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       TWIB opened the 2008 season with an inside look at Opening Day, leading off with a tribute to the World Series champion Boston Red Sox. 

The MLB season officially began in Japan, where the Red Sox played the Oakland A’s in the Tokyo Dome.  The segment showcased the Japanese 

pre-game celebrations and the two nations’ love of baseball. The Sox have two Japanese pitchers on their roster, including Dice K Matsuzaka, who 

was welcomed as a conquering hero. 

       Several members of the Red Sox team also brought their families on the long flight to the Far East, so that their children could experience the 

Japanese culture, explore the city and understand the language. Some players visited US troops stationed in Japan to lift spirits and experience the 

soldiers’ lives. 

Educational theme: Baseball’s international appeal gives the learner the opportunity to examine the relationship between baseball and other 

cultures; furthermore, it gave the Japanese people the chance to see and be taught American baseball MLB style.   

Educational theme: International travel offers a tremendous learning experience. Japanese culture, including dance, music, language and sport were 

some of the experiences offered to the player’s children. 

Educational theme: Champions are made from something deep inside them – a desire, a dream, and a vision. 

 

ACT  TWO: Back in the states there were three special home openers. In Washington, the Nation’s Capital, a new era in baseball began with the 

National Leagues newest park “Nationals Park.”  At Chicago’s Wrigley Field, the NL’s oldest park, they immortalized the legendary Hall of Famer 

Ernie Banks with the unveiling of his statue. Finally, at Yankee Stadium, Hall of Famers Reggie Jackson and Yogi Berra teamed up to throw out the 

final first pitch in The House that Babe Ruth built. New York is building a new Yankee Stadium set to open next year. 

       TWIB Notes cited the fact that when Washington’s Ryan Zimmerman christened Nationals Park with a walk-off game winning home run, it was 

only the third time that the home team had a game-winning hit in its stadium’s debut in the past 50 years. Super Fan President George W. Bush had 

the honor of throwing out the ceremonial first pitch. Also, TWIB Notes noted the record-breaking attendance mark as 115,000 fans showed up at the 

LA Coliseum for an exhibition game between the Red Sox and the Dodgers. 

Educational theme: Opening day is a celebration of a brand new season, spring and the community culture. 

Educational theme: Paying homage to a baseball legendary star with a statue is a very special way to publicly honor the life work of the man.  

Educational theme: Trivia is seemingly insignificant or inessential matters, but is a source of fun and interest for fans of all ages. This becomes 

much of the lore and legend that makes baseball interesting to players and fans alike. 

Educational theme: Historical records are vital aspects of sport, especially providing standards of achievement and evaluation, while providing year 

round fun and interest. 

 

ACT THREE: The TWIBIA question was answered with the fact that Frank Robinson holds the record for the most career home runs on Opening 

Day with eight. 

       The Clutch Performer of the Month program was announced with voting to begin in May. The 2007 victor was the New York Yankees Alex 

Rodriguez.  

       The very successful “Pitch, Hit and Run” Program was promoted. This is a baseball skills program for children 7 to 14 to compete locally with 

the opportunity to advance to the National Finals, which take place at the MLB All-Star Game. 

Educational theme: Trivia is often the source of baseball lore and legend, which leads to interest, fun and excitement for both fans and players. 

These apparently insignificant facts present insight into the players and the game of baseball. 

Educational theme: One of the most appealing things about baseball is the ability to excel in difficult and tough situations. Performing in such 

clutch situations is a learned skill. 

Educational theme: Play matters! It is essential to the physical, mental and emotional development of children. Research shows that with the 

positive childhood experience of physical activity, adults are more likely to be active for a lifetime. 

 

ACT FOUR: This off-season, the Tampa Bay Rays changed their image as they unveiled their new name and uniforms. And Hollywood superstar 

actor Kevin Costner and his band helped kick off the unveiling.  Costner’s  passion for baseball is obvious on the movie screen, in such classics as 

Bull Durham and Field of Dreams. In his more recent film, For Love of the Game, Yankees owner George Steinbrenner permitted Costner to shoot 

the film in Yankee Stadium. In 1999, Kevin was called upon to introduce the MLB All Century Team. Costner had the chance to share the moment 

with his family and his daughter had a memorable interaction with the legendary Ted Williams. 

Educational theme: Image is the key to excellence and to success. Children must be taught to dress for success. 

Educational theme: To understand Americans one must understand baseball. Baseball is filled with stories of success, failure, fantasy and dreams 

that reveal the impact of baseball as an American social and cultural institution.  

 

ACT FIVE – “How „bout That!”: The trademark feature of TWIB was set to the music of REM. The clips featured the highlights and sounds of the 

season’s first week mixed in with elements from spring training. The best plays included barehanded catches, creative backhanded tosses, over-the-

shoulder catches, bloopers, numerous home runs, and Ryan Zimmerman’s landmark home run in Washington. 

Educational theme: The artistic value of sport can be found in the art, beauty and rhythmic movements of elite athletes. 

Educational theme: Sport pedagogy involves the active observation of effort and skill. Once it has been observed, it can be executed. Youngsters 

must learn a variety of athletic movements and skills to become physically educated.  

 


