.  The owners of the Wichita Greyhound 

Park requested the recount because slot machines failed by 246 votes.  But the election commissioner said 

that's still a lot of ballots.  He said usually recounts only change by a handful of votes.  Bill Gale appointed 

a special recount board; experienced election workers who have until the end of the day Friday to finish 

recounting the 17-thousand paper ballots.  Both sides of the issue are allowed to have someone observe the 

recount the no-casino campaign had someone there this morning.  Phil Ruffin, the owner of Greyhound 

Park put up 12-thousand dollars for the recount.  He says, without slot machines he will close the park 

down within 90 days. 

 

08/17/07 

8am 

A former Kansas Attorney General makes it official.  He wants to legalize marijuana for medicinal 

purposes.  We first told you about Bob Stephan's plan earlier this week.  Friday he made his announcement 

at the statehouse.  Stephan battled cancer and spent more than 7 years on chemotherapy.  He says patients 

should get more help.  Stephan teamed up with the Kansas compassionate care coalition.  The group wants 

to legally protect patients who use marijuana and the doctors who prescribe it.  Stephan admits it will be a 

tough fight to get the legislature to pass the plan. 

 

08/21/07 

6pm 

A new judge has been assigned to hear the case against Doctor George Tiller.  District Judge Clark Owens 

replaces Anthony Powell, who recuse himself from the Tiller case on Friday.  Powell pulled out after 

statements he made about Tiller nine years ago surfaced in the news.  As a Kansas Lawmaker - Powell - 

was a staunch opponent of Tiller and abortion.  Tiller is charged with 19 misdemeanor counts for failing to 

get an independent second opinion on some late-term abortions. 

 

08/23/07 

10pm 

What's being called a friendly lawsuit is filed against the state's new gambling law.  Attorney General Paul 

Morrison filed the suit naming the Kansas Lottery and Director Ed Van Petton as defendants.  The new law 

allows casinos and slot machines at race tracks.  Morrison hopes the high court declares the new gambling 

law constitutional.  Voters approved an amendment in 1986 requiring the lottery to own and operate any 

gambling. 

 
08/24/07 

5am 

Attorney General Paul Morrison filing a friendly lawsuit against the state's new gambling law; the new law 

allows casinos and slot machines at race tracks.  Morrison hopes the high court declares the new gambling 

law constitutional.  Voters approved an amendment in 1986 requiring the lottery to own and operate any 

gambling. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

POLITICS Q-3 cont. 

 

08/27/07 

6pm 

About a dozen casino developers are eager to propose their plan for Sumner County.  But first officials 

have to establish a timeline.  This morning the county commission started finalizing dates to do that.  

Commissioners had already set October 9th as the deadline for proposals to be in.  Formal presentations 

would start about a week later.  Between planning, zoning schedules and the long list of requirements from 

the state, those dates may have to be pushed back.  So, the commission tabled the issue until tomorrow.  

The county commission can endorse as many developers to the state as it wants, as long as they meet the 

minimum requirements. 

 
09/01/07 

8am 

The state's anti discrimination policies now covers sexual preference.  Friday Governor Sebelius extended 

the laws to protect gays, lesbians, bi-sexual, and tran-sexual people.  Before, the anti discrimination laws 

only covered race, gender, religion, and age.  

 

09/10/07 

6pm 

A Federal judge rules in favor of Phill Kline saying he had the authority to fire eight employees after he 

took office this year as the Johnson County District Attorney.  The remaining issue did Kline violate the 

group's first amendment rights.  The eight say Kline fired them because they had no personal or political 

affiliation with him.  Today, Kline's attorneys filed a notice appealing that part of the ruling.  All eight 

worked for Paul Morrison, the previous district attorney who ousted Kline as Kansas attorney general in the 

November election. 

 

09/11/07 

5am 

While many Kansas towns debate whether to allow Sunday liquor sales.  One town is debating whether to 

even allow a liquor store.  The town of Hesston doesn't allow any packaged liquor sales.  But now the city 

council may vote to change the ordinance.  Joe Koehn wants to open the town's first liquor store.  He points 

out the fact the council already approved liquor by the drink which allows restaurants to serve alcohol.  The 

council could vote on the issue October 9th.  They want to hear from residents before they make a decision. 

 

09/12/07 

6pm 

Hundreds hit the streets of Wichita this afternoon all marching for illegal immigrant rights.  This was the 

scene on North Broadway just a short time ago.  The protest was organized by the Kansas United 

Corporation a local civil rights organization.  They want an end to immigration raids, and end to the 

deportation of illegals and a formal guest worker program.  The march ended with a rally on the steps of 

city hall.  We're told several hundred people came out; far less than the two-thousand organizers hoped for.       

 

09/16/07 

10pm 

The President of Afghanistan is coming to Kansas.  Hamid Karzai will speak at K-State's Landon Lecture 

series later this month.  The speech will take place on September 26th or 27th depending on Karzai's travel 

arrangements.  Previous Landon guests include Bill Clinton and Donald Rumsfeld.  The lecture will be free 

but a ticket is required.  Karzai became President of Afghanistan in 2002 after the fall of the Taliban. 

 

09/18/07 

6pm 

A new panel is set to oversee expanded gambling in Kansas.  The committee will include three members 

from the House and three from the Senate.  Senate Majority Leader Derek Schmidt said yesterday that 



 

 

having a single, joint committee will be easier.  The committee will oversee the lottery as it drafts rules for 

the new gambling and reviews contracts with potential casino developers. 

POLITICS Q-3 cont. 

 

09/20/07 

10pm 

Phill Kline says he will not seek re-election as the Johnson County District Attorney.  Kline took over the 

post last year when Paul Morrison became the new Kansas Attorney General.  Kline wasn't specific about 

his future plans only saying he wants to pursue other opportunities.  Klines term lasts another year. 

 

09/21/07 

5am 

Phill Kline will not be re-elected.  The Johnson County District Attorney says he will not run in the 2008 

election.  Kline has had the job since last year when former Johnson County D.A. Paul Morrison was 

elected State Attorney General defeating Kline.  Kline says elected office isn't the only way to engage in 

issues and plans to pursue other opportunities. 

 

09/22/07 

6pm 

The U.S. Military is investigating accusations a soldier was harassed for being an Atheist.  Specialists 

Jeremy Hall filed a lawsuit in Kansas City saying he was threatened by a superior for trying to hold a 

meeting of atheists and non-Christians in Iraq.  However, his superior cannot be found the Army says the 

man does not exist.  It is investigating the claims but can't move forward unless the man is located.      

 

09/25/07 

10pm 

We wanted to know what you think about lethal injection.  In a FactFinder 12 scientific survey we asked 

500 Kansans if you think the death penalty is cruel and unusual punishment.  13 percent of you said yes.  

83 said no.  When asked if you believe lethal infection is cruel and unusual.   12 percent said yes it is.  84 

percent said no. 

 

09/29/07 

10pm 

Texas has one. South Carolina does too.  So could Kansas be next in line for a state guard?  Senator Dennis 

Pyle of Hiawatha thinks so.  He's proposed creating a new military branch to deal with state emergencies 

such as natural disasters.  Pyle says overseas deployments have stretched the Kansas National Guard too 

thin.  The National Guard says a new unit is un-necessary citing their response to the spring floods and the 

Greensburg tornado. 



 

 

The KBS airs public service announcements that address community issues free of charge for 
various nonprofit organizations.   
 

KWCH 12, KBSL 10, KBSH 7 & KBSD 6 combined donated approximately $220,000 for airtime for 

the third quarter.  

PSAs 

ISSUE:  ORGANIZATION/TITLE:    RUNS: 

COMMUNITY Partnership/Drug-Free America "Lingo" 82 

 Fnd for a Better Life “Packages” 41 

 NEA "Read Across Kansas" 15 

 NAB Ad Council “Bad Guys” 325 

 CASA CBS Cares 13 

 Fnd for a Better Life "Crosswalk" 36 

 Al Anon 393 

   

EDUCATION Peace Corps "Life Is Calling" 10 

 Foundation for a Better Life 52 

 USDA "Power Out Food Safety" 174 

 U.S. Marines "For Country" 24 

 Red Cross "There's a Place" 2 38 

 Rotary International 103 

 Marines "Pride of the Nation" 48 

   

CRIME Nat'l Crime Prevention "School 4 Scoundrels" 49 

 City of Wichita "Identity Theft" 15 

 American Health Insurance/Fraud 27 

   

ECONOMY Home Ownership/Prevention Fund 102 

 NAIC-Kansas “Stop Call Confirm” 16 

   

ENVIRONMENT EPA Radon "Surgeon Gen's Other Warning" 108 

 EPA Save Gas/Air Quality "Little Flower" 33 

 Recharge Batteries 23 

 World Wildlife Foundation 14 

   

HEALTH Juvenile Diabetes "Imagine a Cure" 27 

 Ad Council/Autism Speaks “Broadway” 353 

 Ad Council/Autism Speaks “Baseball” 39 

 Ad Council/AARP 24 

 Cancer R&P Fnd (HPV Virus) "Girlfriends 376 

 American Acad Dermatology (Tans) "IM-ing" 171 

 Depression Is Real 25 

 Donate Life America 117 

   

    

 



 

 

Community Calendar 

The “KWCH 12 Community Calendar” is a website feature at www.kwch.com. KWCH 12 Community 

Calendar promotes the maximum number of community church, school and nonprofit benefits. 

 

COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS & GROUPS 

July 2007 

Fick Fossil & History Museum 

Summer Concerts at Bradley Fair 

Wichita Art Museum 

Wichita Bridal Show 

CASA of Sedgwick 

Gospel Music Workshop of America Inc. 

The National Ovarian Cancer Coalition 

Community Emergency Response Team 

The City of Derby 

Reiverside Citizens Association 

 

August 2007 

Fine Arts at Friends University 

Cessna Employee Doll Club 

Kansas-Oklahoma Steam & Gas Engine Assn. 

Wichita Art Museum 

Epworth United Methodist Church 

Andale Area Chamber of Commerce 

Haysville United Methodist Church 

Kansas Art Guild 

Dairy Queen partnered with the Children‟s Miracle Network 

Anime Festival Wichita 

The Salina Rescue Mission 

 

September 2007 

Fine Arts at Friends University 

Sedgwick County Zoo 

Wichita Art Museum 

Dellrose United Methodist Church 

Wichita Southeast Performing Arts Department 

North Wichita Optimist Club & Optimist Club Foundation 

The National Orphan Train Museum 

Morgan-Dowell Research Center 

Coutts Memorial Museum of Art 

Orpheum Performing Arts Centre 

Safety & Health Council of Western Missouri and Kansas 

The Kansas Citizens‟ Committee on Alcohol & Other Drug Abuse 

Victory in the Valley 

Logan County Healthcare Foundation 

Peck General Store 

 

 

 



 

 

FCC Report 

Third Quarter 2007 

 

Tours 
KWCH offers tours to groups interested in learning how a television station operates.  

Tours are tailored to the individual needs of the group, which usually consists of school-

age children.  It focuses on the history of the broadcasting facility and explains the types 

of jobs offered in each department.  Tours are conducted by the Promotions Department, 

and questions are welcome throughout. 

 

DATE   TIME       NUMBER  TYPE______________ 

July 2007 

(none) 

 

 

August 2007 

(none) 

 

 

September 2007 

9/18/07  11:30pm  9  High School Group 

9/19/07  11:30pm  12  High School Group 

9/26/07  11:30pm  20  High School Group 

9/26/07  11:30pm  20  High School Group 

 

 

 



 

 

Public Engagements 

KWCH12 serves the community by attending various special events where our employees emcee, educate, 

entertain and motivate throughout the year.  Our employees have made special appearances to the 

following organizations. 

 

DATE  ORGANIZATION   EVENT     ATTENDANCE 

July 2007 
11-13 Sedgwick County Fair Fair Idol 400 

11 Eastminster Church Moderate casino debate 1400 

12 CAB – Community Advisory Board Channel 12 Quarterly Ascertainment 12 

14 Wellington Wheat Festival Demolition Derby 200 

27  American Heart Association Go red for women luncheon 250 

  

 

DATE  ORGANIZATION   EVENT      ATTENDANCE 

August 2007 

13 Kansas Foodbank Board Board meeting 13 

13 YMCA Y Strong Kids Program Golf Tournament/Auction 200 

23 Kansas Association of Broadcasters – KAB  Board meeting  10 

27  Congressman Tiahrt meeting Local Broadcasters meeting 

w/Congressman Tiahrt 

10 

 

 

 

DATE  ORGANIZATION   EVENT     ATTENDANCE 

September 2007 

9-16 Kansas State Fair Fair booth thousands 

14 K-State JMC Advisory Council Advisory Council Annual Meeting  

17 Ruth Clark Elem. Haysville, 5
th

 grade Weather talk 120 

18 Wichita Sr Services Awards presentation 58 

19 Gammon Elem. Wichita, 2
nd

 grade Weather talk 100 

24 McLean Elementary Motivational Media Assembly 100 

25 Goodwill Annual Dinner Annual meeting and awards dinner 300+ 

25 Caldwell Elementary Motivational Media Assembly 100 

25 GWES Annual Awards Dinner Emcee 400 

26 Wichita State University Advertising Class 15 

26 The Independent High/Lower School Motivational Media Assembly 200 

27 Junior Achievement Stock Market Challenge 250 

 



 

 

NON-BROADCASTING ENHANCEMENT 
 

Joan Barrett, President & General Manager 

Elliott School of Communications Advisory Board member 

Kansas State University Miller School Journalism Advisory Board Member 

Kansas Assoc of Broadcasters Board Member 

Carole Kneeland Project for Responsible Television Journalism Chair 

Kansas Food Bank Board Member 

Easter Seals Goodwill Industries Board Member 

Boy Scouts of America Volunteer 

Church of Magdalen Lector/Volunteer 

Collegiate Booster Club Volunteer 

NE Baseball Coach 

MAYB Coach 

 

Laverne E. Goering, Director of Programming & Production 

Harvey County Zoning & Planning Commission, Chairman  

Harvey County Economic Development Council, Board Member 

Newton Rotary Club Member 

American Quarter Horse Association Member 

 

Terry Johnson, Account Executive 
Music Theatre of Wichita, Board Member 

Music Theatre of Wichita, Performer's Card Committee, Co-chair 

Music Theatre of Wichita, Standing Ovation Committee 

Wichita State University, Alumni Association member 

Broadcast Professionals of Wichita, member 

 

Kim Setty, Anchor 

Deacon and Sunday School Teacher, Riverside Christian Church 

Girl Scout Leader 

Library Volunteer, McCollom Elementary 

Room Mother, McCollom Elementary 

PTO member, McCollom Elementary 

Cub Scout Den Volunteer 

 

Mark Larson, Meteorologist 

Bel Air Shooting Stars 4-H Club, volunteer 

Risen Savior Lutheran Church Praise Team and Choir member 

Adult Sunday School Teacher 

Mueller Elementary School Site Council Member and Secretary 

Cub Scout Guide 

DataStreme/Oceans Instructor 

 
Merril Teller, Chief Meteorologist 

Kansas Children‟s Miracle Network, Advisory Committee 

AYSO Volunteer Referee 

 

Jeff Gibson, Engineer 

C.E.R.T. 

R.A.C.E.S. Emergency Operations Management volunteer 

Brooks Leadership program  

Northeast Magnet High School JROTC program.  



 

 

 

Ronda Schwab, Sales Assistant 

Parent Teacher Organization, USD 262 

Teacher Appreciation Week Volunteer (Organizer) 

Big Brothers / Sisters Bowling Tournament Volunteer 

WSU Alumni Association / Career Mentor 

Friends University Alumni Supporter 

 

Doug Schrag, Photographer 

Sunday school teacher, First Mennonite Church, Pretty Prairie, KS 

USD 311 School board member 

Albion township treasurer 

 

Jeffrey Graber, Promotion Producer 

Fountainhead Theatre of Kansas, Inc.: Treasurer of the Board 

 

Felicia Rolfe, Reporter 

Wichita Chapter of Links Inc. Member – Community Civic Organization 

Jack & Jill of America Member-Community Civic Organization 

Sunday School teacher- Saint Mark United Methodist Church  

 

Amy J. Wintz, Account Executive 

HCC communications strategic planning board member 

Morgan PTO 

Morgan Head room mother 

Big Brothers and Sisters Reno county volunteer 

HCC Leadership Program Mentor Board Member 

Delta Zeta Alumni Chapter President 

 
Doug Wagner, Account Executive 

Ambassador with the chamber of commerce 

Volunteer to help on the United Way campaign 

Youth sponsor at Bible Christian Church 

 

Jason Massingil, Photographer 
Young Life Youth Ministry 

 

Casey Lowmiller, Photographer 
American Red Cross Member 

 
Kerri Baker, Sales Manager 

Soroptimist 

DC Chamber Ambassador 

Small group leader, Minneola United Methodist Church 

 

Rick Sleppy, Web Site Coordinator 

Bel Aire Recreation Youth Baseball Coach 

 

Tracy Crockett, Reporter 

Girl Scout Leader 



 

 

 

Joseph E. Miller, Controller 

Botanica, The Wichita Gardens, Trustee Emeriti & Development Committee Chair 

Wichita Arts Council, Emeritus Trustee 

Wichita Kennel Club, Member 

Orpheum Performing Arts Center, Member 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton church, Finance Committee member 

 

James M. Luce, Research Director 

Mental Health Association Compeer Advisory Board 

Outreach and Missions Ministry Team Leader, River Valley Community Church 

Operation Noah Rescue, Team Leader 

 

Lee Whitman, Commercial Producer 

Marketing Director/Co-Producer Tallgrass Film Festival 

Volunteer, Wichita Association for the Motion Picture Arts (WAMPA  

 

 



 

 

 

FACE THE NATION 
 

07/01/07 1) Report from London regarding the latest on the terror attacks in Britain, with Sheila 

MacVicar, CBS News Correspondent 

2) Interview with John O‟Connor.  Topics include: the country of origin of the attackers 

and their suspected link to al-Qaeda / the connection between the bombing in Glasgow, 

Scotland and the two cars filled with explosives in London 

3) Interview with Senator Richard Lugar.  Topics include: the terror attacks in Great 

Britain; his most recent statement regarding Iraq - which breaks with President Bush‟s 

policy - that American troops should be pulled back from the front lines and instead, used 

in a training capacity / the need for President Bush to meet with a bipartisan group from 

Congress to discuss the current situation in the region / the importance of making a 

decision before the report from General Petraeus is released / the problems within the 

Iraqi Parliament and the need to implement a diplomatic solution / the reaction to Senator 

Lugar‟s statement from his Republican colleagues / the upcoming defense authorization 

bill and the supposed amendments, intending to end the war and withdraw the troops 

Guests: Sheila MacVicar, CBS News Correspondent (1); Terrorism expert John 

O‟Connor, former Scotland Yard Commander (2); Senator Richard Lugar (R-IN), Senior 

Republican; Former Chairman Senate Foreign Relations Committee (3) 

 

07/08/07 1) Interview with Senator Charles Schumer and Senator Orrin Hatch.  Topics include: the 

decision by the White House to claim executive privilege in defying Congress‟ request 

for information regarding the firing of nine US attorneys; the commutation of Scooter 

Libby‟s sentence by President Bush and the claim that it was special treatment / the 

difference between a commutation and a pardon / the pardons granted by President 

Clinton as he left office; Senator Pete Domenici‟s (R-NM) call for a further reduction in 

troops and of combat missions in Iraq by next spring 

2) Roundtable discussion with Devid Yepsen, Jeanne Cummings, and Vaughn Ververs.  

Topics include: Hillary Clinton‟s campaign for president / the asset of former President 

Bill Clinton / the significance of winning in Iowa; the financial problems facing Senator 

John McCain‟s campaign for president; Senator Barack Obama‟s performance in Iowa 

and the claim by many that he is a risk; speculation about former Senator Fred 

Thompson‟s possible candidacy for president; the political fallout of the commutation of 

Scooter Libby 

Guests: Senator Charles Schumer (D-NY), Judiciary Committee (1); Senator Orrin Hatch 

(R-UT), Judiciary Committee; David Yepsen, The Des Moines Register (2); Jeanne 

Cummings, Politico.com (2); Vaughn Ververs, Senior Political Editor, CBSNews.com (2) 

Guest Moderator: Jim Axelrod, CBS News Chief White House Correspondent 

 

07/15/07 1) Interview with Stephen Hadley.  Topics include: the current approach in Iraq and his 

belief that it is showing some signs of progress / the problems within the Iraqi Parliament 

and their decision to take the month of August off as vacation / President Bush‟s 

assertion that any shift in strategy will occur only after the Petraeus-Crocker report is 

presented to Congress in September 

2) Interview with Senator Lamar Alexander.  Topics include: his belief that the current 

approach in Iraq is not working / his lack of support for the Warner-Lugar legislation 

because it is not a bipartisan bill / the Salazar-Alexander proposal to write into law the 

recommendations of the Baker-Hamilton Iraq Study Group 

3) Roundtable discussion with Karen Tumulty and Dan Balz.  Topics include: the 

financial and tactical problems facing Senator John McCain‟s campaign for president / 

the possibility of a comeback for Senator McCain / Iraq as an issue facing the Republican 

candidates 

Guests: Stephen Hadley, White House National Security Adviser (1); Senator Lamar 

Alexander (R-TN) (2); Karen Tumulty, Time Magazine (3); Dan Balz, The Washington 

Post (3) 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

07/22/07 1) Interview with Senator Harry Reid.  Topics include: the all night marathon debate on 

the Iraq war in the Senate, hoping to force a vote to bring the troops home / his assertion 

that the Republicans blocked voting on various Iraq amendments / the various 

amendments up for voting / the report that Senator Russ Feingold would like to introduce 

a resolution to censure President Bush for his handling of Iraq / the use of force to stem 

the growth of al-Qaeda / the impression that Senator Reid is reluctant to support any 

Republican proposals and the accusation that he has contributed to the partisan 

atmosphere in Washington / his reputation for using tough language when describing 

colleagues, including President Bush 

2) Interview with Senator Olympia Snowe.  Topics include: her call for the Senate to be 

more bipartisan regarding Iraq / her belief that in anticipation of General Petraeus‟ 

September 15th report, the leaders of both houses and branches should begin to negotiate 

a resolution and compromise / the need for the United States to send an unconditional 

message to the Iraqi government that this is the final window of opportunity to initiate the 

political benchmarks / whether or not anything will happen in the Senate on Iraq before 

the fall / viewing September 15th as a serious deadline for change in Iraq / her assertion 

that the Iraqi government appears unable to make political sacrifices to reconcile their 

country 

Guests: Senator Harry Reid (D-NV), Majority Leader (1); Senator Olympia Snowe (R-

ME), Select Committee on Intelligence (2) 

 

07/29/07 1) Interview with Senator Patrick Leahy and Senator Arlen Specter.  Topics include: 

Attorney General Alberto Gonzalez and the questions surrounding the truthfulness of his 

testimony concerning President Bush‟s eavesdropping program / his opportunity to 

correct his testimony / the possibility of him doing that / the impact of this scandal on the 

Attorney General, the Department of Justice, and law enforcement throughout the 

country 

2) Interview with Frank Deford, Jason Whitlock, and John Feinstein. Topics include: the 

dog fighting charges against NFL star Michael Vick; the suspicion surrounding baseball 

legend Barry Bonds that he has taken performance-enhancing drugs / how the country 

should react when he eventually breaks Hank Aaron‟s homerun record; the NBA referee 

betting scandal; the effect money and fame has on ethics and integrity 

3) Interview with Jim VandeHei concerning the week in politics.  Topics include: the 

foreign policy disagreement between Hillary Clinton and Barack Obama / Hillary Clinton 

is seen as the front-runner for the Democrats / the angst in the Republican Party 

Guests: Senator Patrick Leahy (D-VT), Chairman, Judiciary Committee (1); Senator 

Arlen Specter (R-PA), Ranking member, Judiciary Committee (1); Frank Deford, Senior 

Contributor, Sports Illustrated (2); Jason Whitlock, The Kansas City Star (2); John 

Feinstein, The Washington Post (2); Jim VandeHei, Executive Editor, Politico.com (3) 

 

60 MINUTES 
 

07/01/07 “A Fighting Chance” - a report on the high level of combat medical care in Iraq, as 

illustrated in the treatment of two wounded Americans, Marine Corporals Kenny Lyon 

and Brad Fulks. Includes interviews with Lt. Col. Paulette Schank, operating room 

supervisor; Dr. Warren Dorlac; Sgt. Danny Stevenson, flight medic. (C: Scott Pelley - P: 

Solly Granatstein) (OAD: 10/29/06) 

“Hiding From Death” - an interview with Immaculee Ilibagiza, A Tutsi woman who 

survived the massacre of her people by the Hutus in the 1994 Rwandan genocide. She 

and six other Tutsi women were hidden in a tiny bathroom for three months by a friendly 

Hutu minister. (Bob Simon - P: Robert G. Anderson) (OAD: 12/03/06) 



 

 

“Explaining Russell Crowe” - an interview with actor Russell Crowe about his career 

and his reputation as a Hollywood bad boy. (C: Steve Kroft - P: John Hamlin) (OAD: 

11/05/06) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “What Have They Done To Milk?” - different types of milk in the 

grocery store (OAD: 11/06/05) 

 



 

 

 

60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

07/08/07 “Wake Up Call” - an interview with U.S. Comptroller General David Walker, who says 

that the Medicare program will bankrupt the treasury in the coming decades unless vast 

reforms to the program and to the nation‟s healthcare system are made. Includes 

comments by Senator Kent Conrad (D-ND), chairman of the Senate Budget Committee. 

(C: Steve Kroft - P: Andy Court) (OAD: 03/04/07) 

“Shooting Tigers” - a report on the devastating impact of poachers upon the dwindling 

number of tigers now remaining wild in the Indian jungles. Includes interviews with tiger 

photographer Belinda Wright;  tiger naturalist Valmik Thapar; and tiger scientist Joseph 

Vattakaven. (C: Scott Pelley - P: Sally Granatstein) (OAD: 11/19/06) 

“The Loneliest People” - a report on children in foster care who are being reunited with 

their birth families through the efforts of a research service called Family Finding. 

Interviews include: foster children Samara, Beverly and Melvin; Lakesha, Samara‟s 

mother; Kevin Campbell, founder of Family Finding; Marylou McGuirk, Samara‟s 

therapist. (C: Lesley Stahl - P: Denise Schrier Cetta) (OAD: 12/17/06 with an update.) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “Andy Bottles Eau De Rooney” - Andy says that bottled water is 

more expensive than gasoline and he may just tap into the billion dollar industry (OAD: 

10/16/05) 

 

07/15/07 “A Not So Perfect Match” - A report on the ethical implications of using familial 

searching, an FBI technique which scours databases of the DNA of convicted felons,  

deliberately searching for partial matches that could indicate that a crime was committed 

by a relative of the person whose DNA presented a partial match. Includes interviews 

with Mitch Morrissey, district attorney of Denver, Colorado; Angelo Della Manna, head 

of DNA analysis for the State of Alabama; Stephen Mercer, a Maryland attorney who 

specializes in issues involving DNA; Detective Sue Hickman of Rotherham, England, 

who used familial searching to catch a rapist; Darryl Hunt of Winston-Salem, North 

Carolina, who was released after 19 years in prison, when a partial DNA match was 

pursued.  (C: Lesley Stahl - P: Shari Finkelstein) (OAD: 04/01/07) 

“An American In North Korea” - a profile/interview of Joe Dresnok, the last American 

defector still living in North Korea, 44 years after deserting the army in 1962. (C: Bob 

Simon - P: Robert G. Anderson, Casey Morgan) (OAD: 01/28/07 with an update.) 

“Dog Nut” - an interview with Sam Simon, the multimillionaire veteran television 

producer who helped create “The Simpsons” and whose foundation rescues stray and 

abandoned dogs and trains some of them to be service dogs for deaf people.(C: Morley 

Safer - P: David Browning) (OAD: 03/04/07) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “Andy Gets All Wound Up” - people and their various watches 

(OAD: 12/03/06) 

 

07/22/07 “The Death of Timothy Souders” - an investigation into the death of a mental patient 

who died in a Michigan prison, in solitary, of dehydration. Includes interviews with 

Souders‟ mother, Theresa Vaughn; clinical psychologist Robert Walsh; and Patricia 

Caruso, director of Michigan‟s prison system. (C: Scott Pelley - P: Solly Granatstein) 

(OAD: 02/11/07 with an update.) 

“Dr. Evil” - An interview with Rick Berman, a Washington lobbyist and lawyer, whose 

critics claim he is a tool for corporate America.  Berman counteracts that he is merely 

against anyone who seeks to limit or regulate our way of life.  Includes an interview with 

Dr. Michael Jacobson, Center for Science in the Public Interest, a healthy food advocacy 

group. (C: Morley Safer - P: Deirdre Naphin Curran, Katherine Textor) (OAD: 04/08/07) 

“Hillbilly Rock Star” - an interview/profile of singer Kenny Chesney, whose style 

combines country, rock and a dash of Caribbean island music. (C: Anderson Cooper - P: 

John Hamlin) (OAD: 02/18/07) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “All Mixed Up” - Andy doesn‟t like to mix flavors (OAD: 

04/27/03) 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

07/29/07 “Under The Influence” - A report on how the pharmaceutical industry lobby influenced 

Congress to pass the Medicare prescription drug legislation, the cornerstone of the 

Republicans‟ domestic agenda.  Includes interviews with Representatives Walter Jones 

(R-NC) and Dan Burton (R-IN); former Congressman Billy Tauzin (R-LA); 

Congressman John Dingell (D-MI), new chairman of the House Energy and Commerce 

Committee which oversees Medicare; and Ron Pollack, Executive Director of Families 

USA, a nonpartisan health care watchdog group.  (C: Steve Kroft - P: Ira Rosen) (OAD: 

04/01/07) 

“Prisoner 05A4820" - an interview with former Tyco CEO Dennis Kozlowski. 

Convicted of stealing more than $100 million from Tyco, he is now serving an 8-to-25-

year sentence. He maintains he is not guilty of the charges. (C: Morley Safer - P: Deirdre 

Naphin Curran) (OAD: 03/25/07) 

“A New Kind of Fight” - a report on mixed martial arts (MMA), a new form of hand-to-

hand combat which combines styles like boxing, wrestling and jujitsu. Includes 

interviews with Renzo Gracie, Brazilian MMA fighter; Pat Miletich, MMA coach; Dana 

White, Ultimate Fighting Championship League; Matt Hughes, MMA fighter.(C: Scott 

Pelley - P: Solly Granatstein) (OAD: 12/10/06) 

Andy Rooney topic: “Andy: Don‟t Throw It Away!” - letting go of stuff is a hard thing 

to do (OAD: 02/25/07) 

 

48 HOURS MYSTERY 
 

07/03/07 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Endgame” - a follow-up to 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Where 

Is Mrs. March?” (OAD: 11/01/02). Janet Levine March, a wife and mother of two young 

children, disappeared on August 15, 1996. In December 2004, a grand jury indicted her 

husband, Perry, for her murder, based on circumstantial evidence. March -- while in a 

Nashville jail awaiting trial, and fearful of the possible testimony of his wife‟s parents, 

Carolyn and Larry Levine -- solicited fellow inmate and convicted felon Russell 

Nathaniel Farris to murder them. Farris played along, but in reality cooperated with the 

police and secretly recorded his conversations with both March and March‟s father, 

Arthur, who also became implicated in the murder plot. In a videotaped deposition played 

at the trial for Janet March‟s murder, Arthur March revealed how Perry had killed Janet, 

and how her body, with his help, was ultimately disposed of. Perry March was sentenced 

to 56 years in prison. Arthur March was sentenced to five years.  Includes interviews 

with: Perry March; Arthur March; Carolyn and Larry Levine; Sergeant Pat Postiglione, 

Detective Bill Pridemore, Nashville (Tennessee) Homicide Cold Case Unit; Detective 

Mickey Miller, Nashville Police. (C: Deborah Grau - P: Bill Lagattuta) (OAD: 01/06/07 

with an update.) 

 

07/07/07 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “A Knock On The Door” (9:00-10:00pm) - in 1982, in the 

town of Olathe, Kansas, a young banker named David Harmon was bludgeoned to death 

in his bed. His wife Melinda told authorities that two men intent on robbing the bank 

where David worked had broken into their home and committed the crime. Investigators 

believed, but could not prove, that Melinda was involved in a secret affair with family 

friend Mark Mangelsdorf, and that the two were involved in David‟s murder. Nearly 20 

years later, armed with new forensic technology, police zeroed in on the couple: 

Mangelsdorf, an independent business consultant in New York City, is now married with 

five children and lives in Pelham, N.Y.; Melinda, now living in Columbus, Ohio is 

married to a dentist and is the mother of two. Melinda was tried and found guilty of 

murder and conspiracy to commit murder. Facing a sentence of life in prison, she offered 

the prosecutor information about what happened the night of the murder in exchange for 

a lighter sentence. Melinda and Manglesdorf, who entered a guilty plea, will be sentenced 



 

 

on May 12. (C: Hannah Storm - Sr. P: Al Briganti - P: Lisa Freed, Deborah Grau) (OAD: 

04/15/06 with an update.) 

 

 



 

 

 

48 HOURS MYSTERY (continued) 

 

07/07/07 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Searching For Secrets” (10:00-11:00pm) - In early 

September 2005,  17-year-old Taylor Behl, a Virginia Commonwealth University 

freshman, disappeared from the Richmond campus. A police investigation eventually 

uncovered her association with Ben Fawley, a 38-year-old man who confessed to having 

sex with Taylor. After the discovery of Taylor‟s body, Fawley claimed that Taylor had 

wanted to have a sexual experience which included bondage and erotic asphyxia -- she 

wanted to pass out during sex -- and that she accidentally died during this activity. In a 

plea bargain at his trial, Fawley was sentenced to 30 years in prison. Interviews include: 

Janet Pelasara, Taylor Behl‟s mother; Matt Behl, Taylor‟s father; Glynnis Keogh, 

Taylor‟s best friend; Erin Crabill, friend of Taylor Behl; Emma Ellsworth, Taylor‟s 

roommate; Ben Fawley; Richmond Police Captain John Venuti; Les Lausiere, 

investigator, Virginia Attorney General‟s Office; Jason Hudson, detective; prosecutors 

Jack Gill and Chris Bullard; Chris Collins and Bill Johnson, attorneys for Ben Fawley. 

(C: Erin Moriarty - P: Jay Young, James Stolz) (OAD: 01/16/07 with an update.) 

 

07/14/07 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Blood and Money” - Investment banker Robert Kissel was 

murdered in his luxurious Hong Kong apartment in 2003. His wife Nancy was convicted 

of his murder and is now serving a life sentence. In 2006, his brother, real estate 

developer Andrew Kissel, was murdered in his Greenwich, Connecticut home. At the 

time of his death, Andrew Kissel was facing a federal bank fraud charge and state grand 

larceny and forgery charges. His murder is still under investigation. Among those 

interviewed are: James Walters, Greenwich Police Chief; Carol Horton, high school 

friend of Robert Kissel; Danny Williams, friend of Robert Kissel; John and Elizabeth 

LaCause, friends of Nancy Kissel;  Kazuko Oshi and Andrew Tanzer, friends of Robert 

and Nancy Kissel; Trudy Samra, friend of Nancy Kissel; Nancy Walkley, title search 

attorney; Albert Wong, Hong Kong journalist; Brian Howie, friend of Andrew Kissel; 

Steven Garfinkel, FBI special agent; Phil Russell, attorney for Andrew Kissel; Carlos 

Trujillo, driver and personal assistant to Andrew Kissel; Frank Shea, special investigator 

hired by Robert Kissel. C: Erin Moriarty - P: Lisa Freed, Gail Abbott Zimmerman (OAD: 

11/18/06 with an update.) 

 

07/21/07 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Jeffrey MacDonald: Time For Truth” (9:00-10:00pm) - a 

report on the 1970 murders of U.S. Army Doctor Jeffrey MacDonald‟s pregnant wife and 

two young daughters at their Fort Bragg home in Fayetteville, N.C. Having served 25 

years in prison for the murders, MacDonald, now 61, still proclaims his innocence and 

expresses hope that he will eventually be legally vindicated. From the day following the 

murders 35 years ago, MacDonald has maintained that a group of crazed, drug-fueled 

hippies broke into his apartment and murdered his wife Collette and daughters -- five-

year-old Kimberly and two-year-old Kristen. It took the U.S. Government nine years to 

make its case against him, but in 1979, a jury convicted MacDonald of three counts of 

first-degree murder -- a conviction based entirely on circumstantial evidence. Since then, 

MacDonald and his lawyers have exhausted every avenue of appeal. Married behind bars 

over two years ago, MacDonald‟s request for parole was denied. He is hoping that DNA 

testing being done on hair and blood evidence from the crime scene will confirm that he 

did not kill his family. (C: Bill Lagattuta - Sr. P: Anthony Batson, Judy Tygard, Peter 

Schweitzer - P: Josh Gelman) (OAD: 11/05/05) 

 

07/21/07 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Millionaire Manhunt” (10:00-11:00pm) - follow-up to 48 

HOURS INVESTIGATES: “Journey To Justice” (OAD: 12/11/02).  After a review of the 

circumstances surrounding the 1987 murder of Lita McClinton Sullivan and the 

subsequent police investigation of her husband, Jim Sullivan, the program follows 

Sullivan‟s extradition from Thailand in 2004 and his ensuing Atlanta, Georgia trial and 

conviction for his wife‟s murder. Includes interviews with Poppy Marable, best friend of 



 

 

Lita Sullivan; JoAnn and Emory McClinton, Lita‟s parents; and Belinda Trahan, former 

girlfriend of Tony Harwood, the alleged hitman hired by Jim Sullivan. (C: Susan Spencer 

- Sr. P: Anthony Batson) (OAD: 10/07/06 with an update.) 

 

 



 

 

 

48 HOURS MYSTERY (continued) 

 

07/24/07 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Dangerous Liaisons” - a report on the July 2003 murder of 

Sandra Rozzo of Pinellas Park, Florida, including background and surrounding 

circumstances, and the police investigation that led to the eventual conviction and 

imprisonment of her ex-lover Timothy „Tracey‟ Humphrey and his wife Ashley Laney 

Humphrey. Includes interviews with: Timothy Humphrey; Detectives Paul Andrews and 

Scott Golczewski, Pinellas Park Police Department; Tracey Havlicek, Sandra‟s sister; 

Hector Adorno, friend of Timothy Humphrey; Kelley Terrell, friendo Sandra and 

Timothy; Heather Ursini, Sandra‟s co-worker; Mitch Eubanks, Sandra‟s friend and hair 

stylist; Charli Williams, friend of Ashley Humphrey. (C: Maureen Maher - P: Chuck 

Stevenson) (OAD: 10/14/06 with an update.) 

 

07/28/07 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Murder Comes Knocking” - In July 2004, 27-year-old 

Jarrod Davidson was shot to death outside his apartment in Santa Barbara, California.  

Estranged from his ex-wife, Kelee, Jarrod had been scheduled to go to court to try to get 

full custody of his daughter Malia.  Jarrod had opened his front door to retrieve the 

delivery of a potted plant.  DNA, found on the plant‟s card holder, was tested and 

matched that of his former mother-in-law, Mindy Jones.  Neighbors had reported seeing 

two suspicious looking people quickly leaving Jarrod‟s apartment complex. After further 

investigation, Kelee‟s parents, Philip and Mindy Jones, were arrested for the murder of 

Jarrod Davidson.  Philip confessed to the killing, but only securing and agreement from 

prosecutors that his daughter Kelee would not be tried for the murder. Philip Jones 

claimed that he murdered Jarrod because Jarrod was molesting Malia. This claim was 

disproved.  Philip was sentenced to life in prison with no parole.  Mindy Jones claimed 

amnesia, but was also found guilty of murder and received the same sentence as Philip.  

Kelee was allowed to plead guilty to three lesser charges: accessory to murder and two 

counts of perjury.  She was sentenced to four years in prison. Malia is being raised by her 

paternal grandparents, Richard and Susan Davidson.  Kelee Davidson is expected to be 

released from prison in July 2007.  She is hoping to regain custody of Malia.  (C: 

Maureen Maher - P: Ira Sutow) (OAD: 02/10/07 with an update.) 

 

07/31/07 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “The Puppet Master” - A report on the marriage of Heather 

and Ron Samuels, who, even after divorcing, were involved in a bitter custody battle. In 

October 1997, newlyweds Heather and John Grossman were shot at while driving.  John 

survived the shooting but a bullet severed Heather‟s spinal cord, leaving her a 

quadriplegic.  Heather was immediately certain that ex-husband Ron was involved in the 

crime, as he had once threatened to make her pay for leaving him. Investigators were able 

to track down three men who they believed were involved in the assault:  Hugh Estess, 

the car owner; Eddie Stafford, the driver, and Roger Runyon, the shooter.  Also 

implicated was Geoff Pollock, who was present at meetings when the crime was 

discussed.  Ron Samuels was named as the man behind the crime - the puppet master.  In 

exchange for complete immunity, police got the co-conspirators to acknowledge 

Samuels‟ lead role in the crime.  Before Samuels could be arrested, he fled to Mexico.  

He ran afoul of the law there when police found six kilos of cocaine in his car.  He was 

imprisoned and, five years later, still proclaiming his innocence, he was extradited to the 

U.S. to stand trial for the attempted murders. He was found guilty of all charges and  

sentenced to life in prison for the attempted murders, plus an additional 120 years for the 

other charges.  The court ordered Samuels to pay Heather restitution, but he claims that 

he‟s broke. Investigators are tracking any remaining assets.  He is planning to appeal his 

conviction. (C: Troy Roberts - P: Peter Henderson) (OAD: 04/14/07) 

 

* * * 

 

 



 

 

 

FACE THE NATION 
 

08/05/07 1) Interview with Condoleezza Rice.  Topics include: her meeting scheduled for later that 

morning with President Bush and President Karzai of Afghanistan; America‟s 

cooperative agreement with Pakistan regarding the war on terror and extremists; the arms 

sale proposal to Saudi Arabia and the opposition it will face from Congress;  Saudi 

Arabia‟s relationship with the other Gulf states; Saudi Arabia‟s plan to put an embassy in 

Baghdad; the security risks in that region regarding Iraq‟s borders; her belief that the 

Iraqi Parliament is not on vacation and will be ready to pass legislation when necessary 

2) Interview with Representative Rahm Emanuel.  Topics include: his opposition to the 

proposed arms sale to Saudi Arabia; the lack of progress on the political front in Iraq; the 

recent session of Congress: what it achieved and didn‟t achieve, on both international and 

domestic fronts; the anticipated reaction of Democrats should the Petraeus-Crocker report 

call for the troops to remain in Iraq; the current atmosphere and attitude in Washington 

Guests: Condoleezza Rice, Secretary of State (1); Representative Rahm Emanuel (D-IL), 

Chairman, Democratic Caucus (2) 

 

08/12/07 1) Interview with Mike Huckabee.  Topics include: assessment of the Iowa Straw Poll 

and his second place finish behind Mitt Romney; the personal and political differences 

between himself as a candidate and the other Republican frontrunners; his support of the 

troop surge in Iraq 

2) Roundtable discussion with David Yepsen, Karen Tumulty, and Jim VandeHei.  

Topics include: the importance of the Iowa Straw Poll for Mike Huckabee and Mitt 

Romney, given that Rudy Giuliani and Senator John McCain did not participate / 

President Bush‟s poll numbers and the effect it has on the Republican presidential 

candidates / Rudy Giuliani‟s campaign / the proposal to move the Iowa caucus to 

December 2007 / the campaigns of John Edwards, Senator Obama, and Senator Clinton  

Guests: Mike Huckabee, Republican Presidential Candidate, Former Governor of 

Arkansas (1); David Yepsen, The Des Moines Register (2); Karen Tumulty, Time 

Magazine (2); Jim VandeHei, Executive Editor, Politico.com (2) 

Guest Moderator: Jim Axelrod, CBS News Chief White House Correspondent 

 

 

08/19/07 1) Interview with Karl Rove.  Topics include: his career as a political consultant and what 

is needed to be successful; modern politics in Washington; President Bush‟s legacy; 

Hillary Clinton as a candidate and his belief that she will get the nomination; thoughts on 

the Republican candidates and the strategy needed to win three presidential elections in a 

row 

2) Interview with Senator John McCain.  Topics include: the current strategy for the war 

in Iraq and his support for that war; issues affecting his campaign and standing in the 

polls; Hillary Clinton as a presidential candidate; the partisan atmosphere in Washington; 

illegal immigration; speculation regarding the content of General Petraeus‟ report on 

progress in Iraq 

Guests: Karl Rove, Retiring White House Adviser (1); Senator John McCain (R-AZ), 

2008 Presidential Candidate (2) 

 

 



 

 

 

FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

08/26/07 Interview with former Senator John Edwards and his wife Elizabeth. Topics include: (1) 

Senator Edwards‟ position on Iraq: the necessity of a politcal solution / the imperative of 

a timetable for withdrawal of U.S. troops / the ultimate unpredictability of events in Iraq 

and the need to engage the Iranians and Syrians in stabilizing Iraq (2) Mrs. Edwards‟ role 

in her husband‟s campaign; the nature of her role should he be elected president; how 

they address the ongoing factor of her illness 

Guests: former Senator John Edwards (D-NC) and his wife Elizabeth Edwards 

 

60 MINUTES 
 

08/05/07 “The Other Iraq” - a report on Kurdistan, an autonomous and peaceful region in the 

northeast corner of Iraq, which has its own regional government, security forces, and no 

ethnic divisions. Includes interviews with prime minister Nechervan Barzani, and with 

Dr. Ali Saed Mohammed, president of Suleymaniye University. (C: Bob Simon - P: 

Draggan Mihailovich) (OAD: 02/18/07 - includes an update.) 

“The Phantom of Corleone” - a report on the ongoing pervasiveness of the mafia in 

Italian business and government. In April 2006, Bernardo Provenzano, head of the 

Sicilian mafia and a fugitive for 43 years, was captured near the Sicilian town of 

Corleone...but his capture is expected to do little to curb the ubiquitous influence of the 

mafia. Includes interviews with Piero Grasso, Italy‟s top anti-mafia prosecutor; 

Alexander Stille, author and mafia investigator; Rita Borsellino, politician; Nino 

Mormino, attorney. (C: Steve Kroft - P: Leslie Cockburn) (OAD: 12/10/06 - includes an 

update.) 

“The Dame” - an interview/profile of the British actress Dame Helen Mirren, most 

recently acclaimed for her portrayal of Elizabeth II in the film “The Queen”. (C: Morley 

Safer - P: Ruth Streeter) (OAD: 01/07/07) 

Andy Rooney topic: “Presidential Price Tag” - Andy calculates the rising cost of running 

for president. (OAD: 04/01/07) 

 

08/12/07 “Searching For Jacob” - a report on the ongoing genocide being perpetrated by the 

Sudanese government upon the ethnic African population of Darfur. Jacob, an ethnic 

African who fled his destroyed village of Hangala, is interviewed in a refugee camp. Also 

includes interviews with John Prendergast, International Crisis Group; and Dr. Ashis 

Brahma, a refugee camp physician (C: Scott Pelley - P: Shawn Efran) (OAD: 10/22/06 - 

includes an update.) 

“Stop Snitchin’ ” - a report on how the hip-hop culture‟s message to shun the police has 

undermined efforts to solve murders across the country. Includes interviews with 

Geoffrey Canada, an anti-violence advocate and educator from New York City; rap star 

Cam‟ron (real name: Cameron Giles); Professor David Kennedy, John Jay College of 

Criminal Justice. Also includes comments by New York City Police Commissioner Ray 

Kelly. (C: Anderson Cooper - P: Andy Court, Keith Sharman) (OAD: 04/22/07 - includes 

an update.) 

“King of Comedy” - an interview/profile of comedian Dan Whitney, better known as 

Larry the Cable Guy. Includes interview with impresario J.P. Williams.(C: Bob Simon - 

P: Joel Bernstein) (OAD: 12/17/06) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “To Tie Or Not To Tie” - men‟s fashions (OAD: 05/04/03) 

 

 



 

 

 

60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

08/19/07 “Deepwater” - a report on the circumstances surrounding the problems and 

shortcomings of  “Deepwater” - a $24 billion modernization program undertaken by the 

U.S. Coast Guard five years ago and now the subject of a Justice Department 

investgation. Includes interviews with: Congressman Elijah Cummings (D-MD), 

chairtman of the Coast Guard oversight committee; Captain Kevin Jarvis, U.S. Coast 

Guard (Ret.); Michael DeKort, former Lockheed Martin engineer; Congressman Gene 

Taylor (D-MS). (C: Steve Kroft - P: L. Franklin Devine) (OAD: 05/20/07 - includes an 

update.) 

“The Age Of Warming” - A report on global warming and the apparent effect it has in 

Antarctica, making the region the fastest warming place on Earth.  Includes interviews 

with Gino Casassa, Glaciologist; American biologists Sue and Wayne Trivelpiece; and 

Paul Mayewski, Director of the Climate Change Institute at the University of Maine.  (C: 

Scott Pelley - P: Solly Granatstein, Catherine Herrick) (OAD: 04/01/07) 

“Simon Cowell” - an interview/profile of Simon Cowell, the acerbic judge on the 

television series “American Idol”. (C: Anderson Cooper - P: John Hamlin) (OAD: 

03/18/07) 

Andy Rooney topic: “Andy: Let‟s Have A Queen” - Andy makes a case for a U.S. 

monarchy. (OAD: 04/08/07) 

 

08/26/07 “Was It Murder?” - an interview with Dr. Anna Pou, a New Orleans physician arrested, 

along with nurses Cheri Landry and Lori Budo, for the murder of four patients by lethal 

injection, at Memorial Medical Center, a hospital left isolated and without power in the 

days after Hurricane Katrina. Also interviewed is Louisiana Attorney General Charles 

Foti. (C: Morley Safer - P: Deidre Naphin, Katherine Textor) (OAD: 09/24/06 - includes 

an update.) 

“Left Behind” - A report on the plight of thousands of Iraqis who helped the U.S. in Iraq 

as translators, office help and construction workers, and who are now targeted as 

collaborators by the insurgents. Many want to come to America, but are having a hard 

time because of U.S. security requirements. Includes interviews with retired Major 

General Paul Eaton; Assistant Secretary of State Ellen Sauerbrey; former Assistant 

Secretary of State Julia Taft. (C: Scott Pelley - P: David Gelber, Joel Bach) (OAD: 

03/11/07 - includes an update.) 

“One Laptop Per Child” - a report on MIT Professor Nicholas Negroponte‟s effort to 

put an inexpensive, durable laptop computer into the hands of every child, particularly 

the poor, as an educational aid...and the competition he is encoutering from Intel. Also 

includes an interviews with Craig Barrett, Intel‟s chairman of the board. (C: Lesley Stahl 

- P: Catherine Olian) (OAD: 05/20/07 - includes an update.) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “The Joy Of Kitchen Tools” - Kitchen gadgets that Andy owns but 

never uses (OAD: 04/11/04) 

Update: the recent death of two prominent Americans, Brooke Astor and Leona 

Helmsley, both of whom were subjects of 60 MINUTES segments with Mike Wallace. 

 

 



 

 

 

48 HOURS MYSTERY 
 

08/04/07 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Chamber Of Secrets” (9:00-10:00p) - in her divorce case, 

Frieda Hanimov feared that she would lose custody of her children because she suspected 

that the judge ruling on her case was corrupt. Having gone to authorities with her 

suspicions, Hanimov agreed to go undercover and, wearing a wire, she went alone into a 

warehouse to try to prove that New York State Supreme Court Judge Gerald Garson was 

corrupt. A taped conversation with Nissim Elmann, the judge‟s confederate, was enough 

evidence to have the Brooklyn District Attorney grant permission to place a hidden 

camera in Judge Garson‟s chambers. Prosecutors caught Judge Garson on videotape 

taking a gift for legal advice, giving a lawyer advice on how to write a legal memo on a 

case before him, and accepting a $1,000 referral fee. Judge Garson will go on trial next 

fall; Nissim Elmann will be tried next week. Haminov‟s case has led to the creation of a 

new commission to reform divorce court.  (C: Lesley Stahl - Sr. P: Katie Boyle - P: Patti 

Aronofsky, Mead Stone) No individual segment titles were used in this episode.  (Edited 

version of “Chamber of Secrets”, OAD: 02/19/05.  Includes an update to the first 

rebroadcast (07/02/05), which itself included an update.) 

 

08/04/07 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “The Sweetheart Murders” (10:00-11:00p) - In December 

1980, college sweethearts Sabrina Gonsalves and John Riggins were brutally murdered in 

Davis, California. No progress was made towards solving the case until 2002, when Joel 

Davis, a high school friend of John Riggins, persuaded police to re-examine the semen 

stains discovered on a blanket found in the victims‟ abandoned van. Using advanced 

DNA technology, the police were now able to match those samples to Richard 

Hirschfield, a convicted rapist who had been paroled in July 1980 and whose DNA was 

stored in the FBI database. Police then interviewed Hirschfeld‟s younger brother, Joe -- 

who committed suicide the day after the police interview.  In his suicide note, Joe said 

that his brother Richard had killed Gonsalves and Riggins, and that he himself had lived 

with this horror for twenty years. Police assume that Joe helped his brother leave the 

murder scene. Richard Hirschfeld is now charged in the double murder. Prosecutors are 

seeking the death penalty. (C: Troy Roberts - P: Clare Friedland, Daria Hirsch, Gregory 

F. McLaughlin) (OAD: 01/27/07, includes an update.) 

 

08/11/07 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Prime Suspect” (9:00-10:00p) - followup to “Prime 

Suspect” (OAD: 04/07/04), a report on Marty Tankleff who, as a 17-year-old, was 

convicted of murdering his adoptive parents Seymour and Arlene Tankleff in their Belle 

Terre, Long Island home. Tankleff‟s relatives believe that Marty, now 33, is innocent and 

hope that a new trial will set him free. Includes interview with several key witnesses and 

with Tankleff‟s investigator, New York City detective Jay Salpeter, who took the case on 

a pro bono basis; Assistant District Attorney Leonard Lato who is fighting to uphold 

Tankleff‟s conviction; and Richard Ofshe, an expert in interrogation tactics who feels that 

innocent people, including Marty Tankleff, can be persuaded to confess to crimes they 

did not commit. The judge in the case is expected to rule on Tankleff‟s request for a new 

trial this spring. (C: Erin Moriarty - Sr. P: Katie Boyle - P: Gail Abbott Zimmerman) 

(Rebroadcast of the 07/15/06 updated version of “Prime Suspect”, OAD: 03/12/05) 

 

 



 

 

 

48 HOURS MYSTERY (continued) 

 

08/11/07 48 HOURS MYSTERY: "Dangerous Reunion" (10:00-11:00p) - In 1981, a series of 

sexual assaults targeting members of the Castleberry High cheerleading team occurred in 

and around River Oaks, Texas. In January 1982, the body of Retha Stratton, a former 

Castleberry High cheerleader, was discovered by her roommate -- she had been stabbed 

38 times with a kitchen knife. Fort Worth Police Detective Dennis Timmons quickly 

focused his investigation on Wesley Wayne Miller, former captain of the Castleberry 

High football team. Miller had been suggested as a suspect in the sexual assaults, but was 

never questioned. This time there was more evidence. Within 48 hours, Wesley Wayne 

Miller was charged with the murder of Retha Stratton. Initially, Miller denied 

involvement, but once presented with the evidence, he confessed. Stratton had not been 

sexually assaulted, but police were able to match Miller‟s fingerprints to one of the 

sexual assault crime scenes. The murder trial began in October of 1982 and two weeks 

later, Miller was found guilty and sentenced to twenty five years in prison. The jury in the 

murder trial was prohibited from hearing anything concerning the sexual assaults and 

believed he deserved a second chance. Without DNA testing, prosecutors went forward 

with the most airtight sexual assault case, but eventually agreed to a plea deal of twenty 

years, which would be served concurrently with the murder sentence. Rona Stratton, 

Retha‟s sister and Lisa Ticknor Gabbert, a close friend of Retha‟s and one of Miller‟s 

victims were devastated to learn just how quickly Miller would become eligible for 

parole and made it their mission to keep Miller in prison. By 1991, due to a mandatory 

release law established to ease prison overcrowding, Miller had enough credit for good 

behavior and qualified for early release. Miller was arrested again for attempted assault 

and sentenced to five more years. Released again in 1998 to a county jail, Miller refused 

to attend sex offender counseling and as a result, was returned to prison. With his twenty 

five year sentence almost over, Rona and Lisa attempted to have Miller classified as a 

sexually violent predator under civil commitment - a law which Rona was instrumental in 

getting passed. Two convictions for sex crimes are required in order to be committed and 

if successful, Miller would become the first murderer to be classified as such. Chief 

Prosecutor Joey Robertson argued that Retha‟s murder was the very definition of a sex 

crime and was the last barbaric act of a serial rapist. The jury agreed. As a result, upon 

Miller‟s release, he will be subject to the same intense monitoring as the worst sex 

offenders. On March 9, 2007, Wesley Wayne Miller was released from prison. He is 

housed within 25 miles of Rona and Lisa. (C: Susan Spencer - P: Ian P. Paisley, Jenna 

Jackson) (OAD: 03/10/07) 

 

08/18/07 PREEMPTION 

 

08/25/07 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Two Wigs, A Gun And A Murder” - when Fred Jablin, a 

Richmond (VA) University professor and devoted father was gunned down in his 

driveway on Oct. 30, 2004, his ex-wife, Piper was the prime suspect. When the couple 

divorced after 19 years of marriage, Jablin won custody of the their three children, and, at 

the time of Jablin‟s murder, Piper owed him about $7,000 in back child support. 

Circumstantial evidence, including an airline ticket, two wigs and gas purchased in the 

Richmond, VA area -- all with a credit card in the name of Piper‟s former boyfriend -- 

indicated that Piper had masqueraded as her older sister Tina in order to kill her husband. 

It was also found that she had practiced with a 38-caliber revolver at a Houston shooting 

range four days before the murder. Piper Rountree was arrested, tried, found guilty of 

first degree murder and sentenced to life in prison. Her sister, Tina, was charged with 

evidence tampering and will be tried this fall. (C: Harold Dow - Sr. P: Katie Boyle - P: 

Joe Halderman, Chuck Stevenson) No individual segment titles were used in this episode. 

This is an expanded two hour version of the one hour “Two Wigs, A Gun And A 

Murder” (OAD: 05/21/05).  Includes new footage, not seen in the original broadcast, of 

an an interview with three jurors from Piper Rountree‟s trial.  Portions of an interview 



 

 

with Tina Rountree after the conclusion of the trial is also included, as well an update: 

Tina Rountree was eventually convicted with evidence tampering and sentenced to nine 

months probation. (OAD: 08/05/06 - includes an update.) 

 

* * * 

 

 



 

 

 

 

FACE THE NATION 
 

09/02/07 1) Report from Katie Couric, in Baghdad.  Topics include: speculation regarding the 

content of General Petraeus‟ report / her impressions of Iraq 

2) Interview with Senator Joseph Biden.  Topics include: General Petraeus‟ report and 

how Washington will react to the findings / the problems with the current 

administration‟s policy in Iraq / the Biden-Levin amendment, calling for an immediate 

draw down of combat troops; the search for a new attorney general -- the qualities he/she 

should possess and his assessment of the current field of potential candidates 

3) Interview with Senator Lindsey Graham.  Topics include: evaluation of the possible 

nominations for attorney general; his recent Air Force reserve duty in Iraq; the 

accomplishments of the surge and his assertion that a major breakthrough in Baghdad, 

with regards to the benchmarks, is on the horizon; the need for more economic support in 

Iraq 

4) A check on the state of politics with John Harris. Topics include: the campaign for 

president -- a competition between two strategies for the Republicans and a battle 

between conventional and unconventional campaigns for the Democrats 

Guest Correspondent: Katie Couric, Anchor, CBS Evening News (1).  Guests: Senator 

Joseph Biden (D-DE), Chairman, Foreign Relations Committee, Democratic Presidential 

Candidate (2); Senator Lindsey Graham (R-SC), Armed Services Committee (3); John 

Harris, Editor in Chief, Politico.com (4) 

 

09/09/07 1) Interview with Senator Edward Kennedy.  Topics include: his thoughts on the war in 

Iraq and on the rumors that General Petraeus is going to declare the surge a success and 

request more time / his commitment to bringing the troops home from Iraq as soon as 

possible / the current condition of the United States Army and how long it will take for it 

to recover, so that the U.S. will be able to meet other security interests / the failures of 

both the Iraqi government and the current administration and how it affects our troops 

2) Interview with General Brent Scowcroft.  Topics include: how the war has impacted 

the various internal conflicts in Iraq and the surrounding region / continuing to support 

and train the Iraqi army / the need for a gradual withdrawal, not based on a calendar, but 

on the situation on the ground / the problems facing the installation of a parliamentary 

democracy and the likelihood of one being established / his sense of the current situation 

in Iraq 

Guests: Senator Edward Kennedy (D-MA), Armed Services Committee, Judiciary 

Committee (1); General Brent Scowcroft, USAF (Retired), Former National Security 

Advisor (2) 



 

 

 

FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

09/16/07 1) Interview with Senator Carl Levin.  Topics include: whether or not enough bipartisan 

support exists in the Senate to force President Bush to speed up the drawdown of troops 

in Iraq / his belief that withdrawing American troops will force the Iraqi government to 

reach a political settlement on key issues / how to successfully draw down the troops 

without it being misread by others in the region as abandonment ; the MoveOn.org ad 

that ran in The New York Times against General Petraeus 

2) Interview with Senator Jon Kyl.  Topics include: the disastrous consequences of a 

premature withdrawal from Iraq -- for the Middle East and our own national security / the 

success of the Iraqi government in meeting the benchmarks in the provinces and with the 

tribes / the need for a stable environment, so that progress may continue / the importance 

of a long-term relationship with Iraq and the probability of American troops remaining in 

the region 

3) Interview with Tom Ricks.  Topics include: his take on the drawdown of troops -- due 

to the success of the surge or military necessity / the lack of good policy options and the 

risky consequences which accompany them ; the recent bombing in Syria by Israeli 

forces and why it is highly classified 

Guests: Senator Carl Levin (D-MI), Chairman, Armed Services Committee (1); Senator 

Jon Kyl (R-AZ), Chairman, Senate Republican Conference (2); Thomas E. Ricks, 

Military Correspondent, The Washington Post, author of “Fiasco: The American Military 

Adventure in Iraq” (3) 

 

 

09/23/07 1) Interview with Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton. Topics include: (1) extricating the 

U.S. from the Iraqi war: the need for deadlines / voting to withhold funding / the need for 

a continued U.S. military presence in Iraq after the majority of combat troops are 

withdrawn; the pursuit of nuclear capabilities by Iran, Syria and North Korea - and the 

challenge that poses to the U.S.  (2) Senator Clinton‟s health care plan / how it will be 

affordable to all (3) Her campaign‟s return of an $850,000 contribution gathered by a 

fundraiser indicted as a swindler / the need for public financing of political campaigns;  

the role of her husband, former President Bill Clinton, should she be elected president 

2) Roundtable discussion about the interview with Senator Clinton: her recognition of the 

need for a continued military presence in Iraq; her political move to the Democratic Party 

center; her hard stance towards North Korea; her chances of winning the nomination; her 

attention to problems outside of Iraq 

Guests: Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton (D-NY) (1); John Harris, editor-in-chief, 

Politico.com (2); David Sanger, Chief Washington Correspondent, The New York Times 

(2) 

 

09/30/07 The situation in Iran: 

1) Interview with Gov. Bill Richardson. Topics include: the rumor of impending U.S. 

bombing raids on selected targets in Iran / the political and tactical ramifications of such 

action / the need for dialogue and negotiation with Iran, rather than military confrontation  

2) Roundtable discussion with Robin Wright and Danielle Pletka. Topics include: the 

visit of Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad to the U.S. / his reception and its 

impact on his status in Iran; the need for an effective U.S.  economic sanctions program 

against Iraq prior to any consideration of military strikes; how events in Iraq impact on 

Iran  

3) Interview with author Lawrence Wright. Topics include: factors deterring the U.S. 

from capturing Osama Bin Laden / what should be done with him, if he were captured; 

the proliferation of the Al-Qaeda ideology and movement since 9/11; misperceptions 

about some personal aspects of Osama Bin Laden 



 

 

Guests: Governor Bill Richardson (D-NM), Democratic Presidential candidate (1); Robin 

Wright, The Washington Post (2); Danielle Pletka, American Enterprise Institute (2); 

Lawrence Wright, author, “The Looming Tower: Al-Qaeda and the Road to 9/11" (3) 

 

60 MINUTES 
 

09/02/07 “The Killings in Haditha” - Marine Staff Sgt. Frank Wuterich speaks publicly for the 

first time about the circumstances surrounding the November 2005 killing of 24 Iraqi 

civilians in Haditha, Iraq, resulting in murder charges against him and three other 

Marines. (C: Scott Pelley - P: Shawn Efran, Solly Granatstein) (OAD: 03/18/07 - 

includes an update.)  DOUBLE LENGTH SEGMENT 

“The Shipbreakers” - in Bangladesh, the industry of dismantling and stripping old ships 

employs thousands and supplies the country with almost all of its steel - but working 

conditions are appalling and toxic waste is polluting the beaches. (C: Bob Simon - P: 

Michael H. Gavshon) (OAD: 11/05/06) 

Andy Rooney topic: “Andy Goes To The Movies” - watching movies in a theater is 

better than watching movies at home (OAD: 12/17/06) 

 

09/09/07 “The Dust At Ground Zero” - a re-edited and condensed version of the original two-

part segment on the pervasive  respiratory illnesses affecting the firemen, police, 

construction and utility workers who breathed the toxic dust in the aftermath of the World 

Trade Center destruction. Includes interviews with Dr. David Prezant, chief medical 

officer for New York City‟s Fire Department; Christine Todd Whitman, former head of 

the Environmental Protection Agency; and Rudy Washington, a former deputy mayor 

under Rudy Giuliani.  (C: Katie Couric - P: Kyra Darnton) (OAD: 09/10/06) 

“Get Me The Geeks!” - the increasingly complicated electronics which our society relies 

on have given rise to the geeks - the essential technicians who set up our gadgets, 

including TVS, computers and hand-held devices. Includes an interview with Robert 

Stevens, founder of The Geek Squad. (C: Steve Kroft - P: L. Franklin Devine) (OAD: 

01/28/07) 

“Pavarotti” - followup to “Pavarotti” (OAD: 60 MINUTES 09/26/93), an interview with 

operatic tenor, Luciano Pavarotti. In the followup  Pavarotti, now 66, talks about his 

health; his marriage to 32-year-old Dr. Nicoletta Mantovani; his tax problems; and his 

eventual retirement. (C: Mike Wallace - P: Deborah LeLuca Sheh, William McClure) 

(OAD: 05/01/02 on 60 MINUTES II - includes an update.) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “What Americans Like” - Andy‟s comments about a Time 

magazine article‟s statistics on some American preferences in drink, food, pets and cars 

(OAD: 11/19/06) 

 

09/16/07 “Alan Greenspan” - an interview with Alan Greenspan, former Federal Reserve 

chairman who had his hand on the levers of the U.S. economy through 18 years and four 

presidents.  Topics discussed include his candid new memoir, “The Age of Turbulence”; 

his predictions about the economy; his relationship with his wife, NBC newswoman 

Andrea Mitchell; and his defense against the criticism for his perceived role in the 

housing and lending crisis.  (C: Lesley Stahl - P: Karen M. Sughrue)  DOUBLE-

LENGTH SEGMENT 

“Swimming With Sharks” - because tour operators use food to attract sharks for their 

“shark tourist” customers, critics say surfers and swimmers are in more danger now 

because the dangerous fish are associating humans with food. Includes footage of Bob 

Simon‟s trip to Shark Central at the tip of South Africa where he got a close-up view of 

great whites from the vantage of a shark-proof cage; and interviews with Aidan Martin, 

an Australian scientist; Chris Fallows, a shark tourism operator; Chris Bovim, a surfer; 

and Helgo Schelmer, a psychologist and surfer. (C: Bob Simon - P: Michael Gavshon, 

Solly Granatstein) (OAD: 12/11/05) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “What‟s In A Name?” - public places and things named after 

famous people (OAD: 05/14/06) 



 

 

 

60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

 

09/23/07 “President Ahmadinejad” - an  interview through an interpreter with President 

Mahmoud Ahmadinejad of Iran, before his journey to New York to speak at the UN 

General Assembly.  Topics include his denied request to visit the World Trade Center 

site, the growing evidence that Iranian weapons are being sent to Iraq, and claims by the 

Bush administration that Iran is pursuing a nuclear bomb. (C: Scott Pelley - P: Robert G. 

Anderson, Casey Morgan) 

“Pot Shops” - a report on the problems that have arisen regarding Proposition 215, the 

decade-old law legalizing medical marijuana use in California. (C: Morley Safer - P: 

David Browning) 

“The Match of His Life” - an interview with retired chess champion Gary Kasparov.  

Kasparov, now involved in Russian politics and his opposition group “United Civil 

Front”, maintains that Russia is not a democracy, but a police state. (C: Steve Kroft - P: 

Andy Court, Keith Sharman) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “Presidents On Vacation” - Andy Rooney analyzes presidents‟ 

vacation habits 

 

09/30/07 “The Justice Nobody Knows” - an interview with Justice Clarence Thomas.  Topics 

include his childhood in the Jim Crow South, the sexual harassment charges made against 

him at one time by Anita Hill which surfaced during his confirmation hearings, and his 

sixteen years on the Supreme Court.  (C: Steve Kroft - P: Michael Radutzky, Denise 

Schrier Cetta) DOUBLE-LENGTH SEGMENT 

“What Killed Rebecca Riley?” - a report on the increased diagnoses of bi-polar disorder 

in young children and its treatment with adult psychiatric drugs, focusing on the death of 

four-year-old Rebecca Riley.  Rebecca had been diagnosed with bi-polar disorder and 

was on several different medications at the time of her death.  Her parents, Carolyn and 

Michael, have been charged with first degree murder, but claim that they were just 

following doctor‟s orders.  (C: Katie Couric - P: Kyra Darnton) 

“Invincible” - an interview with Tennessee Titans‟ quarterback Vince Young.  Topics 

include his troubled childhood in Houston and the 2006 Rose Bowl, where he helped 

Texas win its first national championship in 35 years.  (C: Scott Pelley - P: Tom 

Anderson) 

TWO ADDITIONAL SEGMENTS AIRING IN PACIFIC TIME ZONE ONLY: 

“Crusade Against Credit” - an interview with national radio host Dave Ramsey whose 

goal is to save people from insolvency through his courses, advice program and other 

tools he uses in the fight against debt and those who enable it. Also includes interviews 

with Ramsey‟s wife Sharon and children - Denise, Rachel and Daniel. (C: Lesley Stahl - 

P: Karen Sughrue) (OAD: 11/07/04) 

“Hillbilly Rock Star” - an interview/profile of singer Kenny Chesney, whose style 

combines country, rock and a dash of Caribbean island music. (C: Anderson Cooper - P: 

John Hamlin) (OAD: 02/18/07) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “What's On Your Plate?” - Andy takes a closer look at State 

slogans 



 

 

 

48 HOURS MYSTERY 
 

09/01/07 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Murder on His Mind” - In April 2005, Stephen Stanko 

murdered his girlfriend Laura Ling, and then raped and stabbed her daughter. Shortly 

afterwards, he killed a friend, Henry Turner.  Previously, in 1996, Stanko had served an 

eight year prison term for assaulting his then-girlfriend, Elizabeth McClendon. Stanko 

claimed he had no memory of these events. At his trial for the murder of Laura Ling, 

Stanko‟s lawyer called on medical experts who claimed that PET scan images of 

Stanko‟s brain revealed that he was born with a brain defect, a neurological dysfunction 

that made him psychopathic and, on occasion, temporarily insane. Medical experts for the 

prosecution contested this claim. A jury found Stanko guilty and recommended the death 

penalty. He will again face the death penalty when he is tried for the murder of Henry 

Turner. His lawyer will continue to argue that he has a brain defect. Includes interviews 

with: Stephen Stanko; the daughter (name withheld) of Laura Ling; Chris Ling, ex-

husband of murder victim Laura Ling and father of their daughter; Lt. William Pierce, 

Georgetown County (S.C.) Sheriff‟s Office; Greg Hembree, Georgetown County 

Prosecutor; Elizabeth McClendon, former girlfriend of Stanko; William Diggs, Stanko‟s 

lawyer; Dr. Thomas Sachy, neuropsychiatrist. (C: Troy Roberts - P: Josh Gelman, Mary 

Noonan Robichaux, Lourdes Aguiar) (OAD: 01/13/07 - includes an update.) 

 

09/08/07 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “To Catch A Killer” - On December 3, 1997, when several 

family members didn‟t show up for a birthday party, Phil and Nicoletta Dosso drove to 

their business in Bartow, Florida to search for them. There, they made a grisly discovery - 

the bodies of their daughter, Diane Patisso; her husband, George Patisso; their son, Frank 

Dosso; and their longtime business partner and friend, George Gonsalves. All four of 

them had been shot execution style and the killer had been extremely careful - no 

fingerprints, DNA or murder weapon was found. Special Agent Tommy Ray investigated 

more than one thousand leads, but all were dead ends except for one - Nelson Serrano. 

Serrano, a former business partner, had been accused of theft by Dosso and Gonsalves 

and eventually forced out. But Serrano had an alibi - he claimed to have been in Atlanta, 

Georgia at the time of the murders. However, hotel lobby video footage from Atlanta, 

cell phone records, an admission by Serrano‟s nephew, Alvaro Pennaherrera that he 

rented a car for his uncle, as well as Serrano‟s fingerprints on two airport parking tickets 

from Orlando, Florida further cemented Ray‟s belief in Serrano‟s guilt. Four years after 

the homicides, Serrano was indicted. However, months earlier, Serrano and his wife had 

returned to their native Ecuador - a country with no extradition treaty with the United 

States. Special Agent Ray traveled to Ecuador to see if there was a loophole which would 

allow him to arrest Serrano. One came after it was revealed that Serrano had given up his 

Ecuadorian citizenship when he had become a US citizen. With that information, Serrano 

was arrested and deported back to the United States. Serrano and his family claimed that 

his Ecuadorian citizenship was reinstated when Ecuador‟s constitution was changed and 

that he was denied an attorney. Nine years after the killings, Serrano went on trial. The 

jury reached a verdict in only six hours - guilty of four counts of first-degree murder. 

Nelson Serrano is under a suicide watch while he awaits sentencing. Ecuadorian 

legislators want to investigate Nelson Serrano‟s deportation to the United States. (C: 

Harold Dow - P: Steven Reiner, Sara Ely Hulse) (OAD: 03/03/07 - includes an update.) 



 

 

48 HOURS MYSTERY (continued) 

 

09/15/07 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Perfectly Executed” (9:00-11:00p) - an expanded version of 

“Written In Blood” (OAD: 09/25/04), a report on the brutal 1994 murders of the Rafay 

family -- Sultana Rafay, her husband Tariq and their autistic daughter, Basma -- in 

Bellevue, Washington, focusing on the pursuit and arrest of the two primary suspects: 

Atif Rafay, the only surviving family member, and his friend Sebastian Burns. Focuses 

on the key role of the Canadian Mounted Police in the investigation and the elaborate 

sting operation put in place by the CMP in order to obtain confessions from Rafay and 

Burns. Having taken refuge in Canada, Rafay and Burns, who had written the script for a 

film called “The Great Despisers,” whose plot paralleled the 1994 murders, were 

extradited to Seattle to face murder charges. They were tried in November 2003, found 

guilty of murder and sentenced to three consecutive life terms -- one for each life that was 

taken. The Burns family has launched a campaign for a new trial. Includes interviews 

with the two accused men; Carol and Dave Burns, Sebastian‟s parents; Jimmy Myoshi, a 

friend of the suspects; Detective Bob Thompson; Sgt. Haslett, of the Royal Canadian 

Mounted Police; Jeff Robinson and Song Richardson, defense attorneys for Sebastian 

Burns; Roger Davidheiser and James Konat, King County‟s prosecuting team. (C: Peter 

Van Sant - P: Nancy Kramer, Gayane Keshishyan - Field P: Jenna Jackson) (OAD: 

08/06/05 as “Written In Blood” - includes an update.) 

 

09/22/07 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Murder on the Cape” - a follow-up to “Secrets of the Heart” 

(OAD: 04/10/02; rebroadcast on 08/05/02 with an update.) In January 2002, Christa 

Worthington, a former fashion writer, was found murdered in her Truro, Massachusetts 

home. The expanding list of potential suspects included her former boyfriend, Tim 

Arnold, who had discovered her body; and ex-lover Tony Jackett, a married father of five 

children, whose affair with Worthington produced a daughter named Ava. DNA evidence 

was found on Worthington‟s body indicating sexual relations, but when the crime lab 

produced results a year after her murder, they did not match any of the potential suspects. 

With no match, District Attorney Michael O‟Keefe widened the circle of his investigation 

and asked for DNA from every single man in Truro. Three and a half years after the 

murder, a match was found for the DNA located both inside and outside Worthington‟s 

body. Christopher A. McCowen, Worthington‟s garbage man, was arrested for her 

murder. McCowen denied knowing Worthington until he was presented with the DNA 

evidence against him. With that information, McCowen admitted to having had sexual 

relations with Worthington and that he had beat her, but he blamed her murder on his 

friend, Jeremy Frazier. However, Frazier‟s DNA wasn‟t found anywhere on 

Worthington‟s body and he had an alibi. McCowen‟s attorney, Bob George, believed that 

McCowen‟s race, class, drug use, and low IQ made him an easy target and that McCowen 

and Worthington had been involved in a consensual sexual relationship. George believed 

that the police had bungled the investigation and that the case was based on the inability 

to imagine an actual relationship between the two. McCowen never testified. The jury 

found him guilty of first degree murder and sentenced him to life in prison without the 

possibility of parole. Attorney Bob George claims he has evidence of racial bias on the 

jury and has filed a motion for a new trial. (C: Susan Spencer - P: Josh Yager, Martin 

Zied) (OAD: 03/06/07) 



 

 

48 HOURS MYSTERY (continued) 

 

09/29/07 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “The McGuire Diaries” - Melanie McGuire, on trial for the 

murder of her husband Bill, was provided by 48 HOURS MYSTERY with a video 

camera, so that she could record her intimate thoughts as she stood trial.  Excerpts of her 

video diary are interspersed throughout the broadcast.  In May of 2004, his dismembered 

body was found in three suitcases in Chesapeake Bay.  He had been shot with a .38 

caliber gun.  Melanie claimed that Bill had vanished weeks before, after an argument.  

She had never filed a missing person‟s report and without having heard from Bill, she 

later filed for divorce.  She claimed that he had been abusive and suggested that his 

disappearance and murder were the result of his gambling problem and that his frequent 

trips to Atlantic City had put him in contact with shady characters.  However, a blanket 

wrapped around Bill‟s torso was the same kind of blanket used at the fertility clinic 

where Melanie worked as a nurse, making her a suspect.  After extensive searches, police 

were unable to find a murder weapon or tool used to cut up Bill‟s body, and there was no 

evidence of a crime scene.  Soon afterwards, police learned that Melanie had purchased a 

Taurus .38 special revolver just 48 hours before Bill had disappeared.  Melanie, however, 

claimed that she had purchased that gun for Bill at his own request.  She claimed he 

wanted it for his own protection, but couldn‟t buy it himself because of a felony 

conviction.  Believing her to be guilty, Prosecutor Patti Prezioso intensified her 

investigation and had Melanie put under surveillance.  This soon revealed two of 

Melanie‟s secrets -- she had been carrying on an affair for more than two years with her 

boss, Dr. Brad Miller, and she had been in Atlantic City the night after she claimed Bill 

had left her.  She later stated that she had gone to Atlantic City in search of Bill, had 

found his car and moved it out of spite.  Thirteen months after the suitcases were found, 

Melanie McGuire was arrested for the murder of her husband.  Nine months after her 

arrest, the trial began.  After seven weeks and more than seventy witnesses, Melanie 

McGuire was found guilty and sentenced to life in prison.  She will be eligible for parole 

in 2073, when she would be 100 years old. (C: Maureen Maher - P: Liza Finley, Gail 

Abbott Zimmerman) 

 

 

* * * 
 


