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ARTS 
 

 
 
American Songbook at NJPAC hosted by Michael Feinstein #401 
Airdate/Time: January 25, 2017, 8pm; January 27, 2017, 2am; January 29, 2017, 6pm 
Length: 60-minutes  
  
Description:  Michael Feinstein welcomes Brian Stokes Mitchell, Ana Gasteyer & Lucas DeBard 
to NJPAC for stimulating conversation and performances. Highlights include dynamic renditions 
of There’s No Business Like Show Business, What a Wonderful World and Hello Dolly. 
 
 
State of the Arts #3504 
Airdate/Time: March 19, 2017, 8pm, March 20, 2017, 5:30am; March 23, 2017, 11:30pm 
Length: 30-minutes  
  
Description:  Viewers go behind-the-scenes with the new stage adaptation of Agatha Christie's 
“Murder on the Orient Express” at the McCarter Theatre (March 14-April 2); meet Helen M. 
Stummer, an intrepid photographer who spent over 30 years documenting Newark’s toughest 
neighborhoods - she has a new memoir; and get a look at the history of the toy industry in New 
Jersey in an exhibit at the NJ State Museum. 
 
 
American Songbook at NJPAC hosted by Michael Feinstein #402 
Airdate/Time: February 1, 2017, 8pm; February 3, 2017, 2am; March 12, 2017, 6pm 
Length: 60-minutes  
  
Description:  Michael Feinstein welcomes Jose James, Lillias White & Nick Ziobro to NJPAC for 
lively conversation and performances. Highlights include exciting renditions of God Bless The 
Child, I Wanna Be Loved, Come Rain or Come Shine and For Once in My Life. 
 
 
American Songbook at NJPAC hosted by Michael Feinstein #403 
Airdate/Time: February 8, 2017, 8pm; February 10, 2017, 2am; February 12, 2017, 6pm 
Length: 60-minutes  
  
Description:  Michael Feinstein hosts an All-Star salute to the world’s greatest Love Songs. 
Marilyn Maye, Maureen McGovern, Joshua Bell, Valerie Simpson, Nelly McKay, Tom Wopat, 
Jessie Mueller, Rebecca Luker & more perform some of the world’s most beloved songs. 
 
 
American Songbook at NJPAC hosted by Michael Feinstein #404 
Airdate/Time: February 15, 2017, 8pm; February 17, 2017, 2am; February 19, 2017, 6pm 
Length: 60-minutes  
  
Description:  Michael Feinstein welcomes Joshua Bell, Billy Porter, Larisa Martinez, and Brighton 
Thomas to NJPAC for spirited conversation and performances. Highlights include unique 
renditions of Somewhere, Edelweiss, New York, New York and My Romance. 
 
 
 
 



American Songbook at NJPAC hosted by Michael Feinstein #405 
Airdate/Time: February 22, 2017, 8pm; February 24, 2017, 2am; February 26, 2017, 6pm 
Length: 60-minutes  
  
Description:  Michael Feinstein welcomes Andrea McArdle, Jared Grimes, Rachel York &Julia 
Goodwin to NJPAC for stimulating conversation and performances. Highlights include memorable 
renditions of Tomorrow, Being Alive, Without a Song and I Get a Kick Out of You. 
 
 
American Songbook at NJPAC hosted by Michael Feinstein #406 
Airdate/Time: March 1, 2017, 8pm; March 3, 2017, 2am; March 5, 2017, 6pm 
Length: 60-minutes  
  
Description:  Michael Feinstein hosts an All-Star salute to great Broadway composers Irving 
Berlin, Cole Porter, George & Ira Gershwin, Richard Rodgers & Oscar Hammerstein II, Stephen 
Sondheim, Stephen Schwartz, Marc Shaiman & Scott Wittman. Billy Porter and others perform. 
 
 
 
 

CIVIL RIGHTS 
 
 
 
Black American Since MLK: And Still I Rise #101  
Airdate/Time: January 8, 2017, 6:30pm; January 14, 2017, 12pm 
Length:  2-hours & 30-minutes 
 
Description: Henry Louis Gates, Jr. takes a personal journey through the last 50 years of African 
American history, charting the incredible progress made - as well as the obstacles that remain. 
Features conversations with Jesse Jackson, Nas and Donna Brazile. 
 
 
Black American Since MLK: And Still I Rise #102   
Airdate/Time: January 8, 2017, 9:05pm; January 14, 2017, 2:35pm 
Length:  2-hours & 50-minutes 
 
Description: Henry Louis Gates, Jr. explores America's changing racial landscape-celebrating 
how far we have come toward equality and asking why we still have so far to go. Features 
conversations with Eric Holder, Shonda Rhimes and DeRay Mckesson. 
 
 
Colorblind: Rethinking Race 
Airdate/Time: January 29, 2017, 10pm  
Length:  60-minutes 
 
Description: Colorblind: ReThinking Race talks with scholars, advocates, politicians and 
organizers about the present-day impact of 400 years of legalized segregation. This documentary 
weaves together key issues in education, wealth, health and criminal justice to paint a picture of 
how unconscious bias and failed policies preserve inequities for African Americans and ultimately 
put the entire nation at risk. 
 
 



Evening with Eric Holder 
Airdate/Time: February 18, 2017, 1pm  
Length:  60-minutes 
 
Description: An Evening with Eric Holder is a one-on-one interview with former U.S. Attorney 
General Eric H. Holder, Jr. whose career has been committed to service and racial justice. Join 
Washington Post blogger and MSNBC contributor, Jonathan Capehart, as he engages in 
conversation with the third longest-serving Attorney General in U.S. history and the first African 
American to hold that office. 
 
 
Due Process #2110  
Airdate/Time: February 19, 2017, 9:30am & 7pm; February 21, 2017, 11:30pm; February 25, 
2017, 5:00am 
Length:  30-minutes 
 
Description: Part 1 of a 2-part edition of Due Process:  Arrested for a crime? Surely with good 
reason. Convicted and jailed? Most certainly guilty. At least, that's what most Americans once 
believed. But the last 30 years have challenged those assumptions; forced us to acknowledge 
mistakes are made, innocent people imprisoned - and sometimes even freed - by the irrefutable 
evidence of DNA. The Innocence Project lists nearly 350 DNA exonerations. Among them: 
Rodney Roberts of Newark.  On this edition of "Due Process": the growing phenomenon of DNA 
rape exoneration - but only after an average 14 years in prison.  Roberts' harrowing story is told, 
including his 10 years of forced post-prison civil commitment, then the need for meaningful reform 
is explored with Rutgers Law Prof. Laura Cohen and John Jay Psychologist Dr. Matthew 
Johnson. 
 
 
Due Process #2111  
Airdate/Time: February 26, 2017, 9:30am & 7pm; February 28, 2017, 11:30pm; March 4, 2017, 
5:00am 
Length:  30-minutes 
 
Description: Part 2 of a 2-part edition of Due Process:  It's imprisonment reserved for just one 
type of offender - with no set sentence and no guarantee of release.  And, right now, here in New 
Jersey, there are nearly 500 men, who've already served their time ... but remain locked up ... 
because the State deems them too dangerous to release.  It's called Civil Commitment and the 
state says it's a treatment program, but the residents call it a prison.  And Rodney Roberts, for 10 
years, was one of them.  Rodney's story was covered in part 1: A guilty plea born of fear, a 
maxed out sentence of 7 years - and on the day of release, not a ride home, but a surprise 
transfer - to civil commitment. He would be held there, as an incorrigible violent sex offender, for 
a full decade - although it would later be proven that he had been innocent from the start.  On 
Part 2 of this edition on the tragedy of wrongful rape convictions, Rodney reveals the truth about 
civil commitment - and the 10 years he lost to it. Joining him in the Rutgers Law moot courtroom: 
Professor Jenny-Brooke Condon, director of Seton Hall Law School's Equal Justice Clinic, which 
sued the state on behalf of the hundreds locked up, indefinitely, in civil commitment. Newark 
Municipal Court Judge Victoria Pratt: her unusual approach to handling low level, non-violent 
crime by using support, scolding and social services to salvage, rather than punish. Featuring 
Rutgers Criminal Justice Prof. Todd Clear, author of "The Punishment Imperative." 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Against All Odds: The Fight For a Black Middle Class 
Airdate/Time: March 11, 2017, 7pm  
Length:  60-minutes 
 
Description: Acclaimed journalist Bob Herbert explores the often heroic efforts of black families to 
pursue the American dream in the face of unrelenting barriers.  In AGAINST ALL ODDS, Herbert 
looks back at the uphill struggle facing black families freed from slavery over a century and a half 
ago and emerging from life as uneducated sharecroppers in the South. He traces the barriers to 
employment and housing designed to keep black people “in their place” both in southern states 
and in northern states as African Americans migrated throughout the country in search of 
opportunity and a better life. Shocking footage from Chicago in the 1950s and 60s shows how 
black families trying to escape overcrowded ghettos faced riots if they moved to a white block or a 
white suburb.  Beryl Satter—an author whose father, a white lawyer, fought against discrimination 
in Chicago— tells Herbert, “This whole history of white rioting and white violence has been 
historically buried.  When people think of violence and riots in the street, they always think of the 
1960s when black people rioted, but when white people rioted, it doesn’t even have a name.”   
Yet through it all, Herbert reports, black Americans have shown time and again in the face of 
cruelty, systematic discrimination and injustice a tremendous resilience and determination to get 
their fair share of the American dream.  Herbert says, “There are no barriers that can’t be 
overcome. When dreams remain unrealized, it simply means the fight goes on.” 
 
 
Building Trust: Race, Police & The Community 
Airdate/Time: March 15, 2017, 10pm; March 17, 2017, 4am 
Length:  60-minutes 
 
Description: Moderated by Steve Adubato and NJTV's Michael Hill, this program addresses the 
complex and sometimes confrontational relationship between police and the minority community, 
and ways that we can begin to move this issue forward. This 1-hour forum features a panel of 12 
leaders from sectors of government, business, law enforcement, education, as well as religious 
and community leaders in and around the city of Newark. 
 
 
Talk – Race in America  
Airdate/Time: March 16, 2017, 8pm; March 18, 2017, 2am 
Length:  120-minutes 
 
Description: In the wake of recent tragic and fatal events between men of color and law 
enforcement, learn how black and Hispanic families counsel their kids to stay safe if they are 
stopped by the police. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EDUCATION 
 
 
 
 
MetroFocus #2051 
Airdate/Time:  January 6, 2017, 5:30pm 
Length: 30-minutes  
 
Description: Beth Akers from the Manhattan Institute stops by to discuss Governor Cuomo’s 
recently announced proposal to offer free college tuition for students. She will discuss why she 
feels it would fail. 
 
 
Classroom Close-up, NJ #1711 
Airdate/Time: February 19, 2017, 7:30am, 12:30pm & 7:30pm; February 22, 2017, 11:30pm; 
February 25, 2017, 5:30am; March 26, 2017, 7:30am; March 29, 2017, 11:30pm.  
Length:  30-minutes 
 
Description:  The following stories were covered in this episode:   
Panther Assisted Learning Software - Point Pleasant Borough High School students create 
software programs to assist students with disabilities. Past projects include a 3-D supermarket 
game for students to practice a task that will lead them to greater independence. This year the 
students are working on an IPhone app that sends morning announcements, notifies students of 
lock downs and includes a school calendar. 
FBLA - The Pompton Lakes High School Future Business Leaders of America develops 
programs that introduce students to business ownership. Each year the club creates three main 
projects that include doing things within the community, with local businesses, and getting the 
whole school involved in many aspects of business ownership. These projects are judged in a 
state and a national FBLA competition and over the years the club has received many awards. 
iPAD 4 ESL - Learning a new language is a challenge, especially for children just starting their 
educational experience. So ESL teacher Alamelu Sundaram-Walters has come up with creative 
ways of teaching children English. Kindergartners at Springville Elementary in Mount Laurel are 
using iPADS to write their own autobiographies. They use a book creator and Little Story App to 
create a story about themselves. The kindergartners start with a writing pad, and then they move 
to the iPAD where they can add photos and narration. 
 
 
The One That Got Away 
Airdate/Time: February 25, 2017, 7pm  
Length:  60-minutes 
 
Description: Once president of his middle school; now behind bars. The One That Got Away tells 
the true story of Tourrie Moses, a once-highly promising New Jersey student from a troubled 
background who is now in prison for murder, and a profoundly devoted team of teachers who tried 
to help him thrive. 
 
 
Classroom Close-up, NJ #1713 
Airdate/Time: March 5, 2017, 7:30am, 12:30pm & 7:30pm; March 8, 2017, 11:30pm; March 11, 
2017, 5:30am  
Length:  30-minutes 
 
Description:  The following stories were covered in this episode:   



CLASS Academy - Monmouth County Vocational School District's CLASS Academy is a small, 
alternative high school for at-risk students located in Tinton Falls. The program has served the 
communities and families of Monmouth County for nearly two decades, helping hundreds of 
young adults achieve academic success through a personalized school culture that reflects 
individual students' interests, talents and needs. At every level within the school – student, 
teacher, counselor, and administrator – uniqueness is celebrated, engaged and respected.   
Americanism - The theme of the 40th Annual Americanism Program at Gloucester Township 
Elementary School is: Why Is It Important to Vote? The patriotic program teaches students about 
their American heritage, civics and citizenship. The AMVETS are participating in the celebration 
that will include performances by each grade level and a number of special guests. 
Art is Math - Most children love art but some struggle with math. So teachers in Plainfield have 
come up with a plan to combine both to energize and excite their students. Woodland Elementary 
School students meet after school for an Art is Math, Math is Art program that allows students to 
explore textile pattering and designs of Central America. With a focus on patterns, designs and 
textiles from Central America, the school community celebrates their cultural heritage. 
 
 
Roadtrip Nation: Beyond The Dream 
Airdate/Time:  February 4, 2017, 1pm  
Length:  60-minutes    
 
Description:   ROADTRIP NATION: BEYOND THE DREAM follows three 20-something 
immigrants - Alexis, Rachel and Pratishtha - who were each brought to the U.S. at a young age by 
their parents. They all have temporary relief from deportation, but not legal status. An immigration 
policy called DACA (Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals) has allowed them to live and work in 
the U.S. for a two-year period. But without long-term protections, Rachel, Alexis and Pratishtha 
have a much graver question to ponder: "Will I be able to stay in this country?" Determined to 
clarify their futures despite their murky status, they set out in the series' green RV, for an 
unforgettable journey where they explore the country, have an adventure like no other, and ask 
people who've been in their shoes the questions they've always wondered. 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
ENVIRONMENT 

 
 
 
 
 
Nature #3406 “Snowbound: Animals of Winter” 
Airdate/Time: January 23, 2017, 8pm; January 25, 2017, 2am  
Length:  60-minutes 
 
Description:  Travel across the snow globe with wildlife cameraman Gordon Buchanan to meet 
animal survivors of winter, from the penguins of Antarctica to the Arctic fox and the bison of 
Yellowstone. Snow looks magical, but it's a harsh reality to these animals. 
 
 



Spy in the Wild, A Nature Miniseries #101 “Love” 
Airdate/Time: February 13, 2017, 8pm; February 15, 2017, 2am  
Length:  60-minutes 
 
Description:  Spy Creatures explore the rarely seen emotions of animals, revealing whether they 
are as strong and complex as our own. Join the spycams as they are accepted into a wild dog 
pack, witness elephant love, and are mourned by a troop of monkeys! 
 
 
Spy in the Wild, A Nature Miniseries #102 “Intelligence” 
Airdate/Time: February 20, 2017, 8pm; February 22, 2017, 2am  
Length:  60-minutes 
 
Description:  Spy Creatures infiltrate the world of animal intelligence, ingenuity, and creativity. 
Watch our spies disguised as animals observe a gray squirrel stealing Spy Nut, a sea otter 
cracking open a meal, and an orangutan washing with soap! 
 
 
Spy in the Wild, A Nature Miniseries #103 “Friendship” 
Airdate/Time: February 27, 2017, 8pm; March 1, 2017, 2am  
Length:  60-minutes 
 
Description:  Spy Creatures and their new wild friends rely on each other to look out for predators. 
A Spy Meerkat babysits meerkat pups while a Spy Cobra pretends to attack the mob. Spy Crocs 
witness a convenient partnership between real crocodiles and birds. 
 
 
Spy in the Wild, A Nature Miniseries #104 “Bad Behavior” 
Airdate/Time: March 6, 2017, 8pm; March 8, 2017, 2am  
Length:  60-minutes 
 
Description:  Spy Creatures infiltrate the underground world of animal mischief, crime and 
retribution. Spy Monkey is caught between crossfires as real monkeys fight over beach bar 
alcohol. Spy Egret is also a waterhole victim when elephants throw mud everywhere! 
 
 
Spy in the Wild, A Nature Miniseries #105 “Meet the Spies” 
Airdate/Time: March 13, 2017, 8pm; March 15, 2017, 2am  
Length:  60-minutes 
 
Description:  This "making of" episode takes viewers through the evolution of Spy Creatures from 
the original BoulderCam to the PenguinCams that inspired the "spycams" in this series. Marvel 
and laugh at unexpected and funny moments from the Spy Creatures' POV. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HERITAGE 
 
 
Rick Steves Special #108 “Luther and the Reformation” 
Airdate/Time:  January 28, 2017, 1pm 
Length:  60-minutes 
 
Description: In 1510, a young monk from Germany named Martin Luther walked 700 miles to 
Rome on a pilgrimage. He returned home disillusioned, and in 1517, raised 95 difficult theological 
questions at the university where he taught - and kicked off what became the Protestant 
Reformation. By questioning corrupt Catholic Church practices, Luther unleashed a torrent of 
public frustration and undercut the power of the Church. In RICK STEVES SPECIAL: LUTHER 
AND THE REFORMATION, travel expert Rick Steves sheds light on the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation by visiting key sites (including Erfurt, Wittenberg and Rome), and explores the 
complicated political world of 16th-century Europe, from indulgences to iconoclasts, and from the 
printing press to the Counter-Reformation. It's a story of power, rebellion and faith that 
precipitated change in Europe and Christianity forever, and contributed to the birth of our modern 
world. 
 
 
1916 The Irish Rebellion #101 “Awakening” 
Airdate/Time:  March 4, 2017, 1pm 
Length:  60-minutes 
 
Description:  This episode traces events in Ireland and abroad leading to the preparations for the 
Rising. The themes and events covered include the rise of cultural nationalism, the re-emergence 
of the separatist physical force tradition, the contested traditions of nationalism and unionism, the 
rise of organized labor, the role of women, the role of Irish America and the influence of the 
diaspora and international political movements. 
 
 
Irish Catskills: Dancing at the Crossroads 
Airdate/Time:  March 19, 2017, 6pm 
Length:  60-minutes 
 
Description:  IRISH CATSKILLS: DANCING AT THE CROSSROADS is a one-hour documentary 
that revisits New York's famed vacation spot, which also served as a summer getaway for many 
Irish and Irish-Americans for nearly 100 years. The documentary explores the factors that led to 
the Catskills' boom and bust, from a successful labor union deal and a flood of Irish immigration 
in the 1950s to the ubiquity of air conditioning, cheap air fares, and cultural assimilation in later 
decades. Using archival photos, home movies, private audio recordings, contemporary 
videography, and dozens of interviews, the documentary traces the history and the legacy of this 
beloved chapter of Irish-Americana in the Catskills. 
 
 
African Americans: Many Rivers To Cross #101 “The Black Atlantic (1500-1800)” 
Airdate/Time:  February 12, 2017, 10pm 
Length:  60-minutes 
 
Description:  The Black Atlantic explores the truly global experiences that created the African 
American people. Beginning a full century before the first documented '20-and-odd' slaves arrived 
at Jamestown, Virginia, the episode portrays the earliest Africans, both slave and free, who 
arrived on these shores. But the Trans-Atlantic slave trade would soon become a vast empire 
connecting three continents. Through stories of individuals caught in its web, like a ten-year-old 
girl named Priscilla who was transported from Sierra Leone to South Carolina in the mid-18th 



century, we trace the emergence of plantation slavery in the American South. The late 18th 
century saw a global explosion of freedom movements, and The Black Atlantic examines what 
that Era of Revolutions-American, French and Haitian-would mean for African Americans, and for 
slavery in America. 
 
 
African Americans: Many Rivers To Cross #102 “The Age of Slavery (1800-1860)” 
Airdate/Time:  February 19, 2017, 10pm 
Length:  60-minutes 
 
Description:  The Age of Slavery illustrates how black lives changed dramatically in the aftermath 
of the American Revolution. For free black people in places like Philadelphia, these years were a 
time of tremendous opportunity. But for most African Americans, this era represented a new nadir. 
King Cotton fueled the rapid expansion of slavery into new territories, and a Second Middle 
Passage forcibly relocated African Americans from the Upper South into the Deep South. Yet as 
slavery intensified, so did resistance. From individual acts to mass rebellions, African Americans 
demonstrated their determination to undermine and ultimately eradicate slavery in every state in 
the nation. Courageous individuals, such as Harriet Tubman, Richard Allen and Frederick 
Douglass, played a crucial role in forcing the issue of slavery to the forefront of national politics, 
helping to create the momentum that would eventually bring the country to war. 
 
 
African Americans: Many Rivers To Cross #103 “Into The Fire (1861-1896)” 
Airdate/Time:  February 26, 2017, 10pm 
Length:  60-minutes 
 
Description:  Into the Fire examines the most tumultuous and consequential period in African 
American history: the Civil War and the end of slavery, and Reconstruction's thrilling but tragically 
brief "moment in the sun." From the beginning, African Americans were agents of their own 
liberation, forcing the Union to confront the issue of slavery by fleeing the plantations and taking 
up arms to serve with honor in the United States Colored Troops. After Emancipation, African 
Americans sought to realize the promise of freedom-rebuilding families shattered by slavery; 
demanding economic, political and civil rights; even winning elected office. Just a few years later, 
however, an intransigent South mounted a swift and vicious campaign of terror to restore white 
supremacy and roll back African American rights. Yet the achievements of Reconstruction would 
remain very much alive in the collective memory of the African American community. 
 
 
African Americans: Many Rivers To Cross #104 “Making a Way Out of No Way (1897-
1940)” 
Airdate/Time:  March 5, 2017, 10pm 
Length:  60-minutes 
 
Description:  Something from Nothing portrays the Jim Crow era, when African Americans 
struggled to build their own worlds within the harsh, narrow confines of segregation. At the turn of 
the 20th century, a steady stream of African Americans left the South, fleeing the threat of racial 
violence, and searching for better opportunities in the North and the West. Leaders like Ida B. 
Wells, W.E.B. Du Bois, Booker T. Washington and Marcus Garvey organized, offering vastly 
different strategies to further black empowerment and equality. Yet successful black institutions 
and individuals were always at risk. At the same time, the ascendance of black arts and culture 
showed that a community with a strong identity and sense of pride was taking hold in spite of Jim 
Crow. "The Harlem Renaissance" would not only redefine how America saw African Americans, 
but how African Americans saw themselves. 
 
 
 



African Americans: Many Rivers To Cross #105 “Rise (1940-1968)” 
Airdate/Time:  March 12, 2017, 10pm 
Length:  60-minutes 
 
Description:  Rise! examines the long road to civil rights, when the deep contradictions in 
American society finally became unsustainable. Beginning in World War II, African Americans 
who helped fight fascism abroad came home to face the same old racial violence. But this time, 
mass media-from print to radio and TV-broadcast that injustice to the world, planting seeds of 
resistance. And the success of black entrepreneurs and entertainers fueled African American 
hopes and dreams. In December 1955, Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat to a white man on 
a city bus in Montgomery, Alabama, heralding the dawn of a new movement of quiet resistance, 
with the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. as its public face. Before long, masses of African 
Americans practiced this nonviolent approach at great personal risk to integrate public schools, 
lunch counters and more. As the civil rights movement scored one historic victory after another, 
non-violence was still all too often met with violence-until finally, enough was enough. By 1968, 
Dr. King, the apostle of non-violence, would be assassinated, unleashing a new call for "Black 
Power" across the country. 
 
 
African Americans: Many Rivers To Cross #106 “A More Perfect Union (1968-2013)” 
Airdate/Time:  March 19, 2017, 10pm 
Length:  60-minutes 
 
Description:  After 1968, African Americans set out to build a bright new future on the foundation 
of the civil rights movement's victories, but a growing class disparity threatened to split the black 
community in two. As hundreds of African Americans won political office across the country and 
the black middle class made unprecedented progress, larger economic and political forces 
isolated the black urban poor in the inner cities, vulnerable to new social ills and an epidemic of 
incarceration. Yet African Americans of all backgrounds came together to support Illinois Senator 
Barack Obama in his historic campaign for the presidency of the United States. When he won in 
2008, many hoped that America had finally transcended race and racism. By the time of his 
second victory, it was clear that many issues, including true racial equality, remain to be resolved. 
Now we ask: How will African Americans help redefine the United States in the years to come? 
 

 
 
 
 

LOCAL POLITICS & CONCERNS  
 

 
 
 
Pasta & Politics with Nick Acocella #206 
Airdate/Time: January 4, 2017, 8pm; January 6, 2017, 2am & 10:30pm 
Length:  30-minutes 
 
Description:  Senator Kevin O’Toole cooks Gemelli with Pesto on Pasta & Politics with Nick 
Acocella and talks about his Korean heritage, his 27 years in elective office, his bipartisan 
approach, his gladiatorial style, his Assembly-to-Senate-to-Assembly-and-back-to-the-Senate 
career, his views on how to fix the system, his reasons for retiring from elected office, and his 
post-retirement mentoring plans. 

 
 



MetroFocus #2051 
Airdate/Time:  January 6, 2017, 5:30pm 
Length: 30-minutes  
 
Description: Beth Akers from the Manhattan Institute stops by to discuss Governor Cuomo’s 
recently announced proposal to offer free college tuition for students. She will discuss why she 
feels it would fail. 
  
 
MetroFocus #2052 
Airdate/Time:  January 9, 2017, 5:30pm 
Length: 30-minutes  
 
Description: Jimmy Vielkind, reporter for Politico, stops by to discuss Governor Cuomo’s “State of 
the State” tour, consisting of six separate State of the State speeches he is making over the next 
three days. We've got details on what he said in Manhattan today during the first speech. 
 
 
NJTV Special Report: State of the State Address 
Airdate/Time:  January 10, 2017, 2pm; January 11, 2017, 12am 
Length: 2-hours & 32-minutes  
 
Description: NJTV News live coverage of Gov. Chris Christie’s State of the State address, 
analysis and the post-address Democratic response.   
 
 
NJTV News with Mary Alice Williams #6144 
Airdate/Time:  January 18, 2017, 6:00pm, 7:30pm, 11:00pm; January 19, 2017, 6:30am 
Length: 30-minutes  
 
Description: The school funding fight. If Christie's "Fairness Formula" cuts taxes for the rich and 
education for the poor, do lawmakers have a better fix? Trump cabinet picks to oversee health 
and the environment get an earful from skeptical senators in confirmation hearings. Affordable 
housing advocates score a big win. The high court rules cities are obligated to build housing for 
those in need. A big fight brewing over a proposed PATH train extension. Will the Wall Street to 
airport line have a stop in Newark's South Ward? And calling in reinforcements. The state's hired 
an Atlantic City insider to help the state appointed overseer fix the city’s finances. 
 
 
New Jersey Capitol Report with Steve Adubato & Rafael Pi Roman #642 
Airdate/Time:  February 4, 2017, 6am, 12:30pm & 5:30pm; February 5, 2017, 8am; February 6, 
2017, 6:30am 
Length: 30-minutes  
 
Description: Michele Siekerka, President, New Jersey Business & Industry Association explains 
the results of the NJBIA’s annual business outlook survey and talks about what the state needs to 
improve upon in order to remain competitive with neighboring states.  
Lieutenant Governor Kim Guadagno talks about the ways New Jersey can improve the business 
climate, and gives insight on the economic impact $15/hour minimum wage hike could have on 
the state.  
Julie Roginsky, Democratic Strategist and President of Comprehensive Communications Group 
shares her analysis on what went wrong with the Clinton campaign and whether she thinks the 
FBI investigation into Clinton’s emails played a significant role in the outcome of the election.  
Roger Bodman, Republican Strategist and Senior Partner, Public Strategies Impact talks about 
what made President-elect Trump the more appealing candidate nationally and what this means 



for the future of the Republican Party. He also explains how Trump’s twitter activity might 
negatively impact his presidency.  
 
 
MetroFocus #2078 
Airdate/Time:  February 16, 2017, 5:30pm 
Length: 30-minutes  
 
Description: Michael Wildes, former mayor of Englewood, NJ and former federal prosecutor, 
stops by to discuss a judge’s ruling that there is probable cause to charge Governor Chris 
Christie with official misconduct for his role over the Bridgegate scandal. 
 
 
NJTV News with Mary Alice Williams #6166 
Airdate/Time:  February 17, 2017, 6:00pm, 7:30pm, 11:00pm; February 18, 2017, 6:30am 
Length: 30-minutes  
 
Description: The annual Walk to Washington. A who's who of politics and business leaders heard 
a dire warning from Gov. Christie. Measuring the impact of bail reform. It's taking pressure off 
jails. But the rollout has not been free of glitches. More parents are opting their children out of 
vaccines to prevent contagious disease. Is religious exemption the only reason? A health care 
giant is facing charges of over billing Medicare and cheating taxpayers out of hundreds of millions 
of dollars. And a trove of wild animals captured on canvas in an historic museum inspired by 
Teddy Roosevelt. 
 
 
NJTV Special Report: State Budget Address 
Airdate/Time:  February 28, 2017, 2pm; March 1, 2017, 12am 
Length: 2-hours & 39-minutes  
 
Description: NJTV News coverage of Gov. Chris Christie’s 2017 Budget Address from Trenton. 
 
 
Reporters Roundtable with Michael Aron #2921 
Airdate/Time:  March 4, 2017, 6:00pm; March 5, 2017, 10am 
Length: 30-minutes  
 
Description: Gov. Christie gives his final budget address. But some proposals on how to close the 
gaps in the budget raise more questions than answers. Accusations of conflicts of interest 
continue in the governor’s race. Former PA Commissioner David Samson requests a lesser 
sentence in his corruption case. Michael Aron is joined by John Reitmeyer, Matt Arco, Andrew 
George and David Cruz to break it all down. 
 
 
On The Record #3322 
Airdate/Time:  March 11, 2017, 6:30pm & March 12, 2017, 10:30am 
Length: 30-minutes  
 
Description: Host Michael Aron talks with Assembly Speaker Prieto and Minority Leader Bramnick 
on what kind of effect President Trump has had on New Jersey. What might the impact of the 
new ACA 'repair' plan be on the state. Concealed carry laws return to the spotlight. And working 
out the details of Gov. Christie's budget proposal. 
 
 
 



 
NATIONAL POLITICS & CONCERNS  

 
 
 
 
 
MetroFocus #2059 
Airdate/Time: January 19, 2017, 5:30pm 
Length: 30-minutes  
 
Description:  Carolyn Maloney, New York Democratic Congresswoman, and John Faso, New 
York Republican Congressman, stop by to discuss the mood inside Capitol Hill, with less than 24 
hours to go for Donald Trump's inauguration. 
 
 
MetroFocus #2065 
Airdate/Time:  January 30, 2017, 5:30pm 
Length: 30-minutes  
 
Description:  We explore the ongoing protests against President Trump’s travel bans. Steven 
Choi, the executive director of the New York Immigration Coalition, and one of the men who 
inspired the demonstrations, stops by to discuss the backlash to the president’s refugee ban. 
 
 
MetroFocus #2068 
Airdate/Time:  February 2, 2017, 5:30pm 
Length: 30-minutes  
 
Description:  We explore the current state and future of journalism in a time of Donald Trump’s 
presidency. The participants of the media roundtable will be: Amy Goodman, host & executive 
producer of Democracy Now!; Ken Kurson, chief editor of New York Observer, and Betsy West, 
documentary filmmaker and professor of Columbia Journalism School. 
 
 
New Jersey Capitol Report with Steve Adubato & Rafael Pi Roman #642 
Airdate/Time:  February 4, 2017, 6am, 12:30pm & 5:30pm; February 5, 2017, 8am; February 6, 
2017, 6:30am 
Length: 30-minutes  
 
Description: Michele Siekerka, President, New Jersey Business & Industry Association explains 
the results of the NJBIA’s annual business outlook survey and talks about what the state needs to 
improve upon in order to remain competitive with neighboring states.  
Lieutenant Governor Kim Guadagno talks about the ways New Jersey can improve the business 
climate, and gives insight on the economic impact $15/hour minimum wage hike could have on 
the state.  
Julie Roginsky, Democratic Strategist and President of Comprehensive Communications Group 
shares her analysis on what went wrong with the Clinton campaign and whether she thinks the 
FBI investigation into Clinton’s emails played a significant role in the outcome of the election.  
Roger Bodman, Republican Strategist and Senior Partner, Public Strategies Impact talks about 
what made President-elect Trump the more appealing candidate nationally and what this means 
for the future of the Republican Party. He also explains how Trump’s twitter activity might 
negatively impact his presidency.  
 



 
WOMEN’S HISTORY & ISSUES 

 
 
 
 
 
Secrets of the Dead #1502 “Cleopatra’s Lost Tomb” 
Airdate/Time:  January 30, 2017, 10pm; February 1, 2017, 4am 
Length:  60-minutes 
 
Description:  Learn about the legendary queen Cleopatra, who ruled the Egyptian empire. Will an  
amateur archaeologist's theory reveal where the queen's lost tomb is hidden? 
 
  
Evening with Gwen Ifill  
Airdate/Time:  February 25, 2017, 1pm 
Length:  60-minutes 
 
Description:  An Evening With Gwen Ifill is a one-on-one interview of Gwen Ifill, one of the most 
prolific journalists of our time. Taped in the historic Coolidge Auditorium of the Library of 
Congress' Thomas Jefferson Building, and hosted by Gwen's friend and fellow journalist Michele 
Norris, An Evening With Gwen Ifill turns the tables on the long-time host, giving an insider's 
perspective into Gwen's childhood and development as a print and television correspondent. 
 
 
Raising Ms. President 
Airdate/Time:  March 4, 2017, 7pm 
Length:  60-minutes 
 
Description:  Women make up more than half of the American population and workforce. Yet, the 
United States only ranks 97th out of 190 countries when it comes to the number of women in 
elected office. According to research conducted by Jennifer Lawless, director of the Women & 
Politics Institute, and Richard Fox, political science department chair at Loyola Marymount 
University, women are less likely than men to run for office, and often consider themselves under-
qualified to serve, despite their success in business and education. In the documentary RAISING 
MS. PRESIDENT, filmmaker Kiley Lane explores why more women don't run for office. Through 
interviews with elected officials, scholars, high school students and leaders of two non-profits 
dedicated to raising the next generation of female leaders, the program investigates where 
political ambition begins and why society should encourage more women to lead. Interviewees 
include Anne Moses, founder of IGNITE; Senator Lisa Murkowski, Republican of Alaska; Tiffany 
Dufu, former president of the White House Project; Melissa Deckman, professor of public affairs 
at Washington College; Susannah W. Shakow, founder of Running Start; Emiliana Simon-
Thomas, cognitive,affective and behavioral neuroscientist at UC Berkeley; and Amanda Adkins, 
GOP state chair, Kansas; among others. 
 
 
Uncommon Grace: The Life of Flannery O’Connor 
Airdate/Time:  March 19, 2017, 4pm 
Length:  60-minutes 
 
Description:  Despite her premature death at age 39, Flannery O'Connor left behind one of the 
most haunting and strikingly original bodies of work in 20th Century literature. With the rural 
South as her backdrop, she brought to life a string of eccentric characters torn between their 
worldly ambitions and the need for a more enduring truth. This film traces the people and events 



that shaped her remarkable career, as well as the important role that Catholicism played in her 
writing. Featuring expert commentary and rare photographs, Uncommon Grace will give you a 
new appreciation for this highly celebrated, yet often misunderstood, storyteller. 
 
 
Penny: Champion of the Marginalized 
Airdate/Time:  March 21, 2017, 10:30pm; March 23, 2017, 4:30am 
Length:  60-minutes 
 
Description:  PENNY is a multi-dimensional portrait of Penny Cooper, a celebrated criminal 
defense attorney, art collector, supporter of female artists, and protector of the underdog. 
Cooper's life brims with stories mirroring the profound changes in our country from the 1940s to 
the present. In this revealing documentary, Cooper proves herself quite the raconteur with 
seemingly unlimited anecdotes. Her stories are engaging; sometimes funny, and sometimes 
distressing. The film is a collection of these moments as told by Cooper and the people who have 
been impacted by her dynamic spirit. The talented lawyer and art enthusiast offers a unique 
perspective on important social narratives such as criminal justice, the artists and collectors who 
generate today's global contemporary art market, gender equality, and more. Through it all, she 
has found herself at the center of dramatic social progress for women. A role model and pioneer, 
Cooper perhaps owes much of her success in transcending the glass ceiling to her unwavering 
resilience, fortitude and infamous humility. 
 
 
Perfect 36: When Women Won The Vote 
Airdate/Time:  March 22, 2017, 10:30pm; March 24, 2017, 4:30am 
Length:  60-minutes 
 
Description:  PERFECT 36: WHEN WOMEN WON THE VOTE chronicles the dramatic vote to 
ratify this amendment, and the years of debate about women's suffrage that preceded it. On July 
17, 1920, Carrie Chapman Catt, President of the National American Woman Suffrage 
Association, arrived to spend a few days in Nashville. She was traveling on the heels of 
Tennessee Governor A.H. Roberts' announcement of a special session of the state legislature, 
called at the urging of President Woodrow Wilson. One more state needed to ratify the proposed 
amendment, and that duty rested solely on the shoulders of Tennessee. Catt's few days dragged 
into weeks at her headquarters in the Hermitage Hotel, where pro- and anti- suffragists continued 
to clash in what came to be known as the "War of the Roses." Those in favor sported yellow 
roses, while those against wore red. On the sweltering day of August 18, 1920, the House 
convened. After two consecutive 48-48 outcomes to table the resolution, it was put to a vote. The 
votes were coming in neck and neck. At the last minute, 24-year-old freshman representative 
Harry Burn recalled a letter from his mother received that morning, urging him to, "be a good boy" 
and grant women the right to vote. In spite of wearing a red rose, Burn swung his vote, making 
Tennessee the deciding 36th state to enable passage of the 19th Amendment, and thereby 
granting women the Constitutional right to vote. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


