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WHDT airs programming on the Court TV schedule.

Issues of important local concern include:

Since the COVID-19 pandemic has forced the shutdown of in-person jury trials, 
Court TV has provided many updates and follow-ups to recent court cases as well 
as interviews with those involved in the cases. The cases that were updated and 
reviewed contained many of the following themes:

The ongoing issues of crime and personal safety.

The duality of standards when it comes to race, income and education and how 
defendants are prosecuted.

The vulnerability of woman, children and the elderly when it comes to crime 
victimization.

The on-going lack of help for those with mental illness and psychological 
impairment who find themselves in the criminal justice system.

The continuing problem of drug and alcohol addiction and abuse that contribute 
to criminal behavior.



Forensic Files:

The syndicated show Forensic Files airs on Court TV ten times (8:00AM & 8:30AM) 
on weekdays and six times (various) on Saturdays and four times (10PM-12AM) 
Fridays. The program runs 30 minutes in length.

Eagle-eyed technical experts prove there is no such thing as a perfect crime as 
they assemble the pieces every criminal leaves behind. This documentary style 
series uses dramatic crime re-creations and sometimes parts of the actual 
investigations are used to recount the events. Some of the re-creations include 
alternate versions of the crimes, which are disproved by science. The show's 
episodes follow each case from the initial investigation until it reaches its legal 
resolution.

The FBI Files:

The syndicated show The FBI Files airs on Court TV 28 times during the week 
(various) and nine times (various) on Saturdays and eight times (various) on 
Sundays. The program runs 60 minutes in length.

Real FBI cases are recounted as Bill Kurtis hosts this documentary series that 
profiles criminal cases involving high profile murders. Each episode describes 
actual FBI cases which include murder, narcotics, bank robberies, kidnappings, 
etc. These are portrayed through dramatic reenactments and interviews with 
agents and forensic scientists who worked on the investigations.

Corrupt Crimes:

This syndicated program investigates recent crime stories in complete details with 
expert analysis and dramatic storytelling. These crimes can range from violent 
crimes such as murder to corporate crimes and mob racketeering. It airs twelve 
times on weekdays (various times) and twelve times on Saturdays (various times) 
and eight times on Sundays (various)



It Takes A Killer:

 This docuseries (30 minutes in length)looks at the world’s most notorious 
murders and take viewers inside the minds of the killers. Expert investigators 
review evidence, profile each killer’s behavior and describe the chilling forensic 
details of each case. This series airs twelve times on weekdays (12:00AM to 
4:00AM) and eight times on Saturdays (various) and four times on Sundays 
(various)

Deep Undercover:

Airing eight times on weekdays (various) and six times on Sundays (various) this 
30 minute true crime series is from writer and producer Joe Pistone, who is the 
real-life Donnie Brasco. Each episode recounts an investigation from the point of 
view of the undercover officer involved with the case.

Murderous Affairs: 

This series uses re-enactments and news coverage of famous romantic affairs, 
both domestic and foreign, that ended in murder. The series lays out the 
background and circumstances leading up to each crime and where the case’s 
deposition stands now. This series is 30 minutes in length and airs eight times on 
weekdays (various) and six times on Sundays (various)

Court TV Court Cases

Because there are few actual live court cases – Court TV has chosen to follow 
topical news stories (criminal cases) that will be or have been part of court 
cases.



Court TV coverage/cases for July:

Idaho v. Lori Vallow & Idaho v. Chad Daybell – Court TV continued to followed 
this case over many days from early court appearances to testimony in the Chad 
Daybell case. The state has dropped some early desertion charges for Vallow, but 
now there are investigations into other mysterious deaths connected to Lori 
Vallow and Chad Daybell, including the deaths of both spouses as well as Lori’s 
brother.  Testimony from detectives who were at the scene of discovery of the 
charred remains of Lori’s two children was covered as well as testimony of close 
friends of Lori’s. Coverage happened on 7/1, 7/2, 7/9, 7/13, 7/14, 7/22, 7/27, 
7/28, 7/29, 7/30, 7/31.

July cases follow-up/coverage:

Updates on the Harvey Weinstein case where a $18.875 million dollar settlement 
was reached with his victims. Weinstein faces new charges in California, and his 
attorneys are fighting extradition to California. Stories aired on 7/1, 7/10 and 
7/30.

The murder of Vanessa Guillen and other soldiers at Ft. Hood is bringing the 
military base under scrutiny. A woman was arrested in connection with the 
disposal of Vanessa’s body. But Guillen’s family wants answers about why three 
soldiers have been murdered off the base and what the military is doing to find 
those responsible and prosecute them. Stories aired on 7/1, 7/2, 7/6, 7/8. 7/14, 
7/15 and 7/28.

Ghislaine Maxwell was arrested in connection with her part in the Jeffrey Epstein 
sex trafficking ring and she was subsequently denied bail. Lawyer Alan Dershowitz 
is also facing scrutiny as he negotiated Epstein’s lenient plea deal. And sealed 
depositions will be opened in the Maxwell case. Stories aired on 7/2, 7/6, 7/10, 
7/14, 7/16, 7/23, 7/30, and 7/31.

Suspects in the Ahmaud Arbery shooting in George entered pleas of not guilty and 
interviews were conducted with their lawyers. And Ahmaud’s mother spoke out. 
Stories aired on 7/7, 7/14, 7/16, 7/17, 7/29.



Follow up to the George Floyd killing with the four officers putting in pleas, and 
more camera footage being released as well as more details were revealed.  
Stories aired on 7/9, 7/15, 7/20 and 7/21.

There were three updates on the health of Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg that aired on 7/14, 7/17 and 7/29.

There was a legal update in the Breonna Taylor case on 7/8.

Two officers in Oklahoma were charged in the death of Jared Laken who they 
tasered more than fifty times.  The case was reviewed on 7/24.

On 7/23 – The case of a care giver accused of raping and impregnating an 
incapacitated patient was reviewed..

And the Real Estate Discrimination case of the Levittown development in New 
York City was reviewed. The case is being brought because there is a “race clause” 
in sales agreements that denied ownership to anyone other than members of the 
Caucasian race. That story aired on 7/7.

August cases follow-up/coverage:

The continuing case of Chad Daybell and Lori Vallow as a judge rules there is 
probable cause for a trial. Both have court appearances, and both are filing 
motions as well as interviews with witnesses, family members and police 
investigators. Lori may now be facing charges in the death of her ex-husband, 
who was shot by her now-dead brother. Chad Daybell’s wife who died under 
mysterious causes is also being closely examined. Stories aired on 8/3, 8/4, 8/5, 
8/6, 8/12, 8/13, 8/17,8/18/, 8/19, 8/20, 8/21, 8/27 and 8/28.

As more body-cam footage of the George Floyd arrest and killing is released there 
are more questions about why he was stopped and the police actions. Floyd 
asked officers to “please don’t shoot me” and now fentanyl is being suspected in 
hastening Floyd’s death. Stories aired on 8/5, 8/7, 8/10, 8/11, 8/14, 8/17, 8/18, 
8/21, 8/26 8/28 and 8/31.



Ghislaine Maxwell, the ex-girlfriend and sex-trafficking partner of Jeffrey Epstein 
has petition for a change of jail and other accommodations. They have been 
denied. Stories aired on 8/10, 8/12 and 8/26.

The Golden State Killer faced his sentencing and the families of his murder victims 
as well as accusers of rape and attempted murder. They gave impact statements 
to the court and they collectively requested that he be remanded to the toughest 
prison. The accused is a former police officer. And the judge sentenced him to 11 
consecutive life terms.  Stories aired on 8/14, 8/18, 8/19, 8/20 and 8/21.

Jacob Blake an African American man in Kenosha, WI was shot 9 time by police in 
front of his children as he attempted to get in his car and leave the scene of a 
domestic dispute. Blake was not killed but is severely injured. A neighbor shot 
footage of  the incident on his phone. Blake was shot  in the back. His shooting 
sparked riots and protests in Kenosha and other parts of the mid-West for days. 
Even NBA players protested the shooting. Stories aired on 8/24, 8/25, 8/27, 8/28 
and 8/31.

Oprah Winfrey purchased 26 billboards in and around Breonna Taylor’s home of 
Louisville, KY to encourage locals to push for justice and arrests for the officers 
involved in her killing. Breonna was unarmed and shot to death in her apartment 
by law enforcement issuing a search warrant for her boyfriend. The story aired on 
8/12.

Amber Guyger, the Dallas police officer who shot and killed an unarmed black 
man in his own apartment after she mistook it for her own, has appealed her 
conviction. The story aired on 8/11.

U.S Marshalls found 39 missing children in Georgia over a two-week operation. 
The operation led to the rescue of 26 children and the safe location of 13 others. 
These children were at risk as they had been subjected to physical and mental 
abuse, sex trafficking, sexual abuse and had medical conditions. The story aired 
on 8/28.



September cases follow-up/coverage:

The Breonna Taylor case was explored as the city of Louisville waited for the 
reaction to whether the three officers in the case would be charged. In addition, it 
came to light that the prosecutor’s office offered Breonna’s ex-boyfriend who was 
a drug dealer a plea if he somehow named Breonna as involved in his drug 
dealings. The City of Louisville paid Breonna’s family $12 million dollars to settle a 
wrongful death claim. But the city erupted in violence late in the month when one 
only of the three officers was indicted and it was for unlawful discharge of a 
firearm into a neighboring apartment of a white person. Stories aired on 9/1. 
9/15, 9/22, 9/23. 9/25, 9/29 and 9/30.

In the George Floyd case there was more fallout from the body cam footage and 
Officer Derek Chauvin, the lead arresting officer put in pleas and requests. 
Chauvin wanted Floyd’s previous drug arrest admissible in court. That request 
was denied. Stories aired on 9/1, 9/2, 9/3, 9/8, 9/9, 9/10, 9/11, 9/16, 9/22 and 
9/28.

The Lori Vallow and Chad Daybell cases are proceeding with Lori facing charges in 
other states. Chad Daybell requested a change of venue for the trial. Both have 
separate legal representation and both will be facing a different list of charges 
that have changed from reckless endangerment to know murder. Stories aired on 
9/2, 9/4, 9/8, 9/9, 9/10, 9/16 and 9/23.

Jacob Blake who was shot in the back several times by an arresting officer in 
Kenosha, WI made a court appearance from his hospital bed. The officer who did 
the shooting is now saying that he feared Black was attempting a kidnapping of 
his children.  Stories aired on 9/4 and 9/28.



Botham Jean was the young Black man who was shot and killed by Dallas police 
officer Amber Guyger in his own apartment because she mistook his apartment 
for her own a few floors down and thought he was an intruder. Now the family of 
Botham Jean is suing the apartment house owners as part of a wrongful death 
suit.  The story aired on 9/11.

27-year-old ex-nurse Nathan Sutherland who was accused of raping and 
impregnating an incapacitated patient in a nursing home was charged. The story 
aired on 9/27.

Rochester, NY police are facing scrutiny when footage of an arrest that resulted in 
a black man’s death has been released.  Daniel Prude who was having a psychotic 
episode suffocated when police put a mesh bag over his head. Prude was found 
naked in the street last March. As they arrested Prude, they put a mesh bag over 
his head to prevent him from spitting. He  tried to get up but was pushed face 
down into the pavement and held for two minutes. Prude required hospitalization 
and died two weeks later. The city has experienced protects and demonstrations 
and want to hold the 7 police officers accountable. The story aired on 9/3.

And Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg passed away on 9/18. There 
were tributes and a look back at her accomplished life. There was also speculation 
about how quickly a push would be to fill the vacancy on the court. Bader 
Ginsburg was the first woman to lie in state at the Capitol Rotunda and the first 
Jewish person to do so. Her casket was displayed at the Supreme Court where 
thousands walked past it to pay their respects. Stories aired on 9/18, 9/21 and 
9/22 .

 



More than any other story, the cases of racial profiling, police brutality and 
unnecessary fatal force in some cases were a large part of the daily live 
courtroom coverage and discussions on the channel that took place Monday 
through Friday on Court TV. They reiterate the discrepancy between the 
treatment of people of color in the criminal justice system and white people. 

The ongoing Vallow/Daybell trial of the murder of Lori Val low’s two children and 
potentially their former spouses also reiterated how vulnerable children are in 
society and the issues of mental illness on the part of their parents who 
committed the murders.

All of  the day’s court cases, follow-ups and criminal proceeding were reviewed 
Monday through Friday from 6-9PM during the program Closing Arguments with 
Vinny Politan.

 


