
Issue VPR Classical Feature Air Date & Length

Education

VPR Classical's Timeline  series explores the influence of Italian-born composer Jean Baptiste Lully, 

considered the "Father of French Opera".  In addition to championing a more melodic form of singing and 

marrying the French love of dance and ballet to opera, his greatest contribution was the development of the 

French Overture, the standardization of the instrumental opening marked by two distinct sections.   

10/3 at 7am (3 mins)

Community Voices

The young composer featured in October's Student Composer Showcase  is Wayne Alexander  an 8th grader 

at Glover Community School. Wayne's creative process begins by composing chords and chord progressions 

he likes on the kepboard and then progressing to the melodies.  His piece, Persistence , premiered at the 

Opus 29 concert in the January of 2015.

10/5 at 11:30am, 10/7 at 

8:30am, 10/9 at 4pm, 10/10 at 

9am (5 mins)

Education

If you have ever picked up a guitar and learned three chords to play a song, then you are using the chordal 

theory developed by Jean Philippe Rameau.  This week, VPR Classical's Timeline  series explores Rameau's 

legacy in the application of the scientific method and the laws of the natural world to the development of 

modern musical theory, most notably chord theory and quality. 

10/5 at 5:30pm, 10/7 at 10am, 

10/10 at 7am (3 mins

Cultural 

Vitality/Community 

Voices/Arts Community

Walter Parker speaks with Yutaka Kono, the new artistic director of the Burlington Chamber Orchestra.  They 

are joined by violinist Letitia Quante and oboist Katie Oprea who will be featured in the upcoming opening of 

the Burlington Chamber Orchestra's 9th season.

10/8 at noon (21 mins)

Education
VPR Classical's Timeline  series explores the how the style and sheer volume of Antonio Vivaldi's concerto 

works made him the most influential Italian composer of the Baroque.

10/12 at 5:30pm, 10/14 at 

10am, 10/17 at 7am (3 mins)
Cultural 

Vitality/Community 

Voices/Arts Community

The Opera Company of Middlebury joins Walter Parker live in the VPR Performance Studio for a live preview 

of their upcoming production of Henry Purcell's Dido and Aeneas .
10/15 at noon (60 mins)

Education

Did you know that George Philipp Telemann, unquestionably the most prolific comoposer of his generation, 

had put aside his love of music for a career in law when a happy accident led to his "discovery'?  This week, 

VPR Classical's Timeline  series explores Telemann's singular take on the practice of composition across 

multiple styles and genres and his dedication to musical education.

10/19 at 5:30pm, 10/21 at 

10am, 10/23 at 7am (3 mins)

Cultural 

Vitality/Community 

Voices/Arts Community

Violinist Jinjoo Cho joins Walter Parker live in the VPR Performance Studio.  Cho will be the violin soloist in the 

Korngold Concerto  when the VSO opens its Masterworks season on Saturday, October 24th.
10/23 at noon (60 mins)

Education

In his Where Have We Met Before  series, Reuben Jackson introduces us to the cross-pollination between jazz 

and classical works and artists, this month focusing on contemporary American opera.  He talks with Peter 

Stopschinski, whose Bum Phillips:  An All American Opera  recently premiered in Houston.  Bum Phillips was 

the coach of the Houston Oilers.

 10/26 at 8pm (60 mins)
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Education

This week, VPR Classical's Timeline  series examines the life of George Frideric Handel, whom Ludwig von 

Beethoven once called the greatest composer of all time.  Handel's myriad of relationships with not only fellow 

composers but with important people such as princes and dukes, enabled him to travel all  across Europe, 

exposing him to influences from Italy, France, England and Germany, thus helping him cultivate his eclectic 

style that transcended national barriers.

10/26 at 5:30pm, 10/28 at 

10am, 10/30 at 7am (3 mins)

Community Voices

The young composer featured in November's Student Composer Showcase  is Rachel Schwartz  a junior at 

Harwood Union High School.  A trumpet player herself, one  of Rachel's initial inspirations for making music 

was her desire to make her disabled brother smile; not surprisingly, she is considering a career in music 

therapy.   We hear 2 of her pieces, String Quartet  and Two Irish Dances, which was influenced in part by the 

country song The Devil Went Down to Georgia .

11/2 at 11:30am, 11/4 at 

8:30am, 11/6 at 4pm, 11/7 at 

9am (5 mins)

Education

This week, VPR Classical's Timeline  series examines the life of Johann Sebastian Bach, the most famous and 

important member of the Bach family, who had over 50 family members employed as musicians over the 

course of two centuries.  During his lifetime, Bach's music was used mostly in church services and was 

relatively unknown elsewhere; however, posthumously his body of work influenced many composers, including 

Mozart, Beethoven and Felix Mendelssohn, whose championship of Bach set off the revival that is greatly 

responsible for the popularity of Bach's music today.

11/2 at 5:30pm, 11/4 at 10am, 

11/6 at 7am (3 mins)

Education

Timeline continues the month-long exploration of Bach. Bach’s seminal work The Well-Tempered Clavier 

showcases an ability that we take for granted in modern music.  Today, we have the ability to play with anyone 

in any key thanks to our modern standards of tuning and temperament

11/9 at 5:30pm, 11/11 at 

10am, 11/13 at 7am (3 mins)

Community Voices/Arts 

in the Community

William Metcalfe is a long-time fixture in the musical world of Vermont. He speaks with Walter Parker about his 

career, his work, and the upcoming performance with his Oriana Singers of the Bach Mass in B Minor.
11/10 at noon (1hr)

Education/Community 

Voices/Arts Community

Timeline's James Stewart speaks with Natalie Neuert, the manager of the University of Vermont Lane Series 

about Bach's Brandenburg Concerti and the importance of historically informed performance.
Web content 11/12 (6 mins)

Education

In this week's Timeline, Johann Sebastian Bach had two wives and a total of 20 children. Sadly, only half of 

those children survived to adulthood. But of those 10, four became notable composers; each with their own 

story, their own home town and their own relationship with their father’s music.

11/16 at 5:30pm, 11/18 at 

10am, 11/20 at 7am (3 mins)

Community Voices/Arts 

in the Community

Walter Parker speaks with Karen Kevra, director of Capital City Concerts, about A Place on Earth concerts this 

weekend in Colchester and Montpelier.
11/18 at noon (1hr)

Education

In this week's Timeline, the death of J.S. Bach in 1750 has traditionally been regarded as the end of the 

Baroque Period. The well-known Classical era of Haydn, Mozart and Beethoven is said to have begun in 1775. 

 The transitional, 25 year period between is known as Rococo.

11/23 at 5:30pm, 11/25 at 

10am, 11/27 at 7am (3 mins)

Cultural 

Vitality/Community 

Voices/Arts Community

Pianist Simone Dinnerstein returns to the VPR Performance Studio for a live preview of her recital at Chandler 

Center for the Arts on Saturday, which will include music of Schumann, Schubert and the premiere of Breugel 

Suite by Philip Lasser, who will also be present. 

12/4 at noon (1hr)

Community Voices

December's Student Composer Showcase features Erik Heitsmith, a 7th grader at Black River Middle School 

in Ludlow. Erik's pieces begin with a musical germ inspired by "an everyday activity. Like brushing your teeth, 

or eating breakfast.”

12/7 at 11:30am, 12/9 at 

8:30am, 12/11 at 4pm, 12/12 

at 9am (6 mins)

Education
For Timeline, Franz Joseph Haydn is a towering figure of the Classical era. He didn’t just mimic the changes of 

the late 18th century, in a large way, his music was the change. He forged new genres. 

12/7 at 5:30pm, 12/9 at 10am, 

12/11 at 7am (3 mins)

Education
For Timeline, the word "symphony" is one of the most iconic musical terms, but what makes a piece of music a 

symphony? The term itself is a compound word with Greek roots meaning “sounding together."

12/14 at 5:30pm, 12/16 at 

10am, 12/18 at 7am (3 mins)
Cultural 

Vitality/Community 

Voices/Arts Community

Every holiday season, VPR Classical invites the public to a concert highlighting the work of a local ensemble, 

and broadcasts the show. This year, the Bella Voce Women's Chorus of Vermont, directed by Dawn Willis, 

performs familiar and lesser-known music for the holidays.

12/24 at 8pm and 12/25 at 

1pm.
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