
Quarterly Programs and Issues 
1st  Quarter 2022 – WRHM & WVSZ

Programs:

WRHM/WVSZ provides local newscasts nine times each weekday. One-minute updates run on 
the half-hour, Mon-Fri, between 6 and 10am. In addition, longer newscasts air at 7:02 and 
8:02am and on the half-hour between 3 and 6pm. On Saturday, the longer newscasts air on the 
half-hour between 9am and 12noon.

Public Service Announcements are aired on a rotating basis, and are prerecorded. Some are 
voiced by members of the community. Public service announcements air daily.

The FM107 Community Calendars air on a daily basis, and are updated two to three times per 
week. Those calendars provide dates, time and phone numbers of events occurring in Lancaster, 
Chester, York and Chesterfield Counties. These programs air multiple times per day.

Critical Issues facing the region, covered by FM107 news during the quarter include:

01/02/22 - The South Carolina Highway Patrol is investigating a one-car fatal crash on New 
Year’s Eve in Chesterfield County. The accident happened around 11:49 p.m. on Friday night on 
South Pearl Street near Tory Road, south of Pageland. Officials said a 1996 Ford Coupe was 
travelling south on South Pearl Street while trying to avoid law enforcement.

01/04/22 - More than 6,000 customers in York, Chester and Lancaster counties lost power 
Monday morning as heavy wind and rain knocked down trees and blocked some roads and that 
was just yesterday morning. Wind gusts hit close to 50 miles per hour at times through the day 
with as much as a half inch of rain.  The outages to electrical service were widely spread and 
included all three main utility providers and continued throughout the afternoon and into the 
evening.

01/07/22 - South Carolina’s infant mortality rate dropped between 2019 and 2020, but the rate of 
babies dying before their first birthday is likely still above the national average. Of the 55,713 
babies born in South Carolina in 2020, 364 died within their first year of life, the South Carolina 
Department of Health and Environmental Control said in a news release Thursday.
That’s almost 7% less than infant death rate in 2019, the agency said. The total 2020 infant 
mortality rate was 6.5 deaths per 1,000 live births.

01/10/22 - Governor Henry McMaster is proposing a simplification of the formula the state uses 
to pay its portion for public schools. The education staff for McMaster says the new formula put 
into his budget plan submitted to lawmakers will increase flexibility and accountability and help 
out poorer districts. The proposal sends money based on the student-teacher ratio and minimum 
teacher salaries instead of the confusing arrays of formulas currently used.

01/10/22 - An Indian Land man on Jan. 10 formally admitted to illegally storming the U.S. 
Capitol building last year, becoming the sixth South Carolinian to plead guilty to participating in 



the historic riot…Paul Colbath, 65, pleaded guilty to a single misdemeanor less than three 
months after his Oct. 28 arrest, and almost exactly a year after he joined a crowd of which 
assaulted the Capitol and the small police force guarding it… Like most of South Carolina’s 11 
Capitol defendants, Colbath is not being charged with assaulting police officers that day.

01/11/22 - South Carolina Attorney General Alan Wilson said the state is seeing a steady 
increase in the number of children identified as victims of human trafficking. Wilson released the 
state’s annual report on the crime Monday morning in Columbia. Charleston County fell two 
slots in the total number of human trafficking victims reported statewide last year, but it 
remained in the top five counties, a new report states. Attorney General’s Office spokesman 
Robert Kittle said there were 121 cases reported in 2021, down from 129 in 2020.

01/11/22 - A man is facing charges after authorities said he held a woman and a 1-year-old child 
hostage for two days in Chester County. According to the Chester County Sheriff’s Office, 
deputies received a call on Sunday from a woman in the Douglas Road area of Great Falls who 
said the man, later identified as Burton Mincey Jr., was holding her and the child hostage. 
Investigators said they learned that on Jan. 7, Mincey attacked the woman with a hammer, 
threatened to kill her and had been holding her and the 1-year-old hostage at the home since then. 
Deputies went to the home on Jan. 9 after receiving the phone call. With guidance from law 
enforcement, the woman was able to escape with the child, according to the sheriff’s office. 
After securing the victims, deputies executed a search warrant on the home and arrested Mincey.

01/12/22 - For the past two days, a young male has been seen throwing items at cars from the I-
77 overpass at old Mill Road. Chester County Sheriff's Office says he was seen riding a red dirt 
bike and has caused damage  to vehicles driving on I-77. According to a tweet from the Chester 
County Sheriff's office the suspect has been apprehended.

01/12/22 - On Tuesday, a man was spotted driving through the parking lots of Chester High 
School and Chester Middle School taking pictures. The man was at both properties for a short 
amount of time.And Earlier today,  the Chester County Sheriff’s Office was made aware of a 
social media post from the man showing a picture of a school in Rock Hill. Rock Hill Schools 
was informed of his presence and placed all schools on a secure, locking all the doors from the 
outside. After a short time, the man left Rock Hill and traveled back to Chester County, where he 
was spotted at Chester Middle School. The man has been taken into custody and is being 
transported to the Chester County Detention Center. No weapons were found, but he was in 
possession of a small quantity of marijuana.

01/13/22 - South Carolina senators on Wednesday started what will likely be a debate over 
several days about whether to get rid of a state law that requires hospitals and other medical 
clinics to get permission to expand or buy most major medical equipment. The original goal of 
the Certificate of Need program was to make sure medical care was spread around the state and 
not concentrated in major cities. It also sought to ensure hospitals didn’t end up in overspending 
because of competition.But supporters of a bill to end the program said those kind of limits 
aren’t needed in a world where huge heath care companies work together to use the rules to 
muscle out competition. They said those large conglomerates have the money to take risks on 
new heart centers or cancer treatment facilities or entire hospitals without going bankrupt.



01/16/22 - The winter storm left thousands without power and ice all over the roads Sunday, 
however the Rock Hill area seemed to avoid the worst of it. Light rain came in mid-afternoon 
and into the evening. The heaviest precipitation from the front moved north and temperatures 
went abovie freezing and York. Less than 500 people were without power in York County as 
compared to Chester County who had over 2,000 and Lancaster County which experienced 
14,000 without power.

01/17/22 - A state senate panel will consider diverting funds from public education to 
scholarships for private education expenses. The state legislature will likely give serious 
consideration this session to a parent-friendly school voucher plan. It would let parents take 
public dollars dedicated to their children and use those dollars for private educational expenses. 
It's a proposal steeped in controversy. It would take money earmarked for K-12 public education 
and put it in educational scholarship accounts for use by parents with low incomes or special 
needs children. The bill gets a 2nd hearing Wednesday before the Senate Education Panel.

01/19/22 - Gov. Henry McMaster is expected in his State of the State address Wednesday to say 
South Carolina needs to be bold and seize opportunities created by billions of additional budget 
dollars to continue to be a great state for businesses. McMaster is set to speak to lawmakers at 7 
p.m. at the Statehouse. The annual speech will be carried live by WRHI FM 100.1. The speech is 
a chance for the Republican governor to tout what he sees as his accomplishments from last year, 
likely to include a new law that bans most abortions in the state. That law has been suspended as 
the courts review its constitutionality. McMaster also is expected to set out his goals for 2022, 
many of which he has already revealed in news conferences late last year or in his budget 
proposal to the General Assembly earlier this month. The state has more than $5 billion extra to 
spend this year because of a booming economy, money saved in past years and federal COVID-
19 relief.

01/20/22 - A bill that would make it illegal for drivers to hold a cellphone in their hands in South 
Carolina is heading to the Senate floor. The proposal passed the Senate Transportation 
Committee on Wednesday, moving a debate that has repeatedly failed in the House over to the 
Senate. The bill requires anyone using a cellphone while driving to use hands-free features, like 
Bluetooth or speakerphone. The fine for a first offense would be $100 and any subsequent 
convictions would be $300 fines and two points on driver’s licenses. The proposal is similar to a 
hands-free cellphone law currently on the books in Georgia. South Carolina has banned texting 
while driving for eight years, but supporters of the bill said the $25 fine is not a deterrent and the 
law only allows police to write tickets if they see a driver texting. The Senate bill would only 
require an officer to see a cellphone in a driver’s hand. Efforts to pass the bill in the House have 
repeated failed over the past several years.

01/21/22 - The South Carolina Senate approved a new map for the state’s U.S. House seats on 
Thursday, making minimal changes to the current seven districts of which all but one reliably 
elect Republicans. Senators voted 26-15 vote for passage strictly along party lines. The vote 
likely shut the door on any significant changes to the districts, which Democrats and civic groups 
say unfairly amplifies Republican power and pulls apart communities to dilute minority strength 
into just one district. The loudest complaints about the new map came from those upset that 
Charleston and North Charleston continue to be in different districts. Opponents also said extra 



voters likely to choose Republicans were put into the coastal 1st District, which had a 38-year 
run of Republican U.S. representatives before the seat flipped in 2018 to a Democrat for one 
term.

01/24/22 - A South Carolina senator who has fought to allow medical marijuana in the state for 
seven years appears to finally be getting a debate on the Senate floor. Senators put Sen. Tom 
Davis’ medical marijuana bill in a special debate slot where they will have to take it up before 
almost all other bills. The Beaufort Republican expects that could be either Tuesday or 
Wednesday. Davis’ proposal is one of the most conservative in the country. People using 
medical marijuana could not smoke it. Doctors would have to meet patients in person before 
prescribing the oil, checking for any history of substance abuse and creating a written treatment 
plan. The proposal specifies the illnesses that be treated including cancer, multiple sclerosis, 
glaucoma. sickle cell anemia and autism.

01/26/22 - South Carolina hospitals would no longer need state permission to build new 
facilities, make expansions or buy expensive equipment after senators voted overwhelmingly to 
get rid of the requirement Tuesday. The 35-6 vote eliminates the Certificate of Need program, 
long criticized by free market Republicans, and sends the bill to the House. The issue wasn’t on 
many observers’ radar when the session began, but the Senate acted swiftly for its part, fending 
off any attempts to keep parts of the program by supporters — such as the South Carolina 
Hospital Association — who say it protects health care in rural areas and can prevent hospitals 
from overspending because of competition.

01/26/22 - Back in May, the EPA issued an emergency order for New Indy Paper Mill to fix an 
odor that was impacting residents of at least three counties. Last night in a contentious public 
meeting in Rock Hill with at least 30 people in attendence and several others joining online, the 
EPA shared its proposal to monitor the problem saying they’ll keep watch for three years to 
make sure the plant doesn’t expel certain chemicals like hydrogen sulfide, beyond a certain limit. 
Several people in attendance pleaded with the EPA to go further and to test other chemicals, 
introduce harsher consequences or stop the plant altogether. As for New Indy, they declined to 
comment. Now that the EPA has listened to public comment, it has to decide whether to adopt 
that proposal of monitoring for three years or go in a different direction altogether.

01/27/22 - A new map for South Carolina’s U.S. House seats is on its way to the governor after 
the state House approved the plan Wednesday without any additional debate. The plan makes 
minimal changes to the seven current districts, six of which reliably elect Republicans. The 
House voted 72-33 to accept changes the Senate made last week. All the votes against the bill 
were from Democrats. The basic templates for South Carolina’s congressional districts were 
drawn after the 1990 U.S. Census when the state created a district with a majority of minority 
voters and also ended up making the remaining districts more Republican. The only significant 
change since then happened after 2010 when the state added a seventh district, but kept the rest 
of the districts as similar as possible.

01/27/22 - A group of South Carolina lawmakers on Wednesday advanced a proposal to ban all 
abortions in the state should the U.S. Supreme Court overturn the nationwide right to the 
procedure. Following the subcommittee’s vote, the full Senate Medical Affairs committee is now 



poised to consider that measure, along with a second bill requiring doctors to tell women 
receiving drug-induced abortions about a controversial method to possibly halt the abortion 
process. The first proposal would define that life begins at fertilization and any doctor who 
performs an abortion after that point could face similar charges to murder. The bill also says 
birth control and other contraception methods would not be outlawed and abortions could be 
performed if a mother’s life is in danger or an egg was fertilized outside the womb. If passed by 
the Republican-controlled state legislature, the law would take effect if the U.S. Supreme Court 
were to overturn Roe v. Wade, the 1973 landmark decision that protected abortion rights across 
the country, and turn that decision over to states. About a dozen states already have similar laws.

01/28/22 - An appellate court heard arguments Thursday in Planned Parenthood’s legal challenge 
to South Carolina’s new abortion law, with attorneys for the state arguing the nonprofit doesn’t 
have standing to bring the case. The nonprofit group, which immediately challenged the law after 
Republican Gov. Henry McMaster signed it last year, countered that it stood on legal bedrock. 
The “South Carolina Fetal Heartbeat and Protection from Abortion Act” is similar to abortion 
restriction laws previously passed in a dozen states that became tied up in the courts.

01/30/22 - Law enforcement officials have identified a woman who jumped from a Manhattan 
building to her death Sunday as being formerly from Fort Mill and the 2019 Miss USA 
winner…According to the NY  Post 30 year old Cheslie Kryst a lawyer who attended both 
Northwestern and Fort Mill high schools, jumped from the 60-story Orion building on W. 42nd 
St. in New York early Sunday morning and was found dead in the street below
Before her death, Kryst took to Instagram, saying “May this day bring you rest and peace”….Her 
friends say Cheslie embodied love and served others, whether through her works as an attorney 
fighting for social justice, as Miss USA and as a host on EXTRA

01/31/22 - Interesting vote tonight by the Lancaster County Council to finalize 
redistricting…Most of Lancaster County’s growth over the past decade has been in the Indian 
Land panhandle, which will mean a bigger political voice when the new lines are set…The 
panhandle has had two of seven Council seats, but the new map up for a final vote tonight gives 
the panhandle 3 seats. Every 10 years, every county in the USA uses federal census population 
data to redraw its voting lines to balance population changes.

02/01/22 - Rep. Ralph Norman along with Sen. Lindsey Graham, Sen. Tim Scott, Rep. James 
Clyburn. Rep. Joe Wilson, Rep. Jeff Duncan,  Rep. Tom Rice, Rep. William Timmons and Rep. 
Nancy Mace issued a joint statement in support of exempting from state taxes the retirement 
income of military veterans, as proposed by Governor McMaster in his Executive Budget 
proposal for FY23 applauding Governor McMaster for once again including in his executive 
budget the elimination of the state tax on military retirement pay. South Carolina proudly stands 
with our veterans, and our state leaders must demonstrate this by fully protecting their retirement 
pay. South Carolina would join over thirty other states that have adopted this policy with great 
results.

02/02/22 - Republicans in the South Carolina Senate don’t appear to be in any rush to make their 
state the 49th in the county to pass a hate crimes law. Democrats in the House gathered Tuesday 
to talk to reporters and put pressure on senators to act on a bill that adds penalties to violent 



crimes based on someone’s motives. The House passed the bill in 2021, although it removed hate 
crime penalties for property crimes such as painting a swastika on a synagogue. The bill started 
this legislative session last month on the Senate floor and hasn’t moved, leaving South Carolina 
and Wyoming as the only U.S. states without a hate crimes law. If it doesn’t pass before the 
session ends in May, the proposal would have to start all over again in 2023.

02/02/22 - Redistricting happens every 10 years when census numbers come out. This year’s 
numbers showed exponential growth for the Indian Land community. As a result, the new 
Lancaster County district maps will look a lot different for the next 10 years. Part of the reason is 
growth in the Panhandle. The Indian Land area not only grew in population, but it is also gaining 
a seat in the city council. County council held a special called meeting Monday night to vote a 
third and final time on the redistricting plan. The total population of Lancaster County is close to 
90,000 people. The number of people living right now in Indian Land more than a quarter of that. 
Because of redistricting, some of people will be voting in a new place and maybe in a completely 
different district with new representation.

02/03/22 - Another earthquake is being reported near Elgin. The U.S. Geological Survey says a 
magnitude 1.3 earthquake happened three miles east of Elgin. It happened Wednesday at 12:39 
a.m. This is the 18th earthquake reported in the area since December 27th.  

02/06/22 - Republican leaders in the South Carolina House are set to take on income tax cuts. 
Reports say they plan to tackle cuts in the state before this year's General Assembly session ends 
in May. A House subcommittee plans to pass a bill cutting the state's top income tax rate from 
seven to six percent over five years. The cut would cost about 750-million dollars when fully in 
effect.  

02/07/22 - The debate over whether to legalize medical marijuana in South Carolina is extending 
into a third week in the state Senate starting Tuesday. A Republican leader is telling his 
colleagues to plan for late nights next week to bring the issue to a vote. The bill has been the 
only major item debated by the Senate since Jan. 26 — over five legislative days. Sen. Tom 
Davis has detailed what he called the conservative nature of his nearly 60-page proposal, 
including banning the smoking of the drug. Opponents have pointed out their opposition stems 
from concerns that medical marijuana would open the door to legalizing recreational use of the 
drug.

02/07/22 - College students are speaking out against South Carolina's Heritage Act. That's the 
law that forbids historic monuments from being removed from public property in the state. On 
Saturday, the NAACP Youth and College Division and the University of South Carolina's 
NAACP held a march from the school's campus to the State House. They are calling for the 
Heritage Act to be repealed.  

02/08/22 - MorningStar Ministries appeared at the York County council Monday night to ask the 
county to drop the latest lawsuit and let them continue building the Heritage Tower in Fort Mill. 
The building is the center of a controversy that started back in 1987. The site was supposed to be 
the centerpiece of Praise The Lord’s Christian theme park but the concept crumbled when leader 
Jim Bakker resigned. MorningStar Ministries bought the unfinished property from PTL and have 



fought various legal battles with the county to develop the grounds. MorningStar wants to turn 
the spot into an active adult community for people in their church ages 50 and up. The county 
did not respond to MorningStar during the meeting.

02/08/22 - The Lancaster Sheriff’s Office is investigating a fatal car accident that occurred 
Monday and left one person dead.The crash involved two vehicles on SC Highway 97 near 
Cunningham Quarters Road around 10:25 a.m. A driver of a 1995 Ford Escort was traveling 
southbound when they traveled off the right side of the road, lost control, went left back of center 
and was struck by a 2016 Toyota Ford Runner. Richard Porter, 43, was driving the Toyota and 
was uninjured. A passenger, 70-year-old Vicky Porter was transported to the hospital with 
injuries. The driver of the Ford, 22-year-old Justin Chaffin of Liberty Hill, S.C., was pronounced 
dead on the scene.

02/09/22 - House Majority Whip Brandon Newton, R-Lancaster Tuesday introduced an amended 
elections-related bill the South Carolina House passed last year to add a series of controversial 
election security measures opposed by Democrats.  The House voted 75-39 largely along party 
lines, changed portions of a bill that firmed up the oversight and authority of South Carolina’s 
State Election Commission to add a prohibition on ballot drop boxes and expand the array of 
election audits the state can perform, among other things. The bill adopted Tuesday, has been 
sitting in the House since it was amended late last session by the Senate, now returns to the upper 
chamber, which must decide whether to accept the House change or to convene a small panel of 
House members and senators and hash out the differences.

02/10/22 - South Carolina senators Wednesday approved the use of medical marijuana in the 
state on a 28-15 vote that finished a Republican senator’s seven-year quest to pass the proposal, 
but the legislation still has some hurdles to pass to become law. The proposal had both bipartisan 
support and opposition in the Republican-dominated Senate. Seventeen Republicans voted for 
the bill and 10 opposed it. It faces one more routine vote before going to the House where it has 
never been taken up on the floor. The bill has been a crusade for Sen. Tom Davis for seven years 
and several senators said his tireless attempts to change their minds turned them into supporters.

02/10/22 - "It's time to legalize sports betting in South Carolina." Those are the words of 
Democratic gubernatorial candidate Joe Cunningham who wants to allow sports gambling in 
South Carolina. Cunningham went on to say "this is about giving people more freedom and 
generating new revenue we can use to tackle our biggest challanges. 30 other states including our 
neighbors have done it. Now it's our turn." Ultimately, how much South Carolina could bring in 
depends on how sports betting would be taxed.

02/11/22 - More charges are expected against the person of interest in the disappearance of 41-
year-old Deidre Annette Reid, a missing woman from Pageland. That was what deputy solicitor 
Kernard Redmond made the court aware of Thursday morning during the bond hearing for 
Emanuel Bedford, who is charged with grand larceny and obstruction of justice in connection 
with Reid’s disappearance. Bond was denied, with the judge telling the prosecutor this is a 
special case because the defendant isn’t necessarily a danger to the community but there were 
some concerning parts of the case. The grand jury will meet again on March 10, where additional 
charges against Bedford are expected, according to Redmond. The judge ordered another hearing 



on April 4 to discuss the issue of bond again in the event the defendant is indicted on additional 
counts.

02/13/22 - The South Carolina chapter of the NAACP says "the recently adopted congressional 
map denies Black South Carolinians political representation at the federal level". The State 
Newspaper says the federal lawsuit claims lawmakers used race as the primary factor in drawing 
the 1st, 2nd and 5th congressional districts. Republicans say the new map closely resembles the 
old map which withstood a legal challenge and was precleared by the U.S. Department of 
Justice. The case will be heard by a three-judge panel between February 28th and March 8th. A 
judicial decision is due by March 14.  

02/15/22 - The South Carolina Department of Veterans' Affairs is receiving a 1.8 million dollar 
grant. The four-year funding from the U.S. Department of Justice will assist with court treatment 
programs for veterans in the Palmetto state. It will help establish more Veterans Treatment 
Courts across South Carolina. Those will be set up in the most economically disadvantaged areas 
of the state.  

02/16/22 - The man charged with the rape and murder of a Chester County woman in 1976 has 
entered a plea deal before the start of his trial. On Monday, the state and the defense finished jury 
selection in the case of Charles Coleman, who is charged with the death of Ann Wilson. The trial 
was expected to get underway Tuesday. Instead, Coleman pleaded guilty to murder under an 
Alford plea, which allows a defendant to maintain their innocence while acknowledging there is 
enough evidence to lead to a probable guilty verdict. As part of the plea deal, the rape charge was 
dismissed. The murder charge carries a maximum sentence of life in prison, while the minimum 
sentence is 30 years.

02/17/22 - The South Carolina House passed its own version of a plan to spend nearly $1.8 
billion in federal COVID-19 relief money that has just small differences from the proposal 
passed by the Senate the day before. The House’s plan spends $800 million on repairing and 
rebuilding water and sewer systems, $100 million less than the Senate plan. It also sets aside 
$400 million for expanding broadband internet into rural areas and gives $100 million to the 
Office of Resilience to fight flooding and buy land in areas that frequently flood. That money is 
not in the Senate plan. Both chambers want to give the Department of Transportation $450 
million to replace lost gas tax revenue and jump-start projects like widening Interstate 26 to three 
lanes between Columbia and Charleston.

02/18/22 - The financial leader in the South Carolina Senate proposed nearly $2 billion in 
income tax cuts and rebates on Thursday, adding an even larger number to the debate on cutting 
taxes heating up in the General Assembly. Nearly everyone who pays income taxes in South 
Carolina would get something back under Senate Finance Committee Chairman Harvey Peeler’s 
proposal. The plan would drop the state’s top tax rate of 7% down to 5.7% when people file their 
returns next year. That would cost nearly $900 million. Peeler also wants to give $1 billion of 
one-time rebates to taxpayers, but the Gaffney Republican said he is still working on those 
details. Peeler’s plan came two days after House members joined Gov. Henry McMaster with 
their own plan to cut the top rate — which more than four out of 10 state taxpayers pay — from 
7% to 6.5% now and eventually to 6%.



02/18/22 - State Health officials announced Friday that they would being phasing out public 
COVID 19 testing sites and to also stop reporting daily case counts starting in March. The 
Department of Health and Environmental control said that with cases and hospitalizations 
decreasing, along with rapid at home tests widely available, it is no longer believed the drive thru 
public testing sites were needed. It is also expected that SCDHEC will update its contact tracing 
and school guidance next week.

02/22/22 - Lancaster County says it is committed to providing quality services especially in the 
summer for pools and summer camps. They want to do this by raising the minimum wage. It is 
race against the clock for council members in Lancaster County. Pools and rec centers are having 
trouble recruiting workers. To help with the problem the county is proposing increasing the 
minimum wage from $8 to $12. The county raised the minimum wage to $12 an hour, which will 
start in June. This not only benefits incoming seasonal and part-time workers but also the people 
who are already working in the county making under $12. The county administrator, Dennis 
Marstall, says COVID-19 has decreased the number of people the county usually recruits but 
there has been a higher demand for county services. He says the council hopes the pay bump can 
help the county in the foreseeable uphill battle.

02/23/22 - A federal appeals court on Tuesday upheld a lower court ruling that temporarily 
blocks the enforcement of South Carolina’s fetal heartbeat law, which would ban most abortions 
after six weeks of pregnancy. The “South Carolina Fetal Heartbeat and Protection from Abortion 
Act” is similar to abortion restriction laws previously passed in a dozen states that became tied 
up in the courts. South Carolina’s law requires doctors to perform ultrasounds to check for fetal 
cardiac activity, which can typically be detected about six weeks into pregnancy. Once activity is 
detected, the abortion can only be performed if the pregnancy was caused by rape or incest, or if 
the mother’s life is in danger. Republican Gov. Henry McMaster signed the law last year, but it 
was immediately challenged in a lawsuit filed by Planned Parenthood. In its ruling Tuesday, a 3-
judge panel of the Richmond-based 4th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals upheld a ruling by U.S. 
District Court Judge Mary Lewis, who suspended the law on its second day in effect.The 
Communications Director of the S.C. Governor’s Office, Brian Symmes says McMaster will 
take this case all the way to the U.S. Supreme Court if necessary.

02/24/22 - The interim police chief for the city of Lancaster, as well as a city council member, 
announced their resignations during a Tuesday night meeting. Interim Lancaster Police Chief 
Phillip Hall’s resignation is effective April 1. He said during the meeting that he felt he deserved 
the formal police chief title. Hall has served as the department’s interim chief for several months, 
following the firing of former police chief Scott Grant by the city council last May. The 
overwhelming majority of those who spoke at public comment wanted Interim Chief Phillip Hall 
to be named. Lancaster City Council Member Gonzie Mackey also announced his resignation 
from a seat he has held for more than 20 years. Mackey’s reason for his resignation is that he did 
not like how the council was treating Hall and no longer wanted to be a part of it. Hall has been 
interviewed twice for the position, but he has not gotten it.

02/24/22 - The Compassionate Care Act legalizing medical marijuana in South Carolina faces an 
uncertain future in the House after the Senate passed the bill this month. Representative Leon 
Howard says the House Medical, Military, Public and Municipal Affairs Committee will begin 



discussing the proposal after the House completes its budget process. Even if the measure passes, 
it could take time before patients can get prescriptions and possibly longer before those 
prescriptions can be filled. DHEC would be responsible for creating and implementing the 
program as well as handling the licensing for marijuana providers.  

02/28/22 - Lancaster’s city manager has told the resigning interim police chief to leave the job by 
March 2, so he will be able to “start enjoying his retirement earlier”. The interim police chief for 
the city of Lancaster, as well as a city council member, announced their resignations during a 
Tuesday night meeting. Interim Lancaster Police Chief Phillip Hall’s resignation, which was 
previously scheduled for April 1, is now coming a month sooner. City Administrator Flip Hutfles 
says Hall’s last working day was Feb. 24. Hutfles had a discussion with all of the police 
employees Friday and appointed Lt. Brian Small (special operation commander) to be interim 
chief starting Friday. Hutfles says he did that because Small has been there since 2005 and has 
previous law enforcement experience that was going to help the department and the city.

02/28/22 - New Indy Catawba has sent out a letter to residents asking for support for the mill 
through public comment. In January, New-Indy Catawba entered a consent decree with the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) over the odors and complaints by residents from 
2020.The consent decree resolves claims related to the Clean Air Act filed by the EPA and 
declares that New-Indy has made substantial improvements over the past year. Before the federal 
court enters the decree, it is subject to a public comment period, ongoing now until March 11. 
During the comment period, citizens can offer comments in writing about the proposed decree to 
be reviewed by the Department of Justice.

03/02/22 - The number of people dying from drug overdoses in South Carolina increased by 
more than 50 percent in 2020, health leaders say. The South Carolina Department of Health and 
Environmental Control (DHEC) released its annual Drug Overdose Deaths Statistical Report for 
South Carolina. The data within the report shows a significant increase in drug overdose deaths 
for the year 2020 – the start of the COVID-19 pandemic in the United States. From 2019 to 
2020, the total number of opioid-involved overdose deaths in South Carolina increased by 59 
percent, from 876 to 1,400. The total number of all drug overdoses increased by 53 percent 
across the state, from 1,131 to 1,734.

03/03/22 - Police are charging a man with murder in a shooting that killed a 16-year-old and left 
another person injured at an apartment complex in Lancaster. Ja’mez O’zecio Dye, age 19, has 
been arrested and charged with murder and possession of a firearm during the commission of a 
violent crime in the death of the 16-year-old victim in this case. According to the Lancaster 
Police Department, officers were called to Sycamore Run Apartments on Miller Street for a 
shooting that happened around 7:10 p.m. on Feb. 11. Investigators continue to interview 
witnesses and pore through evidence to determine what happened before, during, and after the 
incident. Investigators reportedly learned that several young men were present in and around the 
apartment when the 16-year-old victim arrived by car and approached the apartment. Officials 
say an argument led to a fight and several shots were fired, one hitting the 16-year-old. He was 
taken to the hospital where he died.



03/03/22 - Voters in South Carolina could be allowed two weeks of early voting and other 
changes to the state election laws after members of the state House unanimously approved a new 
voting measure. WSAV reports the largest change to the law includes making South Carolina the 
45th state to allow anyone to vote outside of Election Day without an excuse. Other changes 
include the early voting period lasting over two weeks with polls open from 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Monday through Saturday. The bill also makes voting fraud a felony instead of a misdemeanor. 
The proposed law now heads to the state Senate  

03/04/22 - Everybody who files an income tax return in South Carolina — even the more than 1 
million people who pay no state income tax — would get a rebate check of at least $100 in a bill 
being considered by the state Senate. A subcommittee sent the rebates to the full Senate Finance 
Committee on Thursday. They make up about half of a $2 billion package that would also cut the 
top income tax rate from 7% to 5.7%. The Senate proposal doubles the money put into tax cuts 
by the House, which unanimously passed its own tax package without a rebate last week. Tax 
cuts went from talk to action in the past few weeks after state economists announced that 
between the booming state economy and money saved from previous budget years, South 
Carolina lawmakers have an extra $4.5 billion to spend this session.

03/07/22 - A teen shooting happened in Lancaster on Sunday. While walking downtown, it 
happened at 11 am on Elm Street near South Main. According to the Lancaster Police 
Department, the teen heard his name called and was then shot. A person at a nearby local 
business then drove the teen to the Medical University of South Carolina Lancaster hospital. The 
teen has since been released after treatment with the shooting under investigation. This marks the 
fourth teenager shot in Lancaster the last 4 weeks. 

03/07/22 - The Carolina Panthers have paused the construction on their $800 million practice 
facility and headquarters in Rock Hill. According to the Associated Press, sources say that city of 
Rock Hill has not made good on its commitment toward the projects infrastructure.The first 
phase of the construction was slated to be done in 2023 but the City did not make its intitial 
payment which was due in March of 2021. In a statement released by Tepper Sports and 
Entertainment, they say that the ongoing work will continue with the partners to find an 
economically acceptable solution for all parties in order to continue the project. The organization 
said it was a "difficult but prudent decision" to pause the project. TS&E will continue to pay all 
the workers on the site and extend their wages a week from the moment the project is paused.

03/09/22 - A bill that would give everyone who files an income tax return in South Carolina a 
rebate of at least $100 is speeding its way through the state Senate. The Senate Finance 
Committee on Tuesday unanimously passed the $2 billion bill, which includes a significant cut 
in the top income tax rate. The proposal now heads to the Senate floor, where Republican leaders 
want to get a vote so senators can consider the bill’s impact alongside the rest of the $14 billion 
state budget next month. The sometimes long-winded Senate Finance Committee debated the bill 
for less than 20 minutes. It was proposed 19 days ago, The proposal cuts the state’s top income 
tax rate from 7% to 5.7%, costing just under $1 billion. The other $1 billion in the bill gives a 
rebate ranging from $100 to $700 to every person or married couple who files an income tax 
return regardless of whether they ended up paying any state income tax.



03/09/22 - State Superintendent MollySpearman's letter to Lancaster County Schools says the 
district must send in a recovery plan to fix financial issues in 60 days under the state's fiscal 
watch declaration. The letter to Superintendent Jonathan Phipps does not give details as to why 
the fiscal watch declaration was needed. A fiscal watch sits as the lowest level of fiscal and 
budgetary concerns. According to the education department, two other levels of concern are 
higher in urgency - fiscal caution, and fiscal emergency - the highest level.  

03/10/22 - The state Senate approved Wednesday a proposal that would add South Carolina to a 
list of states calling for a convention to propose specific amendments to the U.S. Constitution. 
Every African American senator voted against the proposal, saying they feared the national 
meeting could gut protections their ancestors have had to fight for over two centuries. Nearly 20 
states have passed similar measures. The U.S. Constitution requires two-thirds of states, or 34, to 
call for the convention. The 27-13 vote by the South Carolina Senate gave key approval to the 
proposal that supporters said would limit the convention to a few items — spending checks on 
the federal government, limiting the federal government’s jurisdiction and power, and setting 
term limits for Congress. Two Republicans nervous the convention could go rouge and take up 
amendments that could eliminate the right to bear arms joined with all but one Democrat voting 
against the bill.

03/10/22 - Gary Simrill in an interview with the State newspaper has announced he will be 
retiring after 30 years in the state house. The Rock Hill representative was elected to the state 
House in 1992, the first Republican to represent his Rock Hill seat. Simrill’s retirement, 
preceded by an avalanche of whispers over the past several weeks, won’t likely alter the party 
split between Democrats and Republicans in the House, all up for reelection this year. 
Republicans currently control 81 seats in the House (two are vacant because of early 
retirements), leaving Democrats with 43.

03/11/22 - The South Carolina Senate unanimously passed a $2 billion income tax cut and rebate 
bill, setting up what will likely be intense negotiations with the House over the $1 billion tax cut 
it passed last month. Thursday’s vote came just three weeks after Senate Finance Committee 
Chairman Harvey Peeler first proposed the cut. The proposal would send a rebate of at least $100 
to everyone who files an income tax return in South Carolina, regardless of whether they pay any 
taxes. Taxpayers who do owe state income tax would get that amount back in 2022 up to $700. It 
would cost about $1 billion.

03/13/22 - The South Carolina House will begin debate on the state’s $14 billion budget 
Monday, but one billion-dollar bit of business probably won’t get settled until well into the 
spring. With an unprecedented amount of money to spend between the booming economy 
boosted by federal stimulus money and cash lawmakers saved over the past few years in case the 
COVID-19 pandemic crashed revenues, there is plenty of areas lawmakers can make 
“transformative change,” which are buzzwords around the Statehouse in 2022. There is $1 
billion set aside to repave roads, improve safety and expand interstates — like jump-starting the 
expansion to three lanes for all of Interstate 26 from Columbia to Charleston. All state employees 
and most teachers and state law enforcement officers get raises, new schools will be built. But 
one $1.4 billion question won’t be answered. That’s the difference in income tax cuts and rebates 
being offered by the House and Senate.



03/15/22 - The South Carolina House approved the state’s $14 billion budget in one day with 
little debate over big ticket items and knocking aside smaller changes like stricter abortion rules 
or worries about whether a state health card could be used as a COVID-19 vaccine passport. The 
House voted 108-7 late Monday to give the budget key approval. They plan to return to the 
chamber Tuesday morning for a routine final approval, sending it on to the Senate. Traditionally, 
House budget debates have gone on for days. The budget was almost unchanged from what 
passed the House Ways and Means Committee. There is about $1 billion set aside to repave 
roads, improve safety and expand interstates — like jump-starting the expansion to three lanes 
for all of Interstate 26 from Columbia to Charleston. The House’s spending plan that would start 
in July includes raises for all state employees and most teachers and state law enforcement 
officers. There are new schools, a new state health lab and money to improve election security. 
There was about three hours of debate Monday evening on smaller changes.

03/16/22 - South Carolina House Speaker Jay Lucas said Tuesday that he will not run for 
reelection this year after running the chamber for eight years, opening up a big leadership gap in 
a chamber the Republican has worked hard to make less divisive and more cooperative. Lucas 
gave a short speech, keeping his composure until the end, when the chamber erupted in 
thunderous applause and Democrats and Republicans from all over the political spectrum gave 
him long, heartfelt hugs as he tried to make his way back to the office. Lucas was elected 
Speaker in 2014 after Bobby Harrell was indicted on campaign finance violations. Harrell played 
favorites, ignored Democrats and wasn’t very receptive to different opinions. The House’s 
relationship with the governor suffered, but in no small part because of Gov. Nikki Haley, who 
was occupying the mansion at the time.

03/17/22 - The South Carolina Senate agreed Wednesday to move forward with a proposal to 
split up the state’s health and environmental affairs agency, though lawmakers indicated they 
may still have some details left to hammer out. Senators spent less than two hours discussing the 
bill to split up the South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control before 
agreeing to give it a second reading, leaving amendments to be debated ahead of a final vote 
later. The proposal as currently written would establish a new Department of Behavioral and 
Public Health, bundling the state’s public health and mental health responsibilities together. The 
current Department of Mental Health and Department of Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse 
Services would be folded into this new agency.

03/18/22 - Clover Town Councilman Wesley Blair Spurrier was arrested and charged with 
driving under the influence after an incident Thursday night around 10 p.m. Spurrier was found 
in nearby woods after the traffic incident, according to a Clover police incident report. Spurrier 
was arrested after a 2015 Hyundai hit a curb near the corner of Clinton Avenue and Memorial 
Drive in Clover. A Clover Police report said that Clover officers found an unoccupied car 
registered to Spurrier in a yard near the intersection of Memorial Drive and Clinton Avenue. The 
report states officers called the highway patrol because Spurrier is a current town council 
member.

03/21/22 - South Carolina has given the greenlight to firing-squad executions, a method codified 
into state law last year after a decade-long pause in carrying out death sentences because of the 
state’s inability to procure lethal injection drugs. The state Corrections Department said Friday 



that renovations have been completed on the death chamber in Columbia and that the agency had 
notified Attorney General Alan Wilson that it was able to carry out a firing-squad execution. 
Lawmakers set about tweaking state law to get around the lethal injection drug situation. 
Legislation that went into effect in May made the electric chair the state’s primary means of 
execution while giving inmates the option of choosing death by firing squad or lethal injection, if 
those methods are available.

03/22/22 - South Carolina lawmakers now have less than three months to change the state’s law 
on sex offenders, and if they don’t, all of the more than 17,000 registered sex offenders in the 
state could apply at that point to be taken off the registry. The deadline follows a ruling last 
summer from the state Supreme Court, which called South Carolina’s law, requiring sex 
offenders register for life with no opportunity to petition to be removed from that list, the 
strictest in the country. The court also ruled that requirement is unconstitutional and told the state 
it had to adjust the law within a year, which is up on June 9. Last week, Attorney General Alan 
Wilson and Eleventh Judicial Circuit Solicitor Rick Hubbard testified on the proposed changes 
senators are currently considering.

03/23/22 - The murder trial started for a man who is accused of killing his girlfriend in 
Lancaster, S.C., then killing a man in Ballantyne while he was on the run in 2019. Derrick 
McIlwain is charged with the murder of Kimberly Alger in May 2019 in Lancaster and the 
murder of Alvin Fletcher in south Charlotte in Nov. 2019. Emotions were heightened as 
McIlwain and Alger’s families sat side by side each other in court yesterday. Whispers, gasps 
and even sobs were heard throughout the first day of this trial. The prosecution continues with 
more witness on the stand today.

03/25/22 - A proposal to give South Carolina families state dollars to send their children to 
private schools is up for debate at the State House. The bill, S.935, would create Education 
Scholarship Accounts, which would be similar to school voucher programs offered in other 
states. Under the proposal, families would receive $6,000 a year per student with an ESA, and 
that dollar figure would be adjusted yearly based on the amount public schools receive per pupil 
each year in the state budget. Supporters argued this is state money put to good use to provide 
access to a better education for more of South Carolina’s children. Students who are Medicaid 
eligible because their family’s income is low enough or have an IEP would qualify for an ESA, 
as would students whose siblings also have one of these accounts. The program would be phased 
in and eventually capped at a 15,000-student maximum.

03/28/22 - The murder trial ended in four days for Derrick McIlwain, who was charged with the 
murder of Kimberly Alger in May 2019 in Lancaster. McIlwain received life without parole for 
the murder of Alger. McIlwain was also charged for the murder of Alvin Fletcher in south 
Charlotte in Nov. 2019. He wasn’t on trial for that murder in these proceedings.

03/28/22 - A man from Fort Mill will plead guilty to charges connected to the January 6th 2021 
Capitol Riots. Elliott Bishai will plead guilty at an April 25th hearing. This makes 8 of 12 South 
Carolinians so far charged in the riot either to plead guilty or announce intentions.Another man, 
Citadel cadet Elias Irizarry,also from the Fort Mill area also faces several charges in the riot, will 
have until June 1 to make a decision on whether to go to trial. Both were arrested by the FBI in 



March of 2021 and was arraigned in federal court with evidence that showed they entered the 
capitol through a broken window. Over 775 defendants have been arrested in nearly all 50 states 
in connection with the Jan. 6 riot, which includes more than 245 people charged with violent 
offenses on that day.

03/29/22 -  York County Council this morning issued a press release expressing there 
appreciation to the Rock Hill City Council for its unanimous support of the resolution at their 
meeting last night.  Stating further that York County is eager to see this landmark project move 
forward, and construction to begin again at the site and the County will continue to work 
diligently with our partners in the City and the Carolina Panthers to make this development a 
success.

03/31/22 - South Carolina lawmakers are weighing new limitations for a program that has helped 
bring ten-thousand new affordable housing units to the state. Under a proposed Senate measure, 
there would be a new yearly 15-million dollar cap on the tax credits awarded as part of the 
program. The House of Representatives is working on its own affordable housing tax credit bill.  

03/31/22 - A proposal to ban transgender students from playing girls’ and women’s sports in 
public South Carolina high schools and colleges is moving through the state House after stalling 
twice last year. Members of the House Education and Public Works Committee didn’t comment 
on the bill before they voted 11-2 Thursday to send the proposal to the chamber floor.
The legislation would require athletes to compete with the gender listed on their birth 
certificates. Lawmakers did spend nearly two hours listening to testimony on and discussing the 
bill Wednesday, with opponents walking out of the meeting about an hour in. The group SC 
United for Justice and Equality said the walkout was prompted by the bill’s supporters using 
insults and slurs to demonize transgender people.


