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       TWIB gave the viewers a look at the international frontiers for the future of the game. Capped off by the overwhelming success of 

the World Baseball Classic, it’s clear that baseball has become a global sport.  In an effort to enhance MLB’s international reach, the 

LA Dodgers and San Diego Padres played a series of spring training games in China. This gave the Chinese baseball fans their first 

look at MLB. 

       The trip was more than a goodwill effort to spread the word of baseball. It was also an opportunity for the players to briefly 

examine the Chinese culture and visit the The Great Wall of China. 

Educational theme: International baseball has developed to the point where baseball has become the fastest growing sport in the 

world. National baseball federations are interested to learn baseball MLB-style. 

Educational theme: Cultural exchanges are extremely useful to understand diverse cultures. To understand Americans, one must 

understand baseball. 

 

 ACT TWO: Latin America has produced nearly 200 MLB players this year. Two are from Columbia – Edgar Renteria and Orlando 

Cabrera. This past off-season Orlando returned to his native Columbia where he used the time to promote baseball. Cabrera has 

founded a comprehensive academic and baseball academy for boys 14 to 17, where they can finish their high school education and 

learn to play better baseball with the opportunity to enter pro baseball.  

       Cabrera also plays in the Colombian Winter League with the desire to propel Colombian baseball to a higher level. 

Educational theme: Academics and athletics are of equal importance in the total development of children. Most student-athletes will 

find careers in professions other than sport.  

Educational theme: Community service is important to the life of a community and its cultural aspirations. 

 

ACT THREE: The TWIBIA answer is Carlos Beltran, as to who has the all-time highest success rate of stealing bases for a MLB 

career (87%). 

       In a new segment titled “Make Your Body Happy,” TWIB took a closer look at the fun players find in playing baseball.  Examples 

included Matt Holliday stating, “I love to play baseball, love to watch and talk about it.” The Chicago Cubs Derrek Lee said, “That 

competition fills me.” And the D-backs Eric Byrnes believes, “You got to love the game to play the game … and to have success.” 

       The popular free program for children ages 7 to 14 – “Pitch, Hit and Run” was promoted. This is a baseball skills competition 

where local winners compete with a chance to advance to the National Finals during the MLB’s All-Star Game Week in July. 

        

Educational theme: Trivia is insignificant and superfluous events; however, it is an important aspect of the lore, legend and tradition 

of MLB. For fans and players, trivia is a source of fun and interest in the American institution of baseball. 

Educational theme: Competition is the true nature of sport. It is a valuable motivational tool for the promotion of peak performance, 

especially when the consequence is considered to have merit. 

Educational theme: Success requires a work ethic and an unbridled passion for the job, sport or chosen endeavor. Sport is a form of 

entertainment that brings pleasure and excitement into the lives of players and fans. 

 

ACT FOUR: Last year when NY Yankees owner George Steinbrenner heard of the tragic events at Virginia Tech, he graciously 

offered that during spring training the Yankees would play an exhibition game with the Hokies baseball team. The Yankees’ goodwill 

mission to Blacksburg included a memorial service for those who lost their lives in the senseless shooting. 

Educational theme: Respect is putting yourself in someone else’s shoes. This gesture of love and compassion is a method of healing 

the soul. 

 

ACT FIVE -- “How „bout that!”: Featuring the music by Avenged Sevenfold, this TWIB classic segment showed the best plays of 

the week. These included catches of hard hit line drives, leaping catches, diving stops, laser like throws, long home runs, bloopers, 

errors, and costumed spectators. Several landmark career achievements were noted including home runs by the NY Mets David 

Wright, NY Yankees Alex Rodriguez and Cincinnati Reds Ken Griffey, Jr. 

Educational theme: The pedagogy of sport involves the demonstration and active observation of effort and skill. Once it has been 

carefully watched, it can be better executed. Children must learn of variety of athletic movements to become physically educated.  

Educational theme: The artistic value of sport can be found in the art, beauty and rhythmic movements of elite athletes. 

Educational theme: Landmark events in a career are informal ways to evaluate performance, activity and achievement. It is an 

account of athletic history collected written and preserved for future generations. 


