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QUARTERLY TOPICS REPORT
issues and opinions

WGTE Public Media – FM 91
Toledo, OH

WGTE-FM 91.3 Toledo, OH
WGLE-FM 90.7 Lima, OH
WGBE-FM 90.9 Bryan, OH

WGDE-FM 91.9 Defiance, OH

For the period January 1, 2013 to March 31, 2013

The licensee of station WGTE Public Media has determined that the following 
issues were of importance to the Northwest Ohio/Southwest Michigan community 
during the past three months and has aired the following most significant 
programming to address those issues.
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Topics

Page Category

3 Arts and Entertainment

5 Business

9 Crime

12 Economy

20 Education

30 Energy

31 Environment

32 Health

36 Labor

38 Politics

55 Transportation

Sources: Ohio Statehouse News and The Blade

All items aired during the local 4 minute newsbreaks in Morning Edition at 
7:06 a.m. and 8:06 a.m. on FM 91, and consisted of live-read material mixed 
with the occasional produced segment, as provided by the syndicated news 
sources listed above.
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ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT
Title: Toledo Zoo welcomes polar bear cubs
Date: 1/23/13
Duration: 40”

The Toledo Zoo expects two new polar bear cubs should be ready for display by 
the public in May. The cubs were born on Nov. 21 and have yet to be named 
because their genders have not been identified. Their mother, Crystal, 13, is caring 
for them off-exhibit where the zoo’s animal care staff is tracking their progress 
through a monitor in the den.

Title: Pearson Metropark
Date: 2/5/13
Duration: 35

Pearson Metropark is planning a major upgrade to its grounds beginning this 
spring. The park system plans to install an interactive children's playground and 
also construct a shelter as part of its wetlands-restoration project.

Title: Toledo Auto Show opens at SeaGate
Date: 2/7/13
Duration: 35”

The Toledo Auto Show begins today and visitors can expect to see about 175 
vehicles inside the SeaGate Convention Centre downtown. Marie Gilman, auto 
show manager for the Toledo Auto Dealers Association, told The Blade that it's a 
great place for people thinking about buying a car because it's easier than driving 
around to different dealerships.

Title: Crystal Bowersox includes Toledo in singing tour
Date: 2/7/13
Duration: 30”
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American Idol runner-up and northwest Ohio native Crystal Bowersox will take 
the stage at the SeaGate Convention Centre on March 3, as part of her 2013 tour.
Seats for the event are $37, with all proceeds going to the Toledo School for the 
Arts, where Ms. Bowersox attended high school.

Title: Second phase of Promenade Park renovations released
Date: 2/28/13
Duration: 60”

In a plan that Toledo Mayor Mike Bell says will help to build the future of the 
downtown area, city officials are spending money to spruce up Promenade Park. 
The mayor has released the second phase plans for renovation of the park, which 
used to be a bustle of activity, especially for “Party in the Park” events that filled 
up marina docks on the Maumee River and packed the downtown lawn with 
people.

Title: Hefty croc coming to Toledo Zoo
Date: 3/12/13
Duration: 25”

The largest saltwater crocodile in North America - and possibly the Western 
Hemisphere - is coming to the Toledo Zoo. The crocodile, known as Big Guy in 
his native Australia, is 17 feet long, weighs about 1,500 pounds, and is between 40 
and 50 years old.
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BUSINESS
Title: CARGO TRAFFIC DROPPED AT PORT OF TOLEDO DURING 2012
Date: 1/21/13
Duration: 1’15”

Record-low coal business and a steep drop in salt shipments after a warm winter 
were the main factors in a nearly 13 % decline in cargo traffic through the Port of 
Toledo during 2012. 

Title: EOPA fires its CEO over grant funding, other issues
Date: 1/29/13
Duration: 55”

The Economic Opportunity Planning Association of Greater Toledo has fired its 
CEO, effective immediately, The Blade is reporting. Board members voted 13-5, 
with one member abstaining, to terminate CEO James Powell, stating that his 
continuance with the board puts a Head Start grant in jeopardy.

Title: Businesses Seek More Than $850M In Workers Comp Judgement
Date: 2/1/13
Duration: 1’30”

Thousands of Ohio companies could lay claim to more than 800 million dollars in 
restitution from the state Bureau of Worker's Compensation. Bill Rice of Ohio 
Public Radio Station WCPN reports.

Title: O-I STOCK
Date: 2/1/13
Duration: 25”

Owens-Illinois saw its stock price rise almost 5% yesterday after announcing its 
2012 earnings. The Perrysburg company, reported a profit for the first time in three 
years. The company made $184 million last year after losing $500 million in the 
previous year.
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Title: BBB OFFERS GUIDE TO CHARITIES
Date: 2/4/13
Duration: 1’05”
From A+ to F, the Better Business Bureau has rated nearly 200 local charities on 
measures such as transparency and the percentage of funds they spend on their 
mission. The ratings have been published in a 40-page booklet available for free to 
consumers to aid in making decisions about donations.

Title: AUCTION
Date: 2/5/13
Duration: 35”

A historic downtown Toledo building will go on the auction block next week. The 
17-story Spitzer Building, at 608 Madison Ave., is scheduled to be sold at a Lucas 
County Sheriff's sale auction on Feb. 14 in the county courthouse.

Title: Hollywood Casino Toledo shows slight revenue increase
Date: 2/8/13
Duration: 40”

Although it didn’t come close to touching the business of Tinseltown, Hollywood 
Casino in Toledo saw a slight bump in revenues this January.

The numbers released by the Ohio Casino Control Commission showed that both 
of Penn National Gaming, Inc.’s casinos in Toledo and Columbus saw business 
increase the first month of 2013

Title: Downtown Warehouse District plan goes to council
Date: 2/15/13
Duration: 33”
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A plan to turn Toledo’s Warehouse District into an urban village is on its way to 
city council for approval. The 57-page master plan would include zoning 
regulations, design standards and architectural review of the downtown area that 
includes Fifth Third Field where the Mudhens play.

Title: Cedar Fair
Date: 2/20/13
Duration: 35”

It was a good year for Cedar Fair, the Sandusky-based company that operates 
Cedar Point, Kings Island, and 9 other amusement parks, as well as 6 water parks, 
and 5 hotels in North America. The company had a record profit of 101 million 
dollars last year, up 43 percent from the year before.

Title: Pythian Castle a monument to hard times
Date: 2/25/13
Duration: 45”

Developers like David Ball are visionaries and dreamers. They are occasionally 
guilty of excessive optimism, but Mr. Ball — one of downtown Toledo’s most 
active developers — said he  can’t remember a time in 30 years in which the 
central business district has had as much momentum.

Title: Toledo’s oldest fire station to get facelift
Date: 3/8/13
Duration: 35”

North Toledo's Fire Station 3 - once slated for closure - now is scheduled to receive 
a face-lift that will include two new bays for firefighters' use. Fire Chief Luis 
Santiago closed the 85-year-old building in September because of cracks in the 
floor of the fire engine bay. He said it was unsafe for parking fire trucks.
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Title: Marathon could become largest Ohio company
Date: 3/15/13
Duration: 20”

Marathon Petroleum Corp. could become the largest or second-largest company in 
Ohio, according to one of its top officials.

Title: Andersons stock soars
Date: 3/20/13
Duration: 35”
People who own stock in The Andersons should be smiling. Shares of the 
Maumee-based agribusiness have been surging all month, and this week reached 
their highest price since the company announced a two-for-one stock split in 2006. 
Yesterday, the stock closed at 52 dollars and 10 cents a share.

Title: Two nightclubs might lose licenses
Date: 3/20/13
Duration: 35”

Two Toledo nightclubs are at risk of losing their liquor licenses because of repeat 
violations. A city council committee recommended yesterday that licenses held by 
Remy's Gentlemen's Club on Matzinger Road and O’Fives Bar & Grill on Starr 
Avenue be allowed to expire. Police cited a consistent pattern of violence at both 
establishments. Those include eight shootings since 2010 at Remy’s, the buying 
and selling of drugs, and illicit activity in a back room.
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CRIME
Title: Coalition to prevent repeat criminals seeks funding
Date: 1/22/13
Duration: 50”

A local coalition that helps former criminals released from prison stay on the right 
track when they get out by providing employment and services they need, is 
seeking funding to keep the organization afloat.

Title: Prosecutor Requests Life Sentence for Amish Bishop
Date: 2/6/13
Duration: 1’30”

The U.S. Attorney's office wants Ohio Amish bishop Samuel Mullet behind bars 
for life as punishment for orchestrating a series of attacks against other Amish. 
Federal prosecutors filed the request Tuesday with the judge who is due to 
sentence Mullet and 15 others this week. From Ohio Public Radio member station 
WCPN, David C. Barnett has more.

Title: Rudell Lupo Charged OPR
Date: 2/15/13
Duration: 1’20”

Youngstown businessman Ben Lupo was in federal court yesterday, accused of a 
federal crime. His company owns trucks that Ohio EPA agents say they caught 
dumping fracking waste into storm drains that lead to the Mahoning River.

Title: Jeep
Date: 2/20/13
Duration: 35”

Jeep's Twitter account was hijacked by an unknown hacker yersterday afternoon, 
but the company quickly regained control. At about 1:30 p.m., somebody started 
posting a string of tweets from Jeep's official Twitter account. Some were profane 
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and most were nonsensical. Some indicated that Jeep had been sold to another car 
company.

Title: crackdown on elder abuse is proposed
Date: 2/22/13
Duration: 1’05”

Ohio’s attorney general and some state legislators are proposing more safeguards 
to keep senior citizens from being abused and financially taken advantage of. For 
more on their ideas we go to Statehouse correspondent Bill Cohen who files this 
report.

Title: Does O chem disclosure law violate fed law?
Date: 3/6/13
Duration: 55”

A veteran Ohio environmental activist has filed a petition with the federal EPA, 
charging that a 12-year-old Ohio law violates FEDERAL law and endangers public 
health and safety. Theresa Mills says FEDERAL law requires industries to file 
detailed reports on the hazardous chemicals they use…with cities, local emergency 
management agencies, and local first responders….but the OHIO law says oil and 
gas drillers need to send the information only to the state Department of Natural 
Resources. Mills warns – in a chemical emergency involving drillers, that could 
mean that volunteer firefighters and other first responders would be flying blind.

Title: require wireless comps to track missing people? 
Date: 3/14/13
Duration: 1’20”

Wireless companies can track the location of virtually every cellphone in their 
coverage areas, and Ohio legislators are considering passing a new law that would 
make sure that that ability can be quickly used in emergencies.
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Title: Justice Department Investigates Cleveland Police Use of Force
Date: 3/15/13
Duration: 1’45”

The federal government is investigating the Cleveland Police Department to see if 
officers there show a pattern of using excessive force.

Title: Firefighters, city prosecutor suspended
Date: 3/15/13
Duration: 45”

Two firefighters at Toledo’s downtown fire station have been suspended for using 
a life squad as a party bus, while two others are under investigation for allegations 
of drunk driving. A city attorney has also been suspended for how he handled one 
of those drunk driving cases. The Blade is reporting that the Toledo Fire 
Department suspended the two firefighters in late February after they used the life 
squad on Jan. 19 to ferry three nurses to and from downtown's Station 5 to a 
Christmas party.

Title: Second phase of rape investigation to begin
Date: 3/19/13
Duration: 50”

Ohio Attorney General Mike DeWine is about to launch what he calls  “phase two” 
of the investigation into last August’s rape of a 16-year-old girl by two 
Steubenville High School football players. The former U.S. senator said a grand 
jury will investigate whether other crimes were committed, including obstruction 
of justice, from outsiders who might have witnessed the crime but did not come 
forward to report it.

Title: Ohio Atty General talks about recent arrests in Steubenville
Date: 3/20/13
Duration: 60”
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Ohio Attorney General Mike DeWine says authorities in Steubenville arrested two 
people yesterday after they put threatening messages on social media sites.

ECONOMY

Title: Ohio angle on nat’l mortgage settlement (short)
Date: 1/16/13
Duration: 1’15”

U.S. Senator Sherrod Brown says the recent agreement by 10 major mortgage 
servicers to pay billions of dollars to wrongly-foreclosed homeowners is 
good….but not big ENOUGH. For more we go to Ohio Public Radio’s Bill Cohen 
who files this report.

Title: Governor Kasich signs bill that he says will be more fair for small banks in Ohio
Date: 1/17/13
Duration: 1’05”

A few weeks after signing the bill, Gov. John Kasich traveled to Newark, east of 
Columbus to ceremoniously sign a law that he says will make the tax system fair 
for all banks, regardless of their size. In the past, Kasich says big banks with a lot 
of equity have been able to move it around to avoid taxes.

Title: Glass City enclosures increased in 2012
Date: 1/17/13
Duration: 1’20”

According to a California-based real estate tracking report..The foreclosure-related 
activity in the Toledo area increased by about 7 percent in 2012. 
According to RealtyTrac there were just over 5,700 foreclosure-related filings in 
the four-county Toledo area. Lucas County had just over 4,600. Surrounding 
Fulton, Wood, and Ottawa counties reported just over 1,100 in total.
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Title: Ohio city gets record-shattering unclaimed $ (short)
Date: 1/29/13
Duration: 1’15”

Virtually every day, some people type their name into a special internet site and 
discover that they are owed money that is sitting in Ohio’s Unclaimed Funds 
system. It could be a long-forgotten rent deposit, an abandoned savings account, or 
an uncashed utility refund. YESTERDAY Ohio commerce officials made history 
when they handed over an unclaimed funds check made out to --- not a 
person….but a Northeastern Ohio CITY. For more we go to Ohio Public Radio’s 
Bill Cohen who files this report.

Title: Consumers weigh in on credit card swipe fees
Date: 1/30/13
Duration: 45”

New rules allow merchants to pass credit card "swipe fees" along to their 
customers. But if a sampling of local retailers by The Blade is any indication, 
Toledo-area shoppers don't have much to worry about. Part of that is because the 
swipe fees -- which are usually between 1.5  and 4% of the purchase price -- are 
already built into most retailers' business models. But it's also because the local 
companies don't think it's the right thing to do.

Title: County counts homeless to help with services
Date: 1/31/13
Duration: 40”

Volunteers scoured Lucas County on Wednesday to count the number of homeless 
people, an annual count required by the U. S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development. The department tells The Blade that the count is critical to determine 
how to fund local homeless services.



14 | P a g e

Title: Kasich: JobsOhio critics’ goal is to wreck O economy (short)
Date: 2/1/13
Duration: 60”

Ohio’s Governor John Kasich yesterday charged that those who keep filing court 
challenges against his new privatized economic development agency are doing it to 
mess up Ohio's economic recovery...on purpose.

Title: Guv’s sales tax broadening would hit haircuts, cable TV, movies and more (short)
Date: 2/6/13
Duration:1’10”

To help pay for a massive slashing of Ohio's graduated state INCOME tax, 
Governor John Kasich is proposing applying the state SALES tax to many 
SERVICES. For more on the affected services we go to Statehouse correspondent 
Bill Cohen who has this report.

Title: lib study: K’s taxshift means low half pay net tax HIKE (short)
Date: 2/8/13
Duration: 1’30”

Governor John Kasich has been touting a massive tax reform plan this week. He’s 
labeling it an overall 1.4 billion dollar NET tax CUT. But critics are now 
highlighting a study that contends that nearly half of all Ohio taxpayers could wind 
up paying MORE.

Title: Anti-poverty agency loses two more leaders
Date: 2/8/13
Duration: 45”

Two key leaders at the Economic Opportunity Planning Association of Greater 
Toledo have announced their retirement on the heels of the CEO’s ouster last 
month.
Head Start Director Albert Scott, and Director of Community Resource 
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Coordinating, William Mosely have announced their retirements - Mr. Scott’s was 
effective Wednesday and Mr. Mosely will be leaving next month.

Title: National stats place Toledo in middle for high income households
Date: 2/13/13
Duration: 30”

Toledo ranks in the middle of U.S. cities for percentage of high-income 
households, according to the U.S. Census Bureau. About 2.7 % of the households 
in northwest Ohio are in the top five percent of the U.S. population, which the 
census bureau puts at 191 thousand dollars a year.

Title: Toledo councilman suggests water bill changes
Date: 2/15/13
Duration: 35”

Toledo city councilman Adam Martinez has drafted legislation that would allow 
city water users to pay their bills monthly instead of quarterly, and increase the 
number of days they have to pay their bills from 15 to 30.

Title: VFW: internet cafes hurt our charity drives (short)
Date: 2/27/13
Duration: 1’20”

There appear to be nearly 800 internet cafes and sweepstakes stores across Ohio 
that are being accused of siphoning money away from charity gambling conducted 
by veterans groups.

Title: CCW permits hit record high
Date: 2/28/13
Duration: 1’10”

The number of Ohioans obtaining a license to carry a concealed weapon has just 
set another record.
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Title: Findlay named second for business expansion
Date: 3/5/13
Duration: 40”

The city of Findlay ranked second among communities for its size in business 
expansion projects in 2012. That's according to Site Selection magazine, which 
tallies the number of new businesses or expansion projects that create at least 50 
new jobs, add at least 20,000 square feet of floor space, or involve a capital 
investment of at least one million dollars.

Title: Toledoans now able to pay by phone for parking meters
Date: 3/7/13
Duration: 40”

Toledo’s parking meters have gone smart-phone. Those tired of making sure they 
have a pocketful of quarters when heading downtown, or fed up with getting 
tickets when meetings run longer than expected, now have the option of paying for 
parking meters by phone.

Title: Sales tax rate reduction counters tax base expansion, some say
Date: 3/8/13
Duration: 40”

Ohio county officials have shown their approval that Governor John Kasich plans 
to expand the sales tax base to include a long list of services. But they are not so 
happy to learn that the expansion is part of a bigger package that calls for a half-
penny reduction in the current sales tax.

Title: Many won’t notice latest “automatic” income tax cut ?
Date: 3/13/13
Duration: 60”
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No matter what happens with Governor John Kasich’s proposal for a major tax 
shift, Ohioans are poised to get a 400 million dollar cut in the state income tax this 
year. The virtually-automatic tax cut is being triggered by tax revenues coming in 
ABOVE & BEYOND what’s needed to shore up Ohio’s rainy day fund. Many 
Ohioans may not even NOTICE the tax break’s impact on their own wallets. At 
least that’s what a think tank on the political left is saying. Zach Schiller of Policy 
Matters Ohio outlines his group’s research.

Title: Lucas County unemployment up from December
Date: 3/13/13
Duration: 45”

Local unemployment rates rose this past January. Lucas County's unemployment 
rate was 9.6% in January, compared with 7.6% in December. Toledo's jobless rate 
went from 8.2 in December to 10.3% in January. All 88 counties in Ohio saw their 
unemployment rates rise.

Title: Toledo population decline
Date: 3/14/13
Duration: 1’05

The Toledo area's long-term population decline continued last year, but may be 
slowing down, according to new estimates from the U.S. Census Bureau. Lucas 
County lost just under 2,000 residents between 2011 and 2012, while overall the 
four-county Toledo metropolitan area lost just over 600 people compared with 
2011.

Title: leg leaders to biz
Date: 3/18/13
Duration: 2’35”
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With a June 30th deadline looming, that proposal from Ohio governor Kasich for a 
massive tax cut and tax shift is in limbo in the Ohio House of Representatives. 
Several committees and sub-committees have heard testimony on two major 
PARTS --- a big cut in the state INCOME tax……and a broadening of the state 
SALES tax to include about 80 services…..from haircuts and cable TV to movie 
tickets and parking garages. The dilemma for majority Republicans is – business 
groups like the Ohio Chamber of Commerce and the National Federation of 
Independent Business are balking at endorsing the sales tax part…even though it’s 
linked with the income tax CUT. Republican leaders issued a statement on Friday, 
trying to get support for a total PACKAGE, not just individual PARTS. Here is the 
spokesman for House Republicans, Mike Dittoe (DIH-toh), being interviewed by 
statehouse correspondent Bill Cohen.

Title: BWC Refund
Date: 3/21/13
Duration: 1’10”

A Cuyahoga County judge has ruled that Ohio's Bureau of Worker's Compensation 
has to pay hundreds of millions of dollars in restitution to more than 270 thousand 
employers.

Title: O jobless rate remains unchanged in Feb (short)
Date: 3/25/13
Duration: 60”

Ohio’s official unemployment rate for February remains unchanged from January, 
but jobs officials say the leveling-off MASKS a positive development.

Title: Housing market making a comeback
Date: 3/26/13
Duration: 40”
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After sinking to historic lows from 2007 to 2011, the housing market is coming 
back and could be enough to power the American economy for the next three or 
four years. That's according to Mike Thaman, the chairman and CEO of Toledo-
based Owens Corning as he spoke to the Rotary Club of Toledo yesterday.

Title: This winter is costing state much more than last winter
Date: 3/27/13
Duration: 45”

It seems to many Ohioans that this winter will never end. But to the state’s 
department of transportation, long winters often come with a high price tag. The 
Ohio Department of Transportation's Steve Faulkner explains the state is going 
through a lot of road salt this year.

Title: Toledo's airport on FAA list to cut overnight towers
Date: 3/28/13
Duration: 20”

Toledo Express Airport is included on a list of dozens of airports where the Federal 
Aviation Administration could eliminate overnight air-traffic control. The list has 
prompted the airport business Grand Aire to seek Toledo-Lucas County Port 
Authority help in lobbying against that possibility.

EDUCATION
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Title: students in more than 200 schools probably eligible for private school 
vouchers
Date: 1/15/13
Duration: 1’05”

For the past 7 years, students in poorly-performing Ohio PUBLIC schools have 
been eligible for vouchers, so they could transfer to PRIVATE schools. It appears 
that…for the coming school year, which begins this fall…..those poorly-
performing schools will number more than 200. For more we go to Statehouse 
correspondent Bill Cohen who files this report.

Title: Teaching work load to change at UT
Date: 1/17/13
Duration: 60”

A newly proposed increased teaching workload at the University of Toledo has 
some professors upset, claiming the policy would undermine the university’s 
reputation.

Title: Teachers get training on school violence (short)
Date: 1/18/13
Duration: 50”

More than a hundred Ohio teachers and school principals got some special training 
yesterday on ways to possibly prevent and respond to violent attacks. Former 
Deputy County Sheriff James Burke talked about specific tactics -- like a barricade 
to block an intruder from invading a classroom.

Title: Scott High School celebrates 100 years
Date: 1/18/13
Duration: 25”

2013 is the year of the Bulldogs, as Scott High School has kicked off its centennial 
celebration. The school, which opened opened in 1913 on Collingwood Boulevard, 
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has welcomed such distinguished visitors as Rosa Parks, the Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., and President Obama

Title: Casinos’ School Funds Don’t Add Up to Much
Date: 1/21/13
Duration: 1’40”

The dice are rolling at casinos in Cleveland, Columbus and Toledo and a fourth 
casino opens this this spring in Cincinnati. Some of the casinos’ revenues are to 
fund education, and the first round of those payments has been handed out. But 
StateImpact Ohio’s Ida Lieszkovszky (EE-duh LEE-us-COVE-skee) reports, local 
schools have not hit the jackpot.

Title: LUCAS COUNTY LIBRARIES ARE EXPANDING THEIR HOURS
Date: 1/21/13
Duration: 25”

Toledo voters approved a 2.9-mill levy in November to support the library system. 
Its passage allowed the library to reinstate Sunday hours from 1 to 5 p.m. at the 
Sylvania, Oregon, Heatherdowns, and Main Library beginning Jan. 6.

Title: Teacher report cards
Date: 1/22/13
Duration: 60”

Ohio colleges and universities produce about 6,000 teachers a year. Now, for the 
first time, the state of Ohio has developed a way to measure the performance of 
colleges of education. For more we go to StateImpact Ohio’s Molly Bloom who 
files his report.

Title: Toledo Public Schools pull levy from May election ballot
Date: 1/23/13
Duration: 40”
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A renewal levy for Toledo Public Schools will not be on the May primary election 
ballot after all.

Toledo Board of Education members were expected to vote to place it before 
voters in May, but some board members expressed concern about enough time to 
develop a successful levy campaign and board member Bob Vasquez’ motion to 
place it on the May ballot died for a lack of a second.

Title: Perrysburg junior high student seeks help for homeless
Date: 1/23/13
Duration: 35”

& The experience of a Perrysburg Junior High School seventh grader of sleeping 
outdoors in a cardboard box as part of a social studies assignment prompted him to 
seek out help for the area’s homeless. 12-year-old Michael Skotynsky wrote a 
letter to Home Depot requesting help for the homeless, which the company 
responded to by sending $175 of in store vouchers and seven tarps to the Cherry 
Street mission.

Title: AREA SCHOOL LEADERS AWAIT KASICH'S LATEST PLAN FOR 
EDUCATION FUNDING
Date: 1/28/13
Duration: 50”

Each modern-era governor has attempted to put his own brand on an ever-changing 
funding formula for Ohio's schools. Next week, Gov. John Kasich will try to 
deliver on his promise two years ago to craft his own plan as fellow Republicans 
dismantled the attempts of his Democratic predecessor.

Title: Toledo Public Schools' top guy to retire at contract's end
Date: 1/31/13
Duration: 35”
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Toledo Public Schools Superintendent Jerome Pecko will not return to the helm of 
the district when his contract expires Aug. 1. After a lengthy closed door board 
meeting on Wednesday to discuss his performance, Mr. Pecko told The Blade he 
would not accept a renewal of his contract.

Title: UT’s investment agency has not been audited
Date: 1/31/13
Duration: 1’05”

In the four years since the University of Toledo gave $10 million to its non-profit 
arm dedicated to investing in private businesses, school leaders have never ordered 
an independent audit of that agency. A private auditing firm, Plante Moran, in a 
university-wide audit included three paragraphs about UT's Innovation Enterprises, 
known as UTIE, but it did not track the $7.5 million in investments UTIE made in 
start-up firms, nor did it report on multi-million dollar write offs of UT funds lost 
in the ventures.

Title: KASICH SCHOOL FUNDING
Date: 2/1/13
Duration: 45”

Toledo-area school leaders responded somewhat favorably to Gov. Kasich's school 
funding proposal in that no school districts will receive less money under the plan 
than they currently do. But they withheld final judgement as the impact to 
individual districts is not yet known.

Title: FOR MONDAY: Kasich’s Schools Plan is Great, If It Really Is Fully 
Funded
Date: 2/4/13
Duration: 120”
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Governor John Kasich new plan to fund schools was greeted with a sigh of relief 
yesterday (Thursday) – it promises no cuts to schools, and instead plans to invest 
1.2 billion dollars in education over the next two years. But now, as StateImpact 
Ohio’s Ida Lieszkovszky reports, school superintendents and education advocates 
are left with a lot of questions. For more we go to State Impact Ohio's Ida 
Lieszkovszky.

Title: Schools are starting to learn how they’d fare under Gov’s new funding 
formula
Date: 2/7/13
Duration: 1’15”

School Districts throughout Ohio are starting to see how Governor Kasich’s 
proposed education plan will affect their bottom lines. For more we go to Ohio 
Public Radio’s Jo Ingles who files this report.

Title: Local college professor to be on Jeopardy!
Date: 2/8/13
Duration: 20”

An Adrian College professor will participate in the Jeopardy! game show's 
Tournament of Champions.  The tournament begins airing next Wednesday at 7:30 
p.m. on WTOL-TV, Channel 11 in Toledo. Stephanie Jass, an associate history 
professor from Milan, Michigan will be speaking about her Jeopardy experiences 
Tuesday at 7 p.m. at the Tecumseh District Library, in Tecumseh, Michigan.

Title: State Auditor’s report shows more school districts have scrubbed data
Date: 2/12/13
Duration: 1’13”

A new audit released by Ohio Auditor Dave Yost has identified more cases of 
school districts that are believed to have scrubbed data on state reports. For more 
we go to Ohio Public Radio’s Jo Ingles who has the details.
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Title: Grade cards to be re-calculated for schools identified in state audit
Date: 2/13/13
Duration: 1’10”

The acting leader of the Ohio Department of Education is being asked to 
recalculate grade cards for the nine school districts that have been accused of 
scrubbing student data.

Title: Last year: 110,000 Ohioans got overpayments in jobless benefits (short)
Date: 2/19/13
Duration: 45”

Ohio is continuing to send unemployment compensation overpayments to tens of 
thousands of Ohioans each year. Ben Johnson is with the Ohio Department of Job 
and Family Services.

Title: Cherry Street Mission to purchase former Macomber school
Date: 2/19/13
Duration: 45”

The Cherry Street Mission Ministries has told The Blade in an exclusive interview 
that it is in the midst of a purchase agreement to buy the former Macomber 
Vocational High School property on Monroe Street so that it can place its 
operations under one roof. Dan Rogers, president and chief executive officer of the 
mission, said the five-year plan includes moving its men and women’s facilities, as 
well as its transitional housing for men, its Maple Street Apartments and a food 
service center on West Madison Avenue to the former school, should the sale be 
successful.

Title: STATEIMPACT OHIO
Date: 2/26/13
Duration: 30”
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Ohio schools are adopting new academic standards, known as the Common Core. 
Forty-five other states and the District of Columbia are doing it as well. The goal is 
to put all schools on the same academic page. But what do they mean for Ohio’s 
students, teachers and parents?

Title: Interim superintendent sought first for TPS
Date: 3/1/13
Duration: 30”

The Toledo Board of Education will first be hiring an interim superintendent 
before it starts a lengthy search for a permanent replacement for its departing 
super, Jerome Pecko. Mr. Pecko is leaving his post on the 31st of July after his 
three-year contract expires.

Title: COMMON CORE (STATEIMPACT OHIO
Date: 3/4/13
Duration: 1’30”

The Common Core is a set of expectations for what students should know and be 
able to do in math and English at each grade level. It was developed by teachers, 
math and language experts and others in an effort organized by state school 
chiefs and governors. Ohio is one of 45 states that have fully adopted the Common 
Core. The District of Columbia has also adopted the Common Core. One other 
state – Minnesota — has adopted only the English language arts standards. The 
states that are not participating are Alaska, Nebraska, Texas and Virginia.

Title: UPDATED: Oberlin cancels classes
Date: 3/5/13
Duration: 1’40”

After a string of racist, anti-Semitic and antigay messages appeared around campus 
over the past month, Oberlin College canceled classes for a day of rallies and 
reflection.

http://www.ccsso.org/
http://www.ccsso.org/
http://www.nga.org/cms/home.html
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Title: TPS building project success remains questionable
Date: 3/5/13
Duration: 50”

Building for Success, Toledo Public Schools largest infrastructure overhaul, was a 
$650 million project that completely remade the physical face of the district.

Title: UT business college receives international recognition
Date: 3/6/13
Duration: 35”

The University of Toledo's College of Business and Innovation has received 
international recognition. Ed-universal, a collegiate ranking system created by a 
French consulting firm, has UT's business school on its list of top business schools.

Title: Global online math contest holds students’ interest
Date: 3/7/13
Duration: 40”

A global online math competition has grade school students transfixed to their 
computer screens these days. According to a report by The Blade, Monroe Road 
Elementary School kids are right in the thick of things, as they count on their 
fingers and click on their keyboards.

Title: Ohio Department of Education emails show data scrubbing analyzed in 
2008
Date: 3/11/13
Duration: 1’30”
It is well-documented that the Ohio Department of Education long knew — or should have 
known — about extensive data scrubbing at urban Ohio school districts. Media reports in 2008 
detailed how urban districts excluded thousands of test scores on state report cards. And emails 
recently released to The Blade show the education department analyzed data scrubbing, 
discussed media reports about the practice, and held high-level meetings about it.
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Title: MARBLEHEAD BUBBLE GIRL
Date: 3/14/13
Duration: 55”

A little girl from Marblehead is getting a chance to experience preschool even 
though she's unable to go to class. Kyra Conrad, shows up in Danbury Elementary 
School each day by way of FaceTime on a big screen monitor and an iPad. 
Teachers and other children are able to “move” Kyra - who is at her home - around 
the classroom to different activities.

Title: TPS system boosts communication
Date: 3/18/13
Duration: 45”

When bad weather hit in years past and Toledo Public Schools canceled or delayed 
classes, parents and kids had to wait for media reports to cycle through Toledo to 
learn if there was school that day. Now, using a new computer system that allows 
principals and district administrators to record voice messages, TPS staff send out 
alerts directly to parents, telling them their children have a reprieve from classes.

Title: Rossford chooses new superintendent
Date: 3/19/13
Duration: 40”
Dan Creps is officially the new superintendent for the Rossford School District. 
The district’s board of education on Monday hired him, after announcing last week 
that he was the intended choice. Mr. Creps will begin his 28-month contract on the 
1st of April.

Title: Bowling Green faculty looks to approve union contract
Date: 3/19/13
Duration: 45”

The Bowling Green State University faculty has come to a tentative agreement on 
its first contract with the university since unionizing in 2010. According to the 
BGSU Faculty Association, the agreement could be finalized next month, and is 
expected to include retroactive raises and pay increases for faculty members in 



29 | P a g e

upcoming years. Contract talks covered about 25 hours of negotiations over Friday 
and Saturday.

Title: Bulling forum to be held at UT
Date: 3/22/13
Duration: 30”

Bullying of school-aged children is a global issue and is the subject of a free event 
this coming Monday at the University of Toledo. The event is sponsored by the 
Bullying Task Force at UT, and will begin at 7:30 p.m. at Memorial Field House, 
on the Main Campus.

Title: Woodmore schools plans building of new preK-8 building
Date: 3/26/13
Duration: 40”

The Woodmore Local School District is moving ahead with its plan for a new 
building for pre-kindergarten through eighth grades in Woodville. The board of 
education has approved design documents for the planned new school. The new 
building is needed because the old building, which dates to 1923, floods and is 
incompatible with contemporary educational technology.

Title: 40 year fight to give students voting power as univ trustees
Date: 3/28/13
Duration: 1’40”

The decades-long fight to give college students… voting rights on state university 
boards of trustees continues in the Ohio legislature again this year.

Title: Ohio Right to Life upset with University of Toledo
Date: 3/28/13
Duration: 1’30”
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Ohio Right to Life is taking issue with the University of Toledo Medical Center for 
allegedly helping to keep a northwest Ohio abortion provider in business. Ohio 
Right to Life President Executive Director John Coats says abortion clinics must 
have signed agreements with hospitals where they will send patients if something 
goes wrong during the procedure. He says University of Toledo has such an 
agreement with the Capital Care Network.

ENERGY 

Title: Energy savings gather steam at 3 Sylvania schools
Date: 3/4/13
Duration: 1’20”

The Sylvania school district spokesman said last week that Geothermal heating and 
cooling systems installed in Sylvania’s three new elementary schools should pay 
for themselves in energy savings sooner than previously expected. School system’s 
communications director, Nancy Crandell says of Hill View and Maplewood 
schools both fitted in 2010 & 11, that the return will be sooner than anticipated for 
the first two schools. How soon the earlier return will be realized is not yet known.

Title: Clean Energy Jobs On The Rise
Date: 3/8/13
Duration: 1’25”

A new report out this week shows more than 110,000 clean energy jobs were 
generated in the US in 2012.

Title: Natural gas customers contracts to expire
Date: 3/12/13
Duration: 40”
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Thousands of Toledo-area natural gas customers will be getting notices this month 
that their contracts with IGS Energy will expire on April 1. The people who get the 
notices are part of the Northwest Ohio Aggregation Coalition.

Title: Toledo Edison says upgrades will decrease outages
Date: 3/21/13
Duration: 30”

Toledo Edison reports it will spend $11 million this year to improve the reliability 
of its electrical system in northwest Ohio. The money is being directed at four 
major projects that will upgrade the utility’s electrical system, as well as add to its 
reliability so that outages either never take place or are as short as possible.

ENVIRONMENT
Title: Children meet the great outdoors at Olander Park
Date: 1/14/13
Duration: 45”
A naturalist for the Olander Park System, Sandy Gratop wants to see children 
outside no matter the season — spring, summer, fall, or winter.

Title: New Process May Make “Clean Coal” More Viable
Date: 2/11/13
Duration: 1’10”

Ohio State researchers think they’ve hit on a way to make “clean coal” more of a 
reality. They’ve developed what they say is a new, more affordable technique to 
generate electricity from coal without the pollution. For more on that story we go 
to Anne Glausser from member station WCPN who files this report.

Title: Youngstown Dumping Incident Spurs New Regulations on Drillers
Date: 2/22/13
Duration: 1’40”

The recent dumping of 20-thousand gallons of drilling waste water in Youngstown 
has triggered two lawmakers to draft stronger rules for the oil and gas industry.
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Title: O enviro groups reject “pact on fracking” (short)
Date: 3/29/13
Duration: 1’25”

For the past week, a new coalition of environmentalists, energy companies, 
drillers, and philanthropic groups has been touting itself as a breakthrough….in 
forging an agreement over the controversial natural gas drilling technique called 
fracking. But major OHIO environmental groups say they won't have anything to 
do with it.

HEALTH
Title: ‘Lifesaver’ program to begin in Wood County
Date: 1/14/13
Duration: 40”
Project Lifesaver, a voluntary program, provides wristbands embedded with tiny 
radio transmitters to elderly residents with dementia, children with autism, war 
veterans with brain injuries, and others prone to wandering off.

Title: Promedia does away with sugar-laden beverages
Date: 1/17/13
Duration: 50”

ProMedica has decided to ban sugar-sweetened beverages in its hospitals, a 
proposal that may leave a bitter taste in the mouth of some patients and staff 
members.
The new measure takes effect Feb. 1 in Ohio and Michigan medical facilities, and 
hospital officials are hoping it will encourage healthier lifestyles.

Title: UT Medical Center to open new cancer center
Date: 1/25/13
Duration: 40”
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The University of Toledo Medical Center has opened a new cancer 
center that hospital officials say will give all of the treatment patients 
need under one roof.

Title: Research links lightning to migraines, headaches
Date: 1/28/13
Duration: 1’20”

If you've ever blamed the weather for a splitting headache, you might be right. A 
new University of Cincinnati study finds lightning may affect the onset of 
headache and migraines. Fourth-year medical student Geoff (Jeff) Martin is one of 
the researchers

Title: OHIO IS ON THE CLOCK WHEN IT COMES TO MEDICAID 
DECISION
Date: 1/28/13
Duration: 55”

When the Governor introduces his two-year state budget on Feb. 4, he is also 
expected to announce whether Medicaid will be expanded; if so, then the bill 
passed in 2009 would provide coverage to many Ohio adults whose earnings are up 
to 138 percent of the federal poverty level.

Title: Childcare Centers Can Play Key Role in Preventing Obesity
Date: 1/30/13
Duration: 120”

More than one-third of Americans are obese, and that number’s expected to grow 
in the near future, so communities everywhere are trying to address the problem 
from all angles. Health officials and community leaders gathered at a conference in 
Cleveland to discuss how childcare centers can help prevent obesity early on. For 
more we go to Anne Glausser from member station WCPN who was there.
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Title: Kasich HINTS of okaying medicaid expansion (shorter)
Date: 2/1/13
Duration: 60”

The Governor hasn’t yet announced whether he’ll push for Ohio to expand medi-
caid to more adults, but he’s giving a couple of HINTS that he MIGHT.

Title: Gov Kasich: Ohio Will Expand Its Medicaid Program
Date: 2/5/13
Duration: 1’35”

Governor Kasich announced yesterday (MONDAY FEB 4) that he plans to expand 
the state's Medicaid program. The expansion is an option put on the table by the 
new healthcare law, and the decision drew praise and concern. For more we go to 
Ohio Public Radio's Anne Glausser who has this report.

Title: flu cases continue to drop in O
Date: 2/25/13
Duration: 1’10”

The flu virus appears to be on its way out of Ohio. The number of new cases 
continues to drop. That’s word from the Ohio Department of Health.

Title: Ohioans warned about dangerous cosmetics
Date: 3/1/13
Duration: 35”

Ohioans are being warned to stay away from dangerous cosmetic products, thought 
to have caused lead poisoning in a young child. Tessie Pollack of the Ohio 
Department of Health says the eye makeup containing surma, kohl, or kajal is 
found in the Middle East.

Title: Clyde families have homes tested for contaminants 
Date: 3/5/13
Duration: 45”
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Clyde families affected by a childhood cancer cluster have retained a consultant to 
test their homes for potential contaminants. Environmental consultant Joel Hebdon 
collected air samples at the homes Monday.

Title: Report says pregnancy crisis centers often mislead women
Date: 3/7/13
Duration: 1’10”

There are more than 140 centers throughout Ohio that offer services to help women 
who are dealing with unintended pregnancies. Jamie Miracle of NARAL Ohio says 
a new study by her group shows these centers are not offering medical help.

Title: Lucas County continues unhealthy streak
Date: 3/21/13
Duration: 50”
Lucas County again ranked last in the region for being one of the unhealthiest 
counties in Ohio, although it did make gains from the previous year, according to a 
newly-released study. A report from the University of Wisconsin Population 
Health Institute and The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation looked at various 
health measures -- including premature death, smoking, clinical care access, and 
multiple socioeconomic factors.

Title: New study shows poor Ohioans often lack dental care
Date: 3/26/13
Duration: 1’05”

Poor Ohioans in need dental care are discovering that it’s often hard to find a 
dentist who will provide it. David May-ware, the Project Director for Dental 
Access Now, says a new study finds there are places in Ohio where poor Ohioans 
cannot get access to dental care.

Title: Cancer victims file class action against Whirlpool
Date: 3/29/13
Duration: 40”
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A class action lawsuit has been filed against the Whirlpool Corporation, alleging 
that there is a link between a northwest Ohio cancer cluster and toxins found at the 
company’s former park. The suit filed yesterday in Sandusky County Common 
Pleas Court blames cancer cases on the plaintiffs use of polychlorinated biphenyls, 
or PCBs, found at the old park near Green Springs.

LABOR
Title: Unions’ power debated after Enright selection
Date: 1/14/13
Duration: 55”
The power of labor to influence local Democratic Party politics has raised 
questions about how much influence is too much.

Title: New jobs being promised with state job creation dollars
Date: 1/29/13
Duration: 60”

There’s good news on the job front in Ohio. As Ohio Public Radio’s Jo Ingles 
reports, eleven companies plan to invest 51 million dollars throughout the buckeye 
state.

Title: state gov’t study shows fracking boomlet
Date: 2/12/13
Duration: 1’20”

Although there’s a lot of controversy over the relatively new oil and gas drilling 
method called horizontal fracking, there’s one thing that supporters and critics 
agree on --- the industry is growing in Ohio. The Department of Job and Family 
Services has put out the first of what promises to be a series of QUARTERLY 
reports on that growth.
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Title: Big controversy over JobsOh
Date: 3/8/13
Duration: 1’20”

Ohio’s Republican Auditor, Dave Yost, has issued a subpoena to JobsOhio, 
requesting the private development agency hand over their financial records 
through the end of last June.

Title: Update on JobsOhio
Date: 3/20/13
Duration: 45”

Ohio Attorney General Mike DeWine says Ohio Auditor Dave Yost will get the 
documents he has subpoenaed from the state’s private, non-profit jobs corporation, 
JobsOhio by today’s noon deadline.

Title: Ohio lawmakers want to create program to help businesses keep 
employees on the job
Date: 3/29/13
Duration: 1’10”

Two Republican State Senators want the state to take advantage of a federal 
program that they say would help employ more Ohioans. Senator Bob Peterson 
says there’s a truck company in his district that finds its business ebbs and flows in 
this economy. And in an interview with Ohio Public Radio’s Jo Ingles, Peterson 
explains how using this federal shared work program could help that company and 
others create jobs.

POLITICS
Title: Waterville teen to be page in U.S. Senate
Date: 1/14/13
Duration: 35”
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Julia Phillips, a junior at Anthony Wayne High School, will spend the spring 
session in Washington working as a page in the U.S. Senate.

Title: Governor signs bill into law
Date: 1/15/13
Duration: 1’10”

Ohio Governor John Kasich has signed a bill into law that sets up an A through F 
grading system for Ohio’s school districts. He says the new system will be a better 
way to measure success.

Title: Ohio’s Senators say they’ll support gun restrictions
Date: 1/16/13
Duration: 1’15”

The President is set to unveil proposals to fight gun violence later today. As Sam 
Hendren of Ohio public radio station WOSU reports, both of Ohio's senators seem 
ready to support some form of stricter regulations.

Title: Democratic lawmaker protests moving State of State out of Statehouse
Date: 1/16/13
Duration: 1’20”

Governor Kasich isn’t saying yet where he plans to hold this year’s State of the 
State address. He will only say it’s in the western part of Ohio. But one Democratic 
lawmaker says he doesn’t think lawmakers should consent to allowing the speech 
to be moved away from the Ohio Statehouse. Representative Ron Gerberry says 
the State of the State is a special speech to the Ohio legislature and it should not be 
taken on the road.

Title: SHERROD BROWN ON GUNS
Date: 1/18/13
Duration: 1’20”
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Ohio's Democratic U.S. Senator Sherrod Brown says he's a supporter of the 2nd 
amendment, but that doesn't extend to assault rifles and high volume ammo clips. 
For more on we go to Tim Rudell of Ohio Public Radio member station WKSU 
who files this report

Title: Toledo woman named “co-chair” of President’s inauguration
Date: 1/18/13
Duration: 45”

A Toledo woman whose job was restored at the General Motors Powertrain plant 
during the auto industry bailout will be a guest of honor at the President Obama’s 
inauguration in Washington, D.C.

Title: Democratic (Brown) and Republican (Joyce) Reax To Obama 2nd Inaugural
Date: 1/22/13
Duration: 1’30”

As you might expect, Ohio Senator Sherrod Brown had positive things to say about 
President Obama’s 2nd inaugural speech.  Brown is a democrat, and said he liked 
the President’s call for a modern economy that focuses on infrastructure, R&D and 
education.  And he’s hopeful for more progress on expanding the middle class.

Title: Board of Elections approves email-reading policy
Date: 1/23/13
Duration: 60”

The Lucas County Board of Elections is clamping down on what leaders feel is an 
abuse of the county email system. After learning recently that at least one 
employee has been sending emails to the Ohio Secretary of State's office, elections 
members on Tuesday approved a new policy that allows them to read all 
department employee emails.
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Title: Kasich Davos Preview
Date: 1/24/13
Duration: 1’20”

Ohio Governor John Kasich is scheduled to address the World Economic Forum in 
Davos, Switzerland later today. It's a rare opportunity to put Ohio in an 
international spotlight. For more we go to WOSU's Tom Borgerding who files this 
report.

Title: JobsOhio case to be heard by Ohio Supreme Court
Date: 1/23/13
Duration: 2’10”

The Ohio Supreme Court will take up the case against Ohio’s non profit, private 
job creation corporation, JobsOhio. ProgressOhio, a liberal leaning advocacy 
group, has been trying to get the state’s highest court to accept the case. In an 
interview with Ohio Public Radio’s Jo Ingles, ProgressOhio’s Brian Rothenberg 
explains his group’s case is about two things – constitutional merit of JobsOhio 
and who has standing to sue JobsOhio.

Title: Kasich in Davos
Date: 1/25/13
Duration: 50”

The World Economic Forum draws thousands of CEOs and political 
leaders from across the globe, to discuss the economy and related issues. 
Speaking to a World Radio Switzerland reporter, Governor Kasich says 
with its strong economy and employment rate. Ohio has much to offer 
any potential business partners.
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Title: A Toledo native is being honored nationally.
Date: 1/25/13
Duration: 50”

A Toledo native is being honored nationally. Though risking his life on 
countless occasions & receiving two medals for bravery, former army 
medic Kevin Zimmerman insists that he's not a hero.

Title: Boy Scouts of America considers changing anti-gay policy
Date: 1/30/13
Duration: 45”

The Boy Scouts of America is considering changing a policy and opening its ranks 
to gay youth and adult leaders, an implementation that local leaders told The Blade 
they would support. Gary Harden, president of the Erie Shores Council's board of 
trustees, and Ed Caldwell, the executive for the four-county scout council, both 
told The Blade they would implement whatever changes the national board sends 
their way.

Title: supco: no appeals on oil and gas drill permits (short)
Date: 1/31/13
Duration: 60”

The Ohio Supreme Court ruled on Wednesday that after the state’s division of oil 
and gas issues a drilling permit, there’s no place for critics to appeal. For more we 
go to Statehouse correspondent Bill Cohen who files this report.

Title: Democrats criticize governor’s budget proposal
Date: 2/6/13
Duration: 50”
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Democrats are criticizing Governor Kasich’s newly unveiled budget plan as one 
that gives “big tax giveaways to the richest people in Ohio.”

Mr. Kasich's two-year, $66.3 billion budget calls for a net tax cut of $1.4 billion in 
income tax cuts for individuals and small business, a half-penny cut in the sales tax 
and a hike in taxes on a burgeoning Utica shale drilling industry.

Title: Money route from turnpike tolls questioned
Date: 2/7/13
Duration: 45”

Some lawmakers are questioning why Governor John Kasich won’t write into state 
law that 90 percent of Ohio Turnpike revenues will be used for highway 
construction in northern Ohio. The House Finance and Appropriations Committee 
stripped the turnpike language from the traditional two-year transportation budget 
and inserted it into another bill to be considered separately.

Title: gun owners protest
Date: 2/11/13
Duration: 1’05”

More than a hundred Ohio gun owners rallied at the statehouse on Friday. As Bill 
Cohen reports, they were not expressing anger at the government officials who 
work inside THAT building. Instead, they were protesting FEDERAL lawmakers 
in WASHINGTON.

Title: Losing candidate's donations to McNamara frustrating unions
Date: 2/11/13
Duration: 60”

When Darlene Dunn lost her race to replace Barbara Sears as the state 
representative for western Lucas County in 2008, she ended up just over 9,000 
votes short but with just over $19,000 sitting in her campaign account. Four years 
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later, with no plans to run for office, Ms. Dunn turned over much of the remaining 
money — $10,000 — to the campaign account of Joe McNamara, a young, up-
and-coming Toledo politician, for mayor.

Title: Toledo Council president announces candidacy for mayor
Date: 2/12/13
Duration: 20”

Toledo City Council’s president, Joe McNamara, is announcing his candidacy 
today for Mayor of the city. Mr. McNamara, who is a local attorney and is serving 
his second term as the council’s president, has scheduled a 10 a.m. news 
conference in front of Fire Station 3 in North Toledo to officially announce his run.

Title: Repubs balk at fully endorsing Guv’s tax reform (short)
Date: 2/13/13
Duration: 60”

Some key Republican legislators are balking at endorsing G O P Governor John 
Kasich's plan for a massive Ohio income tax cut, paid for mostly by a broadening 
of the state SALES tax.

Title: Mayor Bell says McNamara lacks the “spinal cord” to run the city
Date: 2/13/13
Duration: 50”

Toledo Mayor Mike Bell has commended City Council President Joe McNamara 
for jumping into the mayoral race, but also threw out some digs about his new 
opponent, saying Mr. McNamara doesn’t have the backbone he does to run the 
city. Mr. McNamara, who officially announced his candidacy yesterday responded 
by saying he might not have the as much “spinal cord” as Mr. Bell - to quote the 
mayor - but that he has a better vision to move the city forward.
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Title: Gay marriage backers make their point on Val Day (short)
Date: 2/15/13
Duration: 60”

Supporters of a proposed ballot issue that would legalize same-sex marriage in 
Ohio spent Valentines Day, demonstrating ….and collecting petition signatures to 
try to qualify their proposal for this November’s ballot. Ohio’s two largest gay 
rights groups are balking over endorsing the petition drive. They say public 
opinion hasn’t shifted ENOUGH towards the gay marriage side. But at a protest in 
Columbus, gay rights activist Tom Morgan insists the movement WILL collect the 
required 385-thousand signatures with volunteers only…and will do it by this 
year’s July deadline, so voters have a chance to legalize gay marriage here.

Title: Toledo council president to step down
Date: 2/19/13
Duration: 40”

Toledo City Council President Joe McNamara has announced his resignation as 
council president, on the heels of his recent announcement that he is running for 
the mayoral seat against current Mayor Mike Bell. Mr. McNamara told The Blade 
he plans to step down today, and downplayed that the reason behind it was that 
other council members had discussed removing him as president and electing 
someone else in his place.

Title: Gov. Kasich to give state address from Lima
Date: 2/19/13
Duration: 35”

Governor John Kasich will give the State of the State address today in Lima - the 
second time the governor will address Ohio outside Columbus. He is expected to 
talk about the state’s $1.9 billion in savings he has built up in the last two years, 
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the state’s drop in the unemployment rate, and his recently unveiled school funding 
plan, The Blade reports.

Title: Guv uses SOS to pitch plan to borrow $ off turnpike
Date: 2/20/13
Duration: 1’30”

Governor John Kasich told a crowd in Lima last night that even with a brightening economy in Ohio, now 
is not the time to get comfortable. He said during his State of the State address that we should not “rest on 
our laurels” or “put the state on cruise control, and that the fear of change is the only thing that can stop 
the state from moving forward.

Title: City Council remains without a president
Date: 2/20/13
Duration: 30”

Toledo City Council is still without a permanent president, after members couldn’t 
come to a consensus after five consecutive votes yesterday. The divided council 
adjourned without a new president, but councilman Shaun Enright will act as 
president pro tem for the rest of February.

Title: Gov. Kasich speaks in the Glass City
Date: 2/22/13
Duration: 25”

Governor John Kasich urged 500 guests last night at the Lucas County Republican 
Party’s Lincoln Day dinner to keep momentum going in Northwest Ohio and 
throughout the State. During the speech, Mr. Kasich spoke about his Medicaid 
expansion plan, as well as the $63.3 billion budget he is trying to pass.
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Title: Dems promise future support of endorsed candidates
Date: 2/22/13
Duration: 50”

Two Democratic members of Toledo City council who refused to vote for their 
party’s preferred candidate to fill a council vacancy have now agreed to support 
party-endorsed candidates in the future. Joe McNamara and Mike Craig have 
agreed to write letters stating their future support of endorsed candidates, The 
Blade is reporting. Mr. McNamara also has agreed to resign as party second vice 
chairman and as co-chairman of the policy and bylaws committee.

Title: Governor Kasich signs puppy mill bill into law
Date: 1/11/13
Duration: 1’02”

Ohio’s Governor has signed a bill into law that cracks down on puppy mills. And 
as Ohio Public Radio’s Jo Ingles reports, he had a little help doing that.

Title: More hints on the State of the State
Date: 1/11/13
Duration: 19”

Ohio Governor John Kasich isn’t giving many details about where he intends to 
hold this year’s State of the State address. He has said it will be in the western part 
of Ohio and will have to satisfy a couple of criteria. Kasich – Well you want to do 
a little geography. You want to go to a market that’s not real big where people get 
excited which is exactly what we saw last year. We just kick it around and it’s 
really that simple. You know, a good place to do it. A good auditorium and all of 
that

Title: Tea Party says it will help challenge Republicans but probably not 
Governor Kasich
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Date: 2/25/13
Duration: 1’20”

Tea Party activists in Ohio say they will back Republicans who challenge any G-
O-P lawmakers who vote for the expansion of Medicaid. Maurice Thompson of the 
1851 Center for Constitutional Law says his group will give legal support to 
anyone in the upcoming primary who wants to take on lawmakers who vote to 
expand the federal health care program for the poor. But he says not to expect his 
group to necessarily back a challenger to Ohio Governor John Kasich, who’s 
already come out in favor of the expansion and has been making the case for it 
recently.

Title: Turnpike turmoil short
Date: 2/26/13
Duration: 1’05”

Democrats in the Ohio legislature say they want to make sure Governor Kasich 
keeps his promises when it comes to the Ohio Turnpike. Democrats say Kasich 
promised a few months ago 90% of the money generated from this plan would go 
back to communities surrounding the turnpike. But Democratic Representative 
Matt Lundy says Kasich and his transportation leaders are now backing off that 
number and refuse to put it in writing in the legislation. Lundy accuses the 
Governor of playing politics.

Title: Elections board should fire top staffers, report says
Date: 2/26/13
Duration: 60”

A report issued through the Secretary of State’s office yesterday recommended that 
the Lucas County Board of Elections fire Republican Director Meghan Gallagher 
and Democrat Dan DeAngelis - a move that two Democratic and Republic board 
members told The Blade they don’t plan to do. Republican board member Jon 
Stainbrook and Ron Rothenbuhler, a Democrat and the chairman of the four-
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person board, said they won’t be firing Ms. Gallagher or Mr. DeAngelis, although 
they agree with much of the rest of the 10-page report.

Title: Springfield Township fiscal officer resigns
Date: 2/26/13
Duration: 35”

The Blade has learned that the fiscal officer for Springfield Township who was 
questioned for turning in late state documents and not working enough hours has 
resigned from the position, Paul Hoag told The Blade he stepped down because he 
did not have enough time for the position.

Title: Secretary of State lifts oversight on local elections board
Date: 2/27/13
Duration: 55”

The Lucas County Board of Elections has been set free of state oversight by the 
Ohio Secretary of State's office -- with the proviso that it clean up its act. The 
oversight was lifted by Secretary of State Jon Husted one day after his two 
appointees issued a scathing report about the Lucas County Board of Elections.

Title: Ohio House to consider turnpike bond plan
Date: 2/28/13
Duration: 50”

The Ohio House is expected to vote later today on the Ohio Turnpike privatization 
plan that includes quadrupling the 241-mile toll road’s debt, in order to generate 1 
& 1/2 billion dollars in new highway and bridge construction funds. Opponents of 
the bill as it stands, say amendments should be included that address Governor 
Kasich’s promises, which included that 90% of the funds generated from the sale 
will be spent in northern Ohio, and that local commuters traveling less than 30 
miles and using EZ-Pass would see tolls frozen at current levels for the next 
decade.
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Title: New poll is good news for Governor Kasich
Date: 3/1/13
Duration: 1’10”

For the first time in two years, Governor Kasich has a positive approval rating in a 
major poll.

Title: State House votes in Ohio Turnpike plan
Date: 3/1/13
Duration: 60”

The Ohio House voted yesterday to ratify Gov. John Kasich’s plan to quadruple 
Ohio Turnpike debt to finance highway and bridge projects across the state. Some 
of those who voted against the bill argued that it would lead to double taxation on 
northern Ohioans, while supporters praised the plan as an innovative way to deal 
with a lack of funds to address the state’s aging infrastructure.

Title: Pakistan mayor visits Glass City
Date: 3/6/13
Duration: 45”

The City of Toledo has a visitor this week from its Sister City in Pakistan. Syed 
Barkaat Ahmed Rizvi, the mayor of Hyderabad, is in Toledo visiting with the 
mayor and looking at ways to bring bring business, cultural, and educational 
benefits back to his community, The Blade is reporting.

Title: GOP legs: we have new way to block Obamacare (short)
Date: 3/7/13
Duration: 1’05”
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Some Ohio Republican legislators are proposing a new way to fight that mandate 
in the new federal health insurance law that says virtually everyone must have 
health insurance.

Title: Senate passes signature-halting ballot bill
Date: 3/7/13
Duration: 40”

The Ohio Senate on Wednesday passed a bill that would prevent ballot campaigns 
from continuing to gather signatures after submitting their petitions to be reviewed 
by county boards of election. The bill, which was backed by Senate Republicans, 
now goes to the House for consideration.

Title: preview of coming week in leg (for airing Mar 11 )
Date: 3/11/13
Duration: 1’30”

Ohio Governor John Kasich’s proposals for a new state budget and the biggest tax 
changes in 4 decades are in the spotlight again this week as state legislators 
continue committee hearings on the ideas.

Title: Toledo street-work plans to be discussed
Date: 3/11/13
Duration: 30”
Explaining how Toledo officials chose 61 miles of streets for rebuilding or 
repaving this year, while taking suggestions for future projects, will be the purpose 
of a neighborhood meeting series that starts this week with sessions in West 
Toledo and East Toledo.

Title: Voter registration confusion results in improved upkeep of applications
Date: 3/12/13
Duration: 50”
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A Toledo man’s misidentification during the November presidential election has 
resulted in the Board of Elections commitment to help voters update their contact 
information. Willard Smith has been voting regularly since 1951, but was upset 
when he showed up at his polling place in Sanger Branch Library last Nov. 6 to 
find that he could not vote for President because he was not registered.

Title:  Councilmen continue to blast Mayor Bell for vehicle purchases
Date: 3/13/13
Duration: 45”

For the second day in a row, several Toledo councilmen criticized Mayor Mike 
Bell for how he went about purchasing two sport utility vehicles for the city. At a 
meeting The Blade attended yesterday, City Finance Director Patrick McLean and 
City Law Director Adam Loukx did not admit blame, but they said ordinances 
calling for the city to purchase the SUV's were not well written.

Title: City holds first of street project meetings
Date: 3/13/13
Duration: 35”

Yesterday, about three dozen residents had questions and comments about 
repaving projects, drainage issues and potholes during the first of a series of city 
meetings about its streets programs. Other questions centered around how street 
repaving projects are divided within the city, and whether roundabouts are being 
considered in certain areas over street widening.

Title: medicaid expansion rally (short)
Date: 3/15/13
Duration: 1’30”

More than 300 people rallied near the Ohio Statehouse yesterday, asking state 
legislators to okay an expansion of medicaid in Ohio to individuals making as 
much 38% above the official poverty level.
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Title: Commission suggests mayoral, council salary bumps
Date: 3/15/13
Duration: 30”

Toledo’s salary review commission has voted to recommend increasing the 
mayor’s salary to what it was four years ago, as well as increasing the salaries of 
Toledo city’s council members. The commission made the recommendation 
yesterday to restore the Toledo mayor's salary to $136,000 for the next mayor and 
to raise the salary of council members from $27,500 to $32,500.

Title: Environmentalists want feds to oversee ODNR’s authority over injection 
and extraction wells
Date: 3/19/13
Duration: 50”

Some environmentalists are asking the Federal EPA to do a full audit and 
investigation of the Ohio Department of Natural Resources, the state agency that 
grants permits for injection and extraction wells. Brian Rothenberg of Progress 
Ohio says the state agency is not doing due diligence in regulating those wells in 
Ohio.

Title: Election reform bill to go before governor
Date: 3/21/13
Duration: 30”
Governor John Kasich is expected to have a bill on his desk this week that is 
intended to make uniform the number of days voters can gather additional 
signatures for election referendum. Opponents of the bill say it weakens people’s 
power to use the ballot box to confront and fight actions of the government.

Title: Kasich for civil unions but that’s not enuf for gay marriage backers
Date: 3/22/13
Duration: 1’25”

Governor Kasich now says he supports the option of civil unions for same-sex 
couples……but remains opposed to gay marriage.
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Title: Mayor proposes five-year water rate increases
Date: 3/22/13
Duration: 40”

Toledo Mayor Mike Bell is putting aside any potential political risk to ensure that 
city residents have safe drinking water. The Mayor said he will ask city council to 
enact the five-year plan, that requests residents’ monthly rates to increase 13.2% 
each year starting in 2014 through 2017, then increase another 4.5% in 2018.

Title: Another possible Democratic nominee withdraws her name to run for 
Governor in 2014
Date: 3/25/13
Duration: 1’10”

Another potential Democratic candidate is dropping off the list to run for Governor 
in 2013.

Title: Democrats have more reasons to push all BMV’s to issue licenses to 
young immigrants who are part of
Date: 3/25/13
Duration: 1’40”

Ohio Democrats who’ve been pushing for all Bureau of Motor Vehicles office to 
provide driver’s licenses to young eligible immigrants have a new tool to help 
them in that fight.

Title: Secretary of State makes changes to website to make it more user 
friendly
Date: 3/26/13
Duration: 50”

The Ohio Secretary of State, Jon Husted, says changes have been made to the 
office’s website designed to make it easier for Ohio voters.
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Title: CORRECTED --ballot issue, NOT Supco ruling, likely to decide gay marriage for O (med)
Date: 3/27/13
Duration: 1’40”

The eyes of supporters and opponents of gay marriage were on the U.S. Supreme 
Court yesterday. That’s because the justices were considering a legal challenge to 
California’s BAN on same-sex marriage. Ohio has a similar ban, but no matter 
HOW the justices rule, it’s not likely to have a DIRECT impact on whether OHIO 
allows same-sex marriage.

Title: Toledo mayor candidate bashes current mayor
Date: 3/27/13
Duration: 40”

Toledo mayoral candidate Joe McNamara is criticizing his opponent - incumbent 
mayor Mike Bell - for supporting Ohio Gov. John Kasich's budget - a plan that he 
says is the reason for recent cutbacks to local government funding. He also said a 
news conference that the mayor should reopen the Northwest District Police 
Station in West Toledo.

TRANSPORTATION
Title: Chrysler to roll out Jeep Liberty successor
Date: 1/15/13
Duration: 45”

A Chrysler executive has revealed that production of a new vehicle to replace the 
discontinued Jeep Liberty will start this spring.

Title: Production cut on Chrysler engine
Date: 1/25/13
Duration: 40”
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Chrysler has announced that it has cut production on one of its 4-
cylinder engines by eliminating a shift at the company’s Dundee, 
Michigan, engine plant.

Title: Perrysburg to take another stab at public transit levy
Date: 2/6/13
Duration: 35”

The City of Perrysburg is going to ask its residents again to support a levy to fund 
public transportation, but this time at much smaller rate. Council last night voted 
unanimously to put a 0.8-mill levy on the May 7 election ballot, a significantly 
smaller levy than the 1.45 mill levy that residents voted down on the November 
ballot.

Title: Chrysler to increase Jeep Wrangler production
Date: 2/12/13
Duration: 20”

Chrysler and the UAW have figured out a way to squeeze a few more Jeep 
Wranglers out of the Toledo Assembly Complex. For the last couple years, 
Wrangler demand exceeded the number that the Toledo plant was able to supply, 
and Toledo is the only place Wranglers are made.

Title: Hybrids Coming to Honda’s first U.S. Plant
Date: 1/11/13
Duration: 58”

Honda will begin assembling its newest line of hybrid vehicles at its plant in 
Marysville Ohio.
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Title: Bill to require BMV’s to issue driver’s licenses to certain immigrants 
under federal program
Date: 3/6/13
Duration: 50”

Some Democratic Ohio lawmakers are proposing a bill they say will make sure all 
of Ohio’s bureau of motor vehicles offices follow federal law when it comes to 
issuing driver’s licenses to eligible immigrants. Democratic State Senator Eric 
Kearney says federal law allows B M V’s to issue driver’s licenses to approved 
participants in the federal program known as Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals. Yet he says that’s not happening consistently.

Title: TARTA approves more stringent ad policy
Date: 3/8/13
Duration: 30”

The Toledo Area Regional Transit Authority has adopted a more definitive policy 
that prohibits issue-oriented ads on the side of its transit busses. The policy, 
effecitve April 1, states that TARTA will not carry any advertisements on its 
transit buses that promote political candidates, levies or viewpoints in public 
matters

Title: 70 mph speed limit is revived (short)
Date: 3/12/13
Duration: 1’05”

Ohioans may soon be allowed to legally drive at 70 miles an hour on many state 
highways, IF an amended version of the state transportation budget becomes law.

Title: Speed limit increase inches toward enactment
Date: 3/22/13
Duration: 35”

If signed it into law, some motorists will be able to drive faster on certain state 
roadways. A newly approved transportation bill calls for an increase to the speed 
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limit on rural highways to 70 mph beginning July 1. Exact boundaries have not yet 
been drawn by the Ohio Department of Transportation.
House Bill 51 passed by a vote of 62-27 on its way to the governor’s desk.


