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WTEL-AM PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS COMMUNITY ISSUES  

  

Philadelphia Focus  

  

A 30 minute Public Affairs program, hosted by Lora Lewis, Sundays at 7:30AM  

  

Public Service Announcements  

  

WTEL-AM programs recorded Public Service Announcements of general concern 

throughout the day.  

  

Syndicated and Brokered Programming  

  

WTEL-AM airs brokered and syndicated ESPN Radio programming through all 

dayparts, Monday through Sunday.  Brokered programming includes sports shows 

covering local professional and college teams, Clean and Sober Radio, addressing 

issues of addiction, Opening Doors to Real Estate, Ask the Experts, discussing legal, 

health and business issues, and Matinatta Musicale, a weekly program of Italian music 

and popular culture.   

  

A chronological list of the topics and airdates of syndicated and locally produced 

programs, a list of station organized or supported public service events receiving air 

attention and broadcast Public Service Announcements follows each identified 

community concern.   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



  

  

  

 

 

  

ISSUES OF CONCERN TO STATION WTEL-AM  

ADDRESSED IN RESPONSIVE PROGRAMMING IN THE 2nd QUARTER, 2019 

  

Government/City Development  

Politics  

Business  

Environment  

  

Economy  

Personal Finance  

Economic Opportunity  

Consumerism  

  

Family Issues  

Education  

Activities  

Childcare  

  

Health & Public Safety  

  

Minority/Women’s Issues  

Immigration Issues  

Cultural Topics LGBT 

Issues  

Women’s Issues  

  

  

  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Issue: Government / City Development 
 
Philadelphia Focus 
April 14, 2019  7:30 AM 
5 minutes of a 30 minute program 
Lindsay So, Assistant Director of Philadelphia's Office of Arts, Culture and Creative 
Economy, discussed the city's art initiatives, as the nation's first World Heritage City, 
Philadelphia stands out for its public art collection of over 11,000 pieces.  Ms So 
discussed the city's long standing program 'I% for art' which requires triggering 
construction projects to set aside one percent of its total budget for a piece of public art.   
 
Philadelphia Focus 
April 21, 2019  7:30 AM 
5 minutes of a 30 minute program 
Tina Pagotto, CEO of Bethesda Project, discussed the continuum of services offered by 
the non-profit, helping the homeless of Philadelphia's Center City district.  We  
discussed Philadelphia's high poverty rate and low supply of affordable housing and its 
high rate of alcohol abuse and addiction despite its growing economy and buzz.  Ms 
Pagotto reminds us, it's the measure of a thriving city, how we care for those on the 
margins.   
 
Philadelphia Focus 
May 5, 2019  7:30 AM 
5 minutes of a 30 minute program 
Felicia Nurmser, Managing Director of Employer Services, discussed how the National 
Organization on Disability discussed legal safeguards and protections through the ADA 
and the need to self-identify, what to expect in challenging discrimination. 
 
Philadelphia Focus 
May 12, 2019  7:30 AM 
5 minutes of a 30 minute program 
Kevin Kelly, Executive Director of the American Diabetes Association of Southern 
Pennsylvania and Delaware, discussed their advocacy efforts, working with - and 
informing - the state and federal legislators on diabetes, on costs, job security, health 
care and insurance. 
 
Philadelphia Focus 
May 19, 2019  7:30 AM 
5 minutes of a 30 minute program 
Mary McGerty Sieber, a Product Safety Investigator for the US Consumer Product 
Safety Commission, discussed recent important recalls and the agency’s work with the 
public.   
 
 
 
 



Philadelphia Focus 
May 26, 2019  7:30 AM 
10 minutes of a 30 minute program 
National Constitution Center Manager of Exhibition Development, Sarah Winski, and 
Exhibition Developer Elena Popchock discussed the museum’s new permanent 
exhibition, Civil War and Reconstruction: The Battle for Freedom and Equality which 
explores the ‘Second Founding’ and the writing, passage and impact of the 
Reconstruction Amendments.  In this first exhibition in the country to address the 
Constitutional battles over slavery that led to the Civil War and how the Constitution was 
changed to reflect the ideal of the Declaration of Independence, original drafts and 
documents, interactive displays and historic objects tell the story of the period before 
the war and of the Reconstruction years.   
 
Philadelphia Focus 
June 16, 2019  7:30 AM 
5 minutes of a 30 minute program 
Linda Torrelli, Marketing Director of the Brandywine Valley SPCA discussed the no-kill 
shelter, and how area shelters work with local governments and municipalities to 
manage stray, abandoned and feral animals. 
 
 
Issue: Economy 
 
Public Service Announcement – Stop Mortgage Scammers  
April 1 – TFN  
:60, Various times  
Information about avoiding home foreclosure through the Housing And Urban 
Development 
 
Opening Doors to Real Estate and Finance (Paid Content)  
Sundays, 8:00AM   
30 minutes  
Senior Mortgage Loan Officer, Vince Sirianni, and Broker/Owner, Gary L. Cassel, discuss 
home ownership, the real estate market as an investment and current financial news and 
information.  

 
Ask the Experts (Paid Content)  
Saturdays, 10:00AM   
30 minutes of a 60 show 
Rotating hosts interview weekly guests from the legal, insurance, or business 
community on topics including employment rights, franchise opportunities, business 
start-ups, financial planning, divorce issues and more.   
 
 
 
 
 



Philadelphia Focus 
April 7, 2019  7:30 AM 
15 minutes of a 30 minute program 
Kwinn Tucker, Executive Director, and Nancy Craskey, Director of Development, 
discussed CityTeam and its work with the families of Chester County and neighboring 
communities in Delaware and Southern New Jersey.  They are a faith based 
organization that works with other service providers including Weidner School of Law  
and local wellness clinics, CityTeam works with families for lasting solutions, addressing 
systemic issues of intergenerational poverty, food insecurity and addiction.  
Programming not only include immediate emergency services, but also assistance in 
job counseling, computer labs and GED classes. 
 
Philadelphia Focus 
April 14, 2019  7:30 AM 
10 minutes of a 30 minute program 
Lindsay So, Assistant Director of Philadelphia's Office of Arts, Culture and Creative 
Economy, discussed the city's art initiatives.  We started with a brief discussion of the 
art's impact on the city, Ms So noted that it is a booming industry that affects not just the 
artists, but the travel and tourism business as well, pumping over $157 million in taxes. 
As the nation's first World Heritage City, Philadelphia stands out for its public art 
collection of over 11,000 pieces; Ms So discussed the city's long standing program 'I% 
for art' which requires triggering construction projects to set aside one percent of its total 
budget for a piece of public art.   
 
Philadelphia Focus 
April 21, 2019  10:30 AM 
15 minutes of a 30 minute program 
Tina Pagotto, CEO of Bethesda Project, discussed the continuum of services offered by 
the non-profit, helping the homeless of Philadelphia's Center City district. Ms Pagotto 
discussed its history; a group of volunteers in Paoli looking to find support for what we 
then called, 'Bag Ladies,'   From caring about their basic immediate needs they began 
looking at long term solutions to bring the homeless into self- sufficiency.  Today they 
have 14 residential sites throughout Center City, with common areas and kitchens and 
volunteers on site.   Not a temporary homeless shelter, they work with single, homeless 
adult men to first house, then help them develop a plan to remain sheltered, through 
drug and alcohol treatment, medical and psychiatric care, education and/or job training. 
Self-determination is key.  She noted that one size doesn't fit all, some need mental 
health services, many need government IDs; all are evaluated individually.  Bethesda 
works with other agencies, avoiding a duplication of services, connecting their clients 
with the programs and resources they need.   
 
Philadelphia Focus 
May 5, 2019  7:30 AM 
20 minutes of a 30 minute program 
Felicia Nurmser, Managing Director of Employer Services, discussed how the National 
Organization on Disability works with employers, schools and workers to keep the  



Philadelphia Focus, con’t. 
 

disabled on the job and part of a growing workforce.  She spoke about the large 
disabled population, people who not only represent great buying power and wish to see 
representation in businesses, but those who want to work but are not getting hired.  We 
touched on income disparity, disabled people dependent on services but limited by how 
much income they can make, others trapped in low paying positions or making less than 
minimum wage through workshops exempt from paying the minimum.  She discussed  
NOD's work with young people entering college and preparing them for the workforce 
and their work with businesses, showing them that hiring the disabled gives them a vast 
talent pool or untapped talent, workers who are more reliable than the 'able bodied' and 
cost far less to accommodate than they think.   She noted that anybody can become 
disabled by stroke, accident or illness, at any age, and that identifying oneself as 
'disabled' and asking for accommodations is up to the individual. 
 
Philadelphia Focus 
May 12, 2019  7:30 AM 
5 minutes of a 30 minute program 
Kevin Kelly, Executive Director of the American Diabetes Association of Southern 
Pennsylvania and Delaware, discussed the economics of diabetes and its impact on 
society, in PA diabetes costs us almost 13 billion each year in medical care, other 
services and lost wages, in DE the number is almost 100 million.  There is also a 
disparity in its effects on the poor who have less access to healthy food choices or 
recreational activity.   He noted that - if we don't change our ways - by 2050 one half of 
us will be diagnosed and living with diabetes.    
 
Philadelphia Focus 
May 19, 2019  7:30 AM 
5 minutes of a 30 minute program 
Mary McGerty Sieber, a Product Safety Investigator for the US Consumer Product 
Safety Commission, discussed the USCPSC’s Business Education offerings, including 
materials and handbooks on product testing, regulations and compliance for small 
businesses or start-ups. 
 
Philadelphia Focus 
June 23, 2019  7:30 AM 
10 minutes of a 30 minute program 
Autism Advocate and Author Erin Clemens, and Dr. Todd Harris, Executive Director of 
Autism Services at Devereux Advanced Behavioral Health continued a conversation 
begun in his last appearance, are we spending too much time concentrating on a 
diploma at the expense of preparing the youth with ASD for independence with a job 
and a social life?   Erin, noted that she lost critical support through a lack of information 
– she did not know that by deferring her high school graduation she could receive 
services through her 21st birthday.  Dr. Harris discussed the need for parents to register 
for services well before graduation and to plan ahead for the time when their child is no 
longer in the school system.     
 



Issue: Family Issues 
 

Philadelphia Focus 
April 7, 2019  7:30 AM 
15 minutes of a 30 minute program 
Kwinn Tucker, Executive Director, and Nancy Craskey, Director of Development, 
discussed CityTeam and its work with families for lasting solutions, addressing systemic 
issues of intergenerational poverty, food insecurity and addiction.   They aim to instill 
ownership of the process in their clients, they ask ‘what are your immediate needs’ and 
‘how can we help?’  Their own services range from emergency crisis help such as food 
or diapers, to addiction help, a ‘shop’ in their main facility where families can choose 
clothing for the parents and kids and toys and books for their children, a computer lab, 
GED classes, housing counseling and weekly produce distributions.  They offer 
accommodations for men who are battling alcohol abuse or addiction as well looking for 
long-term solutions to their homelessness. 
 
Philadelphia Focus 
April 14, 2019  7:30 AM 
10 minutes of a 30 minute program 
Lindsay So, Assistant Director of Philadelphia's Office of Arts, Culture and Creative 
Economy, discussed the city's art initiatives. She spoke about ArtsLink, the city's online 
resource to match artists with projects and art lovers with classes and events, and the 
published Guide to Philadelphia Public Art.   She noted culture also includes other types 
of art and the city sponsors in-school and neighborhood performances of circus, music, 
dance and other selections throughout the year.   Ms So invites all to visit City Hall's 
standing gallery, the April 'Jazz Month' performances, the Arts Education Fair in August 
and the many other free events and activities offered by the city. 
 
Philadelphia  
April 21, 2019  10:30 AM 
10 minutes of a 30 minute program 
Tina Pagotto, CEO of Bethesda Project, discussed the continuum of services offered by 
the non-profit, helping the homeless of Philadelphia's Center City district.  Ms Pagotto 
discussed discussed their philosophy of 'housing first.'  Many organizations work on a 
temporary sheltering basis; a client must prove he or she is 'housing ready' with issues 
resolved before receiving housing; Bethesda believes that by removing the stress and 
chaos of the street, you can get a better, long last term result.  Not a temporary 
homeless shelter, they work with single, homeless adult men to first house, then help 
them develop a plan to remain sheltered, through drug and alcohol treatment, medical 
and psychiatric care, education and/or job training. Self-determination is key.  She noted 
that one size doesn't fit all, some need mental health services, many need government 
IDs; all are evaluated individually.  Bethesda works with other agencies, avoiding a 
duplication of services, connecting their clients with the programs and resources they 
need.  Bethesda is looking for businesses and individuals as donors and volunteers, it is 
in need of in-kind and cash contributions for its residents and residences, and 
volunteers to work in their homes and offices. 



 
Philadelphia Focus 
May 12, 2019  7:30 AM 
5 minutes of a 30 minute program 
Kevin Kelly, Executive Director of the American Diabetes Association of Southern 
Pennsylvania and Delaware, discussed how we can get involved, through volunteering 
or by participating in events such as the November 2 Step Out Walk to Stop Diabetes 
and the upcoming June 15th Tour de Cure, a bike and walk/run starting in Doylestown.  
Bikers can choose 3, 12, 35 or 63 mile routes, walkers and runners go 5k and there will 
be a festival for all following the course. 
 
Philadelphia Focus 
May 26, 2019  7:30 AM 
5 minutes of a 30 minute program 
National Constitution Center Manager of Exhibition Development, Sarah Winski, and 
Exhibition Developer Elena Popchock told us how to get the most from a visit to the 
Museum and all of its exhibits, through education guides for teachers and parents to 
Town Hall lectures and discussions. 
 
Philadelphia Focus 
June 2, 2019  7:30 AM 
10 minutes of a 30 minute program 
Dr. Ian Krantz, M.D., a pediatrician and geneticist at The Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia (CHOP) and the Perelman School of Medicine at The University of 
Pennyslvania, and Sarah Raible is a Genetic Counselor and Clinical Director, Center for 
Cornelia de Lange Syndrome & Related Diagnoses, and Senior Genetic Counselor, 
Division of Human Genetics at CHOP, spoke about Cool Cars for Kids, a non-profit they 
organized with legendary collector Mike Tillson, one of the country’s most highly 
regarded authorities on classic and sports automobiles, who founded Tillson Motorcars 
over 35 years ago.  Mike Tillson founded the Radnor Hunt Concours d’Elegance, a 
model for the Philadelphia Concours d’Elegance.  Supported by local high end car 
dealers, the event, June 14th and 15th at the Simeone Automotive Museum, will 
celebrate Bentley on its 100th Anniversary, as well as other rare vehicles.  In addition to 
the ‘Concourse’ selection, car enthusiastic may show their ‘cool’ car, cars that are rare,  
modified or just loved in the Corral.  Friday, June 14th will be the Gala sneak preview 
with Coach Dick Vermeil, whose granddaughter was treated at CHOP, attending and 
signing bottles of his wines.   The following day will be the general admission family 
friendly Concourse and Corral. There will be kid’s activities throughout the day and 
refreshments. 
 
Philadelphia Focus 
June 16, 2019  7:30 AM 
25 minutes of a 30 minute program 
Linda Torrelli, Marketing Director of the Brandywine Valley SPCA discussed the no-kill 
shelter, which places dogs and cats in new loving homes.  She spoke on how animals 
fall into their care, through abandonment or simply by getting lost.  We talked about  



Philadelphia Focus, con’t. 
 
surrender, how they work with families to help keep an animal at home through a pet 
food and supplies pantry, through training and through their low cost Vet Clinic, but also 
how they help with the surrender when an owner can no longer care for a beloved pet.  
We also touched on Trap/Neuter/Return programs for feral cats.   Ms Torrelli spoke 
about the volunteers who keep them operating, through taking the animals, exercising 
them, and acting as foster homes for young or sick pets.  We wrapped with information 
about the big Mega Adoption event at the Bob Carpenter Center in Delaware where 
hundreds of adoptable pets will be available and ready leave with their new parents.  
She gave us tips on how to pick a new family member, how to introduce existing pets to 
the new one and how to prepare the home and family for the addition. 
 
Philadelphia Focus 
June 23, 2019  7:30 AM 
20 minutes of a 30 minute program 
Autism Advocate and Author Erin Clemens, and Dr. Todd Harris, Executive Director of 
Autism Services at Devereux Advanced Behavioral Health discussed growing up with 
Autism Spectrum Disorder, what to expect and how to prepare for a life after education.   
Erin, who writes and blogs as AspergerSadie, is recent college graduate; she lives 
independently, drives and holds a job at Devereux, thanks to aid from an assigned 
service provider who makes sure she stays on schedule and focused.  She talked about 
her school experience where her autism was not diagnosed until fifth grade and where 
no real accommodations were made.  Dr. Harris discussed social opportunities and his 
recent discovery that integration into society and friendships were more important to his 
clients than employment and career.   We also discussed Erin’s book, I Have 
Asperger’s, available through Amazon. 
 
 
Issue: Health & Public Safety 
 
Clean and Sober Radio (Paid Content)  
Sundays, 10:00 am   
30 minutes  
Gary Hendler discusses sobriety, difficulties maintaining it and solutions to everyday 
challenges. 
 
Philadelphia Focus 
May 12, 2019  7:30 AM 
15 minutes of a 30 minute program 
Kevin Kelly, Executive Director of the American Diabetes Association of Southern 
Pennsylvania and Delaware, discussed diabetes, its forms and its ramifications to all of 
us.  We began with a description of diabetes; Type 2, formerly called Juvenile Diabetes, 
which usually presents early in life and is the result of the body's inability to produce 
insulin, and Type 2 which occurs when the body can no longer use the hormone, 
usually triggered by obesity, stress and lack of exercise.   Mr. Kelly extended the types  



Philadelphia Focus, con’t. 
 
to include Gestational which usually disappears after delivery and Pre-Diabetes.   While 
some cases are caused by genetics, and ethnic influences, many are the result of a 
poor lifestyle.  He described his own journey with the disease, his ignoring his doctor's 
warnings that he was headed toward the disease until he was actually diagnosed, and 
his efforts today to eat a healthy diet, exercise and lose weight.  He discussed the 
ramifications of the disease, its impact on the body leading to cardiovascular disease, 
neuropathy, renal disease, eye disease and more.   Diabetes causes more deaths each 
year than breast cancer and AIDs combines, and having it nearly doubles your chances 
of heart attack.    He recommended that everyone go to their website to take the Risk 
Test.  We talked about the American Diabetes Association's mission, to prevent or find 
a cure, improve the lives of people with diabetes, and to educate all, including the 
medical trade and caregivers on the disease.  We noted that living with diabetes puts 
the onus on the patient to maintain and police their own health and Mr. Kelly explained  
that their mission will always include the people with diabetes, they offer an online 
FoodHub with healthy diet information, a hotline, and self-management and support 
programs.   For kids, each year they offer a camp in Delaware to allow kids to kids, 
surrounded by others who share their diabetes.     
 
Philadelphia Focus 
May 19, 2019  7:30 AM 
15 minutes of a 30 minute program 
Mary McGerty Sieber, a Product Safety Investigator for the US Consumer Product 
Safety Commission, spoke on the recall of Swing and Play bassinettes and their 
campaign to anchor dressers, bookcases and other tall furniture, she spoke about the 
agency’s Neighborhood Safety Networks and Community Outreach Resource Center.  
These initiatives help prevent deaths and injuries through safety messages about Safe 
Sleep Environments for Baby, Drowning Prevention, TV and Furniture Tip Overs, 
Poison Prevention and Multigenerational Fire Safety.  She also offered a quick refresher 
on summer safety, adding barriers to pools, keeping kids away from fireworks and 
wearing appropriate gear for bike riding and other wheeled activities. 
 
Philadelphia Focus 
June 2, 2019  7:30 AM 
20 minutes of a 30 minute program 
Dr. Ian Krantz, M.D., a pediatrician and geneticist at The Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia (CHOP) and the Perelman School of Medicine at The University of 
Pennyslvania, and Sarah Raible is a Genetic Counselor and Clinical Director, Center for 
Cornelia de Lange Syndrome & Related Diagnoses, and Senior Genetic Counselor, 
Division of Human Genetics at CHOP, discussed their work with genetic diagnosis, 
research and treatment at CHOP, the leading hospital for genetic issues, drawing 
families and patients from across the globe.   Developmental disorders are the leading 
cause of infant mortality and childhood disability and 7% of children born in the U.S. 
have cognitive disability and/or structural birth defect.  Conditions include visible or 
detectable issues such as Down Syndrome  and heart defects.  Over 400 babies are  



Philadelphia Focus, con’t. 
 
born each day in the U.S. with a congenital anomaly – and many families know before 
birth and seek treatment.  Other conditions do not present until a child fails to reach a 
milestone in development.   They described the programs and services offered and 
stressed the need for funding their vital research. 
 
Philadelphia Focus 
June 9, 2019  7:30 AM 
30 minutes 
David Skutnik, Regional Director of Communications for the American Red Cross of 
Eastern Pennsylvania, and Sophie Kluthe, Regional Communications Manager, spoke 
about ARC campaigns and programs, including their blood collections, emergency and 
disaster relief and training courses. He talked about the region served, one of the 
largest in the country, and the various needs – the shore versus the Poconos, inner  
cities and rural areas, communities facing hurricanes and areas near chemical plants 
and railroad lines.  They noted that disaster could strike anyone, through a storm, a 
chemical release or a house fire and preparation saves lives.  He spoke about Sound 
the Alarm, a campaign putting free ten-year lithium battery smoke detectors in homes, 
the pillow case project  for children helping them plan for emergency evacuation and 
their many hand outs and tip sheets on sheltering in place.  He recommended that  
every family create a plan for escape and for meeting up in a safe location and  
practicing it several times a year, especially for children whose abilities and maturity 
level changes fast.  Ms Kluthe pointed out that they respond to over 62,000 fires each 
year, and that the American Red Cross is there for the victims, with emergency shelter, 
food, and even counseling after a disaster, with the nation’s only emergency residential 
shelter.  Mr. Skutnik talked about Red Cross services to emergency responders and to 
our military when there’s a problem at home.  We discussed the ongoing need for blood 
donations and he described their collection facilities, their local drives and their 
incentives.  Finally, a look at the Red Cross training programs including lifeguard, baby 
sitter and CPR classes. 
 
Issue: Minority / Women’s Issues 
 

Public Service Announcement – Susan G Komen  

April 1 – TFN  

:60, Various times  

Information about inviting listeners to get information on breast cancer treatment and 

support. 

 

Public Service Announcement – Women’s Heart Attack Symptoms. 

April 1 – TFN  

:60, Various times  

Information about recognizing heart attack symptoms for women. 

 

 



Public Service Announcement – United Way  

April 1 – TFN  

:60, Various times  

Information about how to get along with people from other races, religions and cultures.    

 

Mattinata Musicale (Paid Content)  

Sundays, 8:00am   

60 minutes  

An hour of popular Italian-American music and pop culture in Italian, hosted by Melissa 

Cannavo -Marino.   

 
Philadelphia Focus 
April 14, 2019  7:30 AM 
5 minutes of a 30 minute program 
Lindsay So, Assistant Director of Philadelphia's Office of Arts, Culture and Creative 
Economy, discussed the city's art initiatives, from the '1% For Art' mandate, citing the 
city's own new Archives which incorporates an interactive mural depicting local sites 
important to racial equality and civil rights.  Ms So also pointed out that culture includes 
'history' and the office is charged with the protection and maintenance of several 
important sites, including Bethel Burying Ground, the city's oldest religious affiliated 
burial ground for African Americans.  We also discussed the Mural Arts Project, 
originally an anti-graffiti campaign, now an internationally recognized program that 
works with artists and local communities to tell the stories of people, events and ethnic 
neighborhoods.   
 
Philadelphia Focus 
May 5, 2019  7:30 AM 
5 minutes of a 30 minute program 
Felicia Nurmser, Managing Director of Employer Services, discussed how the National 
Organization on Disability discussed who can be considered 'disabled,' a wide list of 
seen and hidden issues that affect how a person accomplishes their personal, social  
and professional goals, including diseases such as cancer or diabetes, mental health 
conditions or the effects of aging, hearing or vision loss or arthritis.   
 
Philadelphia Focus 
May 19, 2019  7:30 AM 
5 minutes of a 30 minute program 
Mary McGerty Sieber, a Product Safety Investigator for the US Consumer Product 
Safety Commission, discussed the agency’s new campaigns to address the needs of 
ethnic communities or areas with limited English speakers where injuries and accidents 
from consumer products occur more often and where reporting is lower. 
 
 
 
 
 



Philadelphia Focus 
May 26, 2019  7:30 AM 
15 minutes of a 30 minute program 
National Constitution Center Manager of Exhibition Development, Sarah Winski, and 
Exhibition Developer Elena Popchock discussed the museum’s new permanent 
exhibition, Civil War and Reconstruction: The Battle for Freedom and Equality, Ms 
Winski described how they approached the exhibit to explain the passage of the 13th, 
14th and 15th Amendments and their immediate effect – African Americans not just 
voting, but voting in strong numbers and achieving elected offices across the states.  
She noted that the effect was especially felt in the North, where they may have been 
free, but they were barred from voting.  They spoke about the gradual whittling of the 
rights granted through poll taxes and other ways to impede voting, the rise of Jim Crow 
laws and the formation of the Ku Klux Klan when Reconstruction ended. 
 
 
 


