
Quarterly Programs and Issues 
4th  Quarter 2021 – WRHM & WVSZ

Programs:

WRHM/WVSZ provides local newscasts nine times each weekday. One-minute updates run on 
the half-hour, Mon-Fri, between 6 and 10am. In addition, longer newscasts air at 7:02 and 
8:02am and on the half-hour between 3 and 6pm. On Saturday, the longer newscasts air on the 
half-hour between 9am and 12noon.

Public Service Announcements are aired on a rotating basis, and are prerecorded. Some are 
voiced by members of the community. Public service announcements air daily.

The FM107 Community Calendars air on a daily basis, and are updated two to three times per 
week. Those calendars provide dates, time and phone numbers of events occurring in Lancaster, 
Chester, York and Chesterfield Counties. These programs air multiple times per day.

Critical Issues facing the region, covered by FM107 news during the quarter include:

10/01 - Two days after a federal judge decided that South Carolina’s ban on school mask 
requirements discriminates against medically fragile students, the state Supreme Court disagreed, 
in a ruling that won’t change the week’s events. Federal law trumps state law, so the U.S. 
District Court ruling allowing school districts to require masks is the binding one. Within an 
hour, South Carolina education officials sent out a memo telling districts that Thursday’s state 
decision changed nothing.

10/03 - A group of Indian Land parents have come together to help teachers and school support 
staff in the six schools in this area feel appreciated. Many people have heard of adopting a 
senior. The concept is the same but this time, it is to adopt a teacher and support a staffer. The 
idea of the group is to adopt a teacher or school support staff member to give them gifts.

10/04 - A special South Carolina House committee considering drawing new districts based on 
the 2020 U.S. Census is holding its final meeting to gather public comment this week. Attention 
will now turn toward finishing the new maps of U.S. House and state Senate and House districts 
that must be approved by the General Assembly and will likely also face a court review.
Candidates will need to have those new districts in place before filing for the 2022 primaries and 
election begins in March. Both chambers have leaned toward using the 2010 criteria, which 
allowed up to a 5% difference. The House’s redistricting committee meets 4:30 p.m. Monday at 
the Blatt Building at the Statehouse to listen to the public both in person and online.

10/04 - The Lancaster school district is warning parents about a new TikTok challenge presented 
to students. It’s called the “Slap a Teacher” challenge and it happened Friday to an elementary 
school teacher in Lancaster County. According to the district, an elementary school student 
struck a teacher in the back of the head. In recent weeks, schools dealt with incidents of 
vandalism from the “devious lick” challenge where students were encouraged by peers to break 
or steal stuff at school - often in the restroom. The latest challenge encourages students to slap a 



teacher or staff member and run before being caught committing the assault. Lancaster Schools 
says they have “punished multiple students” for engaging in these TikTok challenges.

10/05 - South Carolina Gov. Henry McMaster wants lawmakers to set aside $300 million in 
federal COVID-19 relief money and surplus money to pay for the first segment of a long-desired 
interstate link between Interstate 95 and Myrtle Beach.McMaster on the opportunity. The full 60 
miles of new freeways and upgrades will cost $1.6 billion. The first segment of I-73 would run 
from I-95 in Dillon County south of Latta to U.S. Highway 501.

10/05 - The first female bishop for the Episcopal Diocese of South Carolina has been ordained in 
Charleston. Rev. Ruth Morse Woodliff-Stanley was ordained and consecrated as bishop on 
Saturday. She is the first woman to hold the position. She will lead 31 churches in the Eastern 
half of South Carolina as bishop, representing over 7,500 members.

10/06 - By the end of this year, the Catawba Indians will have 1000 slot machines. Work has 
begun to add 500 gaming machines to the Two Kings Casino gaming facility in Kings Mountain, 
according to a press release last week. The new machines will be in the same type of 
prefabricated modular structures as the existing facility and will be attached to the current casino. 
The 24/7 facility that opened in July is the first phase of the planned $273 million Two Kings 
Casino Resort. Work on a larger “temporary” casino building nearby is scheduled to begin by 
year’s end and take about a year to finish.

10/07 - The South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control reported 834 
newly-confirmed COVID-19 cases on Wednesday. Additionally, there are 444 newly listed 
probable cases. Since the pandemic started, South Carolina has had 698,517 confirmed positive 
cases of the virus. There are 46 more confirmed deaths that have been reported, bringing the total 
number of confirmed COVID-19-related deaths in South Carolina to 11,082.

10/07 - Taxpayer subsidized broadband expansion projects are a mixed bag of good news and 
bad news. A project expanding broadband availability in South Carolina is moving forward. 18 
internet service providers are working on the 30-million-dollar project for 19 rural counties in the 
state. The State Newspaper reports an estimated 400,000 South Carolinians do not have fast 
internet access. The South Carolina Department of Commerce gave 65-million-dollars for 
economic development in eligible counties. All projects receiving state funds are on schedule to 
be completed by October of 2022.

10/10 - Friday night in Lancaster County, an armed man was shot along with a deputy being 
wounded in a shootout. Just south of Charlotte in the Court at Redstone apartments in 
Indianland.  The names of the deputy who was hurt and the man who was killed have not been 
released yet by the Lancaster County Coroner's office. The deputy was shot in the lower body 
and had serious injuries but is expected to recover while the other man died at the scene. 
The shots were exchanged when Lancaster County deputies were serving a search warrant for a 
missing persons case.

10/11 - One person is in jail and another dead after an argument turned deadly Saturday 
afternoon in Lancaster, S.C. Police were called to the 2300 block of Caroline Court around noon. 



There, they found 38-year-old Takeisha Massey had been shot multiple times. According to 
police, Curtis Townsend, 21, is believed to have shot Massey during an argument before 
throwing the gun and hiding in an outside trash can. He was located and taken into custody. 
Massey was taken to MUSC-Lancaster with life-threatening injuries, where she later died.

10/13 - Two civil rights groups are suing South Carolina for a delay in redistricting maps. The 
suits were filed by the N-Double-A-C-P and the American Civil Liberties Union. They want 
judges to set a timeline for maps to be drawn and not to allow elections until the new districts get 
approval. Lawmakers say a budget provision preventing districts from passing mask 
requirements in schools caused a delay.  

10/14 - Lowcountry attorney Alex Murdaugh has been charged in connection with 
misappropriated funds from a wrongful death settlement for the family of his longtime 
housekeeper, State Law Enforcement Division agents say. Murdaugh is charged with two felony 
counts of obtaining property by false pretenses, SLED spokesman Tommy Crosby said.
Agents with SLED and the Florida Department of Law Enforcement took Murdaugh into 
custody Thursday morning upon his release from a drug rehabilitation facility in Orlando. The 
charges stem from a SLED investigation into the settlement funds in the death of Gloria 
Satterfield. Murdaugh was booked into Orange County Corrections where he will be held until 
he receives an extradition hearing. Upon extradition being granted or waived, he will be brought 
back to South Carolina to receive a bond hearing.

10/18 - A state legislative panel charged with drawing the boundaries of South Carolina’s 
Congressional and Senate districts for the next decade will take public testimony on maps 
submitted by outside groups. Their hearing this Thursday follows a series of statewide public 
listening sessions where residents weighed in on redistricting, the once-a-decade process by 
which state lawmakers use Census Bureau data to redraw the lines of South Carolina’s 124 
House, 46 Senate and seven U.S. Congressional districts based on population. The maps, which 
the Senate redistricting panel has uploaded to its website, include submissions by the NAACP’s 
Legal Defense Fund, the League of Women Voters of South Carolina and officials from 
Democratic parties in Greenville, York, Newberry and Aiken counties according to The State 
newspaper in Columbia. Civil rights groups last week filed a federal lawsuit challenging what 
they called the South Carolina’s Legislature’s “unnecessary delay” in drawing redistricting maps, 
arguing it created “prolonged uncertainty” for voters and candidates ahead of the March 2022 
candidate filing deadline.

10/20 - A JUDGE  DENIED BOND TUESDAY FOR ATTORNEY ALEX MURDAUGH ON 
THE SECOND SET OF CHARGES HE HAS FACED SINCE FINDING HIS WIFE AND SON 
DEAD LAST JUNE. THE JUDGE SAID HE WAS DENYING BOND BECAUSE OF 
MURDAUGH'S FINANCIAL RESOURCES AND UNSTABLE MENTAL HEALTH. DICK 
HARPOOTLIAN IS ALEX MURDAUGH'S ATTORNEY. MURDAUGH IS ACCUSED OF 
MISAPPROPRIATING MILLIONS OF DOLLARS IN FUNDS.... OWED TO THE FAMILY 
OF HIS DECEASED HOUSEKEEPER. IN ADDITON TO THE DEATHS OF HIS FAMILY, 
POLLICE SAY MURDAUGH ATTEMPTED A SUICIDE BY HIRE SCHEME TO PASS ON 
INSURANCE MONEY TO HIS SURVIVING SON.



10/20 - The embattled former Chester County supervisor, facing multiple drug manufacturing 
and trafficking charges, was scheduled to appear in court Wednesday. According to Attorney 
General Alan Wilson, a hearing in Kenneth Stuart’s case was scheduled for yesterday at the 
Chester County Courthouse before Judge Eugene Griffith. Instead, Stuart advised he decided to 
get a new attorney, thereby canceling the planned Wednesday hearing as well as a scheduled 
Oct. 25 trial start. Last September, Stuart was charged with two counts of manufacturing 
methamphetamine, one count of trafficking meth/ice/crank/crack cocaine, one count of criminal 
conspiracy and one count of misconduct of office.

10/22 - Leading South Carolina Republican lawmakers are dismissing allegations they are taking 
too long to draw new congressional and legislative districts, arguing that legal action should be 
held off until new lines are actually drawn. The response came in a filing this week by attorneys 
for state House Speaker Jay Lucas and the chairmen of two House committees presiding over the 
process. It’s part of a lawsuit filed recently by two civil rights groups against Gov. Henry 
McMaster, state election officials and leading lawmakers over the yet-to-be-redrawn district 
boundaries. Candidates are required to file to run for the 2022 races by the end of March, but the 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People and the American Civil Liberties 
Union allege time is running out for potential candidates to research the new districts and settle 
any lawsuits.

10/25 - South Carolina’s social services agency says it is now paying more money to providers in 
the program that subsidizes child care for low-income families. The state’s Department of Social 
Services announced Wednesday that the agency has set up a new reimbursement rate structure 
for the SC Voucher program. The rates are now set based on the actual age of a child in the 
program, as opposed to what age group the child is in. The agency says the rate increase means 
families in the program will save money by covering fewer tuition expenses. The new 
reimbursement structure may also help child care providers who have struggled financially 
during the pandemic.

10/25 - The Lancaster County Sheriff’s Office is investigating a shooting that occurred in 
Kershaw last evening.  At 5:56 p. m. deputies were dispatched to East Richland Street where 
they found the victim behind the wheel and alone in a black 2015 Ford Escape.  The victim is a 
27-year-old male Kershaw resident.  He had an apparent gunshot wound to his head.  Deputies 
removed him from the car and rendered aid until Lancaster County Emergency Medical Services 
and Kershaw Fire Rescue personnel arrived and took over his care.  The victim was transported 
to the landing zone at North Matson Street and Kershaw Camden Highway and was flown to a 
medical facility for treatment.  He remains hospitalized in critical condition.

10/26 - Two men were shot on N. Gregory Street in the city of Lancaster shortly after 8 p.m. 
Monday. A vehicle was struck while parked near the residence where the shooting happened. 
Shell casings and other evidence were located in the roadway. The victims were taken to a 
nearby medical facility with non-life-threatening injuries. This shooting happened just a few 
blocks away from the shooting incident that occurred Friday night. It is unknown if the two cases 
are related. This incident is under investigation by the Lancaster Police Department.



10/28 - A man was shot in the 2200 block of Pardue Street shortly after 6 p.m. Tuesday, October 
26. The victim was flown to a nearby medical facility to be treated for a gunshot wound to his 
upper body. This is the third shooting incident in a week. Detectives do not believe the three are 
connected. This incident is under investigation by the Lancaster Police Department and members 
of the Lancaster County Multijurisdictional Violent Crime Task Force.

10/28 – The Department of Justice announced that it has reached an agreement in principle to 
settle the civil cases arising out of the June 2015 Mother Emanuel AME Church mass shooting in 
Charleston. These settlements will resolve claims by 14 plaintiffs arising out of the shooting. 
Plaintiffs agreed to settle claims alleging that the FBI was negligent when it failed to prohibit the 
sale of a gun by a licensed firearms dealer to the shooter, a self-proclaimed white supremacist, 
who wanted to start a “race war” and specifically targeted the 200-year-old historically African-
American congregation. For those killed in the shooting, the settlements range from $6 million to 
$7.5 million per claimant. For the survivors, the settlements are for $5 million per claimant. The 
parties have been in litigation since 2016, including before the district court and the federal court 
of appeals.

10/29 - Gov. Henry McMaster announced his idea Thursday in Great Falls of putting $500 
million of federal COVID-19 relief money toward fixing and improving water systems across the 
state, with priority given to rural and smaller systems. , saying a modern clean drinking water 
and sewer system is vital to both citizens and to bring in businesses. The $500 million is part of 
about $2.4 billion in pandemic relief money that the state can spend. The General Assembly will 
make the final decision on where the money goes. Senate and House committees discussing the 
relief money have brought up the idea of water system building and repair, but with a big 
difference - requiring local systems to also put up money for the effort.

10/31 - South Carolina Attorney General Alan Wilson has announced that he will be joining a 
lawsuit aimed at blocking the requirement for federal contract workers to get vaccinated against 
COVID-19. The lawsuit was filed by Georgia’s governor and its University System Board of 
Regents. “This is not about whether vaccines are a good idea,” Wilson said. “I’m fully 
vaccinated and I encourage anyone who can to get it. But the way the Biden administration went 
about this is unconstitutional and I’m sworn to uphold the Constitution. No one designated 
President Biden as King Joseph the First.” Attorney General Wilson says, “that under the Tenth 
Amendment of the U.S. Constitution, powers that are not delegated to the United States are 
reserved for the States or the People. Neither Article II of the U.S. Constitution nor any act of 
Congress authorizes federal agencies of the executive branch to implement the Contractor 
Mandate.

11/01 - You've no doubt noticed gas steadily got more expensive over the month of October. Just 
in the past week gas has jumped up a few cents, but that only tops off a rise that could be 
considered drastic. GasBuddy is reporting the state has an average of of $3.17 per gallon while 
the national average is at $3.38. The average is nearly 26-cents higher than a month ago, but 
$1.34 more than this time a year ago. Still there are places to save a little. Gassbuddy says the 
least expensive gas in the state can be found in Duncan -- in Spartanburg County. At least one 
station there has it for less than $2.80. And there's a little more good news according to Triple-
A... demand for gas has been dropping nationwide, helping slow the increase in prices just a bit.



11/02 - The Better Business Bureau is warning consumers to watch out for Medicare and ACA 
cons during the special enrollment period. Unfortunately, the coronavirus pandemic left many 
Americans unemployed - and uninsured. To give people a chance to sign up for health care 
coverage, the U.S. federal government has opened Medicare.gov from October 15, 2021 - 
December 7, 2021. Healthcare.gov is open from November 1, 2021 to January 15, 2021. 
Unfortunately, scammers often see open enrollments as a chance to trick people out of money 
and personal information.

11/04 - The South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control reported 298 
newly-confirmed COVID-19 cases on Wednesday. Additionally, there are 183 newly listed 
probable cases. Since the pandemic started, South Carolina has had 721,558 confirmed positive 
cases of the virus. There were 27 more confirmed deaths that have been reported, bringing the 
total number of confirmed COVID-19-related deaths in South Carolina to 11,927.

11/04 - Representative Ralph Norman releases a statement regarding the extension of the consent 
order for New Indy, which was granted last Friday by the South Carolina District Court. New 
Indy and the EPA have been working together for months to help finalize a plan to address the 
emissions from the Catawba facility. Norman said although strides have been made by both 
parties, the public deserves to know when a final order will be issues and a consent resolution is 
reached once and for all. He said he is beyond angry at the problem and doesn't like this being 
slow walked through the legal process, and will continue to put pressure on the parties until the 
issue is resolved.

11/09 - Officials with the South Carolina Law Enforcement Division say there was an 
“alarming” increase in violent crime in the state in 2020. On Monday afternoon, SLED officials 
released the 2020 crime report in which they reported that the rate of murders in the state 
increased 22.1% with aggravated assaults up by 10.1%. The data compiled for the report come 
from sheriff’s departments and police departments across the state. Authorities said property 
crimes continued to decrease except for arson which “alarmingly” increased 22.7% after steadily 
declining in 2018 and 2019. The report states that property crimes dropped 5.9% in 2020 when 
compared to the previous year. It is the ninth consecutive year the number of property crimes 
have declined, SLED officials said. According to SLED, gangs, drugs and criminal’s access to 
guns continue to play a significant role in the violence that the state is seeing.

11/10 - More than 100 jobs and a 22 million dollar investment is coming to Lancaster County. A 
new manufacturing plant was approved by Lancaster County Council which gave approval for 
the tax agreement for the unnamed compnay. It was was listed as Project Arrowhead. The 
company will purchase more than 100,000 square feet of industrial building space on 20 acres at 
Quality Drive in Lancaster. The company will pay for its machinery and equipment, including 
the building itself, which has been vacant for 4 years. The projected pay per hour is $23. A fee in 
lieu of tax agreement was offered to the company by council which would cut its property tax 
rate over the span of 25 years.

11/11 - South Carolina Gov. Henry McMaster requested that the state superintendent of 
education “immediately begin a comprehensive investigation into the presence of obscene and 
pornographic materials in public schools in South Carolina.”



McMaster referred to “pornographic material” found in Fort Mill Schools in a letter to 
Superintendent Molly Spearman. Parents notified McMaster about a book called “Gender Queer: 
A Memoir” by Maia Kobabe. He said school officials should have “revealed” the book contains 
“sexually explicit and pornographic depictions, which easily meet or exceed the statutory 
definition of obscenity.” McMaster said he is worried there is more material like that in the 
public school system.

11/14 - The House Judiciary Committee is set to meet tomorrow [Tuesday] to discuss maps of 
the 124 House districts released November 8th. Senate Judiciary Committee Chair Luke Rankin 
saying Friday he expects to send maps of the 46 Senate districts to the Senate floor by the end of 
November. Both chambers will likely meet in December in a special session to approve House 
and Senate maps, and likely U.S. House maps not yet released publicly.

11/16 - A massive project coming to Indian Land has a familiar developer name attached to it. 
The Exchange—the name of the Indian land project—has the same developer as Waverly—a 
Charlotte development off Providence Road and Ardery Kell Road. The project is 158 acres in 
total, but the company plans to use only 130 acres to accomplish their mixed used land goal. 
Developers Crosland Southeast already turned this land into a mix use zone with county council 
approval back in October. Sketches show a grocery store will be at the center of the land. Retail 
spaces in four different sections alongside the highway will be filled with restaurants and 
shopping. More than 700 apartments are also included in the plan so people can both live and 
play in the same place. The plan also includes some road upgrades.

11/17 - A South Carolina House committee on Tuesday approved a proposed map to shape the 
state’s House districts for the next decade. The House Judiciary Committee voted 21-2, with two 
members abstaining, to advance the new map of 124 districts to the full chamber. The approval 
comes just over a week after the plan was first published, and after a group of lawmakers spent 
time earlier this year gathering public comments statewide. Lawmakers drew the maps using 
2020 U.S. Census data. Last year’s Census found that South Carolina grew by 10.7% in the last 
decade to more than 5.1 million people. But the state didn’t grow evenly, with many of its 
500,000 new residents located along the coast, York and Lancaster counties, or around 
Greenville. Twenty-four of the state’s 46 counties, nearly all rural, saw their populations drop.

11/18 - The South Carolina House will return to Columbia to meet in a special session about 
redistricting in early December. House Speaker Jay Lucas said the House will first meet at 2 p.m. 
Dec. 1 with the primary focus on approving the new state House, Senate and U.S. House districts 
based on 2020 U.S. Census data. The chamber may also be in session on Dec. 2 and Dec. 6 if 
necessary. The Senate hasn’t announced the dates it might meet in special session, but they are 
expected to gather in early December too because that would leave three months for legal 
challenges about the new maps to be resolved before filing for the new districts in the 2022 
elections begins in March.

11/19 - The South Carolina Senate is scheduled to return next month to the Statehouse for a 
special session where lawmakers are expected to address redistricting. Senate President Harvey 
Peeler said senators will meet Dec. 6 at 1 p.m. The House will also return in early December, 
with House Speaker Jay Lucas announcing that the primary focus will be on approving the new 



state House, Senate and U.S. House districts based on 2020 U.S. Census data. The December 
session would leave three months for legal challenges about the new maps to be resolved before 
filing for the new districts in the 2022 elections starts in March.

11/22 - South Carolina attorney Alex Murdaugh was indicted Friday on 27 additional charges, 
with prosecutors saying he stole nearly $5 million in settlement money he had obtained for his 
dead housekeeper, an injured state trooper and other people and fees meant for his law firm. 
There are still no charges in the shooting deaths of Murdaugh’s wife, Maggie, and son, Paul, in 
June which began what has led to six investigations into Murdaugh, his family and his finances. 
These state investigations are ongoing. Murdaugh remains in jail with no bond.

11/23 - During Monday’s monthly board meeting, the Chester County District Board of Trustees 
voted unanimously to approve the administration’s request to provide loyalty bonuses for all 
CCSD staff members. Full-time employees will receive $500 and part-time employees will 
receive $300. This is an effort by the District to show gratitude to faculty and staff and to boost 
morale during the pandemic. Last year the district gave similar bonuses to all staff during the 
holiday season and Superintendent Antwan Sutton complimented the staff on the hard work they 
have shown this year and said he is thrilled to be able to offer the same this year.

11/24 - A 12-year-old girl has been missing from her Lancaster County home since Friday night, 
according to deputies. Lancaster County Sheriff’s Office is asking the public for help in finding 
Iris Dariela Alvarado Betancourt. She was with her family at her home on Dana Court in Indian 
Land Friday night, but was missing from her room at 7 a.m. Saturday, according to deputies. 
Family members and friends have communicated with Iris since she went missing but were 
unable to determine her location. Deputies say it is believed Iris was picked up by a person she 
calls Oscar and describes as her boyfriend and they might be headed to the northeastern United 
States. Iris is described as a Hispanic female who stands 5 feet, 1 inch tall, and weighs 140 
pounds. She was last seen wearing shorts and a baggy shirt but likely took other clothes with her. 
Iris has long brown hair but might have cut and dyed her hair.

11/24 - Shortly after 3 p.m. today, two men were shot near the basketball court on Pardue Circle. 
One victim was taken by EMS to a nearby medical facility, where he was later pronounced 
deceased. The second victim was flown to a different medical facility with life-threatening 
injuries. His condition is unknown at this time. This incident is under investigation by the 
Lancaster Police Department and members of the Lancaster County Multijurisdictional Violent 
Crime Task Force. There is currently no other information available at this time. Anyone with 
information on this incident or any other investigation should contact the Lancaster Police 
Department.

11/26 - Three House Republicans are proposing a sweeping bill that would change what entities, 
including schools and private businesses, can teach and discuss. H. 4605, also known as 
“Freedom from ideological coercion and indoctrination,” would regulate what goes on at any 
entity that receives state funding, grants, or tax exemptions, including public and private schools, 
colleges and universities, nonprofit organizations, state contractors, and private businesses. Reps. 
Lin Bennett, R-Charleston, Mike Burns, R-Greenville, and Cal Forrest, R-Saluda, are sponsoring 



the pre-filed bill, which will officially be introduced when lawmakers return to Columbia in 
January for their regular legislative session.

11/29 - After receiving an organized  letter from state representatives and community leaders 
regarding unfair working conditions, GITI tire in Richburg, has responded with a statement of 
their own. The plant started by saying they are proud to call South Carolina home and are proud 
to provide an array of jobs to Chester and York County residents. GITI says they welcome input 
from area leaders but said they hope others will be quote "Diligent in confirming the facts and 
evaluating items coming from parties outside of their operations who are providing fals and 
misleading information." They also commented that they recognize this is part of an organzied 
union led effort. The company also claimed they were able to provide a salary increase for many 
after operations ramped up after they reopened from COVID. 

11/30 - Duke Energy is giving a historically Black South Carolina university $150,000 in 
scholarships to help train and educate new nuclear engineers. South Carolina State University 
said that money will provide about 15 scholarships over three years in its nuclear engineering 
program, which is the only undergraduate one of its kind in the state, interim university President 
Alexander Conyers said. The money from the Duke Energy Foundation is intended to strengthen 
the utility’s relationships with historically Black colleges and universities and bring more diverse 
talent into the company.

12/01 - A federal judge has blocked the federal government from requiring healthcare workers to 
be vaccinated against COVID-19. Officials with the South Carolina Attorney General’s Office 
said federal Judge Terry A. Doughty in the U.S. District Court Western District of Louisiana 
sided with Attorney General Alan Wilson in a lawsuit challenging the mandate. According to the 
Attorney General’s Office, while the rule is blocked, the government cannot force healthcare 
workers to get vaccinated. However, hospitals and private employers can still require 
vaccinations on their own. South Carolina is one of 14 states suing to stop the mandate, arguing 
that President Biden does not have the authority for the mandate because, among other things, it 
violates the Tenth Amendment, which reserves to the states or to the people any powers not 
expressly given to the federal government, the attorney general’s office said. Wilson said the 
fight is not about vaccines but about the President following the law.

12/01 - A Chester County mother charged with fatally shooting her 6-year-old son on 
Thanksgiving had been hunting deer before the child was shot, according to law enforcement 
documents. Mary Amelia Rosborough, 31, of Chester, was arrested Thursday after her son died 
of a gunshot wound at a home in the Blackstock community, Fairfield County Sheriff Will 
Montgomery said. Rosborough had shot a deer on Thanksgiving about an hour before her son 
was shot with a .243 caliber deer rifle, according to a Fairfield County Sheriff’s Office incident 
report. Rosborough was trying to reload the gun after the child was shot but was tackled by her 
brother, the report stated. Rosoborough was booked Friday and remains in the Fairfield County 
jail without bond. She is charged with murder and possession of a weapon during a violent 
crime. She was denied bail in a magistrate court hearing over the weekend, records show.

12/01 - At an awards ceremony Friday, November 19, 2021, in Myrtle Beach, Lancaster County 
Sheriff Barry S. Faile received the 2021 Jackie Swindler Award for Ethics and Excellence in 



Law Enforcement presented by the South Carolina Law Enforcement Officers Association 
(SCLEOA). Sheriff Faile has spent his entire 32-year law enforcement career with the Lancaster 
County Sheriff’s Office.  He began as a patrol deputy and progressed through the ranks of 
criminal investigator, narcotics investigator, Multijurisdictional Drug Task Force commander, 
patrol captain, chief deputy, and now sheriff for the last 13 years.  

12/03 - Today the state legislature will vote on a redistricting plan that will give York County 1 
additional House . The plan, which has been criticized for favoring Republicans and incumbent 
politicians at the expense of voters, passed 96-14.Today it requires a final vote and must then be 
adopted by the senate. Based on returns from the 2020 presidential election, South Carolina’s 
voters are 55 percent Republican, 43 percent Democrat and roughly 1.5% third party.  The 
Palmetto state added about 500,000 people according to the 2020 census. and major changes 
were necessary to make sure all districts had about the same number of people. . Three of the 
fastest growing counties in the state, Charleston, Horry and York - would add seats taken from 
areas where population has increased.

12/06 - World Health Leaders named the Delta variant a "variant of concern" 7 months after it 
was discovered, while it only took 17 days for the Omicron variant to receive the same 
designation. South Carolina Public Health Director Dr. Brannon Traxler explains it's partly 
because of the high number of mutations and says this new variant could lead to a transition from 
pandemic to endemic - meaning COVID-19 would be a regular disease with predictable effects 
in particular regions. In the meantime, she says every positive case in the Palmetto State is being 
scrutinized to look for omicron. She says it will be a couple of weeks before controlled lab tests 
show how omicron responds to current vaccines, but real life evidence will take much longer.  

12/08 - A panel of South Carolina lawmakers advanced a proposal Tuesday to ban COVID-19 
vaccine mandates for state and local government employees, contractors and public school 
students. The bill considered by a House Ways and Means subcommittee would effectively make 
such vaccine mandates illegal for public state or local employees, contractors and first 
responders. Under the proposal, school districts would not be able to require students to get the 
shots either. The drafted bill would also bar private companies from suspending or firing 
employees who do not get the vaccine, though it does allow for those employers to require 
weekly testing to abide by any federal mandates. The legislation would offset costs for those 
employers by giving $10 million to the Department of Health and Environmental Control and the 
Medical University of South Carolina to conduct weekly tests.

12/09 - 28 South Carolina business associations oppose a bill that would keep private businesses 
from mandating COVID vaccines for employees. One of them is the South Carolina Chamber of 
Commerce. The group of 28 urges the General Assembly to support free enterprise and reject 
what it calls an unprecedented step against private business operations. A House subcommittee 
passed a bill Tuesday to prevent private businesses from firing or suspending unvaccinated 
workers.

12/10 - Governor Henry McMaster is responding after a committee passed a vaccine mandate 
ban bill to the House. McMaster stated after an unrelated event on Wednesday that the decision 
to get vaccinated should be up to each individual and not decided by federal or state law. South 



Carolina’s House Ways and Means Committee has approved a measure to send an expansive 
coronavirus vaccine mandate ban bill to the House floor. The US Senate passed a resolution 
Thursday to repeal President Biden’s vaccine mandate on private companies. The mandate 
would require companies with more than 100 employees to require all employees to be 
vaccinated against COVID-19 or be tested weekly. Senate Republicans argued that while they 
consider the vaccine important, they believe the mandate is unconstitutional. The resolution will 
now pass to the House where Republican lawmakers need a solid number of Democrats to join 
them in forcing a vote on the measure.

12/13 - The American Red Cross of South Carolina is sending help to Kentucky after killer 
tornadoes touched down there over the weekend. 4 disaster workers with the American Red 
Cross of South Carolina are in Kentucky helping with tornado relief. And more may be sent as 
the need develops. They're helping make sure everybody has a safe place to stay, food to eat, 
emotional support and critical relief supplies. Meanwhile, The South Carolina Blood Connection 
is asking for donations to aid people hurt by tornadoes over the weekend.

12/14 - A judge set bond Monday morning for Lowcountry attorney Alex Murdaugh along with 
several conditions in connection to 21 new charges filed against him last week. State Grand Jury 
Presiding Judge Alison Lee set a $7 million surety bond for the Lowcountry attorney. With that, 
Murdaugh would be required to be monitored with GPS, remain under house arrest, surrender his 
passport and waive extradition if he leaves the state. Lee said Murdaugh will also need substance 
abuse counseling and random drug testing at a residential facility within the state. The bond 
covers a total of 48 charges Murdaugh faces from multiple state grand jury indictments. The 
judge did not allow the media to record or stream the bond hearing.

12/15 - Crews were called to a school bus crash Wednesday morning in Indian Land. According 
to a notification from the Lancaster County School District, the crash happened on U.S. 521 
north of Indian Land High School. The district’s transportation director said it appears no 
students or the driver were seriously injured.

12/16 - Rows were packed with family members as a man accused of killing two people while 
driving drunk in Lancaster faced a judge in court. The judge denied bond to 34-year-old Quinton 
Harris, saying he wasn’t a flight risk but is a danger to the community. Investigators say Harris 
was driving drunk with two children in his backseat when he allegedly ran a red light and 
crashed into another car with two men inside 22-year-old Luis Gomez-Roman and 23-year-old 
Luis Hernandez-Gomez, inside. The two men, died at the scene.

12/16 - It was a busy morning at the York County Government Center in York before they even 
opened for business this morning. A police chase began in Chester County and ended at the 
Moss Justice Center with York Police and York County Sheriff's Deputies assisting Chester 
County Sheriff's with a pursuit out of their jusidiction. According to the Chester County Sheriff’s 
Office, a resident spotted a reckless driver, later identified as 48-year-old Kyla Lashann Clayton, 
around 8:10 a.m. Thursday. Authorities said the resident started following Clayton and called 
911. During the call, Clayton pulled over, fired several shots at the resident and sped off, 
according to law enforcement. When Clayton passed the Chester County Sheriff’s Office, 
deputies followed her and began a traffic stop. As the deputies approached her car, she drove off 



and a chase began, authorities said. “During the pursuit, Clayton struck a vehicle near the 
intersection of Dawson Drive and Lowry’s Highway before continuing north into York County 
at speeds greater than 120 mph,” according to the Chester County Sheriff’s Office. Authorities 
said the driver maintained high speeds during the chase, passed a school bus and ran several 
vehicles off the road. After the chase, three handguns, a rifle and two bags of ammo were found 
in the vehicle. There were no injuries or shots fired at law enforcement officers. Clayton was 
placed under arrest.ene. Harris was charged with two counts of felony DUI resulting in death and 
child endangerment. The families of two men killed in the crash have been pushing for justice, 
and on Wednesday - they had the opportunity to do so in court. The prosecution shared new 
details also looking for a bond denial.

12/17 - New maps for U.S. House seats released by a South Carolina House committee differ 
significantly from boundaries drawn up by the Senate, as the two chambers try to carve out seven 
congressional districts that reflect the state’s rapid growth in the past decade. The House’s 
redistricting committee heard public testimony on its initial proposal Thursday after releasing the 
maps earlier in the week. Some speakers who criticized the Senate maps said the House’s plan 
does a better job of keeping the district competitive. South Carolina’s new maps must account 
for the 500,000 new people the state added in the past decade to reach a total population of 5.1 
million, according to the 2020 Census. But that growth was uneven, as people flocked to coastal 
areas while rural areas saw populations drop. The House’s version moves the boundaries of the 
2nd District, currently represented by Republican Joe Wilson, out of Richland County. 
Democratic U.S. Rep. Jim Clyburn’s 6th District would instead share the county with the 5th 
District, represented by Rep. Ralph Norman.

12/20 - With COVID cases continuing to rise, school districts are considering having students 
stay home after the winter break and do remote learning as a precautionary step to stop potential 
mass-spreading. The Chester School district said it wants to try to prevent a spike in cases when 
students return to the classroom after the holidays are over. It is coming from experience. That 
District is making the move to not have a repeat of last year. Last school year, cases jumped from 
14 to 48 when students came back. For context, cases only went up from 10 to 18 after 
Thanksgiving break. So, Jan. 5 through 7 will be remote days for students.  SCDHEC said the 
best mitigation strategies are still wearing masks, social distancing and getting vaccinated. The 
agency recommends everyone age 5 and up get vaccinated before the holidays start.

12/22 - South Carolina Attorney General Alan Wilson Tuesday joined a multi-state lawsuit 
against President Biden’s COVID mandates involving the Head Start program. The suit, led by 
Louisiana Attorney General Jeff Landry, takes aim at requiring masks on toddlers and COVID-
19 shots for staff and volunteers in Head Start Programs. Head Start provides much-needed 
resources to underserved children and their families. The program provides early childhood 
education and resources, including diapers, to families. The states allege that the Head Start 
Mandate is beyond the Executive Branch’s authority and violates the APA’s Notice-and-
Comment Requirement, the Congressional Review Act, the Nondelegation Doctrine, the Tenth 
Amendment, the Anti-Commandeering Doctrine, the Spending Clause, and the Treasury and 
General Government Appropriations Act of 1999.



12/22 - The former top executive for the contractor hired to build two South Carolina nuclear 
reactors that were never finished won’t face criminal charges, new court documents show. 
Former Westinghouse CEO Danny Roderick was previously a subject of the federal investigation 
into the failed multibillion project and is now a government witness, according to the records 
unsealed last week that were first reported by The Post and Courier. The documents indicate 
Roderick could testify against his former employee Jeff Benjamin, a fired Westinghouse vice 
president who is facing multiple federal felony charges tied to the 2017 debacle that cost 
ratepayers and investors billions and left nearly 6,000 people jobless.

12/27 - Police are investigating what they believe is a homicide that happened Christmas 
morning in Lancaster. Officers were called to check out a car running with no one inside around 
7:30 a.m. off East Dunlap Street. They found 41-year-old Marico Stevens of Lancaster with a 
gunshot wound. They were pronounced dead at the scene. Anyone with information should call 
the Lancaster Police Department at 803-283-1171, the Special Operations Unit at 803-283-1174 
or the Anonymous Tip Line at 803-289-6040.

12/28 - A series of mild earthquakes rumbled across central South Carolina on Monday, 
according to the U.S. Geological Survey, rattling windowpanes and disrupting wildlife but 
causing no apparent injuries or major damage. It was one of about two dozen minor quakes to 
affect the state this year. About 2:30 p.m, the 3.3-magnitude quake registered in Kershaw County 
near Elgin, about 25 miles northwest of Columbia. People reported feeling tremors throughout 
the Columbia area and as far away as Lexington, about 40 miles southwest of the epicenter, the 
U.S. Geological survey said. To the northeast, the earthquake was apparently felt at least as far 
away as Camden, with some scattered reports ranging even farther. About three hours later, a 
quake with a magnitude of 2.5 struck in the same area as the first, according to the U.S. 
Geological Survey. Just before 6:30 p.m., a third earthquake of 2.1 magnitude was confirmed.

12/29 - A shopping center in Indian Land now has a new owner. MPV Properties out of charlotte 
announced three recent million dollar sales across North and South Carolina. The biggest, is 
more than 4.3 million-The Southend plaza on Charlotte Highway across from Sun City. The 
property and shopping center all total spans 17,400 square feed. The Overland Group was the 
buyer with Grisham Family LLC is the new owner. The sale is more than twice what the 
property last sold for in 2018 at 1.8 million. Within three miles of this plaza there are more than 
15,000 built, proposed or under development residences there in Indian Land. 

12/30 - South Carolina lawmakers heard public testimony Wednesday over a proposal to redraw 
the state’s U.S. House districts that scales back the sweeping changes suggested in an earlier 
map. The South Carolina House released the new proposal for the state’s seven districts last 
week. The 2020 U.S. Census saw more than 500,000 people added to the state. But that growth 
was uneven, as people flocked to coastal areas and rural areas saw populations drop, so 
lawmakers now have to retool district boundaries. The House’s suggested map doesn’t 
significantly redraw the boundaries of the state’s existing districts and resembles a proposal put 
forth by a Senate committee last month. Early analysis shows the state would likely continue to 
elect six Republicans and one Democrat to the U.S. House with those districts. But the map is a 
marked departure from the House’s initial proposal, released earlier this month.



12/31 - One man dies and another hospitalized after a fire at a home in Chester County. It 
happened just outside of Great Falls at the 5600 block of Brooklyn rd near the Catawba River. 
The man who died was identified as Vertis Gladden, 57. A woman who was at the home with 
Gladden was hospitalized in Lancaster and remains there. The fire started on the porch with the 
cause still undetermined by the Chester County fire marshall and remains under investigation. 
The incident is also being investigated by the South Carolina Fire Marhsall's Office. 

12/31 - The South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control is reporting nearly 
6,000 combined new COVID-19 cases in one day. South Carolina reported 3,354 newly-
confirmed COVID-19 cases on Thursday. Additionally, there are 2,557 newly listed probable 
cases. Since the pandemic started, South Carolina has had 767,188 confirmed positive cases of 
the virus. There were nine more confirmed deaths that have been reported, bringing the total 
number of confirmed COVID-19-related deaths in South Carolina to 12,640.


