
Quarterly Programs and Issues 
3rd Quarter 2017 – WRHM & WVSZ

Programs:

WRHM/WVSZ provides local newscasts nine times each weekday. One-minute updates run on 
the half-hour, Mon-Fri,  between 6 and 10am. In addition, longer newscasts air at 7:02 and 
8:02am and on the half-hour between 3 and 6pm. On Saturday, the longer newscasts air on the 
half-hour between 9am and 12noon.

Public Service Announcements are aired on a rotating basis, and are prerecorded. Some are 
voiced by members of the community. Public service announcements air daily.

The FM107 Community Calendars air on a daily basis, and are updated two to three times per 
week. Those calendars provide dates, time and phone numbers of events occurring in Lancaster, 
Chester, York and Chesterfield Counties. These programs air multiple times per day.

Critical Issues facing the region, covered by FM107 news during the quarter include:

07/07 - A Giti Tire executive said Thursday that the company is “on track” to hire 1,700 new 
positions at its Richburg plant over the coming decade. The $560 million plant - Giti’s first 
North American manufacturing facility, its ninth worldwide - already has hired some workers to 
prepare the facility for production. The 1,100-acre site is expected to begin production of 
passenger and light truck tires later this year, with sales beginning in early 2018, according to 
Dobradenka. During the first phase of production, the plant could make 5 million tires annually, 
or around 30,000 a day. That number could quickly double, based on market demand. The plant 
is currently in a “hiring blitz” to get local workers who can run the manufacturing lines.

07/09 - The Lancaster County Coroner’s Office confirmed the body found in a pond Saturday 
morning is that of a missing Lancaster County man.  22 year old Jerell White was last seen at a 
Fourth of July party on Pleasant Road.  Deputies believe there was some kind of fight there and 
White left, walking down the road.    White's family said finding his body was the end to an 
exhaustingly long search through thick wooded areas.   In surveillance video obtained Friday by 
Channel 9, White is seen walking down a neighbor's driveway, climbing over a fence and falling 
to the ground on the other side. He gets up and stumbles out of the view of the camera.   The 
sheriff said the pond is near the fence where White was last seen.  White’s family thinks he was 
running from somebody after an altercation at the July 4 party he attended.  Search crews spent 
three days in the air, on foot and on four-wheelers to get into deeply wooded areas. The crew 
included Lancaster County sheriff's deputies, city and county firefighters, and emergency 
medical services crews.  Deputies said due to liability and private property all around the search 
area, they couldn't allow family members to assist in the search.

07/17 - South Carolina is one of the country's most dangerous states for motorcyclists, but bikers 
put the blame on a range of problems from bad roads, inattentive motorists and inexperienced 
riders.  The Post and Courier reports the 135 motorcyclists who died on South Carolina roads last 
year were the most this century.  Statistics show South Carolina's average fatality rate in the five 



years ending in 2015 was second among Southeast states only to Mississippi, which has the least 
number of registered motorcycles in the region.  But motorcyclists disagree on requiring helmets, 
which motorcyclists are required to wear only if they're 20 and younger. Nearly three-quarters of 
motorcyclists who died on South Carolina roads in the past decade were not wearing a helmet.

07/20 - A new audit found hundreds of cases were slipping through the state office which is 
responsible for helping vulnerable adults who are being abused or neglected. The Legislative 
Audit Council report says the Department of Social Services' Adult Protective Services division 
often had long wait times for anyone calling to report problems and often did not follow up for 
months on two-thirds of the cases that were reported to it. Audit Council Director Earle Powell 
said part of the problem was that DSS focused its resources on child services... and neglected its 
adults division. Powell said his agency's inspectors believe about 15 percent of the calls not 
followed up by DSS should have been investigated further. The agency agreed with the report. 
DSS Director Susan Alford said her staff is trying to make changes so that caseworkers visit each 
adult in their file at least once per month.

07/25 - A Lancaster County man is wanted for the shooting of a 21-year-old woman Wednesday 
night. Foresio Jones, 24, is 6 feet tall and weighs about 175 pounds, according to a Lancaster 
County Sheriff’s Office release. He is considered armed and dangerous, the release says. 
Deputies responded to a report of shots fired at about 7 p.m. Wednesday on Melton Park Circle. 
A 21-year-old woman was shot multiple times, but is recovering, the release says. A video of 
part of the incident was posted on Facebook soon after the incident was reported, the release 
says. During the fight, the victim was shot twice. A 2007 silver Lexus, possibly carrying the 
shooter, drove away, the release says. The sheriff’s office arrested Lewis Johnson Jr., 19, 
Thursday. Johnson is accused of firing at the Lexus as it left the scene, the release says.

07/ 25 - Two nuclear reactors in Fairfield County will only get a half life. On Monday the board 
of energy co-operative Santee Cooper announced that it will no longer continue construction on 
the V.C. Sumter nuclear plant. Environmentalist across the state see the termination of the plant 
as a success. Bob Guilds who represents the Sierra Club in SC believes that Nuclear energy is 
not a good solution to weening the state off of carbon fuels.

08/01 - A 2-year-old boy was shot Monday night in Lancaster, police said. The child was shot 
after 8 p.m. outside a home on East Dunlap Street. It remains unclear if others were injured. 
When reached by media outlets for comment Monday night, Lancaster Police Chief Scott Grant 
confirmed the shooting of the 2-year-old.

08/5 - More than a dozen states are offering tax-free shopping days this summer, temporarily 
dropping the state sales tax on back-to-school necessities and other items, from clothing to 
electronics.  Rules and restrictions vary by state, but these tax holidays are popular with parents 
who have big summer shopping lists.  South Carolina’s sales tax-free weekend is August 4-6.  
Things like clothing, school supplies and computers will all be exempt from the state's 6 percent 
sales tax.  Non-school related items, such as jewelry or cosmetics, will not be exempt.  

08/7 - A new report from the American Cancer Society says the state is falling short on cancer-
fighting policies. Beth Johnson of the South Carolina chapter of the Cancer Society says nearly 



20 percent of adults in the state use tobacco. She says the Cancer Society wants South Carolina 
lawmakers to look at tobacco control measures such as raising the cigarette tax.

08/8 - Three of the four defendants accused of murder in a 2016 drug robbery in Indian Land 
pleaded guilty late Tuesday. The fourth defendant, and alleged shooter, will face trial later this 
month. Court records show that on Tuesday Nachon Hayden, 23, pleaded guilty to armed 
robbery, Chris Glass, 23, and Tony Maynard, 22, pleaded guilty to misprision of a felony, 
records show. A fourth defendant, David Kucinski, is awaiting trial later this month. Randy Tran, 
20, of Fort Mill, was shot to death in northern Lancaster County on April 5, 2016. Neighbors 
claimed they saw Kucinski of Fort Mill, moving a body from the trunk of Tran’s car. Police and 
prosecutors later said in court the murder motive was a drug theft of six pounds of marijuana.

08/10 - Duke Energy has the authority to seek recovery of tens of millions of dollars from South 
Carolina customers for money it has already spent on a proposed nuclear plant near Gaffney, 
whether or not the plant is ever built.  The authority rests under the same 2007 state law that has 
left South Carolina Electric and Gas ratepayers to foot the bill for the failed VC Summer Nuclear 
Station near Jenkinsville north of Columbia.  Duke is working with the same bankrupt company 
that was building the VC Summer reactors.  Duke Energy has not said whether it will seek to 
charge customers to recover a portion of the nearly $542 million it has spent so far to purchase 
land, perform engineering and seek approval from regulators to build W.S. Lee III Nuclear 
Station near Gaffney in Cherokee County.

08/14 - Proponents of nuclear power are pushing to revive a failed project to build two reactors 
in South Carolina, arguing that the demise of the $14 billion venture could signal doom for an 
industry that supplies one-fifth of the nation's electricity.  Even though the nation's 99 
commercial nuclear reactors supply about 20 percent of U.S. electricity, no new nuclear plant has 
been built from scratch in more than 30 years. Supporters were alarmed when two South 
Carolina utilities halted construction on a pair of reactors that once were projected to usher in a 
new generation of nuclear power to provide reliable, cost-effective, carbon-free electricity for 
decades.  Instead the project was plagued by billions of dollars in cost overruns, stagnant demand 
for electricity, competition from cheap natural gas and - most importantly - the bankruptcy of 
Westinghouse Electric, the lead contractor.  The July 31 suspension of the partly completed V.C. 
Summer project near Columbia, South Carolina, leaves two nuclear reactors under construction 
in Georgia as the only ones being built in the U.S. The collapse of the nearly decade-old project 
in South Carolina could cost ratepayers billions for work that ultimately provides no electricity 
and could signal that new nuclear plants are impossible to complete in the United States

08/17 - The state is expected to see a flood of people coming for Monday’s eclipse. Director of 
the Center of Economic Excellence in Tourism and Economic Development at the University of 
South Carolina Simon Hudson says that will have a positive economic impact. He says those 
coming for the first time will see what the state has to offer and many will return as tourists.

08/22 -  A 17-year-old boy has died days after being shot Friday night in Lancaster, police said.  
Neighbors told officers that around 10:15 p.m. they heard gunshots in the vicinity of Hughes and 
Gay streets, and a short time later, police were notified that a 17-year-old boy had been brought 
to Springs Memorial Hospital with a gunshot wound.  The teen was flown to Carolinas Medical 



Center in Charlotte where he succumbed to his injuries.  The coroner has identified him as 
Daquan Blackmon.  Witnesses told police that the shooting took place on E. Arch Street, but no 
other details have been released.  Police have not made any arrests in the case, or said what led 
up to the shooting.

08/23 - The CEO of state-owned power utility Santee Cooper said he will retire... nearly a month 
after the utility decided to abandon a costly nuclear project. CEO Lonnie Carter announced his 
resignation at a board meeting this (Friday) morning. He is the first state official to announce his 
departure since the massive project failed July 31. Santee Cooper board chairman Leighton Lord 
said the board did not force Carter out. Lord said Carter would stay on for a few months until an 
interim CEO is named. He said it could take six to nine months to find a permanent replacement. 
Carter has spent 13 years as CEO and nearly 35 years at Santee Cooper... ever sicne graduating 
from The Citadel.

08/28 - The Lancaster County Council may make a decision Monday to adopt a stormwater fee 
rate for all homeowners and commercial properties in the county’s northern panhandle area, from 
unincorporated Indian Land to Van Wyck. The proposal, which has been passed twice so far by 
the council, would charge area homeowners an extra $75 annually for the county to perform 
stormwater pollution prevention services. Businesses would be charged for each equivalent 
residential unit they inhabit. That amount is calculated by how much impervious surface they 
own, such as driveways, sidewalks and streets, which prevent stormwater from naturally soaking 
into the ground. Several parcels could be charged as much as $15,000 to 21,000 annually based 
on a storm utility fee of $75 multiplied by equivalent residential units (ERU). The new charge 
would show up on taxpayers’ annual tax bill.

09/11 - A person was potentially exposed to rabies after trying to care for a Lancaster County 
dog that tested positive for the disease, says the S.C. Department of Health and Environmental 
Control. According to DHEC, the dog began to show abnormal behavior Sept. 4. During this 
time, the person may have been exposed to the dog’s saliva while trying to care for the animal. 
The incident occurred in the Cedar Creek/Hoke Road area of Lancaster County. The dog was 
confirmed to have rabies on Sept. 7 after being submitted to DHEC’s laboratory. DHEC warns 
that pets who stay outdoors have the potential to come in contact with wild or stray animals. If 
unexplained wounds are found on a pet, it’s best to immediately seek veterinary treatment, 
according to DHEC.

09/12 - Hurricane Irma may have directly impacted different parts of the Southeast, but it also 
had an impact on the insurance industry in regards to homeowners policies.  David Angel, 
President of Angel Insurance and Financial Services said the holdups began Wednesday of last 
week. During the last week people buying houses were not able to close on their houses if they 
had not already pre-bound their homeowners insurance. Angel is sure there were people looking 
to close on a new home who had to find a place to stay or work something out with their seller.  

09/14 - Lindsey Graham was among a group of four Republican senators introducing a longshot 
attempt to roll back the Affordable Care Act... which they call "Obamacare." After failures of a 
repeal effort and GOP replacement plan earlier this summer, Graham says he believes this the 
only chance to repeal the current law. Graham noted the press conference came the same day 



Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders introduced his own "Medicare for All" plan. The bill would get rid 
of various subsidies and mandates in the Affordable Care Act and instead fund Medicaid through 
block grants to each state instead of the current reimbursement system.

09/24 - Police located a 70-year-old Lancaster man who had been reported missing since 
Saturday, according to the Lancaster County Sheriff’s Office.
The family of Charles Robert “Bobby” Jones, was last seen at 6 p.m. on Saturday at 3349 
Legend Road in Lancaster when he was reported missing, police say. He was found safe, 
according to police. Police say Jones’ debit card was used in Laurinburg, N.C., at about 8 p.m. 
Saturday and again at the Murphy Express convenience store near Walmart in Conover, N.C., 
later that day.

09/26 - South Carolina Attorney General Alan Wilson announced $38 million in grants for 
organizations that help victims of crimes.  He made the announcement in York County while 
surrounded by people who are dedicated to helping victims, such as battered woman or abused 
children.  The federal grant money will be used to either expand support organizations or 
continue to help victims.  More than $2 million is expected to be given to programs in York 
County.  

09/28 - The Lancaster County Sheriff's Office and the State Law Enforcement Division are 
investigating after they said a man was shot in the head Wednesday night in Lancaster.   Resident 
Roger Harris told WRHI's news partner Channel 9 he heard a gunshot and found a young man in 
his yard off of 16th Street. Harris called police and stayed with the victim until officers arrived.  
Harris said people had been playing basketball before shots were fired.  Deputies found the 
victim, a 29-year-old male, lying on the edge of the street with an apparent gunshot wound. He 
was transported by Lancaster County Medical Services from the scene and is currently in the 
hospital with life-threatening injuries. Further information on the victim's condition has not been 
released.  Investigators interviewed neighbors and remained at the scene until just before dawn. 
Search warrants have been executed, but no arrests have been made.


