
Quarterly Programs and Issues 
4th Quarter 2020 – WRHM & WVSZ

Programs:

WRHM/WVSZ provides local newscasts nine times each weekday. One-minute updates 
run on the half-hour, Mon-Fri, between 6 and 10am. In addition, longer newscasts air at 
7:02 and 8:02am and on the half-hour between 3 and 6pm. On Saturday, the longer 
newscasts air on the half-hour between 9am and 12noon.

Public Service Announcements are aired on a rotating basis, and are prerecorded. Some 
are voiced by members of the community. Public service announcements air daily.

The FM107 Community Calendars air on a daily basis, and are updated two to three 
times per week. Those calendars provide dates, time and phone numbers of events 
occurring in Lancaster, Chester, York and Chesterfield Counties. These programs air 
multiple times per day.

Critical Issues facing the region, covered by FM107 news during the quarter include:

Business & Economic Growth

10/01 - Lawmakers in South Carolina will decide the future of Santee Cooper in 2021. 
They were considering three bids for the state-owned utility this year, but the decision 
was put off due to the pandemic. Santee Cooper officials say they have been moving 
forward with a reform plan in the meantime, including working over the next 12 years to 
pay off three-point-six-billion dollars in debt from the failed nuclear project at VC 
Summer. A recent ratepayer lawsuit has caused Santee Cooper to freeze their energy rates 
for most customers for the next four years.

10/07 - The Panthers, York County, and the City of Rock Hill jointly revealed plans and 
renderings for the new Carolina Panthers development to house the organization's 
training facility and business headquarters. The mixed-use site is designed to host Tepper 
Sports & Entertainment and become a destination for people all over the region. When 
completed, the development will include restaurants, retail, a healthcare facility, 
apartments, hotels, trails, and office space. The state-of-the-art facility will also include a 
120,000-square foot indoor practice facility, a 113,000-square foot multipurpose sports 
and entertainment venue, and outdoor practice fields. The indoor practice field features 
80-foot tall operable glass doors and can host athletic events and games, concerts, and 
other corporate events. Among the team's amenities will be a 20,000 square-foot weight 
room, a 6,000 square-foot locker room, and 5,000 square-foot hydrotherapy room to aid 
players' rehab and recovery. Complete audio from last night's town hall can be found on 
our website, wrhi.com



10/20 - South Carolina is joining an antitrust lawsuit against Google. The suit claims 
Google uses a monopoly system in online searches, which could hurt competition. Eleven 
states including the Palmetto state have joined the U.S. Department of Justice suit. It is 
the largest antitrust case against a tech company in over 20 years.  

11/12 - Despite the record number of unemployment claims during the pandemic, 
Governor McMaster says they will not be raising the taxes on businesses and state 
services who pay to fund those unemployment claims. He says lawmakers voted to use 
part of the federal CARES Act funding to supplement the budget the unemployement 
insurance benefits draw from. He says the unemployment rate sits at 5.1% for South 
Carolina. McMaster says this move allows the state to freeze the tax rate at the 2020 
level.

11/25 - The governor is asking a major utility to hold off on asking for a rate hike. 
Virginia based Dominion Energy took over South Carolina Electric and Gas last year and 
is now asking to increase your power bills by 7.7%. Governor Henry McMaster is 
speaking up and asking the utility to put a hold on that request as people recover 
financially from adjusting to the pandemic. WSAV is reporting that in a letter to the 
utility, Governor McMaster calls the rate increase ill timed. He goes onto say if 
Dominion Energy moves forward with the request, he will ask the state Public Service 
Commission to reject it.

Crime & Law Enforcement

10/13 - A North Myrtle Beach mother accused of dumping her newborn children in the 
trash has failed to show up for her homicide trial. Although the trial will continue without 
her in attendance. According to prosecutors, Alyssa Dayvault gave birth to two children 
in 2017 and 2018 and placed their bodies in the trash.  In the 2018 death, it took police 
more than a week to find the child's body after searching her home.  If found guilty, the 
judge will issue a warrant for her arrest and the verdict will be sealed until she is 
captured.  

10/26 - The manhunt for an inmate who escaped from the Chester County Detention 
Center last Friday is over. Deputies said Bradley Bianco, 29, was captured around 5 p.m. 
Monday after being spotted running from an abandoned house on Rambo Road in York 
County. Authorities have not said how Bianco was able to slip away, but this wasn’t the 
first time he has escaped from custody. In 2012, authorities said he overpowered a guard 
at the Chester Regional Medical Center while wearing a straight jacket and leg shackles. 
According to officials, Bianco then took the guard’s gun and fired shots while running 
out of the hospital. He was later found hiding behind a house nearby and charged with 
attempted murder.



10/31 - Authorities in Chester County said the man they had been looking for in 
connection with two homicides earlier this year has been found and arrested. Authorities 
had been searching for Kenneth Xavier Redfern Jr., 26, for his involvement in two 
murders this year. According to the Chester County Sheriff’s Office, U.S. Marshals found 
Redfern near Baltimore, Maryland, where he was taken into custody.

 11/24 - The Chester County Sheriff's Office tweeted Monday morning that there had 
been a bomb threat at Chester High School. The school and career center were evacuated. 
At around 3:30 p.m., Chester County Sheriff Max Dorsey and deputies reported that State 
Law Enforcement Division officials found no bomb on campus and re-opened the 
building. The area around the high school was blocked off as a precautionary measure. In 
a late Monday afternoon tweet, the Chester County Sheriff's Office tweeted that no 
device was found. They are continuing to investigate the origin of the threat.

12/04 - Authorities said 17 people have been charged for drug trafficking and gun-related 
crimes after a two year investigation in Lancaster County. Officials said eight people 
were arrested Friday, four were already in custody, and police are still searching for five 
others. Following a drug trafficking ring investigation that lasted more than two years, 
authorities seized various quantities of fentanyl, heroin, methamphetamine, 16 firearms 
and ammunition. The charges include 47 counts of alleged violations of federal narcotics, 
firearm and counterfeit laws for conduct spanning from February 2017 to the present. 
Specifically, the indictment by the federal Grand Jury alleges defendants distributed and 
possessed with intent to distribute, fentanyl, heroin and methamphetamine, and that some 
defendants “violated federal firearms laws including by possessing or using firearms in 
furtherance of drug trafficking crimes.” The ATF and Lancaster County Sheriff’s Office 
were assisted by Homeland Security Investigations (HSI), South Carolina Law 
Enforcement Division (SLED), Lancaster Police Department and the Sixth Circuit 
Solicitor’s Office in the investigation.

Education

10/16 - 5th District Representative Ralph Norman on Friday introduced the Home 
Educators are Teachers Act of 2020. The legislation would help families who educate 
their children at home by extending to them the same tax deductions that traditional K-12 
teachers are entitled to under IRS rules. The IRS currently allows an "eligible educator" 
to deduct up to $250 of unreimbursed education expenses, which could include books, 
supplies, computer equipment, software, and other items used in the classroom. Norman 
said parents who educate their children at home, are, in fact, teachers and home educators 
should be eligible for the same tax deeductions that K-12 teachers in a traditional school 
are entitled to.

11/30 - The new rapid result COVID-19 tests promised to South Carolina schools by 
Gov. Henry McMaster should be at some districts by the start of school this week, 



education officials said. McMaster signed an executive order last Wednesday giving state 
health officials permission to begin rolling out the program with tests provided by the 
federal government. The goal of the program is to give the rapid COVID-19 tests to 
students, teachers and staff who are at school and show symptoms to quickly determine if 
they are infected and isolate them, officials said. The initial announcement earlier this 
month surprised education leaders, who said McMaster had not consulted with them 
before his news conference. But by the time McMaster issued his Wednesday order, the 
state Education Department said it would be able to start sending the tests to schools 
today.

12/10 - A Lancaster County High School will be closing, due to the coronavirus. 
According to Greg Suskin and our news partners at Channel 9, Indian Land High School 
will not be bringing students back to the classroom until the second semester. 
Coronavirus cases have kept students and staff quarantined causing a staff shortage. 
School will continue virtually.

Environment

11/13 - Heavy rains are continuing to effect the Catawba River Basin. The Basin is 
experiencing increased inflows and higher lake levels and Lake Wateree should begin 
spilling this evening. According to Duke Energy, the lake could exceed 104 feet. DUke 
continues to work closely with local emergency management officials.  Updates will be 
provided as conditions change. Meanwhile a Duke Energy power plant in lake Wylie 
spilled industrial storm water into the river and lake./ There is no environmental or public 
health threat, according to Duke.

12/27 - South Carolina residents are being asked to recycle their discarded Christmas 
trees to help the state continue its efforts to attract fish by building artificial reefs. Every 
winter the Department of Natural Resources gathers hundred of used Christmas trees to 
refurbish angling sites along Lake Murray. Crews weigh the reefs down with cinder 
blocks, and occasionally use other items, like PVC pipe, to add to what officials describe 
as a makeshift aquatic habitat. Before residents drop their trees off, officials stress that all 
lights, tinsel and ornaments should be removed. And make sure the tree is not still 
attached to its stand.

Healthcare

“Know Your Heart” is a weekly 2 minute feature by Carolina Cardiology that focus’ on 
Coronary and Heart health issues.

10/27 - Over one-and-a-half-million COVID-19 tests will be sent to South Carolina. The 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services is sending antigen tests that they say can 
diagnose the virus in fifteen minutes. Governor McMaster will determine how the tests 



are distributed. It's part of an effort to continue reopening South Carolina schools and 
businesses.  

11/19 - As the number of coronavirus cases and deaths continue to build across South 
Carolina, the state's first flu death has been reported. The South Carolina Department of 
Health and Environmental Control confirmed yesterday [WEDNESDAY] the first flu 
related death of the season, this according to WCSC. State Epidemiologist Dr. Linda Bell 
confirmed the complications that caused the death and that the person was from the Pee 
Dee area. During the 2019 to 2020 flu season, DHEC reported nearly 3-thousand 
influenza hospitalization and 126 deaths. The CDC recommends vaccinations for anyone 
over the age of 6.  

11/19 - Plans are moving forward for a Covid-19 vaccine in South Carolina.  As 
pharmaceutical companies move forward with getting two coronavirus vaccines approved 
by the federal government, state health officials are already making plans for how they 
will distribute them. The first step is obtaining freezers and ultra-cold storage containers 
to safely transport and store the vaccines at all distribution sites across the Palmetto State. 
Immunization Director Stephen White tells WIS-TV that they are in the process of 
enrolling and approving organizations that will distribute the vaccine, while already 
having 175 enrolled. The vaccine will likely be given to frontline workers and nursing 
home residents first while officials develop a distribution plan for the rest of the state's 
population.

12/17 - As coronavirus deaths, cases and hospitalizations continue to increase in South 
Carolina, the Department of Health and Environmental Control is reminding people that 
staying home is the best way to stay safe during the holidays. Interim Public Health 
Director Brannon Traxler said celebrating this year like any other puts the health of you 
and your loved ones in jeopardy. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention is 
urging celebrations limited to those who are members of the same household. For those 
attending a group gathering SC-DHEC recommends wearing a mask...physically 
distancing by 6 feet...getting tested before and after travel and washing your hands.

Humanities

Politics & Government

10/02 - The State is reporting a state circuit judge has ordered two Columbia law firms 
not to spend any of the $75 million fee S.C. Attorney General Alan Wilson gave them for 
alleged legal work to secure a $600 million political settlement in a plutonium deal, 
according to court filings at the Richland County courthouse. Gov. Henry McMaster 
quickly objected to the attorneys’ fees in a letter he sent Wilson. In the letter, McMaster 
told Wilson he could not endorse such a large payment because the settlement resulted 



from the “advocacy and coordination with members of [the State’s] Congressional 
delegation,” the lawsuit alleged. Wilson had no need to hire private counsel to address a 
relatively straightforward issue that government leaders ultimately negotiated. The 
Settlement Agreement was a political resolution brokered by elected leaders, including 
Gov. McMaster and (U.S.) Sen. (Lindsey) Graham.

10/06 - The Supreme Court on Monday reinstated a requirement that South Carolina 
residents voting by mail in November’s election get a witness to sign their ballots. 
Democrats had sought to have the requirement put on hold because of the coronavirus 
pandemic, but Republicans had defended it as deterring fraud. While the high court 
reinstated the requirement as a lawsuit over it proceeds, voters have already started 
returning ballots. More than 200,000 absentee ballots have been mailed and 18,000 
returned, according to the state’s election commission. The court said that any ballots cast 
before the court’s action Monday evening “and received within two days of this order 
may not be rejected for failing to comply with the witness requirement.” South Carolina 
has had a witness requirement for absentee voters since 1953.

10/07 - Associated Press is reporting more than 23,000 absentee ballots were turned in 
Monday in South Carolina, the first day the state offered in-person absentee voting for 
the 2020 general election. according to the state Election Commission. The number of 
votes already cast in the election jumped from nearly 18,500 at the end of last week to 
nearly 42,000 at the end of Monday, according to a commission report. About half of 
those votes were in-person absentee ballots, the commission said. About 58% of the votes 
cast so far in the Nov. 3 election were cast by people who say they are white. The state’s 
registered voters are 70% white. Many larger counties plan to open additional sites for in-
person absentee voting this week or next week. The South Carolina General Assembly 
passed a law allowing anyone to vote absentee in this November’s election because of 
COVID-19. A requirement that a witness sign an absentee ballot sent back in the mail is 
back in place after a U.S. Supreme Court ruling late Monday overturned an appeals court 
ruling saying the signature wasn’t necessary because of the dangers in the pandemic.

10/11 - South Carolina 5th District RepresentativeRalph Norman, on Friday, introduced 
the Parris Island Protection Act along with Representative Joe Wilson. The Act prohibits 
the use of federal funds to close or realign the Marine Corps recruit training base located 
at Parris Island. The bill also prohibits any planning or other activity related to such 
closure or realignment. South Carolina Senior Senator Lindsey Graham plans to 
introduce a companion bill in the Senate. The legislation is in direct response to recent 
news that the U.S. Marine Corps is considering shutting its recruit training base at Parris 
Island, SC.

12/31 - A member of the South Carolina House wants to stop the confederate battle flag 
from appearing on state-issued license plates. State Democratic Minority Leader Rep. 
Todd Rutherford is bringing a bill forward to remove the flag from the Sons of 



Confederate Veterans specialty license plates. If it passes, anyone who already has the 
specialty plate would get a new one without the banner. A portion of the plate fee goes to 
the historical organizations the Sons of Confederate Veterans, which works to preserve 
history that happened from 1861 to 1865.  

Recreation & Tourism

“Life In the Outdoors” is a weekly 3 minute feature by Nichols Store that focus’ on the 
outdoor sportsman and recreation.

12/01- The Chester County YMCA is closing the doors to its facility...for good. A letter 
to customers said the decision was not based on annual finances, operations or 
performance, but rather the state of their building. The YMCA has been serving the 
community out of the old Chester County High School building for the past 20 years. 
They noted that the building is in need of substantial repairs, which when weighted 
against the age of the building...left them in a no-win situation. That, plus the pandemic 
financial climate, led them to decision to close at the end of 2020. The letter said the 
YMCA is not exiting Chester County, but they are closing the facility. The Upper 
Palmetto YMCA has also decided to close the Gold Hill YMCA in Fort Mill, combining 
it with the Baxter Close YMCA and the Lake Wylie YMCA, combining it with services 
at the Clover School District YMCA. The Carolina Crossing YMCa is being closed as 
well.


