
Quarterly Programs and Issues 
2nd Quarter 2019 – WRHM & WVSZ

Programs:

WRHM/WVSZ provides local newscasts nine times each weekday. One-minute updates run on 
the half-hour, Mon-Fri, between 6 and 10am. In addition, longer newscasts air at 7:02 and 
8:02am and on the half-hour between 3 and 6pm. On Saturday, the longer newscasts air on the 
half-hour between 9am and 12noon.

Public Service Announcements are aired on a rotating basis, and are prerecorded. Some are 
voiced by members of the community. Public service announcements air daily.

The FM107 Community Calendars air on a daily basis, and are updated two to three times per 
week. Those calendars provide dates, time and phone numbers of events occurring in Lancaster, 
Chester, York and Chesterfield Counties. These programs air multiple times per day.

Critical Issues facing the region, covered by FM107 news during the quarter include:

04/01 - A lawyer representing Ran-I-ya Wright's family says they have been told little about 
what happened and what is going on. SLED has apparently now gotten involved in the 
investigation. Last word is that the other student involved in the fight is also a fifth grader and is 
suspended while the investigation continues.  

04/02 - Lancaster Police are questioning people in the investigation of a Monday shooting, but 
do not have the shooter in custody. A group of people who knew each other were near the 
shooting, and police do not believe the shooting was a random act of violence. The shooting 
occurred around 8:30 yesterday morning,  east of Lancaster close to the Buford community. No 
one else was injured.

04/02 - A former deputy with Chester County has been arrested and charged with misconduct in 
office and accepting a bribe. The Post and Courier is reporting that 32 year old Bryant Thorpe is 
accused of offering what they are calling "implied leniency" in exchange for sexual favors and 
explicit photographs from a woman being investigated. He was arrested on Friday. SLED says 
they were asked to investigate the case by the Chester County Sheriff's office.

04/04 - The funeral for University of South Carolina student Samantha Josephson - who was 
murdered by a man who she thought was an Uber driver, was held on Wednesday. Police say she 
entered his car thinking it was an Uber she requested through the app. Before the funeral, cousin 
of the family Seth Josephson says ride-sharing companies are cutting corners in order to make a 
profit .. and must include more safeguards for those who use their services.  South Carolina 
lawmakers are considering a bill that could require ride-share drivers to use illuminated signs to 
mark their cars. The bill has bipartisan support and would be named after Josephson.

04/05 - The S.C. House Thursday overwhelmingly approved a proposal for the state to help pay 
for expanded broadband internet access in poor S.C. counties. The move comes as healthcare 



providers gathered for a telehealth summit in Columbia. S.C. Gov. Henry McMaster, who has 
pushed telehealth as a means to close healthcare gaps in rural South Carolina, delivered the 
keynote address. More than a half million South Carolinians are being left out of the digital 
economy due to lagging rural broadband access, according to the latest federal data. Ten states 
have adopted similar legislation, including some in the Southeast.

04/08 - With a little over four weeks left on the clock, it's going to be a big week in the General 
Assembly. Wednesday is Crossover Day, that's the day a bill has to pass either the House or the 
Senate in order to be considered for the rest of the session. The big public education overhaul bill 
might be at risk. The House has passed it's version, but the Senate is still struggling with it's bill. 
The medical marijuana bill appears to be at risk of missing crossover day. It has yet to be voted 
on by the House or the Senate. The Tax Reform bill is also struggling. A couple of bills to 
restrict offshore drilling are also having some problems. The Fetal Heartbeat abortion bill might 
make it through the full House this year, but many observers don't think it will make it through 
the Senate by the end of the session.

04/08 - Governor Henry McMaster released a statement earlier today highlighting the significant 
fiscal and economical impact that a Panthers team headquarters would bring to the York County 
region and the state of South Carolina.  The Panthers have committed to investing a minimum of 
200 million dollars for the construction of the complex, which will be headquartered by 150 
employees and have an annual payroll of 190- million dollars.  The Department of Commerce 
conducted a 15 year cost benefit analysis, which estimates that the total net positive value to the 
state would be over 188-million dollars, which would result in just under a 3.8 billion dollar 
economic impact to the region and the state.  The upfront costs for the project are anticipated to 
be 40 million dollars to enhance an I-77 interchange. The complex would be modeled after the 
Dallas Cowboys' entertainment District,' The Star and is expected to to attract a state of the art 
sports medical facility along with top flight hotel and convention space, restaurant and retail 
facilities.   McMaster said the state is facing an extraordinary and transformative opportunity and 
asked that the Senate support the bill and join together in welcoming the Carolina Panthers to 
South Carolina.  

04/09 - Santee Cooper is firing back at Westinghouse over a lawsuit Westinghouse filed last 
week over equipment and parts left over from the failed nuclear reactor project. The state owned 
utility is calling the suit a “desperate money grab” by the bankrupt contractor. Westinghouse 
wants Santee Cooper to sell the equipment to the Southern Company which is still building a 
couple of reactors in Georgia. Southern Company is interested in some of the equipment, but 
their offer is only good for a couple more weeks. Westinghouse says Santee Cooper just doesn't 
want to share the proceeds of the sale with Westinghouse. The South Carolina owned utility is 
saddled with about $4 billion in debt because of the failed project.

04/10 - The Justice Department says they've busted up a one-point-two-billion dollar Medicare 
scam. U.S. Attorney for South Carolina Sherri Lydon says over 80 search warrants have been 
issued and 24 defendants have been charged across the country. Lydon said the defendants first 
pushed unneeded orthopedic braces through foreign call centers to hundreds of thousands of U.S. 
seniors. That scheme then grew to include other types medical equipment and medications. IRS 



Criminal Investigations Special Agent Matthew Line says the individuals charged concocted an 
"elaborate scheme" to exploit the U.S. healthcare system.  
04/11 - Carolina Panthers coach Ron Rivera and a few players came to the South Carolina 
Statehouse as lawmakers there consider tax breaks and other incentives to get the team to move 
their headquarters across the state line.  Rivera says he enjoyed yesterday's meeting although he 
did not to commit to where he'd like to see the team practice and locate its headquarters.  Rivera 
said several times that the Panthers mantra is two states and one team.  The Professional sports 
teams bill has been delayed in the Senate by Democrat Dick Harpootlian.  

04/15 - South Carolina is remembering Fritz Hollings today. The former Governor and US 
Senator will lie in repose today at the State House in Columbia. That goes on until 5 this 
afternoon and is open to the public. The funeral itself is tomorrow at The Citadel. Former Vice 
President Joe Biden and Gov. Henry McMaster are among the speakers. Hollings died April 6 at 
the age of 97.

04/15 - 2 million dollars has been raised by U.S. Senator Lindsey Graham's re-election campaign 
in the first 3 months of 2019.  That is the most he has ever raised in a single quarter for any 
campaign.  The $4.6 million the campaign reported on hand is one of the largest campaign war 
chests among Republican incumbents in the country.   The record-breaking haul by Team 
Graham comes just days after Vice President Mike Pence joined Senator Graham at Campaign 
Kickoff events in Myrtle Beach and Greenville on March 30.

04/16 - Weather officials are documenting the damage from Sunday's storms. They say it appears 
the worst of the damage happened in the Upstate to southern Greenville County. They say an 
EF1 tornado touched down in Simpsonville which had winds as high as 100 mph. A lot of power 
outage problems there, along with tree and building damage. A church in the area reported 
damage as well.  

04/17 - The South Carolina Senate are beginning their discussions on how the state should spend 
its nearly $9 billion budget for the upcoming fiscal year and lawmakers have said their priorities 
this year include providing salary increases for some of its state workers. The plan, approved 
earlier this month by the Senate Finance Committee, allows for nearly $1 billion more in 
spending than the last budget. Lawmakers said raising the pay of state workers was a priority, 
including allocating $159 million to increase the minimum starting teacher salary from $32,000 
to $35,000 and to give all teachers a 4% pay raise. The finance committee agreed to spend $41 
million to cover a 2% cost of living pay raise for state workers as well as $50 million to cover 
state employee health and dental insurance increases.

04/18 - It's down to the final four in the search for U.S.C.'s new president. The search committee 
has narrowed it down to four candidates, one who will take over the university after President 
Harris Pastides (pas-TEE-dees) retires at the end of July. John Strait Applegate who is the 
executive vice president for academic affairs at Indiana University, Robert Caslen Jr who is the 
University of Central Florida's senior counsel to the president and interim CFO, William Tate IV 
who is dean of the graduate school and vice provost for graduate education at Washington 
University in St. Louis, and Joseph Walsh Jr. who is vice president for research at Northwestern 



University. The finalists are scheduled to meet with students, faculty, staff and community 
leaders, April 22-25.

04/19 - A letter of resignation written by a young South Carolina teacher is resonating with 
others in her position after it went viral. Sariah McCall had been teaching for five years in 
Charleston County when she decided to quit last November. The Washington Post published the 
letter and spoke to McCall about what led to her decision. In the letter, McCall outlined long, 
unpaid work hours after the school day ended, unrealistic expectations, and a lack of time for 
planning or basic bodily functions like bathroom breaks. McCall, who has a master's degree, now 
lives in Savannah, Georgia, where she waits tables. She said the hours are shorter and the pay is 
better.

04/22 - The number of sexually transmitted diseases is on the rise in South Carolina.  That's 
according to a new study from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.  The study shows 
the number of chlamydia, gonorrhea and syphilis cases in South Carolina are the third highest in 
the country. The state ranks 5th for chlamydia cases and 4th for gonorrhea.  The study found 
both infections especially high among women.  State Department of Health and Environmental 
Control Dr. Tracy Murphy says it's unclear why there's an increase but he notes it could be due to 
differences in testing and screening.  Officials say the best way to stop the trend is advocating 
prevention methods, including abstinence, using condoms and limiting partners, which according 
to Health Testing Center most people aren't utilizing.

04/23 - The Lancaster County Sheriff’s Office said it arrested a man after searching his home 
and discovering a drug operation.  Investigators said Nicholas Brian Payne, 38, is facing a long 
list of drug-related charges.  They said they obtained a search warrant for Payne’s mobile home 
on Old Jefferson Highway and went there on Friday.  Deputies said Payne, a woman and six 
children were there at the time of the search, when they discovered 25 suspected acetaminophen 
and oxycodone hydrochloride pills, 14 alprazolam pills, marijuana, prescription medications, 
digital scales and $1,435 in cash.  Payne was charged with distribution of heroin, trafficking 4-14 
grams of schedule II acetaminophen and oxycodone hydrochloride, possession with intent to 
distribute schedule IV alprazolam, possession with intent to distribute marijuana and three counts 
of possession of a prescription drug without a prescription.   Investigators said no one else was 
charged and no one was hurt during the search.

04/25 - After five hours of debate, the S.C. House of Representatives passed a “fetal heartbeat” 
abortion ban Wednesday that would criminalize abortions after about six weeks, before many 
women know they are pregnant and before the fetus can survive outside the womb. Lawmakers 
voted, 70-31, mostly along party lines, for the controversial proposal. The bill has little chance of 
becoming law this year, as the Senate is unlikely to take it up with just seven working days left in 
the 2019 legislative session. The bill could be up for passage when the General Assembly 
reconvenes next year.

04/25 - The Chester County School District will be closing next week on Wednesday to let its 
teachers go to a Statehouse rally for education reform. Chester County School District 
Superintendent Angela Bain says the district had so many teachers ask for the day off 
Wednesday that she and the school board decided to close schools to support them. Bain said in a 



statement the day off will be made up at the end of the school year. South Carolina Education 
Department spokesman Ryan Brown says the agency hasn't heard of any other districts closing, 
but they don't have to immediate report that decision to the state. In a story we previously 
reported, teacher group SC For Ed is asking teachers to take the school day off and rally for 
higher pay, smaller class sizes and other education reforms.

04/28 - Medical marijuana has stalled in the South Carolina Senate. The State newspaper reports 
that the Compassionate Care Act has become bogged down in committee with a slew of late 
amendments. One drops the growing of weed from the bill. Another allows only medical oils and 
creams. The bottom line is debate over the measure will likely have to wait until next year.  

04/29 - One person was left dead after a two-car crash in Lancaster County Saturday night, 
according to South Carolina Highway Patrol. The South Carolina Highway Patrol said the wreck 
happened at about 5:10 p.m. Saturday on Lynwood Drive in Lancaster County. The two cars 
were a 2005 Nissan SUV and a 2014 Chevrolet 4-door car. The driver of the Chevrolet, a 
Lancaster resident, was driving south on Lynwood Drive. The Chevrolet driver drove left of 
center and hit the Nissan head on. The driver of the Nissan was taken to the hospital and later 
died of their injuries. The Lancaster County Coroner’s Office identified the driver of the Nisson 
as being 64 year old Janice Watts.

04/29 - Agents with the Federal Bureau of Investigation and South Carolina Law Enforcement 
Division spent nearly six hours at the Chester County Sheriff's Office on Monday.   Agents 
would only say they were conducting police activities. Sources told Channel 9 that cellphones 
were seized belonging to Sheriff Alex Underwood, Chief Deputy Robert Sprouse and Narcotics 
Commander Johnny Neal, as well as computer documents.  No other details have been released 
about why they were at the Sheriff’s Office.  An FBI spokesman said there would be no official 
comment on Monday's activities.   The sheriff has taken fire in the county over spending in his 
department and his interactions with other county leaders. He's also faced numerous lawsuits 
since taking office -- but what all or any of that amounts to legally -- remains to be seen.

04/30 - Attorneys for SCE&G's rate payers are objecting to a settlement over the failed VC 
Summer Nuclear project. The State newspaper is reporting the $2.2 billion settlement includes 
$115 million in potential refunds to customers, but also $63.5 million in attorney's fees. The 
objection says that's not enough for the customers and too much for the lawyers.  

04/30 - South Carolina's education superintendent won't support teachers rallying for better pay 
and smaller class sizes on a school day and said she will spend the day as a substitute teacher 
instead even as more school canceled classes. State Superintendent Molly Spearman said 
Monday she supports teachers advocating for needed changes in the state's education system. But 
she said a rally by thousands for teachers planned for Wednesday at the Statehouse isn't the way 
to do it. Spearman joins fellow Republican Gov. Henry McMaster and other GOP officials 
criticizing the rally, being sponsored by online teacher group SC for Ed. On Monday, two more 
districts decided to call off classes for Wednesday. Lexington-Richland District 5 and Colleton 
County School District. Dorchester County District 2 with 26,200 students near Charleston and 
Chester County schools with 5,100 students have already canceled classes for Wednesday.



05/01 - The abortion bill issue is really heating up in the state legislature. The State House passed 
the bill last week, and now it's the Senate's turn. The bill would ban abortions as soon as a 
heartbeat can be detected, and that can be as early as 6 weeks. But forces from both sides of the 
issue are seriously mobilizing, promising voters' wrath. There will also be ad campaigns and 
social media sweeps. Legislative observers say while the bill made have made it through the 
House okay, the Senate will be tougher. Previous abortion bills have stalled there before.

05/01 - Several school systems across the state are closed today because of the education rally 
being held on the State House grounds in Columbia. Some of the school systems, including a 
couple in Columbia didn't decide to close until yesterday, sending parents scrambling to find 
childcare at the last minute. Perhaps thousands of educators will be involved in the rally calling 
for better teacher pay and smaller class sizes. They are hoping lawmakers hear their demands. 
State School Superintendent Molly Spearman said Monday she supports teachers using their 
voice to advocate change, but she can't support teachers walking out on their obligations today.  

05/03 - The South Carolina Senate has decided to consider offers to sell the state-owned Santee 
Cooper. The Senate has been debating the issue for days. A final decision will have to wait for a 
few months until lawmakers reconvene to consider the best offer. Lawmakers have been trying 
to decide what to do with the state owned utility after the failed nuclear reactor project saddled it 
with about $4 billion worth of debt. They have been tossing round ideas and bills and proposals 
for the whole session. The House is expected to accept the Senate plan.

05/03 - One of the big stories this week was the huge teacher rally in Columbia calling for 
changes in education in the state. Now we learn the education reform package now in the Senate 
is going to have to wait...State lawmakers say time is running out for this session and there's lots 
of work left to do on the education bill. It's going to have to wait until the fall session. It appears 
lawmakers heard the message sent by teachers this week, and many are committed to passing a 
bill. They just know a final bill can't be put together overnight. Teacher pay is one of the biggest 
issues. South Carolina teachers don't even get the southeastern average, which is the lowest 
average in the nation. Lawmakers are looking at a 4% increase which would bring it up to the 
average. The problem of class sizes is also an unresolved problem.  

05/06 - The task of seating a jury for a high-profile murder case isn't going as well as the judge 
would like. Jury selection began last week in the case of Timothy Jones, who's accused of killing 
his five children five years ago. Only 16 potential jurors were chosen, which is far short of the 50 
or so the judge would like for the jury pool.  

05/07 - A man was taken into custody after a York County SWAT team swarmed a home 
Tuesday morning in Clover. Trent Faris, with the York County Sheriff's Office, said the situation 
started around 2 a.m. when officers were called after the suspect allegedly assaulted his girlfriend 
and stole a car. According to our television news partner channel 9 Eyewitness News, Officers 
spotted the vehicle on Walnut Street but the man went inside a home and refused to come out, 
telling police he had a rifle. The SWAT team and negotiators were called and the suspect 
eventually surrendered peacefully around 7:30 a.m. Faris said nobody else was in the house and 
nobody was hurt. Some neighbors had to be evacuated from their homes temporarily while 



negotiators worked to get the man to surrender, Faris said. Further charges will be pending. 
Deputies had Walnut Street blocked at Hampshire Lane during the incident.

05/07 - According to a report, six people were arrested and over 150 grams of heroin were seized 
after a two-home Lancaster County drug raid.  The bust took place Friday along Flat Creek Road 
and is the third largest narcotic-opioid drug bust in Lancaster County history with the heroin 
ranging between 35 and 45 thousand dollars. Oxycodone, guanfacine, marijuana, scales, cash 
another drug paraphernalia were also seized.  DarrenHudson, Heather Hudson, Justin Carter, 
Ja’Kevion Cauthen, Patrick Long andAutumn Vinson all received drug related charges.  The six 
were released on bond, according to court records.

05/08 - A South Carolina sheriff and two deputies angered by a man videotaping a police 
investigation jailed him for three days, created a fake police report, tried to destroy his cellphone 
and lied to the FBI about it all, according to federal indictments. Chester County Sheriff Alex 
Underwood, his Chief Deputy Robert Sprouse and Sheriff's Lt. Johnny Neal Jr. were charged 
Tuesday with several counts ranging from civil rights violations to lying to police. A large crowd 
gathered at the Chester County Courthouse Wednesday morning as Donald "Max" Dorsey was 
sworn in as interim sheriff. He will serve as sheriff until Underwood is convicted or acquitted, 
until the indictment is disposed of, or until a new sheriff is elected in the next general election. 
An emotional Dorsey told our television news partner Channel 9 Eyewitness News that he wants 
to bring the community together and restore trust. Underwood is the 12th South Carolina sheriff 
indicted or accused of criminal activity connected to their job in the past decade. Underwood, 
Neal and Sprouse will have their first court appearances May 21.

05/09 - South Carolina lawmakers have passed a bill that gives the state more oversight over the 
state's 20 electric cooperatives. The bill passed the Senate 42-0. It already passed the House so 
now all it needs is the Governor's signature. The bill was sparked by an investigation by The 
State newspaper that said the Tri-County Electric leadership was enriching themselves with high 
pay and expensive benefits and perks.  

05/10 - A sheriff's arrest means a Chester County man and his mother are in the clear. 
Prosecutors yesterday dismissed charges against Fort Lawn's Kevin and Ernestine Simpson after 
they were arrested last year for disorderly conduct and resisting arrest.They were arrested after 
they filmed an exchange near a crash scene with Sheriff Alex Underwood and posted it on 
Facebook. The arrest was determined to be illegal, and Underwood was indicted this week for 
falsifying documents to make the arrest look legit.

05/12 - Dozens of people are working to repair damage inside their townhomes after flooding 
during Saturday’s storms destroyed their property.  One resident at the Dalton Ridge Apartments 
in Lancaster said that at one point, the floodwater in her living room was nearly waist deep.  
Some neighbors said they are concerned they have no where to go.  Tenants told Channel 9's 
Stephanie Tinoco their parking lot has flooded a bit in the past, but never caused damage to this 
extent.    Management said they are assessing every unit that was damaged, but they could not 
say how long it will take to restore everything. They said tenants have the choice to stay in their 
units since the upper level was not affected.



05/15 - An increasing number of hepatitis A cases in Aiken County and other parts of South 
Carolina has led the S.C. Department of Health and Environmental Control (DHEC) to define the 
spread of the disease as a statewide outbreak.  Hepatitis A is a contagious liver infection caused 
by a virus that is typically transmitted through person-to-person contact with someone who has 
the infection or through eating or drinking food or water contaminated by an infected person. 
Most people who contract hepatitis A feel sick for several weeks, but they usually recover 
completely and do not have lasting liver damage. People usually become sick within two to six 
weeks after being exposed, and symptoms include nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, stomach pain or 
yellowing of the eyes and skin.   This statewide outbreak coincides with the national hepatitis A 
outbreak that began?in 2016. During the past 10 years, South Carolina averaged 19 reported 
cases of hepatitis A annually. So far, most cases have occurred in Aiken County, and almost half 
of all cases involve individuals who report drug use.

05/16 - The Lancaster County Council passed the first reading of the proposed county budget for 
fiscal year 2019-2020. The $98,677,120 county budget is a $4,694,901 increase from the 
previous year’s budget. The second hearing of the budget and a public hearing will be May 28, 
and the third reading will be June 10. The county proposes a millage increase of 7.75. One mill 
equals $1 for each $1,000 of assessed valuation. That money would go to the general fund, 
capital improvement fund, county debt, USC-L and courthouse security. The original budget 
proposal for fiscal year 2019-2020 includes a 2.5% cost of living adjustment for employees 
salaries. The budget includes money to pay for a $500 holiday bonus for all full-time employees 
and part-time employees working more than 20 hours a week. The budget proposal increases 
several fees, including road improvement fees and recreation rentals.

05/16 - A prom night turned to panic in Lancaster when a man and a woman were shot at a prom 
afterparty.  Witnesses told police it started as a fight and led to gunfire. According to WRHI’s 
news partners at Channel 9, off-duty probation officer was at that party Saturday night, working 
security. It’s not clear at this point whether that officer encountered the shooters.  The owner of 
‘In the Kut,’ where the party was held, said he broke up a fight that started inside and made 
everyone leave. Authorities said that’s when the shooting started - probably involving multiple 
guns.  The owner said he and the probation officer ducked behind a car when the shooting began. 
A man and a woman - who have not been identified by authorities - were hospitalized with minor 
injuries. Several buildings and two vehicles were also hit by gunfire. Cameras at a nearby 
business captured at least part of the fight, but that video has not been released publicly. No 
arrests have been announced in the case.

05/16 - A 33 year old Kershaw County man was sentenced to 20 years in federal prison after 
pleading guilty to possession with intent to distribute crack cocaine, methamphetamine, heroin 
and marijuana; being a felon in possession of a firearm; and possession of a firearm in 
furtherance of a drug trafficking crime. Ike Mitchell was arrested by local police two years ago 
and was released on bond, but he vanished until federal officials tracked him down in January of 
last year.

05/17 - A Lancaster teen has been charged after two adults were hurt in a shooting following an 
after-prom party early Sunday morning in Lancaster County, according to Doug Barfield, 
spokesperson for Lancaster County Sheriff’s Office. Jairus Jikee Vinson, 19, is charged with 



attempted murder and discharging a firearm into an occupied building. The victims were a 22 
year old  woman and a 19 year old man. The woman received a bullet wound to her cheek and 
the man was grazed in the back by a gunshot. Their injuries were not believed to be life-
threatening, and the victims were not identified by police Vinson is also facing drug charges.

05/19 - The South Carolina General Assembly will reconvene today to take up issues such as the 
state's budget...Santee Cooper and the Professional Sports Teams Bill that could bring a Carolina 
Panthers team headquarters to York County.  Two 'Panthers'  bills made their way through the 
Senate before Assembly dismissed two weeks ago.  The bills were then married together in a 
House-Senate subcommittee with a unanimous 6 to 0 vote last Thursday.  The bill is expected to 
pass with no issue and head to the desk of the Governor for his signature where he is expected to 
sign it.  

05/20 - A man accidentally fatally shot his 23-year-old daughter as she was trying to enter the 
family home early Sunday morning.  Investigators said Nadeja Jermaineque Pressley was 
coming home around 1:15 a.m. when she was shot through the door by her father, who thought 
an intruder was trying to get inside, WYFF reported.   The Greenville County Sheriff’s Office is 
investigating the shooting.

05/21 - South Carolina Senator Lindsey Graham says U.S. House efforts to investigate President 
Trump following release of the Muller report a political circus. Graham appearing on Fox News 
called for an end to demands for Donald Trump Junior and White House counsel Don McGahn 
to testify. Graham has come under fire for his handling of the House investigation  

05/22 - The prosecution has rested its case in the death penalty trial of a South Carolina father 
charged with killing his five young children. Prosecutor Rick Hubbard told the judge the state 
had called its last witness when the trial resumed Wednesday morning. The judge then called a 
break as Timothy Jones Jr.'s defense prepared its case. His lawyers are expected to argue that he 
is not guilty by reason of insanity. More than 30 prosecution witnesses were called, describing 
how Jones admitted to killing the five children, ages 8, 7, 6, 2 and 1, in their Lexington home in 
August 2014. Jurors also heard Jones' confession, listening to him describe how he became 
enraged when one child broke an electrical outlet.

05/23 - The Chester County Council voted unanimously to file an ethics complaint against 
County Supervisor Shane Stuart at its meeting this week. The move came after it was discovered 
that Stuart unilaterally approved a more than $20,000 raise for then-Sheriff Alex Underwood and 
four other top deputies in the department in November 2016. Under South Carolina law, a raise 
for an elected official must be approved by the county council. This past Monday, council 
members said the four other raises had to be approved because they altered the budget for the 
sheriff’s office. In his defense, Stuart said he consulted with the county attorney and believed 
that he could approve the raises because it was within the budget for the sheriff’s office. The 
council voted to have the council’s vice chairman, Joe Branham, handle the matter with the 
assistance of an outside attorney, since the county attorney reports to Stuart in his role as County 
Supervisor.



05/24 - Authorities in South Carolina have charged a man with killing his daughter, whom he 
mistook for a potential intruder. The Greenville County Sheriff's Office says 43-year-old 
Jermaine Pressley faces charges of murder, possession of a weapon during a violent crime and 
three counts of felon in possession of a firearm, in addition to drug charges. Deputies said 
officers responding to the shooting early Sunday found heroin and cocaine in Pressley's 
Greenville home. The coroner's office says the gunfire fatally wounded 23-year-old Nadeja 
Jermainequa Pressley. Pressley is being held in the Greenville County Detention Center. It's not 
immediately clear if he has a lawyer.

05/28 - $9 million in available revenue is just sitting there in an escrow account. Untouchable for 
the moment. At least until a lawsuit is resolved regarding the legality of the fees charged to 
homebuilders in the Fort Mill School District. The school impact fee case brought against York 
County related to Fort Mill school district fees could be decided by mid-October. Shea Homes, 
Soni Construction, Home Builders Association of South Carolina and Home Builders 
Association of York County in September filed a lawsuit against South Carolina, York County 
and seven current or recent York County Council members. Their lawsuit contends  the county-
approved Fort Mill school impact fee increase from $2,500 per residence to more than $18,000 
per home and $12,000 per apartment would harm builders financially. They also say it serves as 
a de facto moratorium on homebuilding and is based on unconstitutional state law. Council 
members have since been dismissed from the lawsuit. Judge Daniel Hall on May 23 issued an 
order outlining steps for that case. The parties agreed to a non-jury trial.

05/29 - South Carolina Gov. Henry McMaster's promise to cooperate with state lawmakers if 
they worked in good faith with him is continuing through his budget vetoes. The governor 
Wednesday rejected just 28 items worth $41 million from South Carolina's $9 billion budget. In 
his veto message, McMaster said most of the items were requests lawmakers made without 
saying exactly where the money was going. The previous two governors often clashed with the 
Legislature and used their budget vetoes to admonish their spending priorities. But McMaster 
and his staff reached out to key lawmakers and collaborated. One big veto rejected $11 million 
for the Judicial Department for a case management system. McMaster says money needs to be 
spent on a system that can work with all parts of the criminal justice system.

05/30 - South Carolina officials are strongly encouraging residents to avoid outdoor burning 
amid a heightened threat of wildfires.  The South Carolina Forestry Commission issued a 
statewide Red Flag fire alert on Wednesday. It said low humidity and elevated drought 
conditions over the next few days combined with dry fuels could cause fires to spread rapidly.  
The commission also encouraged crews using heavy equipment near woodlands to be careful 
about sparks that could start wildfires.  The elevated fire risk is also present in North Carolina, 
where winds will be strongest Thursday afternoon.

06/02 - The Upper Palmetto YMCA Friday morning held the groundbreaking ceremony of their 
CrossRidge Center location in Indian Land.  Executive Director of the Upper Palmetto YMCA 
Moe Bell said the Baxter YMCA has 14-thousand members...but they expect Indian Land to 
have more. Crossridge Center COO Ben Cerullo said they were both excited to welcome the Y 
and to make an announcement about the company. The YMCA hopes to finish construction on 
their new facility by Fall of 2020.  They are also looking to build a water park on the site.



06/04 - The South Carolina Department of Public Safety says Trooper Paul Wise, was treated 
and released from the hospital and in good spirits and resting at home with his family. Wise was 
shot Sunday evening following an attempted traffic stop. The suspect, 27 year old Willie Bernard 
Wright, of Gaffney, started firing at the tropper after he crashed his car and was struck by gunfire 
as well. Sixteenth Circuit Solicitor Kevin Brackett said Monday that he had been briefed by State 
Law Enforcement Division agents investigating the shooting and that SLED has received 
warrants against Wright charging him with attempted murder, possession of a weapon during a 
violent crime, failure to stop for a blue light, and possession of a weapon by a person convicted 
of a crime of violence.

06/04 - A jury found a South Carolina father guilty of murder Tuesday in the deaths of his five 
young children, allowing prosecutors to seek the death penalty.  The Lexington County jury 
considered the case for about six hours over two days before returning the five guilty verdicts for 
murder against Timothy Jones Jr., who showed no reaction.  Now that same jury will return 
Thursday to begin hearing evidence from prosecutors who will portray Jones as a selfish, evil 
father who decided after killing one child that all his children should die instead of ending up 
with his ex-wife and should be executed for his crimes.

06/06 - Thomas Anthony Southerland, age 38, of  Lancaster, was arrested for drug and weapons 
offenses Tuesday, June 4, 2019, after the execution of a search warrant at his home.  Criminal 
investigators and agents of the Lancaster County Sheriff’s Office Drug Task Force went to the 
home after receiving information that a person wanted on outstanding warrants was at the 
property.  Southerland was home and allowed officers to search for the wanted man, who was 
not found.  However, the officers observed what they suspected to be illegal drugs inside the 
home and obtained a search warrant for the property.  During the search agents found suspected 
Heroin, Cocaine, Methamphetamine ,Marijuana,  a smoking pipe, and digital scales.  They also 
found a 12 gauge shotgun and a .22 caliber semiautomatic pistol and $3,339.00 cash. 
Southerland was taken to the Lancaster County Detention Center. He appeared before a 
magistrate Wednesday morning, and bond was denied.

06/09 - According to County spokesperson Trish Startup...York County Manager Bill Shanahan 
has submitted his resignation.  Back in May he was one of four finalists for the  Administrator 
job in Richland County and a year ago was a finalist for Administrator in Beaufort County, but 
did not get either job.  Shanahan has worked for the County in his position for almost 6 years.  
His resignation will be addressed at the Council meeting on June 17th.

06/11 - Looks like we have new voting machines. The panel put together to evaluate and choose 
the state's new voting machines has chosen the Election Systems and Software ExpressVote 
voting system. The machines will let you vote, then they print out a paper ballot which a 
computer will scan and tally your vote. The panel has been working for six months to decide on 
which machines to go with. The Executive Director of the State Election Commission says the 
new system will, in his words, greatly enhance the security and resilience of our election process. 
The new machines should be up and running by January.



06/12 - 25 year old Michael Anthony White was arrested in Chester County after a high-speed 
chase through downtown Chester Monday night. White has a burglery warrant on him from 
Baltimore. The chase occurred while the city of Chester and areas close to the city limits had 
extra police officers nearby as local, state and federal authorities were investigating a series of 
shootings. Chester County Sheriff Max Dorsey said that deputies had developed information that 
White was in their area. White is believed to have relatives in Chester.

06/12 - 170 workers will be losing their jobs this summer when Ellet Brothers closes it's Chapin 
facility in August. The company is a firearms distributor. Its parent company, United Sporting, 
declared bankruptcy on Monday. The 85 year old company said in it's filing that Donald Trump's 
victory was part of their problem, according to CBS. Gun sales have dropped since Trump was 
elected. Gun sales tend to go up when Democrats are in office out of fears for more gun control. 
A lawsuit though claims the company failed because of mismanagement of company funds.
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06/14 - Timothy Jones has been sentenced to death for the murder of his five children back in 
2014. It took the jury about an hour and 45 minutes to reach a consensus on the sentence, after it 
took them about 6 hours to find him guilty in the case last week. Jones murdered all five of his 
children, ages 1-8, beating one of them to death and strangling the rest. He stuffed the bodies into 
trash bags and dumped the bodies in Alabama several days later. After the trial prosecutors said 
that five little babies got justice.

06/18 -   Former Vice President Joe Biden speaking at a forum in Washington DC said that if he 
is the Democratic nominee, he'll carry South Carolina, as well as North Carolina, Georgia, and 
maybe Texas and Florida. South Carolina Republicans don't agree with his prediction. 
Meanwhile...A new poll of 2020 Democratic candidates in South Carolina is out.

06/19 - It appears the criminal investigation into the failed VC Summer nuclear construction 
project is still going on, almost two years after the plug was pulled on the project. The State 
newspaper is reporting that federal prosecutors are interviewing Former Santee Cooper chief 
executive Lonnie Carter in the case. The investigation is looking into what Santee Cooper 
officials knew about the problems leading up to failed project and when they knew it. The paper 
says it appears that Carter is not a target of the probe, but is more likely a cooperating witness.  

06/20 - The Clover school board approved a $93.3 million budget Monday that includes a new 
starting salary for teachers of  $40,000 starting in 2019-20. All other Clover school district 
employees will see a 4% raise next school year. Other York County districts have also increased 
starting teacher pay. Fort Mill teachers will make a minimum of $40,250 in 2019-20, Rock Hill 
school district has raised the first-year teacher salary to $40,000. First-year teachers in Chester 



County will make a minimum of $38,851 starting in 2019-20 and York Preparatory Academy 
approved raising their new teacher pay to $40,000 per year.

06/20 - Rock Hill continues to be a stop for 2020 Presidential candidates.  Democratic 
Presidential hopeful Bernie Sanders will hold a town hall at Clinton College, Sunday afternoon.  
Star of the Lethal Weapons films Danny Glover will also make an appearance...according to the 
college.  Sanders made a visit to Winthrop University along with Hillary Clinton and Martin 
O'Malley back in 2015.  The South Carolina Democratic Party kicks off their convention 
weekend on Friday, which coincides with U.S. Representative Jim Clyburn's World Famosu Fish 
Fry.  The town hall will be held in  the John. W. Martin Gymnasium on Crawford Road starting 
at 3 p.m.

06/23 - This year, the Confederate flag won't temporarily be raised at the South Carolina 
Statehouse to mark the day it was permanently taken down. A group calling for racial fairness - 
Showing Up for Racial Justice Columbia - has a permit to rally on the capitol grounds July 10. 
The South Carolina Secessionist Party has raised a Confederate flag on a temporary flagpole the 
past three years to protest the date the rebel banner was permanently removed. Showing Up for 
Racial Justice Columbia founder Sarah Keeling told The State newspaper she applied for the 
permit the minute it was available so the Secessionist Party couldn't gather. Officials review 
requests to hold events in part to prevent conflicts with other groups. The Secessionist Party may 
not have shown up. The group has splintered in the past year.

06/24 - South Carolina is projecting a 1,200% increase in hemp farming acreage, as the state 
looks to join in on the booming market with others in the region. The Post and Courier reports 
South Carolina has 113 permitted growers this year planting about 3,300 acres, up from 20 
growers and 256 acres last year. The increase is attributed to the 2018 Farm Bill, which removed 
limitations on hemp cultivation. Some say the market for hemp is growing exponentially and 
could expand into the textile and biofuel industries. Most of the hemp demand stems from the 
popularity of CBD oil. With five years in the hemp-farming business, Kentucky has 1,035 
approved growers and the region's largest acreage, at 6,700.

06/25 - South Carolina lawmakers are back at the Statehouse today for one more time in 2019 to 
take up Gov. Henry McMaster's limited vetoes of the $9 billion state budget. Both House and 
Senate leaders expect lawmakers to be heading back home before the sun goes down. The 
governor worked with legislative leaders on the state's spending plan, so they were in agreement 
on big items like $159 million on teacher raises, $65 million on a new fund to help attract 
businesses to the state's poorest school districts and $67 million set aside so every income tax 
filer can get a $50 rebate check.

06/26 - Two of the Carolinas' most prominent American Indian tribes are battling over 
geography and lucrative gambling turf. The Cherokee in North Carolina, with two casinos 
established in the mountains, say their opponents should stay in their own state to the south. The 
Catawba of South Carolina argue such state boundaries are artificial and shouldn't affect their 
effort to gain a foothold in the industry. The  Catawba are hoping to revive previously failed 
efforts to build a casino in North Carolina just 35 miles (56 kilometers) northwest of the Catawba 
reservation, specifically along Interstate 85 in the Charlotte suburb of Kings Mountain, where 



they say they have a historical and legal claim to land. Powerful U.S. senators from both states 
are backing them, but their efforts may not be enough. A bill they've sponsored in Congress has 
drawn fierce opposition from lawmakers in North Carolina, where the Cherokee tribe - one of the 
state's most prolific campaign donors - already runs two successful casinos in the far western 
region of the state.
06/26 - Chester County School District leaders signed an agreement with the Chester County 
Sheriff’s Office and the county to increase the number of school resource officers in the district 
this week. The agreement signed on Monday, states that certified officers from the sheriff’s 
department will serve five schools -- Chester High School, Lewisville High School, Great Falls 
Middle and High School, Chester Middle, and Lewisville Middle. Private security officers will 
still be used to serve schools where needed. Under the agreement, effective until June 30, 2021, 
the county and the school district will each pay $127,338 a year to cover salaries and benefits for 
five officers. The agreement automatically renews on July 1, 2021, for one year.

06/27 - Plans for a big education overhaul in South Carolina are being firmed-up. State 
lawmakers are under a lot of pressure from teachers' groups and others to pass an education 
reform bill. A bill in the last session fizzled out. Now The State newspaper is reporting that the 
senator who heads the education committee says the goal is to have a bill on the Senate floor for 
a vote in January. Senator Greg Hembree says he hopes to wrap up the writing of a bill in 
committee before November and debate it in the full Senate the first two weeks in January. South 
Carolina teachers are still up in arms about low pay and poor working conditions. It peaked in 
May with some 10,000 teachers and supporters showed up at the State House for a protest.

06/27 - A public meeting is being held tonight in North Augusta to talk more about making a key 
element for nuclear weapons at the Savannah River Site.  The Dept of Energy is proposing 
making plutonium pits at a closed facility at the Savannah River Site near Akin. A pit is the core 
of a nuclear weapon. It looks a little like a baseball made out of plutonium. Tonight's meeting is 
to get public opinion about what to include in a draft for an environmental impact statement, a 
required step in the process of approving the plant. The plant could bring some 2000 jobs to the 
area, but environmentalists and anti-nuclear protestors are fighting it.

06/28 - Georgia-based Shaw Industries is shutting down its facility in Clinton, laying off about 
120 people, and is moving the work to two South Carolina prisons where corrections officials 
say about 50 inmates will be employed. The company says the laid-off workers will be able to 
apply for jobs at other Shaw facilities. This is the second time this year Shaw has shut down a 
South Carolina facility. Shaw produces carpeting and flooring.  


