
 
Re:  This Week In Baseball  

Air Date: October 3, 2009  

  

TWB Show #1026  

 

Act One - "Best of 2009": This Week in Baseball is the show that goes beyond the game. That 

became clear in their final show of the season as it recalled some of their favorite moments from 

2009.  Shane Victorino's helicopter tour of his homeland in Maui and Heath Bell's training 

program with Wii were two of their off-field favorites along with the efforts of assorted 

Colorado Rockies players to make commercials for the team. Another was the feature showing 

where some past players are today. Bo Jackson has an Elite Sports training center and J.R. 

Richard has risen from homelessness to serve God. 

       TWIB also looked back at some of the teams they covered who are now preparing for the 

postseason in search of that coveted World Series ring, including the Philadelphia Phillies and 

the LA Angels of Anaheim. 

Educational theme: Moments to remember are the history of the present. But if you lose sight 

of the past, you lose sight of the future. This is the glory and romance preserved in chronicles. 

Educational theme:  All athletic careers will come to an end; therefore, it is critical to prepare 

for the future. The value of education lies in the acquisition of knowledge or skill to develop 

mental or moral growth. 

Educational theme: The will to prepare to win is more important than the will to win. 

Educational theme: Symbols of achievement, such as, World Series rings are examples of 

recognition of excellence. Recognition is an important psychological need of all human beings. 

To attain self-actualization, one must attain esteem to have self respect and to achieve goals.  

 

Act Two - "LCS Moments": Historically, the World Series was a competition between the 

teams with the best record in the American and National Leagues. Then in 1969, all that 

changed. The League Championship Series is now the showdown for the pennant. For 40 years 

the LCS has had some thrilling moments. There have been dramatic home runs, electrifying 

pitching, controversial umpiring decisions, fan interference, and clutch base hits. Many of which 

have led to the World Series.  TWIB recalled some of the all-time best moments.  

       The TWIBIA question was who holds the career record for most LCS wins. The answer is 

Dave "Smoke" Stewart with 8-0 a 2.03 ERA in 10 LCS starts. 

       Winning Road Trips salutes the teams and players who know how to win on the road. During 

the Atlanta Braves' late-season playoff push, they have won a MLB best 10 straight on the road. 

Educational theme: History is a vital aspect of sport, especially providing standards of 

achievement and evaluation, while providing year round fun and interest for both players and 

fans. 

Educational theme: Tournament scheduling takes creative forms, such as, round robin, single 

elimination, double elimination and unique one-of-a-kind formats. All are designed to fairly and 

squarely determine a champion. 

Educational theme: The thrill of victory and the agony of defeat are emotional aspects of 

competition for fans and players alike. 

Educational theme:  Trivia is a seemingly superfluous and insignificant event; however, it is an 

important component of baseball legend, lore and tradition. For both fans and players, trivia is a 



source of fun and interest in the American institution called baseball.  

 

Act Three - "Clutch":  The nominees for the September Clutch Performer of the Month Award 

are completed; therefore, it is time for the fans to vote. The nominees are Zack Grienke of the 

Kansas City Royals, Ichiro Suzuki of the Seattle Mariners, Derek Lee of the Chicago Cubs, 

Javier Vazquez of the Atlanta Braves, Michael Cuddyer of the Minnesota Twins, and CC 

Sabathia of the NY Yankees. The winner will be determined by vote of the fans.  

         The Rookie of the Month Award honors the top rookies in both the American and National 

Leagues. Detroit Tigers rookie pitcher Rick Porcello is just 20 years old, but he is crucial for 

Detroit's quest to make the playoffs. And Atlanta Braves rookie pitcher Tommy Hanson 

continues to perform in the clutch. 

        The Radio Call of the Week honors three teams who clinched a spot in the playoffs, while 

playing at their home field. The Angels won the AL Western Division. The Yankees won the AL 

Eastern Division. The Phillies won the NL Eastern Division.  

Educational theme:  Playing under pressure requires one to practice under pressure. Sports 

pedagogy must include situational instruction to overcome the stress of competition. There is a 

sense of calm and control for those who can perform under pressure. 

Educational theme:  Voting rights are guaranteed by the 14th and 15th amendments by the US 

Constitution. Hopefully, youngsters will learn the significance and value of voting when they 

vote in The Clutch Performer of the Month. Hopefully, this will carry over into adulthood. 

Educational theme:  Honors and recognition are symbolic of athletic achievement and character 

that are regarded as something special. It is both humbling and satisfying to know that fans really 

respect one's accomplishments and how it was done. 

 

Act Four - "Roberto Clemente Award": Once again, TWIB looked back at previous winners 

of the Roberto Clemente Award who have done their part to ensure that Clemente's legacy of 

sportsmanship, positive contributions to his team and community lives on. Clemente was the 

eminence of greatness for humanitarian service and his hard play on the field.  

       Tony Gwynn of the San Diego Padres was honored in 1999 for his work ethic on the field, 

and spirit of community. Tony gave back to his community, through the Tony and Alicia Gwynn 

Foundation, which assists charitable programs that help underprivileged children and young 

adults. Through his celebrity golf tournament or autograph signings, Tony has devoted 

considerable time and effort to improving the lives of children and young people. Fans were 

encouraged to vote for this year's Clemente Award.   

       Big Blast came from Colorado, where the Rockies are having fun. Chris Ianetta of the 

Rockies hit as a pinch-hit a game-winning.   

Educational theme:  One of MLB's most prestigious honors is The Roberto Clemente Award. It 

recognizes athletes who have made a contribution to baseball off the field. 

Educational theme:  Character is the basic element of a person. It is who you are and what you 

do when nobody else is looking. The character of a person is critically evaluated by fans, media, 

prospective employers, etc. 

Educational theme:  Community service and charitable works are acts of civic responsibility. 

Students learn to serve through school community programs and in-school projects. 

Educational theme:  Hard work is a set of values based on the moral virtues of effort and 

diligence. The harder one works, the harder it is to quit. 

Educational theme: Trivia is a seemingly superfluous and insignificant event; however, it is an 



important component of baseball legend, lore and tradition. For both fans and players, trivia is a 

source of fun and interest in the American institution called baseball.  

 

Act Five - "How 'bout that!": The plays of the week were presented to the music of IYAZ  

from his single, Replay. Shown were some weird catches, miracle catches, spectacular leaping 

catches at the wall, hilarious errors, and stolen bases. Several landmark moments were 

remembered from the 2009 season, especially, Randy Johnson's 300th win, Carl Crawford's 6 

stolen bases ties a ML record for the most game, the 500th save of Mariano Rivera, a perfect 

game by Mark Berlet and Jonathan Sanchez's no-run no-hitter. Finally, there was a brief glimpse 

of a father's love for his young daughter.  

Educational theme: Sports pedagogy is an important aspect of the learning process. 

Demonstration and explanation are initial steps in the process. Children learn best by watching 

and mimicking athletic performance.  

Educational theme: Landmark performances are important events in the history of baseball, 

especially a player's career. An athletic accomplishment with historic significance is marked for 

preservation by aficionados, players and governing bodies. 

Educational theme: The artistic value of sport can be found in the beauty, grace, and rhythmic 

movements of elite athletes. The aesthetic quality of a well-executed play enhances the 

appreciation of baseball. 

Educational theme: Once the student-learner has carefully observed the required effort and the 

bio-mechanics of the premier athletes, then the movements can be more easily duplicated and 

performed by the learner. The student is then physically educated. 


