
Quarterly Programs and Issues 
3rd Quarter 2016 – WRHM & WVSZ

Programs:

WRHM/WVSZ provides local newscasts nine times each weekday. One-minute updates run on 
the half-hour, Mon-Fri,  between 6 and 10am. In addition, longer newscasts air at 7:02 and 
8:02am and on the half-hour between 3 and 6pm. On Saturday, the longer newscasts air on the 
half-hour between 9am and 12noon.

Public Service Announcements are aired on a rotating basis, and are prerecorded. Some are 
voiced by members of the community. Public service announcements air daily.

The FM107 Community Calendars air on a daily basis, and are updated two to three times per 
week. Those calendars provide dates, time and phone numbers of events occurring in Lancaster, 
Chester, York and Chesterfield Counties. These programs air multiple times per day.

Critical Issues facing the region, covered by FM107 news during the quarter include:

A hearing has been set for next month to sort out jury selection details for the federal trial of a 
white man accused of gunning down nine black parishioners at a historic South Carolina church. 
U.S. District Judge Richard Gergel on Thursday set a July 18 hearing in the federal case against 
Dylann Roof. Prosecutors and Roof's attorneys agree on most jury selection details for the case 
set for Nov. 7, like summoning between 1,200 and 1,500 jurors. But they disagree about whether 
they should come from across South Carolina or just from the Charleston area. Gergel's order 
also says the July 18 hearing will address how evidence about Roof's mental health will be 
presented during his federal trial. Roof, 22, faces charges including hate crimes in the shooting 
deaths of parishioners during a Wednesday night Bible study at Charleston's Emanuel AME 
Church in June 2015. Both state and federal prosecutors are seeking the death penalty, and 
Roof's federal trial is set for November. The state case is not scheduled until January, although 
state prosecutors have said their case should be tried first.

It's now up to a federal judge to decide if South Carolina's lawsuit against the federal government 
over an unfinished plutonium processing project should be dismissed, or if the state's pursuit of 
millions of dollars in fees should move forward. During a hearing in federal court in Columbia, 
attorney Randy Lowell said that the law is clear that the government owes South Carolina 
millions of dollars in fees and also must remove plutonium from the state because the processing 
plant wasn't operational on time. South Carolina in February sued the U.S. Department of Energy 
over the mixed oxide fuel project at the Savannah River Site, a sprawling former nuclear 
weapons plant along the South Carolina-Georgia border.

Defense lawyers for accused Charleston church killer Dylann Roof may try to “derail the trial” 
now set for Nov. 7 unless the judge in the case orders that the jury be picked from a statewide 
pool, according to court filings by federal prosecutors in the case. Until now, the jury in Roof’s 
case was expected to have been selected from a Lowcounty jury pool, whose members would 
come from Charleston and eight other coastal-area counties. Federal prosecutors are seeking the 
death penalty. In their most recent prosecutorial filing, assistant U.S. attorneys Jay Richardson 



and Nathan Williams tell U.S. Judge Richard Gergel that defense attorneys could make “an 11th-
hour attempt” to change from a Lowcounty jury pool to a statewide pool which could delay the 
trial. Late Tuesday, Roof’s defense team filed a 34-page motion urging Gergel to dismiss last 
year’s federal indictment of Roof that has led to federal prosecutors seeking the death penalty. 
Defense attorneys based their motion on numerous constitutional grounds, including that “the 
statutes on which it is based exceed the authority of the federal government.”

The Blake at Edgewater a "resort style" assisted living and mwmory care center for senior 
citizens and people with dementia, should break ground in later this year in Indian Land adding 
to a building boom in a busy part of upstate South Carolina according to Mississippi-based 
developer Cardinal Ventures. A “welcome center” will be built on the site first, and the facility is 
expected to open in early 2018 as part of the Edgewater Commons development at Highway 521 
and Highway 160. The development will include 101 units, totaling 88,000 square feet. The 
assisted living units will include one- and two-bedroom apartments, and the dementia care units 
will include studio and one-bedroom units with a “home-like environment.” The facility will be 
staffed by registered nurses full-time, and will include restaurant-style daily dining for residents.

The South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control says there are now 17 
confirmed Zika cases across the state.  Six new cases were confirmed, with most of the people 
having been infected while traveling abroad.  One case involves someone who had sexual 
contact with an infected person.  There are 16 cases in North Carolina.  Health officials urge 
people to avoid standing water, where mosquitoes breed.

A state judge Wednesday pushed back the start date for the trial of accused Charleston church 
shooter Dylann Roof.  Circuit Judge J-C Nicholson did so after he refused to set the state's trial 
before the federal trial... as requested by Ninth Circuit Solicitor Scarlett Wilson. Wilson argued 
her office filed murder and other charges before the Justice Department and has been 
"expeditious."  Nicholson says it's not his place to get involved in a dispute between the state and 
federal governments... and that Wilson needed to take her concerns to the federal judge.

In its second annual study, SmartAsset, a financial technology company, determines the places in 
America where Social Security goes furthest. The study analyzes Social Security income, cost of 
living data, and taxes across all counties to determine where people are getting the most mileage 
out of Social Security. Lancaster County is among the best areas in South Carolina for making 
Social Security benefits go further, according to a financial industry study. York is further down 
the rankings, with Chester County coming in near the bottom of the scale. Lancaster was the 
fifth-ranked county with annual benefits of $18,845; York was 17th with $18,412 and Chester 
37th with annual benefits averaging $15,384. Overall, South Carolina ranked 9th nationwide in 
the anaylsis.

A group of small businesses, environmental organizations and community leaders are joining 
forces to ask state regulators to reject part of a rate increase for South Carolina Electric and Gas 
to pay for nuclear power plants under construction.  Frank Knapp of the South Carolina Small 
Business Chamber of Commerce says Stop The Blank Check group wants the state to deny S-C-
E-&-G’s request to pass on 846-million dollars in increased costs to the consumer.



S-C-E-&-G says there will always be unexpected costs and that the plants will save consumers 
money down the road.

The plan to hyper-chlorinate and dechlorinate The Charlotte Whitewater Center following the 
recent death of a teenager from a rare brain-eating amoeba infection concerns the city of Rock 
Hill and Catawba Riverkeeper Sam Perkins.  He says the treated water will be discharged over 
500 feet of land... reaching the back of Long Creek where it meets the Catawba River. Perkins 
says he's more concerned about a fishkill or other aquatic issues with the discharge of the water.  
He says an amoeba has killed three people in the entire U-S during the last year.

Drought is tightening its grip on upstate South Carolina. Local media outlets report that it's been 
hot and dry and rainfall this month has been only about an inch - that's about a third of normal. 
The Independent Mail of Anderson reports the levels in Lake Hartwell and two other reservoirs 
on the Savannah River have dropped. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers says that will mean a 
drop in the amount of electricity generated by power plants on the lakes. Boaters are also being 
advised to be on the lookout for submerged objects because of the lower water and the lack of 
rain is affecting crops. The U.S. Drought Monitor classifies Abbeville, Anderson, Oconee and 
Pickens counties as being in a severe to extreme drought.

Duracell is closing its production facility in Lancaster in the next three years... displacing more 
than 400 workers.  A statement from the company says it's consolidating North American 
production of double-A and triple-A batteries from two U-S plants to one in LaGrange, Georgia.  
That means the Lancaster plant... which makes double-A batteries... will wind down production 
and end operations in mid-2019.  Duracell says that shutdown will be completed in phases 
beginning in March 2017.

S.C. House and Senate leaders are forming a committee to review the state retirement system’s 
unfunded obligations of $16.75 billion. The panel is charged with finding ways for the pension 
system to meet its obligations in years to come. The move comes three months after Republican 
S.C. Gov. Nikki Haley pledged to address the pension system’s unfunded obligations, adding the 
fix would “hurt.” S.C. House Speaker Jay Lucas, R-Darlington, and Senate President Pro 
Tempore Hugh Leatherman, R-Florence, said Wednesday the bi-partisan committee – of six 
senators and six representatives – would begin meeting next month.

A state grand jury has indicted three former Department of Transportation workers in three 
different kickback schemes at the agency's Richland County office. The indictments were handed 
up last month, but only unsealed Thursday. In one scheme, a supervisor formed a secret company 
with a neighbor and sent DOT work to it. In the second scheme, a director asked contractors 
directly for money in exchange for work. In the third scheme, an inspector kept DOT equipment 
off the books and then sold it, keeping the cash, according to court papers. A number of 
lawmakers have pushed back on the agency's request for more money for South Carolina roads, 
saying they weren't sure they wanted to send more money if the DOT was being mismanaged. 
South Carolina Attorney General Alan Wilson's office is prosecuting the cases. A spokeswoman 
didn't know if the men had attorneys.



Environmental groups have pressured utilities to remove toxic materials stored in water at the 
now-closed power plants. Southern Environmental Law Center attorney Frank Holleman 
(HALL-uh-man) says South Carolina has moved faster than other states at removing the ash 
from storage ponds near rivers. SCE&G spokesman Eric Boomhower said most of the material 
will be recycled, with the rest going into dry storage. Holleman said groundwater contamination 
has dropped since the removal began. Ash is a byproduct of coal power production. Utilities 
often store it in manmade ponds to keep the toxic material from blowing in the wind.

With school set to start Monday, district officials in Chester County have yet to finalize bringing 
police officers back to the county’s three high schools despite months of negotiations to make it 
happen. Chester County and the school district each agreed to pay for half of the cost for the 
three officers, said Shane Stuart, Chester County supervisor. Talks have been ongoing since 
May. The district dropped Chester County Sheriff’s deputies in 2015, instead opting for private 
security officers to oversee security at all campuses. Superintendent Angela Bain, hired earlier 
this year, restarted talks to bring back a number of deputies that would give the system a mix of 
uniformed officers and private guards. The school district decided to again seek having a 
resource officer based at Chester, Lewisville and Great Falls high schools.

Two Andrew Jackson High School students have been disciplined after an investigation found 
they hung a “noose-like device” made from shoelaces in a tree during a recent band practice at 
the school. Lancaster County School District Safety director Bryan Vaughn said the school 
principal was first informed of the incident Monday. Vaughn said the students were “joking 
around” and did not intend any malicious intent or harm on themselves or any other people. In 
the investigation, Vaughn said he discovered the incident occurred last week during an 
extracurricular band practice at Andrew Jackson High. He said the two students found the 
shoelaces somewhere, tied them together and hung it into a tree. Vaughn said a child later 
walked by, saw the device from a distance and told her parents, which led officials to investigate. 
The school’s resource officer was made aware of the incident, said Doug Barfield, spokesman 
for the Lancaster County Sheriff’s Office. The school is handling its own internal investigation, 
he said.

A Clover woman was killed Tuesday morning when she lost control of her S-U-V and flipped.  
State troopers say the crash happened just before 10 a-m on Lloyd White Road north of Clover.  
Troopers say the woman identified as 18-year-old Caylie McMahan veered off the side of the 
road, over-corrected and then went across the road and flipped.  There was nobody else in the S-
U-V.

Dennis Wells, a York school board member for the past two years, has resigned from the school 
board, citing personal reasons. Wells was appointed by the board to fill a vacant Seat 5 in 
October 2014. The term expires this year. Seat 5 represents a large rural area in the western part 
of the district, including the McConnells area. Wells is a retired human resource director at Duke 
Energy in Charlotte. He has a bachelor of science degree from Livingstone College. He is a 
longtime resident of York and a graduate of Jefferson High School.

The number of times the FBI allowed sales of guns with incomplete background checks jumped 
by thousands last year even as the process received increased scrutiny and calls for reform 



following the mistaken sale of a gun to a South Carolina man accused of shooting nine people in 
a black Charleston church. In 2015, 271,359 background checks of gun buyers were incomplete 
after the federal government’s three-day limit, according to data provided by the FBI to The 
Greenville News. Of those, 9,063 were later denied. That means 9,063 people the FBI later 
determined should not be allowed to own a gun were allowed to buy guns because the agency 
could not complete a background check in time.
Rep. Jim Clyburn (D-SC) has proposed the Background Check Completion Act, which would 
prevent a gun from being transferred by a licensed dealer until the background check is finished. 
The FBI does not know how many background checks actually result in gun sales so even though 
more than 9,000 checks came after the three-day waiting period, it cannot say how many of those 
involved people who walked out of a store with a firearm.

Two Andrew Jackson High School students have been disciplined after an investigation found 
they hung a “noose-like device” made from shoelaces in a tree during a recent band practice at 
the school. Lancaster County School District Safety director Bryan Vaughn said the school 
principal was first informed of the incident Monday. Vaughn said the students were “joking 
around” and did not intend any malicious intent or harm on themselves or any other people. In 
the investigation, Vaughn said he discovered the incident occurred last week during an 
extracurricular band practice at Andrew Jackson High. He said the two students found the 
shoelaces somewhere, tied them together and hung it into a tree. Vaughn said a child later 
walked by, saw the device from a distance and told her parents, which led officials to investigate. 
The school’s resource officer was made aware of the incident, said Doug Barfield, spokesman 
for the Lancaster County Sheriff’s Office. The school is handling its own internal investigation, 
he said.

One of the nation's largest health insurers will pull out of South Carolina's health exchanges at 
the end of the year.  Aetna Health announced it's getting out of most states' exchanges... which 
were launched under the Affordable Care Act two years ago.  The South Carolina plan is known 
as Coventry.  Aetna says it has lost more than 400-million dollars on the exchanges the past three 
years and cannot continue.  State insurance director Ray Farmer says the company only covers 
about four percent of all those on South Carolina's exchange. It's the third company to pull out of 
the exchange since January.  Farmer says federal rules make the plans costly for insurers... who 
are required to insure those more likely to get sick or need the coverage. The announcement does 
not take effect until January.

The Chester County school board has approved an agreement for sheriff’s deputies to act as 
resource officers in its three high schools, but there could be some sticking points with the 
county. Superintendent Angela Bain said the school board unanimously approved an agreement 
Monday and sent it to the County Council. County Supervisor Shane Stuart said the County 
Council tabled the agreement Monday because it was meeting at the same time as the school 
board. He said the council may meet again next week to talk about the matter. Sheriff Alex 
Underwood said Wednesday that several of the points in the agreement approved by the school 
board were new to him. Bain said the agreement approved by the school board calls for school 
resource officers to be employed by the Chester County Sheriff’s Office and for the county and 
school district to split the cost of the officers’ salaries. However, Bain said there are several other 



points in the agreement approved by the board that school principals have requested, mostly 
concerning communication.

Now that York County is in an incipient drought status... the City of Rock Hill is encouraging 
residents to voluntarily reduce water use.  The city is seeking an overall system reduction of 
three-to-five percent.  Voluntary conservation methods include using low-volume... drip 
irrigation and handheld watering to reduce the use of sprinklers... irrigation systems or other 
remote landscape watering devices.  You can also limit watering to no more than two days each 
week.

A 37-year-old Heath Springs man has been arrested by the Lancaster County Sheriff's Office 
Drug Task Force on multiple drug charges.  A sheriff's office news release says task force agents 
began surveillance of Jarvis Anthony's home Thursday morning.  It was nearly five hours before 
Anthony came out of his home.  When officers tried to arrest him... Anthony tried to run but was 
captured at the scene after struggling with the officers.

South Carolina's top government accountant is warning lawmakers to conserve money next year 
amid warning signs of a possible decline in tax revenue this summer. Comptroller General 
Richard Eckstrom's office announced this week that the state collected about $10 million less 
than predicted this past year... although that was still four percent higher than the previous year.
Eckstrom said said revenues decreased this summer after strong increases before that. He's 
worried that could be signal of economic slowdown soon. Eckstrom is recommending that state 
agencies take steps to prepare now... in case the government brings in less than expected this 
upcoming year. The state's budget indicates that the $10 million shortfall means cuts to the state's 
Aeronautics Commission and National Guard museum in Columbia.

The Duracell plant in Lancaster County announced nearly a month ago that it is closing over the 
next three years... and letting most of its 430 employees go.  U-S-C-Lancaster Dean Walter 
Collins says his school is ready to help... although right now it does NOT plan on retraining the 
displaced workers. Collins says U-S-C-L also collaborates with York Technical College... 
particularly with its associate's degree in nursing.

Federal Judge Richard Gergel has set a hearing Wednesday in Charleston to determine whether 
to proceed with keeping secret some potential evidence in Dylann Roof’s upcoming death 
penalty trial. In the 14-month legal saga concerning Roof and the June 2015 racial killings at 
Charleston’s AME Mother Emanuel church, nearly all court hearings have been public. Gergel 
previously set a hearing Thursday that is closed to the public and press to decide which evidence 
would not be admissible at trial. During Thursday’s hearing Gergel will listen to arguments from 
defense and prosecution attorneys on whether certain evidence will be allowed in Roof’s 
upcoming trial in November. Gergel has said that hearing should be closed to protect Roof’s 
right to a fair trial.

A new joint panel of House and Senate members held their first meeting today on problems with 
the state's retirement system.  South Carolina's pension for public employees... which covers 
roughly 10 percent of the population... faces at least a 17-billion-dollar gap between what it has 
promised future retirees versus what it will be able to deliver.  That gap alone is nearly two-and-



a-half times South Carolina's entire state budget.  Co-Chairman Kevin Bryant, an Anderson 
Republican, says fixing the system will be a huge challenge. Union County Democrat Mike 
Anthony is on the plan now as a retired teacher.  He says lawmakers need to take steps to keep 
the fund in place for future generations. The panel will make recommendations on changes that 
are needed to keep the plan... which has failed to meet its investment goals the past decade... 
solvent.

Chester County has been awarded a $2.9 million federal grant to support wastewater treatment 
improvements for the Chester Sewer District, according to County Supervisor Shane Stuart. The 
infrastructure improvements will create 300 new jobs and generate $100 million in private 
investment, according to the county’s estimates and a U.S. Department of Commerce news 
release. Published reports say the grant will help increase sewer capacity along the S.C. 9 
industrial corridor. It will help support new business Carolina Poly, Inc., as well as other future 
sites in the industrial corridor, according to Stuart. Poly-American, one of the largest 
polyethylene film manufacturers in the United States, originally said it would invest $100 million 
to open a Chester County facility. Stuart says Carolina Poly, Inc., will start operations in May 
2017.

Chester County voters will decide in early November whether they want to continue electing a 
county supervisor or let the county council appoint an administrator to see the day-to-day 
operations of government.  County councilman Alex Oliphant says he's already talked with 
current County Supervisor Shane Stuart.  Oliphant says he would prefer that the referendum on 
the form of government go on the ballot in two years... and allowed Stuart to seek one more term 
as county supervisor.

Nearly two dozen Marines could be facing military punishment or even criminal charges in the 
case, which unfolded at the Marine Corps Recruiting Depot on Parris Island in Beaufort County. 
The partially blacked-out report does not name the recruit, but the date and manner of death 
suggest it was almost certainly Rct. Raheel Siddiqui... a Michigan native who died in March 
from falling over the edge of a stairwell. The new report said a drill instructor was forcing 
Siddiqui to run around the barracks at the time, not believing the recruit was truly ill. It said 
Siddiqui then collapsed and the sergeant slapped him... which would violate Marine policies. 
Investigators said Siddiqui then got up and ran to the stairwell and hurdled over... falling 40 feet.

The South Carolina State Grand Jury issued two more indictments related to allegations of 
corruption that occurred at the SC Department of Transportation (SCDOT).  These two 
indictments allege that Shirley set up secret ownership and financial interest in two other 
companies doing contract work for Shirley’s division at SCDOT, and Shirley participated in the 
awarding and supervision of work to these companies.

About 11 percent of South Carolinians don't have health insurance. That ties the state with New 
Mexico for the 13th-highest rate of uninsured nationwide. Still the South Carolina rate is down 
from almost 16 percent three years ago. The Post and Courier reports part of the reason for the 
drop is the Affordable Care Act which allows some people to get subsidies and tax credits for 
buying insurance. Critics however say the Affordable Care Act has meant fewer insurance 
options for consumers.



In hopes of easing the burden of a broken fuel pipeline in Alabama that supplies the southeastern 
U.S., Governor Nikki Haley signed another executive order Monday. Monday's action is the 
second signed by the governor since Friday. It establishes height, weight and width requirements 
for trucks transferring goods in the state. It also clarifies an extension to the hours during which 
drivers can deliver goods. Friday’s order suspended federal regulations limiting the hours fuel 
truck drivers can deliver gasoline. Thus far, areas most affected are largely in the northwest part 
of the state along the Interstate 85 corridor. According to GasBuddy.com, average gasoline 
prices in South Carolina have risen 13.1 cents per gallon in the past week.

A shrinking labor force in South Carolina has lowered the states unemployment to the lowest 
rate since 2001. The Department of Employment and Workforce (SCDEW) said Tuesday that 
South Carolina’s jobless rate dropped from 5.2 percent to 5.1 percent in August, largely driven 
by nearly 5,900 fewer people listed in the state’s labor force last month than in July. The state’s 
unemployment rate has not been that low since May 2001. Education and Health Services saw 
the largest net increase last month with 2,600 net new jobs. Trade, Transportation, and Utilities 
also saw four-digit growth. Nationally, the unemployment rate remained the same from July to 
August at 4.9 percent.

Court officials have set a hearing date for Oct. 20 at 2 p.m. in civil court for the appeal by 
TowerCom. The cell company that's claiming that Clover’s zoning board of appeals ruling in 
May that stated the property was not zoned for the tower is invalid, and it wants a judge to throw 
out the decision so it can build the tower. For almost a year, resident Ed Dees Jr., his neighbors 
and others along with Clover Town Councilman Todd Blanton have fought to have the company 
choose a different location. The tower is proposed to be built on the southern edge of town, about 
40 yards from the front doors of Dees and several other property owners, including a county 
magistrate judge.

South Carolina’s highest court says it will not dismiss a lawsuit against legislators over funding 
for the state's poorest schools. In an order this week, the state Supreme Court responded to a 
request from legislators to dismiss the ongoing case against them. The issue stems from the 
court’s 2014 ruling that South Carolina was not meeting its constitutional obligation to educate 
children and ordered lawmakers to come up with potential solutions. Attorneys representing the 
legislature said they took several steps the past two sessions, including changes in state funding 
and studies into the root cause for the achievement gap. The court did order legislators to submit 
a report of their actions by next June, along with another report from the low-income, rural 
school districts involved in the lawsuit. Those districts say legislators have not done enough 
beyond talking about issues.

The laborious process of jury selection is getting underway in the federal death penalty trial of 
Dylann Roof, the white man charged in the deaths of nine black parishioners gunned down 
during a Bible study at a Charleston church.  The first of hundreds of potential jurors report to 
the courthouse in Charleston's historic district on Monday. Testimony in the case being heard by 
U.S. District Judge Richard Gergel is not anticipated until after Thanksgiving.



Chester County deputies have arrested 47 year old Jordan Johnson who they say was running a 
puppy mill out of his home, from which authorities seized up to 100 dogs Friday.  Chester 
County Animal Control officers seized dozens of Dobermans from Johnson’s home Friday, 
Sprouse said. The dogs, which ranged from puppies to full-grown, had been living in 
“deplorable” conditions. Johnson, has been charged with 116 counts of ill treatment of animals 
and 81 counts of failure to inoculate for rabies, according to the Chester County Sheriff’s Office. 
He remained jailed Monday under $400,000 bond.

Getting an initial pool of 700 qualified potential jurors to sit on the Dylann Roof death penalty 
trial is going faster than expected.  U.S. Judge Richard Gergel told the court Tuesday morning 
the 700 potential jurors will likely be chosen by end of court Wednesday, or sooner. Of that 
number, 12 will eventually be selected as jurors, along with six alternates.  Jurors who are being 
excluded at this phase of jury screening are those who cannot serve for reasons such as health, 
child care duties or essential work duties. The trial, including the death penalty phase if needed, 
may last three or four weeks, or more. It will likely not begin until late November or even 
December.

State lawmakers may rethink a controversial property tax law passed before the Great Recession.  
Called Act 388, the 2006 law is among a host of tax policies a S.C. House panel is reviewing. 
The panel hopes to make recommendations for legislative changes before lawmakers to return to 
Columbia for work in January.  The law exempted owner-occupied homes from paying operating 
taxes for local schools, shifting that burden to commercial and other properties. In exchange, the 
state increased the state sales tax by a penny and agreed to send money back to school districts, 
theoretically, to make up for lost revenue.

An Indian Land business owner was charged with trafficking in what Lancaster County Sheriff 
Barry Faile said was one of the largest busts his agency has made. Alex Vicente Soto-Godinez, 
36, was charged with trafficking cocaine and possession with intent to distribute marijuana, 
authorities said. Lancaster County Sheriff’s Office. Investigators say they received information 
from York County authorities that illegal drugs were present at Alex’s Auto Care on Fort Mill 
Highway, which Soto-Godinez operates. Inside the business, investigators found 1.6 kilograms 
of substance believed to be cocaine and 2.5 pounds of a substance believed to be marijuana, Faile 
said. There was also more than $3,600 cash and other drug-related items, including packaging 
materials. Soto-Godinez faces a minimum of 25 years in prison and a maximum of 30 years, if 
convicted on the cocaine trafficking charge.

A federal judge has dismissed a lawsuit against the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and 
the town of Lexington by a private utility accused of polluting the lower Saluda River.  U.S. 
District Judge Margaret Seymour said issues raised by Carolina Water Service against the EPA 
and the town of Lexington do not fall within federal jurisdiction.


