
Quarterly Programs and Issues 
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Programs:

WRHM/WVSZ provides local newscasts nine times each weekday. One-minute updates run on 
the half-hour, Mon-Fri,  between 6 and 10am. In addition, longer newscasts air at 7:02 and 
8:02am and on the half-hour between 3 and 6pm. On Saturday, the longer newscasts air on the 
half-hour between 9am and 12noon.

Public Service Announcements are aired on a rotating basis, and are prerecorded. Some are 
voiced by members of the community. Public service announcements air daily.

The FM107 Community Calendars air on a daily basis, and are updated two to three times per 
week. Those calendars provide dates, time and phone numbers of events occurring in Lancaster, 
Chester, York and Chesterfield Counties. These programs air multiple times per day.

Critical Issues facing the region, covered by FM107 news during the quarter include:

As state lawmakers consider helping South Carolina farmers after last year's rains and floods time is 
running short for growers to know if help is coming for spring planting. In a published report, South 
Carolina Agriculture Commissioner Hugh Weathers told The Times and Democrat of Orangeburg that 
timing now is critical. With lawmakers on break this week, Weathers says the measure will be considered 
in the Senate next week and says he will stress to lawmakers how critical the help is. The bill would 
provide a total of $40 million for farmers to buy seed and plant this spring. Each grower could apply for 
grants of up to $100,000 or equal to 20 percent of their loss. South Carolina's farmers lost $375 million 
worth of crops during last fall's historic rains.

A judge denied bond Friday for Stevie Breland, who is accused of fleeing the scene of a fatal Chester 
County crash on I-77 in February. Breland, 58, is charged with hit-and-run involving death and is accused 
of fleeing the scene of the Feb. 8 deadly crash near mile marker 59 on I-77. Investigators determined a 
purple tractor-trailer struck a Ford Explorer, sending it crashing into the median and overturning. The 
truck continued north on I-77. Deputy 6th Circuit Solicitor Julie Hall said Breland, a commercial truck 
driver from Charleston, was driving a load from Charleston to a distribution center near Charlotte when 
the crash occured. Portions of a purple bumper were left at the scene, and Hall said troopers with the S.C. 
Highway Patrol combed through surveillance footage from businesses and weigh stations between 
Charleston and North Carolina to catch a glimpse of the truck. Surveillance footage at the North Carolina 
distribution center showed Breland’s truck arriving without a front bumper, Hall said. Hall said Breland 
even falsified his trucking log to reflect that he was in Charleston instead of Chester County at the time of 
the crash. However, the truck is equipped with a device that indicated it was involved with an impact at 
the time the crash was reported, and the vehicle’s GPS showed Breland was at the crash location at that 
time. Before denying bond for Breland, Judge Henderson said he was “disturbed” by the lengths Breland 
went to cover up the crash.

Hundreds of residents from the River Hills neighborhood of Lake Wylie listened Tuesday night as state 
and local officials tried to ease their concerns about lead levels in their water.  Carolina Water Systems 
provides water to that area... and its franchise agreement with York County expires in January.  The 
county council can extend that agreement or vote to let the county take over the water system.  State 
Senator Wes Hayes says the Bi-State Water Commission he serves on can get involved in the issue.



A top aide to Attorney General Alan Wilson explored ways to discredit special prosecutor David Pascoe 
personally, politically and professionally, according to emails obtained by The State newspaper. 
According to published reports, Wilson’s deputy chief of staff Adam Piper, sent an email late last week to 
the chairman of the S.C. Republican Party, asking state chairman Matt Moore to consider using the state 
Republican Party to besmirch Pascoe. Pascoe, a Democrat, was appointed by Republican Wilson to 
investigate allegations of criminal wrongdoing by legislators at the GOP-controlled State House. 
However, last week, Wilson said he was firing Pascoe. The email gives a rare glimpse into how political 
operatives plot no-holds-barred strategies as controversies unfold involving top political officials. 
Wilson’s office has appointed 5th Circuit Solicitor Dan Johnson to be special prosecutor in Pascoe’s 
place. But Johnson has rebuffed the appointment for the time being, saying he wants to see how the 
Supreme Court rules in the case.

A homicide investigation is underway in Lancaster County after the body of a Fort Mill man was found in 
a wooded area Tuesday, officials said. According to published reports, Randy Tran, 20, was found dead in 
a wooded area on Little River Trail in Indian Land just before 9 p.m., according to Tony Broome of the 
Lancaster County Coroner’s Office. His cause of death was not available and autopsy was pending. The 
Lancaster County Sheriff’s Office is investigating.

Edgefield County Senator Shane Massey was elected majority leader Wednesday by his Republican 
colleagues... succeeding Cherokee and York County Senator Harvey Peeler... who announced Tuesday 
that he is stepping down.  In a statement... Massey says real progress will only be made in South Carolina 
if lawmakers have the courage... vision and determination to change the status quo.

A South Carolina state senator is proposing a bill that would restrict people from using public bathrooms 
or changing areas unless they are of the same biological sex as others using the facility.  Senator Lee 
Bright of Spartanburg introduced the legislation Wednesday.  The bill would amend state law to prevent 
local governments in the state from passing regulations allowing people of the opposite biological sex to 
publicly access bathrooms or changing areas, where people may be in "various states of undress."  That 
change, if applied, would mean that transgender persons would have to use a facility of their biological 
sex, and not the gender that they identify with.  A recently passed bill in North Carolina restricting 
bathroom access has caused a firestorm of criticism there, with major corporations threatening to end 
business in the state unless the measure is repealed. The North Carolina bill contains language that would 
seem to allow further restrictions on transgender rights that are not included in the current South Carolina 
bill.

A state Senate committee has advanced a plan that would forgive most of financially-recovering South 
Carolina State University's loan debt... only requiring them to pay $3 million and forgiving more than $15 
million worth of emergency loans that the school used to pay vendor debts the past two years. The 
Finance Committee approved the proposal on a 13-6 vote Tuesday... with opponents saying taxpayers 
were losing millions in the deal. Columbia Democrat Darrell Jackson argued the school did not get off 
easily. Beaufort Republican Tom Davis opposed the plan... saying it's too generous. Jackson warned the 
school doesn't have $15 million and said the new leadership there has made budget cuts where it can. The 
bill would have the state forgive $1 million of the loan for each year that the university pays a maximum 
$355,000 payment and does not run a deficit. It now moves to the Senate floor.

The Lancaster County panhandle town of Vay Wyck has filed papers with the South Carolina Secretary of 
State's Office to incorporate and become a new town.  Indian Land and Lake Wylie are also considering 
incorporating.  In the past few decades only two towns have incorporated.  The Fort Mill Times reports 
that Van Wyck residents want to be incorporated to be separate from Indian Land... primarily because 



they would only get one of five new Lancaster County Council seats.  The Times reports that Van Wyck's 
incorporation would change the boundaries.. demographics and economics of Indian Land drastically.

Governor Nikki Haley says a new bill that would block local governments from requiring transgender 
choice in public restrooms is not needed in South Carolina.  Haley answered questions Thursday about 
the state Senate bill introduced Wednesday during an unrelated press conference.  The measure filed by 
Spartanburg Senator Lee Bright requires transgender people to use bathrooms matching the gender on 
their birth certificates. Haley says she's not aware of any reports of people's liberties being violated. 
Bright pushed for the ban in the name of public safety saying it's also meant to show solidarity with North 
Carolina, which has been threatened with boycotts over its version of the law.

The trial against the man accused in the 2014 fatal shooting of Chester City Councilman Odell Williams 
will begin today after a judge denied a defense motion for immunity under the state’s “stand your ground” 
law. Christopher Moore, 19, is charged with murder in the November 2014 shooting death of Williams, 
who was fatally shot in Chester as he followed a truck carrying five gang members who were planning to 
commit a robbery at a rival gang’s house. Four other defendants are charged with accessory before and 
after the crime.

Though State Senators say they like the idea of raising more than $2 billion for one-time spending on 
road construction projects, they can't seem to agree over how the money will be spent. Bills discussed by 
the Senate Finance Committee on Tuesday would send $200 million to the State Infrastructure Bank, for 
borrowing an estimated $2.2 billion. Senate President Pro Tem Hugh Leatherman said the leveraging 
move is an opportunity to pump as much money into South Carolina's crumbling roads as possible. He 
said his bills offer a one-time boost, not a funding solution. Under his plan, $1.2 billion would be spent on 
improving and widening interstates and $800 million would go to what he called "rural roads," though 
that could include non-interstate four-lane highways. Unfortunately some Senators have expressed their 
concerns over the money being gobbled up by urban projects so Leatherman asked senators to work on a 
compromise overnight, in hopes the committee would vote Wednesday to advance the bills to the Senate 
floor.

South Carolina elementary, middle and high schools could be getting borrowed money from the state to 
build and repair buildings and wire the school for technology under a bill passed Tuesday by the House 
Ways and Means Committee. The proposal would have the state study how much debt it has and issue up 
to $200 million in bonds each year. School districts would submit plans for how they would spend the 
money to the state Education Department, which would create a priority list and send that on to the 
Legislature for a vote. The bill allows the agency flexibility to give money to poorer districts or offer 
loans to districts with better tax bases, according to House Ways and Means Committee Chairman Brian 
White. The bill passed unanimously. It now advances to the full House.

The murder case in the 2014 shooting death of a Chester city councilman will be retried because of a 
deadlocked jury.   The presiding judge made that ruling Saturday afternoon.  The jury deliberated for 
hours Friday afternoon and Saturday morning in the trial of 19-year-old Chris Moore who is accused of 
killing Councilman Odell Williams.  Channel 9 reports that the judge told the jury to continue 
deliberating after he received a note that said they had failed to reach a verdict.  He ultimately called for a 
retrial. Thursday, Moore testified in his own defense, saying he never intended to kill Williams.  
Investigators say Moore was trying to rob a rival gang outside Williams' business when the councilman 
confronted Moore and fired a shot.  Moore says he only returned fire in self-defense.

Officials with the State Election Commission say South Carolina now has more than three-million 
registered voters.  Commission executive director Marci Andino says it's never been easier to vote in the 
Palmetto State.  Andino says with online voter registration... registration by mail... and registration at the 



Department of Motor Vehicles and other state agencies... South Carolinians have more opportunities than 
ever to get registered.  Some 76-point-five percent of the state's voting age population is registered to 
vote.

Residents in Indian Land heard the sound of rushing water in a creek behind their homes Monday night, 
like they would usually hear during a rain storm.  But as Channel 9's Greg Suskin reported Tuesday... it 
wasn't raining, and hadn't rained in days. Water and Sewer District Manager Stephen White says the 
sewer line burst because of how it was installed about 15 years ago.  He says the pipe was laid against a 
rock bed instead of in soft soil.  The rock surface eventually cracked the P-V-C pipe.

Members of the Chester County Council voiced their support Tuesday for a plan to hire three school 
resource officers and split the cost with the school district, which last year dropped the officers and hired 
a private security force. The Chester County school district last year opted to hire armed private guards to 
provide security on its school campuses instead of four trained sheriff’s deputies. The controversial 
proposal to drop trained officers was led by former schools Superintendent Agnes Slayman, who later 
resigned amid allegations that she threatened employees and others and that she created a hostile work 
environment. But County Supervisor Shane Stuart said the Chester County school district, now led by an 
interim superintendent, Angela Bain, has asked county leaders to work with schools to bring the deputies 
back. Bain did not attend Tuesday’s County Council budget workshop, where the hiring of school 
resource officers was discussed. If the proposal is adopted, Chester County schools would have a mix of 
sheriff’s deputies and private security guards on its campuses.

A Lancaster County Animal Control employee is on administrative leave while the sheriff’s office 
conducts an investigation, officials said Wednesday. The Lancaster County Sheriff’s Office opened an 
investigation Wednesday morning. No charges have been filed, and Doug Barfield of the Lancaster 
Sheriff's Office said the investigation does not pertain to the health or welfare of any animals. There are 
rumors circulating about possible euthanizations at the shelter, which Barfield and County Administrator 
Steve Willis said are false. Willis said he wasn’t sure where the rumors of euthanization came from, but 
reiterated Barfield’s statement that no animals are being euthanized. The county is receiving help from the 
sheriff’s office in caring for the animals, according to Willis and that for the rest of the week the shelter is 
waiving fees for rescue groups or people who need to re-claim their animals.

The American Party of South Carolina Saturday selected its nominees for president... the U-S Senate... 
three congressional seats and a state house seat.  The 61 delegates from nine counties chose Clemson 
University professor Peter Skewes as the party's presidential nominee.  Skewes says his campaign will 
rely heavily on social media and business cards. Columbia attorney Michael Scarborough was nonimated 
as the American Party's U-S Senate candidate to run against Republican incumbent Tim Scott.  Attorney 
Rudy Barnes of Little Mountain was nominated to run for the 5th Congressional District seat currently 
occupied by Republican Mick Mulvaney.

Defense attorneys say they have no objection to a state request for an independent mental examination of 
Dylann Roof, the alleged gunman who is to stand trial next year in the shooting deaths of nine 
parishioners at Charleston's Emanuel AME Church. State prosecutors requested an outside evaluation and 
Roof's defense team said in court documents filed last week they have no objection to an exam by the 
state Department of Mental Health as long as it complies with state law. Under that law, those exam 
results would not be revealed to prosecutors until the sentencing phase of the trial. Last month Circuit 
Judge J.C. Nicholson delayed the 22-year-old Roof's trial until January after the defense said its expert 
needed two to six months more to complete a psychiatric evaluation of Roof. No other details were 
mentioned at the hearing, and Nicholson has sealed the release of any information about Roof's medical 
records. The trial is now set for Jan. 17 with jury screening to begin in early December. The trial had been 
scheduled to start in July.



Chester County School board members have voted to hire interim superintendent Angela Bain as the 
district's full time superintendent.  The school district also made some administrative changes.  Wendell 
Sumter has been selected the chief human resources officer and teacher quality officer.  Sheka Houston 
has been chosen as principal at Chester Middle School.  Dorothy Dae is the new assistant principal at 
Great Falls Elementary.  Finally... KaRon Webb has been named the new assistant principal at Chester 
High School.

Police say a man was killed Saturday in a shooting at a Lancaster apartment complex.  Officers went to 
the Palmetto Place Apartments just before three oclock that afternoon and found a man with a gunshot 
wound.  He was taken to Springs Memorial Hospital and airlifted to Carolinas Medical Center where he 
later died.  Investigators say 28-year-old Rashad Johnson is wanted for murder and possession of a gun 
during a violent crime.  Anyone with information about Johnson’s whereabouts is asked to contact police 
at 803-283-3313.

The Lancaster County Sheriff's Office... SWAT team and Lancaster police arrested two men on drug 
charges while executing a search warrant late last week.  33-year-old Demario Buchanon and 33-year-old 
Antonius Thompson... both of Lancaster... were present during the raid and were arrested.  During the 
search... drug agents found 33 grams of suspected cocaine... nearly five ounces of suspected marijuana... 
46 ecstasy pills and ten grams of a drug commonly called Molly.  More than 15-hundred dollars in cash 
was also seized in Buchanon's home and Thompson's vehicle.

After roughly 20 years of debate, North Carolina legislators are getting close to resolving a border dispute 
with South Carolina. The N.C. Senate is scheduled to vote Wednesday on a long-delayed plan to shift the 
state line in several locations in Gaston and Union counties near Charlotte. If the proposal passes the 
Senate – and then wins approval from the N.C. House, the South Carolina Legislature and both states’ 
governors – 16 South Carolina homeowners will wake up to find themselves in North Carolina on Jan. 1. 
Three homes in North Carolina would end up south of the border. The legislation aims to make the 
transition easier for the residents forced to switch states. Children would be allowed to continue attending 
public schools in the state where their home was previously located. They would also be eligible for in-
state public college and university tuition for the next 10 years. And the properties could still be served by 
utility companies from their previous state.

A Heath Springs man was arrested and charged Tuesday in the death of Heath Springs woman, Lancaster 
County Sheriff Barry Faile said in a statement released Wednesday night. Arkevus Jimon Cauthen, 28, 
was arrested Wednesday afternoon and charged with murder in the death of Sandra Johnson, 54. Deputies 
and emergency personnel were called to Johnson’s home at 324 Depot Drive in Heath Springs at about 
12:30 p.m. Tuesday after a family member found the victim on the floor of a room inside the home. 
Johnson was found unresponsive with signs of injury. Emergency personnel confirmed her death, 
according to sheriff’s office. An autopsy was performed Wednesday, and a pathologist determined 
Johnson bled to death from multiple stab wounds, according to the sheriff’s office.

After Thursday night meeting that featured 40 opponents, Clover’s zoning appeals board voted to deny 
the zoning permit issued to build a controversial cell tower. The board’s vote for now appears to stop the 
tower unless the tower company files an appeal of the zoning board decision by filing a civil lawsuit 
against the town. Tower officials, who said during the meeting that the tower was both safe and complied 
with Clover town zoning, declined to comment after the meeting. The vote was three against the tower, 
and one for it. A fifth member recused himself. Ed Dees Jr., who filed the appeal of the permit saying the 
tower is unsafe and would destroy property values was pleased with the outcome. Dees lives directly 
across the street from where the tower would have been built.



Bills that give military retirees a tax cut, shorten South Carolina's legislative session by three weeks and 
ban ticket quotas in law enforcement are among the potential laws heading to Gov. Nikki Haley's desk. 
The Legislature passed a flurry of bills Thursday in the legislative session's last hours. But ethics reform 
bills that legislators have called a priority for four years could be dead again. There's still a chance they 
could reach consensus on measures that send complaints against legislators to independent investigators 
and require all officeholders to disclose who pays them. Because they made it to panels that try to 
compromise on the chambers' differing versions of bills, they stay alive for the special session later this 
month. But legislators may take up little beyond Haley's vetoes then.

The Chester County Sheriff's Office says a man died while skydiving at Skydive Carolina during Carolina 
Fest, an annual skydiving festival.  Skydive Carolina says two experienced skydivers making advanced 
wing suit dives collided in the air just after seven p-m Saturday.  One of the men, Avalon Wolf, broke his 
leg while landing, but the other man, Bond Springer, could not be immediately found.  Crews looked for 
the 32-year-old Springer Saturday night until storms caused the search to be called off.  The search 
resumed around seven a-m Sunday... and crews found Springer's body just before nine a-m.  Officials say 
he was from Boca Raton, Florida.  The Skydive Carolina manager says they do not believe the equipment 
malfunctioned.

Voters in Chester County may get an opportunity in November to decide whether there should be Sunday 
alcohol sales there.  The Chester County Council today is expected to decide whether or not to put the 
issue on the ballot.  The referendum would allow restaurants and bars to sell liquor by the drink on 
Sunday for consumption on the premises... and would allow stores to sell beer and wine on Sundays for 
off-premises consumption.  Sunday alcohol sales are already allowed in the city of Chester and in York 
County.

Governor Nikki Haley vetoed 51 budget items Thursday totaling more than 41-million dollars.  It's one of 
Haley's smaller list of budget vetoes since she took office in 2011.  One of the main vetoes was what she 
calls "hidden earmarks," or items that are listed in the budget, but have no specifications on use.  For 
example, fire suppression, airline recruitment and retention, and air quality items that had no known 
locations or wasn't requested by the respective agencies was nixed.  Haley approved funding for the 
African-American History Museum in Charleston.  In doing so, she said she felt that item was necessary 
in light of last year's massacre at the Mother Emanuel A-M-E Church.

An annexation and rezoning request for more than 700 acres of property owned by former 5th District 
Congressman John Spratt that would include 29-hundred more homes goes before the Fort Mill Town 
Council tonight.  The project won approval two weeks ago from the Fort Mill Planning Commission.  The 
property is located along Spratt Street and the Fort Mill Parkway.  Spratt and his partners want 120 acres 
set aside for parks... recreation or open space.  Three acres would be used to expand the town's 
wastewater treatment plant.

A 7-year-old was killed after being hit by a truck while riding a scooter in Lancaster County late Monday 
evening, according to the S.C. Highway Patrol. The collision happened about 6:20 p.m. on Morningside 
Drive about 2 miles south of Lancaster, according to Lance Cpl. Gary Miller of the Highway Patrol. A 7-
year-old was riding an electric scooter south on a private drive and entered Morningside Drive, where the 
scooter was struck by a westbound Freightliner box truck. The child was not wearing a helmet and was 
taken by EMS to Springs Memorial Hospital, where he was pronounced dead, Miller said. His identity 
will be released by the Lancaster County Coroner’s Office. No charges have been filed, and the collision 
remains under investigation.

A bill requiring all elected and appointed officials in South Carolina to report their private sources of 
income is heading to Gov. Nikki Haley's desk. The Senate's 41-0 vote Wednesday came after the one 



senator ousted by Haley's anti-incumbent campaigns asked his colleagues to disregard the politics, "do 
what's right," and pass ethics reform. Senators gave Republican Wes Hayes of Rock Hill two standing 
ovations. The House approved the compromise 99-10 earlier Wednesday. It requires officeholders to 
report sources of income filed on their income tax returns, but not the amounts. Legislators call it a step 
toward transparency. Currently, officeholders must report only public income sources. Hayes, who's long 
supported the ethics changes Haley wants, lost his primary Tuesday to a governor-backed challenger. 
Others survived Haley's opposition.

Officials at South Carolina’s only public historically-black college are now much more confident in the 
school’s future after a regional accreditation group lifted its probation Thursday.  The Southern 
Association of Colleges and Schools’ Commission on Colleges Thursday restored S-C State’s 
membership after two years' probation.  Interim college president Franklin Evans welcomed the news... 
aware that a loss of accreditation could have closed the school. S-C State balanced its budget for the first 
time in years last summer after legislators fired and replaced the school's entire board of trustees. Evans 
says state lawmakers and Governor Nikki Haley deserved credit for providing 18-million dollars in loans 
and emergency grants to get S-C State’s budget balanced.

A Lancaster man was charged with attempted murder after, police say, he shot his wife in the chest during 
an argument Thursday. Thomas Baker, 64, was charged with attempted murder and possession of a 
weapon during a violent crime, according to Capt. Scott Grant of the Lancaster Police Department. The 
shooting happened about 3:15 p.m. at an apartment on the 300 block of Chesterfield Avenue in Lancaster, 
Grant said. Officers responded and found the female victim with a gunshot wound to the chest. Police set 
up a perimeter and made contact by cellphone with Baker, who eventually exited the home, Grant said. 
The victim, who was alert and talking the entire time, was airlifted to an unidentified hospital, according 
to authorities. Her condition was unknown Thursday evening. Grant said the shooting happened during an 
argument between Baker and his wife. Baker told officers he pointed the gun at his wife but didn’t mean 
to shoot her, Grant said.

The Lancaster County Sheriff’s Office is seeking the public’s help in identifying two people who entered 
a townhouse in Indian Land June 7th.   Officials say a 20-year-old female was visiting the home of her 
boyfriend and his roommate in the Brookchase subdivision.  Police say the boyfriend and the roommate 
were not home.  The woman was in a downstairs bedroom on the back side of the home when she heard a 
noise outside the window.  The woman says she looked out and saw a slim built black man with a light 
complexion wearing a black shirt and a red hat walking toward the home from the rear.  Officials say he 
had some facial hair and appeared to be in his 20s or 30s.  The woman says he put a bandana over his 
face.  The woman called her boyfriend and ran upstairs to hide in a closet.  Police say she heard glass 
breaking and soon heard the man in the home.  She believes at least one other person entered the home. 
Police say the man or men entered the bedroom where the victim was hiding in the closet, but apparently 
did not know she was there.  The man or men left the home.  The residents were missing a 45-caliber 
pistol, two X-box gaming systems, an X-box game, a watch, two pairs of Nike Air Jordans, three New 
York Yankees hats and cash.

The Lancaster County Sheriff's Office is seeking help identifying a person of interest in Monday's 
Founder's A-T-M robbery.  The sheriff's office says the person of interest was seen in the Indian Land 
Walmart a few minutes before the robbery.  Authorities have surveillance of a dark-colored Toyota truck 
parked in the Walmart parking lot.  They say the man got into the truck and drove out of the parking lot 
onto Charlotte Highway.  The sheriff's office needs help identifying the man and the truck in Walmart 
photos.

South Carolina financial leaders Wednesday approved requiring state employees to pay more toward their 
retirement. State employees will pay 0.5 percent more of their salaries into the state pension system, 



starting July 1, after that hike was formalized Wednesday by the State Fiscal Accountability Authority. 
Their employers – the state, cities, counties or other public institutions – also will be required to 
contribute 0.5 percent more. S.C. leaders still are weighing how to cover $16.75 billion in unfunded 
liabilities in the state’s pension system. The 0.5 percent increases this year are not a long-term solution, 
experts said Wednesday. S.C. Gov. Nikki Haley, who chairs the five-member board, called the situation 
“urgent” and said solving the problem won’t be easy. The higher pension costs will affect more than 
200,000 S.C. employees, who work for state agencies, public schools and local governments, and are 
paying now into the retirement system. Judges, police officers and legislators have separate, smaller 
retirement programs. Representatives of S.C. teachers and state employees have opposed raising state 
workers’ retirement contributions.

The Lancaster County Sheriff's Office has arrested four men on drug and gun charges.  The sheriff's 
office says its Drug Task Force executed a search warrant on West Hood Street in Lancaster... where they 
found suspected cocaine... crack cocaine and marijuana in multiple bags and containers.  Task force 
members also found a nine-milimeter rifle... two assault weapon drum magazines... three handgun 
magazines and various ammunition.  The four men are charged with trafficking cocaine and crack 
cocaine... possession with intent to distribute marijuana and possession of a firearm during the 
commission of a violent crime.

Thousands of South Carolina motorists traveling for the Fourth of July holiday will be using interstates 
that are ranked among the deadliest in the nation. The numbers are contained in a report from TRIP, a 
transportation research organization based in Washington, D.C. A report released this week finds South 
Carolina's interstate fatality rate is the sixth-highest in the U.S. During 2014, there were .82 fatalities for 
every 100 million miles traveled on interstates in South Carolina. New Mexico has the highest rate of 
1.26 fatalities for every 100 million vehicle miles. The report finds the nation's interstates are facing 
increasing levels of congestion because of more traffic.

State ethics watchdogs will move forward with a complaint against S.C. Treasurer Curtis Loftis alleging 
he violated ethics laws by helping a longtime friend and business associate get a job representing the state 
in a lawsuit. Gregory Harris, an attorney for Loftis, asked the S.C. State Ethics Commission on Tuesday 
to dismiss the case against the treasurer. Harris said the Republican did not violate the law when he asked 
S.C. Attorney General Alan Wilson to approve the hiring of Michael Montgomery, Loftis’ long-time 
friend, fraternity brother, personal attorney and business associate. But the Ethics Commission refused to 
dismiss the case. Director Herb Hayden said the panel will schedule a hearing on the allegations at a later 
date.

The man charged with murder in the November 2014 shooting death of Chester City Councilman Odell 
Williams was sentenced to life in prison Thursday after a Fairfield County jury took less than two hours 
to convict him.  20-year-old Christopher Moore is one of five men charged in Williams death in Chester.  
The same case ended in a mistrial in April when jurors could NOT reach a unanimous verdict.  Moore 
claimed he shot Williams in self-defense... even though prosecutors say he fired 18 shots.  Moore says he 
was running away at that point... and fired those dozen-and-a-half shots over his shoulder while looking 
the other way.  Six of those shots hit Williams' vehicle.  


