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January 7—“A chilly farewell to 2020 along the Gulf coast.” People marked the end of 
the year 2020 in a variety of ways. On the Gulf Coast, about 2,000 people celebrated 
the passing of a grim year of COVID-19, hurricanes, and the economic downturns 
caused by both by dressing in costumes and jumping into the ocean. APR’s Guy Busby 
reports. (4:59) 7:45, 4:44

January 21- “Dancing with the Bear” Alabama’s win in the college football playoffs last 
week was historic for a number of reasons.  The Crimson Tide went undefeated and 
due to the Covid-19 Pandemic, played an all-SEC season until the playoffs. Another 
item for the history books is head coach Nick Saban. He surpassed legendary Alabama 
head coach Paul “Bear” Bryant for the most career national titles. A-P-R’s Stan Ingold 
takes this look at the two coaches… (6:27)7:50, 4:50

January 28—“Remembering Curt, a story along Alabama's Gulf coast.”  Alabama’s 
current death toll from COVID-19 stands at over 7,000. The virus reportedly is changing 
how people remember those they’ve lost. The funeral industry says cremations are up. 
And the coronavirus is delaying memorial services for some families whether the cause 
was COVID-19 or not. Outside one closed gas station in Fairhope, there’s a white board 
with hand scrawled messages. When Curtis Rewerts died of natural causes last April, 
there wasn’t a funeral. But that’s not stopping people whose lives were touched by 
Rewerts to share their stories. APR’s Lynn Oldshue reports. (6:46) 7:51, 4:51. 

February 3—“Zeta Recovery.” A lot of attention in Alabama is being focused on COVID-
19 and the state’s vaccination program. But that’s not the only public emergency 
residents are dealing with. Alabama continues to clean up and recover after a 
devastating 2020 hurricane season. As APR’s Baillee Majors reports, assistance is still 
available for those in need of help after Hurricane Zeta. But time is running out to apply. 
(7:02) 7:51, 4:51

February 4—“More COVID-19 vaccinations, and more questions.” Certain Alabamians 
along the Gulf coast are rolling up their sleeves for vaccinations against COVID-19. 
Today’s clinic is at the OWA entertainment complex near Foley. The only people 
currently eligible for coronavirus shots are first responders and the elderly. This effort 
follows up a similar clinic in the city of Daphne last month. There are questions on who's 
getting the shots, who’s turning down the vaccine, and people from out of state who 
may be cutting in line ahead of state residents. Guy Busby reports. (6:00) 7:51, 4:44

February 11—“How COVID-19 led to "Yardi Gras" along the Gulf coast.” Mardi Gras is 
going to look different along the Alabama Gulf coast because of COVID-19. The Mobile 
area prides itself as the originator of the annual event known as Fat Tuesday. There will 



be less revelry this year due to the coronavirus. This means a financial hit for business 
owners who design and build the colorful floats for the parades. They are finding work, 
however. (7:07) 7:51, 4:51. 

February 25—“Africantown builds a museum for the slave ship Clotilda.” Work is 
starting on a museum recognizing the survivors of America’s last slave ship. The 
Clotilda landed in Mobile in 1860. Their descendants went onto establish the community 
of Africatown, where the Clotilda Museum will be built. APR’s Guy Busby reports. (6:18) 
7:51, 4:51

March 4—“Trust and transportation may be keeping some Gulf coast residents from a 
COVID shot.” Trust and transportation keeping some Gulf coast residents from a 
COVID-19 shot COVID-19 rates are falling in Alabama and across the country. Still, 
state health officials are looking at statistics that show only 13 percent of Alabamians 
have been vaccinated. Healthcare providers remain worried about apparent reluctance 
to get a coronavirus shot. APR’s Guy Busby reports. (7:24) 7:51, 4:51

March 11th- “Alabama Searches for a New Poet Laureate” Alabama is one of forty six 
states to have its own poet laureate. The process of selecting a new person to hold that 
post for the state of Alabama is underway. A-P-R’s Stan Ingold spoke with the outgoing 
poet laureate and some of the people charged with finding a new one. (5:41) 7:45, 4:44

March 12—“Alabama to expand COVID-19 vaccine eligibility, while CDC explores 
hesitancy.” Alabama’s effort to expand COVID-19 vaccinations enters a new phase on 
March 22nd. That’s when the State will add 2,000,000 more resident eligible for a shot. 
The revised list will include more frontline workers, people 55 and older, those with 
developmental disabilities, and residents aged 16 to 64 with certain high-risk medical 
conditions. The qualifying medical conditions include cancer, chronic kidney disease, 
diabetes, smoking, obesity, sickle cell disease and heart conditions. APR’s Guy Busby 
reports (7:00) 7:51, 4:51.

March 18- “Life After COVID.” Alabama and the rest of the country have been in the 
COVID-19 pandemic for a year now. The virus has changed several day-to-day 
activities and the way many businesses operate. Some sectors like the entertainment 
industry are bouncing back with spring and summer concerts right around the corner. 
But others are still struggling. As APR’s Baillee Majors reports, there’s a new push to 
expand Medicaid to protect frontline workers and a call for compassion from the funeral 
industry. (6:31) 7:51, 4:51.


