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LIST OF COMMUNITY PROBLEMS AND NEEDS OF AREA SERVED
BY STATION WHDT (SCRIPPS BROADCASTING

Holdings LLC) STUART, FLORIDA
(January 1, 2022 – March 31, 2022)

1. The unending strains put on the economy and the housing situation by the post-
pandemic recovery and the ensuing inflation due to pandemic caused shortages.

2. The continuing challenges facing our educational system that include governmental 
regulation.

3. The needs of the health care system and its urgency to keep up with changing 
demands.

4. The ongoing struggles that the Black and Hispanic communities continue to encounter.

5. The issue of crime and the increases in violent crime specifically.
 
6.  The challenges to preserve the delicate ecological environment of South Florida.

 



WPTV SIGNIFICANT PROGRAMS AND BROADCAST EFFORTS IN RESPONSE 
TO THE FOREGOING NEEDS AND PROBLEMS OF THE COMMUNITY

1. A. TITLE: Various D.SOURCE: Local
   B.  TIME/DAY: Within 5am, 6am E.FREQUENCY: Weekly
         12pm, 5, 5:30 6 & 11pm or Sundays at 6:30am

C. TYPE: Public Affairs

Reports and interviews usually two to three minutes in length, which expand upon 
current problems and issues facing the community.

PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 1/01/22 – With the new year comes a record number of 
COVID-19 cases in the United States. An interview with a professor of emergency 
medicine at Brown University’s School of Public Health highlighted the concern that 
the country’ economy was likely to shut down not from government policies or 
mandates but because so many Americans had fallen ill from the virus. Illness caused 
cancellations throughout airports, hospitals, and transportation hubs. As children are 
returning to school after the holiday break, and most of them are  unvaccinated, health 
specialists are concerned there could be a debilitating wave of illness that would 
severely affect the country’s economic operation.  (1-2 minutes in length –11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 1/04/22 – The country is preparing for rate hikes in the interest 
rates. The first hikes will be seen in credit card debt and home equity lines of credit that 
variable rate debt tends to reprice very quickly. Mortgage rates tend to move in advance 
because mortgage rates are based more on the outlook for the economy and inflation. 
Financial analysts advise viewers to pay down credit card debt before the rate increases 
take effect. (1-2 minutes in length – 7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 1/5/22 – The 2022 Winter Equestrian Festival in Wellington is 
in full swing, and spectators are being welcomed back this year to cheer on riders. The 
13-week event features more than 8,000 horses and brings in thousands of spectators 
from around the world. The festival is also a major contributor to the local economy. 
The highlight of the season is the return of “Saturday Night Lights” which kicks off this 
weekend with a $75,000 competition.   (1-2 minutes in length – 7:30PM)
 
PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 01/14/22 – The Stuart Boat Show organizers are expecting over 
18,000 people to walk the docks over the course of the weekend. The three-day event 
brings an enormous impact to the local Martin County economy. Every local hotel is 
sold out, restaurants will be filled. Organizers say they’re implementing some COVID 
precautions such as extra hand sanitizer, hand washing stations and only allowing a 
limited number of people on the boats at one time. Masks will not be required. And the 
show brings in many vendors of fishing equipment, clothing, and jewelry as well. (1-2 
minutes in length - 7:00AM)



PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 2/05/22 – The January jobs report has brought good news for 
workers, the U.S. economy, and the President despite the Omicron surge forcing 
workers to take leave for illness, or to care for sick relatives or kids out of school. The 
Labor Dept.  said U.S. employers added 467,000 jobs during the first month of 2022 
beating mainstream economists’ expectations. The unemployment rated ticked up to 
4% , as more Americans actively sought employment. Leisure and hospitality added 
151,000 jobs which is a big portion of Florida’s economy. While the economy is 
starting to move past the pandemic, there are still challenges which includes gas prices 
creeping back up and wages unable to keep pace with inflation.  (1-2 minutes in length 
–7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 2/12/22 – The Martin County Fair is in full swing, and 
organizers say the fair attendance has remained steady with some 50,000 per day and 
even the vendors are helping the local economy. Every vendor must buy produce every 
day and most are purchasing from a local produce supplier right down the road. The 
fair vendors are also buying gas and supplies in the community. This is the 63rd year of 
the fair, and the staff is hoping to relocate the 9 acres of the fair and expand it to 1—
acres in Indiantown in ensuing years.  (1-2 minutes in length – 11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 2/14/22 – State data showing the average salaries in West Palm 
Beach, coupled with the current cost to rent a one bedroom – registered nurses are 
spending 27% of their annual salaries on renting. Elementary school teachers are 
spending 36%. The average waiter and waitress without roommates will spend 75% of 
their income on rent. The Executive Director of the Downtown Development Authority 
says 30% of county jobs are downtown but rising rents could push out the local 
workforce. The city must do everything it can to make sure the workforce can be in 
reasonable proximity of jobs. (1-2 minutes in length - 11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 02/16/22 – Today viewers will get a clearer hint of how the 
Federal Reserve plans to raise interest rates. The Federal Reserve will release the 
minutes from its January meeting, and while it has not raised rates yet, it has expressed 
concern for record high inflation and its impact on the economy. Economists predict the 
Federal Reserve will raise rates for the first time since 2018 as early as March and some 
economists are predicting as many as six rate hikes in the next year.   (1-2 minutes in 
length - 7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 02/16/22 – The CEO of RentPath announced that right now the 
country is in a stage where occupancy rates are at 97.5 % , which if someone predicted 
that percentage two years ago, it would have been considered ridiculous. 94-95% is 
considered full occupancy in the country. Now that there is a work-from-home 
economy, and people can live wherever they want, workers can leave large, congested 
cities like New York and live in Denver or at a beach town. Nebraska is the only state 
where the price for a one-bedroom apartment went down. Some experts think the rental 
market will start to stabilize later this year.   (1-2 minutes in length –7:30PM)



PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 2/21/22 – Every year is a gamble for farmers, but inflation is 
raising the stakes. The farm manager of Astin Farms in Plant City says inflation is 
really taking a toll on the cost of production. Everything is costing farmers more 
including things like fertilizer. Staple items that farmers use in their day-to-day 
operation, everything from fuel to freight. The strawberries Astin Farms grows are sold 
at Publix, Walmart, and Aldi. Though there’s been a supermarket price surge, Astin 
Farms is not charging more for their crops which is hurting their bottom line. The 
produce they are selling now was price-determined months ago and so having to honor 
those prices is impacting them now. Going forward the Farms will have to raise prices 
to compensate for that, which unfortunately will go directly to the consumer’s cost. The 
owner of the farmers’ market had said the prices on fresh produce has gone up between 
20% to 100%.  Buying local is the one thing everyone can do to support local farmers 
and the local economy.   (1-2 minutes in length – 7:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 2/28/22 – While Tesla is probably the best-known electric car 
manufacturer, for 2022 electric means much more than Tesla. Mainstream car 
manufacturers are now going all in on electric and plug-in hybrids, including even the 
top selling Ford F-150 pick-up. Buyers are looking at the Mustang Mach E, and an 
electric Jeep Wrangler. With gas prices well over $3 dollars a gallon, electric cars can 
be a real savings, and the government wants to help people buy one. If viewers check 
the site Fueleconomy.gov  there are thousands of dollars of credits on Jeep, Hyundai, 
Mustang, Toyota, and Nissan electric models among others. And the number of 
charging stations are increasing as well. Electric cars used to only be for the rich but 
now the market has expanded for everyday Americans. (1-2 minutes in length –
7:00AM)  

PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 3/02/22  – There was another measurement of the strength of 
the economy with the monthly employment report. The ADP employment report tracks 
private sector employment representing 26 million workers. Last month’s report 
surprised experts when it showed a drop of 301,000 jobs from December to January, 
when the Omicron variant was just starting its fast spread across the country. Another 
updated report will be released before the stock market opens today.  (1-2 minutes in 
length 7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 3/03/22– Fewer Americans applied for unemployment benefits 
last week reflecting a low level of layoffs across the economy. Jobless claims fell by 
18,000 to 215,000 for the week ending February 26th. The four-week average for claims 
fell by 6,000. In total more than 1.4 million were collecting unemployment. The chair 
of the Federal Reserve, signaled to lawmakers on Capitol Hill that another rate hike 
could be coming later this month. The Federal Reserve wants to get the record high 
inflation under control and could act more aggressively if necessary. The crisis in 
Ukraine will require the Central Bank to proceed carefully as the country learns more 
about the implications on the economy.  (1-2 minutes in length – 7:00AM)



PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 3/4/22 –The economy is rebounding better than expected. The 
U.S. added 678,000 jobs last month. And that statistic blew past expectations and is the 
best month for job growth since last July. The Unemployment rate fell to a new 
pandemic low at 3.8%. The Bureau of Labor Statistics says most of the new jobs were 
at restaurants and bars.   (1-2 minutes in length – 7:30PM)  

PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 3/8/22 – As average gas prices in the state rise by 15 cents a 
gallon in one day and have reached record levels in Florida, President Biden enacts a 
ban on Russian Oil, most of which goes to Hawaii and the West Coast. What will the 
cost be in Florida? A professor of supply chain management at USF says expect the 
prices to climb a bit more to about $4.50 a gallon. There is a balancing act to decide 
how much oil to release from the national reserves. A stock trader believes that Wall 
Street will bounce back from the fall induced by spiking gas prices. When stocks reach 
a 20% loss from their highs, that’s considered a bear market, and we are very close to 
that. If a bear market occurs, it forecasts a slowdown or recession.  (1-2 minutes in 
length –11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 3/09/22 – The impact of oil prices is bleeding into so many 
other areas of the American economy. About 60% of all oil globally is consumed for 
fuel, which means that 40 percent of it goes to other things. Such as plastic for 
smartphones, packaging for products and even fertilizer contains fossil fuels. Produce at 
the grocery stores, even grains that are used for the chickens that produce eggs – all of 
that is impacted by higher oil prices. Even the glasses you wear have some components 
that contain some petroleum-based derivatives. So, groceries, electronics, even the 
trucks that deliver products are all paying more, and the American consumer will feel 
the price increases across the board.   (1-2 minutes in length – 7:00AM) 

PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 3/11/22 – Many fans have been flocking to the ballpark 
desperate to see some baseball and catch a glimpse of the players and perhaps an 
autograph. Spring training is officially underway after being delayed several weeks. 
Many fans cancelled trips, and other came to Florida and didn’t get a chance to see a 
game because of the lockout between players and owners. And the local economy has 
taken a big hit. Restaurants, hotels, car rentals and airlines all lost money. But fans 
disappointment has been wiped away. The ball players will play a complete schedule 
and the contract is for 5 years so hopefully fans won’t have a lockout to worry about 
any time soon.  (1-2 minutes in length – 7:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 2 –1/05/22  – School District leaders in Palm Beach County say the 
Omicron COVID surge will likely have a noticeable impact on education and school 
transportation. They are continuing to implement COVID mitigation strategies such as 
enhanced cleaning and the use of special air filters. The district ruled out a potential 
return to emote learning if staffing shortages do become an issue. The Governor’s 
executive order allowing online instruction has expired. Due to state law – students 
cannot be mandated to wear masks however the district is strongly recommending 
them. For staff members and visitors – masks will be required.  (1-2 minutes in length 
7:00AM)



PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 1/11/22 – A profile of the Mandel Public Library and their free 
homework help to students in grades K through 12. Everyone is welcome and no 
registration is required. Most libraries were not offering services like that 10 years ago 
and now so many more are. The librarians know the needs of the community are 
evolving rapidly. They are fielding questions about rental assistance and homelessness. 
The latest open position the library has posted for is – social worker. That position will 
pair well with the library’s robust programs to connect kids to food and education. The 
homework center was a cutter-edge program 10 years ago when it launched, the library 
is hoping the Social Work program for youth and families will also be cutting-edge and 
widely successful in libraries across the country.   (1-2 minutes in length  - 11:30PM) 

PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 1/12/22 – In a recent press conference Florida Governor Ron 
DeSantis hammered down on education. He’s pledging more bonuses for teachers, 
ending FSA testing in public schools and a ban on critical race theory from classrooms 
which educators say isn’t even taught in Florida. The Governor also wants to add more 
teacher bonuses.  (1-2 minutes in length -7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 1/19/22 – A Florida bill limiting Critical Race Theory in the 
classroom and workplace cleared its first committee hurdle. It’s a goal for the 
Governor, who is facing re-election this year. Opponents worry it’ll chill race education 
and open a floodgate of litigation. In a party-line vote, Republicans pushed through 
State Bill 148 which they say will prevent discrimination in the workplace and public 
schools. While it is not exactly the Stop WOKE Act Gov. DeSantis pitched last year, 
businesses could be hit with $10,000 fines for requiring CRT-based training. Teachers 
are also prohibited from trying to indoctrinate or persuade students to a particular point 
of view on race topics. Proponents say CRT imposes a perspective on history. 
Opponents like the NAACP, ACLU and PTA feel it is a censorship bill that will open 
the floodgate to frivolous lawsuits. The bill has one more stop in the Senate and there is 
a similar version in the House. (1-2 minutes in length – 7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 1/25/22 –The State Senate Education Committee gave 
unanimous support to State Bill 1576. Under the bill, Superintendents must track 
critical shortages of support staff positions like bus drivers, janitors, or cafeteria 
workers. If the vacancies reach 20%, the policy requires Districts to fund incentives to 
retain and recruit people for these positions. Every employee of a school district makes 
a meaningful contribution to a child’s education. The Florida Education Association is 
among those backing the bill, hoping it’s cut down on ballooning shortages in public 
schools.   (1-2 minutes in length - 11:30PM) 



PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 2/01/22 – Members at the Smith and Moore Family Teen Center 
in Belle Glade can soon apply for up to $1,500 dollars per year to go towards their 
education. Just a year after opening their new teen center, leaders in the organization 
say this is furthering their efforts to focus on science and technology course work, 
which will also hopefully lead the students to more higher paying jobs. Right now, in 
Belle Glade, nearly half of the population is living in poverty, according to Career 
Source. (1-2 minutes in length 7:00AM) 

PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 2/02/22 – The plans for a new Advanced Workforce Training 
Complex on the campus of Indian River State College were unveiled. The complex will 
be 60,000 square feet and will be home to several high demand programs such as 
HVAC, Refrigeration, Welding and Auto and Marine Manufacturing. It is scheduled to 
open in 2023. This new facility will be equipped with the most modern technology to 
help students get the training they need and will use daily once entering the workforce. 
The size of the new building will also allow enrollment to increase by roughly 30%. 
The college is focused on giving students a more holistic education including skills 
needed to become an entrepreneur and start their own business if they so choose.   
(1-2 minutes in length – 7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 2/14/22 – The City of West Palm Beach wants to boost 
children’s reading and math skills. West Palm Beach Mayor Keith James says $25,000 
of City money and another $8,000 from the Community Redevelopment Agency will 
be used to create $3,000 grants for elementary schools in need. While it’s not clear the 
impact that money will have on reading and math skills, Mayor James says the goal is 
to have the city do whatever it can to help.    (1-2 minutes in length 11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 2/16/22 – Several conservative mothers’ groups have cropped 
up across the state that have turned school board meetings into battlegrounds. It began 
with a battle over the requirement of masks in schools and have expanded to include 
Critical Race Theory, banning certain books from school libraries, transparency in 
curriculum and finances and parental control of teacher’s curriculum. Parents groups on 
the other side have formed to do battle and push back and teachers and School District 
leaders are being squeezed in the middle. Most parents want to improve public 
education, but most do not want to implement unilateral mandates to handle issues that 
don’t even exist in some cases.   (1-2 minutes in length - 11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 2/17/22 – The U.S. Education Department is canceling another 
$415 million dollars in student loan debt. The decision impacts tens of thousands of 
borrowers who were misled by for-profit colleges. The Education Department has 
cancelled about $2 billion dollars in debt from over 100,000 borrowers. More relief 
could be on the way as the Department continues to review pending applications. (1-2 
minutes in length - 7:00AM)

 



PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 2/23/22 –The vote was unanimous 7 to 0, Palm Beach County 
School Board Members approved sending a letter to Tallahassee. They are opposing 
House Bill 1557 and Senate Bill 1834 – both officially called the “Parental Rights in 
Education” measure. The Bills ban instruction on sexual orientation or gender identity 
in kindergarten through third grade, or in a manner that is not age-appropriate or 
developmentally appropriate for students. The Palm Beach County School Board 
members say the most important issue for them is that they protect the county’s 
children, all the county’s children.   (1-2 minutes in length – 11:30PM) 

PROBLEM/NEED 2 –2/28/22 – About 100 Glade View Elementary School families 
got to be part of a history making day. They are the first are to go live on the long-
anticipated Wi-Fi Mesh Network. The School District, The Education Foundation, the 
County, and others began working on the project in 2020 when the pandemic revealed 
thousands of families did not have reliable internet access. So, they went to work 
installing poles and radios which created a network in areas that need it most. This 
helps level the playing field for all students. (1-2 minutes in length –7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 3/3/22 – While it sounds too good to be true there are no catches 
in the promise. The tuition free program is for graduating seniors from any of the area 
public high schools on the Treasure Coast and Okeechobee. Students must graduate 
high school with a 2.0 GPA and maintain a 2.0 GPA while at Indian River State 
College. They must also remain fully enrolled – which means taking 12 credit hours in 
the fall and spring and 6 in the summer. IRSC president Dr. Timothy Moore says it will 
help as many as 9,000 students in the area. He says the value saved is north of $6,000. 
Right now, this is a one-year program for seniors graduating this school year. (1-2 
minutes in length – 7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 3/7/22 – As students head into the final stretch of the school 
year, the Palm Beach County District Administrators say they are seeing some good 
signs of recovery from pandemic related academic losses. Improvements in reading 
skills are leading the bounce back but students are still struggling when it come to math 
according to mid-year testing. The data also pointed to losses in the sciences. The 
district has hired almost 300 people for positions directly related to making up for lost 
learning. There are some students who are still “missing in action” from classrooms.  
Most of the students tend to be in the older grade levels but some are elementary age as 
well. School leaders are looking into alternative forms of education for high schoolers 
who may now have jobs to help support their families. They have been able to re-enroll 
dozens of students in Palm Beach County schools. (1-2 minutes in length - 11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 3/09/22 –  Today Palm Beach County School Board members 
will begin to discuss the proposed attendance zone changes for several schools in Boca 
Raton. The first reading of the proposed changed will be taking place in the School 
District’s Board room. The new zones will affect the new Blue Lake Elementary 
School , Addison Mizner School, Calusa Elementary, J.C. Mitchell Elementary and 
Verde K-8. If approved, changes would take effect for the next school year. (1-2 
minutes in length - 7:00AM)



PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 3/9/22 –  Imagine getting into the Florida public university of 
your dreams but not having the ability to pay for the tuition. A Delray Beach couple is 
making that possible for dozens of students awarding scholarships of up to $10,000 a 
year. It’s that time of year when high school seniors look to the future deciding if 
college is going to be their next step. Eda and Cliff Viner are passionate about their 
community and decided the best way to see it thrive was to offer generous scholarships 
to high school seniors. The Viners founded the Viner Community Scholars Foundation 
and are calling on seniors from Delray Beach and Boca Raton to apply. According to 
the Institute of Education Sciences, only 59% of high school students who think their 
family cannot afford college actually attend. The Viners want to find students who have 
the grades and who help their families and who help their communities.   (1-2 minutes 
in length - 11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 2 & 4 – 3/10/22 – Governor DeSantis is getting his ban on critical 
race theory education in schools and businesses. Senators gave a final party-line vote, 
sending the bill to the Governor’s desk for a vote. The bill doesn’t explicitly forbid C-
R-T, which is a concept that racism is baked into American law and legal institutions, 
instead it prohibits it through a list of broad rules. One provision restricts teaching that 
a person should feel guilt on account on their race or sex. On another note, Florida’s 
Education Commissioner will step down from his position at the end of April. He was 
appointed in 2018. The Commissioner has served the state over the last 10 years as a 
member and as the Speaker of the Florida House of Representatives. No word on who 
will succeed him.   (1-2 minutes in length – 7:30PM) 

PROBLEM/NEED 3 – 1/17/22 – A new study found politics is bad for our health. 
Researchers at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln found an estimated 40% of 
Americans blamed politics as a significant source of stress. The study found roughly a 
third of adults blamed politics for causing feelings of anger, fatigue, and loss of temper. 
Researchers say a similar study almost four years ago produced similar results. They 
say that goes to show a change in presidential administrations does not impact stress. 
(1-2 minutes in length – 7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 3 –1/17/22–Throughout the pandemic health insurance has been 
paying for all the COVID testing at pop-up clinics and doctors’ offices. Starting 
Saturday, they will be required to pay for up to eight at-home rapid tests per month for 
each person with private insurance but getting those tests for free will take some work 
on the viewer’s part. A health policy expert at the Kaiser Family Foundation says 
before viewers buy any rapid tests, they’ll want to check with their insurance company 
to see if they have designated a preferred provider location like an in-network 
pharmacy. At this time no insurance providers have established these preferred 
providers and therefore viewers purchasing rapid tests will have to pay for them out of 
pocket and submit the receipt for reimbursement. And since this is all new to insurance 
companies, viewers may have to wait awhile for that reimbursement.     (1-2 minutes in 
length 7:30PM)



PROBLEM/NEED 3 – 1/17/22 – Palm Beach County is getting a new Monoclonal 
Antibody Treatment site. The Florida Department of Health announced five new 
treatment sites across Florida will open tomorrow. Monoclonal antibodies are a 
treatment for people who have been exposed to COVID-19 and have been shown to 
prevent severe illness in high-risk patients. The new site will be located at the West 
Boynton Recreation Center. Other sites to open are in Broward, Miami-Dade, Seminole 
and Duval counties.  (1-2 minutes in length 11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 3 – 1/22/22 – COVID-19 antiviral pills are now in Florida but 
finding them will be a challenge. The Pfizer or Merck antiviral drugs will be in high 
demand. Now the state health department website for COVID treatments shows only 
one location in Palm Beach County carries the Pfizer and Merck antiviral pills. The 
location is a Publix supermarket/pharmacy on Military Trail in West Palm Beach. NS 
and CVS pharmacies will have it at select pharmacies in the state. Infectious disease 
Specialist, Dr. Larry Bush says you must have a prescription to get it. (1-2 minutes in 
length –11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 3 – 1/25/22 – There was a pointed exchange between Florida’s 
Governor and the White House. The two sides issued strong word regarding COVID-19 
treatments. The Food and Drug Administration officially revoked the emergency use 
authorization for two of the most popular monoclonal antibody treatments. In response, 
The Florida Department of Health closed all the monoclonal therapy center across the 
state. Some people in our area were lined up today, only to find out their appointment 
was cancelled.  (1-2 minutes in length –11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 3 – 2/9/22 – The bill that would ban abortions after 15 weeks in 
Florida will be up for debate tomorrow in Tallahassee. The house Health and Human 
Services Committee is the last stop before the bill reaches the full house. A similar bill 
is also being heard in the senate. Democrats are trying to add rape, incest, and human 
trafficking factors as exceptions to the bill. But Republicans say 15 weeks is enough 
time to decide whether someone needs to end a pregnancy. The current law bans 
abortions after 24 weeks.  (1-2 minutes in length – 7:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 3 – 2/10/22 – There are new cruise guideline issued by the Center 
for Disease Control today. The agency still advises against traveling on a cruise 
especially if you are at higher risk for catching COVID. Health experts advise those 
who choose to travel by ship to make sure they are fully vaccinated and boosted. Most 
of the guidance from the previous orders given in 2021 remain in the new and updated 
one. (1-2 minutes in length – 7:00AM)



PROBLEM/NEED 3 – 2/11/22 – The Health Care District of Palm Beach County has a 
new tool to fight COVID-19. Clinic providers will be able to prescribe Pfizer and 
Merck’s antiviral pills starting Monday. The pills were authorized for emergency use 
by the FDA and are meant to be taken within the first five days of experiencing 
symptoms. The treatment is free, but the supply is limited and only available for high-
risk individuals.   (1-2 minutes in length -7:30PM)  

PROBLEM/NEED 3 – 2/12/22 – Walmart has dropped its mask mandate for all 
vaccinated employees. Unvaccinated employees and those who work in pharmacies 
will still be required to wear them. The changes go into effect for all stores unless it’s 
required by the state or local government. In addition, the COVID-19 sick pay policy is 
being eliminated. Daily health screenings are also gone, except for workers in 
California, New York, and Virginia where it is a state requirement.    (1-2 minutes in 
length – 11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 3 – 2/15/22 – Heart disease is a real issue in the Hispanic 
community. The National Hispanic Medical Association reports nearly half of Hispanic 
men and a third of Hispanic women over age 20 are affected. Cleveland Clinic recently 
conducted their annual heart health survey. It found concerning issues among the 
Hispanic community. Nearly half of Hispanics nationwide believe there is nothing they 
can do to limit their risk of developing a heart condition if they have a family history of 
heart disease. And more than one-third of Hispanics say they have never heard of 
Lipoprotein which high levels of it can lead to heart disease. Lack of awareness is a 
significant issue. In part it could be because of language barriers, lack of trust, because 
a doctor does not speak Spanish. Early detection and treatment are the only things that 
will change the statistics.  (1-2 minutes in length – 7:30PM) 

PROBLEM/NEED 3 –3/1/22 –  Health consultant Theodore Caputi published research 
in the Journal of Studies on Alcohol and Drugs. It  looked at how six different medical 
cannabis companies market products. While the companies make claims their products 
are safe and effective, he says many have not been well tested. Four of the companies 
focused on what are called “observational studies” compared to more involved clinical 
trials. Only one had plans for a larger scale trial and none had evidence from a large-
scale trial (1-2 minutes in length - 7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 3 – 3/2/22 – An estimated 15 million Americans could lose their 
health insurance as states begin to look through Medicaid rolls to see who no longer  
qualifies. A bill during the pandemic prevented states from checking eligibility status. 
But with the Federal Health Emergency set to expire, sometime this year that provision 
will be removed. That could leave millions of Americans including six million children 
without any health coverage.  (1-2 minutes in length - 7:00AM)  



PROBLEM/NEED 3 – 3/2/22 – A one-million-dollar federal grant will help infuse 
programs that strengthen students’ abilities to handle tough situations. The Safe School 
Ambassadors’ Program is one of them. It teaches students how to take care of each 
other. Those skills can go a long way in leaving a lasting impression on their school 
campus. The Ambassadors at Lantana Middle School are a diverse group of students 
who are problem solvers, leaders and ready to make a difference. Mostly these young 
Ambassadors are being trained to spot bullying activity or signs of mental illness or 
depression in the early stages and report it. With kids being so much more involved 
with social media, they see bullying, discrimination and mental health issues, these 
Ambassadors see the behavior in places parents and teachers do not. And they work 
with the school administration to get kids the help they need. Right now, the Palm 
Beach County School District has about three thousand students receiving support for 
mental health issues. (1-2 minutes in length – 7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 3 – 3/7/22 – Healthy children in Florida should not get the COVID-
19 vaccine. That was the firm method from the Florida Surgeon General Dr. Joseph 
Ladapo today. He announced the Florida Dept. of Health will officially recommend 
against the COVID-19 vaccine for healthy kids. This makes Florida the first state in the 
country to go directly against guidance from the CDC which encourages everyone over 
the age of 5 to get a COVID-19 vaccine. And the announcement is sending shockwaves 
through the state’s medical community. Pediatricians are saying that the state needs to 
recognize the science behind the public health policy that we have always lived b. And 
now the state is contradicting that and causing confusion among families.   (1-2 minutes 
in length –11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 3 –3/14/22 – Local non-profits that offer comprehensive health care 
are set to receive millions of dollars from the federal government this week. The 
Caridad Center is the largest free health clinic in Florida. They offer medical, vision 
and dental care for families who are uninsured across Palm Beach County. Today 
Florida House of Representative Lois Frankel, who worked closely on the bill, is 
coming here to the center to officially present what comes out to be $1.1 million dollars 
for the clinic. The whole community will benefit as healthy people and children can go 
to work and school and stay out of emergency rooms and hospitals.   (1-2 minutes in 
length – 7:00AM)



PROBLEM/NEED 4 –1/2/22 – It has become Twitter’s go-to for all things Black 
culture, it’s an open secret. Here is a space known as Black Twitter  - its users share 
tips, history, places, common experiences, and everything in between. Black Twitter is 
not a separate social media platform but a part of twitter. Users participate in Black 
Twitter by searching hashtags like “Black owned businesses”, “Black tech” and even 
“COVID while Black.” Black users that post experiences with hashtags like “While 
Black” and “Black Lives Matter” have helped expose more encounters of Racism and 
provide a virtual connection to the community that didn’t exist before the social media 
age. A deeper study done recently by Harvard and Carnegie Melon, where they 
collected more than 75,000 tweets over two months and interviewed users showed 
results that were shockingly similar to the Green Book from the 1930’s through the 
60’s. They also share commonalities around social justice and activism.  (1-2 minutes 
in length – 11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 4 – 1/12/22 – Trailblazing Black journalist Ida B. Wells is being 
honored with her very own Barbie. She is the latest to be honored in Barbie’s “Inspiring 
Women” series. The dolls are meant to inspire children with dolls of pivotal women 
throughout history. Wells owned the Memphis Free Press and Headlight, and was 
famed for reporting on the horrors of lynching and exposing racism in the U.S.  (1-2 
minutes in length – 7:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED  4 –1/17/22– The town of Gifford which is predominately Black 
celebrated MLK Day with an in-person parade this year. Locals reminisced about the 
days when everything was segregated and kids couldn’t play with  kids of other races, 
and now the town has come a long way. The parade marked the end of 10 days of 
activities throughout the city that included a blood drive, a Unity march, and a week of 
kindness in are schools and churches.  (1-2 minutes in length –7:30PM) 

PROBLEM/NEED 4 – 1/19/22 – Removing Racism from City deeds. Homeowners 
might be unaware that there could be racist language written into the deed of their  
home. It is called a racial covenant . And in the past, this could legally stop families of 
color from moving into a home. The group Just Deeds is a non-profit that removes 
racial covenants from home deeds for free. While racial covenants were made illegal, 
the impacts they created still exist today. In cities like Minneapolis, neighborhoods that 
had racial covenants are still predominantly white today, while those neighborhoods 
without , are still predominantly Black. Changing just a few words written into history 
decades ago is a big step towards a different future.  (1-2 minutes in length –7:30PM)



PROBLEM/NEED 4 – 1/20/22 – Free Little Libraries are popping up everywhere in 
front of homes and businesses. They’ve helped neighborhoods feel a sense of 
community, especially during the pandemic. Now there is a growing movement to 
make these Little Free Libraries a place for kids and adults to learn about inclusivity. 
The Little Free Antiracist Libraries are becoming more popular. And it is sparking 
conversations and learning in families with younger children. Whether it’s racial 
injustice or it’s threats to democracy, all the things the country is dealing with, books 
have been able to help readers and families understand the changing situation.  (1-2 
minutes in length – 7:30PM)

 

PROBLEM/NEED 4 – 2/6/22 – A lawsuit by former Miami Dolphins Black head 
coach, Brian Flores is sending shockwaves through the NFL. In the suit against the 
league and three teams, the Miami Dolphins, the Denver Broncos and the New York 
Giants, Flores accused the organization of being “rife with racism,” In the lawsuit, 
Flores claims that the Miami Dolphins’ owner Stephen Ross offered to pay Flores 
$100,000 per game to deliberately lose games so that the team would have a better 
chance at a draft pick. He accuses the Broncos and Giants of having discriminatory 
practices during his interview process and the Dolphins of discrimination in his firing. 
(1-2 minutes in length – 11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 4 – 2/2/22 -  While some schools pull certain books and prohibit 
curriculum around racism in American History, more education is going mainstream. 
The Washington Post recently created an “extensive-interactive look” at members of 
Congress who were slave owners. Ron Daniels has been at the center of the African 
American Reparations Movement for his entire life, he called the information that was 
uncovered by the Washington Post – “incredible.” It showed that slave ownership was 
not just among plantation owners in the South. It extended to U.S. Presidents, and all 
over the country even after states passed laws to stop the practice, through the Civil 
War. Daniels believes this information will create momentum for initiatives around 
local, state, and federal reparations. (1-2 minutes in length -7:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 4 – 2/8/22 –Black women are disproportionately affected by 
infertility. Reproductive experts say it’s not an issue of genetic health but rather 
structural racism that has compounded for decades. Black women tend to report 
infertility issues at a higher rate than white women or non-Hispanic women. However, 
they are also the least likely to be able to access the care and treatment that they require 
to support and assist them in the process of going from having infertility to being able 
to successfully get pregnant. Physicians don’t even offer treatment options to some 
patients if they don’t feel it is accessible or affordable. Resilient Sisterhood Project is 
an education and advocacy non-profit that aims to empower women of African 
American descent regarding common but rarely discussed diseases of the reproductive 
system that disproportionately affect them.     (1-2 minutes in length – 7:00AM)



PROBLEM/NEED 4 – 2/9/22 –  NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell is once again 
facing allegations of discrimination within the League. Ahead of Sunday’s Super Bowl, 
Goodell acknowledged the League needs to do a better job at increasing diversity. The 
NFL is under fire again, following a lawsuit by former Miami Dolphins Head Coach 
Brian Flores.  (1-2 minutes in length – 11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 4 – 2/11/22 – There is no shortage of heavy hitting Black 
performers for the Super Bowl Half-Time Show. Rap artists Mary J. Blige, Snoop 
Dogg and Doctor Dre will  take the stage along with Kendrick Lamar, Fifty Cents, and 
Eminem. The NFL has been in a reckoning over its lack of diversity from the top down 
and racism within the ranks.   (1-2 minutes in length – 7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 4 – 3/6/22 – The city of Ft. Lauderdale has fired its police chief for 
allegedly practicing a form of reverse discrimination. Larry Scirotto was widely 
criticized  for his approach to hiring and promotion towards minorities. According to 
one example, the chief bypassed a white officer with 20 years of experience to narrow 
the search between two men of color. Scirotto allegedly explained he made the final 
decision by asking “Which one is Blacker?” (1-2 minutes in length – 11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 4 – 3/7/22 – The books that public school libraries stock their 
shelves with are being challenged at record rates. The American Library Association 
and the National Coalition Against Censorship have been tracking this, they say a 
typical year there’s usually 300 to 400 book challenges. But those same numbers were 
seen in just the first few months of this current school year. That’s about 4X the normal 
rate. Efforts to ban books are happening both at the local and state level. Parents posing 
the challenges argue that content in the books is inappropriate for young children. But 
experts say it is possible for parents to keep those books from their children without 
taking options away from other students. The ACLU is also taking action, filing 
lawsuits, sending warning letters and requesting files. (1-2 minutes in length – 7:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 4 – 3/10/22  - Parents are disappointed about the bill headed to the 
Governor to sign that focuses on how history is taught in school. It doesn’t directly 
address the controversial Critical Race Theory by name. Instead, it includes bans on 
any teachings or workplace training that espouses, promotes, advances, inculcates, or 
compels someone to feel responsible for historical wrongs based on race, color national 
origin or sex. Teachers say they don’t ever teach CTR in the classroom that they have 
strict state standard they follow. It is a cultural war issue that has caused more division 
in the classroom. Parents are hoping their children can think for themselves. (1-2 
minutes in length -11:30PM)



PROBLEM/NEED 4 – 3/15/22 – A civil rights activist and West Palm Beach resident 
for decades, Edith Bush is shaken by the Ukrainian conflict overseas. She calls 
democracy a right worth fighting for. Edith watches the anti-war protestor who is a 
Russian television producer and who held up a sign during a broadcast that said “Stop 
the War – they are lying to  you – don’t believe propaganda” is a deliberate act of civil 
disobedience which has reminded many local civil rights leaders of the 50’s and 60’s. 
Activism that included boycotts, marches, and demonstrations to fight for 
desegregation. They were demonstrations of the past tied to the act of a protestor today. 
And all of them tied to dreams of better days to  come.  (1-2 minutes in length – 
7:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 5 – 1/2/22– Law enforcement officials in the nation’s major 
democratic cities have their work cut out for them as they map out plans to deal with a 
surge of violent crime. Many cities saw crime spikes, something authorities want to 
reverse in the new year. For many cities last year was a violent one. In 2021 Chicago 
saw more murder than any time in the past quarter century. Sixteen cities across 
America stretching from Portland, Oregon to Jackson, Mississippi to Philadelphia all 
experienced record homicides. NY City has a new mayor and a new plan to tackle the 
increase and the city of Houston ended the year with a homicide rate 17% higher than 
the previous year. Some are blaming police defunding, other the pandemic and 
lockdowns for people not working or kids not in school.  (1-2 minutes in length –
11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 5 – 1/3/22 – Leaders in palm Beach County are declaring January 
Human Trafficking Prevention Month. They say Florida is third in the nation for this 
type of crime. An official proclamation will be made tomorrow. And the County will be 
raising awareness all month long. Viewers could sign up for the Race for Hope in John 
Prince Park on January 8th, and on January 11th - the Red Sand Project – where 
volunteers filled in sidewalk cracks with red sand to draw attention to trafficking 
victims. An online safety course for parents and guardians took place on January 20th. 
And the Race for Freedom which was a virtual 5K took place on January 29th and 30th.    
(1-2 minutes in length 11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 5 – 1/10/22 – Fort Pierce Police a hoping the public has seen a 
missing teen. 14-year-old Carmelza Silien was last seen wearing a black hoodie, 
burgundy pants and black shoes leaving her home off Grand View Club Boulevard 
about 7:15AM Saturday morning. There is video of her that the Fort Pierce Police have 
posted on their Facebook page. Silien left home leaving a note on her bed that said she 
may do harm to herself.  Viewers were encouraged to call Crimestoppers.  (1-2 minutes 
in length – 7:00AM)



PROBLEM/NEED 5 – 1/13/22 – The mother of murdered 13-year-old Jovanni Sierra 
breathed a sigh of relief. Corey Johnson who was convicted of the crime last year (he 
was a minor at the time) was in court for sentencing. Johnson stabbed Sierra, killing 
him as well as stabbing two others, a 13-year-old boy and his mother. All were in a 
home in an expensive neighborhood. The three boys were part of a sleepover. Because 
Johnson was a minor -the death penalty was taken off the table. Johnson’s attorney 
brought up his mental and emotional health as well as a turbulent home life in hopes of 
a lesser sentence. This murder shocked the area at the time. Johnson is a Muslim; he 
confessed to the crimes and said his faith made him do it.  (1-2 minutes in length – 
7:30PM) 

PROBLEM/NEED 5 – 1/19/22 –In St. Lucie County, a woman found shot to death last 
week has been identified, The Sheriff’s office says the body of 52-year-old Veneetia 
Parker was found January 11th in a wooded area just off Totten Road. Investigators 
believe Parker’s body was in the woods days before it was discovered. Deputies are 
now hoping to speak to the driver of a red or tangerine Hyundai Kona. Investigators say 
the victim was shot prior to the vehicle being spotted on surveillance cameras leaving 
the crime scene.  (1-2 minutes in length – 7:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 5 – 1/22/22 – According to the Palm Beach County Sheriff’s Office, 
Florida is ranked third in the country for human trafficking and Palm Beach County 
specifically is ranked third in the state. Organizers of a local walk call it modern day 
slavery. The city of Boynton Beach has recognized this issue and is hoping to shine a 
light on this dark crime and change the dynamic of this community. This will be the 
first time people are coming together here in Boynton Beach to fight against human 
trafficking in our area. Organizers say it’s a crime that has only heightened since the 
pandemic. (1-2 minutes in length – 7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 5 – 1/25/22 – Hundreds of disturbing, hate-filled fliers targeting the 
Jewish Community have recently been dispersed in neighborhoods across America. 
People were finding small plastic sandwich bags weighted down with some rice and the 
bag contained a flyer that said the entire COVID agenda is Jewish. In Miami where the 
fliers turned up -the mayor immediately put the synagogues and all the houses of 
worship on alert and sent more police patrol in the area. The fliers have set the Jewish 
community on edge. There has been a spike in anti-Semitic attacks including a terror-
related hostage standoff at a synagogue in Texas that rocked the community just a little 
more than a week ago. Jewish community members want the offenders caught and 
prosecuted.  (1-2 minute in length 11:30PM)



PROBLEM/NEED 5 –1/27/22 – President Biden is making sweeping changes to how 
the military handles sexual assault. With his newest executive order, sexual assault is 
now classified as a crime in the military. The White House says these changes work 
with other revisions made in this year’s National Defense Authorization Act. The 
legislation requires military commanders to forward complaints to independent 
investigators. And they’re not allowed to be involved in decision related to the 
prosecution of covered crimes. (1-2 minutes in length - 7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 5 – 2/1/22 – At a park in Martin County, parents and children have 
enjoyed the skate park. And they atmosphere is great and family friendly and plenty of 
space. The parents want to see it stay nice. The Martin County Sheriff’s office says 
detective found a 21-year-old woman from Port St. Lucie with bags full of spray paint, 
just 24 hours after the park was hit by vandals according to the Sheriff’s office. She told 
deputies that she’s an artist  - but they arrested her on a felony criminal  mischief 
charge. This is just the latest instance of vandalism within Martin County Parks. 22 
incidents since just last year. While its not known how many vandals are to blame the 
damage is adding up. The county is spending thousands of taxpayer dollars to repair 
toilets and sinks and cover up images  - sometime graphic or profane. This type of 
crime leads to more serious crimes being committed in the park. The deputies hope to 
make more arrests and keep the parks safe for all to enjoy.   (1-2 minutes in length 
7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 5 –2/1/22 – The Indian River County Sheriff’s Office released a 
new photo that is possibly connected to the disappearance of Susy Tomassi. 
Investigators want to know the name of the driver of the white pick-up truck that they 
believe Susy was last seen getting into. Patrick Tomassi, Susy’s husband cannot believe 
that four years later that there would be so few answers in her disappearance. Susy was 
73 years old and suffered from dementia. She was last seen on surveillance video 
March 16, 2018, leaving the restaurant the couple owned and walking through a local 
shopping plaza. A white pick-up truck pulls up and rolls down a window to talk with 
her. She is seen getting in the truck and driving off. She has never been seen again. The 
family needs closure, viewers are asked to call Crimestoppers if they have any 
information at all. (1-2 minutes in length –11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 5 – 2/2/22 –A crime covering three South Florida counties. And 
police say it all started with a suspect robbing a Delray Beach bank with a machete. 
Police say the man took off in an SUV. Eventually, Broward County Sheriff’s Deputies 
caught up with him which led to a chase down I-95. The chase ended in a church 
parking lot in Miami-Dade County. Investigators say the man was throwing cash out of 
the vehicle. People at the bank in Delray Beach couldn’t believe what happened. (1-2 
minutes in length – 11:30PM)



PROBLEM/NEED 5– 2/3/22 – Federal law enforcement agents say “Ghost Guns” are 
behind the rise in gun violence. Three D printers are used to make the weapons, and the 
assembly time can be as little as a half an hour. The bureau of alcohol, tobacco and 
firearms say ghost guns are attractive to criminals because they are untraceable. 
Authorities have seized hundreds in major cities like New York, Chicago, and 
Baltimore.  (1-2 minutes in length – 7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 5 – 2/3/22 –No area is an exception to missing persons. In Port St. 
Lucie, police officers are searching for a 13-year-old girl who went missing the 
previous morning. Janissa Goodnight was last seen leaving her home just before 3:0AM 
on Wednesday. Police say she entered a dark 4 door colored vehicle and is believed to 
be in the South Florida area. The viewers were encouraged to immediately report 
someone missing to the police as soon as. Many people remember being told they need 
to wait 24 hours before doing so. That is a  myth and taking action within 48 hours is 
critical to bringing your loved one home. And the information should be entered into 
the National Crime Information Center database. And in this digital age – using social 
media is critical. Sing sites like Facebook and Instagram and asking others to share 
them can play a vital role in bring a loved one home.  (1-2 minutes in length – 7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 5 – 2/4/22– A heartbreaking crime in Belle Glade, a young girl was 
shot and killed. The Palm Beach County Sheriff’s Office says the young victim was 8 
years old. PBSO says it was a drive-by shooting along East First Street just after 7PM. 
She was airlifted by medical helicopter to a hospital. There is little information about 
what happened or what investigators may know. Anyone who has information is urged 
to call Crimestoppers.  (1-2 minutes in length – 11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 5 –2/14/22 – In a very nice, quiet neighborhood of downtown West 
Palm Beach, around 4AM on a Saturday, police say a man broke into a home through a 
window and turned on a bedroom light which woke up the couple in the home. After a 
confrontation, police say one of the residents shot the man who later died at the 
hospital. Another neighbor said he had seen a man looking through his car on 
surveillance cameras. Police are hoping to alert the public on how to prevent something 
like this from happening. Simple tips include locking your cars and home, setting an 
alarm, and having surveillance cameras outside. Impact windows, surveillance cameras 
or even dogs can be a deterrent not only for protection but to alert you. The biggest 
deterrent is sufficient lighting.  (1-2 minutes in length –7:30PM)



PROBLEM/NEED 5 – 2/16/22/ - For 15 years the 4th Street gang ran throughout the 
city of West Palm Beach but tonight the police department says the group has been 
decimated. Goodfellas was the name of the joint investigation that brought down one of 
the most notorious street gangs in West Palm Beach. For the last 18 months the 
organized crime unit focused on open drug sales and open violent activity in the 4th 
Avenue and Tamarind Avenue area. With 9 warrants in hand West Palm Beach Police 
with the help of Delray Beach Police Dept., the Sheriff’s office, and the ATF to name a 
few began morning raids. 18 people are in custody, and one is still being sought. Those 
arrested are being charged with racketeering, drug trafficking, illegal weapons, and 
attempted first degree murder. Also recovered were 30 guns ranging from handguns to 
assault rifles. Drugs like Xanax, Cocaine, to Fentanyl were seized. West Palm Beach 
saw a 16% decrease in crimes against persons last year and the lowest reported in 20 
years. Last year there was a 22% decrease in murders since 2018. (1-2 minutes in 
length – 7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 5 – 2/18/22 – Back in 1983 the body of an 11-year-old missing girl 
was found. Detectives say she had been raped and murdered. The Sheriff’s Office now 
says that former Deputy James Harrison, who is also a pastor, is their first ever and 
only suspect in her death. A crime scene detective working the case was able to go back 
and speak with witnesses from that day. Investigators now believe the suspect altered 
the crime scene to cover his tracks. They’ll be looking into other sexual assault cold 
cases to see if there’s a connection.   (1-2 minutes in length – 7:00AM)

PROBLEM/NEED 6 –1/4/22 – When it comes to protecting our paradise cigarette butts 
are the most littered item found on Florida’s beaches. A Florida lawmaker is hoping to 
get litterbugs to kick the habit. Sarasota State Senator Joe Gruters has once again filed a 
bill that would allow local communities to ban smoking on public beaches as well as in 
both city and state parks. Officials with Ocean Conservancy have back Gruters’ efforts 
saying keeping our environment clean is not only for us, but for future generations. (1-2 
minutes in length - 11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 6 – 1/5/22 – A profile of a woman named Ana Vergne who walks 
her Riviera Beach neighborhood every day with her dog to spot trash and pick it up. 
Ana started on her own street 2 ½ years ago and started a Facebook page for Trash 
Warriors. The group has grown to more than 200 people whose mantra is “If you see 
trash - wherever you see trash – pick it up.” The Mayor of Riviera Beach noticed what 
she was doing and has participated in trash clean-ups in parks and uses Ana as an 
example of how everyone can make their neighborhood a cleaner place. (1-2 minutes in 
length – 7:30PM)
 



PROBLEM/NEED 6 – 1/11/22 – Florida’s manatees are dying in record numbers, 
partly due to a lack of food. Now a Florida non-profit is on a mission to change that. 
The Fish and Wildlife Foundation kicked off a grassroots campaign to provide fresh 
food and help restore our environment. And they are just getting started. Fresh lettuces 
and vegetables are helping supplement the manatees’ diet. So much of the natural 
seagrasses that they would normally eat have died because of algae blooms and the 
temperature increase of the water.  (1-2 minutes in length – 11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 6 –1/18/22 - Electric buses are on their way to Palm Beach County. 
Today Congresswoman Lois Frankel announced millions of dollars in federal grant 
money has been made available to buy fully electric buses and charging stations. The 
funds are part of President Biden’s Infrastructure bill that was signed into law back in 
November. The new transportation options will help reduce the county’s carbon 
footprint and provide a cleaner environment. Palm Tran officials say the new funds will 
allow the county to being using a fleet of zero emission buses by the end of 2025. (1-2 
minutes in length – 7:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 6 – 1/14/22 – The Tiger shark one of the ocean’s apex predators. 
They can grow up to 14 feet long and weigh-in at an astounding 1400 pounds. Usually, 
Tiger sharks swim off Florida shores and in the Caribbean because they like seawater 
80 degrees or warmer. They are cold blooded species and they like warm water. A team 
of biologists and oceanographers from the University of Miami are examining 40 years 
of climate data have concluded that as ocean temperatures are climbing off New York 
and New England so too are the number of Tiger sharks gathering there. Acting very 
much like our “snowbirds” and wintering here in Florida,  Tiger sharks are moving 
farther north in the summer. However, they are not protected north of North Carolina. 
And so, moving into waters of the Northeast, Tiger sharks now pose a danger to bathers 
but also are in danger themselves.    (1-2 minutes in length – 7:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 6 – 1/31/22 –  Education meets the environment in Martin County. 
Three new outdoor learning trails are coming to Stuart. The Born  Learning trails are 
interactive ways for families to prepare younger children for school and other learning 
activities. It’s thanks to a partnership between the United Way of Martin County , 
Cleveland Clinic Martin Health, the city of Stuart and several private companies. The 
three trails will be at Flagler Park, Shepard Park, and the Guy Davis Sports Complex. 
Volunteers are painting the walking paths at all three parks. (1-2 minutes in length -
7:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 6 – 2/4/22 – West Palm Beach city leaders want to stay one step 
ahead of any potential toxic algae that could impact its water supply this summer. The 
city asked the South Florida Water Management District if it could change how and 
when groundwater wells are used for Clear Lake – a source of the city’s drinking water. 
The groundwater would help set-off any drop in water level on the lake which experts 
say is prime environment for toxic algae. The city says it is looking at all water supply 
alternatives to keep the water clean. (1-2 minutes in length –7:30PM) 



PROBLEM/NEED 6 – 2/10/22 – The CEO of a company called Ascend Elements was 
interviewed. Many elements go into an electric car’s battery, tiny cells of nickel, 
graphite, manganese, and cobalt. But just down the road there’s a problem. As electric 
vehicle manufactured 10 years ago reach the end of their life, their batteries could end 
up being toxic trash. Ascend Elements has developed new way of recycling these 
materials otherwise they will continue to destroy the planet. Their engineers and 
scientists have figured out a way to recycle spent lithium-ion batteries into new 
batteries that are longer lasting, faster charging and less polluting. By 2030 nearly 145 
million electric vehicles are expected to be on the road. Most electric car batteries 
weigh close to one thousand pounds. If they end up in a landfill, there’s an immense 
amount of toxins. And recycling the batteries here in the U.S. increases the country’s 
energy independence.   (1-2 minutes in length – 11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 6 – 2/17/22 – A profile of a woman who is turning food waste into 
black gold. She is taking shredded paper, coffee grounds, eggshells, mixing them 
together – they are all recyclable and putting worms in there to  start to eat the food 
waste. The worms enrich the garden beds, can make potting soil, and are used for . 
worm tea which enriches soil with nutrient-rich organic material. Breaking down food 
this way is a healthy process and when it’s disrupted  the food waste become a super-
pollutant, emitting methane into the atmosphere. This method of recycling is being 
pioneered in California, but it will be rolling out all over the country, especially if large 
cities start mandating it.  (1-2 minutes in length – 7:30PM)

 

PROBLEM/NEED 6 –2/17/22 – Florida State bill 2508 passed with a 37 to 2 in favor. 
The controversial bill first written – opponents say to upend the Lake Okeechobee 
water management plan  - had a last-minute amendment. That seemed to appease many 
opponents including charter fisherman who traveled up to the capitol. After getting 
assurances from the bill’s sponsor that the EAA Reservoir project won’t be affected, 
and algae won’t come down the St. Lucie River, Treasure Coast State Senator Gayle 
Harrell voted for it. Supporters of Senate bill 2508 include the City of West Palm 
Beach, which is concerned about its drinking water supply, and the sugar industry. In a 
statement a spokesperson for Florida Crystals says in part, they support the Senate’s 
actions that reaffirm the commitment to the EAA Reservoir.   (1-2 minutes in length – 
7:30PM)



PROBLEM/NEED 6 – 3/03/22 – Two young seniors at Jefferson High School wanted 
to come up with a business plan that would change the world. And they didn’t have to 
look any further than their own hallways inside Jefferson High School. They are 
turning footsteps into energy. The seniors are part of the school’s Virtual Enterprise 
class. They have been counseling with mentors from the real business community to 
develop a virtual company. Their plan is to use special floor tiles to harness and store 
renewable, kinetic energy every time someone steps on them. They are optimistic these 
tiles could collect enough energy to power high trafficked buildings like malls, airports, 
and schools. Every person is producing 10 watts of energy. They are hoping to win  the 
VE Central Florida State Business Plan Competition and go on to win the New York 
National Championship  so  that they can have investors and start a company based 
around this business plan.  (1-2 minutes in length – 11:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 6 – 3/3/22 –  Jenn Galbraith is a manatee tracker with Clearwater 
Marine Aquarium Research Institute. She spends most of her time in the water, or out 
of the water on a boat. The camera crew followed her on a chilly February morning. 
She was in the water of the Big Bend discharge canal. It hovers around 78 degrees, the 
power plant’s warm waters drawing in manatees from all over. It is an easy way to 
check on many of the manatees and one specific one. Manatees that have been 
rehabilitated are released with a tracking device. They wear it for six years and if all 
goes well the device is removed and the animal is free on their own. Research shows 
they can be rehabilitated, and more and more are needing to be rescued and rehabbed 
across the entire state for starvation, red tide, cold stress, and boat strikes.  (1-2 minutes 
in length – 7:30PM)

PROBLEM/NEED 6 – 3/7/22 –Big Storm Brewing brew masters are working to 
recapturing the Carbon Dioxide (CO2) that is a natural by-product of the beer making 
process. Fermentation creates some CO2 but in order to produce a foamy head on the 
beer more CO2 is added. By recapture and recycling some of the CO2 that is lost to the 
air, brew masters avoid having to buy a less pure form of CO2  to add to the beer and 
allows the beer to retain more of the naturally produced carbonation. So, they save 
dollars and it’s a better product. Big Storm Brewing is the first beer makers in Florida 
to partner with Earthly Labs to use this new device that is helping them save money and 
save the environment.  (1-2 minutes in length –7:00AM)



PROBLEM/NEED 6 – 3/7/22 – Caulin Donaldson  has a goal. To collect pieces of 
trash from the beach every single day this year and take people along on the journey on 
TikTok. It’s all sparked by his conversations with out-of-town visitors. They would say 
that this beach was their favorite beach in the world and then leave all of their trash 
right in the sand. He could not understand how people could do that. One type of trash 
caught his attention  - plastic beach toys. He went to the town council and city 
commissioners and suggested adding large visible toy boxes along the beach with signs 
that say, “Take A Toy, Leave A Toy.”  The idea is that families would put any beach 
pails, shovels etc. in the toy boxes and not along the sand to be washed out to sea and 
disintegrate. So far it has been a big success.  (1-2 minutes in length 11:30PM)
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THESE PROGRAMS FEATURE PROMINENT NEWSMAKERS ON A NATIONAL 
AND INTERNATIONAL LEVEL, OR AS FICTIONAL DEPICTIONS OF 
CURRENT TOPICS.

WPTV produced a half hour weekly News and Political talk show entitled “To the 
Point with Michael Williams.” The show is hosted by news anchor Michael Williams 
and features a roundtable discussion of the week’s political news and an interview with 
a local newsmaker. The show is rebroadcast on WHDT at 12:00PM on Sundays.

PROBLEM/NEED  1 – 1/30/22 –Francky Pierre-Paul, founder and CEO of A Different 
Shade of Love talked about the work that his non-profit organization does in advocating 
for the homeless. In Palm Beach County, where so much of the housing is skyrocketing 
in cost, few people want to acknowledge let alone actively address the issues facing the 
homeless population. Pierre-Paul reviewed what the plans from the cities and county 
are and how much of a need there is to advocate for the homeless.  (30 minutes in 
length 12:00PM Sundays)

PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 2/6/22 – Lawmakers, Rep. Toby Overdorf /R and Tina Polsky /D 
were asked about their reaction and responses to the two bills that are making national 
headlines. The bill that bans Critical Race Theory teaching throughout the state in 
schools and in businesses. And the bill that is widely known as the  “Don’t Say Gay” 
bill which allows parents to ban books from public school libraries and prevents 
teachers from teaching anything that has to do with gender or sexual preference to 
children that is deemed “not age appropriate.” Both bills have drawn large resistance 
and push back from colleges, companies and even Disney, which is a huge employer in 
the state.  (30 minutes in length 12:00PM Sundays)



PROBLEM/NEED 6 – 2/20/22 – Erik Eikenberg president and CEO of the Everglades 
Foundation and Mary Perry the Executive Director of the Florida Oceanographic 
Society were interviewed for their reaction to the passing of Senate Bill 2508 which felt 
like a quick circumvent of the Lake Okeechobee Water Management plan. Both men, 
who are advocates for clean water, were worried about parts of the bill. The bill would 
allow public utilities to expedite wetland dredging  and fill projects. As well as setting 
into law – rules that protected Big Sugar and other water agriculture users and can harm 
the environment. Charter fisherman on Lake Okeechobee seemed to be the most 
pleased with the bill, but they are just one small part of the users of the Lake.  (30 
minutes in length 12:00PM Sundays)

PROBLEM/NEED 2 – 2/27/22 – Erica Whitfield a member of the Palm Beach County 
School Board was interviewed about how the two high profile bills that have been 
passed and signed into law – the ban on teaching Critical Race Theory, which was 
never taught in any elementary or high school in the county, and the “Don’t Say Gay” 
bill which prohibits talking about or discussing any LGBTQ+ subject with children in 
elementary school. And the bill allows parents to question and petition for removal of 
books they feel are inappropriate for children to have access to in public school 
libraries. The Palm Beach County School Board does not want to be banning books nor 
does the district want parents to start determining curriculum.  (30 minutes in length – 
12:00PM Sundays)

PROBLEM/NEED 1 – 3/6/22 – Jack Weir of the Housing Leadership Council of Palm 
Beach County spoke about the affordable housing help that is available to viewers and 
what the plans and timeline are for creating more affordable housing. The teachers, 
nurses, police, and all service personnel need places to be able to live close to where 
they work. Most cities have plans in the works for affordable housing, but what 
developers and town councils think is affordable is still very high.  (30 minutes in 
length – 12:00PM Sundays)

PROBLEM/NEED  1 – 3/20/22 –Palm Beach County Commissioner Melissa McKinley 
who represents the impoverished Glades communities spoke about affordable housing 
and how it has become a nightmare for so many of her constituents. These are the farm 
workers who are responsible for picking most of the agriculture in Florida and yet 
between the economy, COVID and the skyrocketing costs of everything – they are hit 
hardest. She is working with her fellow commissioners to make sure that her District is 
part of every consideration on these matters.   (30 minutes in length – 12:00PM 
Sundays)


