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WTEL-AM PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS COMMUNITY ISSUES  

  

Philadelphia Focus  

  

A 30 minute Public Affairs program, hosted by Lora Lewis, produced by Beasley Media 

Group Philadelphia.  

  

Public Service Announcements  

  

WTEL-AM programs recorded Public Service Announcements of general concern 

throughout the day.  

  

Syndicated and Brokered Programming  

  

WTEL-AM airs brokered and syndicated ESPN Radio programming through all 

dayparts, Monday through Sunday.  Brokered programming includes sports shows 

covering local professional and college teams, Clean and Sober Radio, addressing 

issues of addiction, Opening Doors to Real Estate, Ask the Experts, discussing legal, 

health and business issues, and Matinatta Musicale, a weekly program of Italian music 

and popular culture.   

  

A chronological list of the topics and airdates of syndicated and locally produced 

programs, a list of station organized or supported public service events receiving air 

attention and broadcast Public Service Announcements follows each identified 

community concern.   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



  

  

  

 

 

  

ISSUES OF CONCERN TO STATION WTEL-AM  

ADDRESSED IN RESPONSIVE PROGRAMMING IN THE 3rd QUARTER, 2019 

  

Government/City Development  

Politics  

Business  

Environment  

  

Economy  

Personal Finance  

Economic Opportunity  

Consumerism  

  

Family Issues  

Education  

Activities  

Childcare  

  

Health & Public Safety  

  

Minority/Women’s Issues  

Immigration Issues  

Cultural Topics LGBT 

Issues  

Women’s Issues  

  

  

  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Issue: Government / City Development 
 
Philadelphia Focus 
July 7, 2019, 7:30 AM 
5 minutes of a 30 minute program 
Darren Sudman, co-founder and CEO of Simon’s Heart, discussed the non-profit’s work 
in discovering hidden heart conditions and preventing deaths from Sudden Cardiac 
Arrest in children.  He discussed their work lobbying for better reporting to help 
researchers and to help alert survivors to check other family members for a hidden 
defect. He also discussed what is required for testing at birth.  
 
Philadelphia Focus 
July 14, 2019, 7:30 AM 
20 minutes of a 30 minute program 
Kyle Lewis, Program Director for Recycling for the City of Philadelphia discussed the 
city’s efforts toward sustainability by 2015.  She spoke about the city’s efforts to single 
stream our recyclables, allowing glass, paper, cardboard and plastic to go a one bin to a 
city Materials Recovery Facility for division into salable commodities and the problem 
with residents ‘Wish-cycling’ or ‘aspirational’ recycling, guessing and hoping that an item 
goes into the bin.  She emphasized that only prepared materials go in, rinsed cans and 
jars, empty water bottles crushed with their caps on, and that NO dirty cardboard – 
greasy pizza boxes, paper towels. toys, wood or coat hangers go in.  She explained that 
some items – such as hangers or plastic bags clog the brushes that separate the 
materials and that small bottle caps fall into the heavy glass at the bottom.   She asked 
that plastic bags only be returned to the grocer, not put into the landfills or recycle 
stream.   She also suggested refusing a bag and looking for the least amount of 
packaging as possible.  
  
Philadelphia Focus 
July 21, 2019, 7:30 AM 
5 minutes of a 30 minute program 
Edward Lafferty, Public Affairs Specialist with the Social Security Administration, 
discussed the system’s funding, since his last appearance we gained a year before the 
trust runs dry, by 2035 there will be just two workers paying in to every beneficiary.  He 
advised us to visit the SS website to see the various scenarios and proposals to keep 
the system afloat, important information in an election year.   We discussed the first 
attack, raising the age of full benefits. 
 
Philadelphia Focus 
July 28, 2019  7:30 AM 
5 minutes of 1 30 minute program 
Dr. Scott Stephenson, President and CEO of the Museum of the American Revolution, 
discussed the museum, which celebrated its second anniversary in July, discussed the 
upcoming United States 250th birthday and the city of Philadelphia’s prominence in 
celebrations. 
 



Philadelphia Focus 
August 25, 2019, 7:30 AM 
5 minutes of a 30 minute program 
Sean Kelley, Senior Vice-President and Director of Interpretation at Eastern State 
Penitentiary, described how the historic prison was saved from the wrecking ball and 
slowly reopened to the public.  He discussed its impact on prison construction across 
the globe and the writing about Philadelphia’s approach to redemption and punishment.    
 
Philadelphia Focus 
September 8, 2019, 7:30 AM 
25 minutes of a 30 minute program 
Mary Ann Murtha, Chapter Board Chair on the American Federation for Suicide 
Prevention of Greater Philadelphia, discussed the work they do with federal, state and 
local government advocating legislative polices on resources and programming funds.  
She noted a major success with the designation of a national ‘911’ for suicide 
prevention, a 24/7 3 digit emergency number, 988. 
 
Philadelphia Focus 
September 15, 2019, 7:30 AM 
15 minutes of a 30 minute program 
Oliver Bass, President of Natural Lands discussed the non-profit and its mission, to 
save open space, care for nature, and connect people to the outdoors.   Founded in 
1953, Natural Lands today works in Eastern PA and Southern NJ, protecting over 
125,000 acres at 44 nature preserves, most of which is open to the public, free of 
charge 356 days a year.  Over 2.5 million people live within five miles of land protected 
by Natural Lands.   He discussed the founding by a local accountant and amateur bird-
watcher, Allston Jenkins, and his fight to protect local land for the native creatures.   
Today National Lands benefits from farmers and large land owners seeking to preserve 
their properties after they're gone, through donation and trusts.  Properties administered 
by Natural Lands include storied estates such as Stoneleigh and its gardens.    
 
Philadelphia Focus 
September 22, 2019, 7:30 AM 
10 minutes of a 30 minute program 
Anne John, President of the Pennsylvania Bar Association, discussed the services the 
organization offers to its attorney members and the general public.  She described it 
mission, including to advance the science of jurisprudence, to see that no one is denied 
justice on account of poverty, that no one is denied their legal rights, to promote a 
thorough legal education and to promote diversity and cordial intercourse within the 
profession.  The PBA is also the advocacy arm of the profession, offering opinions on 
the legal ramifications of legislation.  They work with lawmakers on new legislation and 
give PBA's positions on issues before the General Assembly.    She discussed the PBA 
Judicial Evaluation Commission, an independent review board that serves to inform the 
public of the qualifications and merits of judicial candidates.  After a brief overview of the 
judicial system that explained the importance of the Superior Court, Ms John explained 
how the commission interviews candidates and rates them based on their education, 



writing skills, temperament and fitness for the bench, candidates voluntarily appear 
before the commission and are rated Highly Recommended, Recommended and Not 
Recommended. Candidates who do not appear receive a rating of Not Recommended 
for Failure to Participate, it is not a judgement of their qualifications. 
 
Philadelphia Focus 
September 29, 2019, 7:30 AM 
10 minutes of a 30 minute program 
Nick McAllister, Executive Director of the Friends of Laurel Hill Cemetery and West 
Laurel Hill Cemetery, discussed Laurel Hill, the second rural cemetery and first 
cemetery to receive National Landmark status. Overlooking the Schuylkill River the 
cemetery was founded in 1836 as a final resting place to famous – and not so famous 
Philadelphians, and an arboretum retreat.   He discussed its founding by John Jay 
Smith, then four miles outside of the city, and its goals of recognizing the 
accomplishments of its great men and women, and by default, the history of the city.   
 
 
Issue: Economy 
 
Public Service Announcement – Stop Mortgage Scammers  
July 1 – TFN  
:60, Various times  
Information about avoiding home foreclosure through the Housing And Urban 
Development 
 
Opening Doors to Real Estate and Finance (Paid Content)  
Sundays, 8:00AM   
July 8, 2019 – September 8, 2019 
30 minutes  
Senior Mortgage Loan Officer, Vince Sirianni, and Broker/Owner, Gary L. Cassel, discuss 
home ownership, the real estate market as an investment and current financial news and 
information.  

 
Ask the Experts (Paid Content)  
Saturdays, 10:00AM   
30 minutes of a 60 show 
Rotating hosts interview weekly guests from the legal, insurance, or business 
community on topics including employment rights, franchise opportunities, business 
start-ups, financial planning, divorce issues and more.   
 
Philadelphia Focus 
July 14, 2019, 7:30 AM 
10 minutes of a 30 minute program 
Kyle Lewis, Program Director for Recycling for the City of Philadelphia described the 
world recycling crisis of 2018 when China began refusing contaminated materials, 
instead of receiving 14 million a year for the collection, we were now charged 8-9 million 
a year to take it.   She noted that the loss of China, the country’s only client, has created 



new industry in the US as paper recyclers and other recovery facility come back online.  
She raised the possibility of grocery aisles dedicated to refill items – soon we will be 
taking containers to the store to fill instead of buying unnecessary packaging.  
 
Philadelphia Focus 
July 21, 2019, 7:30 AM 
15 minutes of a 30 minute program 
Edward Lafferty, Public Affairs Specialist with the Social Security Administration, 
discussed Social Security as part of a planned retirement.  He noted that the entitlement 
was never intended to be the sole source of income, and that we should look at it in 
conjunction with pensions, investments and savings.  He recommended that everyone 
sign up for a My Social Security card, it creates a portal that allows you to track your 
payments into the system, catch missing info early, interface via text with the 
Administration to ask questions, request a replacement SS card and later, apply for 
retirement benefits.  Mr. Lafferty described the various programs that are part of the 
system, retirement, disability and survivor and children’s benefits.  Disability he 
described as an ‘insurance’ – when you are verified as disabled – and he noted it is a 
stringent criteria used – you and your dependents receive funds.  Survivor and 
children’s benefits help should you die with children under the age of 18.  He also spoke 
of the benefits available to children who are disabled from birth or before they become a 
wage earner.  He talked about the decision to take benefits, early with a permanently 
reduced monthly payment, or delayed, which, up to the age of 70, can dramatically 
increase the amount you can receive.  He noted that it is a personal decision; consider 
your family’s longevity, your need and how much you’re willing to gamble on it!  
 
Philadelphia Focus 
August 4, 2019, 7:30 AM 
5 minutes of a 30 minute program 
Amy Kelly, Director of Family and Community Services for Devereux Behavioral  Health, 
discussed her family's experiences with Autism Spectrum Disorder and the problems 
facing all parents of children with special needs, finding services, keeping the child 
within the educational system until 21 and preparing for life after the family is gone, 
either as an individual or in a group setting.    
 
Philadelphia Focus 
August 18, 2019, 7:30 AM 
10 minutes of a 30 minute program 
From the Salvation Army Greater Philadelphia, Captain Tawny Cowen-Zanders, 
Divisional Secretary, and Susan Brotherton, Director of Philadelphia Social Service 
Ministries, discussed the mission and programming of the local charity.  Captain 
Cowen-Zanders described their work as a holistic approach, providing for the needs of 
the individual physically, emotionally and economically as well as spiritually.  We 
discussed the poverty of Philadelphia, the hunger and housing crisis, and how the 
Salvation Army works to get families back on their feet through Pathway of Hope, with 
counseling, financial planning, education and jobs.  We discussed how the case 
managers work with the families to set goals and then plan ways to attain them. 



 
Philadelphia Focus 
September 22, 2019, 7:30 AM 
10 minutes of a 30 minute program 
Anne John, President of the Pennsylvania Bar Association, discussed how the bar, 
while not mandatory, is a valuable resource to attorneys, she referred to it as 'your other 
partner' as it offers a management coordinator, payment and records management 
software, human resources support and more.  There is also career counseling and a 
job bank.  The PBA offers a CLE Leadership Institute for continuing education and 
oversees the required ethics education; they offer an 'ethics hotline' and will also give 
non-binding opinion on ethical issues facing an attorney.  Toward ensuring a strong 
legal education it hosts opportunities for law students to work with the public in legal 
clinics, as well as moot court competitions for high school students. 
 
 
 
Issue: Family Issues 
 
Philadelphia Focus 

July 7, 2019, 7:30 AM 

5 minutes of a 30 minute program  

Darren Sudman, co-founder and CEO of Simon’s Heart, discussed the non-profit’s work 

in hidden heart conditions and preventing deaths from Sudden Cardiac Arrest in 

children.  The Sudman’s formed Simon’s Heart to raise awareness of the symptoms and 

to advocate for heart screenings for young athletes.  Simon’s Heart works with school 

districts to offer free CKGs and other tests to kids before they participate in sports.  He 

explained that it takes a district of 2-3,000 students to organize a clinic as only 10% of 

parents take advantage of the offer. 

 

Philadelphia Focus 

July 21, 2019, 7:30 AM 

5 minutes of a 30 minute program 

Edward Lafferty, Public Affairs Specialist with the Social Security Administration, 

reviewed the top baby names from 2018!  Once again nationally it was Liam and then 

Noah on top for boys, and Emma and Olivia leading the girls.  Mr. Lafferty noted that the 

states will often show regional differences, for example, PA follows the nation’s lead at 

the top, then veers off and adds Benjamin and Mason to the top five!  The list reflects 

cultural influences, such as sports heroes and actors and films and television.  He 

encourages parents to consider Edward for their next son, number 169 on the list. 

 

 

 

 

 



Philadelphia Focus 

July 28, 2019, 7:30 AM 

20 minutes of a 30 minute program  

Dr. Scott Stephenson, President and CEO of the Museum of the American Revolution, 

discussed how the museum presents artifacts in accessible, interactive ways and 

humanizes the stories to attract contemporary audiences.  We discussed the museum’s 

more scholarly work, too, its archives, its continuing search for artifacts and its 

upcoming consortium.   The museum will present its first international exhibit in the fall, 

‘The Cost of the Revolution: The Life and Death of an Irish Soldier;’ looking at the war’s 

impact on a soldier fighting for the British. 

 

Philadelphia Focus 

August 4, 2019, 7:30 AM 

5 minutes of a 30 minute program 

Amy Kelly, Director of Family and Community Services for Devereux Behavioral  Health, 

offered tips on preparing a child with special needs for the first day of school, advice 

that apply to any apprehensive child.  She suggests getting the preparation started early 

with establishing a routine for sleep.   Start the conversation started early, too - making 

it into a count-down each day and staying optimistic and upbeat about the coming 

school year.  She suggested saying, in twenty days you'll be back with your friends at 

school,' then, 'In 19 days, you'll be with your friends at school.'   She recommended 

breaking down the task, getting dressed for school, walking to the bus, riding the bus, 

greeting the teacher, etc.  Another suggestion was to create an 'Advent' calendar, 

something different each day counting down to the first day of school.  She 

recommended getting the child involved with getting the clothes and supplies needed.  

Driving the bus route and visiting the classroom also cuts down the apprehension and 

fear.  Once school has started, she recommends a system of sharing information with 

the teacher, either through scheduled calls, emails or notes, to track the child's progress 

and in the class and at home. 

 

Philadelphia Focus 

August 11, 2019, 7:30 AM 

10 minutes of a 30 minute program 

Viviann Schorle, Program Director,  Project HOPE (HIV/AIDS Outreach Prevention and 

Education) at Montgomery County Family Services and Robb Reichard, Executive 

Director, AIDS Fund, talked about Project Hope’s ‘Healthy Relationships Intervention’ 

program envisions individuals living with HIV/AIDS can enjoying productive, active lives; 

including relationships.   They spoke about the annual AIDS Walk Philly, 'Be a Lifeline' 

coming Sunday, October 20.  This is the major fundraiser for the year and it provides 

emergency relief for those living with HIV/AIDS.  They also discussed that on 

September 18, both will appear at the Montgomery County Courthouse with a program 

commemorating National Aging with HIV month, they noted that 45% of those with HIV 

are over the age of 50. 



 

Philadelphia Focus 

August 18, 2019, 7:30 AM 

5 minutes of a 30 minute program 

From the Salvation Army Greater Philadelphia, Captain Tawny Cowen-Zanders, 

Divisional Secretary,and Susan Brotherton, Director of Philadelphia Social Service 

Ministries, discussed their many facilities, including drop in centers or community 

recreation and arts centers such as the Kroc, emergency shelters, housing for single 

men dealing with addiction and senior housing.  They described their programming for 

kids, families and seniors. 

 

Philadelphia Focus 

August 25, 2019, 7:30 AM 

Five minutes of a 30 minute program 

Sean Kelley, Senior Vice-President and Director of Interpretation at Eastern State 

Penitentiary, discussed the activities that support the prison, it relies on donations and 

memberships, as well as special events including the Terror Behind the Walls 

Halloween haunt, to continue their work in stabilizing and restoring the buildings.   The 

prison is open daily for tours and self-guided exploration.   There is a recreation of Al 

Capone’s cell, commissioned art installations, the restored synagogue and chapel, 

hospital and guards rooms to see. 

 

Philadelphia Focus 

September 1, 2019, 7:30 AM 

10 minutes of a 30 minute program 

Executive Director Beth Sturman and Volunteer Coordinator Samantha Koellhoffer 

discussed Laurel House, a safe shelter and support service for families facing domestic 

abuse.   Laurel House offers emergency shelter for women and children leaving DA and 

housing for the men who become victims.  There is a 24/7 Hotline that anyone can call, 

victim or concerned friend, that can offer supports and resources. They advised having 

a plan for leaving the relationship, with custody, legal documents and secretly saved 

money.  In emergencies, their DART rapid response works with law enforcement to get 

victims to safety as soon as possible.  Laurel House provides legal help for custody, 

restraining orders and other protections from abuse. They offer counseling and 

parenting classes as well.  Samantha described upcoming events, the September 14th 

Fun Run and October 20th 5K Walk/Run, the October 16th Breaking the Silence 

Luncheon and media discussion, and their annual Drag Bingo and Galas.  She 

described the volunteer needs and the training for those who want to help with client 

needs.   

 

 

 

 



Philadelphia Focus 

September 15, 2019, 7:30 AM 

15 minutes of a 30 minute program 

Oliver Bass, President of Natural Lands talked about the current use of the land for 

family and nature lovers to enjoy and how these activities fit into their goals of promoting 

wildlife, water, climate and health.  There are over 117 miles of trail available for hiking 

and running.  They offer over 100 events each year from nature walks to star watching, 

children's events and outdoor concert.  Teaching children about conservation is a major 

goal and they offer many family activities.   Because saving and maintaining land is 

expensive he discussed their fundraising efforts including memberships, walks and 

parties, such as the 2SP Brewing Company Charity Night and the ChesLen Chase for 

Open Space 10K, 5K and 2-mile Fun Run/Walk October 9th at ChesLen Preserve's 

Lenfest Center.   

 

Philadelphia Focus 

September 22, 2019, 7:30 AM 

10 minutes of a 30 minute program 

Anne John, President of the Pennsylvania Bar Association, discussed its work for the 

public, the PBA works not just through pro bono cases and lawyer referral services, but 

also with programs such as 'My Clean Slate,' a state program that can erase a prior 

criminal record, including some first degree misdemeanors, and even second and third 

degree convictions after years of subsequent charges.  The 'Clean Slate' allows the 

recipient a better chance at jobs and housing.  She notes that the prior record is still 

available to law enforcement as needed. The PBA is also involved with reform in 

incarceration and parole supervision.  For veterans, Ms John spoke about the PBA's 

Legal Needs Clinics for veterans and others, they also work to help first responders and 

military obtain wills.   Ms John recommended the PBA's pamphlet series, consumer 

information pieces on a variety of topics, including material for grandparents charged 

with raising young grandchildren, she notes that the legislature has made changes to 

custody. 

 

Philadelphia Focus 

September 29, 2019, 7:30 AM 

20 minutes of a 30 minute program 

Nick McAllister, Executive Director of the Friends of Laurel Hill Cemetery and West 

Laurel Hill Cemetery, discussed Victorian attitudes toward death and the notables found 

there with their magnificent memorials and then the slow decline of the cemetery’s 

fortunes as attitudes changed and the city, and Fairmount Park, enclosed it. 

We talked about the Friends founding in 1978 and their efforts to restore the 85 acres to 

their former glory.  Nick told us of the many events held there each year.  Tours, 

concerts, circuses and dramas are offered to raise funds for restoration.  Tickets are 

now available for the annual Gravediggers Ball coming October 18.  The black 

tie/costume ball will be held this year at the Mutter Museum. 



 

We talked about the 11th annual REST IN PEACE 5k, October 5th, a timed, costume 

optional run through the cemetery.  

 

Today visitors are invited to walk, bike or walk dogs through the grounds.  A 

downloadable app is available to create your own tour or you can get info and a map at 

the gatehouse.  The cemetery is open every day.   For more information about the 

cemetery and its residents visit thelaurelhillcemetery.org.   You can also learn about 

Friend memberships that include members-only events and tour and gift shop 

discounts. 

 
Issue: Health & Public Safety 
 
Public Service Announcement – The Gift of Life 
July 1 – TFN  
:30, Various times  
Information about the need for organ donors. 
 
Public Service Announcement – Kidney Disease  
July 1 – TFN  
:30, Various times  
PSA offering information about the risks of kidney disease and how to get information at 
kidney.org. 
 
Clean and Sober Radio (Paid Content)  
Sundays, 10:00 am   
30 minutes  
Gary Hendler discusses sobriety, difficulties maintaining it and solutions to everyday 
challenges. 
 
Philadelphia Focus 
July 7, 2019, 7:30 AM 
20 minutes of a 30 minute program 
Darren Sudman, co-founder and CEO of Simon’s Heart, discussed the non-profit’s work 
in discovering hidden heart conditions and preventing deaths from Sudden Cardiac 
Arrest in children.  He related the story of son, Simon, who died at three months.  Unlike 
most cases of Sudden Infant Death Syndrome, the Sudmans learned what took their 
child’s life - a genetic condition, Long QT.  Long QT syndrome is a heart rhythm 
condition that can cause chaotic heartbeats that could trigger a sudden fainting spell or 
seizure. In some cases, it causes sudden death.  They also discovered that Simon’s 
mother had the same condition.  They learned that apparently healthy children can have 
the condition, and that it’s only when a youth athlete dies on the court or playing field 
that it’s discovered.  Mr. Sudman noted that many deaths, including drownings or single 
car accident deaths, could be undiagnosed cardiac incidents and he calls for better 
reporting to help researchers and to help survivors check other family members for a 
hidden defect.  He urges everyone to learn CPR, but notes you don’t need a certificate 



to save a life, rudimentary chest compressions can keep someone alive until real help 
arrives.  Toward this Sion’s Heart has created a ‘jukebox’ of 100 beat per minute songs 
to help with emergency CPR.   They also have instructions to help communities, 
churches or groups crowd fundraise for AEDs which can be installed in a gym, rec 
center or school for as little as $900.    
 
Philadelphia Focus 
July 21, 2019, 7:30 AM 
5 minutes of a 30 minute program 
Edward Lafferty, Public Affairs Specialist with the Social Security Administration, 
discussed scams, Mr. Lafferty encourages everyone to report any phone or mail 
solicitations, even if you are not a victim, to help track where and how scams are 
originating. He reminds us that the Social Security Administration DOES NOT call 
unless you’ve initiated a conversation and that you should NEVER share information 
about your account or send money to clear any ‘problems’   He told us that if you 
receive a suspicious call, you may report that information online at 
https://oig.ssa.gov/report or by calling (800) 269-0271, Monday through Friday, 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. Eastern Time. You can also report these scams to the Federal Trade 
Commission through a new site specific to Social Security scams:  
https://identitytheft.gov/ssa. 
 
Philadelphia Focus 
August 11, 2019, 7:30 AM 
20 minutes of a 30 minute program 
Viviann Schorle, Program Director,  Project HOPE (HIV/AIDS Outreach Prevention and 
Education) at Montgomery County Family Services and Robb Reichard, Executive 
Director, AIDS Fund, discussed the current campaign, 'U=U Undetectable = 
Untransmittable.'  Through knowing your status and receiving treatment, a person with 
HIV can not only test for no detectable virus, but also be unable to transmit it to a 
partner.   We also spoke about current numbers for transmission, young people are 
particularly vulnerable, Robb suggesting it's youth, not lack of knowledge, causing this. 
 
While the test is widely available and quick with results in minutes, they discussed the 
misconceptions as to who is at risk - the answer: EVERYONE.  They noted that those at 
risk have to speak up and ask for PREP, a daily low dose treatment can suppress the 
virus, virtually reducing the chance of contracting the disease.  Yet, many young people 
are unaware of it or dependent on family insurance to receive it. They also discussed 
the need for better education within the medical field in educating patients and offering 
the appropriate care.  We spoke about the stigma that still remains and the need for 
more conversation to expand the message, get tested, if you are at risk ask for PREP, if 
you have been exposed, seek treatment. 
 
 
 
 
 



Philadelphia Focus 
August 18, 2019, 7:30 AM 
10 minutes of a 30 minute program 
From the Salvation Army Greater Philadelphia, Captain Tawny Cowen-Zanders, 
Divisional Secretary,  and Susan Brotherton, Director of Philadelphia Social Service 
Ministries,   We discussed the trauma of poverty and how it affects children, how many 
of the women and children involved in human trafficking get there through vulnerability, 
many as young as 12.  The Captain noted that in the past, many involved prostitution 
became addicted through self-medication as an escape, today they see the reverse, 
people with addiction issues turning to it as a way to support their addiction.  They 
spoke on their work with other providers and with law enforcement, today many women 
are brought to the shelter instead of jail.  And they reminded us that the Salvation Army 
is still in the disaster relief services, whether it's a local apartment fire or a hurricane 
across the country. 
 
Philadelphia Focus 
August 25, 2019, 7:30 AM 
20 minutes of a 30 minute program 
Sean Kelley, Senior Vice-President and Director of Interpretation at Eastern State 
Penitentiary, and Project Lead of Hidden Live Illuminated, discussed the new, limited 
run art installation.  Hidden Lives Illuminated features nightly free screenings of newly-
commissioned, animated short films created by currently-incarcerated artists living in 
Pennsylvania correctional institutions.  Displayed nightly on the outside walls the films 
tell the experiences and feelings of the men and women living behind them. The series 
was commissioned as part of Eastern State Penitentiary’s mission of promoting 
conversation about criminal justice reform in the US.  ESP has a permanent exhibition 
on US incarceration, among the highest in the world and disproportionately affecting the 
poor and people of color.  An award winning, ongoing interactive exhibit asks visitors to 
question their thoughts on reform and rehabilitation.   Sean discussed the failed mission 
of the original Quaker jailers, this was the world's first true "penitentiary," a prison 
designed to inspire penitence, or regret, in the hearts of prisoners.  Sean described how 
each prisoner was kept alone in silence, with his own small yard and only a slot I the 
wall for meals to be delivered.  Its then innovative design, a wheel spoke layout to allow 
guards to see down the cell blocks was studied and emulated by European countries, 
New York’s Sing Sing was used as a model by South America, Asia and the rest of the 
world.   He described how the system continued, despite critics including Charles 
Dickens who requested a visit.  The prison was converted to an open, general 
population prison by the turn of the 20th century, ending its existence as a jail by the 
early 1970s.  At the end, its outdated facilities and lack of security – it was now 
surrounded by the city – made a place to warehouse elderly prisoners living out their 
sentences. 
 
 
 
 
 



Philadelphia Focus 
September 1, 2019, 7:30 AM 
20 minutes of a 30 minute program 
Executive Director Beth Sturman and Volunteer Coordinator Samantha Koellhoffer 
discussed Laurel HouseWe discussed first the forms that abuse can take, it can be 
emotional or financial, there can be physical abuse, but controlling behavior is the 
driving condition.  It crosses all educational and financial lines, it's in every community 
and costs us over 8.3 billion a year in services and lost wages.   They described 
domestic abuse and its effect on women and children; 15.5 million children live in a 
home where partner violence occurred at least once in the past year, these children are 
now at risk of long-term physical and mental health problems and they are also at 
greater risk of being violent in their future relationships.   For teens, one in 10 was hit by 
a romantic partner yet only 30% will say something about it.  They discussed the role of 
loved ones, co-workers and friends in ending a DA situation, without being assertive or 
offering advice, by just asking, 'Are you okay?' or 'You don't seem like yourself, is 
something wrong?' 
 
Philadelphia Focus 
September 8, 2019, 7:30 AM 
25 minutes of a 30 minute program 
Mary Ann Murtha, Chapter Board Chair on the American Federation for Suicide 
Prevention of Greater Philadelphia, discussed their work in battling depression, 
increasing mental health awareness and removing the stigma of seeking help, all to 
reduce suicide deaths 20% by 2015.  Suicide is now the 10th leading cause of death in 
the US and everyday about 129 American's take their own life.  AFSP engages in five 
key strategies, funding research, offering educational programs for professionals, 
educating the public on mood disorders and suicide prevention and advocating 
legislative polices on resources and programming funds.  Ms Murtha spoke of her 
family's loss, their son died by suicide after battling depression.  She spoke on warning 
signs for friends and family and encouraged everyone to ask, to open a conversation if 
they sense a change.  She also praised the creation of a new emergency number - 988, 
similar to 911 it is a 24/7 emergency resource in crisis.   She described their work with 
emergency responders in cases of death by suicide, with law enforcement when dealing 
with persons experiencing depression or suicidal actions, their counseling services and 
AFSP's campus work, including a new interactive, anonymous screening program that 
allows students to recognize signs of depression and ask for help.     
 
We talked about the upcoming OUT OF DARKNESS, 400 walks across all 50 states to 
raise and awareness for suicide prevention.  The greater Philadelphia walk is October 
6th.  She asked us to participate, by creating a team, sponsoring a walker or joining the 
event 'virtually' online. They need volunteers, too, for the walk and for their year-round 
services, including counseling, manning the phones or fundraising.   
 
 
 
 



Issue: Minority / Women’s Issues 
 

 

Public Service Announcement – Women’s Heart Attack Symptoms. 

July 1 – TFN  

:60, Various times  

Information about recognizing heart attack symptoms for women. 

 

Public Service Announcement – United Way  

July 1 – TFN  

:60, Various times  

Information about how to get along with people from other races, religions and cultures.    

 

Mattinata Musicale (Paid Content)  

Sundays, 8:00am   

60 minutes  

An hour of popular Italian-American music and pop culture in Italian, hosted by Melissa 

Cannavo -Marino.   

 
Philadelphia Focus 
July 21, 2019, 7:30 AM 
5 minutes of a 30 minute program 
Dr. Scott Stephenson, President and CEO of the Museum of the American Revolution, 
discussed the museum, which celebrated its second anniversary in July.  He described 
the museum’s efforts to relate the stories of the native peoples, women and people of 
color, using diaries and personal papers.   
 
Philadelphia Focus 
August 18, 2019, 7:30 AM 
5 minutes of a 30 minute program 
From the Salvation Army Greater Philadelphia, Captain Tawny Cowen-Zanders, 
Divisional Secretary, and Susan Brotherton, Director of Philadelphia Social Service 
Ministries, Ms Brotherton described the community specific programming offered; in 
Kensington there is a day shelter for women with immediate comforts - and help to get 
them off the street once there is enough trust established. 
 


