
Quarterly Programs and Issues 
4th Quarter 2015 – WRHM & WVSZ

Programs:

WRHM/WVSZ provides local newscasts nine times each weekday. One-minute updates run on 
the half-hour, Mon-Fri,  between 6 and 10am. In addition, longer newscasts air at 7:02 and 
8:02am and on the half-hour between 3 and 6pm. On Saturday, the longer newscasts air on the 
half-hour between 9am and 12noon.

Public Service Announcements are aired on a rotating basis, and are prerecorded. Some are 
voiced by members of the community. Public service announcements air daily.

The FM107 Community Calendars air on a daily basis, and are updated two to three times per 
week. Those calendars provide dates, time and phone numbers of events occurring in Lancaster, 
Chester, York and Chesterfield Counties. These programs air multiple times per day.

Critical Issues facing the region, covered by FM107 news during the quarter include:

AFTER RECENT STORM DAMAGE IN THE CAROLINAS, THE CAROLINA PANTHERS 
WILL BE AWARDING GRANTS TO ASSIST STUDENT ATHLETES IN BOTH STATES TO 
HELP PAY FOR THE LOST PROPERTY AND EQUIPMETN DAMAGE.  WSOC REPORTS 
HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETIC DEPARTMENTS INTERSTED IN APPLYING FOR THE 
PROJECT-SPECIFIC GRANTS, WHICH CAN RANGE FROM FIVE TO TWENTY-FIVE 
THOUSAND DOLLARS.

INDIVIDUALS FROM THE UPSTATE, PEE DEE AND LOWCOUNTRY REGIONS ARE 
THE FIRST LAB-CONFIRMED, INFLUENZA-ASSOCIATED DEATHS OF THE SEASON. 
FLU ACTIVITY TYPICALLY PEAKS IN FEBRUARY IN SOUTH CAROLINA, DHEC IS 
WARNING TO PREPARE FOR SEVERAL MONTHS OF THE DISEASE CIRCULATING. 
THE FLU CAN CAUSE MILD TO SEVERE ILLNESS AND CAN BE DEADLY.

A multi-million dollar lottery ticket was sold at a Chester convenience store.  The South 
Carolina Education Lottery says Kangaroo Express number-1504 sold the state's first five-
million-dollar Mega Millions ticket.  That lucky ticket matched all five white ball numbers 
drawn. Those were 17, 41, 51, 53 and 56.  For an extra dollar... the ticket buyer got the 
Megaplier... which increased the value of the ticket to five-million dollars because five was 
the multiplier.  

CHESTER POLICE HAVE ARRESTED A WOMAN THEY BELIEVE STRUCK AN 11-
YEAR-OLD BOY WHO DIED EARLIER THIS WEEK AT A CHARLOTTE HOSPITAL.  57-
YEAR-OLD MICHELLE JOHNSON IS CHARGED WITH HIT AND RUN IN AN ACCIDENT 
INVOLVING DEATH OR SERIOUS PERSONAL INJURY.  LA-DARIOUS WYLIE DIED 
WEDNESDAY AT LEVINE CHILDREN'S HOSPITAL.  WYLIE WAS STRUCK TUESDAY 
BY A VEHICLE WHILE WAITING FOR A SCHOOL BUS.  HE WAS A FIFTH-GRADE 
STUDENT AT THE CHESTER PARK CENTER OF LITERACY THROUGH 
TECHNOLOGY.



Charleston police have released hundreds of documents from their investigation into the 
fatal shootings of nine black parishioners at Emanuel A-M-E Church. But hundreds of pages 
remain blacked out.

Twenty-nine South Carolina counties have been declared primary natural disaster areas by 
the United States Department of Agriculture. Chester and Lancaster Counties are among 
those eligible for disaster assistance because the U-S-D-A determined they experienced 
sufficient production losses from the floods.

ONE OF THE LARGEST POLYETHYLENE FIRM MANUFACTURERS IN THE U-S IS 
SETTING UP OPERATIONS WITH CAROLINA POLY INCORPORATED IN CHESTER 
COUNTY.  POLY-AMERICA IS INVESTING 100-MILLION DOLLARS IN THE NEW 
FACILITY THAT'S EXPECTED TO CREATE 300 NEW JOBS.  CAROLINA POLY WILL 
OPERATE A 475-THOUSAND SQUARE-FOOT MANUFACTURING FACILITY ON 
NEARLY 200 ACRES ON LANCASTER HIGHWAY IN CHESTER.  IT'S ANTICIPATED 
THAT THE FACILITY WILL BE IN OPERATION BY MID-2017... AND HIRING IS 
EXPECTED TO BEGIN IN LATE 2016.  POLY-AMERICA AND ITS AFFILIATED ENTITIES 
PRODUCE SEVERAL PRODUCT LINES... INCLUDING TRASH BAGS... PLASTIC 
SHEETING... SILAGE BAGS AND SHRINK FILM.

The State Law Enforcement Division is investigating a shooting in Lancaster this morning 
that involved a local police officer.  Authorities say a female officer shot Melvin Truesdale 
inside a Magnolia Lane home.  Truesdale was taken to Carolina's Medical Center in 
Charlottte with non life-threatening injuries.  The officer is okay.  Family members say 
Truesdale is in his 60s and suffers from mental incapacity.  SLED says it will turn over the 
results of its investigation to the Sixth Circuit Solicitor's office.

South Carolina's junior senator is stepping up his legislative threats against President 
Obama if the White House continues on its path towards closing the Guantanamo detention 
center.  Tim Scott... who is worried a naval brig near Charleston could house some of the 
War on Terror detainees... threatened Monday to hold up the president's future nominees if 
the Pentagon introduces a plan to close the prison this week, as expected.

The head of South Carolina's National Guard estimates last month's record flooding cost his 
agency 37 million dollars.  That's the first price tag publicly put on a state agency from the 
unprecedented flooding that hit the Midlands, Pee Dee, and Lowcountry in early October.  
That total does NOT include damage or repair costs.  General Robert Livingston told a 
House panel Thursday that was just the cost for troops and emergency crews who 
responded to the flooding.

South Carolina's highway department defended how it chooses which roads to repair in a 
meeting with legislators Wednesday. A House committee overseeing the Department of 
Transportation questioned if the agency was being efficient in how it used matching state 
tax dollars to bring in federal road money.  In answer to criticism that the agency is 
spending money on new projects instead of maintenance... Transportation Secretary 
Christy Hall said the agency spends a majority of its funding on maintenance.

THE HOUSE WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE WILL HEAR FROM SEVERAL STATE 
DEPARTMENT HEADS TO TRY AND ASSIGN A DOLLAR FIGURE TO THE OCTOBER 



FLOODING THAT DEVASTATED PORTIONS OF THE MIDLANDS AND SANDHILLS. 
ROCK HILL LAWMAKER GARY SIMRILL SERVES ON THAT COMMITTEE AND TELLS 
WRHI THEY HAVE THEIR WORK CUT OUT FOR THEM. REPRESENTATIVES FROM 
THE STATE DOT, DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION, ADJUTANT GENREAL THE 
INSURANCE RESERVE FUND AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT WILL PRESENT 
THEIR FINDINGS. GOVERNOR HALEY HAS PREVIOUSLY ASSIGNED A 1 BILLION 
DOLLAR PRICE TAG TO THE DAMAGES.

A TEEN DRIVER WAS CHARGED WITH DISREGARDING A TRAFFIC SIGNAL IN A BUS 
CRASH THAT OCCURED MONDAY AFTERNOON NEAR JA COCHRAN BYPASS IN 
CHESTER.  THE HERALD REPORTS  EMERGENCY CREWS RESPONDED TO THE 
CRASH THAT OVERTURNED A HEAD START BUS FROM A PROGRAM IN LOWRYS 
INJURING 9.  HIGHWAY PATROL REPORTS THAT THE 19 YEAR-OLD DRIVER RAN 
THE RED LIGHT  AND HIT THE BUS CAUSING IT TO OVERTURN.

South Carolina's financial experts say the Palmetto State will have more than $1 billion in 
additional revenue next year. Multiple media outlets are reporting the Board of Economic 
Advisors approved a forecast Tuesday that $1.2 billion would be available in the budget 
year beginning July 1. Much of that money is leftover from previous years.
Lawmakers in January can decide whether to spend the extra money on the state's roads 
and bridges, paying for flood damage from last month's heavy rains or complying with a 
South Carolina Supreme Court order to improve rural schools. House Ways and Means 
Committee Chairman Brian White of Anderson said there also are requests from law 
enforcement, Medicaid and mental health. Beaufort Sen. Tom Davis says some of the 
money should go back to taxpayers.

An early morning shooting on Sunday in Lancaster sent two victims to the hospital via  
helicopter. Police were called to the 400 block of Miller Street around 6 a.m. Sunday. 
investigators had not yet identified a suspect immediately after the shooting, although 
responders were collecting evidence at the scene. The extent of the men’s injuries was not 
immediately known. the victims are approximately in their 20s, and are not believed to be 
related to each other, said Capt. Scott Grant with Lancaster Police. Grant declined to say 
where the shooting victims had been taken for treatment, indicating they may still be under 
threat until police can identify a suspect or a motive.

Governor Nikki Haley announced today an effort to help South Carolinians recovering from 
unprecedented flooding to continue rebuilding.  Haley says the One S-C Fund will quote... 
allow us to complete the work the government can't do.  The fundraising advisory 
committee will include celebrities such as former Clemson quarterback Tajh Boyd... Late 
Show host Stephen Colbert... former U-S-C running back Marcus Lattimore... recording 
artists Darius Rucker and Edwin McCain... and former Gamecock football coach Steve 
Spurrier.

Governor Nikki Haley says she's re-evaluating international refugee programs in light of the 
terrorist attacks in Paris... but continues to support allowing the persecuted to come to 
South Carolina.  State Senate Majority Leader Harvey Peeler called on the Republican 
governor to end her support, saying South Carolina can't take any chances on an "oops 
moment" in vetting asylum seekers.  But Haley says as long as nothing's changed in who's 
being resettled in the state, neither will her stance.  She says no Syrians have been brought 



to South Carolina.  Haley says refugees coming to the state are being brought over by two 
Christian relief organizations.

South Carolina's unemployment rate dropped for the fifth consecutive month in October... 
from 5-point-7 percent to 5-point-6 percent.  It was the Palmetto State's lowest rate since 
June 2007.  York County's jobless rate remained steady at 5-point-3 percent last month... 
and was more than one full percentage point lower than the October 2014 rate.  Lancaster 
County's rate dipped from 6-point-2 percent to 6-point-1 percent in October... while Chester 
County's rate edged up from 7-point-6 perrcent to 7-point-9 percent last month.  The 
Department of Employment and Workforce says the number of employed people in October 
rose by nearly 79-hundred... while the number of people without jobs fell by nearly 24-
hundred.

Authorities in Lancaster say a suspect is in custody in connection with a fatal shooting on 
Old Landsford Road near Memorial Park Road.  Police say the victim was in a car in the 
street... and the suspect was found in a house near the shooting scene.  Deputies are NOT 
looking for any other suspects.  The shooting happened about 1-15 this afternoon.

Lancaster's longest-serving mayor has passed away.  A city administrator has confirmed 
that Joe Shaw died Sunday at the age of 81.  Shaw served the city of Lancaster for 26 
years.  He was born in 1934 in Kershaw County.  A posting on the city's website says Shaw 
actively participated in a number of civic organizations... including the Jaycees... the Civitan 
Club... Dixie Youth baseball and the American Red Cross.  

The South Carolina Highway Patrol investigated a deadly crash late Tuesday night that took 
the life of a high school student in Chester.  Troopers says the single-car crash happened at 
about 11-30 p-m on Gaston Farm Road.  The driver... 17-year-old William Cory Abernathy... 
died while coming home from work after the Ford F-150 he was driving ran off the road 
eastbound and struck a tree.  The York County coroner says Abernathy was wearing a 
seatbelt.  No other vehicles were involved.  Abernathy was a senior at Lewisville High 
School.

A state museum commission has given its initial O-K to an exhibit that will eventually house 
the Confederate battle flag that flew on the Statehouse grounds. The Confederate Relic 
Room and Military Commission voted Thursday to approve a tentative 5-point-3 million-
dollar plan that would renovate an existing room in the same building that houses the State 
Museum.  Relic Room director Allen Roberson (ROBE-er-son) says legislators ordered 
them in July to find a permanent home for the flag. Roberson says there is no room in the 
current Relic Room... so the plans call for nearby unused space to be renovated. 
Commission members hope to have a final plan in place before the legislature returns to 
session in January.

Lancaster County Sheriff's Deputies were called to Branch Street in Lancaster just before 
midnight Saturday for a report of a man who had been shot.  When they arrived, they found 
40-year-old Joshua Flint McManus shot to death.  Deputies took 32-year-old Michael Brent 
Gay into custody without incident.  Gay is now charged with murder.  Neighbors tell 
Channel 9 the suspect lived there with an elderly woman, but weren't sure of their 
relationship.  They say the two mostly kept to themselves.  But every neighbor Channel 9 



spoke with says they noticed a lot of activity at the home-- and a blue porch light that they 
would turn on at night.  Neighbors say the victim did not live in the home.

Police continue their investigation into the shooting deaths of three people in Charlotte and, 
according to one media report, are checking whether there is a connection to an earlier 
South Carolina shooting death. Charlotte police are looking into whether the deaths of the 
three men found on Friday is connected to a shooting in Lancaster, South Carolina. The 
station reports that Antonio Massey, who was shot and killed last month, was a friend of one 
of the victims found in Charlotte. Police found 29-year-old Naquivs Benson and 28-year-old 
Jarvis Benson - who are brothers - and 30-year-old Javarius Deshawn McGee dead of 
gunshot wounds in a Charlotte home on Friday. Police say the shootings do not appear 
random but have not indicated if they are looking for suspects.

All uniformed South Carolina law enforcement officers whose primary duty is to answer calls 
for service and interact with the public must wear body cameras under state guidelines 
approved by the state Law Enforcement Training Council. South Carolina this year became 
the first state to require the cameras be worn by law enforcement and lawmakers asked that 
the Training Council develop guidelines by January to detail how the devices should be 
used and by whom. The three-page list of guidelines details when cameras should be 
activated, restrictions on their use, retention of footage and its release. State Law 
Enforcement Division Chief Mark Keel, who chairs the council, said he hopes the cameras 
will decrease complaints against police and improve behavior by citizens during interactions 
with police.

The Lancaster County Sheriff's Office says a local man has been arrested on heroin 
distribution charges.  The sheriff's office says in a news release that 34-year-old Jason 
Lewis Thompson of Lancaster was arrested late last week at his home on South Jackson 
Road.  The county's drug task force says Thompson sold a quantity of what's believed to be 
heroin during an undercover investigation.  Inside Thompson's home... agents seized 
marijuana... an oxycodone pill... 430-dollars in cash and drug paraphernalia.  Thompson is 
also charged with possession of a controlled substance and multiple-offense marijuana 
possession.

The Lancaster County Sheriff's Office is conducting a death investigation.  The sheriff's 
office says deputies and emergency medical personnel were dispatched to farm property on 
Floyd Road in Kershaw Saturday night.  A man said that a woman told him she had been 
run over by his truck on the property.  She was conscious and alert at the scene and spoke 
with deputies and E-M-S personnel.  The woman was eventually airlifted to Palmetto Health 
Richland in Columbia.  Her condition had deteriorated... and she was pronounced dead 
upon her arrival at the hospital.  An autopsy is scheduled for sometime today.

Syrian refugees are being settled in South Carolina, despite a request from Governor Nikki 
Haley that they not be placed in the state because of security concerns.  According to the 
state Department of Social Services, which manages and administers federal funding for 
refugee programs, earlier this month one pair of Syrians was settled in the Midlands through 
Lutheran Services Carolinas, a private resettlement agency in the state that assists 
refugees, and more Syrians are on their way.



The trial for the accused triggerman in the shooting death of Chester City Councilman Odell 
Williams could be moved to another county, if a judge grants a defense motion made 
Thursday. Sixth Circuit Deputy Public Defender William Frick asked Circuit Court Judge 
Brian Gibbons to move the trial for Christopher Marquavious Moore to a different county, 
pointing primarily to the amount of media coverage the case has received locally since 
Williams’ slaying. Williams, 69, a member of the City Council since 1997, also was a retired 
Chester police officer. He was gunned down Nov. 4, 2014.

CHESTER COUNTY IN THE COMING MONTHS MAY GET WHAT WOULD BE THE 
LARGEST PRIVATE INVESTMENT IN ITS HISTORY.  PROJECT 1429 AS IT'S CALLED 
IS A CELLULOSIC RENEWABLE DIESEL FACILITY THAT COULD INVEST ONE-POINT-
SIX BILLION DOLLARS AND CREATE UP TO 14-HUNDRED NEW JOBS.  THE 
CHESTER COUNTY COUNCIL IS EXPECTED TO HOLD A FINAL READING ON TAX 
BREAKS FOR THE COMPANY DECEMBER 29TH.  CHESTER COUNTY ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR KARLISSA PARKER SAYS THE NAME OF THE COMPANY 
WILL NOT BE MENTIONED DURING THAT MEETING.  PARKER SAYS THE COMPANY 
WILL LIKELY ANNOUNCE ITS PLANS IN FEBRUARY.

Republican Lindsey Graham is suspending his campaign for the presidency of the United 
States. The U-S Senator from South Carolina was hailed for his performances in some of 
the so-called undercard debates, but his campaign failed to gain traction with likely voters.  
He made the announcement early Monday on You Tube.


