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Issue 1: Midland is a city with a long history — one that goes well beyond the Permian Basin’s status as the center of the country’s largest oil field. The lives of so many people here have made Midland the community it is today, a city rife with industry and innovation. 
But not every story has been valued or given room to be told. These stories -- part of a collaborative series called "Midland: Our City, Our Stories" -- are an attempt to change that and highlight undertold stories and personal histories in Midland.

9/8/2022 Midland: Our City, Our Stories -- Karen Cook 6:45 a.m.; 8:45 a.m.; 3:44 p.m. 3:34:00

In the 1960s and 1970s, Karen Cook grew up going to her father’s barbershop on Lee Street in 
Southeast Midland. Back then, she says Lee Street was a mainstay for Black Midlanders, a 
place they could get a haircut, go grocery shopping, or spend the night out. Now, Lee Street is 
a shadow of the busy thoroughfare Karen remembers. While remnants of the business there 
remain, the street has largely grown quiet as Midland developed and the glory days of Lee 
Street faded into the past.

9/15/2022 Midland: Our City, Our Stories -- Olga Sanchez 6:45 a.m.; 8:45 a.m.; 3:44 p.m. 3:06:00

As a young girl in Pecos, Texas, Olga Sanchez wanted to be a hairdresser. But when her 
mother died in 1958 she moved to Midland. Soon, she dropped out of school and began 
working to support her family. Over the years, Olga would wake up early on cold fall days to 
pick cotton. And later, after getting married and becoming a mother, she would start cleaning 
houses. Eventually, Olga was able to attend beauty school, realizing a long-held dream of 
styling hair.

9/22/2022 Midland: Our City, Our Stories -- Conrad Coleman 6:45 a.m.; 8:45 a.m.; 3:44 p.m. 2:42:00

In the 1960s when Conrad Coleman prepared to enter the ninth grade at Midland’s all-Black 
campus Carver Junior-Senior High, Midland schools began to integrate. Soon, Conrad and his 
classmates were split between two campuses – Midland High School and Robert E. Lee High. 
As Conrad remembers it, the fallout of desegregation was immense and was felt throughout the 
Black community.

9/29/2022 Midland: Our City, Our Stories -- Saul Herrera 6:45 a.m.; 8:45 a.m.; 3:44 p.m. 4:08:00

For most of his life, Saul Herrera has had to use a wheelchair. At 10 months old, the native 
Midlander was diagnosed with cerebral palsy, and for most of his early education he attended 
school with other students with disabilities. But by fifth grade, he started attending classes at 
Sam Houston Elementary, a mainstream public school in Midland. Saul remembers feeling like 
an outsider when he first started school there. It was a difficult time, but he says he soon found 
a group of friends and a sense of belonging.

Issue 2: Issue 2: Increasing the on-air Spanish language content on Marfa Public Radio is a priority for the station's newsroom. And el noticiero semanal - a Friday-roundup of the week's top stories in Spanish - is how the station is looking to 
accomplish that goal.                                

7/1/2022

El noticiero semanal: Reacciones a la decisión del 
aborto de la Corte Suprema, y una tragedia en San 
Antonio 6:29 a.m.; 8: 29 a.m.; 3:29 p.m. 4:32:00

El noticiero semanal de Marfa Public Radio es un resumen de historias locales y estatales de la 
semana.

7/8/2022

El noticiero semanal: Una nueva orden de seguridad 
fronteriza de Abbott, y lo último sobre las leyes de 
aborto de Texas 6:29 a.m.; 8: 29 a.m.; 3:29 p.m. 4:48:00

El noticiero semanal de Marfa Public Radio es un resumen de historias locales y estatales de la 
semana.

7/15/2022

El noticiero semanal: Condado de Presidio declara 
una “invasión,” un roble perdido en Big Bend, y 
problemas de infraestructura en Odessa 6:29 a.m.; 8: 29 a.m.; 3:29 p.m. 4:38:00

El noticiero semanal de Marfa Public Radio es un resumen de historias locales y estatales de la 
semana.

7/22/2022

El noticiero semanal: Acusaciones en muertes de 
migrantes en camión, y una nueva serie sobre el 
acceso al aborto en el oeste de Texas 6:29 a.m.; 8: 29 a.m.; 3:29 p.m. 3:54:00

El noticiero semanal de Marfa Public Radio es un resumen de historias locales y estatales de la 
semana.

7/29/2022
El noticiero semanal: Incendio en Presidio, jueza en 
Presidio apoya a Abbott, y el festival Viva Big Bend 6:29 a.m.; 8: 29 a.m.; 3:29 p.m. 4:11:00

El noticiero semanal de Marfa Public Radio es un resumen de historias locales y estatales de la 
semana.

8/5/2022

El noticiero semanal: Restricciones de diésel en 
Presidio y emisiones en Midland, y el tercer 
aniversario del tiroteo en El Paso 6:29 a.m.; 8: 29 a.m.; 3:29 p.m. 4:47:00

El noticiero semanal de Marfa Public Radio es un resumen de historias locales y estatales de la 
semana.

8/12/2022
El noticiero semanal: Nuevas medidas de seguridad 
escolar, Abbott y O’Rourke van a debatir, y más 6:29 a.m.; 8: 29 a.m.; 3:29 p.m. 4:20:00

El noticiero semanal de Marfa Public Radio es un resumen de historias locales y estatales de la 
semana.

8/19/2022
El noticiero semanal: El nuevo año escolar en el oeste 
de Texas 6:29 a.m.; 8: 29 a.m.; 3:29 p.m. 4:10:00

El noticiero semanal de Marfa Public Radio es un resumen de historias locales y estatales de la 
semana.

8/26/2022
El noticiero semanal: La nueva ley del aborto, y 
actualizaciones de la sequía y el ozono 6:29 a.m.; 8: 29 a.m.; 3:29 p.m. 4:33:00

El noticiero semanal de Marfa Public Radio es un resumen de historias locales y estatales de la 
semana.

9/2/2022
El noticiero semanal: Una nueva colaboración entre 
músicos de Texas y México viene a Marfa 6:29 a.m.; 8: 29 a.m.; 3:29 p.m. 4:44:00

El noticiero semanal de Marfa Public Radio es un resumen de historias locales y estatales de la 
semana.

9/9/2022

El noticiero semanal: Nuevas vacunas, el Festival 
Multicultural de Presidio, y una nueva serie de 
historias menos contadas de Midland 6:29 a.m.; 8: 29 a.m.; 3:29 p.m. 4:43:00

El noticiero semanal de Marfa Public Radio es un resumen de historias locales y estatales de la 
semana.

9/16/2022

El noticiero semanal: Muerte de un migrante en Big 
Bend, el alcalde de Presidio no se presenta a la 
reelección y condenan a un hombre de Alpine por el 
ataque del 6 de enero 6:29 a.m.; 8: 29 a.m.; 3:29 p.m. 4:05:00

El noticiero semanal de Marfa Public Radio es un resumen de historias locales y estatales de la 
semana.

9/23/2022

El noticiero semanal: La escuela Blackwell será un 
Sitio Histórico Nacional, y una nueva oficina de 
derechos humanos abre en Presidio 6:29 a.m.; 8: 29 a.m.; 3:29 p.m. 4:27:00

El noticiero semanal de Marfa Public Radio es un resumen de historias locales y estatales de la 
semana.



9/30/2022

El noticiero semanal: Migrantes baleados, uno 
mortalmente, cerca de Sierra Blanca, y falsa alarma 
de tirador en Presidio 6:29 a.m.; 8: 29 a.m.; 3:29 p.m. 3:01:00

El noticiero semanal de Marfa Public Radio es un resumen de historias locales y estatales de la 
semana.

Issue 3: In the wake of the Supreme Court decision overturning Roe v. Wade, people in states around the country are now finding themselves forced to travel long distances to access legal abortion. But in Far West Texas, that’s long been the 
reality. In the weeks following the Supreme Court's decision, we hear from a newly formed group aimed at helping pregant people in the region, and, in a special series, three Big Bend residents share their stories of traveling to get an abortion 
over the last 15 years.

7/1/2022

After Roe decision, Big Bend area abortion advocates 
work to keep locals informed of changing legal 
landscape 6:45 a.m.; 8:45 a.m.; 4:44 p.m. 5:57:00

The newly formed Big Bend Reproductive Coalition says it will continue to advocate for abortion 
rights, while also focusing on reproductive healthcare education.

7/20/2022
So Far From Care: The long road from Far West 
Texas to get an abortion -- JD 6:45 a.m.; 8:45 a.m.; 4:44 p.m. 5:17:00

JD DiFabbio was living in Marfa in 2010 when she found out she was pregnant. She had the 
resources to feel comfortable raising a child: a stable job, a long-term partner, her own house. 
But she’d always known she didn’t want kids. So JD made the trip to the closest abortion clinic, 
which was three hours away in El Paso. Twelve years later, she says she still thinks about it — 
with both grief and the certainty that it was the right decision for her.

7/21/2022
So Far From Care: The long road from Far West 
Texas to get an abortion -- Isabel 6:45 a.m.; 8:45 a.m.; 4:44 p.m. 4:30:00

Moving to Marathon in 2016, Isabel saw West Texas as a beautiful paradise, the lack of cell 
service a charming feature of small-town life. But when the cost of travel kept her from a follow-
up appointment after her abortion, she found herself in a rare medical emergency that 
demonstrated the high stakes of living in a remote community.

070/22/2022
So Far From Care: The long road from Far West 
Texas to get an abortion -- Sara 6:45 a.m.; 8:45 a.m.; 4:44 p.m. 4:56:00

More than a year before the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade, Texas passed SB8, then 
the most restrictive abortion law in the country, which banned abortions after about six weeks of 
pregnancy. That meant that by the time Sara took a pregnancy test in Far West Texas last 
winter, the closest clinic that could provide an abortion was four hours away, in New Mexico. 
The journey Sara took to get that care offers a glimpse into the future of abortion access in 
much of the country. As New Mexico becomes the only state bordering Texas that hasn’t 
restricted abortion, residents of the Big Bend region suddenly find ourselves among the closest 
to care in the state. 

This fall, as part of the November 8 midterm elections, Marfa residents will vote on a proposed $57 bond proposal for the local school district. As the Big Bend Sentinel has reported, school officials say the bond – which local home and property 
owners would pay for through increased taxes – would mostly go to building a new K-12 campus.

7/6/2022 Caló: Madreé a Mr. C 7:45 a.m.; 4:44 p.m. 3:45:00

Today we continue with an important root word in Caló that’s come in up previous episodes: 
madre. We’ve already used madre for two other expressions: desmadre, meaning chaos, and 
maderear, to goof off. Those two terms are unrelated. The term this episode, madrear, goes in 
still another direction. It means to damage, dominate or control.

7/11/2022 Caló: Eeee, the season finally changed! 7:45 a.m.; 4:44 p.m. 3:47:00

Órale, today we’re going to focus on the Caló expression, eeee. Of course, it doesn’t come 
from any particular word or language. It’s merely an expression—more of a sound, like wow, 
gah, and eek. Caló-speakers use to cover a wide range of situations, from “I didn’t know that” to 
“you’re in big trouble.” In other words, it can be used for wow, gah, and eek, depending on the 
context and the inflection used by the speaker. One expression it’s not used for is “uh” because
eeee is unhesitating and very directed.

7/20/2022 Caló: That’s his muleta 7:45 a.m.; 4:44 p.m. 3:50:00

The Caló word for this episode is muleta. In modern Spanish, it means crutch or wooden peg 
leg. But it’s the Spanish word maleta — which means suitcase — that comes closer to 
meaning. In Caló, muleta is a burden or blame. Muleta can be understood as the Caló 
counterpart to the mid-1900s English term for the same general idea, bag, as in left holding the 
bag.

8/1/2022 Caló: No, you were looking to do a big favor? 7:45 a.m.; 4:44 p.m. 3:42:00

Órale, the Caló word for this episode is ‘no.’ In Caló, the word is often used with double 
meaning. It both marks a notice and requests acknowledgement. And it’s delivered 
simultaneously in English and in Spanish with the exact same meaning. The only complication 
is that there’s a regional difference in its use. Among Caló speakers north of Albuquerque, no 
comes at the end of the statement, as in, “You didn’t get that at Walmart, no?” South of ‘burque, 
no comes at the front of the statement, as in “no, you didn’t get that at Walmart?”

8/8/2022 Caló: Pajuelazo del diablo 7:45 a.m.; 4:44 p.m. 3:54:00

Órale, the Caló word for this episode is pajuelazo. In Spanish vernacular, anything that ends 
with ‘azo’ means to be hit with it: Bullet, balazo. Bat, batazo. Bazooka, bazookazo. Paja (which 
means straw)? Pajuelazo. Of course, nobody gets hit by a blade of straw, at least not in the 
world of Caló. In that world, pajuelazo is an onomatopoeia, a word that sounds like what’s being 
pointed out or described; namely, the sound of an impact of a bullet, bat, or something that’ll 
also make the two-syllable, echo-like sound of a pajue-lazo.

8/16/2022 Caló: Then dale shine 7:45 a.m.; 4:44 p.m. 3:37:00

Órale, the expression ‘dale shine’ is the feature for this episode of Caló. The literal translation is 
“make it shine or stand out.” But what it means is, “step forward,” “make your move,” or “go 
ahead and say it or do it.” While it can be used to draw a line in the sand, so to speak, it’s not 
necessarily a challenge, for it can also be used to tell someone in a nonjudgmental way, “Go 
ahead and do it if you’re so sure of yourself.”

8/24/2022 Caló: You left your chivas 7:45 a.m.; 4:44 p.m. 3:46:00

Órale, chiva is the word for this episode of Caló. In Spanish, it means “goat.” In Caló, it means 
“stuff,” as in “my stuff” or “their stuff.” It invokes a general aesthetic of a goatherd going through 
life herding goats, which straggle, get lost and sometimes even get poached by predators.

8/31/2022 Caló: Chaquetera! 7:45 a.m.; 4:44 p.m. 3:50:00

Órale, the word for this episode of Caló is ‘chaquetear.’ It’s a verb that means to switch sides or 
betray your side. It comes from the English word, jacket, which has been adopted in many 
Spanish-speaking countries as ‘chaqueta.’ The literal meaning is to don the opposition’s color 
or style of jacket while abandoning that of the side or party you at first belonged to.

9/6/2022 Caló: Then eat cuitcha 7:45 a.m.; 4:44 p.m. 3:30:00

The word of the day is cuitcha, an alternative spelling is cuatcha. It means excrement and 
comes from the Comanche or Numunuu word for poop, cuita. Its etymology can also be traced 
to the Aztec or Nahuatl word cuitlatl. It’s been in the Caló lexicon for centuries.



9/13/2022
Caló: You le pones a los wildlife, and I le pongo a los 
cats 7:45 a.m.; 4:44 p.m. 3:18:00

Órale, the term ponerle is the feature of today’s episode. In Spanish it means to add to or put 
on top of. In Caló it means bet on or prefer something in particular. It can also be used to say 
leave, as in “I’m going to ponerle” or “you better ponerle” The general idea behind ponerle is 
that of gambling, where you put your chips down before the roulette wheel spins or the dealer 
spreads another round, so when somebody le pone, they’re either favoring something or 
gathering their chips and heading for the door.

9/19/2022
Caló: I think it’s because they don’t like your ramfla, 
ese 7:45 a.m.; 4:44 p.m. 3:16

Órale, ranfla is the featured word of this episode. It’s an endearing word for one’s car. 
Comparable words in English are jalopy and hot rod. It comes from the English word, Rambler, 
an old car brand that’s no longer around.

9/27/2022 Caló: What an agüite 7:45 a.m.; 4:44 p.m. 3:21:00

Órale, the word of the day is agüite. It comes from the Spanish word for watered down, aguado. 
In Caló, it describes a situation where you’re beaten down, demoralized, and depressed. When 
somebody’s in such a state, they’re said to be agüitado, their spirit diluted, weakened.

Issue 5: The Big Bend region is full of natural and historic wonders -- the desert landscape and roaming wildlife. The area's deep history is worthy of exploring. These stories look at the natural wonders of Far West Texas, from the sky island of the 
Davis Mountains to the Chihuahuan desert and the stars above.

7/7/2022
For the Borderlands Research Institute, Ranching 
Heritage is the Key to Conservation 7:48 a.m.; 4:48 p.m. 8:00:00

Billy Tarrant is associate director of stewardship services at Alpine’s Borderlands Research 
Institute. He works to provide landowners with tools to keep their ranches intact, and to 
preserve and restore features of those landscapes that are central to the Big Bend’s natural 
heritage.

7/21/2022
Wild Sheep Showdown in West Texas: As Aoudad 
Boom, Scientists See a Threat to Native Wildlife 7:48 a.m.; 4:48 p.m. 7:29:00

The return of desert bighorn sheep to West Texas is one of the state’s marquee conservation 
stories. These majestic animals had been eradicated here by the 1960s. Some 1,500 now roam 
the Texas mountains – a testament to the sustained efforts of countless wildlife managers and 
enthusiasts.

7/28/2022
Wildlife Managers Share Lessons for Living with Black 
Bears in West Texas 7:48 a.m.; 4:48 p.m. 8:00:00

The black bear – Ursus americanus – had been hunted out of West Texas by 1960. Now, black 
bears are back. At a talk at the Trans-Pecos Wildlife Conference, August 4th in Alpine, 
attendees can learn the remarkable story of these West Texas bears, and how to coexist safely 
with these returning neighbors.

8/4/2022
The Lost Oak of the Chisos: In Big Bend, a Win for 
Biodiversity Has Global Resonance 7:48 a.m.; 4:48 p.m. 6:25:00

The oak species Quercus tardifolia had only been found in the Chisos Mountains of Big Bend 
National Park. And after the single known tree died in 2011, the species was thought to be lost 
forever. But a band of passionate botanists wasn’t having it. Now, they’re pulling this 
remarkable tree back from the brink of extinction.

8/11/2022
State officials reject push for stronger mountain lion 
protections, but will discuss the issue further 6:04:00 a.m; 8:04:00 a.m.; 5:05:00 p.m. 0:00:53

Texas parks and wildlife officials have denied a conservation group’s request to formally 
consider new protections for the wild cats, but say they’ll form a working group to consider the 
issue further.

8/18/2022
Visiting Paquime, the Prehistoric “Water City” of the 
Chihuahuan Desert 7:48 a.m.; 4:48 p.m. 8:00:00

Located near the modern city of Nuevo Casas Grandes, Paquime is surrounded by Chihuahuan 
Desert grasslands and volcanic hills and mountains. Paquime and Marfa are at almost precisely 
the same elevation, and a West Texas visitor could easily imagine they were on the Marfa 
Plateau, at the foothills of the Davis Mountains.

8/25/2022
At Paquime, Unearthing a Great Prehistoric City’s 
Deep Local Roots 7:48 a.m.; 4:48 p.m. 7:28:00

Paquime, or Casas Grandes – a few hours drive from El Paso in Chihuahua, Mexico – is a 
stunning archeological site, the largest urban center known from the prehistoric North American 
deserts. Thousands lived here, with multi-story adobe apartments, ball courts and monumental 
earthen sculptures, a system of reservoirs and canals for drinking water and wastewater. 
Goods

9/1/2022
At “Lizard Camp,” Scientific and Personal Discovery 
on the Dell City Dunes 7:48 a.m.; 4:48 p.m. 8:00:00

his June, five students – all emerging women in science – spent a month tracking a singular 
creature across the West Texas white sands, as part of the Erell Institute’s Lizard Camp.

9/3/2022
On the Park’s 50th, Guadalupe’s Supt. Eric Leonard 
Shares Tales of a Texas Wilderness 7:48 a.m.; 4:48 p.m. 7:58:00

Modern Texans are no exception. At 8,751 feet, Guadalupe Peak, in Guadalupe Mountains 
National Park, is the state’s highest point, and thousands come each year to ascend the “Top of 
Texas.” But as the park celebrates its 50th anniversary on September 30th, Superintendent Eric 
Leonard would lead us down less trafficked trails. Here, we encounter the remarkable story of 
this Texas wilderness, a story that encompasses, and surpasses, its signature summit.

9/22/2022

As the Park Marks 50 Years, Guadalupes Supt. Eric 
Leonard Seeks New Ways to Connect Visitors to this 
Singular Place 7:48 a.m.; 4:48 p.m. 7:58:00

The Guadalupes routinely make the list of “least visited” national parks. Like the “hiker’s park” 
trope, there’s truth to it – this rugged corner of the Chihuahuan Desert is sparsely populated, 
and the park indeed preserves a high lonesome experience. But Leonard said the “remote” 
reputation is also misleading, and problematic.

Issue 6: As the new school year begins, we took a look at the state of public education in West Texas from safety measures to bond initiatives.  

8/22/2022
As the new school year begins, Big Bend districts 
revisit safety measures with Uvalde in mind 6:49 a.m.; 8:49 a.m.; 4:48 p.m. 6:55:00

Schools across the region launched reviews of their own safety protocols after the May 24 
elementary school massacre in Uvalde that left 19 students and two teachers dead.

8/31/2022
Midland Christian officials sue the City of Midland over 
claims of police misconduct 6:04:00 a.m; 8:04:00 a.m.; 5:05:00 p.m. 0:00:45

In February, five staff members at the Midland private school were arrested for allegedly not 
reporting and concealing the sexual assault of a student. Now the five educators say police 
misrepresented facts during the investigation.

09/12/2022
Marfa residents to vote on $57 million school bond 
this fall 6:49 a.m.; 8:49 a.m.; 4:48 p.m. 6:04

This fall, as part of the November 8 midterm elections, Marfa residents will vote on a proposed 
$57 bond proposal for the local school district. As the Big Bend Sentinel has reported, school 
officials say the bond – which local home and property owners would pay for through increased 
taxes – would mostly go to building a new K-12 campus.

09/20/2022
Midland ISD names interim superintendent and begins 
search for district’s new leader 6:04:00 a.m; 8:04:00 a.m.; 5:05:00 p.m. 0:00:25

Midland Independent School District’s Board of Trustees accepted Superintendent Angelica 
Ramsey’s resignation early Tuesday morning as she departed Midland to accept a leadership 
position at Fort Worth ISD.

09/29/2022 UT Permian Basin boasts record-breaking enrollment 6:04:00 a.m; 8:04:00 a.m.; 5:05:00 p.m. 0:00:45

The Odessa university welcomed its largest class ever this fall, as officials see total enrollment 
up as well. The school’s president credits an increase in financial aid as the primary reason 
more students are choosing UTPB.


