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LIST OF COMMUNITY PROBLEMS AND NEEDS OF AREA SERVED
BY STATION WHDT (SCRIPPS BROADCASTING

Holdings LLC) WEST PALM BEACH, FLORIDA
(July 1, 2022 – September 30, 2022)

1. The effects of inflation on housing and affordability of living in our communities.

2. The ongoing issue of increasing violent crime. 

3. The need to protect our environment and find solutions to threats to the ecosystem.

4. The challenges our healthcare system faces particularly with staffing.

5. The needs of our minority communities.

6.  The challenges of an expanding education system that is keeping up with the 
population.

 



WPTV SIGNIFICANT PROGRAMS AND BROADCAST EFFORTS IN RESPONSE 
TO THE FOREGOING NEEDS AND PROBLEMS OF THE COMMUNITY

1. A. TITLE: Various D.SOURCE: Local
   B.  TIME/DAY: Within 7am E.FREQUENCY: Weekly
         12pm, 11pm or Saturdays and Sundays at 7am, 12pm, 7pm, 11:30pm & 11:00am

C. TYPE: Public Affairs

Reports and interviews usually two to three minutes in length, which expand upon 
current problems and issues facing the community.

PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 7/1/22 – A report on housing - the housing market is cooling off 
a bit and according to the National Association of Builders that could mean thousands 
of people in real estate and mortgage lending could be laid off in the coming months. 
Automobile Sales -and while July is historically a good month to purchase a car, a lack 
of inventory has made the price of new cars remain above average for 11 consecutive 
months. And fuel economy - consumers are encouraged to do more research about any 
new car they are purchasing because some projected fuel costs and saving are likely 
exaggerated as well.   (1-2 minutes in length –11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 7/2/22 – A profile of a 60-year-old woman Black woman who 
has taken the training and certification to become a long-distance truck driver. She 
retired from corporate America a decade ago, but with the cost of living rising and her 
trying to raise her two grandkids on $1,100 a month it became unsustainable. So, she 
decided to “unretire.”  In the past year roughly 1.7 million older adults left retirement to 
take a job. And while many retirees are re-entering out of necessity, the silver lining is 
that it comes as a growing demand for workers has more companies eager to hire older 
adults.    (1-2 minutes in length – 11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 1 –7/7/22– The Federal Reserve says fighting inflation could 
require more drastic rate hikes. Fed officials stated additional rate hikes could slow the 
pace of economic growth  in the short term, despite the economy already being on the 
brink of recession. The Federal Reserve believes getting inflation back down to 2% is 
critical. The last measure of inflation showed it running at a 40-year high of 8.6%. (1-2 
minutes in length – 7:00AM)
 
PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 7/7/22 –The job market doesn’t appear to be cooling off job 
openings outnumber workers 2 to 1. According to the Labor Department, employers 
had about 11.4 million job openings in April. That’s about half a million less than in 
March – when it hit an all-time high. The overall U.S. economy is still more than a 
million jobs below its peak level, which it hit in February of 2020.  (1-2 minutes in 
length - 11:30PM)



PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 7/16/22 – From transporting everything from produce to 
automobiles, America’s truck drivers haul just about everything consumers needs and 
they’re doing it under increasingly tough conditions. Rising prices are leading to 
cancelled orders and slowing demand. Plus, the cost of diesel has increased more than 
50 % since January. Truckers are paying more at the pump and prices are rising across 
the board, but Americans are continuing to spend. According to the Commerce 
Department, U.S. retail sales rose 1% in June from the month before to $680.6 billion 
dollars. While increased spending is good for the economy, it poses a challenge for the 
Federal Reserve which wants to cool spending as it tries to lower inflation.  (1-2 
minutes in length –7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 7/25/22 – U.S. Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen does not believe 
the U.S. is in a recession, Yellen argued growing consumer spending and health hiring 
do not happen during a recession. The Commerce Department releases its estimate for 
the second quarter in a few days. Yellen did admit the economy is in transition and is 
slowing but that doesn’t mean it’s in a recession.  (1-2 minutes in length – 7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 8/2/22 –CEOs of Big Tech companies are warning under-
performing employees to step it up. Executives at Facebook and Google sent employees 
notices signaling potential layoffs as the economy continues to decline. Economists say 
more layoffs at major tech giants could lead to lower wage growth and fewer job 
opportunities at start-ups. As of July, more than 30,000 tech employees lost their jobs.    
(1-2 minutes in length – 11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 1 –8/8/22 –For many people the battle between inflation and 
recession is a tug-of-war they are losing. A local investment advisor says that the lesser 
of two evils is having a recession. A recession slows the economy down, spending less 
purchasing less and that is the main way to stop prices from rising. Yet even with a hot 
job market many are not making enough to pay the bills. A woman was profiled who 
was moving out of her Delray Beach home due to an eviction notice because she 
couldn’t afford the rent. She works two jobs, 90 hours a week and she still can’t find an 
affordable place to live. She remarked that the price of a hotel per week is just as much 
as a rent payment, so her options were to sleep in her car for a month or two to save up 
some money. The investment advisor reminded everyone that this is a short-term crisis 
that many people are feeling right  now, but longer term the economic costs will 
improve.  (1-2 minutes in length - 11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 8/15/22 –According to new federal data , the number of 
American workers continues to decrease. Since March, Labor Department data shows 
that the number of U.S. Workers has dropped by nearly 400,000. The Labor 
Department says the number of those looking for work has also dropped which has 
analysts worried the economy will not achieve a “soft landing.” (1-2 minutes in length 
–7:00AM)



PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 8/17/22 – More homebuyers are having second thoughts about 
their deals to buy a house. A new report by John Burns Real Estate Consulting showed 
more than 17% of builder contracts fell through in July. That’s up from 8% in April. 
Cancellation rates in the southwest are the highest at 25%. The report blamed it on 
buyers no longer qualifying for mortgages at higher interest rates and buyers worried 
about the economy who simply walk away from their deals.   (1-2 minutes in length – 
7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 1 –8/18/22 – Federal Reserve officials say their attempts to cool the 
economy might be working as some industries show signs of slowing down , but they 
warn that inflation could remain high. After a hot streak of home buying, the housing 
market is seeing a cool summer. For the sixth month in a row, sales slumped, dropping 
almost six percent in July from June. The retail industry is also taking a hit with several 
stores seeing a drop in demand. At the same time President Biden has signed the 
Inflation Reduction Act, a massive bill that Democrats say will do more to cut costs. 
Still some economic experts warn the bill could overheat the economy once again.  (1-2 
minutes in length –11:30PM)  

PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 8/24/22  – A new lifeline for roughly 45 million Americans 
drowning in student loans. President Biden announced he’s cancelling up to $10,000 
dollars in Federal Student loan debt for borrowers who make less than $125,000 dollars 
a year. Low-income Pell Grant recipients are getting up to $20,000 in forgiveness. The 
Biden Administration also announced one last extension through the end of this year in 
the pause on Federal Student Loan payments. Biden is making good on a campaign 
promise to address student debt, while pointing to a broader problem which is the lack 
of state investment in higher education, so parents and families have had to debt finance 
to fill in that gap.   (1-2 minutes in length 11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 1 –9/02/22– The Martin County School District is offering a 
potential bonus for the support staff based on attendance, arriving on time, and working 
a full shift. Support staff such as bus drivers, food service workers, custodians and more 
can earn an extra $10 a day and would translate to an extra $200 a month. The workers 
are excited to be able to earn extra money since many schools are short in staff 
currently.  (1-2 minutes in length – 11:30PM)



PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 9/04/22 – The summer economy is affecting the hospitality 
business greatly in our area. When the winter season of tourists and part-time residents 
arrive, most of the area restaurants staff up to accommodate the crowds that flood the 
downtown eateries. But the challenge for the restaurants is to be able to stay open 
during the summer months to get last until winter comes. The restaurants cut back on 
help and the waters and wait staff basically become day workers. They most get $100-
a-week paychecks, and the rest needs to be made up in tips. Many waiters and 
waitresses move from restaurant to restaurant just to be able to pay the bills and rent. So 
staffing concerns persist. The economy added 315,00 jobs for the month of August, 
marking the lowest monthly gain since April of 2021.   (1-2 minutes in length – 
11:30PM)  

PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 9/05/22 – An update on the American workforce and the 
American economy. The workforce is working well. The unemployment rate is 3.7% 
and businesses are having trouble finding employees. There are 11.2 million job 
openings across the U.S. which is nearly a record. It is why some businesses can’t stay 
open or offer the level of service they would like. Economists believe too many job 
openings can lead to higher wages which in turn make inflation worse. So that’s why 
the Federal Reserve continues to raise interest rates making credit card debt and loans 
more costly.  Still the data suggests that many workers feel underappreciated which is 
why unions are seeing a resurgence. In 2022, unions have won 641 elections. That is 
the most in 20 years.  (1-2 minutes in length –7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 9/08/22 –  Investors now expect the Federal Reserve to raise 
interest rates another three quarters of a percent when it meets later this month. In a 
recent speech, Reserve Chair Jerome Powell warned of aggressive rate hikes as the 
Central Bank tries to  lower inflation from its 40-year highs. Powell also warned rate 
increases could force the economy into a recession. The Federal Reserve set a goal to 
lower inflation to 2%. (1-2 minutes in length – 7:00AM) 

PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 9/11/22 – A new report found Hispanic families are expected to 
become the majority of new homeowners across the country. The Urban Institute – a 
research group based out of Washington, D.C. – released a new study showing 70% or 
new homeowners in the next 20 years will come from the Hispanic community. The 
group found there are more than eight million people in the Hispanic community that 
do not have mortgages. A large portion of those potential homebuyers are in Florida.     
(1-2 minutes in length - 7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 9/20/22 -  Right now the U.S. unemployment rate is at a 50-
yeatr low and there are millions of job openings around the country. However, some 
economists are predicting a round of layoffs could be coming. A new survey found 
more corporate leaders believe the economy is headed towards a recession according to 
CNBC. The report says some big companies like Walmart, Best Buy, Ford Motor, 
HBO, and others are already announcing layoffs. And a second survey found 50% of 
firms expect to educe their workforce within the next year. (1-2 minutes in length – 
7:00PM)



PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 7/05/2022 – In Delray Beach, when police arrived at a shooting 
it was difficult to get people to talk to explain what they witnessed . One man died on 
the scene, and another died in the hospital early this morning, Crime scene markers 
covered the street, and several cars were hit by bullets. Police do not have a shooter in 
custody  there are saying this is an isolated incident and there is no threat to the 
community. However,  shootings like this have become more and more prevalent in 
cities like Delray Beach, Riviera Beach, and Ft. Pierce. The police suspect the killings 
are part of gang violence, but shootings and killings become the first resort to settle a 
dispute and not the last.   (1-2 minutes in length – 7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 7/06/2022 – A man named Tzvi Allswang is charged with 
holding his therapist hostage for 15 hours in his parents’ Boca Raton home, repeatedly 
sexually battering her and torturing her until deputies broke in and shot him in the head 
while he was holding her at knifepoint. Allswang has a history of sexual offenses with a 
15-year-old girl. The 20-year-old Allswang has now been charged with kidnapping , 
attempted murder, and sexual assault. The victim’s loved ones became concerned when 
she did not return home on Friday night from the Boca Raton home where she went for 
her job.  (1-2 minutes in length  - 7:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 2 –7/11/22  –In St. Lucie County, Pastor Pinkie Hendley founded 
New Life Christian Fellowship Church to bring ministry to people where they live. 
People come to share their stories and among them was Mary Simons who runs 
Survivors of Murdered Victims. Mary lost her granddaughter in a drive by shooting and 
now runs the non-profit support group. Both women are dismayed by what they are 
seeing in the streets. There was a deadly confrontation in from of another church the 
previous Saturday night. Gun violence and gang warfare have torn too many families 
apart. Pastor Hendley is trying to use her ministry to bring several non-profits together 
under one roof with one mission – to combat the stigma of gun violence in their 
community. (1-2 minutes in length 7:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 7/14/22 – Every delivery driver is thinking about the shooting 
Wednesday night that left a man dead. Roberto Peigne 43, was making a food delivery 
under his wife’s Door Dash account. Home security footage near the shooting scene 
shows the Peigne dropping off food outside a home near Jaycee Park in Port St. Lucie 
before 11PM last night. Moments later shots rang out and the unarmed Peigne was 
dead. He and his wife were from Haiti where Peigne was a doctor. He was using his 
wife’s Door Dash account to make money while waiting for his medical license in the 
U.S. The incident has made all delivery service people uneasy since there appeared to 
be no altercation leading up to the shooting.  (1-2 minutes in length -11:30PM)



PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 7/20/22 – As students and teachers walked through the chilling 
memories that they’ll never be able to erase, they did so face to face with the killer 
responsible for it all. Nicholas Cruz who has confessed to killing his classmates and 
high school coach was there listening to it all. Accounts of survivors that were injured 
but survived and witnesses that saw the lead up to the killings. The prosecutors had the 
jury visit the crime scene which has remained untouched since the shooting took place 
4 years ago.    (1-2 minutes in length – 7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 7/26/22 – Another incidence of domestic violence that ended in 
death. A 25-year-old woman dead in the driveway at the hand of her 26-year-old long 
time boyfriend. The CEO of Safe Space was interviewed about the shooting. Safe 
Space serves as a safe haven for victims of abuse. Dr. Theresa Albizu says that since 
2019 cases have been on the rise all through the Treasure Coast. A situation that has 
only been made worse since the pandemic.  According to the FDLE domestic violence 
cases are up 12% in Martin & St. Lucie County and 10% in Indian River. With 250  
hotline crisis calls per month, she stressed the importance for victims to seek help if 
they are in need.  (1-2 minutes in length – 11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 8/04/22 – It is every parent’s worst nightmare, police say a man 
blending in with young adults in the area, only to have three cell phones worth of 
photos of minors. And police are asking if parents were with their children in the area, 
their child may be a victim also. Martin County Sheriff’s office is asking if parents 
recognize this man – 27-year-old Pedro Valdez. Valdez was arrested after deputies 
received multiple reports of a suspicious male photographing young girls at the Jensen 
Beach Mall and nearby shopping areas. They found several illegal photos including 
some of photos of lifting the skirt of a young girl and taking photos of her 
undergarments, Valdez is charged with video voyeurism, and held at the jail on 
$750,000  bond.  (1-2 minutes in length - 11:30PM) 

PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 8/08/22 – From Boca Raton to Indian River County  - postal 
inspectors are trying to find and arrest armed robbery suspects accused of stealing 
master keys from at least six mail carriers.  The robberies are federal crimes. The keys 
become a way to steal identities. Thieves can apply for credit cards in residents’ names 
because they know they can successfully get mail there and have access to apartment 
123’s mailbox. Apartment complexes that might be impacted have been notified to 
consider changing their mail locks. Five of these thefts have happened in 25 days and 
the Post Office is looking into whether they are all related.  (1-2 minutes in length  - 
11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 8/12/22 – A shooting that happened in a parking lot of a mall in 
Boynton Beach was a result of a road rage incident. A white pick-up truck and a black 
SUV got into a confrontation that ended with one man taken to a hospital and the other 
being questioned by police. It appears to be a case of self-defense, but police offered no 
details. But now all the shop owners and employees are on edge.  
(1-2 minutes in length – 11:30PM)
 



PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 8/15/22 – The Palm Beach County Sheriff’s office is now 
investigating a triple shooting that is now a homicide investigation, Neighbors who 
were witnesses saw it has become like the wild, wild west in their neighborhood. 
People are hiding under their beds; streets are blocked off and people are hiding in their 
houses. The shooting happened at 1:15PM on a Sunday afternoon in front of a church. 
Two males were wounded and a third died from his injuries. Older residents say the 
younger generation in the community is out of control. (1-2 minutes in length  - 
11:30PM) 

PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 8/24/22 -  Restrictions on ghost guns are now in effect after a 
federal judge decided not to block the restrictions. The guns are put together with parts 
sold online and are hard to track until now. New federal rules require all parts used to 
make ghost guns have a serial number on them. People buying them will also now have 
to get a background check. Federal data shows the number of ghost guns recovered at 
crime scenes went up 1,000% between 2016 and 2021. (1-2 minutes in length – 
11:30PM

PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 8/26/22 – A Treasure Coast man accused of defrauding 
hundreds of customers will spend 30-years in prison for the scheme. Jurors also ordered 
restitution of $3.2 million dollars to 121 victims. Brian Washburn and his wife Chrystal 
Washburn were arrested back in October for the crime. They operated a pool 
installation business in Vero Beach. An investigation revealed both were collecting 
money but not finishing jobs.  (1-2 minutes in length  - 11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 8/29/22 – The victim was identified as Cassidy Craig from Lake 
Worth. She was just 18 years old. She was found, a day after she was reported missing, 
underneath a tree in an oceanside park. Cassidy left home on August 10th and never 
returned. Police say she was found by a man walking his dog along Ocean Avenue. 
Investigators are still waiting on results from the Medical Examiner’s office to find out 
the cause of death. It is too early to determine if foul play was involved. And it is 
possible she may have died somewhere else. Her family is in a desperate search for 
answers. The viewers were asked to call Crimestoppers if they have any information 
about this.  (1-2 minutes in length – 11:30PM)  

PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 9/1/22 – The city of Tampa is using a new approach to address 
staffing shortages and bringing down crime. A new ordinance is offering  incentives to 
businesses who hire people with a criminal background. The city is also working with 
community groups and Hillsborough County to put $150,000 dollars to an 
apprenticeship program. One organization that’s working with the city has a similar 
program already in the works. It was started back in 2014 and has helped about 1,000 
people find jobs. (1-2 minutes in length – 7:00AM)



PROBLEM/NEED 2 -  9/3/22 – Cyber security experts have had their hand full trying 
to get a handle on the spike in ransomware attacks and now, they could be getting some 
help from state legislatures. Here in Florida, lawmakers voted to ban ransomware 
payments by state agencies. A similar law was also passed in North Carolina, and at 
least 36 other states are considering beefing up  their cyber laws as well. But some say 
a total ban on payments could be a grey area especially  in situations with the potential 
for loss of life. Lawmakers at the federal level are still struggling with how to regulate 
this type of technology, with only a patchwork of legislation at the moment. And with 
cyber security reaching a tipping point, a number of new regulations are expected in the 
coming months from federal agencies. In the first half of this year there were about 800 
cyber-attacks.  (1-2 minutes in length  - 11:30PM) 

PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 9/6/22 – Detectives identified the suspected thief in Port St. 
Lucie pickpocketing crimes. Police say 26-year-old Devante Durham from Boynton 
Beach is responsible for at least four pickpocketing thefts since February. Detectives 
say Durham would use the victims credit cards to purchase thousands of dollars in gift 
cards. Durham is now wanted on 72 charges. Police are looking for Durham and if 
viewers know where Durham could be they were urged to call Crimestoppers.  (1-2 
minutes in length -  7:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 9/09/22 – In the last three years police say they have seized 
more than 1,700 guns. Officials like West Palm Beach Deputy Chief Rick Morris say 
they want more accountability when it comes to how quick people are released after an 
initial arrest under charges of illegal possession of firearms. The homicide solve rate is 
up about 50%  - which is good. It was below 30% three years ago. The crime rate is 
going down steadily ay a time when other crime rates are going up. The issue is holding 
everybody else accountable. There is no word on what action will be taken.  (1-2 
minutes in length – 7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 9/10/22 – It was thanks to surveillance footage that captured a 
still shot of a suspect – 61-year-old Aaron Bishop. This led to his arrest this afternoon. 
Officers with the Vero Beach Police Department say around 4AM this morning a young 
couple in their 20’s were shot inside the parking garage of an office complex. Officers 
say then Aaron Bishop shot multiple rounds at the two security officers who had gotten 
into their cars and were driving away. Both are expected to survive their wounds. 
Bishop has a history of misdemeanor violations and was suspected in another shooting 
in the same area. Bishop lives next door to where the shooting took place. Bishop has 
no relation to the victims, and the attack was random. Bishop is still in custody.  (1-2 
minutes in length  - 11:30PM)   



PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 9/14/22 – The increase in the number of hit and run accidents is 
alarming to local authorities. The deputies are concerned about how many drivers are 
leaving the scene of a collision with not just property damage but injuries. These 
violations need to become a bigger issue because they are not a victimless crime. Most 
drivers at fault do not have a valid driver’s license in the first place. So now it falls on a 
deputy’s shoulders to try and track down the many unsolved hit-and-run crimes and 
hold those responsible accountable. And if hit-and-run drivers aren’t caught, they are 
75% more likely to do it again. So, constantly posting cases on social media and 
keeping these crimes in the forefront of the public is hopefully going to help solve the 
cases.   (1-2 minutes in length – 11:30PM) 

PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 9/13/22 –Palm Beach County Deputies say they’ve arrested an 
alleged Peeping Tom. And they’re worried more victims could be out there. 
Investigators tell us Nicholas Blais from Maine took pictures of a woman at Lake 
Worth Beach Pier while hiding in a stall. The woman noticed he was recording her and 
confronted him. She also reported him to police who tracked him down after five 
months of investigating. Detectives say they were able to link him to the crime through 
his own Facebook page after he posted pictures of himself while he was here visiting 
Lake Worth Beach.   (1-2 minutes in length 7:00AM) 

PROBLEM/NEED 3 – 7/05/22 – There is a new tool to keep Florida beaches clean. 
The Be-bot is being used to clean up beaches in Pinellas County. It can pick up little 
pieces of fireworks, cigarette butts and bottle caps. It uses some unique technology to 
sift the sand for tiny pieces of plastic, in other words bits of litter volunteers can 
overlook. Be-bot can clean about a football field-sized patch of sand about every hour 
or so. Volunteers think it’s biggest impact will be education. The Be-bot can show 
people what they are actually leaving behind, because beachgoers really want to keep 
the beach beautiful. If everyone just does a little bit, think about what a more beautiful 
world it could be. Be-bot was donated to the non-profit Keep Florida Beautiful, which 
has now deployed it to beaches statewide.  (1-2 minutes in length – 7:00PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 3 –7/15/22 – It will soon be easier for officials to get rid of 
abandoned boats. The Fish & Wildlife Commission is creating a program that’ll allow 
owners to turn over boats to the state for removal. Officials say they hope the program 
will reduce the backlog of abandoned boats on the water. They say those vessels can 
cause safety issues for wildlife and the environment.  (1-2 minutes in length 7:00AM)



PROBLEM/NEED 3 - 7/19/22 – The City of Delray Beach has put a ban on cigarettes 
on public beaches, and violators cold now get a citation if they are caught smoking on 
the beach. This is because the city had an ordinance in place already, but the state pre-
empted municipalities from enforcing it. Today’s city government meeting was about 
cleaning the ordinance up and adding public parks. The fine for smoking in any of these 
areas is upwards of $500. A local non-profit called Boca Save Our Beaches found more 
than 123,000 cigarette butts on Palm Beach County beaches in just the last few years. 
Delray Beach’s city attorney says keeping the beaches clean is not just about protecting 
the environment. It’s about preserving the tourism appeal for the city.  (1-2 minutes in 
length - 7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 3  – 7/27/22 – Gov. DeSantis announced plans today for a bill that 
would target Environmental Social Governance investing or E-S-G.  It’s a financial 
strategy that prioritizes investment based on a company’s social responsibility  - 
looking at things like carbon emissions, diversity, or transparency. The Governor says 
he wants to prohibit managers of Florida’s pension funds from using  E-S-G scoring 
when investing state money. The bill would seek to forbid banks, credit cards 
companies and money transmitters from dropping customers on religious, political, or 
social beliefs.   (1-2 minutes in length –11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 3 – 7/30/22 – It is a cross between a ferry and an airplane, it’s a new 
mode of transportation promising to revolutionize the way people travel. Boston based 
company - Regent  -is unveiling The Sea Glider. It’s a fully electric flying boat with  
hydrofoils. It is designed to get passengers to their coastal destinations quicker, with 
less hassle, and doing it all without harming the environment. The Sea Glider is 6 to 10 
times faster than ferries and half the cost of an aircraft, and it beats the door-to-door 
time of both and eliminated emissions. It flies at extremely low altitudes and reaches 
speeds of 180 mph, and because it is stationed at docks and not an airport. It can 
eliminate the extra travel time associated with flights and airports. With current 
batteries, early models will be able to fly routes up to 180 miles, with 500-mile trips 
expected in the future. So far, Regent has received orders for over 400 Sea Gliders, The 
first version is called Viceroy and will carry 12 passengers, with commercial flights 
expected to start in 2025.  (1-2 minutes in length –11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 3 – 8/05/22 – Today marks the first day of the 10-day Florida 
Python Challenge where hunters will compete for cash prizes to catch the biggest 
pythons. Pythons are a species that’s invading the Florida Everglades. The competition 
is a way to raise awareness about the snakes and their impacts on the ecosystem. The 
goal is for participants to remove as many of these snakes as possible. They are not 
native species to Florida, and they prey on Florida wildlife. The hunter that gets the 
most snakes out of the environment takes home $2,500 dollars. (1-2 minutes in length – 
11:30PM)



PROBLEM/NEED 3 – 8/10/22 – It’s not just the plastic that can be seen that’s the 
problem. Microplastics are harmful to the body and the environment. Now researchers 
in China are testing out a high-tech way to clean them from the ocean. They are testing 
robotic fish that can operate in shallow water. They’re controlled by light and help 
remove microplastics under the surface. One researcher explains why these particles are 
so dangerous. (1-2 minutes in length – 11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 3 – 8/16/22 – A new study found alarming levels of dangerous 
metals in popular foods and produce. Viewers are finding out more about the crucial 
information parents and caregivers should know. The American Academy of Pediatrics 
is following the research which found that nearly all foods our babies eat, whether 
store-bought or homemade, contain toxic heavy metals. Metals like Cadmium, Arsenic, 
Lead and Mercury. Metals do occur naturally; however toxic metals are also being 
released into the environment through industrial pollution tainting the soil and water 
used to grow food. Exposure to high amounts can be harmful, especially in babies 
whose bodies are still developing. Toxic heavy metals have been linked to brain 
damage and behavioral problems. So, solution – fresh and frozen are the ideal in many 
ways, wash it, rinse it, and peel it if you can.  (1-2 minutes in length -11:30PM)  

PROBLEM/NEED 3 – 8/22/22 – It’s an organization conducting critical research on 
the Indian River Lagoon. The Ocean Research And Conservation Association or 
“ORCA” is moving to a new home in Vero Beach. They recently ran a million-dollar 
campaign to purchase the new headquarters. They’ll be retrofitting an older building, 
which ORCA says is better for the environment than constructing a brand-new 
building.  (1-2 minutes in length – 11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 3 – 8/25/22 – In broad daylight in August four teenagers were seen 
jumping the fence at the Florida Oceanographic Center with fishing poles in hand. The 
non-profit is allowed to house animals through a strictly regulated state permit for 
educational purposes. There are many protected animals live in the lagoon that’s on 
their property. The teens cast their lines and caught two fish, one was a tarpon which is 
illegal to take them out of the water and a snapper. In a surveillance video they pull off 
party of the tarpon’s jaw and gills before throwing it back. The Center has been broken 
into numerous times in the past according to the Sheriff’s office. Each time staff 
returned to find injured or killed marine life.  (1-2 minutes in length – 11:30PM) 



PROBLEM/NEED 3 –8/31/22 – On hundreds of acres of farmland south of Lake 
Okeechobee – U.S. Sugar is among the massive farming companies growing sugar, 
beans, corn, and other crops in the Everglades Agricultural Area – EAA. The best 
management practices BMP and the regulations that are in place are to support farmers 
and protect the environment. One of the regulations under the Everglades Forever Act – 
requires a 25% reduction of phosphorus in the water that flows south off the farmlands. 
The water then flows through the water treatment areas and ultimately to the 
Everglades. Phosphorus in the soil is essential to farming but can devastate plant and 
wildlife habitat sin the Everglades and food sources when it gets into the water. This  
year U.S. Sugar announced they contributed a 66% reduction in phosphorus runoff.   
(1-2 minutes in length - 11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 3 – 9/01/22 – Loggerhead Marine Life Center has been hard at 
work. As of yesterday, its research team has officially recorded 18,010 nests. Since the 
2022 nesting season began, researchers have been monitoring the beaches. Clean-ups 
are especially important during nesting season because they ensure a safe environment 
for sea turtles and hatchlings coming to and from the water.  To celebrate International 
Coastal Clean-up month, Loggerhead will be stopping at several beaches throughout 
Palm Beach, Broward, and Miami-Dade counties.   (1-2 minutes in length - 11:30PM)  

PROBLEM/NEED 3 – 9/03/22 – And in Indonesia, authorities released three bottle-
nosed dolphins into the open sea. The trio were rescued three years ago from their tiny 
pool in a resort hotel to which they had been sold after spending years performing in a 
traveling circus. They regained their health and strength at the Bali sanctuary, a floating 
pen in a bay that provided a gentler, more natural environment.   (1-2 minutes in length 
– 11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 3 – 9/15/22 – Usually, rainy afternoons are a part of life in the 
summer in Florida, but a lack of rainy days can begin to be a worry for the reservoirs 
West Palm Beach relies on and why they have been locked in a struggle over water in 
Lake Okeechobee. The Assistant City Administrators in West Palm Beach sees the rain 
as gold  - helping the city’s reservoirs and water supply. West Palm Beach has had the 
third driest August on record and the 24th driest year to date. While the Army Corps of 
Engineers is finishing the final management plan which directs Lake Okeechobee water 
to run south - enriching the Everglades and helping the environment, the city of West 
Palm Beach says their water needs also need to be a priority. They need their water 
supply to have certainty. It is a delicate balance. (1-2 minutes in length –11:30PM)



PROBLEM/NEED 3 – 9/24/22 – The Applied Physics and Mathematics building at 
UCSD researchers are working on a biodegradable material that can one day replace all 
plastics. The garbage patches in the ocean where the plastics are collecting  - are in 
every ocean on the planet and some of them are enormous – on in the Pacific Ocean is 
the size of Texas. These plastic patches are one of the greatest environmental threats. 
The researchers are the first group to get a plastic in a product that s high-performance 
product and then demonstrate that it can biodegrade. They have created the world’s first 
biodegradable shoe. The shoes are compostable. Plastics are made from petroleum and 
petroleum comes from algae – so they thought why not make plastics directly from 
algae? So, their next step is to continue to creating products.   (1-2 minutes in length – 
11:30PM)  

PROBLEM/NEED 4 –7/13/22 – COVID-19 cases are still climbing  as the BA-5 
Omicron sub variant spreads across the country. The Health and Human Services 
Department says more than 4,400 patients are being treated for the corona virus It is the 
most patients hospitalized with COVID since February. Health officials are focusing on 
what this means for the future and why even more people could be at risk of infection. 
They fear that cases are being under-reported because of at home tests. With each 
mutation COVID -19 gets more infectious and the more it spreads the more 
opportunities it has to mutate. But doctors remind viewers that they have treatments 
that can help.   (1-2 minutes in length – 7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 4 – 7/20/22 – The Department of Health in Martin County is
hosting classes over two days on how to stop the bleed in the event of traumatic 
injuries. Today is the first time the class will be offered to the public in Martin County. 
The Dept. of Health has already visited County schools and left “Stop The Bleed” kits 
for emergency use. During the sessions participants learn how to apply tourniquets. The 
emergency preparedness coordinator says within just 2-3 minute of a traumatic injury – 
40% of a person’s blood can be lost.  Bleeding is the number one, leading, preventable 
cause of death after a traumatic injury.     (1-2 minutes in length - 7:00AM)`

PROBLEM/NEED  4 –7/20/22– It is three weeks before the new school year begins, 
and it is unclear which Palm Beach County schools will get a registered nurse or a 
certified nurse assistant. At this evening’s school board meeting, the issue was a big 
debate before the board went ahead and approved a new contract with the Healthcare 
District for the supply of nurses. Last year the School District request registered nurses 
in all their schools and it didn’t happen. There are two concerns. One is inequity of care 
if some schools have RNs and other schools have CNAs. The second concern is 
diminished care for students that don’t have health insurance. One of the board 
members said that a visit to a registered nurse at school may be the only healthcare 
screen that child receives all year. So, a CNA is not enough. The Board voted and 
approved the new contract with the Healthcare District.     (1-2 minutes in length –
11:30PM) 



PROBLEM/NEED 4 – 7/22/22 – Residents in Indian River County now have more 
access to  health care coverage. A new, free health care clinic recently opened in 
Fellsmere. Services will be available for people ages 18 to 64.  The Fellsmere 
Volunteer Medical Clinic will see patients two half-days each week. The clinic is run 
by volunteer physicians and nurses who donate several hours each month. 
Appointments are needed to make sure patients meet the financial parameters of the 
free programs. Viewers were encouraged to call the clinic’s number.    (1-2 minutes in 
length –7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 4 – 7/27/22 – There is a Health Alert to be aware of in Martin 
County. Toxic Algae traces were detected on Lake Okeechobee’s eastern shore. People 
are being asked to avoid contact with the water. Just last week, Blue-Green Algae was 
detected in two separate locations near the Lake’s shore. (1-2 minutes in length – 
7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 4 – 7/29/22 –  The T. Leroy Jefferson Medical Society  hosted a 
health fair starting at 9AM at the Boys and Girls Club of Riviera Beach. The fair was 
open to low-income families and those uninsured. Riviera Beach doctors saw hundreds 
of kids for their school screenings. Kids got physicals, vision, dental and hearing 
screenings, This year the society added mental health resources as well. They also 
focused on men’s health. More than 500 kids were seen.  (1-2 minutes in length – 
7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 4 –8/2/22 – The American College of Obstetricians and 
Gynecologists has released a new guideline called the Women’s Preventative Services 
Initiative. And it’s urging clinicians to discuss obesity prevention measure with women 
40 to 60 years old, even if they aren’t obese. And to individualize approaches for 
healthy eating and an active lifestyle. The guideline is getting some resistance. Some 
doctors say it comes across as insensitive for women who have different priorities.(1-2 
minutes in length -7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 4 – 8/03/22 – Today the President is expected to sign an executive 
order on reproductive care. The order builds on a previous one. It supports patients who 
travel out of state for care, and ensures non-discrimination in medical care, and 
promotes research on maternal health. The President and Vice President will also hold 
an interagency task force meeting on reproductive care as well.   (1-2 minutes in length 
– 7:00AM)



PROBLEM/NEED 4 –8/19/22 – The Florida Department of Health is reporting the first 
human case of West Nile Virus (usually confined to birds) in the state. The case was 
found in Central Florida and although the exact location is not known, West Nile Virus 
is transmitted by mosquitos. Health officials say transmission is most common between 
the months of July and September. Symptoms of West Nile Virus include headaches 
and body aches, high fever, neck stiffness or muscle weakness and vision loss. (1-2 
minutes in length – 7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 4 – 8/26/22 –Before a public-school nurse can take care of student, 
she must make sure they have a health consent form in file. It is a new requirement his 
school year because of parental rights legislation demanding written permission for any 
health care service even as simple as a band-aide or an ice pack. Wellness and Equity 
Chiefs say they only get about 60% of the forms back district wide. Parents could check 
a small box on the bottom of their registration form or fill out the separate health form 
to give consent. Many parents did not sign or return the form thinking it would give 
permission to the school to give vaccinations or test for COVID. School nurses not only 
treat injuries but give routine medications, treating allergies and help provide many 
basic services. Having the forms make that all possible.  (1-2 minutes in length – 
11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 4 – 8/31/22 – Along the St. Lucie River on a Wednesday night  
dozens joined in solidarity for the second annual International Overdose Awareness 
event. They read names and lit candles to honor precious lives lost to substance abuse. 
Parents and siblings spoke about how the loss never gets easier. And many have lost 
loved ones to heroin laced with fentanyl. Parents cannot believe how quickly that drug 
takes the lives of users. In Port St. Lucie there have been 16 overdose deaths in August 
alone compared to 18 total last year. The event started last year to bring awareness to 
the Opioid epidemic, and to reduce the stigma associated with substance abuse. On this 
evening the group recognized 75 people who died from substance abuse. (1-2 minutes 
in length – 11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 4 – 9/4/22 – The statistics concerning how many students are 
dealing with mental health issues in our schools is staggering. One in six students has 
planned a suicide attempt in the last year according to the CDC. Teachers are carrying 
more responsibility than ever to make sure their students have access to mental health 
counselling and with identifying mental health issues. Many teachers say the pandemic 
has really done a number on the students. The teachers try and make sure the students 
have access to food, because many children are at the poverty line and do not eat at 
home. If kids aren’t eating, they are not going to be okay mentally. Teachers play a key 
role at a time when many school districts are struggling to find guidance counselors and 
therapists.  (1-2 minutes in length - 7:00AM)



PROBLEM/NEED 4 – 9/5/22  - With summer coming to an end, there is concern 
regarding COVID -19 cases for the holiday season. Health officials ae tracking cases 
after many predict another surge during the cooler months. One thing that may affect 
that is the number of people who stay updated with their booster shots. Data shows that 
48.5% of people got their first booster dose, while only 34% got their second.    (1-2 
minutes in length - 11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 4 – 9/6/22 – Millions of the new COVID019 vaccines are being 
shipped across the country . The FDA and the CD signed off on the updated boosters 
last week. Now health officials are working to get shots into arms as quickly  as 
possible. Experts stress getting this new vaccine is going to be crucial as we head into 
the fall and winter months because there is a possibility for another COVID019 surge. 
Side effects from the newest booster will be less because the dose is lower. The shots 
are available to persons 12 and older and 18 and older depending on the manufacturer.  
(1-2 minutes in length - 11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 4 – 9/26/22 – If viewers were looking to break into the Health Care 
Industry, a career expo was being offered in Palm Beach County. CareerSource Palm 
Beach County held both an in-person and virtual event. The in-person event took  place 
at the Expo Center at the South Florida Fairgrounds. It ran from 9:30AM until 2PM and 
the virtual event ran from 3:30 until midnight. Viewers were told how they could sign 
up for and participate in the event.  (1-2 minutes in length - 11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 5 – 7/05/22–The Heads of Hispanic Chambers of Commerce have 
been encouraging their businesses and members to do two main things – vote in every 
election and respond and be counted every ten years in the census. Asian Americans 
and white Americans were over counted in the last census, but Native Americans were 
undercounted by 1%, Black Americans by more than 3% and Hispanic/Latino 
Americans by 5% three times as high as the decade before. The census is how power, 
and dollars get determined at the state and local level. Billions of dollars in terms of 
infrastructure projects, childcare, housing as well as how many representatives each 
state gets in the U.S. House is determined by the census. 37 states flat out missed out on 
money  specifically related to children like Medicaid and the CHIP program. Florida 
lost $138 million. There are many needs, but it is hard convincing people of color that 
there is power in being counted.  (1-2 minutes in length –11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 5 –7/8/22 – Black and Hispanic Americans are being hit hardest by 
inflation. This is according to the New York Federal Reserve. It estimates the annual 
inflation rate is around 9% but for Hispanic Americans it’s one percent point higher. 
That’s because Hispanics tend to spend more on transportation where priced have 
soared. Hispanic and Black Americans also lost their jobs in greater numbers during the 
pandemic.   (1-2 minutes in length 7:00AM) 



PROBLEM/NEED 5 – 7/12/22 – The owner of a West Palm Beach coffee shop is the 
first recipient of West Palm Beach’s small and minority/woman Business COVID-19 
Recovery Assistance loan program. Jaime Lara owns Salento Coffee Shop. The 
program was created to help small businesses recover from the impact the pandemic 
caused to small businesses. Owners can receive between $5,000 and $20,000 dollars,  
(1-2 minutes in length – 11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 5 – 7/14/22 – Vice President Kamala Harris came to Florida today. 
She met with state Democratic lawmakers to discuss abortion rights. The Vice 
President said the goal was to talk about what the administration and minority caucus 
could do together to ensure access to abortion in Florida. Democrats have raised 
concerns over Florida’s new abortion ban after 15 weeks, which has few exceptions. In 
her remarks, Harris didn’t offer promises but said she agree with Democrats’ concerns, 
particularly how this affects minorities disproportionately.  (1-2 minutes in length – 
11:30PM) 

PROBLEM/NEED 5 – 7/15/22 – A snag in bringing back a historic Black venue in 
West Palm Beach. The minority group picked to run The Sunset Lounge is out. The city 
claims the group broke the city’s ordinances by lobbying for the final contract. The 
Sunset Lounge is one of the big projects for West Palm Beach’s Community 
Redevelopment Agency. The agency pumped nearly $20 million of taxpayer dollars to 
buy the land and renovate the old music venue. It was once a cultural hub for Palm 
Beach County’s Black community, hosting the likes of Duke Ellington and Ella 
Fitzgerald. There is no determination on who will run the venue. Applications for the 
contracts will be accepted.  (1-2 minutes in length – 11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 5 – 7/21/22 –A Haitian father and his Hispanic wife are raising their 
two daughters to be bi-lingual at home. The father Ronald Pierre Paul wanted to make 
sure that his children learned Creole – his native language. But the good news is that 
starting this fall the Palm Beach County School District will be offering Haitian 
Creole/English Dual Language program for students. The plan is for kids starting 
kindergarten to start the program off in August. The program will help students learn 
two languages by being taught in both English and Haitian Creole. Why is  this 
program so important? Florida boasts the largest Haitian population in the U.S. with 
more than half a million folks who identify as Haitian/Haitian American.    
 (1-2 minutes in length – 11:30PM)



PROBLEM/NEED 5 – 7/25/22 – Black, Asian and Hispanic Americans who use health 
insurance through their employer end up paying more in medical bills compared to their 
white counterparts. That’s according to a new analysis from Morgan Health and the 
University of Chicago. Researchers say these populations are more likely to experience 
things like high blood pressure, diabetes, and c-sections. That leads to paying more out-
of-pocket expenses. To make up for what their insurance plan doesn’t cover.   (1-2 
minute in length 11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 5 –8/06/22 – Monkey Pox is disproportionately affecting Black and 
Hispanic men. That’s according to a detailed analysis of Monkey Pox case records 
published by the Centers for Disease Control. According to the CDC’s analysis, more 
than half of the cases were among Black and Hispanics. And the share of cases among 
Black people has grown in recent weeks. A substantial proportion of cases have been 
reported among people with HIV who may be at higher risk of severe illness. The CDC 
says more analysis of that group is underway.  (1-2 minutes in length - 7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 5 – 8/14/22 – The cause is called Souls to the Polls and there are 15 
churches in Palm Beach County that participated in the event. Through the organization 
Faith in Florida volunteers are going church by church and driving or walking with 
people to polling locations. They also helped people register people to vote, update 
their voter information, also help former felons navigate the voting process and more. 
They say this year the new rezoning of district boundaries has created new hurdles for 
some communities. Faith in Florida says they produced a 60% voter turnout in 2020 
and this year some 150 people attended the event at one church alone.  (1-2 minutes in 
length 11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 5 –8/20/22  -  As people cast their ballots, places like the 
Guatemalan Maya Center is calling on members of the minority community to cast 
their vote, according to the census numbers. Since 2020 there’s been an increase in the 
Hispanic and Latino population in Palm Beach County and Lake Worth Beach as week 
as indigenous Mayan community members. The center has now partnered with the 
Hispanic Federation to help register people to vote, including many first-generation 
voters.    (1-2 minutes in length –7:00AM)



PROBLEM/NEED 5 – 8/22/22 – Many viewers have grown up with video games at 
schools but now those games have improved a lot as they are now helping students 
learn about different cultures and themselves. Maria Burns-Ortiz is the co-founder of 7 
Generation Games. In a quiet street in Minneapolis game developers create fun, 
interactive video games that combine math, history, and culture. The games focus 
largely on indigenous communities as well as Latino communities  - which are not  
usually the focus of educational video games. But the games teach math and history to 
students not just in English but also in Spanish and in languages spoken by Native 
American tribes like Ojibwe and Lakota. With every culture they work with to develop 
the games – they work with elders and cultural experts. Studies from the U.S. 
Department of Education show that students of color in public schools lag behind in 
math skills. While Hispanics make up 25% of students, they represent only 17% of 
those who pass Algebra 1 in 8th grade. Indigenous students represent less than half a 
percent (.4%) of those passing.    (1-2 minutes in length - 11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 5– 9/15/22 – Today marks the beginning of National Hispanic 
Heritage month. Cities throughout the nation hold events between September 15th and 
October 15th to observe the month. Here in Florida almost 5 million Latinos and 
Hispanics call Florida home that’s according to the Hispanic Federation. That means at 
least one in four people in Florida is Hispanic or is of Hispanic descent.  (1-2 minutes 
in length - 7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 5 – 9/07/22 –  New numbers reveal an estimate 10.5 million 
children have lost a caregiver due to the COVID pandemic. Research published in the 
medical journal JAMA Pediatrics found that the majority of those children were 
orphaned. While 3 million lost their primary caregiver, most of the children impacted 
were in Africa and Southeast Asia. A study from the American Academy of Pediatrics 
found minority children accounted for 65% of children orphaned by COVID-19.   (1-2 
minutes in length – 7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 5 – 9/09/22–  The housing market continues to stay competitive in 
Florida. A new report found Hispanic families are expected to become a majority of 
new homeowners across the country. The Urban Institute  - a research group based out 
of Washington D.C. released a new study showing 70% of new homeowners in the next 
20 years will come from the Hispanic community that do not have mortgages. A Large 
portion of those potential home buyers are in Florida.  (1-2 minutes in length – 
11:30PM)



PROBLEM/NEED 5 –9/14/22 –A large dispute went on in the city of Palm Beach 
Shores where a local African American group is now upset that City Council woman 
Julie Botel spread rumors about the group and potential for violence at a 4th of July 
Beach party on Singer Island that the group had gotten legal permits to hold. The event 
was cancelled by the city from pressure by local residents, and now the group from 
West Riviera Beach is petitioning to have Botel removed. The signatures’ addresses on 
the petition did not include the county of each signatory as required by Florida law and 
therefore became invalid. The minority group is fired up and will be working to get out 
the vote at the next election and remove some city council members.    (1-2 minutes in 
length –11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 5 – 9/15/22 –Damon Arredondo is the founder and brewer of 
Rizoma Mexican beer. It is a Mexican lager with meaning. Arredondo grew up in a 
predominantly white suburb of Kansas City and he only recently connect with his 
Hispanic roots. He wants others to feel heard no matter where they are on their cultural 
journey, each Rizoma can has a QR code. It will eventually lead to individual minority 
stories to promote deeper understanding. He wants to use his platform for good. So, 
whether someone is Latin-X, Hispanic, Latino, Mexican American they should feel 
represented by this product.     (1-2 minutes in length – 11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 5 – 9/22/22 – House Republicans ae rolling out their solution to the 
border crisis. Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy’s Commitment to America agenda, is a 
legislative roadmap similar to former speaker Newt Gingrich’s 1994 Contract with 
America. On the boarder the GOP plans to end catch and release and reinstate the 
remain in Mexico policy and finish the border wall. Democrats are under pressure to do 
something about migrants being bussed to sanctuary cities. But talks on immigration 
reform are stalled on Capitol Hill. Republicans see Southern Border Security as a top 
issue that will bring out voters.  (1-2 minutes in length – 11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 6 –7/05/22 – Since the pandemic, state and local public education 
employment has fallen nearly 5% according to the Economic Policy Institute. Data 
from the Bureau of Labor Statistics shows about 300,000 teachers and other public-
school staff leaving the field. Not every state tracks the turnover, but the Bureau does. 
And school systems are scrambling to attract teachers and  employees for support staff 
before the start of the school year. (1-2 minutes in length - 11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 6 – 7/7/22 – The Biden Administration has announced new changes 
to the Federal Student Loan system. Some of the elements of the new proposal include 
changes to how interest accrues for a Federal Student Loan. It also includes an overhaul 
of the public service loan forgiveness system. These changes could impact as many as 
40 million Americans. The public has 30 days to comment on the Education 
Department’s proposed regulation and the final rules will go into effect no later than 
July 1st of next year.  (1-2 minutes in length - 7:00AM)
 



PROBLEM/NEED 6 – 70/7/22 – Florida school grades have far exceeded expectations. 
Today the Florida Department  of Education released school grades for the 2021-2022 
academic year. These school grades mark the first full school grade data release since 
2019 due to the lack of assessments during COVID-19. One key highlight, 100% of 
school graded “F” in 2019 improved their grades in 2022, including one that earned a 
“B” and six that earned a “C.”  (1-2 minutes in length –11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 6 –7/08/22 – The president of the largest Florida teachers’ union 
says he feels state educators are under attack. The Parental Rights in Education Law 
that went into effect on July 1st,  is leaving teachers feeling vulnerable and confused. 
The law regulates how elementary school teachers discuss sexual orientation and 
gender identity in their classrooms, as well as how they talk about racial issues. 
Teachers who went to the civic training (which was voluntary not mandatory) told 
Union President Andrew Spar there were told to teach Christian religion. Which could 
be seen as a conflict of separation of church and state. Spar says low teacher pay and 
teacher shortages should be higher priorities for the Department of Education.   
(1-2 minutes in length – 7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 6 – 7/10/22 – School maybe out for the summer, but districts are 
hard at work trying to hire teachers to fill classrooms for the fall. However, a growing 
industry has a different solution – provide remote teachers from across the country. 
Some are saying this is the way of the future. Education technology companies like 
Elevate K-12  - a live streaming instruction platform  - are growing, especially in areas 
where hiring a teacher can be tough like rural or remote locations. The company is 
seeing more interest from teachers in joining their platform for flexibility of schedule 
and location. It is just one of the many ways districts are looking to combat the teacher 
shortage.  (1-2 minutes in length – 11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 6 – 7/13/22 –  Martin County is trying to hold on to the teachers 
they have teaching in the district. The vice-president of the local teaches’ union is 
concerned that if the millage rate is extended, teachers would not get as big a piece of 
the pie as they had before. But the School Board Chair in fact they will be getting more. 
Proposals from the district have teachers getting anywhere from 9.6 to 10.3 million 
dollars if the existing millage passes in August. Teachers are engaged in another 
bargaining session with the district and are relived this hurdle may have cleared.   
 (1-2 minutes in length -11:30PM)



PROBLEM/NEED 6 – 7/20/22 –An announcement about some options for families 
who are trying to crunch the numbers and afford college. The City of Riviera Beach is 
offering some financial relief. Qualifying high school students who live in the city have 
until July 29th to submit an application. Students must be enrolled full time at an 
accredited college or trade school by September 30th.  (1-2 minutes in length –
11:30PM) 

PROBLEM/NEED 6 – 8/01/22 – Palm Beach County students have a little more than a 
week left in summer before heading back to the classroom for the new school year. 
Today District leaders gave their back-to-school update covering everything parents 
and families need to know. Everything from school safety, transportation, and staffing 
concerns. One thing that was not talked about was COVID-19. School leaders say the 
District will no longer operate a COVID case dashboard or require families to notify 
them of a positive test. But they are still seeing big staffing shortages spill over. They 
need about 80 bus drivers, 100 custodians and 400 teachers before the school year 
begins.  (1-2 minutes in length – 11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 6 – 8/22/22 – A warm and loud welcome for about 800 new 
teachers in Palm Beach County. This is Teacherfest – a one-stop-shop for all the 
information and resources new educators need n Palm Beach County. Having the event 
in-person again brings a renewed energy for the participants. Justin Katz the CTA 
President is concerned about the teacher shortage and the state’s ability to be 
competitive. Florida has gone from 37th in the nation for teacher pay to 48th. Florida is 
almost dead last and that is compensation, working conditions, politicization of public 
education. Right now, Palm Beach County has about 400 teacher openings, which is 
much higher than the average 200 they usually have heading into a new school year. 
The Superintendent says the shortage means possibly combining classes and moving 
District specialists to cover classrooms.   (1-2 minutes in length - 11:30PM)

 

PROBLEM/NEED 6 –8/4/22 – Thousands of backpacks stuffed with school supplies 
will soon make their way into Palm Beach County students’ hands. The Education 
Foundation of Palm Beach County is holding a school supply drive. They’ll deliver the 
backpacks to 18 elementary schools. They hope to hand out over 21,000 bags this year, 
Last year they gave out 7,500.    (1-2 minutes in length – 7:00AM)



PROBLEM/NEED 6 – 8/9/22 – We followed a First-Grade teacher who is shopping the 
bonus section of the Education Foundation of Palm Beach County’s Red Apple 
Supplies store. She spends about $1,000 on her classroom each school year. So do 
many teachers. When they have an opportunity to shop for free at Red Apple Supplies, 
they take it. Red Apple Supplies  works with 76 Palm Beach County schools where a 
majority of students are living at or below the poverty line. Twice a year, teachers can 
place an order for whatever classroom supplies they need. Volunteers come her to Red 
Apple Supplies and get the items off their list and it really adds up. One order was 
$281. The teachers will tell you that they kids learn so much better when they have the 
supplies they need.  (1-2 minutes in length –11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 6 – 8/10/22 –The Superintendent of Schools in St. Lucie County 
says the school will have a laser sharp focus on student behavior, because they’re still 
noticing a shift over the last two years when schools were shut down for months during 
the pandemic. The District has identified so-called “extreme behavior” possibly 
stemming from the social isolation of two years ago. The Superintendent has a 
consistent plan and policy to handle any issue that may pop up. One solution is hiring 
what’s called intervention teachers who will work one-on-one with struggling students. 
A total of 60 additional positions were added this year which may have deepened the 
teacher shortage. But they are optimistic their recruitment efforts will get those 
vacancies filled.    (1-2 minutes in length – 7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 6 – 8/17/22 – U.S. Schools can’t hire enough qualified teachers to 
fully staff their classrooms. And some Florida schools are so desperate, that the 
Governor wants to recruit military veterans and others who don’t have education 
degrees. He also wants to include first responders who have bachelor’s degrees. It’s not  
just teachers – bus drivers can be hard to hire these days. One school principal and 
athletic director are applying for commercial driver’s licenses to help. So why are 
educators leaving?  Some cite COVID-19, others say it is diminished control as lesson 
content becomes politicized. Education is also a demanding field with comparatively 
low pay. The Economic Policy Institute says last year public school teachers made 
almost 24% less than other college graduates. Many do secondary jobs to pay the bills.  
(1-2 minutes in length –7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 6 – 9/6/22 – The new school year kicked off about a month ago and 
one Palm Beach County School has a little more to brag about this year. Hidden Oaks 
K-8 school jumped up two letter grades since 2021. They were stuck as a “C” for years 
but through a lot of hard work even during the pandemic, they now raised their grades 
up to an “A.” Through problem solving and hard work they created success. The 
principal says it took everyone working together for a common goal. There’s no magic 
formula. School grades are determined through a series of achievement scores and 
learning gains in math, English and more. Each teacher worked to bring their classes up 
and make sure their students felt safe and ready to learn.  (1-2 minutes in length -
11:30PM)



PROBLEM/NEED 6 – 9/06/22 – A top honor was bestowed tonight for Florida 
universities. A new national ranking had Florida as the top state for best colleges. 
That’s according to a new study from U.S. News and World Report. Florida is home to 
three universities that place in the top 100. They based the rankings on factors like 
affordability, graduation rates, educational attainment, and debt after graduating. 
Florida ranked number one for pricing. Making Florida the cheapest state for higher 
education.  (1-2 minutes in length – 11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 6 - 9/19/22 – In light of the President’s recent student loan 
forgiveness the Education Department at Florida Atlantic University says students can 
expect applications to open by early next month. Officials recommend applying for 
loan relief before November 15th. That’s because it could take 6 weeks to get the 
cancellation. So, students will want to get it eliminated by the time the payment pause 
on federal loans expires on December 31st.   (1-2minutes in length  - 7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 6   - 9/19/22 – As school districts nationwide grapple with teacher 
shortages, some are looking internationally to recruit. The Palm Beach County School 
District has a multimillion-dollar contract to bring in qualified teachers from all over 
the world to work in our local schools. In Riviera Beach, Ralph Paddayuman is not only 
new to the District, but he is also new to the country. He is from the Philippines. And 
he is one of five teachers at Mary McLeod Bethune Elementary School hired 
internationally this year. His wife is another. The teachers being hired are from the 
Philippines, Honduras, Jamaica, and Spain. The teachers have a learning curve as well. 
The School Board unanimously approved a contract with Educational Partners 
International that can cost up  to $8 million dollars a year. The company gets paid 
$13,500 per educator for administrative fees and the teachers’ salaries are on the same 
pay scale as U.S. Teachers with equal degrees and experience.   
(1-2 minutes in length – 11:30PM) 

PROBLEM/NEED 6 – 9/23/22 – Governor Ron DeSantis announced a big investment 
in Florida education. The Governor announced roughly two million dollars to boost 
entrepreneur training and education in 17 school districts and eight state colleges. In the 
viewing area, Martin County and Indian River County School Districts are set to 
receive $50,000 each. The St. Lucie County School District is set to receive $100,000. 
According to the Governor, Florida leads the nation in the number of students earning 
an entrepreneur or small business certification.   (1-2 minutes in length – 11:30PM)



PROBLEM/NEED 6 – 9/24/22 – A profile of a mother who started home schooling her 
daughter more than a decade ago and she has been an advocate for home schooling ever
since.  While conducting evaluations for 2,000 home school students every year, she
noticed a need that wasn’t being filled. In the state of Florida there is nothing where a
home schooler can come and look at the curriculum they want to use during the school
year.  Where they can actually pick up a book, pick up a game and test it out. So, she
opened up Home School Hive. And parents are coming in and say how they can
actually touch and see and go through and compare and then make an educated decision
not just based on a couple of sample pages on the Internet. While home schooling 
increased during the pandemic, parents can’t always do it alone. She doesn’t just sell
the materials, she holds workshops at the Hive guiding parents on how to teach it.
(1-2 minutes in length – 11:30PM)
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CURRENT TOPICS.

WPTV produced a half hour weekly News and Political talk show entitled “To the 
Point with Michael Williams.” The show is hosted by news anchor Michael Williams 
and features a roundtable discussion of the week’s political news and an interview with 
a local newsmaker.

PROBLEM/NEED  4  – 7/03/22 –A discussion of the Florida Abortion lawsuit and the 
likelihood that Governor DeSantis will put even more restrictions or outlaw abortions 
completely with no exceptions for rape or incest, in much the same way as other 
governors in other states.  Participating  in the roundtable were Brian Crowley political 
analyst, and Patrick Franklin Exec. Director of the Urban League of Palm Beach 
County.  (30 minutes in length 12:00PM Sundays)

PROBLEM/NEED 6 – 7/10/22 – In the wake of the Uvalde mass shooting an interview 
with Chief Deputy  John Budensiek with Martin County Sheriff’s Office on what can be 
done to protect soft targets like preschools/daycare and elementary schools.  (30 minutes 
in length 12:00PM Sundays)



PROBLEM/NEED  6  – 7/31/22 – Jeff Browning,  Jennifer Showalter, and Amanda 
Silvestri  - all three are candidates for Palm Beach County School Board District 6 were 
interviewed. All three were asked what they thought the most pressing issues were 
facing the School District and what they would to do help. They were all asked their 
opinion of the Parental Rights in Education Law and how it is impacting the way the 
District schools are teaching.   (30 minutes in length 12:00PM Sundays)

PROBLEM/NEED 6 – 8/07/22 – Marcia Andrews and Deanne Ewers – both candidates 
for Palm Beach County School Board District 6  were interviewed and they were asked 
to assess the current state of the School District and what they thought  were the 
District’s biggest challenges and how they would overcome them.  (30 minutes in 
length – 12:00PM Sundays)

PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 8/14/22 – Michelle McGovern, Sylvia Sharps And Rep. Matt 
Willhite – all three candidates for the Palm Beach County commission were 
interviewed and asked the same questions about over development of the downtown, 
affordable housing, Belle Glade and Pahokee and the disparate economic situations. As 
well as what an inflated economy or recession means for the tourism business that 
sustains so much of the area.  (30 minutes in length – 12:00PM Sundays)

PROBLEM/NEED  1 – 9/18/22 – Sara Baxter – candidate for Palm Beach County 
Commission District 6 was interviewed about the work of the county commission and 
what she thought a recession would do for the county. Affordable housing is non-
existent in the county and businesses are having a hard time recruiting workers who 
cannot afford to live here.  Ms. Baxter was asked for her plan on how to tackle these 
large economic issues.  (30 minutes in length – 12:00PM Sundays)

PROBLEM/NEED  1 – 9/25/22 – Michelle McGovern who is a candidate for the Palm 
Beach County Commission District 6 race spoke about her plan to help solving the 
current housing crisis here in the county and what her past career experiences are that 
make her a qualified candidate for the county commission seat. The economy of the 
county is largely based on tourism and hospitality and if no workers can afford to live 
in the area – restaurants, hotels, cultural hot spots cannot staff up to serve patrons. (30 
minutes in length – 12:00PM Sundays)


