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WHO-TV DES MOINES ISSUES PROGRAMMING   

 
DESCRIPTION OF PROGRAMS PROVIDING MOST 

SIGNIFICANT TREATMENT OF COMMUNITY ISSUES 
 

All of the programs in the attached grid are locally-produced news programs 
presenting a mix of news, weather, sports and issue-related feature stories and 
segments.  Issue-responsive program segments are usually one to two minutes 
in duration, unless otherwise indicated.  Ongoing segments and daily news 
address a varying mix these established community issues: 
 

 AGRICULTURE 

 MINORITIES/ETHNIC GROUPS 

 BUSINESS & PROFESSIONALS 

 CHARITIES/CONSUMER SERVICES 

 CIVIC/NEIGHBORHOOD/FRATERNAL/RELIGIOUS 

 ELDERLY 

 CULTURE & RECREATION 

 EDUCATION 

 ENVIRONMENT 

 GOVERNMENT 

 LABOR 

 MILITARY 

 WOMEN 

 YOUTH/FAMILIES 

 PUBLIC SAFETY/HEALTH/WELFARE 
 
This is the Master List established in meeting with the Des Moines Area 
Ascertainment Group and will be used as the basis of these reports.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Program 

 

 
Day 

 
Time 

Today in Iowa @ 5 
 
Today in Iowa @ 5:30 
 
TODAY SHOW Updates 
 
WHO News at Noon 
 
WHO News at 4 
 
WHO News at 5 
 
WHO News at 6 
 
WHO News at 10 
 
Today in Iowa Saturday 
 
WHO News at 10 
 
Today in Iowa Sunday 
 
Today in Iowa (5am to 7am) 

Rebroadcast on 13.2 
 
WHO News at Noon 
Rebroadcast on 13.2 
 
    

Monday thru Friday 
 
Monday thru Friday 
 
Monday thru Friday 
 
Monday thru Friday 
 
Monday thru Friday 
 
Sunday thru Friday 
 
Monday thru Saturday 
 
Sunday thru Friday 
 
Saturday   
 
Saturday 
 
Sunday 
   
Monday thru Friday 
 
 
Monday thru Friday 
 

5:00 - 5:30 a.m. 
 
5:30 - 6:00 a.m. 
 
7:25, 7:55, 8:25, 8:55, 9:25, 9:55 
 
12:00 – 1:00 a.m. 
 
4:00 – 5:00 p.m. 
 
5:00 – 5:30 p.m. 
 
6:00 – 6:30 p.m. 
 
10:00 – 10:35 p.m. 
 
8:00 – 10:00 a.m. 
 
10:00 – 10:00 p.m. 
 
8:00–9:00a.m.,10:00–11:00a.m. 
 
7:00 – 9:00 
 
 
3:00 – 4:00 

 

Listed below is a locally produced consistently scheduled program of hyper-local 
issues.  Large segments of this program are repurposed and included in the 
second hour of Today in Iowa Sunday. The duration of these segments is 
approximately 16 minutes. 

The Insiders   Sundays   9:30-10:00 a.m. 
 
News-interview and discussion program featuring a rotating panel of local 
political officials and/or candidates or reporters from the Central Iowa media and 
other news-worthy guests and in a discussion of one or more issues of topical 
interest.  The duration of each program segment is approximately 22 minutes. 
Each program also includes a brief local weather update, approximately 2 
minutes. 



Issues categories most often addresses are (but not limited to): Government, 
Agriculture, Business & Professional, Civic/Neighborhood/Fraternal/Religious 

  
 NBC programming carried on a continuous basis that also addresses 
broader topics, of regional, national and global impact, that are of concern 
to our local viewers and communities. 

NBC Nightly News  Sunday-Saturday   5:30-6:00 p.m. 
 

NBC Nightly News provides reports and analyses of the day's top news stories, 
in addition to regular reports, including: "In-Depth," a longer-form piece which 
examines and provides context for the top news story of the day, "The Fleecing 
of America," an examination of government waste, "Lifeline," a look at current 
health trends in America, and "In Their Own Words," a unique segment which 
allows individuals to speak out on one of the day's top news stories. 
 
Issues categories most often addresses are (but not limited to): All categories 
 
  
Meet the Press  Sundays   9:00-10:00 a.m. 
        3:30-4:30 a.m.  
  

This is a NBC public affairs specializing in topical national issues from the 
nations capitol. Meet the Press is the longest running program on network 
television. The current format consists of one to three interview segments 
featuring guests and newsmakers of national and international importance, often 
followed by today's leading journalists and NBC News' political correspondents 
engaging in a roundtable discussion.   
 
Issues categories most often addresses are (but not limited to): Government 
 
 
 
 
Today    Monday-Friday  7:00-11:00 a.m. 
 

The four-hour broadcast provides the latest in domestic and international news, 
weather reports and interviews with newsmakers from the worlds of politics, 
business, media, entertainment and sports. The final hour of the Today Show is 
rebroadcast weekdays at 2a.m. 
 
Issues categories most often addresses are (but not limited to): All categories 
 

 

Today  Saturday   Saturday  6:00-8:00 a.m. 
 



The two-hour live broadcast provides the latest in domestic and international 
news, weather reports and interviews with newsmakers from the worlds of 
politics, business, media, entertainment and sports. 
 

Issues categories most often addresses are (but not limited to): All categories 
 
 
Today  Sunday   Sunday  7:00-8:00 a.m. 
 
The one-hour live broadcast provides the latest in domestic and international 
news, weather reports and interviews with newsmakers from the worlds of 
politics, business, media, entertainment and sports. 
 

Issues categories most often addresses are (but not limited to): All categories 
 
Mad Money with   Monday-Friday  3:00-4:00 a.m. 
Jim Cramer 
 
The one-hour live broadcast Mad Money is an American finance television 
program hosted by Jim Cramer that began airing on CNBC on March 14, 2005. 
Its main focus is investment and speculation, particularly in publicly traded 
stocks. In a notable departure from the CNBC programming style prior to its 
arrival, Mad Money presents itself in an entertainment-style format rather than a 
news broadcasting one. 

 

Issues categories most often addresses are (but not limited to): Finance  
 
 
WHO-TV Program, Syndicated Program or NBC programming offered on 
special occasions or pertaining to special events 
 
State of the Union   Tuesday  1/20  8:00-10:00 p.m. 
Issues categories most often addresses are (but not limited to): Government  
 
 
Miss Universe    Thursday   1/24  7:00-10:00 p.m. 
Issues categories most often addresses are (but not limited to): Women 
 
 
  
 
 
Syndicated programming carried on a continuous basis that also 
addresses broader topics, of regional, national and global impact, that are 
of concern to our local viewers and communities. 
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U.S. FARM REPORT   Saturday   5:00-6:00 a.m. 
 
U.S. Farm Report covers all aspects of agribusiness both domestically and 
internationally as they relate to the American agricultural scene. Distributed to 
over 190 television stations representing household coverage in 97 percent of 
the country, this program delivers information that makes a critical difference in 
the way America does business. U.S. Farm Report is the longest running, most 
successful agribusiness program in the history of national TV syndication. 
 
Issues categories most often addresses are (but not limited to): Agriculture 
 
HouseSmarts with   Sunday   6:30-7:00 a.m. 
Lou Manfredini 
 

Syndicated program, nationally syndicated program focusing on Home 
Improvement, upkeep and consumer products for home owners.  

Contractor Lou Manfredini answers questions from homeowners on large and 
small projects, outlines building permit requirements, reviews products and tools 
specifically for the do-it-yourself home repair consumer. The program goes 
behind the scenes at trade shows as well as visiting high-end designer show 
rooms. New products and technics are explained and questions are raised and 
answered. Included are best practices when employing contractors and 
specialists. HouseSmarts follows the progress of real people and the lessons 
learned with each project. 

Issues categories most often addresses are:  Environment/Consumer Services 
 
 
POWERHOUSE   Saturday   5:00-5:30 p.m. 
 

Syndicated program, produced for this region which Alliant Energy's PowerHouse 
is an award-winning educational program designed to help you improve the 
energy efficiency, safety and comfort of your home. 

Along with this Web site, the core of our effort is the PowerHouse television 
show. This half-hour weekly program has a unique focus on home energy, 
including heating, cooling, insulation, lighting, safety and more. 

Each week, hosts Megan Turner and Pete Seyfer demonstrate easy do-it-
yourself projects, explore new energy technology and ask the experts for tips that 
you can use in your own home. 

PowerHouse debuted in 1996, and is now in its beginning its 13th season. The 
show is written and produced by Alliant Energy, with production by Screenscape 
Studios of West Des Moines, Iowa. 

Issues categories most often addresses are:  Environment/Consumer Services 
 

http://www.powerhousetv.com/TVShow/index.htm
http://www.powerhousetv.com/TVShow/index.htm
http://www.powerhousetv.com/About/ssLINK/007892
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THE OUTDOORSMAN  Sunday   11:30-12:00 a.m. 
WITH BUCK MCNEELY       
 
Our mission is to inform, educate and entertain the public by showcasing the 
OUTDOOR LIFESTYLE, educating them regarding important industry and 
political issues, and helping to preserve our constitutional right to keep and bear 
arms. The Outdoorsman premiered in 1985 - on one T.V. station in Cape 
Girardeau, Missouri!  Since then, it has become the largest syndicated outdoor 
adventure series in the USA.  The program is also distributed internationally.  
The format includes exciting adventures shot on location, internationally and 
domestically.  The Outdoorsman with Buck McNeely is E/I compliant. 

The series presents celebrity guests and brings important conservation issues 
into focus. 

 

RAW TRAVEL   Sunday   4:30 a.m. 

Raw Travel is unique in that it is independently produced and financed and 
focuses on socially conscious travel. It attempts to showcase the growing wave 
of socially and environmentally conscious travel, while celebrating the self-
discovery that authentic travel and experience among other cultures can bring. 
Each show incorporates eco-tourism, voluntourism (traveling volunteers), 
adventure sports, underground music and culture, food, tradition and much more. 

Voluntourism, or giving back while traveling, either to the environment or to local 
people in need, is one of the fastest growing segments in the travel industry and 
for good reason. Traveling to developing countries often leads to a desire to do 
more than just become a passive tourist, but instead become an active traveler 

 
PETS.TV   Saturday     4:40 a.m. 
 
 
 Syndicated program, that also qualifies and E/I Educational and Informational, 
which focuses on education and interaction between humans and pets for the 
edification of children 13 to 16 years of age.  This show prepares viewers for the 
challenges of different animals and different lifestyles that impact those choosing 
and raising pets. 
 

 Issues categories most often addresses are:  YOUTH/FAMILIES, 
PUBLIC SAFETY/HEALTH/WELFARE 
 
  
 

 



Informational and educational Children’s Programing in addition to the 
regularly schedule Core E/I NBC Network minimum requirement  
 
 N/A this quarter 
 
  
SPECIAL REPORTS CONTAINED IN NEWSCASTS 
 
These Special News investigations are broadcast during the 10 PM News on 
each of the dates listed and are replayed during the following morning‟s Today in 
Iowa, the following day‟s Noon News and the following day‟s 5 PM News.  This 
reports run approximately two to four minutes in length. 
 
Weekly Series: 
Erin and Sonya   5PM News Issues: Health 
Workout of the Week  Every Wed 
Erin and Sonya   4PM News Issues: Health 
Workout of the Week  Every Wed   
Erin     6PM News Issues: Charity  
13 Cares    Every Wed 
 
 

FEBRUARY 2015 SWEEPS STORIES 
 
Thursday, January 30  Secretary of Agriculture Vilsack in D.C.  Dave Price 

What he‟s doing, why he‟s stayed so long, what are his plans next? 

Sunday, February 1  Woman Boxer     Jannay Towne  

Iowa State University student training to defend her national collegiate title in April.  She‟s part of 
a boxing club at Iowa State 

Monday, February 2  PTSD for Marine    Dan Winters 
 
A Marine Corps veteran served two tours in Afghanistan.  He came home w/ PTSD, started using 
meth, lost his job, and hit rock bottom.  He got clean and is one of a handful of people launching a 
new wilderness bonding project for veterans.  He wants to warn other combat veterans about 
what can happen if they don‟t seek help.  He also wants to promote the new wilderness initiative.  
I think I‟ll tell a good amount of the story from his wife‟s perspective.  She‟s a surgical nurse… 
thought her life was great... until she realized he‟d been lying to her (and everyone else) about his 
problems. 
 
Monday, February 9  Cannabinoid Oil versus Hemp Oil.          Stephanie Moore  
 
a company in Des Moines is *legally selling Hemp CBD oil in the state and just received their first 
shipment, they‟ve met with the office of drug control policy which is aware of what they‟re doing-
it‟s a new company hoping to help the families struggling in Iowa.  They are able to do this 
because they‟re planning to sell HEMP CBD oil not cannabis CBD oil, hemp comes from a 
different part of the plant and contains little to no THC and low amounts of CBD but in a 
concentrate form some people are seeing relief. I would talk to business and a patient. 
 
 



Monday, February 16  Iowa Icon: Frank Gotch   Andy Fales 
 
Andy Fales is profiling an Iowa Wrestling Icon Frank Gotch.    Gotch was a professional wrestler 
and is considered to be the founder of Iowa wrestling.  His name belongs with the likes of Bob 
Feller and Kurt Warner on the list of Iowa‟s greatest athletes and biggest sports stars.  Between 
1900 and 1910, he was one of the biggest stars in America.  He is from Humboldt and there is a 
new statue of him in a park, there. 

 
Monday, February 24  Uber vs. Taxicabs    Jannay Towne 
 
Compare rates and waits for Uber and a few Des Moines taxis.  Is it really cheaper? 
 

 
WHO-HD REPRESENTATIVES APPEARANCES AND OUTREACH 
 

2014 

Community Outreach 

Non-Broadcast Efforts and Special Projects with Educational and Information Value for 

Children 
Date Who Where 

1/27/15 Dave Price Speaking to Iowa Renewable Fuels Summit 

1/27/15 Dave Price West Des Moines Library 

1/15/15 Dave Price Speak at Leadership Iowa Session IV 

3/8/15 Dan Winters 
Media Panel Member for Regional State Fair Meeting at Prairie 

Meadows 

 
STATION REPRESENTATIVES COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION 
As active members of the community individuals from our management 
and news team lend their time to organizations outside the confines of our 
on-air product. 
 
  

Patrick Dix is the station‟s representative with the Des Moines /Ames 
Ascertainment Group 

 

WHO-TV FIRST ALERT WEATHER FAX 

Every weekday Monday through Friday WHO-TV distributes approximately 400 
documents via Fax with Weather Alerts. This information pertains to the Central 
Iowa Viewing Area. Late afternoon each Sunday through Thursday weather 
information is gathered and migrated into a standardized form. This form includes 
a 2 to 3 day forecast, a written Weather Summary, Almanac history and National 
Travel information. The faxes are sent to a consistently updated database of area 
business, area hotels, private citizens, schools and government agencies.  



 

WHO-TV WEATHER INFORMATION, AMBER ALERTS AND SCHOOL 
CLOSURES 

WHO-TV extends its internet information distribution by distributing various 
Breaking News, School Closings, Weather, Stocks, Sports and Local 
Entertainment via E-Mail to area subscribers. 

 

 

WHO-TV EXPANDS REACH OF CORE PRINCIPALS WITH SUB CHANNELS: 
WEATHER PLUS & ANTENNA TV  

Weather Plus: WHO-TV uses sub channel 13.2 for Weather Plus a 24/7 weather 
channel using locally created weather information. WHO-TV meteorologists  
record weather updates of several minutes in duration and create a hourly wheel 
of weather information that includes „real time‟ images from our local Mega 
Dopper Radar, local, regional; and national weather maps. WHO-TV also 
partners with Iowa Sports Connection to produce Off the Tee and Friday Night 
Lights which provide local sports scores and information. These programs run 
from one to four hours in durations on a seasonal and weekly schedule. Weather 
Plus fully complies with FCC Children‟s Programming requirements. WHO-TV 
also repurposes PowerHouse and other syndicated programming on an irregular 
basis. This platform also supports all WHO-TV community event and news 
content initiatives with ongoing promotional announcements and Public Service 
Announcements. 

Antenna TV: Provided by Tribune Broadcasting uses sub channel 13.3 to provide 
standard definition repeats of classic programming. Antenna TV fully complies 
with FCC Children‟s Programming requirements. This platform also supports all 
WHO-TV community event and news content initiatives with ongoing promotional 
announcements and Public Service Announcements. 

 

WEATHER PLUS CORE CHILDREN’S PROGRAMMING 

 

ANIMAL RESCUE  Saturdays 7   

Animal Rescue showcases spectacular rescues of all types of animals and 
focuses on the work of dedicated individuals who treat the various creatures on 
the animal kingdom. All stories are authentic and contain actual video of rescues. 
Series is E/I rated ages 13-16 and is suitable for family viewing. Program airs on 
our secondary channel ant therefore can not be counted as core programming 

 

DOG TAILS Saturdays 7:30   

Dog Tails showcases dogs and dog lovers of all types, providing valuable 
information about canine health, training, grooming and overall dog care. Series 



is E/I rated and is suitable for family viewing. Program airs on our secondary 
channel ant therefore can not be counted as core programming 

 

PETS.TV Saturdays 8   

Syndicated program, that also qualifies and E/I Educational and Informational, 
which focuses on education and interaction between humans and pets for the 
edification of children 13 to 16 years of age.  This show prepares viewers for the 
challenges of different animals and different lifestyles that impact those choosing 
and raising pets.  

 

SWAP TV Saturdays 8:30   

Swap TV is a weekly half-hour series about youngsters from different 
backgrounds who trade places for the weekend adventure of a lifetime. 

 

MISSING Saturdays 9   

Missing is a weekly half-hour series focusing attention on the plight of missing 
children. 
 

THE REAL WINNING EDGE Saturdays 9:30   

The Real Winning Edge is a weekly half-hour series profiling teens who have 
overcome challenges successfully and who are introduced by celebrities in their 
field of talent.  
 

 

ANTENNA TV CORE CHILDREN’S PROGRAMMING  

 

ANIMAL RESCUE CLASSICS  Saturday 9 & 9:30 

 “Animal Rescue Classics” is a weekly half-hour reality series showcasing spectacular rescues of 
all types of animals. The series focuses on the dedicated people around the world who help sick, 
injured or abused animals. The program also instructs children on the proper care of animals and 
provides safety tips on how to care for all kinds of creatures in the animal kingdom. The show is 
aimed at children and families who want to learn about animal treatment, care and protection. 

 

SWAP TV  Saturday 10 & 10:30      

“Swap TV” is a weekly half-hour television series about two teenagers from different backgrounds 
“swapping” lives for a weekend. The series meets the educational and informational objectives of 
the FCC‟s Children‟s Programming requirements for children ages 13-16. The programs explore 
the opposite lives of the participating youngsters as they learn about different cultures and family 
settings. Young viewers are exposed to the special interests of the “swapping” youngsters and 
what adjustments they make to a different life situation. The program teaches tolerance of various 
races, creeds and backgrounds while exposing an appreciation to someone else‟s way of life. 
Each episode is informative, entertaining and promotes good social values and respect. 
“Swap TV” is closed-captioned for the hearing impaired and displays the “E/I” icon throughout the 



broadcast 

HEADS UP!  Saturday 11 & 11:30           

 “Word Travels” is a TV series that follows freelance journalist Robin Esrock and national travel 
columnist Julia Dimon as they battle deadlines, jetlag, culture shock – and each other – to file the 
best travel stories possible. While travelling to exotic 
locations and writing about enlightening experiences may sound like an adventurous occupation, 
the life of a travel writer is not always as glamorous as it seems. Filmed in 36 countries across six 
continents, each half-hour episode reveals the real story of professional travel journalism – the 
truth behind the byline, and reinvents the way travel shows are currently presented. 

  

WHO-HD CORE CHILDREN’S PROGRAMMING  

 
 

1
st
 QUARTER 2015 EDUCATIONAL OBJECTIVES 

 

In compliance with the Children‘s Television Act regulations that became effective 

January 2, 1997, the NBC Kids programming block features an on-air icon (E/I) 

indicating that each program is ―educational and informational‖ for children.  This icon 

is displayed throughout each program.  Also, in compliance with the regulations, the 

following document, which includes ―early educational and informational‖ objectives of 

NBC Kids, must be placed in your public file. 

 

The NBC Kids programming block also meets the requirements for video described 

content, as established by the Twenty-first Century Communications and Video 

Accessibility Act, effective October 8, 2010.  Full-power affiliates of NBC that are 

located in the 25 television markets with the largest number of television households 

must provide video-described content at any time they are providing children‘s 

programming.  Each episode of content can be aired no more than twice in the calendar 

year.   

 

Each of the programs listed below, which make up the three hour NBC Kids 

programming block, is specifically designed to serve the early educational and 

informational needs of children ages 2-5.  All of the programs have educational 

objectives and messages that are core to the content and appropriate for the program 

genre.   

 

From January 3rd – March 28, 2015 NBC Kids aired six shows returning from the 4
th

 

Quarter 2014.  These are:  Astroblast, The Chica Show, Tree Fu Tom, Lazy Town, 

Poppy Cat, and Noodle and Doodle.  

 

All six shows were developed specifically for a target audience composed of children 

ages 2-5.  Noodle and Doodle is a live action, fact based, craft and cooking show. The 

five remaining shows have a narrative format and two of the shows (The Chica Show 

and Tree Fu Tom) use elements of fantasy and imagination to develop the educational 

content.  The Chica Show and Tree Fu Tom combine live action with animation, while 

Lazy Town is live action with puppets.  Poppy Cat and Astroblast are both animated 

series. 



 

Astroblast, based on the book series by author and illustrator Bob Kolar, is set on a space 

station in an unknown solar system.  Five animal characters and one three-eyed octopus 

(of unknown derivation) populate the station.  Each episode begins with an everyday 

conversation or incident that grows into a predicament needing a solution.  While these 

predicaments take place in a fantasy environment, the issues and resolutions resonate for 

a preschool audience.  Through comedy and zippy action, our target audience sees how 

the characters learn lessons for practical living such as how to  keep track of things that 

belong to you, practice good habits, clean up when you‘ve made a mess,  rebound from a 

failure or an embarrassing incident, or resist the urge to blame others for your mistakes.   

 

The Chica Show features a five-year-old ―baby‖ chick that spends her days with her 

parents in their costume shop, the Coop.  The shop‘s one employee, Kelly, doubles as 

Chica‘s nanny and the ensemble is rounded out with Bunji, a large floppy eared rabbit, 

and Stitches, a straw mannequin that sits in the window.  In each episode Chica develops 

or encounters a problem that she cannot immediately resolve.  Usually her issues involve 

impulse control, distractibility, judgment, and inter-personal behaviors.  She and Kelly 

usually work on the problem through an adventure—a fantasy transformation to 

animation— where Bunji and Stitches come alive and join Chica and Kelly for the 

problem solving process.  The core educational content is primarily socio-emotional 

development as Chica learns how to express herself properly, think before she acts, and 

interact with others effectively.  She often learns that it takes hard work and practice to 

become proficient at different skills. 

 

Tree Fu Tom is a live action/animated series about a little boy who lives in a rural area, 

yet has a rich fantasy life in the woods behind his home.  Tom uses specific movements 

to summon up magic powers that permit him to morph into an animated hero and fly 

around in Treetopolis, the fantasy version of his woods.  While in Treetopolis, Tom and 

his friends, Ariella, Twigs, Squirmturn and Zigzoo will invariably run into a problem or 

disaster that needs fixing.  Tom calls upon the audience to practice original dance moves 

that will bring him ―Big World‖ magic so he and his friends can resolve their challenge 

of the day.  Educational messages reinforce positive socio-emotional content, with 

examples that model:  being loyal to good friends, knowing how to ask for help, doing 

the right thing instead of what is convenient, making the effort to share rather than being 

selfish and relying on teamwork in order to accomplish a goal. 

 

Lazy Town encourages fitness and healthful habits for preschool children.  In the 

imaginary setting of Lazy Town, characters‘ eating and fitness habits are linked to 

problem solving in their world.  The lead character is Stephanie, a young girl who guides 

the audience through the story as she and her friends (―human‖ puppets) and her Uncle 

(Mayor Milford Meanswell) navigate life within Lazy Town.  Robbie Rotten, the 

underground spy and influencer who personifies the ethos of Lazy Town, is determined 

to ruin the health and fitness practices of Stephanie and her friends.  When the kids have 

difficulty with Robbie Rotten, Sportacus (a gymnast/athlete prepared to answer any call 

for help) comes to the rescue from his home in a zeppelin-like aircraft that hovers over 

earth.  The underlying themes of Lazy Town stress the importance of eating ―sports 



candy‖ (aka fruits and vegetables), always obtaining sufficient sleep, and going outside to 

engage in a wide range of physical activities that include playing games, competing 

athletically, and even building forts and play structures.   

 

Poppy Cat based on a book series by Lara Jones, models the use of imagination and 

storytelling to encourage creative thinking in viewers.  Each episode features the narrator 

Lara, reading a story about Poppy Cat, to her own cat (who is also named Poppy).  She 

weaves an exciting tale following her imagination, which leads her to distant lands 

reached by boat, plane, hot air balloon or train.  Each story features Poppy Cat as the 

leader of a group of animal friends, including the resident bully Egbert the badger, and 

other occasionally recurring characters.  A prevailing message emerges within each 

episode to be nice to your friends and always work together.  There remains an 

overarching implicit message within every episode as well; think creatively and exercise 

your mind through reading and storytelling – for these activities always lead to 

enjoyment and adventure. 

 

Noodle and Doodle, an instructional series, features art and cooking projects around a 

specific theme.  Host, Sean, drives around in a double-decker bus fully equipped with art 

supplies and a kitchen, ready for any assignment.  The projects encourage parent 

engagement and often feature families working together to make something to display 

within the child‘s home.  Sean‘s side-kick, Doggity, is an ever-faithful beagle who 

transforms into an animated character during interstitial trips to a parallel universe, set in 

a kitchen full of prank playing animated characters.  The art projects typically promote 

utilizing recycled materials in order to demonstrate that creativity can transform 

something intended for one purpose into something that achieves a completely different 

goal. 

 

2
nd

 QUARTER 2015 EDUCATIONAL OBJECTIVES  

 

In the 2
nd

 quarter, Noodle and Doodle will be replaced by a new animated series, Earth 

to Luna. 

 

Earth to Luna is a Brazilian animated series specifically aimed at teaching 2-5 year old 

children how to ask questions about nature and science and vigorously pursue the 

answers.  The show encourages curiosity, research, and critical thinking.  Each episode of 

the show is focused on a particular creature, object, or phenomenon that would be of 

interest to the target audience.  For example, Luna might wonder how she can grow a 

plant without a seed and finds the answer through her inquiry process. The characters, 

Luna, Jupiter (her brother), and Clive (their pet ferret) embark on a research effort that 

takes the audience through each step that answers their overarching question.  The show 

uses recurring features, signature phrases, and songs to cue the audience when they need 

to do research, when they transition to the adventure, and when they have reached the 

ending to review all they‘ve learned.  
 

1
st
 QUARTER 2015 SHOW SUMMARIES

 

 



Astroblast is the space station and home of six animal characters in Bob Colar‘s book 

series of the same name.  The space station is managed by an over-confident and 

exuberant commander, Comet the dog.  The crew includes, Sputnik the pig, a very 

knowledgeable reader;  Haley, a rabbit, Comet‘s true peer and an athlete; Radar, the 

monkey, who is somewhat self-involved,  Jet, a silent alligator whose gestures and 

expressions are his mode of communication, and Sal, a congenial three-eyed octopus who 

runs the counter in the Smoothie Shack, the space station café.  While the space station 

supports the missions of a bizarre and diverse array of aliens, the Smoothie Shack is the 

hub of social interaction for the galaxy. There is always something happening at 

Astroblast and everyone on the crew has plenty to learn to keep the community happy 

and on an even keel. 

 

The Chica Show features a five-year-old ―baby‖ chick that spends her days with her 

parents in their costume shop, the Coop.  The shop‘s one employee, Kelly, doubles as 

Chica‘s nanny and the ensemble is rounded out with Bunji, a large floppy eared rabbit 

and Stitches, a straw mannequin that sits in the window.  Chica‘s parents were formerly 

entertainers in the vaudeville tradition and they regale the audience with stories and songs 

from their theatrical past.  They enjoy and indulge Chica, who sometimes acts younger 

than her age and gets into all kinds of predicaments.  Kelly uses fantasy play to transform 

herself, Chica, Bunji and Stitches into animated characters in another universe, who are 

struggling with a problem similar to the one Chica experienced in the Coop.  Without 

fail, they find the problem can be solved and they carry that knowledge back to the Coop 

to use on another day.   

 

Tree Fu Tom focuses on the amazing adventures of a young boy called Tom who, with 

the power of ‗Big World‘ magic that depends upon specific movements, can transform 

into a tiny but mighty magical super hero who travels to the wondrous enchanted 

kingdom of Treetopolis. During each program Tom calls upon the audience to follow his 

moves and send him the ―Big World‖ magic he needs to solve the problem he and his 

friends are facing.  These friends include Ariella, a butterfly who is also a rancher and has 

rope lassoing skills, Twigs, an acorn sprite who folds himself into an acorn when he‘s 

frightened, Squirmturn, a pill bug who looks like a large and imposing coal miner but is 

often timid and fearful, and Zigzoo, a green tree frog who is the resident genius inventor.  

In each episode there are action adventure sequences that are key to resolving the 

challenge of the day. 

 

Lazy Town is a show featuring the importance of health, fitness, and being good friends.  

Set in a fantasy world known as Lazy Town, which is populated by inactive residents, we 

meet a visitor named Stephanie who is determined to coax her friends and relatives into 

adopting a healthful, active life style.  She wins over her new friends, Ziggy, Stingy, 

Trixie and Pixel, convincing them to leave their gaming consoles and candy stashes at 

home so they can go outside and play.  She persuades her uncle, Mayor Milford 

Meanswell, and his friend Ms. Busy Body to support her efforts.  Robbie Rotten, who 

lives underground, and is determined to return Lazy Town to its former state of inactivity 

and quiet, constantly foils the characters‘ efforts.  The athlete Sportacus, who lives in a 

zeppelin-like aircraft and receives signals from the kids or the Mayor whenever they need 



help, frequently comes to their rescue.  Sportacus has two goals, to keep the peace and to 

promote healthful, positive living.  When Robbie Rotten is discovered and contained 

through comic pratfalls, he returns to his underground lair and all is well in Lazy Town, 

until another day and another time when Robbie will rise again.   

 

Poppy Cat is based on the Poppy Cat‟s Adventures book series authored and illustrated 

by Lara Jones. A narrator, also named Lara, reads a story to her cat in each episode.  This 

story stars the narrator‘s own Poppy Cat, who envisions and takes his friends on 

imaginary adventures.  The friends are Zuzu, a Dalmatian who zips around on a 

skateboard; Alma, a southern belle bunny who is ultra-feminine and sweetly dramatic, 

Mo, a little mouse who tries his best to do as much as everyone else despite his size; Owl, 

the wise one who is prone to neck rolls and commentary when things irritate him or don‘t 

make sense, and the grouchy Egbert, an arrogant and obnoxious badger who refuses to 

play with the group and invariably attempts to sabotage their adventures. Occasionally 

Hilda, a forgetful and ditzy pigeon who flies into their adventures, appears, says hello and 

provides misguided directions to the friends.  Once their mission is accomplished, the 

friends return to their little village and resume their cheerful, active lives.  At the 

conclusion of her story, Lara closes her book and says good-bye to Poppy Cat, who is 

usually ready for his nap. 

 

Noodle and Doodle is a live-action show hosted by Sean Roach that also blends 

animation and puppetry into the overall format.  Sean drives a double-decker bus into 

various communities to meet children who have written to him with a problem that they 

would like to solve using an art and/or a food experience.  Sean is accompanied by 

Noodle, a puppet character and Doodle, a digital character that lives inside a tablet 

computer, and Doggity, a faithful beagle.  Doggity has a mini-show of his own through 

an animated alter ego that appears during a transitional segment of the episode. Overall, 

Noodle and Doodle, demonstrates how recycled materials can become art and how food, 

art, and problem solving can be combined to create a fun experience in everyday life.  

Every episode can be replicated at home with ease by parents and children playing 

together.   
 

2
nd

 QUARTER 2015 SHOW SUMMARIES 

 

In the 2
nd

 Quarter, Noodle and Doodle will be replaced by Earth to Luna, a new 

animated series.  

 

Earth to Luna is a Brazilian animated series about 12 year old girl, Luna, who loves 

science and the outdoors.  There is nothing she doesn‘t question, and she shares 

everything she learns with her little brother, Jupiter, her parents or her friend Alice, and 

Clive, her pet ferret.  In each episode Luna and her brother develop questions about 

whatever they find curious, e.g., what goes on inside the snails‘ shell?‖ or ―Why does a 

firefly blink?‖  In pursuit of answers, Luna, Jupiter and Clive go off on an imaginary 

adventure to do their research.  They transform into the object or creature they are 

studying so they can personally 

 

 



 

2015 1st QUARTER MEET THE PRESS TOPICS 

Chuck Todd is NBC News Political Director and the moderator of "Meet the Press," 

the flagship Sunday Morning public affairs program and longest-running broadcast 

in television history. 

"Meet the Press" is seen on the NBC Television Network from 9-10 a.m. ET in most 
markets. In New York City and Washington D.C., the broadcast is seen from 10:30-

11:30 a.m. ET. 

The program re-airs on MSNBC Sunday afternoons at 2 p.m. ET/11 a.m. PT and again 
at 2 a.m. ET/11 p.m. PT and 4 a.m. ET/1 a.m. PT Monday. At these times, “Meet The 

Press” will also air on SIRIUS channel 90 and XM channel 120. 

Please check local listings or the "Meet the Press" website (www.MeetThePressNBC.com) for 
television and radio broadcast times in your area. Follow us on Twitter 

@MeetThePress and @NBCNewsPR. 

 

“MEET THE PRESS” 1/4/15— SEN. BARRASSO: SCALISE MADE A ‘GRAVE MISTAKE;’ MAYOR 
BOWSER: DC RESIDENTS "DESERVE FULL DEMOCRACY AND STATEHOOD” 
Sen. Barrasso on the first bill from the new Republican Congress: “The president's going to see 
the Keystone XL pipeline on his desk, and it is going to be a bellwether decision by the 
president...” DC Police Chief Lanier on relationships with the community and the police:  “You 
want to do it every single day.  You can't do it in crisis. “ Mayor Bowser on DC marijuana law:  
“We're going to explore every option to get our law enforced” 

JANUARY 4, 2015 -- Today’s “Meet the Press with Chuck Todd” featured interviews  with Sen. 
Amy Klobuchar (D-MN) and Sen. John Barrasso (R-WY);  a discussion with Lt. Gen Daniel Bolger 
(Ret.) and The Carnegie Endowment’s Sarah Chayes;  a conversation with Washington 
D.C. Mayor Muriel Bowser, Washington D.C. Police Chief Cathy Lanier and Washington D.C. 
Chancellor of Public Schools Kaya Henderson; and a political panel with NBC News’ Andrea 
Mitchell, BuzzFeed’s John Stanton,  The New York Times’ Helene Cooper and Yahoo News’Matt 
Bai. 

http://www.meetthepressnbc.com/


 

 

 “MEET THE PRESS” 1/11/15 -- AG HOLDER: US IS “AT WAR WITH TERRORISTS,” NO DECISION 
ON PETRAEUS; BROOKS: “LET'S GET OFFENDED A LITTLE MORE” 
Holder: “The thing that keeps me up most at night -- this concern about the lone wolf who goes 
undetected” AG dodges on Petraeus decision: “will have to be decided by the appropriate 
people in the Justice Department” Reza Aslan: the Muslim community needs “to do a better job 
of providing a counternarrative” 

JANUARY 11, 2015 -- Today’s “Meet the Press with Chuck Todd” featured an interview with 
Attorney General Eric Holder; a discussion about religious extremism with Reza 
Aslan andArsalan Iftikhar; a conversation with Yemeni journalist Mohammed al Kibsi who met 
one of the Charlie Hebdo gunmen when he was in Yemen; a deep dive into the status of 
Guantanamo Bay with former State Department special envoy Clifford Sloan, Carol 
Rosenberg of the Miami Herald, and AEI’s Danielle Pletka; as well as a panel discussion 
with David Brooks and Helene Cooper of The New York Times, Rich Lowry of The National 
Review, and NBC’s Andrea Mitchell. 
 
Today’s program also included reports from NBC’s Richard Engel and Bill Neely in Paris; and a 
look at why it seems Europe has a bigger problem with radicalized Muslims than the U.S. 
fromAyman Mohyeldin in Dearborn, Michigan. 

 

COMING UP ON “MEET THE PRESS WITH CHUCK TODD” 1/18/15—U.S EXCLUSIVE: CHARLIE 
HEBDO EDITOR-IN-CHIEF; SEN. GRAHAM ON TERROR; SOTU PREVIEW 
U.S. EXCLUSIVE: For the first time on American television, we will hear from Gérard Biard, the 
editor-in-chief of Charlie Hebdo, who is now running the magazine. Chuck will ask him to react 
to the Pope's position on free speech and to discuss his controversial new cover. 
 Gérard Biard 
Editor-in-Chief, Charlie Hebdo 
  
# # # 
  
TERROR ABROAD: With thwarted terror plots in Belgium, how are we avoiding near misses at 
home? Plus as the devastating attacks by Boko Haram continue in Nigeria, how will the U.S. 
respond to stop the violence? 
 Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-SC) 
Dan Pfeiffer 
White House Senior Advisor 
 # # # 
 THE 2016 FIELD: What does the emergence of old political faces, like Romney and Clinton, mean 
for potential new faces in the race for 2016? 
 
Matt Kibbe 
 President and CEO, FreedomWorks 
  
Katrina vanden Heuvel 
 Editor and Publisher, The Nation 



 # # # 
 POLITICAL PANEL: With the State of the Union next week, Chuck and the panel will preview the 
President’s address. Can the President and the Republican-controlled Congress find common 
ground in some of the proposed initiatives? 
 
 Carol Lee 
White House Correspondent, The Wall Street Journal 
 
Robert Gibbs 
Fmr. White House Press Secretary & Founding Partner, The Incite Agency 
  
Kelly O’Donnell 
 NBC News Capitol Hill Correspondent 
 
 Michael Steele 
 Fmr. Chairman of the Republican National Committee   
 

 “MEET THE PRESS” 1/25/15 -- MCDONOUGH U.S. FOREIGN POLICY; ENGEL EXCLUSIVE WITH 
MAN CAPTURED BY ISIS; HUCKABEE ON 2016 & MORE 
McDonough: “worried about the political situation on the ground” in Yemen McDonough: “Our 
relationship with Israel is many faceted, deep and abiding.” Huckabee on presidential run: “I 
think it's pretty evident that I'm moving in that direction” Kareem Abdul-Jabbar: extremists are 
“using religion as a mask to act on their political motives” 

JANUARY 25, 2015 -- Today’s “Meet the Press with Chuck Todd” featured an interview about 
the United States’ fight against ISIS with White House Chief of Staff Denis McDonough; a 
discussion about 2016 politics with former Arkansas Governor Mike Huckabee (R); an 
conversation about violence in the name of Islam with NBA legend Kareem Abdul-Jabbar; and a 
political panel with NBC News special correspondent Tom Brokaw, Baltimore mayor Stephanie 
Rawlings-Blake (D), Helene Cooper of the New York Times and radio talk show host Hugh 
Hewitt. 

  

Plus: an exclusive interview by NBC News chief foreign correspondent Richard Engel with a man 
who was captured by ISIS in Syria and spent a month inside the terror organization 



 
“MEET THE PRESS” 2/1/15: RYAN WANTS ‘COMMON GROUND’ ON TAX REFORM; GATES: 
‘LONG WAY’ FROM DEFEATING ISIS; NFL’S PASH ON ‘A CHALLENGING’ YEAR 
Rep. Ryan on Romney’s decision: "I was going to support Mitt in whatever it is he decided to 
do." Rep. Ryan on going through the VP vetting process: “I haven't even given any thought to 
that.” Robert Gates on the most important question to ask 2016 candidates: "What kind of 
people do you want around you to advise you?" The NFL PA’s DeMaurice Smith on safety in 
football: "I don't think that we will ever be content that the game is as safe as it can be." The 
NFL’s Jeff Pash says this year ‘was challenging and it was a learning experience.’ 

FEBRUARY 1, 2015 -- Today’s “Meet the Press with Chuck Todd” featured an exclusive interview 
with Rep. Paul Ryan (R-WI); a conversation about ISIS with former Secretary of Defense Robert 
Gates; a discussion about concussions and safety in football with former NFL pro-bowlerLeonard 
Marshall and interviews with the NFL PA’s executive director DeMaurice Smith and the NFL’s 
General Counsel Jeff Pash; and a political panel with TODAY’s Savannah Guthrie, Bloomberg 
Politics’ Mark Halperin, CNBC’s Jim Cramer and the Washington Post’s Kathleen Parker. 

  

Plus, a NerdScreen about what snack and beer choices say about your politics. Later today, 
Savannah Guthrie will have an exclusive live interview with President Obama during the Super 
Bowl Pre-Game show. 

 “MEET THE PRESS” 2/8/15: SEC. KERRY ON IRAN TALKS: NO EXTSNSION W/O ‘OUTLINES’ OF A 
DEAL + KERRY: U.S. ‘ON THE ROAD’ TO DEFEATING ISIS 
Sec. Kerry: ‘No doubt that assistance of economic kind and other kinds will be going to Ukraine.’ 
Sec. Kerry on a 2016 run: “Well, nobody says never.  But I mean, I have no concept of it.” Fmr. 
Amb McFaul on Putin & Ukraine: "This is not just a contest about interest, this is a contest about 
values for him." 

FEBRUARY 8, 2015 – Today’s “Meet the Press with Chuck Todd” featured an exclusive interview 
with Secretary of State John Kerry; a discussion of religion and politics with author and 
Executive Editor at Random House, Jon Meacham; and a panel discussion with Fmr. Amb. 
Michael McFaul, NBC News’ Andrea Mitchell, the BBC’s Katty Kay, Stephen Henderson, 
Editorial Page Editor, Detroit Free Press, and the New York Times’ David Brooks. 



 

“MEET THE PRESS” 2/15/15 -- MCCAIN: “UNCONSTITUTIONAL” TO 

RESTRAIN POTUS; REED: FIGHT ISIS TO PROTECT OURSELVES; VA SEC. 

ON ACCOUNTABILITY 

Engel: ―I was completely discouraged by what I saw‖ in Iraq Sen. McCain: we cannot cut 

funding for DHS Sec. McDonald describes VA as ―a health care system‖ and ―one of the 

largest businesses in this country‖ 

FEBRUARY 15, 2015 -- Today‘s ―Meet the Press with Chuck Todd‖ featured 

interviews with Senate Armed Services Committee Chairman John McCain (R-AZ) and 

Ranking Member Jack Reed (D-RI); the first Sunday show interview with VA 

Secretary Robert McDonald; a conversation about SNL‘s effect on politics and comedy 

with Dana Carvey; and a panel discussion with NBC's Joe Scarborough, White House 

Correspondent for American Urban Radio Networks April Ryan, the Washington 

Post's Kathleen Parker, and former senior advisor to President Obama, David Alexrod. 

The program also featured a live report from chief foreign correspondent Richard Engel, 

a look at the plight of homeless veterans in Los Angeles by special correspondent Tom 

Brokaw, and aNerdScreen breakdown of new polling one year out from the first 2016 

votes. 

Below are highlights, video clips, and a rush transcript of today‘s program. Content will 

be available online at MeetThePressNBC.com. 

Full analysis of the new NBC News/Marist polling in Iowa, New Hampshire, and South 

Carolina is online here: http://nbcnews.to/1MnStDg.  

“MEET THE PRESS” 2/22/15: SEC. JOHNSON CALLS FOR “VIGILANCE” 

AFTER MALL OF AMERICA THREAT; BARBOUR RESPONDS TO GIULIANI 

& WALKER 

Former RNC Chairman Haley Barbour: ―They [Democrats] prefer to talk about Rudy 

Giuliani until the cows come home.‖                     Sec. Johnson says threat of DHS 

funding shut down is ―bizarre and absurd‖ Sen. Corker: ―We certainly need to make sure 

that Homeland Security is fully funded‖ 

FEBRUARY 22, 2015 – This morning‘s ―Meet the Press with Chuck Todd‖ featured 

interviews with Homeland Security Sec. Jeh Johnson, former RNC chairman and 

former Gov. Haley Barbour (R-MS), and Senate Foreign Affairs Committee 

chairman Bob Corker (R-TN); a deep dive into the future of voting rights in America 

with Rep. Charles Dent (R-PA) and Sherrilyn Ifill, President and Director-Counsel, 

NAACP Legal Defense & Educational Fund; and a panel discussion with The 

Washington Post‘s Michael Gerson, Fmr. White House Press SecretaryRobert Gibbs, 

http://meetthepressnbc.com/
http://nbcnews.to/1MnStDg


The Washington Post‘s Nia-Malika Henderson and The Cook Political Report‘sAmy 

Walter. 

―Meet the Press‖ previewed Savannah Guthrie‘s exclusive interview with the family 

of Kayla Mueller, in which Kayla‘s father said the U.S. ―put policy in front of American 

citizens‘ lives.‖ 

The program also included a report from NBC News chief foreign 

correspondent Richard Engelon the spread of ISIS, a NerdScreen breakdown of politics 

and the entertainment bubbles, and a behind-the-scenes look at House of Cards 

from Cynthia McFadden. 

Below are highlights, video clips, and a rush transcript of today‘s program. Additional 

show video will be available online at MeetThePressNBC.com. 

 

“MEET THE PRESS” 3/1/15 EXCLUSIVE: GOP LEADER MCCARTHY 

ENDORSES NUCLEAR OPTION, SAYS DEMOCRATS ARE KEEPING DHS 

FROM BEING FULLY FUNDED 

House Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy:  I don‘t think going nuclear when you have 

57% of the Senate voted for the Collins amendment that would take away the president's 

action.  I think they should change the rules. McCarthy: If there's somebody that's not 

being an adult, it's the Democrats that are trying to use an advantage to a rule to not let 

the majority govern in the Senate. Potential GOP 2016 Candidate Dr. Ben Carson: ―I do 

not believe that religious beliefs should dictate one's public policies and stances.‖ 

MARCH 1, 2015 – This morning‘s ―Meet the Press with Chuck Todd‖ featured 

interviews withHouse Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-CA); Rep. Jan 

Schakowsky (D-IL); former Sen. Joe Lieberman (I-CT); Gary Kasparov, chairman of 

the Human Rights Foundation; Dr. Ben Carson, professor emeritus of neurosurgery, 

Johns Hopkins University & author, ―One Nation‖; Tony Messenger, editorial page 

editor for the St. Louis-Post Dispatch; and a panel discussion withChris Cillizza, 

political reporter for The Washington Post; Helene Cooper, Pentagon correspondent for 

The New York Times; Hugh Hewitt, host of ―The Hugh Hewitt Show,‖ andMaria 

Hinojosa, host of NPR‘s ―Latino USA.‖ 

The show also has an exclusive first look at a new NBC News/Wall Street Journal 

pollrevealing nearly half of American voters believe congressional Republicans should 

not have invited Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to address Congress on 

Tuesday without first notifying President Barack Obama. 

Below are highlights, video clips, and a rush transcript of today‘s program. Additional 

show video will be available online at www.MeetThePressNBC.com. 

http://www.meetthepressnbc.com/
http://www.meetthepressnbc.com/


“MEET THE PRESS” 3/8/15: SEN. FEINSTEIN: HILLARY NEEDS TO „STEP 

UP‟; SEN. GRAHAM: „IRAN IS OUR ENEMY‟; REP. LEWIS REFLECTS ON 

SELMA ANNIVERSARY 

Sen. Dianne Feinstein on Hillary Clinton Email Controversy: ―She needs to step up and 

come out and state exactly what the situation is…. Silence is going to hurt her.‖ Sen. 

Lindsey Graham: ―Iran is our enemy.‖ Rep. John Lewis: ―Still have a lot of work to go‖ 

on segregation efforts 

  

MARCH 8, 2015 – This morning‘s ―Meet the Press with Chuck Todd‖ featured 

interviews with Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-CA); Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-SC); 

Rep. John Lewis (D-GA); Sen.Claire McCaskill (D-MO); Curt Schilling, former 

American League Baseball pitcher; and a panel discussion with Jonathan Martin, 

national political correspondent for The New York Times;Kathleen Parker, columnist 

for The Washington Post; Manu Raju, senior congressional reporter for POLITICO; 

and Amy Walter, national editor for The Cook Political Report. 

The show also has an exclusive first look at a new NBC News/Wall Street Journal 

pollrevealing support for 2016 presidential candidates among Republican primary voters. 

Below are highlights, video clips, and a rush transcript of today‘s program. Additional 

show video will be available online at www.MeetThePressNBC.com. 

 

UPDATED: COMING UP ON “MEET THE PRESS WITH CHUCK TODD” 3/15/15: USN ADM. 
MULLEN ON IRAN; SENS. KAINE & WICKER, REP. GOWDY ON HILLARY EMAIL CONTROVERSY 
ONE-ON-ONE WITH MULLEN: Retired Adm. Michael Mullen discusses current U.S. relations – 
and his past dealings – with Iran and ISIS. 

Former Adm. Michael Mullen 

Former Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 

# # # 

 IRAN, HILLARY & 2016: Senator Tim Kaine and Senator Roger Wicker address this week’s 
congressional letter to Iran and offer insight into how both parties are handling the email 
controversy as all eyes turn to the 2016 presidential race. 

 Sen. Tim Kaine (D-VA) 

Sen. Roger Wicker (R-MS) 

# # # 

WHAT THIS MEANS FOR THE BENGHAZI PANEL: The Hillary Clinton email controversy has revived 
the House Select Committee on Benghazi, and its chairman, Rep. Trey Gowdy, is adamant the 
investigation remains much more than a pursuit of the would-be Democratic presidential 
contender’s missing correspondence. 

http://www.meetthepressnbc.com/


Rep. Trey Gowdy (R-SC) 

 # # # 

 BEING FRANK: Former Massachusetts Rep. Barney Frank discusses his new memoir releasing 
this Tuesday as well his thoughts on the Hillary Clinton/email controversy and the status of the 
Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act five years later. 

 Fmr. Rep. Barney Frank (D-MA) 

Author, “Frank: A Life in Politics from the Great Society to Same-Sex Marriage” 

# # # 

 POLITICAL PANEL: The panel will discuss 2016 as a change election, Gov. Scott Walker’s 
declaration of himself as the GOP presidential frontrunner and a look at what’s really at issue 
when it comes to Iran. 

 Matt Bai 

National Political Columnist for Yahoo! News 

  

Karen Finney 

Senior Fellow, Media Matters For America 

 Kevin Madden 

Partner, Hamilton Place Strategies 

 Andrea Mitchell 

NBC News Chief Foreign Affairs Correspondent 

“MEET THE PRESS” 3/22/15: ISRAELI AMB. DERMER: UN RESOLUTION 

COULD PREVENT PEACE 'FOR DECADES TO COME'; CA GOV. BROWN: 

CRUZ 'UNFIT TO RUN' FOR OFFICE 

Israeli Amb. Ron Dermer: Netanyahu ―didn't say what the president and others seem to 

suggest that he's saying.‖ Palestinian UN Observer Dr. Riyad Mansour: If we wait, ―then 

there will never be a two-state solution.‖ Gov. Jerry Brown: Sen. Ted Cruz ―absolutely 

unfit to be running for office.‖ 

 MARCH 22, 2015 – This morning‘s ―Meet the Press with Chuck Todd‖ featured 

interviews withRon Dermer, Israeli Ambassador to the United States; Dr. Riyad 

Mansour, Permanent Observer of the State of Palestine to the United Nations; Gov. 

Jerry Brown (D-CA); NBC News‘ Andrea Mitchell; and a panel discussion 

with Helene Cooper, Pentagon correspondent for The New York Times; Jane Harman, 

president of the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars; Rich Lowry, editor 

for The National Review and John Stanton, Washington bureau chief for Buzzfeed 

News. 

Below are highlights, video clips, and a rush transcript of today‘s program. Additional 

show video will be available online at www.MeetThePressNBC.com, and join the 

conversation online with hashtag #MTP. 

http://www.meetthepressnbc.com/


“MEET THE PRESS” 3/29/15: GERMANWINGS CRASH A „MENTAL HEALTH 

FAILURE‟?; SAUDI AMB. AL-JUBEIR: DECISION TO SEND GROUND 

TROOPS TO YEMEN NOT BEEN MADE 

Embry-Riddle‘s Dr. Bowen on Germanwings Crash: ―This is a mental health issue… he 

was a more than capable pilot.‖ Saudi Amb. Al-Jubeir: ―We are determined to degrade 

and destroy the Houthi capabilities.‖ Fmr. Amb. Hill: Iran deal  is―not a very nice and 

clean deal,‖ ―going to be hard to sell.‖ 

March 29, 2015 – This morning‘s ―Meet the Press with Chuck Todd‖ featured interviews 

with Erin Bowen, Ph.D., Chair, Behavioral & Safety Sciences Dept.; Director, Robertson 

Safety Institute, Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University; H.E. Adel A. Al-Jubeir, Saudi 

Ambassador to the United States; Christopher Hill, former United States Ambassador to 

Iraq; Victoria Reggie Kennedy; former Rep. Patrick Joseph Kennedy II (D-RI); NBC 

News‘ Katy Tur, Tom Costello, Andrea Mitchell and Richard Engel; and a panel 

discussion with Kathleen Parker,  columnist for The Washington Post; Joe 

Scarborough, NBC News senior political analyst & host of MSNBC‘s ―Morning 

Joe‖; Sam Stein, White House correspondent for The Huffington Post and Neera 

Tanden, president for Center for American Progress. 

 Below are highlights, video clips, and a rush transcript of today‘s program. Additional 

show video will be available online at www.MeetThePressNBC.com, and join the 

conversation online with hashtag #MTP. 
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