
Quarterly Programs and Issues 
2nd Quarter 2015 – WRHM & WVSZ

Programs:

WRHM/WVSZ provides local newscasts nine times each weekday. One-minute updates run on 
the half-hour, Mon-Fri,  between 6 and 10am. In addition, longer newscasts air at 7:02 and 
8:02am and on the half-hour between 3 and 6pm. On Saturday, the longer newscasts air on the 
half-hour between 9am and 12noon.

Public Service Announcements are aired on a rotating basis, and are prerecorded. Some are 
voiced by members of the community. Public service announcements air daily.

The FM107 Community Calendars air on a daily basis, and are updated two to three times per 
week. Those calendars provide dates, time and phone numbers of events occurring in Lancaster, 
Chester, York and Chesterfield Counties. These programs air multiple times per day.

Critical Issues facing the region, covered by Interstate 107 news during the quarter include:

A suspect is in custody after police say he shot a West Columbia police officer Tuesday afternoon.  The 
incident began just before 1-45 near the Gervais Street Bridge.  West Columbia Police Chief Dennis Tyndall 
says his officers were at the home to serve a bench warrant against 51-year-old William Lee Kernan.  Officers 
say Kernan was inside the home when he fired a shot.  The bullet went though the wall and struck the officer, 
who's been identified as James "Tripp" Holland, in the head. Tyndall says Tripp was taken to the hospital for 
treatment and is in stable condition.

LEADERS IN FORT MILL ARE LAUNCHING A NEW ATTEMPT THIS WEEK TO UPDATE THE TOWN'S 
UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT ORDIANCE. TYPICALLY REFERRED TO AS A U-D-O, THE PLAN EXPLAINS TO 
NEW DEVELOPERS WHAT KIND OF QUALITY THE TOWN EXPECTS IN FUTURE PROJECTS ... A PLAN 
THAT TOWN PLANNING DIRECTOR JOE CRONIN SAYS HASN'T BEEN UPDATED IN DECADES. CRONIN 
SAYS THE U-D-O WON'T AFFECT THE QUANTITY OF GROWTH IN THE AREA, BUT IT WILL PUT IN 
WRITING REQUIREMENTS FOR THOSE PROJECTS. 

An Indian Trail, North Carolina nonprofit is caring for 117 roosters and a duck after the birds were seized from a 
cockfighting ring bust in Marlboro County.  27 people were arrested in connection with the bust.  The Carolina 
Waterfowl Rescue is looking to find homes for the birds that were seized.  The incident reportedly happened at 
a home on in Wallace, South Carolina, where 121 roosters were originally seized.  Five of the birds had to be 
put down because of their agitated state.

Legislators have released a new 22-page report outlining problems and potential solutions for South Carolina's 
troubled welfare agency.  The recommendations in the report released Wednesday are the result of a 15-month 
investigation into the Department of Social Services over deaths of children under its watch and extremely high 
caseloads for employees.  Aiken Republican Tom Young led the investigation. Lexington Republican Katrina 
Shealy helped compile the report. She asked senators to read it. The report recommends that the state come 
up with a consistent way to measure suspicious child deaths. Currently, each county handles the information in 
different ways.  It also recommends faster response times to reports of child abuse or neglect.

The family of Tucker Hipps, the Clemson student who died last year during a pre-dawn run, has filed a wrongful 
death lawsuit against Sigma Phi Epsilon, several of its members and Clemson University itself.  The complaint, 
filed Monday in the court of common pleas, reveals facts in the case based "upon information and belief," and 
refers to some information never released before, including the coroner's toxicology findings.  The document 
refers to the coroner's report, and says Hipps was not intoxicated or under the influence of any substance on 
the morning of or the night before the run.



Legislation that would give prosecutors more power against human traffickers in South Carolina is now headed 
to the governor’s desk. The Senate voted 37-nothing this week to approve the bill that would give the State 
Grand Jury power to investigate human trafficking. The House also passed it unanimously last week.  Attorney 
General Alan Wilson says the weakness in current law is that it makes sex trafficking a crime investigated by 
local law enforcement.  Wilson says the grand jury allows for a single statewide investigation, instead of 
multiple ones in every town or county where the suspected crime occurred.

Three statewide elected officials in South Carolina have issued statements concerning the murder charge 
against a white North Charleston police officer in the shooting death of an unarmed black man last weekend.  
Governor Nikki Haley says what happened is unacceptable... and is NOT reflective of the values of Palmetto 
State residents or of the way most of our law enforcement officials act.  Meanwhile... U-S Senator Tim Scott... 
South Carolina's first black elected statewide official since Reconstruction.... says the horrific video of the 
incident is deeply troubling.  Scott says the killing of the victim was unnecessary and avoidable.  U-S Senator 
Lindsey Graham tweeted quote... the horrific video is very difficult to watch and deeply troubling on many 
fronts.

MUCH OF THE 90-MILE STRETCH OF I-77 BETWEEN YORK COUNTY AND COLUMBA MIGHT BE RURAL 
FARMLAND NOW...BUT A CONSORTUM OF BUSINESSES AND GOVERNMENTS CHARGED WITH 
MARKETING THE CORRIDOR IS LOOKING TO CHANGE THAT. THE I-77 ALLIANCE, AS ITS CALLED, 
WAS FORMED LAST FALL TO MARKET YORK, CHESTER, FAIRFIELD AND RICHLAND COUNTIES 
ACROSS THE GLOBE...AND SO FAR THIS YEAR, DIRECTOR RICH FLETCHER SAYS THE PROVERBIAL 
FISH ARE BITING. FLETCHER SAYS WEB SITE VISITS TO THE ORGANIZATION'S SITE ARE UP, AS IS 
INTEREST IN THE ORGANIZATION BY THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE. FLETCHER SAYS 
THE IDEA OF THE GROUP IS TO LEVERAGE THE AREA'S FINANCIAL RESOURCES AND PUT ON A 
UNIFORM FRONT TO PROSPECTIVE INDUSTRIES.

Kentucky Senator Rand Paul became the second 2016 Republican presidential candidate to visit South 
Carolina today during a stop in the Lowcountry.  Fifth district congressman Mick Mulvaney couldn't be there... 
but recorded a message for Paul. Mulvaney... who calls Indian Land home... urges other Palmetto State voters 
to support Paul. Mulvaney supported former Texas Governor Rick Perry in the 2012 Republican presidential 
race.

The South Carolina attorney general says the North Charleston shooting elevates the police body-camera 
debate.  Alan Wilson will NOT say he is in favor or against police officers wearing body cameras. According to 
the Beaufort Gazette... Wilson says he thinks this case highlights the need for more discussion about their use.  
A bill filed in December that would require law enforcement officers to wear cameras has stalled in the 
Legislature, but some believe the recent events might give it more traction.

A Highway Patrol trooper has been cleared in the shooting of a man who pulled a gun on him during a traffic 
stop in Columbia earlier this year.  Local prosecutors cleared Lance Corporal Jason Snider earlier this month 
after a State Law Enforcement Division investigation.  Investigators say the trooper pulled Chance Etheredge 
over in February after his car drifted out of its lane on Interstate 20.  Troopers say Etheredge failed roadside 
sobriety tests, and the officer was preparing to arrest him when Etheredge ran to his car and got a gun.  
Authorities say the trooper fired his own gun.  Etheredge was wounded and charged with assault and battery 
and resisting arrest.

The Lancaster County Sheriff's Office needs your help solving a couple of shooting deaths that happened in 
2012.  The sheriff's office says in March 2012 25-year-old Jonathan Reid of Lancaster was found on the ground 
in front of The Cafe nightclub on Old Lansford Road.  Deputies also located 30-year-old Azor Cloud of 
Lancaster lying in the middle of the road about 50 yards away.  Cloud was pronounced dead at the scene... 
while Reid was pronounced dead at the hospital.  Anyone with information about the shooting deaths is urged 
to call Crimestoppers at one 8-8-8 Crime S-C.

The man who was once South Carolina’s longest-serving sheriff will spending most of his next year in prison.  
Former Lexington County Sheriff James Metts was sentenced in federal court Monday to 12 months and one 
day and fined 10-thousand dollars.  Metts had made an emotional plea for the judge to let him avoid jail time... 
noting his 48 years of service and his prominent charity work.  But District Judge Terry Wooten (WOO-ten) said 
the charge was too serious.  Metts pleaded guilty last December to harboring illegal immigrants.  Prosecutors 



say the former sheriff used his office to release several detainees suspected of being in the country illegally so 
they could return to work for a Midlands restaurant owner.

Governor Nikki Haley is urging legislators to reach an agreement on the future of South Carolina State 
University... and worries every day that passes risks the school losing its accreditation.  The House and Senate 
are negotiating their differences on how to replace the school's board of trustees.  Haley notes that four 
trustees have resigned since April 22nd. The resignations have trimmed the board down to just six out of 13 
positions.  The school violates college standards if it has fewer than five trustees.

South Carolina gets to host one of six televised Democratic presidential primary debates.  The schedule has 
them beginning this fall, with four of the six being held in the early voting states of Iowa, New Hampshire, 
Nevada and South Carolina.

State senators have reached an agreement for how to spend more than seven-billion dollars in state taxes next 
year... ending a filibuster by setting aside for road maintenance any money that comes in above predictions.  
The budget passed 42-to-3 Thursday... ending four days of debate.  Edgefield Republican Shane Massey says 
that's expected to mean about 25-million dollars in surplus funds... but the final forecast comes later this month.
Spartanburg Republican Lee Bright ended his filibuster once the promise was made.  Bright had refused to 
allow votes on what he considered "pet projects" with the surplus money. Senators plan to debate a 236-
million-dollar bonds package to pay for college construction.

BUSINESSES IN LANCASTER COUNTY ARE GETTING A LEG UP ON THEIR COMPETITION THROUGH A 
NEW E-COMMERCE TRAINING SERIES THROUGH THE LOCAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.  CHAMBER 
PRESIDENT DEAN FAILE SAYS WITH THE RECENT GROWTH IN THE PANHANDLE, SMALL BUSINESSS 
OWNERS ARE NOW LOOOKING TO EXPAND THEIR FOOTPRINT ON THE DIGITAL SIDE. FAILE SAYS 
THE E-COMMERCE SERIES COMPLIMENT OTHER LEADERSHIP PROGRAMS FOR BUSINESS 
LEADERS, INCLUDING ONES SURROUNDING A HEALTIER WORKFORCE AND THE FRANKLIN COVEY 
HABITS OF SUCCESS.

South Carolina U-S Senator Lindsey Graham says he would make the best commander in chief because he's 
been right on foreign policy more often that he's been wrong.  Graham said on today's C-B-S This Morning that 
he will announce his bid for the G-O-P nomination June first in his hometown of Central.  Graham admits there 
have been some conservatives who have criticized him for working too much with Democrats. Graham says he 
needs to join the White House sweepstakes quote... because the world is falling apart.

The Clover School Board has approved a nearly 18-million-dollar bid for an aquatic center in Lake Wylie.  The 
board awarded the contract to Cherryville, North Carolina-based Bean Construction.  Voters approved the 
aquatic center in a March 2014 bond referendum.  The center will include a second floor... walking track... an 
outdoor 50-meter pool and a water park.  A project manager says he hopes to break ground on the aquatic 
center this month.  Kelly Clayton says the center should be completed by August 2016.

FRIENDS AND FAMILY SAY A MAN SHOT AND KILLED BY LANCASTER COUNTY DEPUTIES THURSDAY 
WAS A BAPTIST PASTOR WHO WAS LIKELY DISTRAUGHT OVER HIS WIFE LEAVING HIM. LANCASTER 
COUNTY SHERIFF BARRY FAILE SAID DEPUTIES RESPONDED TO AN APPLIANCE STORE AFTER A 
CLERK CALLED 911 TO REPORT A MAN WITH A GUN ARGUING WITH A WOMAN INSIDE. FAILE SAID 
THE MAN... LATER IDENTIFIED AS 60-YEAR-OLD DARRELL MORGAN... STARTED TO POINT HIS GUN 
AT THE DEPUTIES WHEN THEY ARRIVED. MORGAN WAS THE PASTOR AT NEW HARVEST FREE WILL 
BAPTIST CHURCH OUTSIDE LANCASTER. THE CORONER'S OFFICE SAYS MORGAN WAS TAKEN TO A 
NEARBY HOSPITAL, WHERE HE LATER DIED FROM HIS INJURIES. THE TWO DEPUTIES INVOLVED 
ARE ON TEMPORARY SUSPENSION WHILE STATE POLICE INVESTIGATE... AS IS TYPICAL FOR 
OFFICER-INVOLVED SHOOTINGS IN SOUTH CAROLINA.

State lawmakers have only two more days to take up a bill that would enact regulations for the ridesharing app 
Uber (OO-ber)... or else the company could lose its license to operate.  State regulators issued a temporary 
license to the company that operates the smartphone app... allowing its drivers to take passengers until the end 
of June.  But the idea was for state lawmakers to pass regulations in the meantime.  That has NOT happened... 
and a bill remains stuck on the Senate floor. Uber's general manager in South Carolina Michael Black warned 



hundreds of drivers could lose their jobs. Governor Nikki Haley is pushing the bill... saying it would be a "step 
backwards" for Uber to leave the state.

THERE'S ANOTHER REPORT OF A RABIES INFECTION IN OUR AREA -- THIS TIME IN THE CAMP 
CREEK AREA OF LANCASTER COUNTY.  STATE HEALTH OFFICIALS SAY A RACOON WAS IN A FIGHT 
WITH A DOG AND THE HUMAN VICTIM MAY HAVE BEEN EXPOSED TO THE RACCOON'S SALIVA.  THE 
STATE HEALTH DEPARTMENT SAYS THE DOG'S RABIES SHOTS ARE CURRENT AND IS NOW IN A 45-
DAY QUARRANTINE.  THE HUMAN VICTIM HAS BEEN REFERRED TO HIS OR HER DOCTOR.

A bill requiring police departments to move towards using body cameras was sent to the governor's desk 
Thursday.  The measure gives police agencies about a year to create their own policies, which must then be 
approved by the state.  Both the House and Senate overwhelmingly approved the final compromise after a 
conference committee reached a deal.  Supporters like Charleston Democrat Marlon Kimpson say the cameras 
increase transparency in law enforcement. The bill had been languishing in committee for more than two 
months until a North Charleston police officer was caught on tape shooting a fleeing unarmed suspect in the 
back.  Kimpson says the shooting in his district spurred action on the bill. Departments would not be required to 
use the cameras until the state provides the funding, which is not yet set.  Governor Nikki Haley has said she 
will sign the bill into law.

The driver of a 2013 Dodge Ram pickup truck is dead following a single vehicle accident in Lancaster County 
early this morning.  Gary Miller with the South Carolina Highway Patrol says the truck was headed north on U-S 
Highway 521 near Lodge Road 15 miles north of Lancaster about three a-m.  Miller says the vehicle ran off the 
left side of the road after crossing the median.  The truck hit an embankment then a tree.  The victim was 
pronounced dead at the scene.

WSOCTV.COM REPORTS THAT Nine people reportedly were killed when a white man opened fire at a 
historically black church in Charleston, South Carolina, on Wednesday. Police confirmed the shooting occurred 
around 9 p.m. at Emanuel AME Church, ACCORDING TO the Post and Courier.  The victims include the 
church's pastor.  Charleston police were looking for a "21-year-old white man with a slender build wearing a 
gray hoodie, jeans and boots," according to ABC News. Police in bullet-proof vests were still looking for the 
gunman, who was no longer an active shooter, according to social-media reports of emergency radio 
communications. Officials said they are investigating the incident as a hate crime.

GOV. NIKKI HALEY HELD BACK TEARS THURSDAY WHILE SAYING SOUTH CAROLINA WILL NEED TO 
HEAL FROM THE SHOOTING THAT KILLED NINE BLACK CHURCH MEMBERS WEDNESDAY NIGHT. 
CHARLESTON POLICE ARE CALLING THE ATTACKS A HATE CRIME. THE SHOOTER... WHO IS WHITE... 
WAS CAPTURED FOLLOWING A NORTH CAROLINA TRAFFIC STOP THURSDAY MORNING. HALEY 
SAID SOUTH CAROLINA WILL NEED TO GO THROUGH A HEALING PROCESS. THE SUSPECT DYLANN 
ROOF (ROFF) IS WAS EXTRADITED BACK TO CHARLESTON COUNTY LATE THURSDAY. HE WAS 
ARRESTED NEAR THE TOWN OF SHELBY AFTER A FLORIST NOTICED THE MAN'S CAR AND BOWL-
HAIRCUT AND CALLED POLICE.

More than two thousand people gathered at the Statehouse in Columbia over the weekend to call for the 
Confederate battle flag to be removed from its prominent place.  Kirby Speas (Spees) of Columbia explains 
why she decided Saturday to join the crowd. Speas, who is white, says the symbol does not stand for South 
Carolina now. The battle flag was put on top of the Statehouse dome in 1961 in response to desegregation.  It 
was moved to its current location in 2000 in a legislative compromise.

Next spring the Lash Group will be moving out of Charlotte and into its new headquarters at Kingsley Park off I-
77 and Highway 160 in Fort Mill.  Lash Group president Tracy Foster says the health care consulting firm will 
be moving some of its workers while hiring others. Foster says eventually the company will have 24-hundred 
associates at the Fort Mill headquarters.  She says workers there will work directly with patients. Foster says 
the Lash Group is looking for associates who are people-oriented and technology-savvy.  The company will 
occupy a 250-thousand square-foot building adjacent to the Anne Springs Close Greenway.

IT'S NO SECRET WE HAVEN'T SEEN RAIN IN A WHILE...AND THE STATE DROUGHT ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE IS PUTTING 28 COUNTIES ON NOTICE...AND STAGE ON DROUGHT STATUS. YORK 
COUNTY S ONE OF THOSE CUONTIES...AND LOCAL UTILITES ARE ASKING US TO COLLECITVELY 



LIMIT OUR WATER USE BY 3 TO 5 PERCENT. THE CITY OF ROCK HILL SAYS YOU SHOULD CONSIDER 
REDUCING OUTDOOR WATERING -- AND LIMITING IT TO AT MOST, TWO DAYS A WEEK.

Clover police confirmed Wednesday reports of a black bear spotted in three areas near the town.  Police have 
reached out to the South Carolina Department of Natural Resources.  The calls first came Tuesday morning 
from a mobile home community called Cloverbrook off U-S Highway 321 north.  A second sighting was in Eagle 
Creek off State Highway 55.  The communities are near each other through the woods.  A third sighting was 
reported Wednesday on Calabash Road off St. Paul Church Road outside Clover.  

Following last week's massacre of nine black church parishioners in Charleston by a self-proclaimed white 
supremacist... a Lancaster County African-American Church and a predominantly white church came together 
to spread the message of love.  It happened this week at a special Vacation Bible School.  Teresa Pelham with 
the Faith... Hope and Victory Christian Church says nobody even imagined the tragedy in the Lowcountry.
Jason Burley is with Lancaster's Covenant Baptist Church. Nearly 200 children and parents have attended the 
Bible School each night this week.  Tonight from six until eight there is a block party at the Faith... Hope and 
Victory Christian Church.

Republican presidential hopeful and South Carolina U-S Senator Lindsey Graham says he respects the U-S 
Supreme Court's ruling that bans on gay marriage in each state are unconstitutional.  In a statement issued late 
this morning... Graham says he does NOT believe that quote... an attempt to amend the U-S Constitution could 
possibly gain the support of three-fourths of the states or a super-majority in the U-S Congress.  Graham also 
says public opinion on gay marriage is experiencing a quickly changing tide.  He says as president he would 
NOT pursue a divisive and doomed effort to reverse the high court's ruling.  Instead... Graham says he would 
commit himself to ensuring the protection of religious liberties for all Americans.

We're learning more about a North Carolina protester who removed the Confederate battle flag from in front of 
the Statehouse early Saturday morning.  30-year-old Brittany "Bree" Newsome of Raleigh was arrested as 
soon as she climbed down from the pole at dawn Saturday.  Several Bureau of Public Safety officers had 
spotted her using climbing gear to get up the pole.  Both she and another man, James Tyson of Charlotte, were 
arrested for going inside the wrought-iron fence that surrounds the flag.  Another replacement flag was put up 
moments later.


