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Date Aired Name of Program Broadcast Time Duration Description

Issue 1: In November, voters across West Texas cast ballots on races at the local and statewide level, weighing in on high-profile elections and deciding on important ballot initiatives. In the lead up to the November election, Marfa Public Radio's newsroom brought listeners 
important conversations and necessary context and information on races and other items up for vote.  

10/24/2023

Early voting is underway for the November midterms. 
Here's what you need to know about voting in West 
Texas. 6:04:00 a.m; 8:04:00 a.m.; 4:04:00 p.m.; 5:04:00 p.m. 0:00:45

Early voting runs from Monday, Oct. 24 to Friday, Nov. 4. Texas 
voters will head to polls to cast ballots in several statewide races, 
including Texas governor. Election Day is Nov. 8

10/24/2023
Candidate interview: Cinderela Guevara, incumbent 
Presidio County Judge running for reelection 6:42 a.m.; 8:42 a.m.; 3:48 p.m. 0:06:40

Guevara was first elected as the county’s top official as a 
Democrat, but switched parties to the GOP for the first time this 
year. In an interview, she said her main reason for changing parties 
was her religious-based opposition to abortion.

10/25/2023
Candidate interview: Jose Portillo, running for Presidio 
County Judge 6:42 a.m.; 8:42 a.m.; 3:48 p.m. 0:06:51

Portillo, a former state trooper and city administrator for the City of 
Presidio, says he supports border security and would like to see 
the county remain part of Gov. Greg Abbott’s controversial 
Operation Lone Star program. Many of his fellow Democrats have 
blasted the program as a waste of time and money.

10/28/2023
Two experienced leaders face off to be the next 
mayor of Midland 6:45 a.m.; 8:45 a.m.; 4:44 p.m. 0:04:27

Current Midland City Council member Lori Blong and former Mayor 
Jerry Morales are both vying to be Midland’s next mayor this 
November. Both are native Midlanders and proud conservatives.

11/8/2023
Today is Election Day for the November midterms. 
Here's what you need to know. 6:04:00 a.m; 8:04:00 a.m.; 5:05:00 p.m. 0:00:45

Tuesday is Election Day for the Nov. 8 midterms, and in West 
Texas voters are weighing in on both local and statewide elections.

11/8/2023 2022 West Texas midterm election results 6:04:00 a.m; 8:04:00 a.m.; 5:05:00 p.m. 0:00:40 Election results from the Big Bend region and the Permian Basin.

11/9/2023
Lori Blong defeats Jerry Morales in race to be 
Midland’s next mayor 6:04:00 a.m; 8:04:00 a.m.; 5:05:00 p.m. 0:00:30

Current city councilwoman Lori Blong swept Midland’s mayoral 
election, defeating her main opponent with over 51% of the vote.

Issue 2: Increasing the on-air Spanish language content on Marfa Public Radio is a priority for the station's newsroom. And el noticiero semanal - a Friday-roundup of the week's top stories in Spanish - is how the station is looking to accomplish that goal.                                                                

10/7/2023
Familias de los migrantes baleados en Sierra Blanca 
exigen justicia 6:29 a.m.; 8: 29 a.m.; 3:29 p.m. 0:03:29

El noticiero semanal de Marfa Public Radio es un resumen de 
historias locales y estatales de la semana.

10/14/2023

Internet para comunidades rurales, una nueva política 
para migrantes venezolanos, y cambios al horizonte 
de Midland 6:29 a.m.; 8: 29 a.m.; 3:29 p.m. 0:04:52

El noticiero semanal de Marfa Public Radio es un resumen de 
historias locales y estatales de la semana.

11/4/2023
Votación anticipada y preparaciones para el segundo 
Día Comunitaria de Ruidosa Church 6:29 a.m.; 8: 29 a.m.; 3:29 p.m. 0:04:26

El noticiero semanal de Marfa Public Radio es un resumen de 
historias locales y estatales de la semana.

11/10/2023
Resultados de las elecciones de medio tiempo de 
2022 en el oeste de Texas 6:29 a.m.; 8: 29 a.m.; 3:29 p.m. 0:04:21

El noticiero semanal de Marfa Public Radio es un resumen de 
historias locales y estatales de la semana.

11/18/2023
Un terremoto en el oeste de Texas, preparando para 
el fin de Título 42, y un estudio de codornices 6:29 a.m.; 8: 29 a.m.; 3:29 p.m. 0:04:31

El noticiero semanal de Marfa Public Radio es un resumen de 
historias locales y estatales de la semana.

12/9/2023

Una nueva superintendente para Midland ISD, y lo 
ultimo sobre los esfuerzos para mejorar los tiempos 
de respuesta de 911 en Presidio 6:29 a.m.; 8: 29 a.m.; 3:29 p.m. 0:03:32

El noticiero semanal de Marfa Public Radio es un resumen de 
historias locales y estatales de la semana.

Issue 3: In the fall, two brothers in Hudspeth County were charged in the shooting death of a migrant man. These stories cover their jailing and new details that emerged in the case in the time leading up to their release.

10/4/2023
Brothers charged in West Texas migrant killing 
released on bond 6:04:00 a.m; 8:04:00 a.m.; 4:04:00 p.m.; 5:04:00 p.m. 0:00:45

Mike and Mark Sheppard, both charged in the shooting death of a 
migrant man in Hudspeth County, were released from jail on bond 
Monday night, the county sheriff’s office said.

10/20/2023
Brothers accused in West Texas migrant killing 
remain in jail as attorneys seek their release 6:04:00 a.m; 8:04:00 a.m.; 4:04:00 p.m.; 5:04:00 p.m. 0:00:45

Mike and Mark Sheppard were transferred to separate jails this 
month, as their attorneys filed motions in court arguing their clients 
are being illegally detained under excessive bond requirements.
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10/27/2023
Judge agrees to lower bond amounts for brothers 
jailed in Hudspeth County migrant killing 6:04:00 a.m; 8:04:00 a.m.; 4:04:00 p.m.; 5:04:00 p.m. 0:00:30

Mike and Mark Sheppard were initially arrested and released on 
bond after the Sept. 27 shooting, but were later rearrested and 
assigned new bond amounts of $250,000 each. A judge on 
Thursday agreed to lower that amount, which defense attorneys 
had called “oppressive.

Issue 4: The borderland dialect Caló is a colorful language heard throughout West Texas and beyond. These episodes highlight phrases and words from and explore their meaning with a personal anecdote. These stories are an effort to preserve Caló and 
educate others about it. 

11/2/2023 That ruca is just using you, vato 7:45 a.m.; 4:44 p.m. 0:03:54

Today we’re going to talk about a frequently used word in Caló, 
ruca. It means a girlfriend you may not intend on marrying. Of 
course, your intentions may change, but the initial attraction may 
have been otherwise. It comes from the old Castilian word for a 
wildflower that blooms from a pernicious weed, beautiful to see but 
not something you would bring home and put in a vase.

11/9/2023 Chale, just… 7:45 a.m.; 4:44 p.m. 0:03:42

The word for this episode of Caló is chale. It means no, with 
emphasis. There isn’t a comparable word, or even root word, in 
either Spanish or English. It stands at the top of a three-step no 
ladder. At the bottom is the simple, nice no, as in no thanks, I’m 
good. The next step up is the more engaged, eye-to-eye nel, as in I 
hear you, ese, but nel, I’m not going to ponerle with you. Then 
there’s the hell no, you’re wrong, chale, what you would say in 
response to a preposterous question or accusation. You cheating 
on me, vato? Chale!

11/16/2023 Apeate, esa 7:45 a.m.; 4:44 p.m. 0:03:36

The word for this episode of Caló is apear. It’s a verb that means to 
get down from your high horse. It’s old Castilian for dismount and 
get a pié — on your feet.

11/22/2023 Ahina’s how we are 7:45 a.m.; 4:44 p.m. 0:03:45

The word for this episode is hacina. It’s an adverb from old 
Castilian that means ‘like this.’ The modern Spanish word is así, as 
in do it así. From the middle Rio Grande Valley north, the typical 
pronunciation injects an English h in place of the c to exaggerate 
the indication that’s being made, as in do it ahina, instead of 
hacina. It’s a distinctive regional signature that Spanish teachers 
have been trying in vain to purge from the vernacular for 
generations.

11/29/2023 Oh, what a mamón! 7:45 a.m.; 4:44 p.m. 0:03:40

Today’s episode is about the term mamón. Sharing the same root 
word as mammal and mom, it means sucker in Spanish. In Caló, 
the term describes somebody, man or woman, who always thinks 
they should have it “their way.” Nobody likes a mamón. Somebody 
who’s inconsiderate is a mamón. Somebody who goes through life 
assuming everybody loves them and owes them whatever they 
wish is a mamón. Somebody who thinks nobody sees their faults or 
duplicitous nature is a mamón. To be sure, somebody who isn’t a 
mamón, can commit mamadas. And women can be just as 
mamonas as their mamón male counterparts.

12/7/2023 You can mercar stuff from the machines 7:45 a.m.; 4:44 p.m. 0:04:17

This episode is about the word mercar, a verb that means to buy. 
The modern Spanish word for that is comprar. Mercar is simply the 
noun — mercado or market — turned into a verb, in the same 
manner that terms like bond, mortgage, and bankrupt are turned in 
to verbs in English.

12/14/2023 Let me alzar! 7:45 a.m.; 4:44 p.m. 0:03:27

Today’s episode is about the word alzar. In modern Spanish, it 
means to raise, put up, elevate. In Caló, it means to put things in 
order, clean up, reform. Given the context, alzar can be used 
innocuously to say you’re going to clean your house or feverishly to 
exhort people to rebel against the established order.

12/21/2023 Who te trujo, hijito? 7:45 a.m.; 4:44 p.m. 0:03:53
The word for this episode is trujir. It’s old Castilian, and in Caló it 
means to bring. The modern Spanish word for the same is traer.

Issue 5: The Big Bend region is full of natural and historic wonders -- the desert landscape and roaming wildlife. The area's deep history is worthy of exploring. These stories look at the natural wonders of Far West Texas, from the sky island of the Davis 
Mountains to the Chihuahuan desert and the stars above.

10/6/2023 The Making of a Mountain: the Glass Range 7:45 a.m.;4:44 p.m. 0:03:30

North of Marathon, the Glass Mountains mark the threshold 
between the Great Plains and the mountain West. These “gateway” 
mountains are the exposed remains of a reef, which formed around 
an inland sea when West Texas lay near the equator, as part of the 
supercontinent of Pangaea.

10/13/2023
At Midland's Sibley Center, an Ice Age Adventure is 
Underway 7:48 a.m.; 4:48 p.m. 0:07:00

American lions, saber tooth tigers and short-faced bears, oh my! A 
day in Ice Age West Texas is terrifying to imagine. And now, West 
Texans can experience the Pleistocene past at a new exhibit at the 
Sibley Nature Center in Midland.

10/27/2023
Lechuguilla Cave: Exploring a Wondrous World 
Beneath the Guadalupe Mountains 7:48 a.m.; 4:48 p.m. 0:07:00

The story of Lechuguilla Cave, in the backcountry of Carlsbad 
Caverns National Park, is a reminder of the deep mysteries of the 
Chihuahuan Desert. And it's proof that there are frontiers of 
discovery not only beyond our planet, but within it.
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11/3/2023
The Salt Flat Spider: An Enigmatic Arachnid Finds 
Sanctuary in the Harshest Desert Places 7:48 a.m.; 4:48 p.m. 0:07:15

The story of Saltonia incerta, the salt flat spider, is difficult to 
fathom. And it's largely thanks to one scientist that we know of its 
existence. But in isolated populations, in North America's harshest 
places, it's living its arachnid life.

11/10/2023
With Buried Bison Bones, Excavating the Insights of 
Prehistoric Hunters 7:48 a.m.; 4:48 p.m. 0:07:30

Four decades ago, archeologist John Speth unearthed bones from 
a series of prehistoric bison kills on the Southern Plains. What he 
found defied expectations – and opened a window on to the 
traditional ecological knowledge of our region's first people.

11/24/2023
The Evening Primrose is the Center of an Aromatic 
Drama in the Desert Night 7:45 a.m.;4:44 p.m. 0:05:00

A team of botanists is researching the mysteries of the evening 
primrose flowers in our region, and across the West. And they’ve 
discovered a nocturnal drama of attraction and danger, in which 
scent plays a central role.

12/1/2023
Prairie Pueblos: Archeology Reveals a “Dual 
Economy” on the Prehistoric Plains 7:48 a.m.; 4:48 p.m. 0:07:45

Henderson Pueblo, on the plains near Roswell, New Mexico, 
initially appeared as nothing more than a “serpentine line of rocks.” 
But in excavations, archeologists unearthed a substantial 
prehistoric village, whose residents built an economy tied to 
communal hunting and long-distance trade of bison goods.

12/8/2023
Borderlands Research Institute Marks 15 Years of 
Cutting-Edge Science for West Texas Wildlife 7:48 a.m.; 4:48 p.m. 0:08:00

Now celebrating 15 years, Alpine's Borderlands Research Institute 
fuses scientific rigor with practical conservation.

12/22/2023
At Spirit Eye Cave, an indigenous woman’s remains 
were found - and eventually sold 6:45 a.m.; 8:45 a.m.; 3:44 p.m. 0:06:48

A recent story in The New Yorker explores the decades-old tale of 
how a group of locals digging in a cave for Native American 
artifacts uncovered human remains, and the question of who 
should claim ownership when such discoveries are made.

Issue 6: In Midland, school officials at two private Christian schools have come under fire for allegedly concealing the sexual assault of a student. These stories look at devleopments in the cases at these two schools.

11/11/2023
Top Trinity School Of Midland Officials indicted for 
allegedly attempting to conceal sexual abuse 6:04:00 a.m; 8:04:00 a.m.; 4:04:00 p.m.; 5:04:00 p.m. 0:00:45

In February, four administrators at the private Christian school 
were arrested after a former student detailed to police how they 
had been previously abused by a classmate for months — and how 
school officials did not act after being informed of the situation.

11/21/2023

Former Midland Christian School leaders face felony 
charges for allegedly trying to conceal the assault of a 
child — again 6:04:00 a.m; 8:04:00 a.m.; 4:04:00 p.m.; 5:04:00 p.m. 0:00:50

A grand jury recently indicted Midland Christian School's former 
Superintendent Jared Lee, former Principal Dana Ellis and current 
teacher Matthew Counts on state jail felonies for allegedly 
attempting to conceal the assault of a child. The three educators 
were arrested on similar charges in February, but those were 
eventually dropped.

11/23/2023
As Midland private school leaders face indictments, 
their supporters question the conduct of local police 6:45 a.m.; 8:45 a.m.; 4:44 p.m. 0:06:48

Current and former leaders at Midland Christian School and Trinity 
School of Midland were indicted this month on state felony charges 
for allegedly concealing the abuse of children. The two schools 
were investigated for two separate, unconnected incidents, but the 
schools’ supporters have united to call on the City of Midland to 
look into how local police approached these cases.


