
Quarterly Programs and Issues 
1st  Quarter 2021 – WRHM & WVSZ

Programs:

WRHM/WVSZ provides local newscasts nine times each weekday. One-minute updates run on 
the half-hour, Mon-Fri, between 6 and 10am. In addition, longer newscasts air at 7:02 and 
8:02am and on the half-hour between 3 and 6pm. On Saturday, the longer newscasts air on the 
half-hour between 9am and 12noon.

Public Service Announcements are aired on a rotating basis, and are prerecorded. Some are 
voiced by members of the community. Public service announcements air daily.

The FM107 Community Calendars air on a daily basis, and are updated two to three times per 
week. Those calendars provide dates, time and phone numbers of events occurring in Lancaster, 
Chester, York and Chesterfield Counties. These programs air multiple times per day.

Critical Issues facing the region, covered by FM107 news during the quarter include:

01/03/21 - South Carolina Senator Tim Scott says The National Defense Authorization Act has 
several items that benefit the state of South Carolina. 1.53 billion was set aside for the Savannah 
River Site, 7 million dollars was attributed to Fort Jackson and 15 million was included for Fort 
Jackson. The Defense Act, in total, authorizes 740 and a half billion dollars to support service 
members. The funding includes a three percent pay raise for all members of the armed forces for 
the second year in a row.

01/03/21 - South Carolina health officials updated residents on its plan to distribute the COVID-
19 vaccine Saturday. This came after Gov. Henry McMaster criticized the South Carolina 
Department of Health and Environmental Control and how it is distributing doses across the 
state. In its latest update, DHEC said it has administered 41,500 doses of the 200,000 it has 
received. The agency did not elaborate on the distribution of the vaccines as McMaster called 
for. 

01/04/21 - A new study is indicating lots of folks are moving into South Carolina. United Van 
Lines has conducted a 2020 National Migration Study. The study indicates of the moves 
performed in 2020, 64% were people movining into the state. That high percentage put South 
Carolina in the number two slot on the list. Topped only by Idaho. The study indicates people are 
coming in from up north to enjoy the sunny south. Neighboring North Carolina, along with 
Tennessee, Alabama, Florida and Arkansas are other southern states making the top ten.

01/04/21 - South Carolina health officials are blaming staffing shortages for the slow distribution 
of the coronavirus vaccine. Following an inquiry by Governor Henry McMaster, state officials 
say only 37-percent of the available doses have been administered. Many hospitals do not have 
enough workers to focus on vaccine distribution as opposed to treating coronavirus patients. On 
the upside, officials say they have more than enough refrigerating equipment to safely store the 
vaccine until it can be distributed.  



01/05/21 - A suspect is dead after leading officers on a chase. Tre-Kedrian Tyquan White 
allegedly fired shots at deputies who responded to a domestic violence call. A chase led officers 
from Lancaster to Chester County, where White crashed his car and is then accused of shooting 
at officers. A Chester County deputy fired his weapon at White. An hour later, White was found 
dead in the woods and the cause of death is under investigation.  

01/06/21 - A Monday evening argument between roommates has lead to a Lancaster County 
Homicide. 33 year old Andrew Ross Privette, has been charged with murder and possession of a 
weapon during a violent crime after the Monday night shooting of his roommate. Christopher 
Burch, 33, was found shot outside the home when deputies arrived shortly before midnight 
Monday night and died the following day at Atrium hospital in Pineville. Deputies seized a .270-
caliber hunting rifle believed to have been used in the shooting said Doug Barfield, spokesman 
for the Lancaster County Sheriff’s Office.

01/07/21 -  Mick Mulvaney, President Donald Trump’s former chief of staff, told CNBC on 
Thursday he has resigned as special U.S. envoy to Northern Ireland. Mulvaney, the former South 
Carolina Congressman from Indian Land said the mayhem at the U.S. Capitol, which forced 
Congress to halt the process to declare Joe Biden’s victory in the presidential election, would 
overshadow the Trump administration’s accomplishments.

01/10/21 - South Carolina’s Phase 1A COVID-19 vaccinations will likely last weeks or even 
months, according to officials at the South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental 
Control (DHEC). Those same officials, however, say that they’ll evaluate where things stand on 
Jan. 15 and could jump to the next phase of the vaccine distribution then.  There are about 
350,000 people in Phase 1A throughout the state, but if there aren’t many appointments made for 
next week for people in the Phase 1A group, DHEC says it could shift to Phase 1B earlier than 
expected. Phase 1B includes anyone over 75 years old, all law enforcement, all teachers and 
other essential jobs. Some officials are seeing issues with the vaccine distribution so far. Over 
146,000 doses of the Pfizer vaccine arrived in the state along with more than 84,000 doses of the 
Moderna vaccine.

01/12/21 - The South Carolina Law Enforcement Division is conducting a preliminary inquiry 
into the finances at the Chester Police Department. Chester Mayor Wanda Stringfellow said in a 
statement Monday that three officers were suspended, including Chief Eric Williams. The mayor 
said they won’t discuss any details because it’s a personnel matter. Officer Milton Sims has been 
appointed as interim chief. The agency will later determine if a full investigation is needed. 
SLED did not give details about the situation. No further information has been released.

01/13/21 - State Superintendent Molly Spearman is calling on state officials to move teachers up 
in the next phase of vaccinations. Spearman says if teachers can get vaccinated now, schools 
could open fully five days a week faster than expected. She wants teachers to move ahead of 
other frontline essential workers in Phase 1B that also includes first responders and grocery 
workers. Spearman says school nurses could be used to administer the vaccine in each district.  

01/14/21 - A fatal crash in Chester County this morning claimed the life of a pedestrian. The 
accident occurred at Pinckney Road and Pilgrim Road just after 6am. The S.C. Department of 



Public Safety Multi-Disciplinary Accident Investigation Team is investigating. The area where 
the collision happened is about 10 miles west of the city of Chester. The identity of the victim 
has not yet been released.

01/14/21 - South Carolina lawmakers are considering a new fetal heartbeat abortion bill. If 
passed, most abortions would be banned once a heartbeat was detected in the fetus which could 
be as early as six weeks. Opponents of the bill say some mothers may not even know they are 
expecting that early in their pregnancy. Governor Henry McMaster and Republican leadership 
support the measure.  

01/19/21 - Publix will be distributing the COVID-19 vaccine in South Carolina. They are 
partnering with the state to vaccinate healthcare workers, staff and residents of long-term care 
facilities, government officials, and anyone age 70 or older. The vaccinations will be by 
appointment only beginning tomorrow. Appointments can be made online for the 42 Publix 
pharmacies across the state starting today  

01/22/21 - The full South Carolina Senate could debate the fetal heartbeat bill as early as this 
week. If passed, the bill would ban abortions once a fetal heartbeat is determined, usually 
between six to eight weeks. A committee last week voted against adding exceptions for rape and 
incest, making the only exception if it would save the woman's life, or in an instance of a 
medical emergency to prevent harm to the mother. If the bill passes the state Senate, it would 
then be sent to the House. Other states that have passed similar bills have seen legal battles from 
organizations like the ACLU and Planned Parenthood.  

01/25/21 - Both the South Carolina House and Senate have long awaited and likely contentious 
bills on their calendars this week. The Senate could debate a bill that would ban almost all 
abortions in the state, while on the House calendar is a bill to let a special committee of 
lawmakers seek new bids to buy state-owned utility Santee Cooper. While the bills could be 
debated this week, lawmakers can also delay considering them. The Senate abortion bill would 
require doctors to ultrasound to check for a heartbeat in a fetus and prohibit an abortion if one is 
detected unless the pregnant woman’s life is in danger. The Senate has failed to pass similar bills 
in recent years because they cannot get enough votes to overcome a procedural hurdle. The 
Santee Cooper bill up for debate in the House would allow a committee of three senators and 
three House members to set up a system to accept bids to buy some or all of the utility and its 
assets. The bill would also remove all Santee Cooper board members and give state regulators 
more power over the utility’s rates.

01/26/21 - As of Friday, D-E-W began paying out Pandemic Unemployment Emergency 
Compensation benefits available to people who have exhausted their regular state benefits. The 
state agency says, those initial payouts pushed the state past $5 billion in state and federal 
benefits paid since the pandemic started.  

01/31/21 - The South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control is reporting its 
first case of the COVID-19 variant that first emerged in the United Kingdom. Health officials 
said they were notified Friday that the variant, also known as B.1.1.7, was found in a sample 
from an adult from the Lowcountry region. This person also has an international travel history, 



according to DHEC. Early data suggests the variant may be more contagious than other variants, 
but current COVID-19 vaccines are expected to be effective against it. As of Friday, the B.1.1.7 
variant has been identified in several countries and in 30 states with 434 total cases. On 
Thursday, DHEC announced a new coronavirus variant identified in South Africa was found in 
the United States for the first time, with two cases diagnosed in South Carolina. The two cases 
don’t appear to be connected, nor do the people have a history of recent travel, DHEC said.

02/01/21 - South Carolina airports are seeing an increase in firearms found. A TSA spokesperson 
says the rate of firearms per passenger went up in 2020, despite less people traveling. TSA 
reports one firearm recovered per 99-thousand-583 passengers nationally. In South Carolina 
airports, one firearm was found per every 63-thousand-517 passengers.  

02/02/21 - Molly Spearman, South Carolina's school superintendent, is calling for teachers to get 
vaccinated sooner while pushing for in-person classes. Spearman says she can no longer defend 
not offering in-person learning options for students. She points to the fact that 100-million-
dollars has been spent on personal safety precautions for teachers, but she understands why some 
are not comfortable returning to the classroom.  

02/04/21 - The South Carolina Senate, yesterday afternoon, confirmed Dr. Edward Simmer as 
the new Director of the Department of Health and Environmental Control. Simmer was selected 
in December by the Board to serve as the agency's leader following a nationwide search. Most 
recently he was a Captain in the US Navy where he held increasing leadership positions, 
including as the Chief Medical Officer for the TRICARE Health Plan and Commanding Officer 
and CEO at the Naval Hospital in Oak Harbor Washington.

02/04/21 - Publix pharmacies will soon have more doses of the COVID-19 vaccine. Rock Hill 
and Indian Land Stores will receive doses of the vaccine beginning Saturday, meanwhile some 
were able to book appointments, beginning yesterday. Vaccines will be given at the Indian Land 
location on Charlotte Highway and at the Rock Hill Publix along Cherry Road. Publix will begin 
administering the Moderna vaccine on Saturday. They will only be given to those eligible in 
South Carolina who have made an appointment.  

02/07/21 - South Carolina and four other states are without legislation that allows some form of 
open carry but lawmakers may change that soon. WYFF reports House Bill 3094 would allow 
people who've been through training to open carry wherever a gun holder is permitted to carry a 
concealed weapon in the state. The measure has several law enforcement leaders and other 
groups worried about its consequences.  South Carolina lawmakers are considering new hate 
crime legislation. State Representative Wendell Gilliard pre-filed a hate crime bill in 2018 and he 
wants the General Assembly to take up the measure in the current session. Gilliard is concerned 
over a new report from the Southern Poverty Law Center showing 20 hate groups were actively 
tracked in the Palmetto State in 2020. The bill would protect groups based on race, religion, 
sexual orientation and other factors.

02/10/21 - A proposal that would likely ban almost all abortions in South Carolina moved closer 
Tuesday to final approval in a committee vote split along party lines. The House Judiciary 
Committee voted 15-8 to pass the “ South Carolina Fetal Heartbeat and Protection from Abortion 



Act.” The bill has already passed the Senate and the governor promises he will sign it, although 
the law is likely to be the subject of lengthy court battles before it could take effect. The proposal 
would require doctors to use an ultrasound to try to detect a fetal heartbeat if they think pregnant 
women are at least eight weeks along. If they find a heartbeat, and the pregnancy is not the result 
of rape or incest, they can’t perform the abortion unless the mother’s life is in danger. A fetal 
heartbeat can be detected as soon as six weeks after conception and before many women know 
they are pregnant. About a dozen other states have passed similar bills, although they are tied up 
in court challenges.

02/15/21 - South Carolina’s public health workers have been tasked with keeping the state safe 
for 143 years, ever since lawmakers created a health board in 1878 after a yellow fever outbreak 
killed 20,000 Americans. Now, as the coronavirus pandemic surges, legislators are trying to 
break their agency apart. As in most states, South Carolina’s public health agency was 
underfunded and overworked long before it had to sustain an exhausting defense against a virus 
humans had never seen before. Criticism has mounted from all sides since then — over a slow 
rollout of testing, the agency’s refusal to release detailed data on early cases, and for seeming to 
sideline its top epidemiologist. Now a new director has stepped into what many see as a 
leadership vacuum, but lawmakers intent on dismantling the Department of Health and 
Environmental Control aren’t cutting him much slack. Dr. Edward Simmer is the first medical 
doctor to helm the agency in nearly four decades — a fact that surprises Simmer himself. He told 
The Associated Press in an interview that he’ll put science at the center of his dealings with the 
public, the legislature and the governor. Lawmakers have accused the agency of failing to 
advocate forcefully enough for prevention measures or to push back on Republican Gov. Henry 
McMaster’s decisions to reopen businesses.

02/16/21 - The ongoing pandemic has led to significant losses in learning for K-12 students in 
the state. A study commissioned by the Department of Education compared last fall's MAP 
standardized test scores to the scores in past years. Researchers found that while students are 
learning, their growth is significantly less than in years past. The greatest losses in learning 
occurred in math, likely because foundational concepts take consistent practice to understand.  

02/18/21 - South Carolina’s governor on Thursday signed a law banning most abortions, one of 
his top priorities since he took office more than four years ago. Planned Parenthood immediately 
sued, effectively preventing the measure from taking effect. The “South Carolina Fetal Heartbeat 
and Protection from Abortion Act” is similar to abortion restriction laws that a dozen states have 
previously passed. All are tied up in court. Federal law, which takes precedence over state law, 
currently allows abortion. Moments after the second vote Thursday, Planned Parenthood 
announced that it was filing a lawsuit. The lawsuit argues that South Carolina’s new law “is in 
flagrant violation of nearly five decades of settled Supreme Court precedent.” The suit says a 
high rate of women, especially African Americans, die during or immediately after childbirth in 
South Carolina. The abortion ban would fall hardest on low-income women, who wouldn’t be 
able to travel to a nearby state where abortion is still permitted, the suit says. South Carolina’s 
bill requires doctors to perform ultrasounds to check for a heartbeat in the fetus. If one is 
detected, the abortion can only be performed if the pregnancy was caused by rape or incest or the 
mother’s life is in danger. The measure would not punish a pregnant woman for getting an illegal 



abortion, but the person who performed the abortion could be charged with a felony, sentenced 
up to two years and fined $10,000 if found guilty.

02/22/21 - A special prosecutor who pursued public corruption cases against several South 
Carolina politicians turned over his remaining caseload to state Attorney General Alan Wilson 
last week. In a letter to Wilson, Solicitor David Pascoe wrote that “procedural confusion” 
spawned by a South Carolina Supreme Court decision overturning one of his convictions led to 
the suspension of the probe. In January, a divided South Carolina Supreme Court ruled that 
Pascoe - appointed by Wilson as special prosecutor in 2014 - had overstepped his authority, 
saying that the solicitor only had legal jurisdiction to go after some, but not all, of the lawmakers 
against whom he brought charges. In that ruling, the court threw out a misconduct in office 
conviction but upheld an 18-month prison sentence for former Rep. Jim Harrison, who had 
appealed 2018 convictions on misconduct in office and perjury. The probe began seven years 
ago as an investigation into ex-House Speaker Bobby Harrell spending campaign money on 
personal expenses.

02/23/21 - A child death investigation is underway in Lancaster. According to police, officers 
responded around 9:45 p.m. Monday to a call about an unconscious child at a home on Pardue 
Street. When they got there, officers said they found a 1-year-old child unconscious and not 
breathing. Officers said aid was rendered at the home before the child was taken to MUSC 
Health-Lancaster. The child was later pronounced dead at the hospital. The child’s death is under 
investigation by the Lancaster Police Department, the South Carolina Law Enforcement Division 
and the Lancaster County Coroner’s Office.

02/24/21 - Former SCANA CEO Kevin Marsh has pled guilty to federal fraud charges related to 
the failed V.C. summer nuclear project. Prosecutors say Marsh and other officials for the energy 
company lied about the process of building the reactors, bilking millions-of-dollars in the 
process. Under an agreement with the U.S. Attorney's Office for the District of South Carolina, 
Marsh will serve at least a year-and-a-half in prison and pay five-million-dollars in restitution. 
Marsh is expected to plead guilty this afternoon to state charges in Spartanburg County.  

02/25/21 - The South Carolina Department of Employment and Workforce saw a slight decrease 
in new unemployment claims last week. New numbers show about 37-hundred South 
Carolinians filed initial jobless claims between February 14th and the 20th. That's down from 
close to 45-hundred new claims the week before.  

03/01/21 - Deputies said two suspects accused of murder are in custody after a person was found 
dead in Chester County early Sunday morning. Authorities said the victim was found around 
1:15 a.m. in a wooded area near Woods Road. Their identity has not been released. Kenneth 
Tyrone Wherry, 46, and Lavondia Elisia Wherry, 49, are each facing a charge for murder.

03/02/21 - State lawmakers in the House Judiciary Committee will discuss a proposal that would 
allow some gun owners to open carry. Under House Bill 3094, anyone with a concealed weapon 
permit would be allowed to carry their firearm openly. Law enforcement officials have argued 
against the open carry law, saying it could put gun owners at risk. Charleston Police Chief Luther 



Reynolds warned lawmakers last month the bill would make officers' jobs more difficult when 
they respond to a violent crime scene involving a firearm.  

03/03/21 - A South Carolina Senate committee approved Tuesday a measure to reinstate some 
teacher raises in this year’s budget. The proposal would restore “step increase” raises for 
teachers, which amount to several hundred dollars a year given annually as teachers gain 
experience. Legislators paused the pay bumps last spring due to uncertainty of what the COVID-
19 pandemic might do to the economy. The resolution now heads to the full Senate floor for a 
vote. House representatives passed a slightly different version of the measure earlier this year. 
The resolution would dedicate up to $50 million from the state’s contingency reserve fund to 
restoring the raises for the current school year. Teachers would receive that money from school 
districts later this year.

03/04/21 -  South Carolina’s education superintendent made a surprise appearance at a hearing 
Wednesday to ask House members not to pass a bill that would prevent transgender students 
from playing on girls sports teams in middle and high school. Just minutes after Education 
Superintendent Molly Spearman spoke, a House subcommittee voted 3-1 in favor of the 
proposal. The bill goes on to the full House Judiciary Committee. Spearman said her 
responsibility is to make sure every child feels protected and she believes “this bill does damage 
to that.” The superintendent said she supports the South Carolina High School League’s policy to 
consider any issue individually. The organization has no ban in place and there is no need for the 
General Assembly to step in, she said. If passed, the proposal would require all athletes in South 
Carolina would have to play on teams based on the biological sex listed on their birth 
certificates.

03/05/21 - South Carolina lawmakers are considering a bill that would stop employers from 
mandating employees to get the COVID-19 vaccine. Senator Tom Corbin of Greenville 
introduced a bill that would make all coronavirus vaccines voluntary in the Palmetto State. He 
says this is not part of an anti-vax effort, but instead works to ensure personal freedoms are 
protected. He hopes the bill will pass out of committee in the next few weeks.

03/08/21 - Face-to-face learning at USC resumes this fall. Officials with the University of South 
Carolina announced Monday that not only are they planning to return to face-to-face learning, 
but this will include residential life, campus activities, and other events during the fall semester, 
reports WACH Fox 57. USC's President Bob Caslen said in a statement quote, "Our goal from 
the very beginning was to safely deliver a world-class education to students, no matter the 
challenges." The university will continue to follow public health guidelines to help stop the 
spread of COVID-19.

03/09/21 - State prosecutors have charged 100 people in what they said Monday was the largest 
number of defendants ever indicted in one drug operation in South Carolina courts. Ten of those 
charged are currently state prison inmates who used contraband cellphones to continue to run 
drug rings and other criminal enterprises behind bars, state Attorney General Alan Wilson told a 
news conference. Investigators also arrested a paralegal who was sending drugs and cellphones 
into prison inside hollowed out transcripts of criminal proceedings, authorities said. Wilson and 



Corrections Department Director Bryan Stirling again called to be able to jam cellphone signals 
in state prisons, something not allowed under federal law.

03/10/21 - South Carolina has entered into Phase One-B of its COVID-19 vaccine distribution 
plan, but one of the state's largest hospital systems can't move on with those appointments. 
WPDE reports the Medical University of South Carolina still has a waiting list of 50-thousand 
names as part of Phase One-A. The hospital system has the capacity to administer ten-thousand 
vaccine doses in a single day, but MUSC officials say their allocations have been cut by DHEC 
to expand the total number of providers.  

03/12/21 - A 68-year-old woman died in a Lancaster County house fire early Friday morning, 
officials said. Firefighters responded to the home just after 2 a.m. on South Potter Road, just 
south of Highway 9. Officials said a sheriff’s deputy tried to rescue the victim, Jean Lindsey, but 
smoke forced him back out of the house. Fire crews were able to get the flames under control 
within an hour. Officials have not said how the fire started. Several fire departments responded 
to the scene, and Lancaster County Fire Marshal and SLED are investigating. No other details 
have been released at this point.

03/12/21 - A California-based wine giant that bottles, cans and distributes across the world wants 
to build on the East Coast and has its sights set on rural Chester County, an investment the 
company told lawmakers this week would start with $400 million and nearly 500 hires…Gov. 
Henry McMaster has weighed in, asking lawmakers to pass the bill, saying “I urge members of 
the General Assembly and interested parties to work together and come to a consensus and look 
forward to signing this bill into law and welcoming Gallo to South Carolina.

03/14/21 - The United Steelworkers say that Giti Tire in Chester misused federal funds and 
betrayed the people of the County, according to a report. The union cited data from a report by 
the Americans for Financial Reform that says Giti received 10 million dollars from federal 
pandemic programs intended for small businesses and then failed to retain its workforce as 
promised. The report says the company qualifies as a small business because the Chester location 
only employed 700 at the beginning of the pandemic. Despite receiving PPP funds, almost 100 
workers remain laid off. The Giti factory shut down temporarily in April, but reopened in May.

03/15/21 - Court is back in session throughout South Carolina as courtrooms reopen. The State 
Supreme Court ordered family, probate and master-in-equity courts to begin holding any in-
person proceedings other than trials. Circuit courts may conduct grand jury proceedings. The 
change took effect Monday. Courts may have to prioritize some cases over others depending on 
how long plaintiffs and defendants have had to wait due to the pandemic.

03/16/21 - South Carolina’s unemployment rate continued to drop in January, but the agency is 
worried people receiving jobless benefits aren’t doing enough to look for work. The jobless rate 
dropped to 5.3% in January, down from 5.6% in December, but well above the 2.6% rate in 
January 2020, before the COVID-19 pandemic started, the South Carolina Department of 
Employment and Workforce reported Monday. South Carolina has lost 69,000 jobs in the past 
year. Hotels, restaurants and other travel and hospitality businesses continue to be hardest hit. 
That industry has lost nearly 36,000 jobs, or 13% of its total workforce, in the past year, 



according to the agency’s data. Construction, manufacturing, information services, professional 
services, education and health and government all lost between 3% to 4% of their total jobs from 
January 2020 to 2021, the agency said. Still, South Carolina is fairing better than much of the 
country. The national unemployment rate was 6.3% in January. And the state has rebounded 
from the record 12.4% unemployment rate in May in the first weeks of the pandemic.

03/18/21 - The South Carolina House gave key approval Wednesday to a bill allowing people to 
carry guns without concealing them. Legislators voted 82-33 in favor of the so-called open-carry 
bill after more than six hours of debate, with some Democrats joining Republicans. The 
legislation would allow people who already have a concealed-weapons permit to keep those guns 
visible in public. The state is just one of five without open carry, joining atypical partners such as 
California, Florida, Illinois and New York. The bill is enthusiastically backed by many 
Republicans and conservatives, who have said it makes sense to let people carry the weapons 
they can already have in a visible holster. Laws against pointing a gun at someone or threatening 
someone with a gun without a legal reason would remain on the books. Some Democrats said 
legalizing open carry would lead to more violence and death in the state, and they accused 
Republicans of voting for the bill to win political points with voters.

03/19/21 - Lawmakers are considering legislation to offer paid family leave to state employees. 
The bill has bipartisan support in the House and Senate, as well as from Governor McMaster. If 
passed, it would give full-time state workers 12 weeks of paid time off when they have a 
newborn at home or adopt a child into their family. The measure passed the House Ways and 
Means Committee yesterday.  

03/21/21 - An 18-year-old is dead and six others are hurt after two cars crashed in Lancaster 
County Saturday evening, according to Highway Patrol. The wreck happened just before 7 p.m. 
at the intersection of Highway 521 and Shiloh Unity Road. Troopers said a Volkswagen sedan 
was traveling south on the highway, and a Honda sedan traveling north went to turn left onto 
Shiloh Unity Road. They said the driver of the Honda failed to yield right of way and was stuck 
by the car traveling south. A rear passenger in the Honda, Saquan Crouch, was taken to a 
hospital where they died, officials said. The driver and a passenger in the Volkswagen, and the 
driver and four passengers in the Honda were taken to a local hospital for their injuries. The 
driver of the Honda is being charged with failure to yield right of way at an intersection. The 
crash is being investigated by South Carolina Highway Patrol and the Lancaster County 
Coroner’s Office.

03/22/21 - State House members approved a bill making buying or selling stolen catalytic 
converters a separate crime. House lawmakers want those who steal catalytic converters to spend 
up to three years in prison. WSAV reports lawmakers introduced the bill after a rash of emission 
control system thefts that can net thieves hundreds of dollars from scrap metal yards. Lexington 
County deputies reported about 150 catalytic converter thefts in just the last half of 2020 - about 
triple the number of similar cases from the first half of the year. The bill now heads to the Senate 
for a vote.

03/22/21 - The South Carolina House has begun work on the state budget for next year. The 
proposal includes previously approved pay raises for teachers, as well as money to retain law 



enforcement officers. The final bill could include more funding. State lawmakers are still 
awaiting tax revenue projections for the next fiscal year to see if more could be added to the 
plan.  

03/23/21 - South Carolinians lost more than $30 million dollars to cybercriminals in 2020 
according to the FBI's Internet Crimes Report. Acting U-S Attorney for the District of South 
Carolina Rhett DeHart tells WCBD the report shows an increase of more than 300-thousand 
internet crime complaints from 2019. He says there were nearly 800-thousand cyber incidents 
reported nationwide for a loss of over $4.2 billion dollars nationwide in 2020. In the Palmetto 
State, victims of romance scams lost more than $4.4 million dollars. DeHart urges residents to 
remain vigilant and be skeptical of online scams.  

03/23/21 - Students in South Carolina could find themselves back in the classroom soon. 
Governor Henry McMaster is pushing to get all South Carolina schools to reopen five days a 
week. On Twitter, Governor McMaster hinted at drawing up legislation that would bring back 
students into the classroom full-time. About 20-percent of the school districts in the state are still 
in a hybrid model, with students attending classes in-person for only a couple days a week while 
attending the other days online.

03/24/21 - South Carolina Senior Senator Lindsey Graham has introduced the Secure and Protect 
Act of 2021, designed to reform policies and stop abuse of asylum laws. Graham says the 
problem has been exacerbated by President Joe Biden who eliminated the 'Remain in Mexico' 
policy put in place by former President Trump. The act would appoint 500 new immigration 
judges and requisite support staff to reduce the current backlog of cases. Unaccompanied minors 
from Central America would be treated the same as minors from Canada and Mexico. It would 
allow families to be held together safely for longer than the 20 days currently allowed. Asylum 
applications from residents of the Northern Triangle would be filed in Central America and 
Mexico.

03/25/21 - The Catawba Indian National has received approval that allows them to operate 
traditional casino style gambling at their 273 million dollar Catawba Two Kings Casino Resort. 
According to the Tribe the US Department of the Interior's Bureau of Indian Affairs approved its 
Class 3 gaming compact with North Carolina. The compact with the state was agreed upon in 
January, but just received federal approval. A revenue sharing agreement with North Carolina is 
also included in the compact, which allows the state to receive a percentage of the tribe's live 
table gambling revenue. The revenue is expected to be between 5 and ten million dollars in year 
one.

03/28/21 - The South Carolina Senate has passed a bill to fine people who don’t get over from 
the left lane of a three-lane highway when overtaken by traffic. The version passed Thursday by 
the Senate fines drivers $25 but does not add any points to their license when they clog the left 
lane. The House passed its own version of the bill, which included a $200 fine. The House can 
either accept the Senate version, or the two chambers will have to work out a compromise. The 
Senate voted unanimously for the bill, saying the far left lane should only be used for passing. 
The House version also passed unanimously. Similar proposals have been frequently debated in 
recent years at the General Assembly, but have not passed.



03/29/21 - Starting next month, unemployed South Carolinians will have to prove they are 
looking for work if they want to keep receiving jobless benefits. The South Carolina Department 
of Employment and Workforce had suspended the twice-weekly mandatory work searches due to 
the coronavirus pandemic. But the requirement goes back into effect April 18, the agency said 
Friday. About 125,000 residents are drawing the unemployment benefits weekly, while 
employers in the state have 87,000 open positions to fill. As of last month, the state’s 
unemployment rate was 5.2%, compared to 5.3% in January. That’s still more than double the 
2.5% rate from February of last year. South Carolina continues to fare better than much of the 
country, with a national unemployment rate of 6.2%.

03/30/21 - The U.S. Department of Education is denying South Carolina's request to waive end 
of the year exams. WIS reports teachers are upset and many say these tests shut down at least a 
week of learning schedules. Educators add the tests aren't helpful in catching up the students who 
may have lagged behind. Schools will offer the exams in the last 30 days of the academic year 
and will not be penalized if they do not participate in the assessment. The federal government did 
waive the requirement that 95% of students take the standardized tests.  

03/31/21 - Democratic state senators said a sweeter offer from Congress ought to be enough to 
get South Carolina to join 38 other states and expand Medicaid to about 200,000 more people. 
But Republicans in South Carolina said the extra money for two years still isn’t enough for them 
to feel confident about expanding the government-run health insurance program to more people.
Senate Democrats held a news conference Tuesday to tout the offer made in the nearly $2 trillion 
coronavirus relief package passed earlier this month. The federal government would pay 95% of 
the state’s total Medicaid expenses for two years instead of the 70% it currently pays. That 
would mean South Carolina would gain about $600 million from existing people on Medicaid, 
according to the nonprofit Kaiser Family Foundation. Democrats said expanding Medicaid 
would come back in billons of dollars in growth in the health care industry and more people 
willing to work and in savings from people having insurance so they go for care before a 
problem becomes catastrophic and expensive and many times can’t afford the massive bill.

03/31/21 - Several states are upset over the crisis at the Mexico-American border and they're 
taking their battle to court. South Carolina joins Texas and 12 other states trying to intervene in 
an immigration lawsuit involving taxpayer-funder government programs. Texas Attorney 
General Ken Paxton says the states need to get involved because the Biden Administration will 
not defend the so-called "public-charge" rule banning immigrants who might end up on welfare 
from being in the U.S. He also says the state's Medicaid budget would explode if the rule wasn't 
enforced. The Trump Administration put the rule in place in 2019 but the Biden Administration 
decided to no longer defend it in court.


