
Quarterly Programs and Issues 
3rd Quarter 2018 – WRHM & WVSZ

Programs:

WRHM/WVSZ provides local newscasts nine times each weekday. One-minute updates run on 
the half-hour, Mon-Fri,  between 6 and 10am. In addition, longer newscasts air at 7:02 and 
8:02am and on the half-hour between 3 and 6pm. On Saturday, the longer newscasts air on the 
half-hour between 9am and 12noon.

Public Service Announcements are aired on a rotating basis, and are prerecorded. Some are 
voiced by members of the community. Public service announcements air daily.

The FM107 Community Calendars air on a daily basis, and are updated two to three times per 
week. Those calendars provide dates, time and phone numbers of events occurring in Lancaster, 
Chester, York and Chesterfield Counties. These programs air multiple times per day.

Critical Issues facing the region, covered by FM107 news during the quarter include:

07/01 - State regulators approved a temporary significant rate decrease for SCE&G customers... 
one week after legislators set the rates into law. However, SCE&G is suing in federal court to 
prevent the cut from taking effect. The state Public Service Commission approved the 15 percent 
decrease at its Tuesday meeting. Commissioner Elliott Elam (EE-lum) made the motion. The 
state House and Senate set the lower rates in response to the V.C. Summer expansion project's 
failure last year. But SCE&G insists the law allowed it to recover debt through ratepayer bills.

07/01 - The School Safety bill passed by the legislature last week requires every school district to 
develop a school safety plan that includes fire, severe weather, and active shooter/intruder 
responses in the plan. Sponsor of the legislation Republican Sen. Greg Hembree of Horry says it 
started as started as a fire safety bill. He says that local districts retain the authority to develop a 
plan that fits the community’s facilities and resources.

07/02 - This past Saturday the state's gas tax rose by another 2 cents per gallon.  This is the 
second year in a row the gas tax has increased as part of a bill the SOuth Carolina legislature 
passed last year.  Last year's 2 cent increase was the first increase in 30 years.  It will be another 
4 years before the gas tax reaches it's maximum of 12 cents per gallon.  South Carolina's gas tax 
remains among the lowest nationwide.

07/05 - S.C. Electric & Gas Co. wants a federal judge to stop South Carolina from enforcing a 
new law rolling back more than $365 million in rate hikes related to the abandoned V.C. 
Summer nuclear plant expansion.  The utility, a subsidiary of SCANA Corp., filed Monday for a 
preliminary injunction to prevent S.C. regulators from cutting SCE&G’s rates by 15% under a 
law passed last week by the S.C. General Assembly. It cuts about $37 million a month from what 
the utility charges customers to pay for money already spent on the abandoned project.    The 
company says the law is unconstitutional, confiscates money it is entitled to under years of rate-
making decisions without due process and could threaten its proposed $7.9 billion acquisition by 



Virginia-based Dominion Energy Inc. The deal is worth $14.6 billion, including the debt 
Dominion agreed to assume.

07/06 - A Lancaster man is behind bars on charges of drug and weapons offenses after law 
enforcement officials served a warrant at a home on 16th Street.  On Tuesday, the Lancaster 
County Sheriff’s Office Drug Task Force along with SWAT members found heroin and other 
drugs, a pistol and $3,840 in cash at the home of Lashawn White.    White was taken into 
custody without incident and transported to the Lancaster County Detention Center, where he 
remains.    The warrants charge White with trafficking heroin, possession with intent to 
distribute, possession of a firearm during the commission of a violent crime and possession of a 
firearm or ammunition by a person convicted of a violent felony.

07/09 - One person was hurt early Friday morning when a tractor-trailer truck hauling scrap 
metal overturned in Chester County near the Catawba River according to published reports. S.C. 
Highway Patrol said on their Web site that there were injuries in the crash, but details were 
unavailable. A hazardous material team was also on scene to clean up fuel that leaked from the 
1996 Freightliner tractor. Debris was scattered on S.C. 9 near the Catawba River after the crash, 
said Allen Culp, Fort Lawn Volunteer Fire Department chief.

07/09 - Currently in its inaugural year, 162 South Carolina farmers have applied for a state 
program that allows them to grow industrial hemp next year. Right now 20 farmers are growing 
up to 20 acres of hemp. But next year the participation and acreage will double. South Carolina 
Agriculture Commissioner Hugh Weathers said farmers will learn in September if they've been 
approved for the program so they have time to prepare for the growing season and that the 
Senate version of the Farm Bill, if it passes, could encourage the crop since it relaxes federal 
regulations treating hemp as a controlled substance. The Department of Agriculture is working 
with the farmers in the program to determine best practices and ideal conditions.

07/11 - Tuesday marked the third anniversary of the Confederate battle flag being taken down 
from the Statehouse grounds. Legislators approved the flag's removal back in 2015 just weeks 
after State Sen. Clementa Pinckney and eight others were killed by a white supremacist at 
Emmanuel AME church in Charleston. Protestors from the South Carolina Secessionist Party 
used a temporary flagpole Tuesday to raise it again for the day. The Party says it will raise the 
flag every July 10th so the flag can wave there every year. The group insists the flag had nothing 
to do with the actions of gunman Dylann Roof. Only a few dozen people were there, however, 
down from about 200 at the first anniversary.

07/11 - The new Lancaster Mayor is Alston DeVenny with 565 votes. Current interim Mayor 
Councilwoman Tamara Green Garris cane in 2nd with 368 votes. Five people ran for the 
position. This is unofficial from the elections office to be certified Thursday. About 18% turnout.

07/11 - Despite talks of increased tariffs, BMW says it is not moving away from plans to add 
1,000 workers in South Carolina, even though the company will start production of a new 
vehicle in China. BMW and Chinese partner Brilliance Automotive Group Holdings said 
Monday a joint venture called BMW Brilliance Automotive will increase the number of vehicles 
made annually in China to 520,000 next year. BMW spokesman Ken Sparks told the Herald-



Journal of Spartanburg the company's new electric iX3 SUV will be produced only in China. He 
says that will not affect Spartanburg production. Sparks also said BMW has not changed plans to 
expand in Spartanburg and start production of the new XS7 model later this year. The company 
plans to add 1,000 jobs by 2021. BMW says the hiring would bring Spartanburg employment to 
about 11,000 jobs.

07/12 - South Carolina's largest business organization is warning about the potential impact of 
current tariffs to the state. SC Chamber of Commerce CEO Ted Pitts sent a letter to South 
Carolina's seven congressmen and two senators urging them to remember the state's export-
dependent economy. Pitts said South Carolina has a heavy reliance on foreign-owned companies 
like BMW and Volvo, who are having to raise their costs in response to tariffs by the U.S., China 
and European Union. Pitts said the group is okay with going after countries that violate trade 
agreements, but worries about the escalating trade war.

07/12 - The University of South Carolina's Board of Trustees approved a tuition and fee increase 
at a Wednesday meeting. In a release the university says that tuition for the 2018-2019 school 
year will increase 2.9 percent; food service will increase 3.5 percent and housing will increase 
around 4 percent, depending on the dorm. In-state undergraduates will pay an additional $177 
per semester, while out-of-state students will pay $468 more per semester. The tuition and fee 
increase affects all of USC's branch campuses. The only group of students in the system whose 
tuition will stay the same is out-of-state students at USC's Medical School in Columbia and 
Greenville.

07/12 - A teenager was seriously injured after being shot during a fight Wednesday near a 
Lancaster park, according to police.  Deputies said they were called to the dead end of Elliott 
Street around 5:30 p.m. Wednesday.  They said all the people involved took off, but deputies 
located shell casings and blood in the parking lot.  They said, at the same time, they were advised 
a 16-year-old male showed up at the hospital with two gunshot wounds.  Deputies said they 
learned 15 to 20 people gathered in the parking lot on Elliott Street to either watch or participate 
in a fight.  They said the victim fought with someone in the parking lot and, at some point, a man 
started shooting. That’s when the 16-year-old was hit by gunfire.  

07/15 - State regulators say SCE&G did not meet a deadline to submit documents it was ordered 
to turn over last week. The Public Service Commission ruled South Carolina agencies have a 
right to inter-office communications over a failed nuclear project. But it appears the utility will 
appeal. Office of Regulatory Staff spokesman Ron Aiken said the agency wants the documents 
to see how the company responded as it learned the V.C. Summer project was unlikely to be 
finished close to its budget. Aiken said the documents could be critical... since state law could 
prevent SCE&G from charging to repay debt if the money was not spent "prudently." The utility 
has ten days to ask for an appeal or for the commission to reconsider.

07/18 - The 2020 Republican National Convention will be held in Charlotte, according to 
Nevada GOP Chair Michael McDonald.  At the summer Republican meetings in Austin, Texas, 
the RNC Site Selection Committee voted in closed session Wednesday morning to officially 
select the Queen City to host the convention in 2020.  A source told Channel 9 me the selection 
committee voted unanimously in favor of Charlotte.    The entire RNC delegation will hold a 



vote on the selection to make things official later this week.  The vote follows Charlotte City 
Council’s 6-5 approval on Monday of a framework to host Republican leaders.  Representatives 
from the Charlotte Regional Visitors Authority are flying to Austin and will be in the city 
Wednesday afternoon.  An official announcement is expected to come by the end of the week.

07/19 - Gov. Henry McMaster appoints himself to a committee that will study whether to sell 
state-owned utility Santee Cooper. The State newspaper reports that his office confirms that 
McMaster appointed himself this week. McMaster has wanted to sell Santee Cooper since the 
abandoned VC Summer nuclear expansion project last year. McMaster has said the sale of the 
utility could help pay off it’s part of the debt for the failed project. The nine-member committee 
is scheduled to meet this fall and look at selling the utility. 

07/24 - Gov. Henry McMaster has appointed former state Attorney General Charlie Condon to 
be the interim chairman of state-owned utility Santee Cooper's board. But Matt Long reports 
some lawmakers insist he lacks the authority to do that. The governor has pushed for Santee 
Cooper's sale to help pay back debt on the failed V.C. Summer nuclear expansion. The 
temporary appointment comes nearly a month after legislators held hearings, but did not vote on 
Condon's confirmation before adjourning for the year. The Governor's Office says it has the 
power to make such appointments when the legislature is out of session. But Senate Majority 
Leader Shane Massey told The State newspaper that's only for jobs that come open when the 
legislature is out... and the chairman's seat came open last year when Condon's predecessor 
Leighton Lord resigned.

07/25 -   A loud party and the treatment of a sheriff's deputy who was called there resulted in 
some Lancaster city police officers facing disciplinary actions.  An incident report obtained by 
Channel 9 indicated that Lancaster city police officers, who were at the party, cursed at the 
responding deputy and threw beer through the window of his patrol car.  A neighbor complained 
about loud music at a house on July 14 on Pink Plyler Road. The home is in a rural area and the 
neighbor who called to complain about the noise lives 100 yards away. The party was at the 
home of a Lancaster police officer and several other officers were there.  The incident report 
from the Sheriff's Office redacted the names of those involved.   The deputy said that the music 
was turned up even louder while he was trying to talk to them about the complaint.    Eventually, 
the deputy left after they turned the music down and walked back to his patrol car. He said he 
opened the door and smelled an overwhelming stench of beer.  No criminal charges were filed, 
and South Carolina Law Enforcement Division agents told Channel 9 that they did not 
investigate the incident.  However, the City of Lancaster is disciplining officers who took part in 
it.  Hutfles would not say what specific discipline was being used or name any of the officers 
involved. He did say discipline usually means suspensions, demotions or a loss of pay.  Faile 
said he has a good relationship with the Lancaster Police Department and the two agencies will 
continue to work together.

07/26 - 28 year old Montrez Clark, a Lancaster fugitive, has been caught in Maryland after being 
sought for almost 2 years.  He has been a suspect since he didn't appear in court two years ago 
for his trial on murder charges.  Clark's lawyer says he is innocent in the 2009 Lancaster 
shooting death of Lamario Ford.  In 2009 he was arrested and charged with Ford's murder, but 
was out on a 30-thousand dollar bond from 2012 to 2016 because the case was never called to 



trial.  When the murder trial was set for October of 2016, Clark never showed up.  Detectives 
with a fugitive squad in Baltimore found Clark in June and arrested him, Baltimore Police 
Department officials said.  Clark has been extradited to Lancaster.
07/26 - Sharonview Federal Credit Union announced yesterday they will be relocating their 
corporate headquarters to create 115 new jobs.  AS part of their 42 million dollar capital 
investment Sharonview will be moving into a 180-thousand square foot site in Edgewater 
Corporate Center in Indian Land.  The new site should open early next year.  Sharonview has 
over 18 branches around the Carolinas, serves over 80-thousand members and manages more 
than 1.5 billion assets across the Carolinas.  

07/30 - This past Friday afternoon, SCE&G filed an amended complaint in federal court, saying 
the 2008 Base Load Review Act authorized the utility to hike its customers’ power bills as the 
nuclear power reactors were being built. SCE&G needs the money to pay for continuing costs, 
including billions in debt, stemming from the now-defunct project, the complaint said. While 
there are numerous lawsuits against SCE&G pending in state court, SCE&G’s federal complaint 
asks U.S. District Judge Michelle Childs to declare unconstitutional the General Assembly’s 
June law requiring SCE&G to cut its rates by 15 percent . It also asks the judge to grant an 
injunction against the S.C. Public Service Commission from taking any actions that would cut 
customers’ bills. The PSC regulates public utilities and has authority over electric rates. The 
complaints says that SCE&G’s current rates, which have nine nuclear-related rate hikes baked 
into them, generate $445 million a year in revenue. State lawmakers said they passed the June 
law, requiring SCE&G to stop charging for the abandoned nuclear project, to give ratepayers 
relief. The rate cut only would be in effect until November, when the Public Service Commission 
will consider the issue.

07/31 - Just last week it was announced that Sharonview Federal Credit Union would be 
relocating their new Headquarters to Lancaster.  Jamie Gilbert, with the Lancaster Department of 
Economic Development said  Sharonview purchased the property last Tuesday. Starting in 
March the pipeline in Lancaster County has been full all the way from the top of the panhandle 
down to Kershaw.

08/01 - South Carolina Governor Henry McMaster said there's still a lot of work to do to get 
relief for SCE&G customers after shareholders Tuesday approved a merger with Dominion 
Energy.
The Governor said there are still a lot of facts surrounding the failed V-C Summer nuclear 
project that need to be revealed, and if the deal fails to go through, he's confident there will be 
other offers for SCE&G. A law takes effect tomorrow (Wednesday) that would grant a 15-
percent rate reduction for SCE&G customers continuing to pay for two nuclear reactors that 
won't be built by the company.

08/02 - According to the Center For Disease Control, a 2018 outbreak of salmonella has been 
linked to contact with live chickens in residential backyards. Six of those cases have been 
identified in South Carolina. According to South Carolina Department of Health and 
Environmental Control, one is in the Lowcountry, two in the Upstate, two in the Pee Dee and one 
in the Midlands. There have been 212 cases nationally with 88 people reported ill since the last 
update on July 23. The CDC has interviewed 138 ill people, with 72 percent saying they came in 



contact with baby chicks or ducklings in the week before their illness many of which were 
obtained from feed supply stores & hatcheries. It's advised that people should wash their hands 
after cleaning coops, or even being near poultry.

08/03 - A federal judge says SCANA has the right to file its lawsuit in federal court, ruling 
Thursday against a motion by South Carolina officials to dismiss the case. The judge did not yet 
rule whether a law requiring SCANA's rates be slashed was unconstitutional or whether she 
would keep it intact while considering arguments. Office of Regulatory Staff spokesman Ron 
Aiken says the ruling could mean the judge will decide soon. Aiken said the order means the 
case will be decided by this judge and not by a separate court. SCANA claims it spent $5 billion 
on the V.C. Summer nuclear expansion understanding that state law allowed it to recover those 
losses from customers if the project failed. But legislators blocked them this summer... arguing 
the law was voided because the utility did not spend the money "prudently."

08/05 - For the first time since the recession, the number of households struggling to buy food 
has increased in South Carolina. A new study by the national group Food Research & Action 
Center found about 18 percent of those surveyed in South Carolina said they struggled to pay for 
enough food to eat. Appleseed Legal Justice Center director Sue Berkowitz blamed stagnant pay 
even as the unemployment rate drops. The study found South Carolina has the seventh-highest 
rate in the country. Berkowitz said there were two factors driving that. The study found nearly 20 
percent of Columbia residents fell below the threshold... one of the highest rates in the country.

08/06 - Prosecutors said yesterday Raphael Carter and Hezekia Tinsley confessed to their 
involvement in the shooting on June 10 on Pinckney Street in Chester, but asked for bond.  
Sheriff's deputies said Carter and Tinsley were in a car when they drove by a house and opened 
fire.  Jada Jones, 14, was an innocent bystander talking to friends outside the house when the 
shots rang out.   Though Carter's defense lawyer denied that there was any gang involvement, 
prosecutors expressed concern that, if Carter and Tinsley were released, there could be 
retaliation, and they might not even be safe outside jail.  Another concern about bond was the 
recent records of both men, which involved guns, prosecutors said. Just weeks before Jones was 
shot, both suspects were arrested for carrying guns illegally. Carter apparently had a stolen gun 
on him when he was arrested in the spring.  The judge denied bond for both Carter and Tinsley.

08/08 - Synergy Steel announced Tuesday it plans to open a 32,000-square-foot facility in 
Lancaster. The company is investing $2.8 million into the project, according to a statement from 
the Office of the Governor of South Carolina.According to published reports, the  steel company 
is expected to bring 139 new jobs to Lancaster County in late 2018. The company manufactures 
steel studs, engineered floor and roof trusses, and wall panels for the construction industry. The 
new facility will be at Camp Creek Road in Lancaster. Hiring is expected to begin in October.

08/12 - A new area code is coming to the Midlands. The company which assigns phone numbers 
nationwide announced Thursday it has reached an agreement with South Carolina's Public 
Service Commission to put the 839 area code for new phones in what's currently the 803 area 
code. Numbering Plan Administrator general counsel Rich Fruchterman (FROOK-ter-man) said 
the growing population is the reason. State Office of Regulatory Staff telecommunications 
director Chris Rozycki (roe-ZICK-ee) said no one with an 803 number will have to change it. 



Rozycki said the area code which covers Columbia, Aiken and Rock Hill is expected to 
eventually run out of numbers. The 839 area code will be used for new phone numbers after 
summer 2020. All Midlands callers will need to use the full area code for any call after that.

08/14 - Agnes Slayman resigned in September 2015 and was paid $300,000 for two years left on 
her contract. Now she is sueing the district, the school board chair and others, claiming breach of 
contract and defamation. According to published reports, Slayman claims that she did not get a 
job at an unnamed school district after “defamatory actions and words” brought a “false 
insinuation that Slayman is “unfit for her profession and committed potentially unethical or 
wrongful acts,” the lawsuit states. The actions of the school district and others threaten 
Slayman’s South Carolina education license, according to the lawsuit. This lawsuit comes just 
weeks after the current Chester superintendent, in an unrelated case, sued the school board chair.

08/16 - 34 year old Demarcus Laquan Hendrix of Lancaster died after he was rushed to Springs 
Memorial Hospital yesterday after being shot multiple times. Hendrix was found gunned down in 
a yard on Hood Park Lane northeast of the city of Lancaster around 5:30 p.m Wednesday. Police 
searched the area with officers and K-9 units but found no suspects according to Doug Barfield, 
spokesperson for the Lancaster County Sheriff’s Office in published reports. A getaway car 
believed to be involved in the crime was found at another location and processed for evidence. 
Police declined to release what evidence was found in the car. The case remains under 
investigation.

08/20 - State officials say the number of deaths caused by opioids has increased for the third year 
in a row. The state's Opioid Emergency Response Team said South Carolina had 748 overdose 
deaths last year.... up 200 more deaths from just three years ago. Department of Drugs, Alcohol 
and Other Drug Abuse Services director Sara Goldsby said some of the increase may be better 
reporting by counties. Goldsby said each death leaves a lasting toll. Fentanyl-related overdoses 
accounted for just less than half of all overdose deaths.

08/22 - The Lancaster County detention Center is in desperate need of new space.  This week the 
town announced they would be investing in a multi-million dollar project to either break ground 
on a new facility or expand their current one.  Town officials say they areat double capacity and 
need to expand to accomodate the future.  Lancaster County Sheriff Barry Faile said the facility 
books an average of 85 inmates per day, but can have up to 135...and with only 121 
beds...authorities say the cells are getting over crowded and dangerous. Expanding would cost 
between 28 and 31 million dollars.  The project would not break ground until 2020.  A workshop 
will be held in the next month with City Council to present their findings.  Leaders say it would 
cost less money to build a new facility as opposed to expanding the current one.

08/24 - Zakee Antwon Edward Davis, 24, of Lancaster was arrested after authorities located him 
in Washington, D.C. The arrest followed the shooting death of Demarcus Laquan Hendrix last 
week on Hood Park Lane in Lancaster. The victim was found in the yard, suffering from gunshot 
wounds. Hendrix, 34, of Lancaster was pronounced dead at Springs Memorial Hospital. 
Marshals found Davis on Wednesday morning and investigators from Lancaster County went up 
to interview him Wednesday night. Davis appeared before a judge in Washington on Thursday, 



waiving extradition and returning with the investigators to Lancaster County. He was booked 
into the detention center in Lancaster County.

08/28 - South Carolina Attorney General Alan Wilson joins a coalition of 15 states and the 
District of Columbia in filing a brief urging the U.S. Supreme Court to protect police from 
frivolous claims of false arrest. The brief urges the Court to overrule a lower court and hold that 
a police officer is not subject to a retaliatory-arrest suit when the officer had probable cause to 
make the arrest. The brief explains that a contrary ruling would constrain officers’ ability to 
protect the public, including through community policing. Wilson says that Police officers have a 
hard-enough job without having to worry about being sued for arresting someone when there’s 
probable cause to make that arrest. The Court will hear oral arguments in the case in its next 
term, which begins in October.

08/29 - An injury and a fatality occured yesterday in a motorcycle crash in Lancaster County 
according to police. According to published reports, neither the driver nor the passenger was 
wearing a helmet in the crash that happened around 7 a.m. on S.C. 903 east of Lancaster. Lance 
Cpl. Gary Miller of the S.C. Highway Patrol said The passenger, a 27-year-old woman from 
Chester, was airlifted to Carolinas Medical Center in Charlotte. Samuel Bland, 42, died at 
Springs Memorial Hospital, according to the Lancaster County Coroner’s Office. The 
motorcycle was heading north on the highway when it crashed into an embankment, ejecting 
both the driver and passenger, according to Miller. The crash remains under investigation.

08/30 - The Lancaster County Sheriff's Office said no charges will be filed after receiving reports 
of a man who may have been attempting to lure a child.   The Lancaster School District issued a 
warning to parents about the incident on Monday.  Authorities had said the man was trying to get 
a 12-year-old boy on Cortland Drive in Walnut Creek to play baseball with his grandchildren 
Sunday.  Investigators said they identified and spoke to the man who approached the boy.  They 
said the man is not the person identified in social media posts about the incident and has no 
criminal record.  Officials said no crime was committed and no charges will be filed.

09/04 - Officials believe the body of a Raleigh man who had been missing for months has been 
found in York County.  Investigators with the York County Coroner’s Office said after an initial 
investigation, they believe they have located the body of 61-year-old Martin Bankhead in a creek 
in a wooded area.  Bankhead was reported missing on June 10 from his home in Raleigh.  
Bankhead’s car was later found off the road, stuck on railroad trucks near Cureton Ferry Road in 
Catawba.  Officials said the investigation is still ongoing.  Bankhead’s family wanted to hire a 
private investigator to get answers about the disappearance. Triplett said she spoke on the phone 
with her brother Martin hours before he disappeared from his Raleigh home several weeks ago. 
Police found Bankhead’s car with the driver’s side door open crashed on train tracks in Catawba, 
South Carolina. His phone was found inside the car.  Their focus during the initial search was a 
ground search for Bankhead. Crews on horseback, ATVs and on foot looked through the woods 
off Pottery Road near Cureton Ferry Road.  Officials weren’t unaware of any reason why 
Bankhead would have come to Catawba in the first place.  Bankhead, 61, was reported missing 
by his wife at 9:45 p.m. on June 10. His vehicle was found along Cureton Ferry Road in Catawba 
at 5:45 a.m. the next day.  Eric McClanahan saw Bankhead’s car with its doors open around 8:30 
a.m., three hours after someone called 911 to report the car was sitting on the tracks.  



McClanahan said similar crashes happened there before, so he didn’t think anything of it.  Since 
the vehicle was found, investigators had been calling local hospitals and hotels. They also sent 
out a reverse 911 call to neighbors who live within a mile radius of the crash to try and locate 
Bankhead.

09/04 - South Carolina's senior U.S. Sen. Lindsey Graham defended President Trump's nominee 
for the U.S. Supreme Court during an often-contentious Senate Judiciary Committee hearing on 
Tuesday. Democratic opponents criticized Kavanaugh's time as a Republican staffer and 
conservative views on the Constitution. Graham accused them of hypocrisy. Graham said he 
thinks senators should vote if they believe Kavanaugh is qualified for the job... as he did in 
supporting two of President Obama's nominees.

09/05 - Amazon to buy thousands of vans made in South Carolina. Just as Mercedes-Benz Vans 
marked the opening of its Sprinter van factory in North Charles on Wednesday, the company 
says that the online retailer giant is its biggest customer so far for the vans. In a statement the 
German company says a new partnership with Amazon includes the delivery of 20,000 vans for 
small businesses across the U.S., making the online retailer the world's largest Sprinter customer. 
Amazon has previously said it wants to rely less on delivery by the post office, UPS and FedX.

09/06 - South Carolina’s solar industry could get a boost in the Upstate. More from Bill 
Dubensky. Duke Energy the area’s largest power provider agreed to keep offering incentives for 
renewable energy. The Post and Courier reports that the company reached a deal this week that’s 
designed to give Duke electric customers a way to generate their own electric for at least a few 
more months. The program known as net metering gives solar users credit for every kilowatt 
they produce at the same rate they would pay for electric. 

09/10 - Meteorologists say it is looking increasingly likely that Hurricane Florence will hit one 
of the Carolinas later this week... the question is: where? The latest projection of the storm's path 
Sunday (check for updates) shows the entire South Carolina or North Carolina coast within the 
potential landfall zone. National Weather Service forecaster John Quagliarriello (KWA-glee-uh-
rello) said it's too early to know Florence's path. Gov. Henry McMaster warns South 
Carolinians... especially along the coast... to start taking precautions. McMaster says he's sent a 
request to the White House for a federal disaster declaration. Current forecasts warn, if Florence 
reaches the Carolinas, that would likely happen Thursday.

09/11 - The U.S. Department of Homeland Security's Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) announced that President Donald Trump has made federal emergency aid available to 
the state of South Carolina to due to the emergency conditions in the area affected by Hurricane 
Florence. The President's action authorizes FEMA to coordinate all disaster relief efforts and to 
provide appropriate assistance for required emergency measures. Specifically, FEMA is 
authorized to identify, mobilize, and provide at its discretion, equipment and resources necessary 
to alleviate the impacts of the emergency.? Emergency protective measures, limited to direct 
federal assistance, will be provided at 75 percent federal funding. Elizabeth Turner has been 
named as the Federal Coordinating Officer for federal response operations in the affected area.  
Turner said additional designations may be made at a later date if requested by the state and 
warranted by the results of further damage assessments.



09/12 - Hospitals in the Myrtle Beach and Georgetown regions have evacuated all but their most 
vulnerable patients as Hurricane Florence approaches. State health officials say more than 1,700 
patients have been evacuated from coastal healthcare facilities ahead of the storm. Tidelands 
Health spokeswoman Amy Stevens said a small staff will stay at the hospital during the storm. 
Stevens said most patients were evacuated further inland. Tidelands operates hospitals in 
Georgetown and Murrells Inlet.

09/14 - Chester  officials are going door-to-door in an attempt to evacuate residents who live in 
flood-prone areas.  The Chester area is currently projected to get between 10 and 15 inches of 
rain, much like York County.  The evacuation is not mandatory, but could become mandatory 
based on the path of the hurricane.  Officials are going door to door on Saluda Street...York 
Street...Lancaster Street and Loomis Street.  Evacuees can stay at Chester Middle School or 
Lewisville Middle School. Both shelters opened earlier this week, and will remain open 
throughout the storm.

09/16 - More than 35,000 Duke Energy customers were without power on Sunday across 
northern and eastern South Carolina. The remnants of Tropical Storm Florence passed along the 
North Carolina border over the weekend... knocking down trees and power lines, but otherwise 
causing only minor wind damage in the area. Duke spokesman Rick Jiran  said crews are 
working to restore power as quickly as they can. Jiran said the biggest challenge is dealing with 
downed trees at this point.

09/17 - The South Carolina Department of Natural Recourses expects that today (Tuesday) is 
when rivers in the Pee Dee are expected to rise above their moderate flood stage. Department 
director Alvin Taylor says never drive through a flooded roadway. He says the flood waters in 
the affected areas could be around for seven to ten days.

09/18 - The death toll from Hurricane Florence has risen to 25 in North Carolina, 6 in South 
Carolina and one in Virginia, including two bodies recovered Monday morning in Union County, 
N.C. The dead include people who drowned, were electrocuted, crushed by trees, “thrown by the 
wind” or had carbon monoxide poisoning, according to media outlets and government agencies. 
Other deaths not directly linked to the storm include a woman who died in a shelter and a woman 
who had a heart attack and died during the storm while waiting for an ambulance, according to 
an Associated Press report.

09/19 - Santee Cooper is hiring contractors to help secure its coal ash pits in Conway after Gov. 
Henry McMaster questioned the state-owned utility’s ability to protect the toxic material from 
rising floodwaters. The utility is trying to protect the ash material stored at a former coal plant 
near the river. McMaster said he's worried 19-foot floods could overtop the dikes. The EPA does 
not classify coal ash as hazardous material... but it does contain lead and arsenic which could 
escape if floodwaters top the dike. State environmental chief David Wilson said the nearby 
Waccamaw (WOCK-a-maw) River is a drinking water source. Santee Cooper is trying to put 
gravel-filled bags on top of the dikes to make them taller for floodwater.



09/19 - A Winnsboro television manufacturer appears to been saved just weeks before it planned 
to close due to tariffs. Element Electronics was granted a waiver this week that would allow it to 
continue importing the Chinese-made components it uses... saving 134 jobs which would have 
been laid off if the plant closed. Fairfield County Democratic Sen. Mike Fanning said it was 
wonderful news for the hard-hit area. Fanning credited a bipartisan effort by state and local 
leaders to show the Commerce Department that Element could not afford the tariffs and had no 
American suppliers which could make the parts they needed. The governor's spokesman called 
the move "good news." Challenger James Smith praised the announcement, but said the state 
"dodged a bullet" that should never have been fired from President Trump's tariffs.

09/20 - Three people were hurt in a crash in Lancaster County Wednesday, including a suspect 
who fled a police traffic stop causing a road to be blocked for several hours. The incident 
happened around 1 p.m. on S.C. 903, east of Lancaster according to South Carolina Highway 
patrol troopers and Lancaster County Sheriff’s Office deputies. Several police agencies, fire 
crews and other emergency officials responded to the crash. Sheriff’s deputies were looking for a 
truck reported stolen when they came upon two cars on Flat Creek Road near the intersection of 
S.C. 522, said Lancaster County Sheriff Barry Faile in a published report. The driver of a truck, 
who was not involved in the stolen vehicle incident, was airlifted to Carolinas Medical Center in 
Charlotte after being found in the truck that had rolled onto its side. The name and condition of 
the driver remains unknown. No charges have been filed. The incident remains under 
investigation by the highway patrol.

09/21 - Republican Congressman Ralph Norman and his Democratic challenger Archie Parnell 
disagreed on tariffs, a border wall and potential drilling off the South Carolina coast during their 
first debate Wednesday. However, the pair stayed away from 40-year-old domestic violence 
accusations against Parnell. Norman defended the president's tariffs, saying other countries use 
them. But Parnell said tariffs raise prices for customers. He said it also creates situations like 
Element Electronics... a Fairfield County TV manufacturer that would have gone out of business 
had the government not given it a tariff waiver this week. Parnell criticized the president's push 
for a border wall and threats to shut down the government if Congress will not fund it. Norman 
said he supports opening up the ocean floor off the Carolinas to look for oil or natural gas. The 
two debated at the Kiwanis (ki-WAN-is) Club of Rock Hill.

09/23 - The Fort Mill School District is already collecting funds from their decision to raise 
impact fees earlier this year.  The third and final reading of the ordinance passed through York 
County Council back in July and they are now being sued by the Home Builders Associated of 
South Carolina, Sony Builders and Shea Homes.  Chuck Epps, Fort Mill Schools Superintendet 
said they will be paying for the defense. Epps said he is not a lawyer, but has been told by his 
legal team that they have a solid case and are abiding within the law.

09/24 - The Sheriff’s Office is investigating a fatal shooting at a residence in Lancaster County.  
The shooting happened just before 1:30 a.m. Monday on Maplewood Avenue.  Deputies said 
when they arrived on the scene, they found a male victim suffering from a single gunshot wound 
to the chest.  Lancaster County EMS responded and transported the victim to Springs Memorial 
Hospital.  Officials said the victim died while medical personnel were transporting him to 
Carolinas Medical Center in Charlotte.  Lancaster County Coroner Karla Deese later identified 



the victim as 44-year-old Jamey Randal McCants.  Officials said the person who fired the gun 
and all witnesses stayed at the scene. They said they also recovered what they believe was the 
handgun used in the shooting.  Sheriff Barry Faile said deputies did not take the person who fired 
the handgun into custody after interviewing witnesses about how and why the incident occurred.

09/26 - Former State Treasurer and reality TV show "Southern Charm" star Thomas Ravenel 
(rav-uh-NELL) has been arrested again. Charleston Police charged Ravenel with misdemeanor 
second-degree assault and battery after a former nanny said he forcibly fondled her and tried to 
take off her clothes. The woman called her family and took photos of her injuries after the 
incident... which she says happened in 2015. Bravo TV has released a statement saying Ravenel 
will no longer appear on its show. Ravenel was forced out as treasurer after his arrest for cocaine 
trafficking. He also pleaded guilty to a DUI charge in the Hamptons back in 2014.

09/26 - Georgetown County leaders say flooding headed their way may not be as bad as initially 
feared, but they are still preparing for the worst if needed. National Guard commander Robert 
Livingston notes homes are still being evacuated in Horry County... particularly in the Bucksport 
and Socastee (SOCK-uh-stee) areas. Livingston said in a video that the Guard will likely remain 
deployed for the foreseeable future. State emergency officials say nearly 2,000 homes were 
damaged by storms and flooding... including more than 1,000 which suffered "major" damage.

09/30 - Flooding caused by Hurricane Florence has caused an estimated $75 million worth of 
damage to South Carolina’s roads so far. The Post and Courier reports that’s according to initial 
estimates from the state Department of Transportation. Assessments continue as the waters 
recede.  The DOT says that federal disaster money should eventually cover most of that. The 
Federal Highway Administration approved $8 million last week in “quick release” emergency 
money to jumpstart repairs.

09/30 - Both houses of the state legislature return this week when they could take up a law 
aligning the state’s tax code with the federal overhaul, Republican Sen. Tom Alexander of 
Oconee says legislators have routinely updated the state tax code to align with any new federal 
rules since 1985.


