
Quarterly Programs and Issues 
1st Quarter 2017 – WRHM & WVSZ

Programs:

WRHM/WVSZ provides local newscasts nine times each weekday. One-minute updates run on 
the half-hour, Mon-Fri,  between 6 and 10am. In addition, longer newscasts air at 7:02 and 
8:02am and on the half-hour between 3 and 6pm. On Saturday, the longer newscasts air on the 
half-hour between 9am and 12noon.

Public Service Announcements are aired on a rotating basis, and are prerecorded. Some are 
voiced by members of the community. Public service announcements air daily.

The FM107 Community Calendars air on a daily basis, and are updated two to three times per 
week. Those calendars provide dates, time and phone numbers of events occurring in Lancaster, 
Chester, York and Chesterfield Counties. These programs air multiple times per day.

Critical Issues facing the region, covered by FM107 news during the quarter include:

Seven new laws passed by S.C. legislators last spring go into effect with the start of the new year. S.C. 
lawmakers passed a law meant to protect poor families who lack written property deeds from real estate 
speculators looking to buy up their land on the cheap. Named for the state senator slain in Charleston’s 
June 2015 Emanuel A.M.E. Church shooting, the Clementa C. Pinckney Uniform Partition of Heirs’ 
Property Act creates safeguards to ensure family members are not forced to sell heirs’ property, especially 
at prices below market value. The ethics reform bill passed late last session, along with another new law 
that empowers a revamped eight-member Ethics Commission to investigate allegations against legislators, 
who previously investigated themselves. Elected officials must list the source and type of any private 
income that they receive when they file statements of economic interest. Those statements also must 
include the income of their spouses and family members. After twenty years the North Carolina South 
Carolina border has been clarified and ratified. The border adjustment, approved by both states, moved 16 
people who thought they lived in South Carolina into North Carolina.

A federal judge has shut out the public from a second hearing on the competency of a man charged with 
killing nine black people during Bible study at a South Carolina church.  U.S. District Judge Richard 
Gergel ruled Monday that Dylann Roof's right to a fair trial could be hampered if jurors mulling his 
sentence learned the contents of the hearing.  Gergel said he would have had to sequester the jury if he 
opened up the hearing. The judge said he didn't think jurors would intentionally seek out information 
about the result but might come by it inadvertently, a risk he couldn't take. Gergel said he'd release a 
transcript of the hearing after a verdict is reached in the case.

District Judge Richard Gergel issued the ruling after a hearing that lasted much of Monday and was 
closed to the public. The sentencing phase of Roof's trial was originally slated to start today, but Judge 
Gergel pushed it back to Wednesday due to Monday's events. The judge also set a few rules for Roof... 
including that he cannot approach any witnesses or the jury while making his arguments. He also must sit 
in the seat furthest from them. That jury is the same one that convicted Roof on all 33 federal counts last 
month for killing nine black parishioners during a Bible study. They will determine if the 22-year-old 
should be sentenced to death or given life in prison.



While the South Carolina agency that oversees student testing hasn't officially recommended grading 
schools A through F on public report cards, the very suggestion has prompted a backlash from educators. 
District superintendents, state Department of Education officials and teachers' representatives were 
among opponents speaking against the idea at a Dec. 12 subcommittee meeting. The letter grades are 
under discussion as the state's Education Oversight Committee attempts to craft a new, single education 
accountability system that's simple to understand and more informative.

Superintendent Gene Moore is retiring from the Lancaster County School District after 11 years.  Moore, 
who has been the district’s superintendent since July 2006, announced his plans to retire effective July 31, 
2017 in a letter to school board members Tuesday.  As superintendent, Moore helped computerize board 
meeting minutes, increase the number of students taking Honors and Advanced Placement courses, 
improve graduation rates and achieve AdvancED certification for the district, according to the statement.  
Moore has seen the district through a period of growth, according to the statement. He helped open 
Harrisburg Elementary to address growth in Indian Land and helped pass a $199 million bond referendum 
that will fund improvements to the district’s schools, including construction of a new Indian Land High 
School and a third elementary school in the panhandle area.

A hearing in the civil lawsuit against accused serial killer Todd Kohlhepp, by the Anderson women he 
allegedly held chained inside a metal storage container for two months, is scheduled for Thursday 
morning in Spartanburg. Among motions to be presented is a request for the appointment of a receiver to 
identify and control Kohlhepp’s assets. The former real-estate agent and registered sex offender has been 
charged with seven counts of murder and two kidnappings, according to warrants.

New wheels on new buses will go around the state state schools this year. The Department of Education 
released a statement today (Friday) saying that they received 11 bus rebates worth $1.1 million dollars 
from the Environmental Protection Agency to purchase 57 new school buses.

The jury in the trial of Charleston Church shooter Dylann roof have unanimously come to the verdict to 
sentence Roof to the death penalty for what the jury deemed as hate crimes.   Roof said during trial today 
that he didn't have to do what he did but he meant when he said he felt like he had to do it.  After being 
sentenced to death Roof requested new lawyers to help him file a motion for a mistrial.  Judge Richard 
Gergel said he would consider the motion but Roof would have to articulate reasons as to why that would 
be necessary.  His sentencing hearing will be tomorrow at 930 am.

In a State of the State speech that sounded more like a farewell address, Governor Nikki Haley said South 
Carolina's national reputation has gone from "late night joke" to an economic power that comes together 
in time of crisis or natural disaster the past six years. Haley's speech will be perhaps one of her final 
public appearances before her expected confirmation as the next United Nations ambassador.

The Department of Homeland Security granted South Carolina another a 4 1/2 month extension for 
making changes to the state driver’s license required by the federal REAL ID Act of 2005. So, for the 
time being, a South Carolina drivers license will be accepted for gaining access to a military facility like 
Fort Jackson or Shaw Air Force Base and other federal facilities. The restrictions are set to expand to 
include getting on an airplane in January 2018 if the state still has not made the required changes. The 
reprieve was announced Thursday night by state Sen. Larry Grooms, chairman of the Senate 
Transportation Committee.

Authorities arrested a 26-year-old Lancaster man in connection with two armed robberies within minutes 
of each other, according to the Lancaster County Sheriff’s Office. James Antwon White was arrested 
Wednesday and charged with two counts each of armed robbery and possession of a firearm during the 
commission of a violent crime, according to a police report. The report says investigators have been 



working to identify the robber since last week. Deputies say the robber was arrested at an apartment on 
Wylie Circle, which he moved into on Wednesday afternoon. Deputies obtained a search warrant for the 
apartment and seized items believed to be connected to the robberies. The investigation of the two 
robberies will continue. Investigators are examining whether these robberies are connected to other recent 
robberies, according to the report.

Confirmation hearings for Congressman Mick Mulvaney to be the next head of the Office of Management 
and Budget may be getting underway this week in Washington. The 49 year old South Carolina 
Congressman would oversee federal regulations and a budget quickly approaching 4 trillion dollars. 
Trump called Mulvaney a very high energy leader who would make smart choices about America's 
budget.  

The former director of the Lancaster County Animal Shelter was charged Friday with breach of trust, 
according to an arrest warrant that alleges she admitted to using shelter funds to purchase meals and pay 
personal bills. Shandrieka Michelle Everall, 38, was charged this week following an investigation by the 
South Carolina Law Enforcement Division (SLED), according to the warrant. The warrant details that 
Everall admitted to using shelter money for personal gain, including buying meals, paying personal bills 
and gifting money to a shelter volunteer to pay a personal bill. The warrant states Everall did not possess 
permission to use animal shelter funds for her own use. The warrant charge includes breach of trust, 
obtaining property under false tokens, and value $2,000 or less. If convicted, Everall could be forced to 
pay a fine up to $1,000, spend up to 30 days in prison, or both.

Lancaster sheriff’s deputies responded to the scene of a home invasion Wednesday morning on Greebrier 
Road.  A woman who was home at the time ran to a neighbor’s house to call 911, deputies said.  Deputies 
and a K-9 unit are searching for the intruder in the area.    Officials have not said whether the assailant is 
armed.

47-year-old Leslie Saldana of Lancaster  has died after her car struck a tree off S.C. Hwy 903 east of 
Lancaster, said S.C. Highway Patrol Lance Cpl. Tony Keller.  The crash happened at 4:15 p.m. 
Wednesday, Keller said.  Saldana was not wearing a seat belt and was trapped in the car, Keller said. She 
had to be mechanically extracted. She was transported to Springs Memorial Hospital in Lancaster, where 
she died of her injuries.

Chad Connelly Director National Director of Faith and Engagement for the Republican National 
Committee has made an unofficial decision on whether he will make a run at COngressman Mick 
Mulvaney's seat when Mulvaney is officially installed as the Director of the Office of Management and 
Budget .

Lancaster County’s Haile gold mine announced Friday that it had successfully completed its “inaugural 
gold pour.”  The gold mine,  run by OceanaGold Corporation, said the pour marks the first gold 
production from the Haile site in 25 years.  OceanaGold says it expects to produce 150,000 to 170,000 
ounces of gold at Haile in 2017.

The retrial for the former South Carolina police officer charged with killing a man following a traffic stop 
is now scheduled for August.  A judge Tuesday agreed to move the date for Michael Slager's court 
proceedings to August 28, 2017. His defense team had asked for a postponement, saying they couldn't get 
all their witnesses scheduled for the original March date.   Last December, a jury failed to reach a 
unanimous verdict for or against Slager in the death of 50-year-old Walter Scott. The jury spent nearly 20 
hours over four days deliberating, in what the judge in the case called the longest deliberation he'd seen in 
his career, before announcing they were hopelessly deadlocked.  The trial lasted over a month



Senate President Pro Tempore Hugh Leatherman resigned Tuesday in order to avoid becoming the state’s 
lieutenant governor.  The state’s most powerful politician, Leatherman — who chairs the Senate’s 
powerful budget-writing Finance Committee — said in November he was not interested in becoming 
lieutenant governor, an essentially powerless position.  The question of who would be South Carolina’s 
lieutenant governor became urgent Tuesday when Gov. Nikki Haley was confirmed by the U.S. Senate as 
U.S. ambassador to the United Nations.  Haley then resigned, elevating Lt. Gov. Henry McMaster, R-
Richland, to the post of governor. That move vacated the lieutenant governor’s post.  Last week, however, 
the S.C. Supreme Court ruled the Senate president pro tempore would replace McMaster as lieutenant 
governor.  Senators are expected Wednesday to elect state Sen. Kevin Bryant, R-Anderson, to ascend to 
the lieutenant governor’s office.

It's the beginning of the road for a new internet application from the South Carolina Department of 
Transportation. The new website called Project Viewer lets visitors see real time how long it will take to 
complete road projects and when certain roads will be closed. 

Todd Anderson with the DOT says drivers can use this website to track the progress of projects near their 
house. The new website isn't expensive for the state to operate because SCDOT already had most of the 
data. The Project Viewer is found on the homepage of the SCDOT website.

South Carolina roads have deteriorated so badly that it will take a decade just to climb out of the 
maintenance hole created over the past five years, the head of the state's transportation department told a 
Senate committee Wednesday. Director Christy Hall thanked legislators for laws passed in 2013 and last 
year that allow for roughly $5 billion worth of highway construction over the next decade or so, largely 
through borrowing. She called the laws good first steps. But roughly $28 billion is still needed over the 
next 25 years to bring the state's existing highway system — the nation's fourth-largest — up to good 
condition. More than half of roadways have fallen into poor condition and will require complete 
reconstruction, causing repair costs to skyrocket, she said. Legislators again say fixing South Carolina's 
roadways is their top priority for the session.

State representative Tommy Pope has announced that he will make a run at the 5th District congressional 
seat formerly held by Mick Mulvaney.  The seat became open after Mulvaney was elected to President 
Donald Trumps staff as the Director of the Office of Budget and Management.  Pope says he has received 
an outpouring of support in the past weeks and him and his wife prayerfully considered this decision 
before making an announcement.  Pope joins Rock Hill legislator Ralph Norman, Indian Land attorney 
Kris Wampler National Director of Faith and Engagement Chad Connelly and anti-Common Core activist 
Sheri Few as those who have announced intentions to run.

Eric Napper a 24 year old from Kershaw has been arrested and charged with armed robbery and possessio 
of a firearm during a violent crime.  Napper entered the Flat Creek Quick Stop on Gold Mine Highway 
masked and with a gun...demanded and took money from the register and left.  No shots were fired and no 
one was injured.  Napper walked into the convenience store during the investigation on Friday, His bond 
was denied and remains at the Lancaster County Detention Center.

A proposal that could eventually raise South Carolina's gas tax by 10 cents per-gallon and increase 
various other fees cleared a House subcommittee Tuesday. The measure tries to raise the funds to pay for 
$600 million in new roadwork each year by slowly raising the gas tax by 2 cents per year until it's 26 
cents per-gallon.  Rock Hill Republican Gary Simrill told the South Carolina Radio Network that the new 
revenue will go into a special trust fund that can only go towards road maintenance or upgrades.

36 year old Randy Adams of Lancaster who was arrested after investigators were tipped off to illegal 
drugs being sold out of the room of an inn on North Main Street yesterday.  Investigators knocked on the 



door and ended up seizing 1.82 grams of heroin, packaged in six units, and five Xanax pills.  Adams was 
arrested and charged with one count of a controlled substance and possession with the intent to distribute 
heroin.  Anyone with additional information is asked to call the Lancaster Police Department.

A bill that would allow out-of-state concealed weapons permit holders to carry in South Carolina 
continues to advance in the legislature despite the concerns of several lawmakers about the permitting 
process in other states.  On a 18-6 vote, a House panel sent the bill to the floor with minor changes. It 
would require the state to recognize the concealed weapons permit of all 50 states – including those that 
don’t recognize South Carolina’s.  The panel also attached an amendment by House Minority Leader 
Todd Rutherford, D-Richland, that requires out-of-state permit holders be 21 years old; some states issue 
permits to 18 year olds. South Carolina law bars state residents under 21 from obtaining a concealed 
weapons permit.

South Carolina Congressman Mick Mulvaney is scheduled for a full Senate confirmation vote this 
morning (Thursday) for the Director of the Office of Management and Budget. Most Democrats oppose 
him, but only two took to the Senate Floor Wednesday to speak against his nomination. Then two more 
this morning including Democratic Virginia Senator and former Vice Presidential candidate Tim Kaine. 
The quorum was then called and the vote was then taken. 
Mick Mulvaney is now officially the Director of the Office of Management and Budget. Arizona Senator 
John McCain was the lone dissenting Republican vote.

Workers at Boeing’s North Charleston plant decided by a three-to-one margin Wednesday they will not 
unionize. The International Association of Machinists and Aerospace Workers (IAM) had petitioned last 
month for more than 2,800 workers at the site to decide whether the union should represent them in 
collective bargaining. It was the union's second attempt to organize the workers, following an 
unsuccessful 2015 effort. Boeing officials praised the result... saying they would remain committed to a 
strong relationship with employees.

One of South Carolina's seats in Congress is now open after Mick Mulvaney stepped down Thursday to 
take a new position as White House budget director. Six Republicans have announced they plan to run for 
the seat, including Rock Hill legislator Ralph Norman... who resigned his own seat in the state House just 
minutes after Mulvaney's confirmation. Norman could have kept his seat while campaigning... but said he 
wanted voters to replace him at the same time... in order to save money and avoid another special election 
if he's elected to Congress.

A Lancaster County deputy coroner was charged Thursday with intent to sell ecstasy and other drug 
charges after a 3:30 a.m. disturbance call from a Columbia convenience store. Adis Glen Crawford III, 
42, was charged with possession of ecstasy with intent to distribute, possession of hash oil with intent to 
distribute, simple possession of marijuana and resisting arrest, according to a report from the Columbia 
Police Department. Lancaster County Deputy Coroner Glen Crawford Photo submitted by Columbia 
Police Department Crawford has resigned from his position, according to the Lancaster County Coroner’s 
Office. A statement sent Friday afternoon said Crawford was on vacation at the time of his arrest.

A York County lawmaker has filed a bill to ban the Confederate flag in any South Carolina public 
building, including the county's courthouse.  Currently, a state law called the Heritage Act protects the 
flag from being removed without legislative approval.  lawmaker John King filed the bill to ban the flag 
after an ongoing controversy about it in the York County Courthouse.  In 2015, South Carolina 
lawmakers removed the Confederate battle flag from the statehouse grounds. That move came after 
pictures surfaced showing the Charleston church shooter, Dylann Roof, posing with the flag.



After 40 years in lancaster the Duracell plant has a scheduled time frame for when it will shut down.  
Jamie Gilbert...Executive Director of Lancaster Economic Development...gave insight into that plan 
saying the problem lies within the location of the facility. The company employs over 400 people who 
Gilbert says they are assisting in finding other jobs....and if they had the land to expand the location the 
situation would be much different.  

More than 260 students at a Kershaw high school decided to stay home Wednesday after a school 
shooting threat was found in a campus bathroom.  The threat, which mentioned a school shooting on Feb. 
22, was found in a bathroom at Andrew Jackson High School.  The school sent out a message to all 
parents, and nearly half of the 640 students did not show up for class on Wednesday.  The school 
normally has one school resource officer, but on Wednesday at least half a dozen Lancaster County 
deputies were on campus for added security.  A spokesperson for the Lancaster County Sheriff’s Office 
said that deputies are investigating the threat, and have also boosted patrols at Lancaster, Indian Land and 
Buford high schools.

A state House panel has advanced legislation that would allow the use of medical marijuana in South 
Carolina. A medical panel voted 3-0 on Tuesday.. with one legislator abstaining... to send it to the full 
House committee after listening to dozens of patients testify they believe cannabis can ease their chronic 
pain or PTSD. James Prevoux said he was able to use the drug for intestinal issues while living in 
Colorado, before moving back to South Carolina to care for his ailing mother. But law enforcement 
officials had concerns about legalizing drugs without FDA approval. State Law Enforcement Division 
Chief Mark Keel said the bill does not take steps to prevent a black market. Kingstree Democrat Cezar 
McKnight accused law enforcement of wanting to keep marijuana illegal so they could keep using seized 
drug money to pay for new equipment. The bill still faces long odds of becoming law. If it does, doctors 
could not prescribe marijuana... but they could recommend patients go to dispensaries for the drug.

A Lancaster woman has been sentenced to 10 months in federal prison Thursday for a gun purchase scam 
in which she claimed a gun she had was stolen but it was really bought for someone else. Lillie Mae 
Govea, 26, pleaded guilty to the crime, said William Witherspoon, Assistant U.S. Attorney for South 
Carolina. In 2014, Govea told police in Lancaster that someone stole her pistol out of her trunk, but the 
scheme unraveled when her boyfriend told police the couple had bought the gun for someone else. The 
gun later ended up in the hands of a convicted felon and was seized after other police action, prosecutors 
said.

Lancaster police are calling it a “senseless act of violence,” a teenage woman was shot Saturday by a man 
who was captured Sunday. The woman, 18, has not been identified by police. She was shot as she was in 
a car traveling into the Carolina Court apartment complex around 5:30 p.m. Saturday when she was shot 
in the shoulder, said Capt. Scott Grant, interim chief of the Lancaster Police Department. The woman’s 
injuries are not expected to be life threatening, Grant said. The suspect, Zion Twitty, 18, of Lancaster, 
was arrested Sunday on Hampton Road in Lancaster after a tip from the community, Grant said. He was 
arrested on warrants charging him with attempted murder and possession of a firearam during a violent 
crime, police said.

In new court papers filed Monday, prosecutors said Joey Meek needs a harsher punishment than what’s in 
federal guidelines. They say the tougher sentence should be an example for the horrible nature of Roof’s 
actions and Meek not acting after Roof told him privately of his plans. Meek pleaded guilty last year to 
misprision of a felony and lying to federal agents... but prosecutors wanted to wait until after Roof's trial 
before proceeding further. The maximum sentence he faces is eight years... but normal procedure is that 
he would get a lesser punishment for pleading guilty on his own. Meek had previously said he didn't take 
Roof seriously.



The South Carolina House passed the South Carolina Infrastructure and Economic Development Reform 
Act earlier today with a 97-18 vote.  The bill, which will raise over $600 million dollars in new road 
funds, will do so largely by increasing the gas tax by 10 cents over a 5 year period.  House Speaker Jay 
Lucas said  as the bill makes its way to the Senate, he hopes that the reform and funding 
components...included in the legislation...will be seriously considered and a long-term, sustainable 
solution will be quickly agreed upon.

A community in Lancaster County is stunned after the owner of a store was shot and killed Thursday 
night while coming home from work.  Lancaster County Coroner, Tony Broome, said the man was 43-
year-old Harnish Patel. He was found deceased in his yard on Craig Manor Road.  Patel was the owner of 
the Speedee Mart on Pageland Highway.   Police said that he closed his store and left in his Toyota 
minivan at 11:24 p.m. Thursday and Investigators believe he drove from the store directly home, where 
he was confronted by his killer when he got out of the vehicle.  Authorities have not made any arrests but 
are urging people to come forward.

The S.C. House Wednesday passed, 100-3, a measure that would bring the state’s driver’s licenses in line 
with federal security standards.  Called Real ID, the new licenses are required for S.C. citizens to be able 
to use their driver’s licenses to enter military installations, federal buildings or even board an airliner.  
Without a federally approved ID, visitors would have to show a another form of federally accepted 
identification, primarily a passport, to gain entry.

Sindarius Thornwell scored 26 points and South Carolina earned its first trip to the Final Four with a 77-
70 victory over Florida on Sunday.  The seventh-seeded Gamecocks (26-10) used their trademark 
swarming defense and some solid free throw shooting to beat their fellow Southeastern Conference 
Gators (27-9) in the East Regional final at Madison Square Garden.  South Carolina will face Gonzaga, 
the No. 1 seed from the West Regional, in the Final Four on Saturday at Glendale, Arizona Saturday at 
6:09 PM and you can hear that game on interstate 107.

After constructing a 250,000 square foot building with 1200 employees in Fort Mill, Lash Group is 
starting on another 173 thousand square foot building that may bring the job total up to 2500 employees.  
The site is located at the SC Highway 160 Interchange off I-77.  Earlier last week, Fort Mill Mayor 
Guynn Savage acknowledged that Lash had started land preparation for a second building and a 1,200-car 
parking deck at the Kingsley site. She says the growth in employment for Lash and LPL Financial are 
spurring an economic recovery for Fort Mill.


