
             QUARTERLY ISSUES/ PROGRAM TOPICS REPORT
WTJX-FM St. Thomas, Virgin Islands

April 1, 2018 – June 30, 2018

The management of the Virgin Islands Public Broadcasting System (WTJX-FM 
93.1) has determined that the issues/topics listed below to be of significant interest 
with the station's service area for the period of April 1, 2018 - June 30, 2018.

Business, Economics, and Finance

Government and Politics 

Crime and Law Enforcement

Natural Disasters

Medicine and Health

Education

Arts and Entertainment

Aging and Retirement



Business, Economics and Finance

Morning Edition 

Monday - Friday 

5am-10am 

5-12-18

On Morning Edition today the question was asked, should you get paid for use of your 
personal data? A lot of us are OK with giving away our data because it can make our 
life easier, right? We get directions. We get weather updates based on our location. We 
see ads for things that we actually really need. But here's a question. Should we be 
getting even more for our data? 

1A 

Monday- Friday 

3pm-5pm 

4-10-18

There is no trade war between the U.S. and China — yet — but many folks, 
from American farmers to investors, are worried about what response U.S. tariffs on 
imports will trigger. Guest Peter Navarro isn’t concerned. The White House trade 
adviser has cheered on imposing tariffs, saying this will curb China’s theft of America’s 
intellectual property and strengthen both the U.S. economy and the nation’s national 
defense. 

All Things Considered 

Monday – Friday 

6pm-8pm 

5-2-18

Today, a big point made on ATC was the Chinese government’s announcing tariffs on 
128 American products, including food. Pork will be taxed 25 percent, and wine, dried 
fruit, and nuts are now subject to a 15 percent duty. The announcement comes in 
response to the tariffs President Trump recently imposed on steel and aluminum. Trade 
officials from each country are negotiating, and it's not yet clear how long the duties will 
be in effect, or what the lasting impact will be for American producers and growers.

https://www.politico.com/story/2018/04/09/trump-trade-war-farmers-509928
https://www.ft.com/content/2f054af4-38e7-11e8-8eee-e06bde01c544
http://thehill.com/homenews/sunday-talk-shows/382158-trump-trade-adviser-were-moving-forward-in-a-measured-way-with
https://www.npr.org/2018/04/04/599382389/tariff-announcements-create-volatility-in-financial-markets


Here and Now 

Monday-Friday 

1pm-3pm 

4-2-18

The talk today centered around China’s s imposing new tariffs on U.S. meat, fruit and 
other commodities — in all, 128 different products. Here & Now spoke with CBS 
News' Jill Schlesinger , host of "Jill on Money" and the podcast "Better Off," about the 
latest on the escalation of the trade disagreement between the two countries.

Morning Edition

Monday - Friday 

5am-10am 

4-5-18

The U.S. and China have announced new protectionist tariffs, in what some fear is a 
trade war. M E this morning spoke about a bygone era of American protectionism: the 
Smoot-Hawley tariffs of the 1930s.These tariffs and counter-tariffs from the U.S. and 
China hearken back to an earlier era of protectionism. Sally Helm from NPR’s Planet 
Money team has the tale of Smoot Hawley.

Full Circle

Tuesday 

8pm-9pm

6-5-18

The show explored the recent Farm Bill and the community response to the upcoming 
ban on cockfighting. Guests included: Eliud Richard 40-year cockfighting veteran and 
Ivan Oliver former Warden Golden Grove Correctional Facility.

http://www.jillonmoney.com/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/better-off-jill-schlesinger/id431167790


Weekend Edition 

Saturday 

8am-10am 

4-21-18

Today NPR's Scott Simon spoke with Vanity Fair contributing Editor Bethany McLean 
about the $1 billion fine that Wells Fargo will have to pay for overcharging its customers 
on home and auto loans.

On Point

Monday-Friday 

10am-12pm

6-4-18

On Point discussed possible ramifications of a recent Supreme Court ruling. The 
Supreme Court ruled Monday in the case of the baker who wouldn’t make a wedding 
cake for a gay couple. In a 7-2 decision, justices decided in favor of the Colorado baker. 
This has been one of the most watched-for rulings this session with big implications for 
free speech and religious and gay rights.

Full Circle

Tuesday 

8pm-9pm

6-12-18

This show focused on road improvement projects on all three islands; the current state 
of our territory's roads post hurricanes Irma and Maria; what areas need the most 
improvement and the timeline for addressing those problem areas. Guests Included: 
Samuel "Mighty Pat" Ferdinand, Taxi & Tour Operator Jomo McClean, Federal Highway 
Program Manager, Department of Public Works Dennis Brow, Assistant Commissioner, 
Department of Public Works and Liston Bradshaw, Owner, Sunny Liston Tours.



Government and Politics

All Things Considered 

Monday – Friday

6pm-8pm 

4-10-18

ATC discussed Facebook CEO and founder Mark Zuckerberg pending testimony on 
Capitol Hill Tuesday. Lawmakers want answers on how Facebook allowed Cambridge 
Analytica to misuse data from some 87 million users, as well as how Russia-linked 
content was spread to some 146 million people during the election cycle.

Morning Edition 

Monday - Friday 

5am-10am 

5-5-18

This morning’s main discussion was the Boarder Wall and President Trump directing 
the Defense Department and the Department of Homeland Security to work with 
governors to deploy the National Guard to the U.S.-Mexico border.

Full Circle

Tuesday 

8pm-9pm

5-22-18

Political parties in the VI (purpose, function & platform). Guests; Donna M. Christensen, 
Democratic Party, John Canegata, Republican Party, and Winthrop Maduro, 
Independent Citizens Movement.



On Point

Monday-Friday 

10am-12pm

5-9-18

On Point focused on reaction from Washington and around the world to President 
Trump’s decision to withdraw from the Iran nuclear deal. In a rebuke to Trump, 
however, the leaders of Britain, France, and Germany expressed 'regret' over Trump’s 
decision and vowed to remain in the pact, which also includes Russia and China.

Here and Now 

Monday – Friday 

1pm-3pm

4-16-18

With so much attention on North Korea and its nuclear weapons program, we may be 
overlooking some other nuclear issues in other countries, like China, Pakistan and 
Russia. Here & Now's Lisa Mullins spoke to Siegfried Hecker senior fellow at the Center 
for International Security and Cooperation at Stanford University and emeritus director 
of Los Alamos National Laboratory, about nuclear proliferation and security around the 
world.

Weekend Edition

Sunday 

8am-10am 

5-6-18

Democratic incumbents and challengers are generally out-raising their GOP rivals. But 
conservative SuperPACs and nonprofit groups could come Republicans' rescue. 
Tuesday starts a two-month run of Senate primaries in a dozen states. Today NPR's 
Peter Overby reports, it's going to be expensive for both Democrats and Republicans.

https://cisac.fsi.stanford.edu/people/siegfried_s_hecker


Full Circle

Tuesday 

8pm-9pm

5-22-18

The proposed reapportionment ballot initiative to restructure the territorial Legislature to 
five Legislative Districts, with 9 district senators and 6 at-large senators was debated. 
Mary and Mario Moorhead are proponents of the initiative, while Redfield and Ali 
presented to the public, a critical perspective on the initiative. Guests: Mary Moorhead 
Special Project Coordinator, St. Croix Government Retirees, Inc., Mario Moorhead, 
Consultant, Proposed Reapportionment Ballot Initiative, Talk Show Host Redfield and 
Abdul Ali, Community Activist.

1A 

Monday-Friday 

3pm-5pm

4-9-18

President Trump calling out Russia for its roll in Syria is center of discussion on 1A 
today. In an unprecedented move for Trump, he singled out Russia and its president, 
Vladimir Putin, for backing the regime of Syrian President Bashar al-Assad. The United 
Nations Security Council also planned to hold an emergency meeting on the chemical 
attack on Monday, but with Russia holding a veto over any action, it was unlikely that 
anything substantive would emerge.

Crime and Law Enforcement

All Things Considered 

Monday – Friday 

6pm-8pm

4-12-18

Will the Governor of Missouri step down was the main topic today on ATC. A report 
from a Missouri House committee investigation alleges that during an extramarital affair 
Gov. Eric Greitens physically abused a woman and forced her to have sex against her 
will on numerous occasions. There is pressure on Greitens to step down, but he denies 
the report's findings and is refusing to resign.



Weekend Edition 

Sunday 

8am-10am 

4-29-18

Today Lulu Garcia-Navarro speaks with author and journalist Cam Simpson about his 
new book, The Girl from Kathmandu, about the life of contract employees from poor 
countries working for the U.S. in Iraq.

1A 

Monday-Friday 

3pm-5pm

5-10-18

1A discussed the ever changing lawyers for President Trump. As a businessman and 
entertainer, Donald Trump has relied on various lawyers for decades. He now has many 
more as president. These lawyers come and go. They go on TV. And court. But who’s 
doing what, exactly? Who represents Donald Trump? 

Morning Edition 

Monday-Friday 

5am-10am 

4-19-18

M. E. discusses Missouri Gov. Eric Greitens' felony invasion of privacy scandal that has 
devastated the once-rising star's political and popular support. While a judge has made 
a ruling that the trial of Eric Greitens can go forward. The charges against him followed 
allegations of sexual coercion that have put his political career in jeopardy.

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/05/02/us/politics/emmet-flood-ty-cobb-white-house-lawyer-special-counsel.html
http://thehill.com/homenews/administration/386645-trump-considering-ending-giuliani-tv-interviews-report


Fresh Air 

Monday-Friday 

12pm-1pm

6-19-18

Today’s show centered on cyber security. New York Times national security 
correspondent David Sanger says U.S. officials worry that foreign powers have planted 
malware that could knock out critical infrastructure, including electric power.

Here and Now 

Monday-Friday 

1pm-3pm 

4-27-18

Five black women were kicked off the course at the Grandview Golf Club in York, 
Pennsylvania, last weekend. The women, all middle-aged professionals, members of 
the club and a broader organization for black female golfers called Sisters in the 
Fairway, were on the second hole when the owner's father, Steve Chronister, told them 
they were playing too slow and offered them a refund to leave. Here & Now's Robin 
Young talks with Myneca Ojo, who was with Thompson when she recorded the video of 
the confrontation.

Natural Disasters

All Things Considered 

Monday – Friday

6pm-8pm 

5-27-18

Today’s ATC show focused on Hawaii, where the images coming from the volcanic 
eruption on Hawaii's Big Island are spectacular and heartbreaking. More than 80 
buildings have been destroyed by the gushing and flowing lava. Smaller eruptions 
continue to punch plumes of ash into the sky. But for most people on the Big Island, the 
lava and ash are actually far away. Closer is the impact the eruption is having on the 
island's tourist-dependent economy.



Morning Edition

Monday-Friday 

6am-11am

5-17-18

Even a Tornado wouldn’t stop a video game player. Morning Edition tells us about 
Anton Williams who was playing a video game at home in North Carolina when he 
heard a noise. The teenager went to the window and saw roofs flying off his neighbors' 
houses. It was a tornado. But he was winning the game. He kept playing. The power 
lines came down. He kept playing. He then took his sister and nephew into the 
bathroom for shelter. He finally finished the round and hunkered down. 

Here and Now 

Monday-Friday 

1pm-3pm 

5-4-18

Kilauea, Hawaii's most active volcano, has been spewing lava, which is moving toward 
a residential area and forcing the evacuation of hundreds of residents. Here & Now's 
Jeremy Hobson got the latest on the activity from Hawaii Public Radio's Derrick 
Malama.

On Point

Monday-Friday 

10am-12pm

4-17-18

How do you prepare for the Big One? On Point talks with seismologist Dr. Lucy 
Jones,  founder of the Dr. Lucy Jones Center for Science and Society and author of 
"The Big Ones: How Natural Disasters Have Shaped Us (and What We Can Do about 
Them)".Dr. Jones looks at lessons from history—from as far back as Pompeii. 

http://hawaiipublicradio.org/people/derrick-malama
http://hawaiipublicradio.org/people/derrick-malama


Medicine and Health

Morning Edition

Monday-Friday 

6am-10am 

5-2-18

Can you live longer by cutting back on food? That’s was a topic on today’s Morning 
Edition. Cutting back up to 25 percent of your calories per day helps slow your 
metabolism and reduce free radicals that cause cell damage and aging. But would you 
want to? Research has shown that sharp reductions in the amount of food consumed 
can help fish, rats and monkeys live longer. But there have been very few studies in 
humans. Now, some researchers have found that when people severely cut calories, 
they can slow their metabolism and possibly the aging process.

Full Circle

Tuesday

8pm-9pm

5-15-18

This episode explored the approach to handling health care for the mentally ill in the 
territory. We heard personal experiences of victims of tragedy and violence due to 
poorly/untreated mental illness. We heard from those in the professional Mental Health 
community as well. Nichole Richardson, Community Advocate (via Skype) ,Dr. Olaf 
"Bronco" Hendricks, Psychiatrist, Aminah Saleem, NAMI St. Croix and Dawn O'Bryan, 
Mental Health Advocate (SOT).

All Things Considered 

Monday – Friday

6pm-8pm

5-26-18

ATC discussed the Abortion Vote in Ireland. Voters decided by a wide margin to repeal 
part of the constitution that effectively banned abortion. The results came in this 
afternoon after a referendum yesterday and a hard-fought battle in the weeks and 
months before the vote. Reporter Alice Fordham was in central Dublin as the 
announcement was made.



Here and Now 

Monday-Friday 

1pm-3pm

5-14-18

Needle exchanges provide people with drug addictions a place to turn in used needles 
and get new ones while working to prevent outbreaks of hepatitis and HIV. In 2017, Las 
Vegas installed three vending machines to dispense free, unused needles. Here & 
Now's Robin Young learns more from Chelsi Cheatom, program manager for Trac-B 
Exchange, a medical clinic in Clark County, Nevada.

On Point

Monday-Friday 

10am-12pm

5-1-18

On Point spoke with a Doctor who says compassion is part of getting well and may be 
the cure. How well do you listen? How well are you heard? Turns out the answers to 
those questions may affect your health – and the health of those around you. Dr. David 
Rakel shares his guide to healing through empathy and listening.

Morning Edition 

Monday-Friday 

5am-10am 

5-19-18

Morning Edition discussed the economic impact of the opioid epidemic. In 2016, opioids 
were linked to more deaths in the United States than car crashes. They killed more 
people than breast cancer, even more than guns. Drug overdoses overall are the 
leading killer of people under the age of 50. And in 2016, almost 50,000 of those drug 
overdose deaths were caused by opioids. 



1A 

Monday-Friday 

3pm-5pm

4-19-18

On 1A this afternoon the topic was where to start with end of life decisions. End-of-life 
choices are difficult and often dire. And there is a lot in the way of medicine and 
technology that can muddy the decision-making process. Today’s treatment options 
offer many options for prolonging life. But when someone decides that it’s time to let go, 
how can they and their loved ones best prepare?

Education

On Point 

Monday-Friday 

10am-12pm

4-5-18

Teens across the country are Vaping, On Point looks at this disturbing trend. Vaping is 
an exploding trend among American teenagers. While the makers of e-cigarettes tout 
them as a potentially safer alternative to tobacco products, critics worry the fad may 
lead to a new generation of nicotine addicts.

All Things Considered 

Monday – Friday

6pm-8pm

5-21-18

Across Texas people stopped for a moment of silence Monday to honor those killed and 
injured in Friday's school shooting in Santa Fe. While there are many questions about 
that day, many are asking, why? ATL follows the investigation into the shooting at Santa 
Fe High School in Texas. Law enforcement are still piecing together how and why a 
gunman killed 10 people and left a town in mourning. 

Morning Edition 

https://khn.org/news/barbara-bushs-end-of-life-decision-stirs-debate-over-comfort-care/
https://khn.org/news/barbara-bushs-end-of-life-decision-stirs-debate-over-comfort-care/


Monday-Friday 

5am-10am 

5-30-18

The talk this morning on M.E. looked at pre-schools and how youngsters are taught. In 
Accra, many low-income parents scrape together money to send their toddlers to 
private schools. The trouble: schools subject them to long lectures, and punish 
misbehavior with beatings. Around the world, people recognize that preschool is 
important, but what's not as clear is, what makes a good preschool? For example, in 
Ghana's capital city of Accra, an estimated 80 percent of kids are enrolled in preschool 
by age 3. 

Weekend Edition 

Saturday

8am-10am 

6-16-18

Three months ago the students from South Florida established themselves as a potent 
force in the gun debate with the March For Our Lives rally. This summer they're hitting 
the road with a new mission: turn the wave of young activism they helped spark into an 
energized voting bloc for the November mid-term elections. Weekend Edition spoke 
with some of the leaders of the movement. 

1A 

Monday-Friday 

3pm-5pm 

4-3-18

This afternoon’s main discussion on 1A was the low pay of teachers. The success of 
the teachers’ strike in West Virginia, which resulted in a 5 percent pay increase, has 
inspired a movement among educators across the nation. Teachers and their 
supporters have staged demonstrations in Arizona. Average annual wages for K-12 
teachers range from $59,000 to $61,000 nationally, but many classroom educators in 
red states earn thousands less than the average. 

Arts and Entertainment

https://the1a.org/shows/2018-03-06/a-west-virginia-student-weighs-in-on-the-teachers-strike
https://www.cnn.com/2018/02/27/health/west-virginia-teachers-salaries-trnd/index.html


On Point 

Monday-Friday

10am-12pm

5-4-18

Fifty years of long, beautiful "Hair." On Point takes a look at the musical that changed 
Broadway. Hair' was the dawning of the 'Age of Aquarius,' but a half-century later, that 
age is still with us. Today "On Point takes us back in time to the “Free Love Time”.

Fresh Air

Monday-Friday

12pm-1pm

5-22-18

Today Fresh Air Rock critic Ken Tucker had a review of Courtney Barnett's new album, 
"Tell Me How You Really Feel." Barnett is a 30-year-old singer-songwriter from Australia 
who received rave reviews for her 2015 debut album, "Sometimes I Sit and Think, And 
Sometimes I Just Sit." Ken said the new album fulfills the promise of her debut.

1A 

Monday-Friday 

3pm-5pm 

4-30-18

Topic on 1A was the evolution of children’s programming on TV. If you’re a kid or the 
parent of one, you have no shortage of choices when it comes to family-friendly TV 
shows. Fifty years ago, the options were much more limited. And educational programs 
for kids were a relatively new genre. Shows for kids have come a long, long way 
since. PBS Kids, the programming block of educational television on PBS, has a set 
mission with ever-evolving tactics to appeal to a diversity of young children. 

Morning Edition 

Monday-Friday 

5am-10am

http://pbskids.org/


6-6-18 

It's been 20 years since the landmark HBO series Sex and the City premiered. The 
show built a huge following because of the frank and cheeky way it dealt with the female 
perspective on relationships. The discussion centers around the risqué style of the 
show. 

Full Circle

Tuesday

8pm-9pm

5-15-18

This episode gave viewers a peek behind the curtain as we discussed the Carnival & 
Festival and revamping our event product territory-wide. Myron Jackson, legislature - on 
set - full hour Alani Henneman-Todman, tourism - via Skype, full hour Davidson 
Charlemagne, Festival comm.- via Skype, first half Kenneth Blake, Carnival Comm.- via 
phone, first half Collin Hodge, promoter - on set, second half Shamari Haynes, troupe 
owner - on set, second half of show.

All Things Considered 

Monday – Friday 

5pm-7pm

6-8-18

ATC hears about the new movie Oceans 8, where an all-female crew attempts a heist in 
New York City at the Met Gala. Danny Ocean and his ever-growing team of con artists 
in "Ocean's Eleven," then "Ocean's Twelve," then "Ocean's Thirteen" - they conned 
movie audiences out of more than $1 billion at the box office. So what's next - well, 
oddly enough, not "Ocean's fourteen." Instead, the series has opted for a slimmed-down 
"Ocean's 8" with an all-new, all-woman crew of con artists. Turns out, says critic Bob 
Mondello, Danny Ocean had a sister.

Here and Now 

Monday-Friday 

1pm-3pm 



5-21-18

Here and Now spoke with High school friends Matt Quinn and Sam Cooper who were 
all set on nonmusical careers when their song "Astrovan" took off on Spotify. It now has 
almost 7 million streams. The pair founded the band Mt. Joy, released a self-titled debut 
album and are now on tour.

Full Circle

Tuesday 

8pm-9pm

6-12-18

The show highlighted the first ever Gay Pride Parade in St. Croix organized by 
members of the St. Croix community. The show also explored the varied views of 
members of the community through MOS questions and responses as well as members 
of various religious backgrounds: Christian, Rastafarian and Muslim. Guests included: 
Bob Palmatier President, Board of Trustees St. Croix Pride Inc., Lavonne Wise Gay 
Rights Advocate, Brother R. Radio Talk Show Host WSTX, 970 AM, Brother Q. 
Concerned Citizen, Pastor Alger Warren (via Skype from St. Thomas) President One 
Voice Virgin Islands.

Aging and Retirement

On Point

Monday-Friday 

10am-12pm

6-1-18

Just because you’ve reached middle-aged, does that mean you’re really a grown-up? 
Maybe not. You overhear a twentysomething colleague referring to you as 'middle 
aged' — and the part of you that thought your cool sneakers were fooling people dies. 
On Point had that discussion today.

Fresh Air

Monday-Friday

1pm-2pm

http://www.mtjoyband.com/bio/
http://www.mtjoyband.com/tour/


6-15-18

Today show was a past recorded interview with David Douglas Duncan, one of 
America's most renowned war photographers, who died last week in France at the age 
of 102. Duncan was a Marine officer and combat photographer during World War II 
where he shot photos of the U.S. assault on Okinawa while suspended in an acrylic 
tank under the wing of a P-38 fighter plane. His photos from the Korean conflict often 
focused on the faces of American soldiers and Marines. Duncan also covered the war in 
Vietnam, which he opposed. Duncan also photographed art and developed a long-
standing friendship with Pablo Picasso who became the subject of thousands of his 
photos

Morning Edition 

Monday-Friday 

6am-11am 

4-19-18

In the ruins of the recently-ended Rwandan civil war, a team of radio performers 
attempted to unite Hutus and Tutsis through a soap opera. The Rwandan genocide took 
place 24 years ago. As many as a million people died. Years later, Rwandan writers, led 
by a Dutch NGO, launched a project to encourage reconciliation through a radio soap 
opera. NPR's Shankar Vedanta interviewed the two performers today.

All Things Considered

Monday – Friday 

6pm-8pm 

5-31-18

ATC spoke with the last surviving witness to the Tulsa Race Riot Of 19215Over the 
course of 18 hours, white mobs destroyed more than 1,000 black owned homes and 
businesses during the Tulsa Race Riot. They set fire to schools, churches, libraries, and 
movie theaters, leveling entire city blocks.

Here and Now 

Monday-Friday 

1pm-3pm 



5-25-18

Composer Thea Musgrave has had her work performed by many of the world's top 
symphony orchestras: Los Angeles, Chicago, Boston, and London. She was born in 
Scotland 90 years ago this Sunday — and she's still composing. A concert on her 
birthday in New York will feature two world premieres. Today, Here and Now spoke with 
Thea Musgrave bout this achievement.


