
Quarterly Programs and Issues 
2nd Quarter 2018 – WRHM & WVSZ

Programs:

WRHM/WVSZ provides local newscasts nine times each weekday. One-minute updates run on 
the half-hour, Mon-Fri, between 6 and 10am. In addition, longer newscasts air at 7:02 and 
8:02am and on the half-hour between 3 and 6pm. On Saturday, the longer newscasts air on the 
half-hour between 9am and 12noon.

Public Service Announcements are aired on a rotating basis, and are prerecorded. Some are 
voiced by members of the community. Public service announcements air daily.

The FM107 Community Calendars air on a daily basis, and are updated two to three times per 
week. Those calendars provide dates, time and phone numbers of events occurring in Lancaster, 
Chester, York and Chesterfield Counties. These programs air multiple times per day.

Critical Issues facing the region, covered by FM107 news during the quarter include:

04/01/18 - There are two South Carolina races in the spotlight in the June primary. The filing for 
the election ended Friday. According to the election commission there were 19 candidates in all 
who filed to run for outgoing Trey Gowdy's congressional seat. Republican Gov. Henry 
McMaster will face four GOP candidates in the June 12 primary. Three Democrats are running 
against each other. There is also an American Party candidate in the governor race who will face 
the winners of the GOP and Democratic primaries in the November general election.

04/03/18 - Crews with SCE&G are working to remove materials used for the construction of the 
now-abandoned V.C. Summer nuclear station. Inspectors with the Office of Regulatory Staff 
have been making regular checks of the site in Fairfield County. Ryder Thompson with O-R-S 
says there are only about two-dozen SCE&G employees at the site, along with security officers.
Westinghouse was supposed to build the nuclear reactors. The company is now in bankruptcy.

04/03/18 - Members of the state House voted Tuesday to form a committee that would review if 
the state should sell off the Santee Cooper power utility to pay off its $9 billion of debt after a 
nuclear project's failure. The 104-7 vote approved a plan which would let the governor fire the 
current board which runs Santee Cooper, but its members would remain until replacements are 
found. The proposal now goes to the Senate. Gov. Henry McMaster supports the bill... although 
he has already said he wants to sell off Santee Cooper.

04/04/18 - The state House approved a bill Wednesday which would expand South Carolina's 
anti-terrorism laws to include new state-level crimes for plotting and funding terror. York 
Republican Tommy Pope proposed the bill after a York County teen was arrested for planning to 
attack a school... but ultimately only spent a year in juvenile detention before his arrest last year 
while attempting to join ISIS. Since current state law did not cover the teen's case, he was only 
sentenced for a gun charge. Pope said it would expand the definition of terrorism beyond the 



current state law that requires weapons of mass destruction. The measure heads to the Senate 
after another procedural vote on Thursday.

04/05/18 - Lancaster Mayor John Howard, 67, died Tuesday night at CMC Main in Charlotte 
after "battling lung cancer."  A special election for mayor will be held July 10. Howard was 
elected mayor in February 2016 after the death of former Mayor Joe Shaw in office. Howard had 
served on the Lancaster City Council for 33 years before his election as mayor.

04/05/18 - There were thousands of advertised jobs in South Carolina during March according to 
the Conference Board’s monthly Help Wanted Online (HWOL) report. Bob Bouyea of the 
Department of Employment and Workforce says it's an indication of the state’s tight labor 
market. He says of the 60 some thousand jobs available the most are in professional services.

04/06/18 - Deputies with the Lancaster County Sheriff’s Office say they found a significant 
number of guns along with drugs and cash while serving a search warrant at a home on Fork Hill 
Road just north of Kershaw.  Pictures provided by the sheriff's office show assault-style rifles, 
semi-automatic pistols, shotguns, cocaine, marijuana, heroin, hydrocodone, and nearly $2,000 in 
cash.  ree people were arrested. 26-year-old of Leonard King Jr, 34-year-old Brandon Lee Payne, 
and 27-year-old Megan Melissa Woodward face drug trafficking and weapons charges.  yone 
with information about this or any other case should call the Lancaster County Sheriff’s Office 
or Crimestoppers.

04/09/18 - Dominion Energy is once again running commercials to promote its purchase of 
troubled utility SCANA after a nearly two-month hiatus. The second round of advertisements 
come right before a state Senate vote on a plan that would make it more difficult for Dominion to 
complete the deal. Dominion has agreed to buy SCANA and offer its electric customers average 
$1,000 refunds for the failed VC Summer nuclear expansion project. The Virginia-based 
company halted the ads in February after some state legislators complained they were misleading 
power customers by not revealing its plans to have those customers pay $3.8 billion more for the 
project. The state House has approved a resolution which would prevent Dominion from using 
customers’ power bills to cover debt until the state Public Service Commission makes a decision. 
The Senate has not yet voted.

4/10/18 - In a surprising vote, the state House killed legislation designed to expand the use of 
solar energy... despite a majority of legislators actually supporting the idea. Opponents of the bill 
which eliminated a current limit on how much solar customers can contribute to the power grid 
said part of the bill is unconstitutional. South Carolina's constitution does not allow the 
legislature to exempt any sort of property from being taxed without a two-thirds vote. Last 
week's 64-33 vote did not meet that threshold, frustrating supporters like Chapin Republican 
Nathan Ballentine. The House spent a half-hour debating whether the constitution requires a two-
thirds vote anytime... or just the final time. Greenville Republican Dan Hamilton said the law is 
clear. Orangeburg Democrat Gilda Cobb-Hunter questioned why opponents never brought up the 
constitutional issue until it was too late to make changes. The House tried to amend the bill to 
take out the unconstitutional language, but failed by one vote. Tuesday was the key deadline for 
bills to be sent to the Senate to have a realistic chance at becoming law this year.



4/11/18 - President Donald Trump on Tuesday nominated the first woman to be the full-time 
U.S. Attorney in South Carolina, picking a former prosecutor who took on the state's largest 
securities fraud case. Sherri Lydon, who now awaits Senate confirmation for the state's chief 
federal prosecutor slot, previously served as an assistant U.S. Attorney. She is currently in 
private practice. As an assistant attorney general on the state level, Lydon served as chief of the 
State Grand Jury, leading the prosecution of executives from Carolina Investors and Home Gold, 
South Carolina's largest securities fraud case. If confirmed, Lydon would take over for Beth 
Drake, a career prosecutor who oversaw the death penalty trial of Dylann Roof, sentenced to 
death last year for killing nine people at a Charleston church. Drake was appointed to be the 
state's acting U.S. Attorney after Bill Nettles left the job in the summer of 2016.

4/12/18 - Palmetto Pride hopes South Carolinians will have zero tolerance for litter. The anti-
littering group says its zero tolerance campaign has two messages: littering is a crime and all law 
enforcement officers should enforce the law.  Sarah Lyles with Palmetto Pride says enforcement 
is the most effective way to prevent littering. Lyles says the legislation makes the fines for 
littering more reasonable for those who accidentally litter compared to those who litter 
intentionally.

4/16/18 - Environmental groups say they are concerned about a small mine proposed in Chester 
County. Last week was the deadline for the public to comment on the Fishing Creek Quarry... 
which will be located about ten miles south of Rock Hill... right off Interstate 77. Michael Corley 
of the South Carolina Environmental Law Project says he is concerned it borders two large 
creeks, which is unusual for a mine. Jerry Meade of Hard Rock Aggregates says the company 
purposely chose the spot because the closest house is a half-mile away.But Brandon Jones of the 
group Catawba Riverkeeper says the area is habitat for the endangered Carolina Heelsplitter... a 
species of freshwater mussels. Meade said the site will create 25 jobs when operational... and 
offer a new option to the two granite companies which currently dominate highway projects in 
South Carolina. The state environmental agency DHEC will review the comments is it considers 
a mining license for the site.

04/16/18 - A South Carolina prisons spokesman says 7 inmates are dead and 17 others required 
outside medical attention after hours of fighting inside a maximum security prison. Prisons 
spokesman Jeff Taillon announced the grim outcome after State Law Enforcement Division 
agents helped secure Lee Correctional Institution around 3 a.m. Monday. Taillon said multiple 
inmate fights that broke out at 7:15 p.m. Sunday. Taillon said no officers were wounded. The 
maximum-security facility in Bishopville houses about 1,500 inmates, some of South Carolina's 
most violent and longest-serving offenders.

4/19/18 - The state Senate Wednesday OK'd temporarily cutting SCE&G’s electric rates by 13 
percent. A move that the House and governor do not want. Democratic Sen. Brad Hutto of 
Orangeburg filibustered the bill saying it is unconstitutional to reduce the rates and that it would 
be challenged in court that taxpayers would have to pay for. The governor has said he will veto 
any bill that does not let customers off the hook for the failed VC Summer nuclear expansion 
project.



4/23/18 - South Carolina Governor Henry McMaster has issued an Executive Order, which 
suspends procurement and human resource regulations for the Department of Corrections to 
combat the flow of illegal contraband into the prison system.  By waiving these regulations, the 
department can expedite efforts to recruit and retain correctional officers by enhancing hiring 
salaries, adjusting existing salaries, removing overtime prohibitions, as well additional reforms 
that may be needed.  The governor’s order will also allow the department to more quickly 
implement security measures along the fence lines and inside the state’s correctional facilities.

4/25/18 - Lancaster County Sheriff's Deputy James Kirk Jr., 57, of Lancaster, died at Springs 
Memorial Hospital Tuesday evening after collapsing following a training event at the sheriff's 
office firing range, Chief Deputy Maj. Matt Shaw said in a statement. It is unclear how Kirk 
died, but the statement indicated that he "passed away from what appears to be a medical 
condition," after being rushed to the hospital. Kirk began his law enforcement career at the 
Lancaster Police Department and retired after 25 years. He joined the sheriff's office in 2015. 
According to published reports, Lancaster Sheriff Barry Faile said the office is in mourning.

4/25/18 - Over two dozen South Carolina Department of Corrections employees have been 
indicted by a federal grand jury on charges of taking bribes to smuggle contraband into state 
prisons.  U.S. Attorney for South Carolina Beth Drake says they range from guards to a 
groundskeeper. She says the contraband included cell phones, alcohol and drugs. 

4/25/18 - A press release Tuesday announced that Lancaster County will be joining the I-77 
alliance, effective July 1st.  The allianceis  the public-private partnership that promotes business 
and industrial opportunities in the corridor from Charlotte to Columbia.  Rich Fletcher, President 
and CEO of the Alliance said Lancaster County is a good fit for the region. Fletcher said the 
universe of companies that call Lancaster County home add a lot of name recognition to the 
region. 

4/26/18 -  The state House has insisted power utility SCE&G must eliminate all of its nuclear-
related power rates... voting this afternoon to cut out the percentage entirely from customers' 
bills. That means a potential showdown with the Senate... which voted for 72 percent of that last 
week. House Majority Leader Gary Simrill said the House will fight for zero. Gov. Henry 
McMaster has said he will veto anything less than the full amount. Wednesday's vote sets up a 
potential impasse: The Senate last month did not have enough votes to pass the House version, 
but it also does not have enough to override a veto. St. Matthews Democrat Russell Ott said a 
confrontation is too risky. James Island Republican Peter McCoy said keeping some of the rate 
intact would essentially reward SCE&G. The Senate plan is the amount an audit found SCE&G 
could lose without risking bankruptcy. The cuts would only last until state regulators make a 
decision on the ultimate rates.

4/27/18 - Flu season isn’t over yet, but preliminary numbers show that the current flu outbreak 
has been one of the state’s worst in several years. The Post and Courier of Charleston reports that 
254 South Carolinians have died in the current flu season. That’s nearly three times as many as 
the previous season and more than five times as many as the 2015-16 flu season.  The Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention says the vaccine was only about 36 percent effective. Most 
providers say the vaccine still lessened the effects of vaccinated patients who got the flu, but a 



particular strain of flu – H3N2 – had particularly nasty symptoms that have been hard to guard 
against, even with the vaccine. The flu season began in October and runs through May.

4/27/18 - South Carolina Attorney General Alan Wilson says the state secured over $81 million 
in its share of the annual tobacco Master Settlement Agreement Payment. Wilson says the 
payments are important to the taxpayers of South Carolina because they mean the tobacco 
companies are repaying the state for some of the costs related to smoking. The state received 
81,104,834.10. The South Carolina Attorney General is tasked with enforcing the tobacco 
statutes that were enacted Since 1998, South Carolina has received a total of $1,510,243,133.55, 
in its share of tobacco payments.

5/3/18 - Members of the House sent to the governor Wednesday a proposal to make South 
Carolina’s top education official an appointed position - clearing the way for an eventual 
referendum asking voters if they want to keep electing the job. Meanwhile, senators voted to 
bring the resolution creating that referendum to the House floor. The state Constitution currently 
requires voters to choose South Carolina’s schools chief every four years. Hembree believes the 
governor should make the choice. However, it remains a long shot for lawmakers to have to 
approve the proposed constitutional amendment for voters. Only four days remain in this year's 
regular session.

5/8/18 - The College of Charleston is hosting televised debates for the Republican and Democrat 
gubernatorial candidates this month. The school and ABC affiliate WCIV Channel 4 announced 
a pair of debates before June 12 primaries. Democrats Phil Noble, James Smith and Marguerite 
Willis will debate at 7 p.m., Tuesday May 15. Republicans Kevin Bryant, Yancey McGill, 
Catherine Templeton and John Warren will debate the following evening, May 16, at 7. The 
college says Gov. McMaster has turned down the offer to take part. The debates will be carried 
live on TV on certain stations across the state.

5/8/18 - Two inmates who survived the deadly April prison riot at South Carolina's Lee 
Correctional Institution filed suit against the state Tuesday, describing a chaotic bloodbath 
carried out by marauding inmates that was made worse by a lack of guards and cell doors that 
didn't lock. Seven inmates were killed and 22 injured in the riot, the deadliest U.S. prison 
disturbance in 25 years. Lee Correctional Institution, a maximum-security prison, is in 
Bishopville, between Columbia and Florence. Both lawsuits accuse the state Department of 
Corrections of gross negligence, including failing to provide proper security and speedy medical 
treatment. The lawsuits also say the inmates suffered lasting psychological and physical injuries. 
They seek unspecified damages. The state's prison system declined to comment Tuesday on the 
lawsuits.

5/10/18 - With one of the lowest income levels and little chance to grow, South Carolina was 
ranked one of the worst states for law enforcement officers in a new WalletHub study. The study, 
which measures "police-friendliness" in 50 states and the District of Columbia, considered 
factors such as officer income, police deaths and department budgets. South Carolina ranked 44, 
with states like West Virginia, New Mexico and Louisiana ranking behind it. According to the 
study, law enforcement officers in the Palmetto state made the lowest median income, and the 
state ranked 46th for income growth.



5/18/18 - State House and Senate budget writers appear to be going close to the deadline on next 
year's budget. The budget chairmen in both chambers said Wednesday they have reached a 
stalemate and will have to try again after next month's primary elections. That gives them a short 
window since this fiscal year budget formally ends on June 30th. The conference committee 
trying to reach a compromise originally planned for that to happen before next week's planned 
special session. Now they'll shoot for another session on June 27. Some of the issues are how big 
a pay raise teachers should get and which projects to spend extra construction money on.

5/18/18 - Lancaster County Sheriff Barry Faile was selected this week as the 2018 sheriff of the 
year by the South Carolina Sheriff's Association. The association is comprised of sheriff's from 
the state's 46 counties. Faile has been sheriff in Lancaster County since 2009. He has been a 
deputy in Lancaster County since 1989. Faile is the third area sheriff to be selected as sheriff of 
the year in South Carolina. Chester County Sheriff Alex Underwood won the honor in 2015. 
Former York County Sheriff Bruce Bryant, now retired and a state legislator, won the award in 
2008. Faile will be presented the award in July.

5/21/18 - A woman who was shot in a May 10 Lancaster County incident in which a man was 
killed while her child was in the back seat of a car has  now been charged herself. Jody Linn 
Holt, 30, of Kershaw is charged with possession of marijuana with intent to distribute and 
unlawful neglect of a child. Holt is the mother of the 4-year-old boy who was in the car during a 
drug deal gone bad that resulted in a shoot-out. Holt was shot in both legs and the torso then later 
released from a hospital, then arrested after further investigation, according to  Maj. Matt Shaw 
of the Lancaster County Sheriff's Office. A family member took custody of the child after Holt 
was arrested, Shaw said. Vincent Lambert Jr., 30, died at the scene. Three Lancaster County 
teens are charged with murder and attempted murder in that case.

5/22/18 - The man who killed a York County deputy and shot three other officers pleaded guilty 
Tuesday morning.  Christian McCall ambushed the four officers back in January when they 
responded to a domestic violence call. McCall will now spend the rest of his life in prison with 
no chance for parole or appeal.  Sargeant Buddy Brown was one of the deputies shot back in 
January and yesterday spoke about his encounter with Mike Doty's parents at Doty's funeral.
McCall was hiding under a deck behind a house, which is where he opened fire upon the 
deputies.  McCall had 6 clips of 30 rounds each.  His actions were not prompted by mental 
illness, but by alcohol and fear.  Solicitor Kevin Brackett wanted to put McCall to death, but the 
decision to offer a plea deal and keep him alive came from Doty's family.

5/27/18 - A Lancaster man was sentenced to 40 years in prison last week, after a jury found him 
guilty of sex crimes against a child. David Matthew Carter committed the crimes against a single 
victim from 2011 to 2016 when he was arrested, prosecutors said. The four-day trial ended 
Thursday when Carter was convicted of all three charges against him. Carter was convicted of 
the offenses against a single female victim between 2011 and 2016, records show. Carter was 
arrested by Lancaster County Sheriff's Office deputies in 2016.

5/31/18 - Chesterfield County Sheriff Jay Brooks Thursday described how his deputies found the 
body of an 11-month-old girl after an amber alert was issued for her. The baby’s mother 19-year-



old Breanna Lewis originally told officials that her 11-month-old daughter, Harlee was taken 
from her arms and kidnapped by an unknown man who also assaulted her. Lewis is in custody 
and charged with giving false information, and improper removal of human remains, and 
destroying DNA evidence.

6/1/18 - A small percentage of Boeing employees at the company's North Charleston plant have 
decided to unionize. Roughly 60 percent of the plant's 169 flight readiness technicians voted to 
join the International Association of Machinists. While it's only a small toehold for the union... it 
comes just a year after the plant's entire production line overwhelmingly opposed its 
representation.Boeing complained all of its employees should have voted... arguing the change 
means employees will be treated different ways. But a National Labor Relations Board regional 
director rejected Boeing's arguments and ruled the technicians were already treated separately 
from other employees. Employees had complained about layoffs and mandatory overtime.

6/1/18 - South Carolina fifth-district Congressman Ralph Norman expects the House to begin 
debating immigration issues this month. Norman is a co-sponsor of the Securing America's 
Future Act, which revises annual immigration levels and eliminates the diversity visa program. 
Norman said he's pleased with what's happening in Washington. The Securing America's Future 
Act also addresses the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals - or DACA -- program.

6/4/18 - Movement Mortgage said Thursday it is laying off 100 employees nationwide, including 
18 in the Charlotte area, as the lender founded by a former Carolina Panthers player braces for an 
industry slowdown. Movement, based in Indian Land attributed the cuts in operations positions 
to slower than expected loan growth. Affected jobs in the region are all at the company's 
headquarters. The company, which said it continues to employ more than 4,000 nationwide, cited 
challenges facing mortgage lenders nationwide, including rising interest rates, increased 
competition and tight supplies of available for-sale homes.

6/5/18 - After attorneys for the State of South Carolina asked a federal judge to allow 
construction to continue on the MOX facility at the Savannah River Site, a watchdog group says 
the judge has a difficult decision. Savannah River Site Watch Director Tom Clements says the 
Department of Energy's plan to stop construction is a cautionary tale.The Department of Energy 
wants to stop work on the project effective Monday. The judge did not rule on argument 
presented in court Wednesday.

6/6/18 - U.S. Senator Lindsay Graham, today, applauded the signing into law of the VA 
MISSION Act.  Graham attended the White House ceremony where Trump signed the bill into 
law. Trump applauded Graham for his efforts in passing the bill. The act overhauls the VA health 
care system, providing veterans across the country with easier access to more choices for quality 
health care.  

6/7/18 - A leading Democratic congressional candidate says he will stay in the race despite calls 
from his own party leaders to quit over a domestic violence incident 45 years ago he tried to keep 
secret. In a video posted to his Facebook page today, Archie Parnell admitted hitting his ex-wife 
back in a 1973 incident apologized for not disclosing the details before. Parnell said he has 
changed since... and voters should decide his fate. Parnell said he sought help after the 1973 



incident and his second wife helped him overcome rage issues. Parnell is challenging 
Congressman Ralph Norman in the Fifth District. Prior to the incident going public last month... 
he had been considered one of the Democrats' best chances to pick up a seat in South Carolina.
6/7/18 - The Upper Palmetto YMCA announced today that they have entered into an agreement 
with CrossRidge Center to build a world class YMCA facility in Indian Land.  CEO of the Upper 
Palmetto YMCA Moe Bell said this is a 25 million dollar project being funded by the United 
States Department of Agriculture.  He said it is a fixed rate long term financed program. The 
USDA will buy the land and do the building, but will not pay for the waterpark so Bell said the 
YMCA will have to go out into the community to raise 3 million dollars.  

6/11/18 - South Carolina Attorney General Alan Wilson says he's pleased a federal judge issued 
a preliminary injunction ordering work to continue on the MOX facility at the Savannah River 
Site. Wilson said the federal government has broken promises to the state of South Carolina and 
the 13-hundred employees building the plutonium-processing facility. If the judge hadn't ruled in 
the state's favor, the Department of Energy would have stopped construction on the MOX project 
effective Monday.

6/11/18 - You may soon find products from a local business in Lancaster on the shelves of 
Walmart.  A chance to reach millions of Walmart customers awaits four South Carolina 
businesses this week when they head to Bentonville, Ark., to meet one-on-one with buyers for a 
chance to get their products on store shelves.  Austin Chen, president and CFO of Lancaster, SC-
based 3i Products, Inc,  will be pitching his company’s indoor and outdoor decorative pillows 
and described this as an exciting opportunity..   The South Carolina entrepreneurs will join more 
than 450 on June 13 at this year’s fifth annual Open Call event, pitching their locally made 
products to Walmart buyers.  

6/13/18 - James Smith received 60 percent of the vote in York County on the way to his 
Democratic primary victory.  In the York County Republican Primary Governor Henry 
McMaster brought in 52 percent of the vote while Catherine Templeton had 26 percent however 
statewide, Governor McMaster had 45% of the vote setting up a run-off in two weeks with 
businessman John Warren who statewide had 25% just ahead of Catherine Templeton who 
placed third with a statewide total of 22%.  The County was 64 percent in favor of Mark 
hammond for Secretary of State and 58 percent of Archie Parnell in the 5th District 
Congressional Democratic Primary.  For Attorney General Alan Wilson received 41 percent of 
the votes in York County while Todd Atwater brought in 38 percent. 

6/13/18 - Court officials confirmed a woman is charged with murder after her 11-month-old 
daughter was found dead inside a box in Chesterfield County last month.  Breanna Lewis is now 
charged with murder and homicide by child abuse.  Her daughter, Harlee Lane Lewis, was found 
dead two weeks ago, wrapped in a plastic bag inside a diaper box near her home.  

6/15/18 - The latest unemployment figures are out and the state's unemployment rate is the 
lowest in 18 years. The state unemployment rate fell to four percent in May--down from four-
point-two percent in April. It's the state's lowest seasonally-adjusted rate since December of 
2000. In one year, the South Carolina labor force grew by more than 92-hundred people. 



Nationally the unemployment rate fell from 3-point-9 percent in April to 3-point-8 percent in 
May. Since May 2017, the state added 38-thousand 400 seasonally-adjusted, non-farm jobs. 

6/15/18 - South Carolina Democrats gave medical marijuana a landslide victory Tuesday, with 
82 percent declaring in an advisory vote that doctors should be allowed to prescribe the drug. 
The nonbinding ballot initiative is the latest boost for legalized medical marijuana, which has 
been embraced by key committees in both the S.C. House and Senate. Also on Tuesday, a key 
U.S. Senate subcommittee moved to include protections for state marijuana laws in a funding bill 
for the Justice Department. In South Carolina's three largest counties, the measure passed 
overwhelmingly.

6/18/18 - South Carolina’s solar industry is expected to be OK in 2018 after a legislative debate 
over its future went nowhere. The Post and Courier reports that the trade group Solar Energy 
Industries Association estimates that South Carolina will pick up about 366 megawatts of new 
solar power this year, a 9 percent decrease from a record in 2017. The group says without a 
policy change, the size of new installations could be cut in half within five years.

6/19/18 - U.S. Senator Lindsey Graham (R-South Carolina) today questioned the Inspector 
General (IG) of the Department of Justice (DOJ) Michael Horowitz and the Director of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Christopher Wray on the IG’s findings regarding conduct 
within DOJ and FBI leading up to the 2016 presidential election. Specifically, Graham focused 
on released text messages between two FBI agents, Peter Strzok, the effective head of the 
Clinton email investigation, and Lisa Page. Graham said the  pair exhibited extreme bias against 
then-candidate Donald J. Trump in communications on official FBI devices. Graham argued this 
bias led to the decision to not hold Hillary Clinton criminally liable, as a way to keep her in the 
running for president. Clinton was the preferred candidate of Strzok and Page, and other FBI 
agents.

6/20/18 - Governor Henry McMaster releases the South Carolina Opioid Emergency Response 
Plan. According to a release from the governor’ office the plan details strategy and guidance 
developed to support state and local efforts to combat the opioid epidemic. The state Opioid 
Emergency Response Plan was developed as part of the ongoing collaboration of more than two 
dozen organizations that comprise the recently formed S.C. Opioid Emergency Response Team. 
The State Law Enforcement Division and the S.C. Department of Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse 
Services serve as the lead agencies of the team.

6/25/18 - A Supreme Court ruling last week could make it easier for South Carolina to collect 
sales tax money due from online sales. The court ruled in a 5-4 decision that states have the 
ability to collect sales taxes in online sales from its residents... even from those businesses which 
do not have a physical location inside the state's borders. Charleston Democrat Marlon Kimpson 
has spent the past two years pushing for such a law. Kimpson said the change could bring in 
more revenue... and help reduce an unfair disadvantage for brick-and-mortar stores. The 
Department of Revenue says it's still studying the impact on a practical level. State law already 
taxes the sale but requires the customer self-report it... a requirement rarely enforced.



6/27/18 - Gov. Henry McMaster survived a runoff vote on Tuesday, clinching his party’s 
nomination despite a surprisingly strong challenge from political newcomer John Warren. 
McMaster beat Warren by single-digits after topping him by 14 percentage points two weeks 
ago. In his victory speech, the governor credited his relationship with President Trump. 
McMaster touted his relationship with President Trump... comparing it to former Gov. Carroll 
Campbell and Ronald Reagan. McMaster won despite underperforming in the Republican-heavy 
Upstate. However, he won every county outside the I-85 Corridor but Charleston. Incumbent 
Republican Attorney General Alan Wilson easily cruised to victory in the runoff with State. Rep. 
Todd Atwater. Wilson says he will take his campaign to all. During the campaign Atwater hit 
Wilson for his ties to disgraced political consultant Richard Quinn. Wilson will face Democrat 
Constance Anastopoulo in November.

6/27/18 - York County COuncil voted 5 to 2 last night to pass the second reading of a proposed 
impact fee on new residencies within the Fort Mill School District.  The 4 and a half hour 
hearing was held at the McKelvey Center in York.. Patrick White with the Fort Mill School 
District spoke in favor of raising the impact fees and said those opposed zare connected to the 
dark money that has been funneled into the District over the past few months. Councilman 
Michael Johnson said they heard from the public tonight. The fee, according to county auditors, 
would be $18,100 for every new home built. Fort Mill has had a $2,500 impact fee in place for 
several years.  Bump Roddey and Chairman Britt Blackwell were the 2 votes against. They were 
not opposed to impact fees, but did not want to raise it to over 18 thousand.  

6/28/18 - The state Senate gives its approval to a nearly $8 billion state budget Thursday. Senate 
Finance Chairman Hugh Leatherman of Florence says it was a very hard process this year. The 
budget provides $15 million for other safety measures in schools, which can be used for one-time 
purchases on items such as metal detectors, surveillance cameras and door locks.

6/28/18 - The Senate votes pass the SCE&G electric rate cut proposal. Democratic Sen. Brad 
Hutto of Orangeburg says now is not the time to do it. It would temporally cut SCE&G’s electric 
rate by 15 percent until the state Public Service Commission’s ruling on whether SCE&G’s 
shareholders, its customers or both must pay for the billions of dollars in construction debt after 
the failed VC Summer nuclear expansion project.

6/29/18 - Gov. Henry McMaster kept his word and vetoed a bill which would temporarily 
eliminate most of the nuclear-related power rates for SCE&G customers... saying it was not 
enough. The House and Senate promptly overrode him less than an hour later. St. Matthews 
Democrat Russell Ott... who co-chaired the House investigative committee... criticized the 
governor. McMaster thought the entire nuclear surcharge should be removed, but legislators felt 
they only had the authority to offset rate hikes after problems began on the V.C. Summer nuclear 
project eight years ago. Ott said the governor took a risky gamble. McMaster's opponent in the 
fall Columbia Democrat James Smith did not vote on the veto after previously voting against the 
bill for similar reasons as McMaster.

6/29/18 - The details of how a plan that to slash SCE&G’s electric rates by 15 percent will be 
implemented are not clear. State lawmakers voted last week to cut the rates, which could save the 
average customer $27 a month. The Post and Courier reports that it may not happen at all if 



SCE&G sue lawmakers for getting involved with how much it charges for electric because it is 
up to the state Public Service Commission to regulate power bills.  The cut may not happen as 
courts decide whether lawmakers have the right to set what they called an experimental rate.


