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LIST OF COMMUNITY PROBLEMS AND NEEDS OF AREA SERVED
BY STATION WHDT (SCRIPPS BROADCASTING

Holdings LLC) STUART, FLORIDA
(April 1, 2022 – June 30, 2022)

1. The crushing demand on housing inventory in the post-COVID pandemic wake, which 
is driving up prices and eliminating affordable housing for workers.

2. The continuing strain on the economy with inflation and post pandemic shortages.

3. The changes faced by our educational system amid increasing government regulation.

4. The problem of increasing violent crime in our communities.

5. The challenges of keeping  our environment and waterways healthy and thriving.

6.  The problems that our minority communities continue to face.

 

WHDT airs the 6:00AM, 11:00AM, 6PM, and 11PM newscasts from WPTV on a 
delayed basis Monday through Friday. On Saturdays, WHDT airs the 6:00AM, 7:00AM, 
6:00PM and 11:00PM newscasts from WPTV on a delayed basis, and on Sundays 
WHDT airs the 6:00AM, 7:00AM, To The Point with Michael Williams and 6:00PM 
newscasts from WPTV on a delayed basis.



WHDT SIGNIFICANT PROGRAMS AND BROADCAST EFFORTS IN RESPONSE 
TO THE FOREGOING NEEDS AND PROBLEMS OF THE COMMUNITY

1. A. TITLE: Various D.SOURCE: Local
    B.  TIME/DAY: Within 7am, 12pm, E.FREQUENCY: Weekly
     7pm & 11:30pm or Saturdays and Sundays at 7am, 11am, 12pm, and 7pm 

C. TYPE: Public Affairs

Reports and interviews usually two to three minutes in length, which expand upon 
current problems and issues facing the community.

PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 4/04/22 – A profile of a Boynton Beach couple who were about 
to renew their lease for two more years before they realized their rent was increasing 
$800 more a month. Their base rent was $1745 and was increasing to $ 2,540. So many 
others in our community are facing the same situation and people are wondering if this 
kind of increase is legal. The state law says it is. The law exempts Luxury apartments 
from rent control . What defines “luxury” apartments? According to the law from the 
1970’s  - it’s anything over $250 a month. Developers are not incentivized to build 
developments with rent control because they fear not making their return on 
investment. An economist from Florida Atlantic University says this is a common idea 
that comes up when the housing market is hot and inventory is low, but that is not the 
time for people to be thinking of rent control. That should be when the market has 
cooled, and developers are more inclined to go along. There is one exception – when a 
Housing State of Emergency is declared. That could open the door for temporary rent 
control but even that would come with limits. (1-2 minutes in length –11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 4/03/22 – During a time when people are looking for new 
housing, the city of Stuart is saying “No” to a new development by Meritage Homes. 
The city’s mayor says Stuart, a town with roughly 17,000 residents, already has close to 
3,000 new housing units currently being built. And the commission is waiting to see 
how those units affect the housing demand. The mayor says he must look at more than 
housing with more development – like how it will impact , police, fire, schools, traffic, 
the environment and most importantly the quality of life for current residents. The 
mayor says there are several alternative land parcels available and designated for 
residential development that builders can use.  (1-2 minutes in length – 7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 4/07/22– There is a push for a special session of the state 
legislature to consider doing something to help homeowners in the dramatic increases 
and changes to their homeowners’ property insurance. Many are being forced to replace 
roofs because they are over 10 years old, and many insurance companies are 
demanding. There are several state legislature members who are resisting  a special 



session about housing insurance. The Governor has said it could come up in the special 
session, but the main priority is to craft new congressional redistricting maps  (1-2 
minutes in length – 7:00PM)
 
PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 05/04/22 –Homebuyers aren’t just dealing with limited 
inventory; they are also up against competitive offers and rising interest rates. But 
buyers need to implement some strategies when home buying. Be cold and un-
emotional about properties, staying open to options such as condos, waiving financing, 
possibly waiving inspections. It is a buyers’ market and waiving the financing has a lot 
of success in closing the deal. Also broadening their search outside a specific school 
zone.   (1-2 minutes in length - 7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 5/05/22 – From a housing shortage to rising rents and insurance 
premiums, county leaders say it has been a challenge for years, but now it is a crisis, 
and the focus is finding solutions. Small and large business, non-profit and local leaders 
are meeting to address the housing crisis head on. Palm Beach County Administrator  
says they will need to increase density to address the shortage of affordable and 
workforce housing, the county needs a variety of housing types, homes, apartments 
with mixed income. With urban corridors will come a need for mass transit, home 
insurance rates continue to skyrocket, expert say increases will likely be 20-40% next 
year. One reason for the insurance increases is the cost of homes, the property values 
have increased, and construction costs are up 20% as well. Local businesses are also 
affected as they cannot attract workers to  the area because they cannot find housing. 
These summits will be held monthly to keep exploring strategies and finalize a plan.     
(1-2 minutes in length –11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 5/10/22 – Before the end of the year Palm Beach County plans 
to help nearly 20,000 people pay for their rent and utilities. It’s part of the emergency 
rental assistance program which started during the pandemic. Leader of the county say 
many are still dealing with residual effects especially with rents on the rise. Plus, this 
program can help anyone dealing with a hardship specifically those in unincorporated 
Palm Beach County. Between now and the end of the year, the county has more than 
$20 million dollars to allocate to families in need. Qualifications are on a case-by-case 
basis  but generally to qualify families need a household income at or below 8-% of the 
area’s medium income and have experienced some sort of hardship. The county knows 
the price of housing is creating a struggle for thousands of residents.  (1-2 minutes in 
length – 7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 5/11/22 – The Florida Department of Law Enforcement has 
accused a women of a real estate scam. She is accused of tricking the victims into 
paying nearly $300,000 for housing they never received. She would list properties for 
sale on various real estate websites without the owner’s knowledge and would 
sometimes impersonate the owners. Once a victim committed to buying the property, 
she would then act as the title agent facilitating the closing. She created fake title 
companies, websites, and unique email addresses to make the sale look real. She is 



charged with scheming to defraud, money laundering, aggravated white collar crime 
and communications fraud.  (1-2 minutes in length – 7:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 1 –5/13 /22 – An hour west of downtown West Palm Beach, rural 
real estate comes into focus. The Glades agriculture has always had a huge impact on 
Palm Beach County’s economy. 60,000 people call this are home, but many live at or 
below the poverty line and are in fact homeless. And have been homeless for years. 
One place Lake Village at the Glades is the only county owned transitional housing that 
can offer temporary housing for people. Each resident works with the local housing 
authority to find a rental or a home but there is a big issue. County Commissioner 
Melissa McKinley has seen the worst of blight in her district. Apartments condemned 
where black mold and sewerage dripping into kitchen sinks made a toxic situation 
unlivable. The landlord racked up $350,000 in fines and has yet to pay – meanwhile 15 
families suddenly found themselves homeless. McKinley says a multitude of problems 
make the crisis different in the Glades than from the coast. 40% of the population is 
below the poverty level. Most of the housing is old – built before 1979 – and a base of 
residents are seasonal who work in the fields every year. There are plans to turn an 
abandoned school into affordable workforce housing, but that will take 2 years.   (1-2 
minutes in length - 11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 5/25/22 – For the Delray Beach Housing Authority it is a story 
they hear day after day, and it’s gotten worse. Elderly people who depend on their 
social security benefits to pay their rent. The Delray Housing  Authorities’ waitlist for 
elderly clients looking for placement is over 1,000. There are no one-bedroom units 
available at elderly complexes that provide affordable housing. They are 100% 
occupied. By the time people are reaching out to the Housing Authority it is a last resort 
and they are living in their cars. Many elderly people are trying to find jobs to help 
them afford housing. And there will only be increases in homelessness in the elderly 
population. The Housing Authority is calling on the community and landlords to 
change.     (1-2 minutes in length –7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 5/30/22 – More than 70,000 veterans live in Palm Beach County 
and veterans are no exception to the rising cost of housing. Through the Veteran Build 
Initiative – Habitat for Humanity can offer a new home with a 30-year affordable 
interest-free mortgage. The 3 bedrooms, 2 bath home is set to be built in Lake Worth 
and they just need to identify a family to build it for. Habitat for Humanity is building 
home specifically for veterans and to apply  - candidates must show one-month of bank 
statements, income, and discharge papers.  (1-2 minutes in length – 7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 1 –6/01/22 – As far as the housing market in South Florida is 
concerned- the sunshine still sells houses. And that means prices are still soaring. 
Soaring so much over where they normally would be – it has the concern of one real 
estate analyst who says we are facing a reckoning. If the cost of housing and rents go so 



high that it is unaffordable to live here – where will we find police, fireman and 
teachers?  A typical house in this market is sold in less than 5 days. The only real 
solution to create stability is more inventory but that can take up to 4 years.  (1-2 
minutes in length –11:30PM)  

PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 5/24/22  – Two new bills addressing Florida’s property 
insurance crisis could be headed to the Governor’s desk before Friday. Day one of the 
special session is now in the books. This week lawmakers address policies that include 
roofing reform to cut down unethical replacement claims and curb frivolous litigation – 
the two things the insurance companies say is driving up their costs. Critics question if 
the policies do enough for consumers, but Governor DeSantis says it needs to happen.  
(1-2 minutes in length 7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 6/02/22– The housing shortage continues to squeeze out renters 
and homebuyers and is hindering some companies from moving to Palm Beach County. 
County and city leaders sat down with developers to discuss streamlining the 
construction process and creating more supply. The crunch to create more affordable 
housing was again the subject of a Housing Economic Summit with Palm Beach 
County leaders. The city cannot rely on more rental housing as landlords increase rents 
and eventually price their tenants out of the units. Most developers are looks for the 
county to help subsidize the building to get more units for the workforce. Part of the 
funding could come from a $200 million dollar housing bond. The bond would assist 
developers in funding 10,000 new affordable housing units over the next ten years 
which would only be a minimal investment for the residents in the county. 
Commissioner Mack Bernard calls the bond a smart solution to increasing housing 
capacity with a small annual increase for the taxpayers. It would be between $20 and 
$25 dollars in annual taxes but other bonds ae dropping off so the increase would be 
negligible. The County Commissioners will vote on the housing bond later this month 
and if approved it  will be on the ballot in November.   (1-2 minutes in length – 
7:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 6/09/22 – Buy now – pay later housing programs could be a 
slippery slope for potential buyers. And more of these types of programs are popping 
up around South Florida. Mortgage companies purchase a home for the buyer in cash 
and then tack on financing. Credit repair experts warn that if homeowners miss a 
payment, the interest rates could be debilitating. But the offer has become especially 
attractive to wannabe home buyers especially during inflation. One expert advised that  
it might not be the best time to buy a home right now especially if a buyer cannot afford 
a 30-year-fixed mortgage. Credit repair experts say about 40% of people are missing 
their loan payments.  (1-2 minutes in length – 7:00AM)  



PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 6/11/22 – In Palm City, more than 4,000 homes are coming to 
Martin County which real estate experts say are desperately needed for many who are 
being priced out of living here. Developer Knight Kiplinger, a local resident and 
philanthropist  had a vision for a development called Newfield five years ago. The 
development will be in the eastern part of town and will consist of a wide range of 
inventory  from affordable to high end luxury homes. A mix of apartments, small, 
medium, and large multi-family homes for those looking to rent and own. Newfield 
would be a compact walkable new town that is multigenerational, no gated golf-course 
communities the kind of small town that appeals to millennials and young families. 
Martin and St. Lucie counties are expecting a growth in population of about 17.5% in 
the next 10 years. That is one of the highest in Florida.   (1-2 minutes in length –
11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 6/15/22 – There is an update about the Bell Glade rooming 
house that was cited for numerous violations and residents were living in alarming 
conditions. The tenants were facing eviction after a new property owner acquired it. 
After a closed-door meeting between the new owner and the City of Belle Glade  - 
eviction is off the table. The latest inspection report from Palm Beach County Fire 
Rescue found numerous violations from electrical hazards to lack of emergency 
lighting and other safety concerns. An attorney for the Legal Aid Society of Palm 
Beach County says poverty is a major issue that needs to be addressed.   (1-2 minutes in 
length – 11:30PM) 

PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 6/17/22 – In St. Lucie County, the housing division wants to 
help residents who are at risk of eviction. It’s holding an eviction prevention clinic next 
month. Residents will get a chance to speak with legal experts and learn more about the 
process. Potential attendees are encouraged to bring all important documents, lease 
agreements, proof of payment and court documents. The clinic is July 7th at the Fenn 
Center.   (1-2 minutes in length - 7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 2 –4/01/22  – Even with prices at the pump slowly starting to 
decline, the cost of fuel is still taking a major toll on everyone’s wallets. Now that 
administration will make a record tap into the nation’s strategic petroleum reserve. It 
will release one million barrels per day, 180 million over the next six months. And the 
bottom line is if Americans want to have lower gas prices, they need to have more oil 
supply. As the nation prepares to switch to costlier summer-grade gasoline next month 
experts say tapping the reserves could provide some relief with a major caveat. If the 
war between Russia and Ukraine significantly escalates that could drive prices higher. 
The White House is also calling on Congress to make oil companies sitting on unused 
wells on public lands either use those resources or pay a fine. It is likely to face 
opposition in Washington and from corporations.    (1-2 minutes in length 7:00AM)



PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 4/04/22 – A new Federal Reserve report found a Catch-22 for 
the economy. Either suffer the effects of inflation or risk a long recession and high 
unemployment. The report lists The Cares Act from 2020 and the American Rescue 
plan as the reason we are seeing soaring inflation. The bills totaled nearly six trillion 
dollars and were designated to offset the economic impact of Coronavirus.   (1-2 
minutes in length  - 7:00AM) 

PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 4/06/22 – It’s not just gas and groceries, the price to fly is also 
going up but experts say there is still hope on the horizon for those looking to save. If 
viewers are looking to travel by air this summer prepare to pay up. Domestic airfare has 
increased 40% since January. And prices will continue to climb another 10 % next 
month. The average cost of a domestic round trip is $330 – 7% higher than 2019, for 
international trips the price is a little more than $800. There are ways to save. Experts 
say planning ahead  and knowing when to book is key. Basic economy can still save 
money. Booking six weeks to three months in advance for domestic flights and 3 to 8 
months for international trips is advised. Shopping around and being flexible with 
travel dates will also help. And pay the extra money for travel insurance.  (1-2 minutes 
in length -11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 4/08/22 –  Many people are seeing fuel surcharges lately on 
Uber and Lyft. A ride along with an Uber driver revealed what they are up against. 
Many drivers lost good jobs in the pandemic. And now – as drivers in the gig economy 
-  they are filling up their tanks multiple times a week. Many drive for multiple ride 
sharing apps. But when it cost $75 to fill up each time it is hard to absorb that cost. 
Workers in the gig economy are on their own in many ways. There is no sense of 
community. Drivers fall into two categories – those who drive to make a living and 
those that have a regular job and drive on the side. They make up a huge section of the 
labor force. About 57 million people are working in the gig economy, which is nearly 
36% of all U.S. employees. Many are hoping to see lower gas prices on the horizon.  
(1-2 minutes in length – 7:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 4/14/22 – A local landscaper who owns his own business was 
interviewed about what higher gas prices mean for him. Like many Latino 
entrepreneurs who often rely on gasoline fueled machinery – the fuel costs right now 
are severely  impacting their operation costs and bottom-line profits. There has been a 
30% increase in costs and so as a business owner he has had to cut long distance clients 
off his customer list, adjust his schedule and not travel far for one client. Sometimes he 
cancels. In Palm Beach County gas is at  $4.24 a gallon. A local  economics professor 
says there is a light at the end of the tunnel, but it could take a while. To avoid suffering 
lower profits in the long term they are going to have to raise prices in line with the 



general inflation. The landscaper is holding off raising his prices for now.    (1-2 
minutes in length – 7:00PM) 

PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 4/16/22 –Unemployment in Florida is below the national 
average now for 16 consecutive months . While the gains aren’t as large as the previous 
two months, the Department of Economic Opportunity says it’s not seeing any 
indication of the economy cooling down – despite national concerns that the country 
could be in a recession soon.  (1-2 minutes in length 7:00AM) 

PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 4/22/22 – A profile of a single father of two who is employed 
with a steady, full-time job but cannot make enough money to afford rents. He makes 
$12 an hour and real estate agents tell him that unless he makes $3,500 a month, they 
won’t even talk to him. After interviewing many residents in downtown the consensus 
was on wages. If the rents are not going to decrease than wages need to increase. Those 
working for minimum wage and the disabled, particularly disabled vets cannot afford 
much of anything  - housing and gas. A recent poll found that economy, jobs, and 
unemployment are the most important problems facing Floridians. But many feel 
Tallahassee and the Governor are not paying any attention to their needs.
(1-2 minutes in length – 7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 4/29/22 – From the grocery store to the gas pump, the car lot, 
the home improvement store, to new mortgages and new rents. Americans are caught in 
the vortex of high prices and now signs that the economy is shrinking. The GDP for the 
first look of the first quarter is a nasty minus 1.4! The economy contracted by 1.4% in 
the first three months of the year, after rising by 7% at the end of 2021. This is a big 
surprise since unemployment is at a near 50-year low. And inflation is at a 40-year 
high. Pushed higher by  the supply chain crisis and strong consumer demand. All small 
business owners are finding out that everything costs more especially if it comes from 
overseas. And they struggle to find employees. The causes for the economic contraction 
– the war in Ukraine slowed the global economy, U.S. imported more than it exported, 
the government cut back on pandemic spending, the supply chain worsened in China 
and the Omicron variant spread across the country. The Federal Reserve is still 
expected to raise interest rates another half-point next week to help tame inflation.   
(1-2 minutes in length 7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 5/02/22 – As the economy is shrinking so too are people’s 
wallets. They are being drained by everything from soaring prices for staples like milk 
and eggs to fuel for your car. Single parents that are facing rent hikes are changing the 
way they buy groceries, how many trips they make and where they travel to. Many 
younger millennials with student loans are deciding to give up apartments and move 
back in with their families or into campers or tiny houses on family property. Many 
Americans are cutting out extras like subscriptions to streaming services and 



purchasing less online. Still economists say overall consumer spending is still strong 
everything from flights and family  trips to fast food.  (1-2 minutes in length - 7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 5/03/22 – The U.S. job market is close to hitting a major 
milestone in the COVID-19 economic recovery. According to Fitch Ratings, the labor 
force has nearly regained all  the positions lost during the pandemic. The U.S. economy 
gained 431,000 jobs in March. And the report due on Friday is expected to show nearly 
the same amount were recovered last month. Fitch reports 13 states including Florida 
have already filled the employment opportunities lost since the start of the pandemic.   
(1-2 minutes in length - 7:00AM)

 
PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 5/12/22 – The Margaritaville At Sea is the first of its kind cruise 
ship and will leave for its inaugural sailing and christening ceremony in just a few 
hours. The new brightly painted ship arrived this week. Formerly known as the 
Bahamas Paradise Cruise Line, the ship was taken out of commission for the last month 
for its completely new look. The ship will offer two-night, three-day cruises to the 
Grand Bahama Island and now embodies the Jimmy Buffet brand – Margaritaville.  
The CEO calls it a new chapter for tourism. As a major contributor to the tourism 
economy of Riviera Beach and Palm Beach County  - pre COVID 19 they carried 4 
million passengers/guests every year with one ship. They want to get back to those 
numbers. The ship will sail with more than 1,000 guests onboard for the very first time.  
(1-2 minutes in length – 7:00AM) 

PROBLEM/NEED 2 –5/17/22 –The franchise owner of a local pretzel food truck was 
interviewed on his one day off this week about what kinds of changes he’s had to make 
in this changing economy. His menu is changed due to rising gas prices and food costs.  
Which saddens him because he knows his clients are families with multiple kids. And 
because his business is on wheels  and has a generator all of which take diesel fuel – it 
cost him $200 to fill up both the car tank and generator. Most families are not eating 
out much, not spending a lot when they do. However, economists do see some people 
spending money, because they fear that prices will continue to climb so they should 
stock up on supplies now. The pandemic mixed with high inflation and whispers of a 
possible recession isn’t an ideal recipe for small business owners. Most are trying not to 
let this bad situation overtake them.  (1-2 minutes in length –7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 5/20/22 – Seventy-five students will attend Indiantown Charter 
High School this fall. The Indian River State College President  Dr. Timothy Moore 
says each year thereafter 100 students will be added until there are 400 students across 
all grade levels. Until the 60,000 sq. ft. campus is built out near the Indiantown 
Fairgrounds, students will attend classes at the Indiantown Boys and Girls Club. The 
campus should be completed by the end of next year. Dr. Moore says the school will 
help students meet the standard Florida graduation requirements but will also offer 
career technical education programs to help drive Indiantown’s local economy. Those 



programs include robotics, manufacturing, and machining. A link was provided for 9th 
grade students to apply.  (1-2 minutes in length – 7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 5/27/22 – Russia’s war in Ukraine is worsening a global food 
crisis. In the U.S. high prices are straining food banks and increasing the risk of 
recession. A new report show the U.S. economy contracted even more in the first 
quarter than previously estimated. In some poorer nations – the crisis is causing scarcity 
and hunger. Russia and Ukraine are usually some of the world’s biggest exporters of 
grain. Russian President Vladimir Putin is effectively holding it hostage to try to 
negotiate fewer sanctions. The International Monetary Fund says the world needs to 
prevent the food crisis.     (1-2 minutes in length - 7:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 6/01/22 –The Biden White House says fighting inflation is a top 
priority. And they feel they can do it from a position of economic strength based on the 
historic recovery from the pandemic. The President wrote an op-ed for the Wall Street 
Journal listing numerous proposals aimed at boosting the U.S. economy which included 
improving infrastructure and lowering the cost of childcare and elder care. Some can be 
done with Executive authority, and some will need Congressional support which will be 
harder to come by since Republicans are blaming the pandemic measures for the crisis.  
(1-2 minutes in length - 7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 6/02/22 – From the grocery store to buying a home, Americans 
are paying more. Gas and food prices are taking a bite out of consumers’  budgets. 
Republicans blame Democrats’ policies for a 40-year-high inflation. The Treasury 
Secretary admitting mistakes were made and the CEO of J.P. Morgan Chase  warning 
on future oil prices causing a future economic Hurricane. The President is making the 
economy a top priority. And admitted that the baby formula shortage was not seen 
coming until it was too late. (1-2 minutes in length - 7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 6/9/22 – The latest figures show Citizens Insurance is adding 
over 30,000 policies in the last month. Now over 887,000 are signed up for the state’s 
insurer of last resort . They are being driven there by the ongoing insurance crisis in 
Florida. With insane rate hikes, policy cancellations and companies just calling it quits 
here. Advocates say the attempts to fix all this in Tallahassee last month could not help 
homeowners here in the short term and there is growing worry about Citizens 
continuing to take on more policies from homeowners with nowhere to turn. If Citizens 
were to have a cash crisis – over a flood of claims it would fall on all Florida 
homeowners to bail it out, meanwhile more insurance companies are in trouble – 
experts say as many as a half dozen could be sending out bad news to homeowners this 
summer.    (1-2 minutes in length – 7:00PM) 



PROBLEM/NEED 3 – 4/01/22 – Marin County School District is responding to 
criticism by Governor Ron DeSantis over the Parental Rights in Education Bill. The 
Governor claims the district had a gender transition plan that could be implemented 
without parental consent. The bill forbids instructions on gender identity and sexual 
orientation in classrooms kindergarten through 3rd grade. The Martin County School 
District is sending  a quick response to the Governor. Their LGBTQ Support plan is a 
53-page checklist that school board members say does require parental consent since 
2021 when the Governor signed a different law known as the Parent’s Bill of Rights. 
The Superintendent of Schools reiterated that they are deeply committed to parent 
rights. Their LGBTQ Support plan was created back in 2019 and was made to help 
students feel more comfortable at school.  (1-2 minutes in length – 7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 3 –4/01/22 – National civil rights groups joined together to 
denounce Florida’s new Parental Rights in Education law – what critics call the Don’t 
Say Gay Law. Today members of the Human Rights Campaign, National Education 
Association and National Center for Transgender Equality called to repeal the law. It 
prevents instruction of sexual orientation and gender identity in classrooms before the 
4th grade or in a manner that is not age appropriate. Supporters say it will protect young 
children from mature curriculum. The Coalition of opponents disagree warning speech 
will be hindered, and students will suffer.  (1-2 minutes in length 11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 3 –4/4/22 – The Governor has officially signed into law the new 
Students Assessments Bill. It eliminated the one-a-year FSA standardized exam and 
replaces it with three “Progress Monitoring” exams. Results for the current FSA don’t 
come in until after the school year. The new system is said to show parents and teachers 
where students need support throughout the year. All progress monitoring exams will 
be done on a computer. And the Florida Education Association says this eliminates the 
opportunity for teachers to offer a pen and paper test and adds more work for the 
teachers.    (1-2 minutes in length 7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 3 & 6 – 4/18/22 – The Florida Department of Education is making 
waves after rejecting 41% of submitted math textbooks because of touchy and 
“prohibited” subjects. The state says more than 50 textbooks include references to 
critical race theory among other things like common core and are therefore prohibited 
under the new standards. CRT teachings were banned from Florida’s classrooms last 
year. The Governor said it is sad that the education establishment has gotten 
increasingly politicized and trying to force ideology. Critics say it is distraction politics 
and they can’t get the Department of Education to provide any citations of CRT. Many 
of the “guest reviewers” of the textbooks are not in the education field and were not 
paid nor do they have any special qualifications.   (1-2 minutes in length –7:00AM)



PROBLEM/NEED 3 – 4/19/22 – Florida School Districts aren’t holding back their  
frustration. This time it is the unexpected, a directive to give back millions of CARES 
Act dollars to the state. In a memo sent to School Districts, Florida’s Department of 
Education tells its 67 school districts that once the Governor signs the state’s new 
budget, districts will have to immediately revert any unspent money from its second 
round of CARES Act dollars also known as the Elementary and Secondary School 
Emergency Relief Funds or ESSER – part of the billions in Pandemic Relief funds to 
help schools and students rebound from the pandemic. According to the memo, which 
is confusing and not very clear, once districts return the money, then they can reapply 
for it. Most of the unspent money is already earmarked. The impact could leave Florida 
school districts returning the reapplying for, in total, more than $1.4 billion dollars in 
unspent ESSER 2 Funds. By federal law, the districts have until September of 2023 to 
spend. Returning the funds could impacts jobs and programs that are already planned 
for.   (1-2 minutes in length –7:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 3 – 5/10/22 – The St. Lucie County School District is considering 
asking the County for a continuation of the current millage tax, and Teachers Union 
President David Freeland says that the millage tax brings in roughly $25 million dollars 
on average each year to the School District. 70% of that money goes toward teacher 
recruiting and retention. The remaining 30% is used for school operations such as 
enhancing school security and improving mental health services. Is passed by the 
school board – it will be on the ballot in November. Freeland says it is necessary to 
ensure a quality education and for the district to remain competitive when recruiting 
educators. (1-2 minutes in length – 7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 3 – 5/10/22 – A Central Florida school is putting a pause on 
yearbook distribution claiming it includes elements that violates the Parental Rights in 
Education law. The photos in the yearbook were taken during a recent protest of the 
law and show students holding rainbow flags and a “love is love” sign. The principal 
claims the pictures and descriptions were not caught earlier in the review process. One 
of the yearbook’s chief editors says she thought the pictures fell under the school’s 
motto but was shocked to learn otherwise. In a later report – students prevailed, and the 
yearbooks were distributed without any editing or changes.  (1-2 minutes in length – 
11:30PM)



PROBLEM/NEED 3 – 5/13/22 – Last Thursday Florida nurses called on state and 
federal leaders to give them a break. And now today Florida Governor Ron DeSantis 
offered what lawmakers passed earlier this year, saying he’ll approve $125 million in 
nursing education dollars for the next budget. The funding is divided into two programs 
– one is Pipeline – drawing from $100 million to reward higher education programs for 
the number of nurses they produce or for high-achieving students. And the other 
program in Line – a $25 million-dollar competitive grant to recruit nursing educators. 
The effort comes as many nurses left the profession during the pandemic. (1-2 minutes 
in length -7:00PM)  

PROBLEM/NEED 3 – 5/17/22 – Microsoft is working with South Florida School 
Districts to recruit kids into the industry. It’s bringing computer science professionals 
into classrooms to inspire students. Microsoft calls it the TEALS program – 
Technology, Education, And Literacy in Schools. Students learn from real people in 
real time, and they see the connection to their classroom assignments, and prepare for a 
future in computer science.  (1-2 minutes in length – 7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 3 & 6 – 5/19/22 – School leaders at Hidden Oaks Middle School 
describe the actions of 6 students that spelled out a racial slur on a social media post as 
saddening and appalling. The School District has finished its investigation but the 
punishment for the students is unknown. The social media post is authentic. The district 
confirmed that no school personnel were involved or knowledgeable about the 
planning, photographing, or posting of the picture on social media. At a recent school 
board meeting  parents and community members spoke out about the posting and the 
hurt it caused and wonder what is truly happening at  the school where the students 
were emboldened to do such a thing.  (1-2 minutes in length – 11:30PM) 

PROBLEM/NEED 3 –5/28/22 – New data from the National Student Clearinghouse 
Research Center shows 600,000 fewer students enrolled in undergraduate programs in 
the spring of 2022 than the previous spring. The latest numbers mark the fifth semester 
in a row of declining enrollment. The report comes as a growing number of high 
schoolers consider alternatives to high education.   (1-2 minutes in length - 11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 3 – 6/06/22 – Governor DeSantis had said Palm Beach County and 
Indian River County school districts along with nine others in the state would not 
receive some of the state funding because they had disobeyed the Governor’s mandate 
last fall of no mask requirements in schools. The Governor has now retracted that 
funding decision in a new letter to the Education Commissioner. He says the school 
districts’ actions have no bearing on a school’s eligibility. Initially the Governor said 
those 11 districts would lose state dollars. But in a letter to the Education 
Commissioner, Governor DeSantis asked the Department of Education to ignore the 
decision.  (1-2 minutes in length - 7:00AM)  



PROBLEM/NEED 3 – 6/07/22 – It’s been two weeks since the mass shooting at an 
elementary school in Uvalde, Texas. Today Florida Governor Ron DeSantis signed off 
on a new law aimed at protecting schools here in our state. House Bill 14-21 builds on 
the recommendations made by the Marjory Stoneman Douglas Public Safety 
Commission. The new law includes improved training for sworn and non-sworn school 
officers. It also requires schools to have emergency reunification plans for parents. The 
law gives the State Education Commissioner power to enforce current school safety 
standards. And it extends the Public Safety Commission until 2026. Parents of Parkland 
victims say they have now secured five consecutive years of school safety reform.  (1-2 
minutes in length – 11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 3 – 6/01/22 – The School District of Palm Beach County is calling 
it a grand hiring event, but anyone interested in finding out about the jobs available will 
need to register ahead of time through a link on the district’s website. The district says 
it has a lot of jobs to fill and hopes this hiring event will put a dent in them. In addition 
to needing teachers, the district also needs bus drivers, food service workers and 
substitute teachers. On the website, once someone has registered, they can see all the 
schools and departments that are hiring and open interview times. (1-2 minutes in 
length –11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 3 – 6/16/22 – It’ll soon be easier for parents to speak up about their 
child’s education. Palm Beach County Schools now have a new policy meant to comply 
with Florida’s controversial Parental Rights in Education Law. Ina 5 to 2 vote the 
School Board ultimately gave the new policy the green light and it will now be in place 
once school starts in the fall. It bans teachers from discussing sexual orientation and 
gender identity from kindergarten through third grader. It also lays out how parents can 
engage in their child’s education and the steps they should take if they would like to file 
a complaint about what is being taught inside their child’s classroom. In a separate vote 
the school board also approved a 5% pay increase for school police officers in a move 
they hope will attract and recruit more officers.  (1-2 minutes in length – 7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 4 –4/2/22 – Police in Florida say the ex-boyfriend of missing mom 
Cassie Carli has been arrested in Tennessee. Marcus Spanevelo is currently in custody, 
the Santa Rosa County Florida Sheriff’s office announced. Carli was last seen on 
Sunday evening while meeting Spanevelo, her daughter’s father in the parking lot of a 
beachside restaurant not far from her home. The local Crimestoppers is offering a 
reward for any information leading investigators to Carli.    (1-2 minutes in length – 
11:30PM)



PROBLEM/NEED 4 – 4/05/22 – There were more than 500 reported cases of rape by 
force in Palm Beach County in 2020. Today as part of Sexual Assault Awareness 
Month, Palm Beach County is bringing hundreds together today to show support for 
victims. Organizers of the event say sexual assault is an under reported crime. Most 
people know someone who has been affected by this crime, and it is so important that 
victims know they are supported, and they have a place to go here in Palm Beach 
County to report the crime and get help. (1-2 minutes in length - 7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED  4 –4/06/22– Palm Beach Police Department has started working 
closely with their local crime watch in the last couple of years and they say it has made 
a world of difference. A local police captain says getting the community involved in the 
role of crime prevention is the best way to prevent crime. But they say they need more. 
The downtown bridge is lit up with the colors blue and gold – the colors are indicative 
of the Crimewatch colors. Crimewatch is important to the police department as their 
input dictates where they allocate money and resources and what services they provide. 
Most of the crime happening in Palm Beach is theft and property crime. The most 
recent information available through the FBI there were 97 property crimes, 69 larceny 
or theft, 15 burglaries, 13 vehicle thefts. Crime is often preventable with the help of the 
community.   (1-2 minutes in length –7:00AM) 

PROBLEM/NEED 4 – 4/05/22 –A carjacking happened Monday night outside Crunch 
Fitness on Federal Highway. Police say the robbers pulled up behind the victims as they 
were going into the gym then demanded the keys at gunpoint. One of the victims tried 
to stop them, police say one of the carjackers hit her in the back of the head with a 
weapon. The victim’s Dodge Charger was found abandoned in the North Palm Beach 
area. The carjackers have not been caught. Viewers were asked to call the Stuart Police 
Department with any information they may have.  (1-2 minutes in length –7:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 4 – 4/11/22 – Manuel Oliver was interviewed after spending the day 
at the White House – the Parkland dad and activist tweeted earlier about the shoes his 
son would have worn to the prom in 2018. Instead, Manuel wore them in the Rose 
Garden as President Biden outlined new restrictions on ghost guns – requiring them to 
now have traceable serial numbers. Biden pointed out that within the last year ghost 
gun numbers have skyrocketed with 20,000 reported to the ATF by local law 
enforcement. In Florida the guns are legal and according to one gun shop manager – 
they are more of a novelty. Most second amendment supporters now also worry that 
Biden’s actions may lead to more regulations– something that Manuel Oliver says he’ll 
keep pushing for.   (1-2 minutes in length – 7:00PM)

 



PROBLEM/NEED 4 – 4/13/22 – Inside the De George Boys and Girls Club on 
Pinewood Ave. West Palm Beach Police Chief Frank Adderley is holding one of his 
monthly  “Meet The Chief” meetings. The crowd is small, but their concerns are plenty. 
Every time they pull up to their neighborhood the crime scatters  - the drug dealers, the 
prostitutes, the illegal drinking all scatter, people are speeding constantly. People living 
in the North end are frustrated. There is a need for more policemen. And while many 
voiced their concerns over neighborhood crime – not one person asked about the rash 
of homicides that have plagued this part of the city in recent days. The Chief is 
frustrated because after a crime is committed 10 anonymous individuals come forward 
with information, but they don’t want to give their name or a statement and that is not 
enough to take the case to court.    (1-2 minutes in length – 11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 4 –4/26/22 – It’s Crime Victims’ Rights week and a local police 
department wants to give victims a voice. The Riviera Beach Police Department held a 
public forum where speakers will highlight services available for victims. The panel 
will consist of first responders, law enforcement, victims’ advocates, and judicial 
system representatives. The goal was to show support for victims – something officials 
from around the state agree is what’s most important. The forum was at the Marina 
Event Center and was well attended. (1-2 minutes in length -7:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 4 – 5/02/22 – Stuart police will soon have new technology to help 
keep people safe from shootings. TC Palm news website reports the city commission 
approved nearly $65,000 dollars to fight gun violence. The money will pay for drones, 
and more security cameras in high crime areas like parks and intersections. Police say 
there were 15 shootings in the city last year. That’s triple the number from 2020 and 
2019. The police chief believes COVID-19 impacted mental health issues and domestic 
violence which led to more shootings.  (1-2 minutes in length – 7:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 4 –5/03/22 –Simply put when Martin County Sheriff William 
Snyder says when his deputies have video evidence of a crime – it is a slam dunk. 
Snyder says the needs for body worn cameras is also partly due to a public expectation 
of law enforcement. Currently Martin County is the only Treasure Coast County 
without body worn cameras for deputies. Sheriff Snyder says the Sheriff’s office has 
been testing cameras since January, and that based on a dozen case studies from other 
law enforcement agencies, body worn cameras decrease use of force and increase 
officer safety. The hope is to have the body worn cameras fully implemented within 6 
months. They will need to hire 4 additional employees to help handle the video.(1-2 
minutes in length – 7:00AM)



PROBLEM/NEED 4 – 5/11/22 –An unsettling situation gripping Independence Middle 
School in Jupiter, as a math teacher at the school is arrested and charged with sex 
crimes with a minor two years ago. The arrest report says that three assistant principals 
were aware of some of Daniel Norment’s inappropriate behavior over the past couple of 
years. He was even reprimanded for multiple ethical violations after Norment would 
take students into the classroom closet and counsel them. The report says he also 
coached the girls’ basketball team and would allow the team to change into their 
uniforms inside his classroom while he waited outside. Th school removed him as the 
coach, they also asked him to teach 6th grade instead of 8th . Parents were surprised to 
hear this all was going on. Students thought he was a good math teacher.  (1-2 minutes 
in length – 7:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 4 – 5/13/22 – Nancy Jetta’s day turned upside down in a heartbeat. 
The whole thing was caught on camera. Thieves in a white BMW follow her home 
from the grocery store, as she pulls into her garage and goes into her house leaving the 
garage door open and her key fob in the car, she went in to put her purse and groceries 
inside and when she came out her white Porsche was gone. Police admit that leaving 
the garage door open and the keys in the cars gave the thieves the opportunity. This 
type of crime has happened several times in the neighborhood and Nancy was lucky her 
car was found undamaged in Miami and returned. It is a reminder to once again be 
aware of your surroundings.  (1-2 minutes in length – 7:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 4 – 5/16/22 – In Buffalo, New York, ten people were shot and 
killed over the weekend in what authorities are calling a racially motivated hate crime. 
Payton Gendron pleaded “Not Guilty” to the first-degree murder changes. Authorities 
say Gendron was heavily armed, wearing tactical gear and a helmet, and had a camera 
that was livestreaming his actions. Thirteen people were shot in total. Investigators are 
reviewing a purported manifesto posted online in connection with the shooting. A jury 
returned a 25-count indictment against Payton Gendron on June 2nd.  He is facing 10 
counts of first-degree murder, and 10 counts of second-degree murder as a hate crime! 
(1-2 minutes in length - 7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 4 – 5/17/22  -  The Martin County Sheriff’s office has a message for 
criminals wanting to travel there to commit burglaries. A new bill, just signed by the 
Governor , will now enhance the degree of the crime for burglaries purposely 
committed in counties other than which the criminal lives - it’s House Bill 6037. For 
years Sheriff Snyder says Martin County has been plagued by travelling criminals from 
the South. When his agency has been able to catch them, he says the state attorney’s 
office has had a difficult time prosecuting them and keeping them from returning  The 
bill now enhances the degree of burglary and will lead to more jail time. (1-2 minutes in 
length -7:00AM)



PROBLEM/NEED 4 – 5/25/22 – After the devasting mass shooting of elementary 
school children in Uvalde, Texas the country is reeling and once again heartbroken for 
families. Now after the recent mass shooting in Buffalo less than 10 days ago, America 
is questioning the police response, the gun laws and the state of mental health help in 
the country. The country is palpably angry with the lack of governmental response to 
stricter gun laws. The U.S. has topped 300 school shootings since 2009 which is 57 
times as many as all the other major industrialized nations combined.  Parents of Sandy 
Hook and Parkland  were once again thrown into the spotlight and asked to comment 
on the gut-wrenching sadness and anger all over again. (1-2 minutes in length - 
7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 5 – 4/02/22– As the state legislature sends bills to the Governor’s 
desk waiting to be signed into law- four environmental groups have sent a letter to the 
Governor asking him to veto a controversial bill headed his way  - state bill 2508. 
Supporters said it ensures legal use of water from Lake Okeechobee do not have their 
supplies diminished – and they said it adds more check s and balances. The city of West 
Palm Beach also supported the bill saying it secures its back-up drinking water supply 
from Lake Okeechobee. Critics fear it would hurt water quality and lead to more Lake 
Okeechobee releases by holding back more water and dumping it through discharges 
during the rainy season. Among other concerns – they say it gives more power to 
entities planning to destroy wetlands. Amendments to the bill removed some of the 
controversial language but critics still want it scrapped. The bill was filed to protect the 
status quo but  the status quo for the environment has not been good. The Governor 
expressed opposition to the bill largely because of how it filed. But has made no 
commitments other than to review it.   (1-2 minutes in length –11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 5 –4/11/22 – When people are grabbling fast food the last thing they 
think about, is the wrapper. Most people believe paper is better for the environment 
than Styrofoam, but Consumer Reports has just sounded the alarm about some fast-food 
wrapping. In a report called Dangerous PFAS chemical are in your food packaging. The 
non-profit group says PFAS known as forever chemicals are in the grease and water-
resistant wrappers and fiber bowls used by many fast-food restaurants. The chemicals 
have been linked to immune system suppression and even cancer. Of the 118 products 
tested by Consumer Reports 37 of them had levels above 25  parts per million. When 
the levels go higher than 20 parts per million that is when they raise concern. What can 
consumers do to protect their families? When you get takeout burgers, fries, chicken or 
even cookies and you are not exactly sure what the packaging is – take them out of the 
wrapper and put them on a plate at home as quickly as possible. Never microwave fast 
food in its wrapper. McDonald’s, Burger King and Chick-fil-A all went to social media 
promising to phase out PFAS in the next few years. Arby’s said they would phase out 
the wrappers by the end of 2022. The chemicals don’t break down in the environment 
and they stay in the body a long, long  tie. Don’t assume the wrapper is just paper.  (1-2 
minutes in length 11:30PM)



PROBLEM/NEED 5 – 4/15/22 –A profile of the largest cattle ranching operation on the 
Treasure Coast. Adams Ranch covers 40,000 acres of Florida pasture between St. Lucie 
County, Okeechobee, Madison, and Osceola counties. The big focus of course – raising 
the best beef. But Adams Ranch has also received awards and set the standard for 
considering the environment in everything they do. It’s much like a vision of old 
Florida. It is currently run by fourth generation Adams family members. The great 
grandfather bought the land in the 1930’s for recreational purposes. But the next 
generation wanted to be cowboys and turned the ranch into a growing cattle operation – 
even creating their own cattle breed. The breed is larger and better suited for Florida’s 
climate. They worked hard to develop the Braford breed in the 1960’s – the breed 
tolerates the heat and the bugs of Florida. They are also forward thinking in making the 
quality and diversity of their many acres a priority – setting an example for other 
ranchers with innovations in wetlands management – attracting all kids of animals to 
live here and helping to balance the eco system in a natural way. The Adams have also 
put 8,000 of their acres into a conservative easement – meaning  the land can never be 
developed.  (1-2 minutes in length – 7:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 5 – 4/16/22 – As the summer starts – a manatee feeding trial is 
ending and wildlife experts tell us the trial program has been a success. The Fish and 
Wildlife Foundation of Florida worked with FWC officials to purchase lettuce for 
manatees. The organization raised more than $160,000 dollars which they used to 
purchase more than 200,000 pounds of lettuce. They also raised nearly $900,000 to 
start replanting eel grass at seven sites in the Indian River Lagoon. They’ll start 
planting the new eel grass within the next few weeks.  (1-2 minutes in length – 
7:00PM) 

PROBLEM/NEED 5 – 4/16/22 – A toxic blue algae has turned up in the Port Mayaca 
lock and dam on Lake Okeechobee. Officials are asking people to stay away from the 
water. It is the second alert issued since January of this year on the Treasure Coast. 
Congressman Brian Mast introduced new legislation to tackle the toxic algae blooms 
like the ones being seen on the Treasure Coast more and more frequently. The 
legislation is called NERP and stands for Northern Estuaries Restoration Plan Act. Mast 
says his proposal would help create a road map for the Army Corps of Engineers to 
stop dangerous discharges all together from flowing into local estuaries like the Indian 
River Lagoon and Lake Okeechobee. If passed by Congress NERP would also require 
new infrastructure for restoring natural  water flows.  (1-2 minutes in length – 
11:30PM)



PROBLEM/NEED 5 – 4/16/22 – Citrus farming is big business in Indian River County, 
but this year is on track for Florida’s lowest yield since World War II. And it’s causing 
local farmers and fans of orange juice to feel the squeeze. The grapefruit can hold and 
store for longer than oranges . The oranges grown this season were excellent quality but 
there wasn’t enough fruit overall. The recent spike in pricing for orange juice reflects 
supply and demand. There have been environmental challenges – citrus greening, urban 
encroachment and hurricanes have all contributed to a decline in the citrus volume. The 
latest USDA forecast predicts 42.6 million boxes of citrus this year, down from 52,8 
million last year. Just 20 years ago, Florida produced around 287 million boxes of 
citrus. Declining yields but rising costs for the grower, and they realize that there will 
be a ceiling on what the price point will be for the consumer. Despite the challenges the 
citrus industry will survive and they optimistic about the future.   (1-2 minutes in length 
– 11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 5 – 4/19/22 – It is no secret that Florida has some of the best 
beaches in the country and now one county is investing in a new robot to keep  them 
that way. Pinellas County leaders are using the robots on the beaches for the whole 
month of July. It’s called the “Be-Bot” and it’s the size of a golf cart It’s solar powered 
and is an eco-friendly beach cleaning robot that mechanically sifts sand to remove 
plastic waster and other debris without harming the local environment.(1-2 minute in 
length 7:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 5 –4/19/22 – Out along the Intracoastal in lake Worth Beach – some 
people never stop thinking about climate change. Drew Martin of the Sierra Club’s 
Loxahatchee Group is watching the environment from Palm Beach to the Treasure 
Coast, and he worries about sea-level rise and the storms and the increased risk from 
storms. He is also glad that President Biden is restoring some rules that require the 
Federal government to look at how major infrastructure projects will affect climate 
change before green lighting them. The move reverses an order from former President 
Trump that had been designed to cut all the so-called red tape for big projects. The 
White House says saving the reforms will give communities more information about 
projects and their impacts.    (1-2 minutes in length - 11:30PM)



PROBLEM/NEED 5 – 4/29/22 – Dave Gilbert feels he is doing the right thing  - 
driving  a hybrid Camry to save gas and the environment, so he feels it’s a slap in the 
face that his state is about to slap him with a $70 annual surcharge for driving a hybrid 
car. At least he is not driving a Tesla. Electric car owners are facing a $150-dollar 
annual fee. 30 states are now hitting hybrid and electric cars with annual fees. Another 
dozen states are considering adding those fees to make up the money they say they are 
losing from gasoline taxes. Some states are adding more than an extra fee at renewal 
time, they are also adding a small tax to the electricity fee at public charging stations. 
All the fees are to help maintain the states roadways. But Consumer Reports says these 
fees are more than the average driver of a gas car pays in gasoline taxes, and there are 
worries that this will discourage people from buying fuel saving cars. Many hybrid and 
electric cars owner now feel they are being punished for doing good for the 
environment.       (1-2 minutes in length 7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 5 –5/07/22 In Vero Beach there is concern over a plan to expand the 
Marina Dry-Storage  building and renovate the docks. TC Palm website reports that 
some residents who live in the area raised concerns about the environment and traffic 
during a four-hour workshop. The $7 million dollar proposal would expand the building 
from a 64-boat capacity to 160 boats. And will now accommodate up to 35-foot boats 
instead of the current 20-foot maximum. Officials say the storage is at full capacity. 
The City Councill hasn’t decided but pledges to consider feedback from the meeting.  
(1-2 minutes in length –11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 5 – 5/10/22 – State Wildlife officials are hoping to get ride of a big 
problem surrounding Lake Okeechobee. Florida Fish and Wildlife is applying herbicide 
to torpedo grass in the area. The non-native plant is harming the environment. Torpedo 
grass stiles the growth of native plants, which animals use for habitats. The treatment 
lasts about two weeks.   (1-2 minutes in length - 7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 5– 5/10/22 – Asphalt, concrete and steel absorb and re-emit much 
more heat than plants. It why cities can get so hot compared to rural areas. When it 
comes to air temperature – a crowded downtown area with lots of high rises, parking 
lots and pavement can be significantly higher than that of a lush green park. Basically, 
what’s called a heat island. Researchers are studying landscape architecture and green 
roof tops and the impact they have on potentially reducing the urban heat island effect 
and capturing storm runoff. Green spaces in cities capture rainwater from going into 
sewers and help reduce flooding and the rainwater evaporates and cools the air. The 
water cools the surface and then the plants , also through evapotranspiration will cool 
the air adjacent to it as well. Researchers are planting a “cool corridor” in the city of 
Phoenix hoping 259 trees will eventually provide shade relief from hot weather. (1-2 
minutes in length - 7:00PM)



PROBLEM/NEED 5 – 5/28/22 – It is tough to be a farmer right now. Many states 
across the country are in a severe drought and farming just isn’t making as much money 
as it used to but there’s a new kind of farming  - using technology to save water and 
make farmers more money. They plants look like weeds growing under solar panels in 
a field. They are crops. It is called Agrivoltaics, and plants and solar panels are an 
unexpected power couple, and it allows farmers to get double use out of the same area 
of land. Crops like greens – arugula, kale thrive in this environment. They are planted 
in rows underneath the solar panels, and they get different amounts of sun and shade 
depending on how the panels tilt during the days. And not only do the panels help the 
crops grow but it saves thousand of gallons of water. A good solution for states that are 
in a drought now. And on top of environmental impacts – it is helping farmers keep 
their families’ lands. The panels can generate enough power for 300 homes, and they 
collect more energy because the plants help keep the panels cool too!  (1-2 minutes in 
length – 7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 5 – 5/31/22– The report released on “World No Tobacco Day” says 
the production, processing and transporting of tobacco products equals about one fifth 
the carbon dioxide produced by the commercial airline industry each year. Cigarette 
butts with filters are the most littered item worldwide. The World Health Organization 
officials say 4.5 trillion of them are tossed into the environment each year.
(1-2 minutes in length – 7:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 5 –6/06/22 – Car tires might be worse for the environment than 
their exhaust. An independent emissions testing company found tire wear creates 2,000 
times  more particle pollution than exhaust.  As tires wear, they send toxic and 
carcinogenic compounds into the environment. While emissions regulations have 
increased, there’s currently no environmental regulations on tire wear and few 
regulations on what materials go into making tires.  (1-2 minutes in length –11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 5 – 6/09/22 – Sun and shade can affect how one feels but 
temperature for some species could determine what gender they become. It is 
happening to more creatures than you think and it’s leading to real problems. David 
Anderson from the Sea Turtle Conservation at Florida Atlantic University points out 
that temperatures are getting warmer and the warmer the temperatures and the sand, the 
more likely the eggs that female turtles lay will be female. As David checks the nests of 
Sea Turtles, he talks about how some years the nests are filled with 100% female 
hatchlings. 100% females and no males. In some species there is no X or Y 
chromosomes there is just the environment directing the embryo to be male or female, 
and the part of the environment that matters is temperature. It’s not just Sea Turtles, 
most species of turtles, lizard and other reptiles are also facing the same problem. So, 
scientists are looking at watering the nests and shading them to help increase male 
hatchlings.  (1-2 minutes in length – 11:30PM)



PROBLEM/NEED 5 – 4/20/22 – Preserving our beaches is important – not just for the 
tourism and getaways but they are a refuge for wildlife. Jordan Byrum has dedicated his 
life to keeping beaches thriving. His biggest project is building new reefs using items 
that would otherwise be thrown away. He has created sixty-nine reefs off the coast. 
Using concrete pipe, which doesn’t contain oil or grease or anything that is going to
pollute the environment, is usually very inexpensive and a great deal for reef material. 
Sometimes it’s free, millions of tons of concrete pipe are thrown away every year by 
transportation departments across the country. Jordan’s team is keeping it out of the 
landfill and putting it into the ocean. The new concrete reefs bring fishing opportunities 
to areas that need it, and protect the shoreline when storms come in. They reduce some 
of the wave action that reduces erosion or prevents erosion.  In recent decades more 
than half of living coral reefs around the world have shrunk or have been damaged, that 
why these replacement projects are so important in the last few years. (1-2 minutes in 
length – 7:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 6 –4/06/22 – Pandemic relief money meant for socially-
disadvantaged farmers is being delayed. The money was meant to address historic 
discrimination against Native American, Black, Hispanic, and Asian farmers by the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture. Four billion dollars in debt relief from the 2021 
COVID-19 economic stimulus package is supposed to go to about 17,000 minority 
farmers who  took on loans to stay afloat. This is after decades of racism, reflected in 
higher loan program rejection rates for Black farmers. The USDA has admitted that. 
Now the farmers are waiting for the government to come through and we just don’t see 
that happening soon. The Black farmers are losing their land at an astronomical rate, 
now the average land loss is thirty thousand acres per year. There were more than 
925,000 Black farm operators in 1920  by the end o the century the number was around 
18,000. Now 3,100 Black farmers were promised help by the USDA, and they are 
facing foreclosure. The most prominent group challenging the debt relief is America 
First Legal, and they would not be interviewed.   (1-2 minutes in length - 7:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 6 – 4/08/22 – Celebrating history today in the White House Rose 
Garden with the confirmation of Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson to the U.S. Supreme 
Court. She spoke to the crowd saying that it took 232 years and 115 prior appointments 
for a Black woman to be selected to serve on the Supreme Court of  the United States, 
but now Black women have made it.  Judge Jackson will be sworn in after Justice Bryer 
retires this summer.  Jackson clerked for Justice Bryer, she graduated from Harvard 
Law School and once served as a public defender. And today she gave a shout out to 
her high school – Miami Palmetto Senior high School, where proud students watched 
and cheered. Today Judge Jackson stepped into the role of role model not just for her 
own daughters but for thousands of little girls. She reiterated that it took her family just 
one generation to go from segregation to the Supreme Court. A soon-to-be Supreme 
Court Justice vowing to uphold this country’s rule of law as she advances its history.  
(1-2 minutes in length - 7:00PM)
 



PROBLEM/NEED 6 – 4/13/22 – National Borinqueneers Day recognizes Puerto Rican 
soldiers. Congress created the national holiday under the National Defense 
Authorization act of 2021. The regiment distinguished itself for bravery during the 
Korean War and other conflicts. The regiment also overcame language barriers and 
discrimination against Hispanic soldiers during that time. They earned the 
Congressional Gold Medal on April 13th, 2016.  (1-2 minutes in length –7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 6 –4/13/22 – At the beginning of the pandemic COVID cases and 
hospitalizations were higher among Black Americans than white Americans. Public 
health leaders worry with those higher infection rates more Blacks are now dealing with 
long COVID. And they are facing disparities from being diagnosed to getting access to 
treatment. Black Americans are over-represented in poverty. They are more likely to 
hold essential worker jobs and work for hourly wages. Those are all social and 
structural barriers to accessing care. And they are more likely to not have insurance or 
be under insured, which will be factors that contribute to disparities in diagnosing long 
COVID. Health officials worry not enough Black Americans are being included in the 
trial to find out more.  (1-2 minutes in length – 7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 6 – 4/24/22 – Florida schools will be allowed to teach history 
lessons on slavery, racial segregation, and discrimination. A new law will require those 
lessons be taught in what the state calls an age-appropriate manner. But under the law 
which takes effect July 1st, teachers will not be allowed to indoctrinate or persuade 
students to have a particular point of view.  (1-2 minutes in length – 7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 6 – 4/26/22 –  Lawyers in a class-action lawsuit against Wells Fargo 
say the company’s discriminatory mortgage practices are quote “killing Black 
opportunity." Civil rights attorney Ben Crump and lawsuit plaintiffs are calling on Well 
Fargo shareholders to approve an independent racial equity audit. A Black IT 
professional with a sterling credit score  and down payment money ready to go never 
received an explanation for why his home loan application with Wells Fargo, where he 
has banked for 2 decades was never approved. He is one of the named plaintiffs in the 
class action lawsuit. The suits alleges that Wells Fargo denies mortgages for Black 
borrowers more often, charges higher interest rates for Black borrowers, and charges 
them higher costs and fees and offers fewer re-financing.  Wells Fargo characterizes the 
lawsuit as unfounded attacks. (1-2 minutes in length -11:30PM)



PROBLEM/NEED 6 – 4/26/22 – Antisemitic incidents are at an all-time high in this 
country according to the Anti-Defamation League. Right here in Florida the numbers 
are staggering. In Florida we had a 50% increase in antisemitic incidents in 2021 – 
which was at an all-time high at 198 incidents. And 2020 didn’t fair much better, In 
2020 the year before a record was set and that reflected a 40% increase over 2019. In 
January fliers with antisemitic language were distributed across 5 stated including 
South Florida. And earlier this month in Boca Raton, Jewish residents woke up to fliers 
outside their homes that had the face of Adolf Hitler on them. The ADL saw a rise in 
antisemitism emanating from anti-Israel demonstrations and anti-Israel attitudes, 
especially during the May conflict last year between Israel and Hamas. (1-2 minutes in 
length –11:30PM) 

PROBLEM/NEED 6 – 4/27/22 – There is a disparity in use of the outdoors. Black 
people are on average three times less likely to spend time in nature doing things like 
hiking, biking, and camping. That’s what National Forestry data shows. Nelson Holland 
is Black, and hiking is his passion and there’s a reason he does it multiple times a year. 
Not just for the tranquility, peace, and serenity but to do something that a lot of people 
who he says look like him don’t do. He wants to encourage others  to make the great 
outdoors more inclusive to Black and brown communities. A professor of Sociology at 
the University of Vermont explains that systemic racism is the reason most Blacks have 
historically not explored the outdoors. Most outdoor activities especially skiing and 
even hiking can become costly with the equipment. Not to mention that one must drive 
through predominantly white and rural areas to reach them. Between a history of 
bondage on farms and many lynchings that took place in wooded areas, Black families 
have avoided the outdoors.  (1-2 minutes in length – 7:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 6 – 5/06/22 – The station did an investigation into who the 
reviewers were for the math textbooks that were rejected as having contained Critical 
Race Theory. The names were provided but little or no background – after some 
digging – through public records, social media accounts and the web, we found the 
majority were Florida educators  with certifications, degree, or other expertise in math. 
Some were not. There were reading teachers, social science educators and history buffs. 
Why some civics teachers and a history buff who doesn’t live in the state were chosen – 
he had spoken at a White House conference on American history after then President 
Trump established a national commission to promote patriotic education. The National 
Council of Teachers of Mathematics which recently advocated for equity in math 
education, while denouncing any use of math for political gain, says the final say over 
math material should always come from math experts.  (1-2 minutes in length - 
11:30PM)

 



PROBLEM/NEED 6 & 4 –5/17/22 – President Biden said now is the time for the 
people of all races, from every background to speak up as a majority in America and 
reject White Supremacy. It was a day of sorrow and remembrance as a nation grieves 
alongside a community that has become the latest victim of what investigators say was 
hate and racism. The President and First Lady were on the ground in Buffalo New York 
mourning with the families who lost loved ones in a mass shooting in a Black 
community’s supermarket. 10 people died and three are wounded. The President called 
it terrorism motivated by an ideology that tears at the soul of the nation.   (1-2 minutes 
in length – 7:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 6 – 6/02/22 –Palm Beach Resident and bestselling author James 
Patterson is apologizing for comments he made about racism. In an interview published 
in The Sunday Times, the 75-year-old said white men are having difficulty finding 
writing jobs in film, television and publishing due to racism. Almost immediately 
Patterson caught heat on social media for the comments he made. He apologized over 
Twitter saying he absolutely did not believe racism was practiced against white writers. 
Forbes listed Patterson as America’s top-paid author with an estimated net worth of 80 
million dollars.  (1-2 minutes in length – 7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 6 – 6/15/22 – With the rise of Anti-Asian racism, more people are 
calling out the invisibility of the Asian American Experience. An Asian bookstore 
owner said that racism really propelled her to want to share Asian history with each 
other in a bookstore like this. Her bookstore in New York City’s Chinatown showcases 
immigrant stories, driven in part by what she says is the lack of Asian American and 
Pacific Islander history taught in K-through 12 schools across the nation.  Stories like 
the Army’s 442nd regimental combat team that was composed almost entirely of 
Japanese American soldiers. Despite most of their families being held in internment 
camps, most volunteered to fight to the U.S. during World War II and the combat team 
became the most decorated in U.S. Military history. Most history textbooks rarely 
mention contributions like this. Congressional representatives are sponsoring federal 
legislation that would encourage schools nationwide to incorporate AAPI history into 
the curriculum. Advocacy groups such as “Make Us Visible”  say parents and students 
shouldn’t be discouraged if progress appears to be slow.   (1-2 minutes in length – 
11:30PM)



PROBLEM/NEED 6 – 6/16/22 – The story of an Asian woman who is an academic 
dean in San Francisco. She walked daily as a way to walk spiritually with her late 
husband along his running route along San Francisco Bay to process her grief. One day 
she was pass by a dirty truck with the American flag and the driver shouted out Anti-
Chinese slurs and she’s not Chinese. This was during COVID-19 and the slurs were “go 
back to your country” “Don’t spread the disease” and this opened a bigger conversation 
of the microaggressions that were part of daily life for Asians that have now become 
overt racism and have pushed many Asians into isolation and fear of violence and 
traumatic reactions.  (1-2 minutes in length –7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 6 – 6/21/22 – Tuesday’s legal battle centers on House Bill 7  - what 
the Governor is calling his Stop WOKE Act and a 2022 legislative priority. The GOP 
majority pushed it through the legislature this year and it was almost immediately 
challenged once signed into law. After a nearly four-hour hearing, Federal Judge Mark 
Walker started reviewing whether to put the HB7 on hold. Signed in April it uses a list 
of broad rules to restrict critical race theory  - a concept that racism is baked into 
American law and legal institutions in corporate training and public schools. The 
Governor advocated for it as an end to indoctrination. The plaintiffs say that censorship 
of speech in schools is fundamentally and constitutionally wrong, and that HB-7 is 
written too broadly and is unconstitutional under the First Amendment. The next move 
is Judge Walker’s and he said he will rule on the preliminary injunction in the next 
couple of days.  (1-2 minutes in length -11:30PM)
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WPTV produced a half hour weekly News and Political talk show entitled “To the 
Point with Michael Williams.” The show is hosted by news anchor Michael Williams 
and features a roundtable discussion of the week’s political news and an interview with 
a local newsmaker.

PROBLEM/NEED  3 & 6  – 4/03/22 –Michael Barnett, Palm Beach County 
Republican Party Chairman and Sen. Tina Polsky, Democrat from District 29 were 
interviewed about the recent bills being passed in the Florida legislature such as the 
“Don’t Say Gay” Bill, the Parental Rights In Education law and the Stop WOKE Act 
and what they mean for the state and for Floridians going forward. How will all this 
legislation play out in the courts, and the challenges each will face in the courts.  (30 
minutes in length 12:00PM Sundays)



PROBLEM/NEED 1 & 2 – 4/10/22 – An interview with Florida Agriculture 
Commissioner Nikki Fried who is a Democrat running for Governor. Her ideas for how 
to handle the housing crisis that is facing the state and what can be done for Floridians 
in a looming recession. Fried talked about her work with the state’s agribusiness and 
how important the citrus and tourism business are for the state.   (30 minutes in length 
12:00PM Sundays)

PROBLEM/NEED  1 & 2  – 4/17/22 – An interview with former U.S. Representative 
Charlie Crist (D) who is running for Governor. Charlie spoke about all the new 
legislation that DeSantis has created and how DeSantis has managed to ignore the more 
pressing issues for the state which would include affordable housing, insurance and 
how the impending recession will hurt the state.   (30 minutes in length 12:00PM 
Sundays)

PROBLEM/NEED 1 & 2 – 4/24/22 – State Senator Annette Taddeo (D) was 
interviewed about her run for Governor. She represents the Miami area and was Charlie 
Crist’s former running mate in the 2014 Gubernatorial election. Annette spoke about 
the issues that have been important to her constituents like the economy and housing as 
well as insurance. She also spoke about how divided the state has become and how 
polarizing the current Governor’s actions and decisions have been. DeSantis open war 
with Disney  - who is a very large employer as well as a key to Florida’s tourism 
economy seemed poorly thought out. (30 minutes in length – 12:00PM Sundays)

PROBLEM/NEED 6 – 5/01/22 – Cecile Scoon, the president of League of Women 
Voters of Florida was interviewed about the election laws that Governor DeSantis has 
recently signed, and how that affects the work of the League. The new laws will 
provide some challenges particularly for communities of color and the elderly regarding 
mail-in voting and early voting. Scoon worries that they could easily disenfranchise 
many voters for whom transportation is an issue.  (30 minutes in length – 12:00PM 
Sundays)

PROBLEM/NEED  2 – 5/15/22 – The first half of this program was U.S. Senator Rick 
Scott (R) of Florida being interviewed about his proposed plan to battle inflation and 
the reaction it has received. One of the main tenants of Scott’s plan is to “sunset” social 
security. This has been met with vocal opposition for many different sides and has been 
a very hard sell with no -one in the U.S. Senate signing on to it.   (30 minutes in length 
– 12:00PM Sundays)



PROBLEM/NEED  2 & 5  – 5/15/22 – The second half of this show was State 
Representative Toby Overdorf (R) District 83 talking about the upcoming special 
session, which is supposed to undertake voting redistricting, but representatives are 
being pressured to do something about the homeowners insurance crisis which us 
affecting almost every Floridian property owner. Rep. Overdorf also spoke about water 
quality issues and how important there are for her constituents on the Treasure Coast. 
(30 minutes in length – 12:00PM Sundays)

PROBLEM/NEED  4  – 5/29/22 – Tony Montalto, President of Stand With Parkland 
was interviewed about school safety in the wake of the recent school shooting in 
Uvalde, Texas He spoke about the Biden Administration’s commitment to getting 
legislation passed that would put restrictions in place. And he talked about the bi-
partisan group  that is working on that legislation and how long-overdue this has been 
since he lost his child in the Marjorie Stoneman Douglas High School shooting. (30 
minutes in length – 12:00PM Sundays


