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The KUGS Mission Statement: To serve the students of Western Washington University and the citizens of 
Whatcom County by providing a diverse program of music and information consistent with the students’ 
interests and public affairs programming that encourages a greater understanding of the human differences 
and cultural pluralism within the University community and the larger world we live in. Through its 
programming, KUGS will serve as bridge from the University to surrounding communities. 
 
The following is a general list, in no particular order, of issues concerning our broadcast audience. KUGS has 
produced and aired programs relevant to these issues over the last calendar quarter: 
 

• Environmental and sustainable living issues 

• Policy, law and government in the United States 

• Women’s Issues 

• National and international affairs 

• Sexuality & LGBTQ issues 

• Science  

• Civil rights 

• Citizen action – local, state, national and international 

• Media Literacy 

• Immigration  

• Labor Issues 

• Latinx Culture* 
 

KUGS news and public affairs programming includes both locally- and nationally-produced programs.  
Nationally-produced news and public affairs programming on KUGS includes: Democracy Now!, Pulse of the 
Planet, Moments to Remember, Latino USA, Making Contact, Counterspin, Informativo Pacifica, National 
Native News, Sprouts, With Good Reason, This Way Out, and Alternative Radio. 
 

1. Democracy Now! (democracynow.org) is an award-winning hour-long daily news program that is aired 
Monday through Friday, from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 a.m. and again from 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  Democracy 
Now! Focuses on national and international political and social issues with an emphasis on 
perspectives underrepresented in more mainstream media programs. The show airs twice daily and is 
one of the station’s most popular programs.   

 
2. Latino USA is a National Public Radio public affairs program focusing on issues affecting 

Latinos/communities around the United States (http://www.futuromediagroup.org/lusa/).   KUGS 
broadcasts the program every Tuesday from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

http://www.futuromediagroup.org/lusa/
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3. Counterspin is a weekly half-hour long news program that takes a critical look at the mainstream 

media. Counterspin “exposes and highlights biased and inaccurate news; censored stories; sexism, 
racism, and homophobia in the news. KUGS airs Counterspin every Monday at 6:30 p.m. 
 

4. This Way Out is a weekly half-hour long “award-winning internationally distributed gay and lesbian 
radio program” (http://thiswayout.org/). KUGS broadcasts the program on Thursday from 6:30 p.m. to 
7:00 p.m. 
 

5. Informativo Pacifica is a daily half hour Spanish and English language news program distributed by the 
Pacifica network. KUGS airs Informativo every Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. 

 
6. Sprouts is a 29-minute weekly program coordinated out of the Pacifica Affiliates office, dedicated to 

showcasing radio content produced at community radio stations and independent production 
groups. Sprouts celebrates grassroots voices and is renowned for bringing diverse topics to national 
and international audiences. It is an open door for grassroots radio producers who wish to easily get 
widespread attention for a particular production, story, or issue. Sprouts is heard on KUGS occasionally 
on Wednesdays from 6:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  

 
7. Making Contact is a weekly half-hour long public affairs program which showcases “voices and 

perspectives rarely heard in mainstream media, {and} focuses on the human realities of politics and the 
connections between local and global events,” (http://www.radioproject.org).  It is a documentary-
style program produced by the National Radio Project, which is part of the International Media Project.  
KUGS broadcast the program on Thursdays from 6:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  

 
8. Alternative Radio “Alternative Radio is a weekly one-hour public affairs program offered to all public 

radio stations in the US, Canada, Europe and beyond. AR provides information, analyses and views that 
are frequently ignored or distorted in other media.” (http://www.alternativeradio.org/pages/about-ar) 
KUGS Broadcasts the program every Friday from 6:00 to 7:00p.m.  

 
9. Between the Lines is a weekly syndicated half-hour news magazine featuring progressive perspectives 

on national and international political, economic and social issues. Our production team has produced 
the show each week since the days leading up to the first Persian Gulf War in 1991. Because Between 
The Lines is independent of all publications, media networks or political parties, we are able to bring a 
diversity of voices to the airwaves. This award-winning program provides a platform for individuals and 
organizations generally ignored or marginalized in corporate media. 

 
The following are KUGS-FM’s weekly public affairs shows:  
 

• Monday: Between the Lines, Counterspin 

• Tuesday: Latino USA  

• Wednesday: This Way Out, Making Contact 

• Thursday: Informativo Pacifica, Sprouts/Variety News 

• Friday: Alternative Radio 

http://www.alternativeradio.org/pages/about-ar
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The following are KUGS-FM’s daily public affairs shows: 
 

• Democracy Now (Monday through Friday) 
 

Daytime news programming Monday through Friday includes Native American issues programming, as well 
as occasional local modules. 
 
 

1. National Native News is a daily program, approximately five minutes in length, which features news 
about Native issues, and is project of the Koahnic Broadcast Corporation, and distributed by Public 
Radio International.  KUGS airs National Native News at 5:30 p.m. Monday through Friday.  

 
The station also has a website, accessible at http://www.kugs.org. The website serves as an online interface 
between KUGS and its listeners.  The website provides staff contact information for listeners, programming 
and volunteer information, and a variety of general information about KUGS and its operation.  The 
community may use the website to send information about public service announcements to the KUGS staff. 
 
KUGS-FM Bellingham airs over 10 hours of diverse news and public affairs programming each week. 
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