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AGRICULTURE / ENVIRONMENT 
 
 
 

Carter County Rock Slide 
Length:  :30 
Format:  Graphic 
Reporter:  Katie Parks 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.2.16 
 
 
 
Carter County dispatchers advise drivers to avoid Highway 19-E near 
the Tennessee – North Carolina border.  South bound lanes are closed 
due to a rock slide.  Crews are working to remove the rubble.  The 
northbound lanes of Highway 19-E remain open. 
 
 
 
VA FEMA Request Denied 
Length:  :25 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.4.16 
 
 
 
Federal Emergency Management officials denied Virginia’s request for 
help to homeowners impacted by tornadoes in February.  Governor 
Terry McAuliffe requested help for Appomattox, Essex and Sussex 
Counties.  Seven tornadoes hit those areas.  Federal officials sent a letter 



to Governor McAuliffe saying the state has enough resources to help the 
communities.  The state says it will appeal the decision. 
 
 
 
Raw Milk Concerns 
Length:  :45 
Format:  Voice Over  
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.4.16 
 
 
 
State health officials say if you drink raw milk, you need to understand 
the risks involved.  The warning comes after someone died from a 
listeria infection.  The Tennessee Department of Health says the person 
who died consumed unpasteurized milk form a Pennsylvania dairy.  The 
state says drinking that kind of milk can harm your health, despite the 
belief that raw milk has more benefits.  Health officials in Tennessee 
issued a similar warning last year, saying several cases of gastro-
intestinal disease began appearing in the Chattanooga area because of 
raw milk. 
 
 
 
Boone Dam Update 
Length:  :30 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  4.5.16 
 
 
 



The Tennessee Valley Authority says crews installed new covers onsite 
the Boone Dam Repair Project to help employees and materials from the 
rain during the grouting process.  Crews are grouting to repair a sinkhole 
that was found under the dam.  The structures are also grounded, making 
them safe shelter in lightning storms.  TVA says having shelters close to 
the worksite also helps the team resume work as quickly as possible, 
keeping the project on track.   
 
 
 
JC Solar Power 
Length:  :50 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  Sydney Cameron 
Show:  6:30pm 
Air Date:  4.5.16 
 
 
 
Our area will soon be home to the first community solar farm in 
northeast Tennessee.  The Johnson City Power Board was one of only 4 
companies selected for a Tennessee Valley Authority pilot program.  
JCPB hopes to create a solar community farm, allowing around 400 
homes and businesses to buy or least solar panels, which would off-set 
the cost of their electric bills.   
 
 
 
Walmart Eggs 
Length:  :25 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.5.16 
 



 
 
Walmart promises to sell only cage-free eggs by the year 2025.  
Walmart joins the growing list of retailers and food makers to make the 
switch.  This comes after animal rights groups called for better animal 
welfare practices. 
 
 
 
Elizabethton Forest Fire 
Length:  :25 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.4.16 
 
 
 
Firefighters in the Tri-Cities spend much of the evening trying to control 
a fire.  When we arrived at the scene on Gilbert Wilson Road in 
Elizabethton, crews said the forest fire scorched through several acres.  
The Tennessee Division of Forestry says the fire spread quickly burning 
through 3 acres near the Cherokee National Forest. 
 
 
 
Abingdon Farmers Market 
Length:  :25 
Format:  Graphic 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.7.16 
 
 
 



The Abingdon Farmers Market will kick off its season Saturday, April 
16.  It will include a raffle, food sampling, and cooking demonstrations.  
Over 50 vendors will set up to sell their goods.  The first 45 people to 
show up will get a reusable shopping bag. 
 
 
 
Bee Ordinance 
Length:  :40 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.7.16 
 
 
 
Johnson City backyards could soon be buzzing with bees.  The city 
commission passed on first reading to allow beekeeping in the city 
limits.  Johnson City is one of the only cities in the state that does not 
allow beekeeping.  Mayor Clayton Stout says he has done research and 
thinks it is a logical decision to allow beekeeping in the city.  The 
ordinance must still pass through 2 more readings. 
 
 
 
Fish Hatchery 
Length:  1:15 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  Callie Durham 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  4.8.16 
 
 
 



Efforts to bring a fish hatchery to Elizabethton have been stalled once 
again.  Governor Bill Haslam did not approve the project to be included 
in next year’s budget.  Representative John Holsclaw says he is 
determined to complete the project as he believes it will be a great asset 
to the region.  Land is already set aside for the project.  The estimated 
cost for the hatchery was set to be around $24 million. 
 
 
 
Apple Crop 
Length:  :20 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5:30pm 
Air Date:  4.8.16 
 
 
 
The recent cold snap could impact this season’s apple crop.  The cold 
followed a warm spurt that sped up the bud growth on apple trees.  Buds 
are more sensitive to cold as they mature.  Farmers are assessing the 
damage. 
 
 
 
Jonesborough Water Quality 
Length:  :50 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  Kelsey Alyea 
Show:  7:30pm 
Air Date:  4.11.16 
 
 
 



A new report shows Jonesborough only has one violation on its most 
recent water quality report.  That is down from 5 the year before.  This is 
an update to a story we first brought you last month.  In 2014, the 
Jonesborough water Department had several violations, including 2 
water contaminants that were over the federal limit at three test sites.  
The new report shows only one violation, caused by the chlorine used to 
disinfect the water.   
 
 
 
Kingsport Cleanup 
Length:  :30 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  Jordan Moore 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.17.16 
 
 
 
Volunteers were up early this morning to help spruce up the streets of 
Kingsport.  Dozens participated in Clean Sweep Kingsport.  It’s a city-
wide event to get rid of unwanted trash in the city.  Volunteers were in 
the downtown area, the Highland Community and Lynn Garden.   
 
 
 
Abingdon Earth Day 
Length:  :50 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  Jordan Moore 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.17.16 
 
 
 



Hundreds of people gathered in Abingdon today to celebrate all things 
green.  It’s the town’s annual Earth Day Celebration.  The theme this 
year was “Air and Atmosphere.”  Organizers hope this event will 
provide people with the information to make good choices about their 
impact on the environment.   
 
 
 
Sinkhole Repair 
Length:  :50 
Format:  Voice Over –Sound Byte 
Reporter:  Katie Parks 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.17.16 
 
 
 
A sinkhole in the Tri-Cities is on its way to being permanently fixed.  
City workers say they hope to start the work in Johnson City tomorrow.  
The sinkhole opened up on the corner of North State of Franklin Road 
and Med Tech Parkway during heavy rains.  Winter weather and 
scheduling have put off a permanent solution.  Crews hope to finish the 
project by the end of next week. 
 
 
 
Hampton Forest Fire 
Length:  1:30 
Format:  Voice Over - Package 
Reporter:  Kristen Quon 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.17.16 
 
 
 



The work continues tonight to put out a forest fire in Carter County.  
Officials with the U.S. Forest Service say it’s possible the fire could 
have been intentionally set.  The fire started last night near Watauga 
Lake in the Hampton area.  It covers 54 acres.  District Fire management 
Officer Mitch Ketron says the plan is to fight fire with fire.  Firefighters 
will put fire on the ground, and then, the fire will come together and 
consume all the fuels so there is nothing left to burn.  No houses are in 
danger. The fire is contained.  Two other fires are burning in Cherokee 
National Forest, one in Cocke County and one in the Frog Level area of 
Carter County.   
 
 
 
Boating Course 
Length:  :30 
Format:  Graphic 
Reporter:  Kelsey Alyea 
Show:  7:30pm 
Air Date:  4.18.16 
 
 
 
The Johnson City Sail and Power Squadron is offering a Tennessee Safe 
Boating Course tomorrow and Thursday.  The classes begin at 5:30 at 
Northeast State Community College.  The course will include what you 
need to know about your boat, what to do in an emergency, and how to 
enjoy water sports.  The class is free, but will require $10 for the exam 
permit.   
 
 
 
Southwest Virginia Wildfires 
Length:  :45 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price 



Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.19.16 
 
 
 
Forestry officials say wildfires in southwest Virginia are still burning 
tonight.  They also believe those fires were intentionally set.  The 
Virginia Department of Forestry says those fires are in Buchanan, 
Dickenson, Lee, Wise and Scott counties.  The state says it had to bring 
in extra firefighters from eastern and central Virginia to battle the 
flames.  The state is offering a $2,000 reward for information leading to 
the conviction of those responsible for starting the fires.   
 
 
 
Burn Permits 
Length:  :20 
Format:  Graphic 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.20.16 
 
 
 
Because of the dry and windy conditions, the state did not issue any burn 
permits in east Tennessee today.  Our area is under a moderate to high 
risk of fire danger.  The state says it makes the decision to issue burn 
permits on a day-to-day basis depending on the weather.  It’s unclear if 
the state will issue burn permits tomorrow. 
 
 
 
Johnson City Farmers Market 
Length:  :20 
Format:  Voice Over 



Reporter:  Katie Parks 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.23.16 
 
 
 
Today marked the first official day of the season for the Johnson City 
Farmers Market.  Plenty of people came out to see what vendors had to 
offer at the brand new location at the pavilion downtown.  Operating 
hours are 7am until 2pm Wednesdays and Saturdays through October. 
 
 
 
Tractor Show 
Length:  :20 
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic 
Reporter:  Curtis McCloud 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.23.16 
 
 
 
The 23rd annual Antique Tractor Show continues tomorrow.  Tractors 
throughout history will be on display in Gray at the Appalachian 
Fairgrounds.  The show includes models from the early 1900’s.  The 
tractor show covers nearly 100 acres.  Tomorrow’s hours for the show 
are 8am until 3pm. 
 
 
 
Feeding the Bears 
Length:  :25 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 



Air Date:  4.25.16 
 
 
 
State wildlife officials are urging people not to feed bears because giving 
them human food is like getting them hooked on drugs.  More bears are 
starting to appear with the warmer weather.  The Tennessee Wildlife 
Resources Agency says it received an increase in calls about bear 
sightings.  Officers say it’s important to keep your distance from them 
and not to feed them.  They urge you to keep your food out of reach. 
 
 
 
Minor Earthquakes 
Length:  :30 
Format:  Graphic 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.25.16 
 
 
 
Scientists say some minor earthquakes in our region today should be 
considered fairly normal activity.  Geologist Chris Gregg with East 
Tennessee State University says these small earthquakes are expected 
every now and again.  The U.S. Geological Survey says the first one 
happened around 4 this morning in Monroe County.  The next happened 
near Asheville, North Carolina about 6 hours later.  Both are considered 
to be very minor with no reports of damage. 
 
 
 
Tornadoes 5th Anniversary 
Length:  :30 
Format:  Voice Over 



Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.25.16 
 
 
 
Wednesday will mark the 5th anniversary of an historic tornado outbreak 
in the Tri-Cities region.  The night of April 27, 2001, tornadoes hit 
Greene, Washington and Johnson Counties in Northeast Tennessee and 
in Washington and Smyth Counties in Southwest Virginia.  The storms 
killed a dozen people in our region.  Almost 350 people died in 20 states 
during what ended up being one of the biggest tornado outbreaks in 
recorded history. 
 
 
 
TVA Meeting Preview 
Length:  :30 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  4.29.16 
 
 
 
Some local owners of floating houses on lakes in our region are 
preparing to take up a discussion with the Tennessee Valley Authority.  
The TVA plans to vote on a decision to put a 20 year sunset requirement 
on all existing floating homes.  Owners say they do not agree with the 
proposed requirement and plan to take their opposition to the public 
meeting.  The meeting is set for Thursday, May 5 at Paris Landing State 
Park in Buchanan, Tennessee.  It begins at 9. 
 
 
 



Boone Lake Cleanup 
Length:  :30 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.29.16 
 
 
 
Hundreds are expected to volunteer their time tomorrow to help clean up 
Boone Lake.  The Boone Lake Association helped keep the lake clean 
for 32 years.  Its presidents says because the lake is still below the 
normal level, the banks are exposed which makes it easier to get trash 
that has been thrown in the lake.  Registration starts tomorrow at 9 at 
Winged Deer Park.  Bags and gloves will be provided. 
 
 
 
TVA Floating Houses 
Length:  1:05 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  Shira Evans 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  5.5.16 
 
 
 
In 30 years, floating homes will be a thing of the past in Tennessee.  The 
Tennessee Valley Authority voted 7 to 2 on a 30 year sunset period on 
floating homes.  That means floating homes will be allowed to exist on 
TVA reservoirs for the next 30 years.  TVA estimates there are more 
than 1800 floating houses on its waterways across Tennessee.  TVA 
President and CEO Bill Johnson recommended the 30 year sunset along 
with upgrades to ensure current homes to limit the environmental impact 
and safety concerns over that period.   



 
 
 
Boone Lake Boat Ramp 
Length:  :45 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan 
Show:  6pm 
Air Date:  5.6.16 
 
 
 
A new boat ramp will allow more people to access Boone Lake despite a 
massive drawdown in lake levels.  The drawdown to repair seepage 
below the dam is expected to last 5 to 7 years.  Today, TVA and the 
Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency opened a new boat ramp just off 
Devault Bridge Road.  A third boat ramp with access to Boone Lake is 
expected to open near the dam in 2 weeks. 
 
 
 
Cicadas Return 
Length:  :25 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  5.13.16 
 
 
 
Scientists say cicadas are making a return.  They believe the noisy 
creatures will start showing up in the next few days.  The bugs are 
expected to be around over the next 6 weeks in several states including 
Virginia and West Virginia.   
 



 
 
Water Conservation 
Length:  :25 
Format:  Graphic 
Reporter:  Katie Parks 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  5.14.16 
 
 
 
The Town of Nickelsville in Scott County, Virginia advises all its water 
customers to conserve water.  The mayor issued a precautionary water 
conservation notice.  The notice comes after discovery of system leakage 
which may impact water pressure. 
 
 
 
Blessing of Animals 
Length:  :45 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  Katie Parks 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  5.15.16 
 
 
 
For the second year in a row, people gathered at Munsey Memorial 
United Methodist Church in Johnson City for a blessing of the animals 
event.  Members of the church started the celebration last year.  They 
said they wanted to make sure pets were also recognized as God’s 
creatures.  Organizers of the event also collected donations for the 
Washington County Animal Shelter. 
 
 



 
Bears at the Campground 
Length:  :30 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  5.19.16 
 
 
 
A Washington County, Tennessee campground is closed because of 
bears.  Forestry officials tell us people will not be allowed to camp in the 
Clarks Creek section of the Cherokee National Forest until further 
notice.  Clarks Creek is located off Highway 107 in Washington County 
between Jonesborough and Greeneville. 
 
 
 
Unicoi Strawberry Festival 
Length:  :35 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  Josh Jones 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  5.21.16 
 
 
 
The rain did not stop hundreds from going to the 14th annual Wayne 
Scott Strawberry Festival in Unicoi.  The celebration of strawberries 
featured live music, arts and crafts, food and events for the kids.  As of 
noon, Scott’s Farms had already sold more than 500 buckets of berries.   
 
 
 
 



Gray Dog Show 
Length:  :50 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Josh Jones 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  5.22.16 
 
 
 
Dogs from all over the Tri-Cities are proving they have what it takes to 
be best in show.  More than 100 breeds were represented this weekend at 
the Greater Kingsport Kennel Club Dog Show in Gray.  Six hundred 
dogs registered and were judged on obedience and rally trials.  
Organizers say some of the top dogs in the country have competed here 
over the years.   
 
 
 
Beef Prices 
Length:  :15 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Kelsey Alyea 
Show:  7pm 
Air Date:  5.23.16 
 
 
 
Beef prices have dropped to their lowest level in two years.  According 
to Bloomberg, cattle ranchers are expanding their herds and feed costs 
are down. 
 
 
 
Bear Sightings 
Length:  2:00 



Format:  Package 
Reporter:  Micah Smith 
Show:  6am 
Air Date:  5.24.16 
 
 
 
The U.S. Forest Service says due to recent bear activity camping is not 
allowed in certain parts of the Cherokee National Forest.  Forestry 
officials tell us at one popular campground in our region, the bears keep 
coming around because people are feeding them.  Aggressive bear 
activity recently shut down camping in the Clark Creek area of Cherokee 
National Forest.  Tennessee Wildlife Resource Officer David Crum tells 
us the worst thing visitors can do is intentionally feed a bear and leave 
food out.  Crum adds getting loud, backing away slowly and avoiding 
eye contact are good practices should you encounter a bear. 
 
 
 
Wrong Bear Euthanized 
Length:  :30 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Kate Edwards 
Show:  6am 
Air Date:  5.24.16 
 
 
 
Great Smoky Mountains National Park officials say they euthanized the 
wrong bear after an attack on a hiker.  DNA results from the scene of the 
attack did not match the bear that was put down.  It also did not match 
the DNA of a second bear captured.   
 
 
 



NC Roaming Bears 
Length:  :40 
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  5.27.16 
 
 
 
Wildlife officers in western North Carolina say you can expect to see 
more young bears in the coming days.  The North Carolina Wildlife 
Resources Commission says mother bears are ready to mate in the 
Asheville area.  Because of that, they’re kicking out their cubs to make 
more room.  The cubs are expected to be about a year and a half old.  
Due to increased bear activity, wildlife officers are closing off access to 
several campgrounds and trails.  That includes a campground in 
Washington County, Tennessee.  Forestry officials closed the Clarks 
Creek section of Cherokee National Forest earlier this month because of 
bears.  No word when that area off Highway 107 will open. 
 
 
 
TN Firewood Warning 
Length:  :40 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5:30pm 
Air Date:  5.30.16 
 
 
 
Tennessee State Park officials are warning people at campsites to use 
only heat-treated wood or wood collected nearby.  This is an effort to 
prevent the spread of insects.  State foresters say transporting firewood 
is how harmful insects get introduced to Tennessee’s woodlands.  The 



biggest pest is the Emerald Ash Borer, which has prompted a restricted 
movement on forest products in at least 44 of Tennessee’s 95 counties.  
Staring Wednesday, campers and other visitors will be advised to use 
packaged, heat-treated firewood available at camp stores and 
convenience stores.  Dead wood found from the area near the campfire 
site and manufactured logs also can be used. 
 
 
 
TN Camping Fees 
Length:  :40 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5:30pm 
Air Date:  5.31.16 
 
 
 
Camping fees at the Great Smoky Mountains National Park may 
increase by 25%.  It’s been 10 years since the park has proposed a fee 
increase, with the exception of the Cataloochee Campground, which 
raised rates in 2011.  Park rangers say the extra money would help with 
maintenance.  The price would also increase at the park’s seven 
campgrounds, five horse grounds and six picnic pavilions.  The fees 
would jump a maximum of about $5 with the proposed increase.  The 
park hopes to make $400,000 more with the new fees.  The park is 
looking to receive feedback through June 27.  It will also host open 
houses to decide details of a potential fee increase. 
 
 
 
Boone Dam Update 
Length:  :20 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Kelsey Alyea 



Show:  7pm 
Air Date:  5.31.16 
 
 
 
People living close to Boone Dam will soon get some relief from the 
lights and noise of construction.  Crews will be installing sound and light 
barriers on top of the dam’s embankment.  The tan, fabric wall will stand 
16-feet high, 900-feet long and will run the length of the earthen 
embankment.  That will reduce the sound from construction. 
 
 
 
Pick Tennessee 
Length:  :30 
Format:  Graphic 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  6.2.16 
 
 
 
Tennesseans now have a new way to express their love of food and find 
food that is grown locally.  The Tennessee Department of Agriculture 
created a “Pick Tennessee” app.  It offers followers a way to search for 
restaurants that serve food from around the area.  It has access to GPS 
mapping to the restaurants.  The Farm and Restaurant Alliance is 
connecting chefs with farmers, increasing choices for customers who 
want to know what went into their meal and where it came from.  For 
more information about the app, visit picktnproducts.org. 
 
 
 
Yellow Fin Release 
Length:  :55 



Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  Shira Evans 
Show:  6:30pm 
Air Date:  6.2.16 
 
 
 
Students in Saltville, Virginia got to help an old species of fish find its 
way back home this afternoon.  The children helped release Yellowfin 
Madtom into the North Fork of the Holston River.  The fish is native to 
the area, but it has not been seen here for over a century.  Virginia 
Congressman Morgan Griffith was there to watch the fish as they were 
released.  He said this was an exciting way to help the environment in 
southwest Virginia.  The Yellowfin Madtom was feared to be extinct in 
the mid 1900’s but small populations were found and their numbers 
continue to grow. 
 
 
 
Cigarette Litter Protection Grant 
Length:  :20 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.3.16 
 
 
 
The city of Kingsport received a grant to clean up cigarette litter.  The 
city will get $2500 to place litter receptacles across downtown 
Kingsport.  City officials say they will place them where cigarette litter 
is a considerable problem. 
 
 
 



Black Bear Shelter Reopens 
Length:  :45 
Format:  Voice Over  
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5:30pm 
Air Date:  6.8.16 
 
 
 
A shelter near where a black bear bit a camper last month at Great 
Smoky Mountains National Park has reopened.  The park has posted 
signs advising Appalachian Trail thru-hikers to sleep in the Spence Field 
Shelter instead of tent camping or setting up hammocks nearby.  Park 
wildlife biologists have been monitoring the shelter for bear activity 
since a person was bitten on the leg May 10th while tent camping.  The 
park euthanized a 400 pound male black bear that was darted and 
captured near where the attack happened, but DNA tests determined it 
was not the bear involved in the attack.  Two smaller bears were later 
outfitted with tracking collars and released, but DNA showed neither 
was responsible for the attack. 
 
 
 
Tennessee Element 
Length:  :40 
Format:  Graphic 
Reporter:  Shira Evans 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.8.16 
 
 
 
Tennessee will soon be the second state honored on the Periodic Table 
of Elements.  Today the International Union of Pure and Applied 
Chemistry presented name recommendations for recently discovered 



elements.  Researchers at Oak Ridge National Laboratory, Vanderbilt 
University, and University of Tennessee heled confirm the existence of 
Element 117.  The proposed name for the element is Tennessine.  
Tennessine would join other members of Group 17 commonly known as 
the halogens. 
 
 
 
Free Fishing Day 
Length:  :30 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.10.16 
 
 
 
The Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency says tomorrow is its annual 
free fishing day.  Anyone can fish in public waters in the state without a 
license.  The agency sponsors the event to introduce people, especially 
children, to the fun of fishing.   
 
 
 
U.S. Nitrogen Permit 
Length:  1:25 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Callie Durham 
Show:  7:30pm 
Air Date:  6.16.16 
 
 
 
The State of Tennessee is delaying the renewal of a controversial permit 
for an industrial explosives plant in Greene County.  U.S. Nitrogen 



wants to keep putting the water it used and treated back into the 
Nolichucky River.  U.S. Nitrogen is still a fairly new company that 
decided to invest in Greene County.  The $225 million facility is still 
under construction.  It opened in fall 2013.  The next year it completed 
construction on its pipeline that takes water from the river for its work 
and then sends it back after it is treated.  U.S. Nitrogen got the permit 
from the state allowing them to pump 2 million gallons of water from 
the river every day.  It also received a 2 year permit to let the company 
release the treated water back into the river.  Now, that permit is up for 
renewal.  We’ve spoken with people who are adamantly against what the 
company does.  Now they will get the chance to have their voices heard.  
The state is delaying the permit’s renewal so the public can speak about 
their concerns.  People have until July 25th to send comments and 
concerns to the state regarding the permit renewal. 
 
 
 
Unicoi Farmers Market 
Length:  :20 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  6.17.16 
 
 
 
You can shop for fresh produce and support local vendors at the same 
time.  The Friday Farmers Market opened for business today in Unicoi.  
It closes at 6.  The farmers market will open each Friday through 
October from 8 until 1 and from 3 until 6. 
 
 
 
Rogersville Water Fine 
Length:  :25 



Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan 
Show:  6pm 
Air Date:  6.17.16 
 
 
 
The Town of Rogersville must pay for violating the state’s Safe 
Drinking Water Act.  The State of Tennessee says the town failed to 
keep a proper amount of chemicals in the water.  The chemicals are used 
to disinfect.  The state says the town failed to maintain standards for 
several quarters.  As a result, Rogersville must pay fines of more than 
$10,000. 
 
 
 
Elizabethton Tank Fire 
Length:  1:00 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.20.16 
 
 
 
First responders remain at the scene of a tank fire at an Elizabethton 
apartment complex.  Crews at River View Apartments are still trying to 
figure out what is happening.  Firefighters told us construction crews 
were digging basements for new apartments and hit an underground 
tank.  That caused a fire.  The tank belongs to the old North American 
Rayon Plant that used to occupy the site.  Those on the scene still do not 
know what is in the tank, but they say they are making progress 
controlling the heat coming from it.  Crews say there is no immediate 
threat to people nearby.  They initially evacuated some nearby 



apartments, but those people are back in their homes tonight.  Crews 
expect to remain on the scene throughout the evening. 
 
 
 
Elizabethton Chemical Burn 
Length:  :45 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  Kelsey Alyea 
Show:  7pm 
Air Date:  6.22.16 
 
 
 
Crews remain on the scene of a chemical fire on Stonewall Jackson 
Drive in Elizabethton.  The fire started after construction crews hit an 
old underground storage tank while building apartments.  The mayor 
says he is working with city leaders to make sure incidents like this do 
not happen again.  Fire officials say the construction site will be shut 
down for the next few days.  The owner of the property says they are 
retesting the land to see if there are other potential problems. 
 
 
 
Kingsport Bear 
Length:  :25 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.22.16 
 
 
 
A medical clinic in the Tri-Cities had an unexpected visitor today.  
People at the Kingsport Hematology and Oncology office said a bear 



cub tried to get a walk-in appointment.  This is in the Allandale area of 
Kingsport.  It is still unclear if the bear is still in the area of if it 
wandered away.  While it may look cute, wildlife officials advise if you 
see a bear, you should keep your distance. 
 
 
 
Operation Dry Water 
Length:  :25 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Shira Evans 
Show:  9am 
Air Date:  6.24.16 
 
 
 
The Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency says Operation Dry Water is 
an effort to reduce alcohol and drug related accidents and deaths on 
Tennessee’s waterways.  TWRA boating officers will saturate high 
traffic areas on reservoirs across the state today through Sunday.  They 
will intensify efforts to detect and catch boat operators under the 
influence of alcohol or drugs.   
 
 
 
Greeneville Bear Cubs 
Length:  :30 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.27.16 
 
 
 



Wildlife officers say they have found the cubs of a bear killed in a crash 
in the Tri-Cities.  Tennessee Highway Patrol says a man was taken to the 
hospital after his truck hit the bear along Highway 11-E in Telford.  The 
Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency told us tonight they found the 
mother’s cubs, a boy and a girl.  They climbed up a tree near the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post.  Wildlife officers took them to the 
Appalachian Bear Rehab Center in Townsend, Tennessee. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ALCOHOL, TOBACCO & FIREARMS 
 
 
 

Smoking Warning 
Length:  :20 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  4.1.16 
 
 
 
New research reinforces what doctors have told pregnant women for 
years “Don’t smoke!”  The latest study at the National Institute of 
Environmental Health Science shows smoking cigarettes while pregnant 
chemically modifies a fetus’ DNA, which can lead to serious birth 
defects. 
 
 
 
Craft Beer Week 
Length:  :20 
Format:  Voice Over  
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  4.1.16 
 
 
 
Craft Beer Week is underway in the Tri-Cities.  Eight breweries are 
participating this week.  The big event is April 9th, the Thirsty Orange 
Brew Extravaganza in Founders Park.  Craft Beer Week is part of Craft 



Beer Month, declared by a State House resolution last year.  There are 
approximately 30 craft breweries across the Volunteer State. 
 
 
 
Smokeless Tobacco Ban 
Length:  :30 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Kelsey Alyea 
Show:  7:30pm 
Air Date:  4.6.16 
 
 
 
New York Mayor Bill De Blasio signed the bill to ban smokeless 
tobacco in sports stadiums.  The crackdown will be in sports venues and 
recreational areas that issue tickets across the city, including Citi Field 
and Yankee Stadium.  The ban will also extend to e-cigarettes.  San 
Francisco, Los Angeles and Boston have recently banned dipping and 
chewing at its ballparks.  A similar ordinance was passed in Chicago last 
month, which will go into effect in mid-June.   
 
 
 
Wine in Grocery Stores 
Length:  :30 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.7.16 
 
 
 
Johnson City leaders approved ordinances to allow some grocery stores 
to begin selling wine on July 1.  The House approved a bill last month 



that would allow wine in grocery stores, but the stores still have to 
receive approval form the local government.  Previously, the stores were 
allowed to sell beer, but wine had to be purchased at a liquor store.  
Tonight, Johnson City leaders approved certificates for Sam’s Club, 
Walmart, Fresh Market, and a few other stores. 
 
 
 
Alcohol for Minors Appeal 
Length:  :25 
Format:  Graphic 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.7.16 
 
 
 
A southwest Virginia woman accused of giving minors alcohol is trying 
to appeal her charges.  Assistant Commonwealth’s Attorney Sarah 
Wynn says Autumn Middleton of Pennington Gap was sentenced to 2 
months in jail.  She’s charged with providing alcohol to underage 
students.  Following her sentencing, Middleton appealed her charges, 
which means her case could head to circuit court. 
 
 
 
Alcohol Screening Day 
Length:  :50 
Format:  Graphic 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5:30pm 
Air Date:  4.8.16 
 
 
 



Tomorrow is National Alcohol Screening Day in Tennessee.  The 
Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services is 
encouraging all Tennesseans to take a short online assessment to see if 
your alcohol use is leading to abuse.   
 
 
 
Thirsty Orange 
Length:  :40 
Format: Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  Jordan Moore 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.9.16 
 
 
 
The cold weather did not stop hundreds from attending the Thirsty 
Orange Brew Extravaganza.  The festival was moved from Founders 
Park to the new farmers market due to the weather.  Organizers say the 
event is a great way to expose people in the community to a wide variety 
of craft beers.  The festival featured 150 craft beers available for 
sampling.  The event wraps up Tri-Cities Craft Beer Week.  This marks 
the 5th year for Thirsty Orange. 
 
 
 
Wine in TN Grocery Stores 
Length:  :30 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Curtis McCloud 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.10.16 
 
 
 



Grocery stores in our region are already preparing to begin selling wine.  
This photo was taken at Walmart in Elizabethton.  Grocery stores will be 
allowed to sell wine starting July 1, but first, they must get approval 
from local government.  In Johnson City, local leaders have already 
given approval for sales at Sam’s Club, Walmart and Fresh Market. 
 
 
 
New Bourbon 
Length:  :20 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5:30pm 
Air Date:  4.11.16 
 
 
 
The spirits company behind Jack Daniel’s Tennessee Whiskey is taking 
a deeper plunge into Kentucky Bourbon.  Brown Forman Corp. sways 
Coopers’ Craft will be its first new bourbon brand in 20 years.  
Company executives say the roll out for the premium whiskey will come 
this summer in 8 southeastern states, with plans to expand distribution 
once supplies increase. 
 
 
 
Smoking 
Length:  :20 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  4.12.16 
 
 
 



Stanford scientists tracking cigarette smokers discovered smokers have a 
tougher time finding a job than non-smokers.  And when they do, 
researchers say they earn substantially less.  Doctors say it’s not clear 
whether the habit is a cause or result of the unemployment. 
 
 
 
Chewing Tobacco Campaign 
Length:  :30 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  4.19.16 
 
 
 
Government health officials and minor league baseball teams are 
teaming up as part of a new campaign to discourage teens from using 
chewing tobacco.  The campaign targets white, rural males who are most 
likely to use dip, chew and other smokeless tobacco products.  More 
than 31% of the teens are at risk for using chewing tobacco.  The Food 
and Drug Administration says the new campaign is its first time 
targeting the negative effects of chewing tobacco, including gum disease 
and multiple forms of cancer. 
 
 
 
Wine Vote 
Length:  :35 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  4.20.16 
 
 



 
A bill that will put wine on more grocery store shelves this July is 
headed to Governor Bill Haslam’s desk.  While it may be good news for 
supermarkets, the bill has some liquor store owners upset.  The original 
law, passed in 2014, allowing wine in grocery stores included a 
provision that prohibited supermarkets 500 feet from a liquor store to 
sell wine until 2017 unless it could come to an agreement with the liquor 
store.  That provision is now deleted with the new bill.  So now, no 
matter how close two stores are, the supermarket can sell wine starting 
in July. 
 
 
 
TN Guns on Campus 
Length:  :30 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.20.16 
 
 
 
Legislation to allow public university employees to carry guns on 
campus is headed to Governor Bill Haslam.  Both the House and Senate 
have approved the measure.  The bill only applies to employees with 
handgun carry permits and would apply to college campuses in our area 
like East Tennessee State University.  The bill is drawing controversy 
from all angles including some teachers vowing to quit if it becomes 
law.  Governor Haslam says he wants universities to have the chance to 
opt out. 
 
 
 
Electronic Cigarettes 
Length:  :25 



Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  4.25.16 
 
 
 
Seven international tobacco control experts are urging the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration to be more open-minded when regulating e-
cigarettes.  The concern is that regulators are focused on the possibility 
e-cigarettes act as a gateway to cigarette use.  But the experts say most 
e-cigarette users were already likely to smoke cigarettes and they believe 
the electronic version is a much healthier option. 
 
 
 
Local Smoking Bill 
Length:  :15 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan 
Show:  6pm 
Air Date:  4.25.16 
 
 
 
Representative Jon Lundberg of Sullivan County successfully pushed a 
bill through the General Assembly giving cities the ability to ban 
smoking on city property.  Governor Bill Haslam signed the bill into 
law. 
 
 
 
Suspicious Device 
Length:  :45 
Format:  Voice Over 



Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.29.16 
 
 
 
A bomb squad deemed the scene safe after responding to the home of a 
local car dealer.  Police tell us the bomb squad responded to the home of 
Ashley and Steven Grindstaff on Field Road in Elizabethton.  Officers 
go the call around 3 this afternoon.  Investigators say the family’s 
landscaper found what appeared at the time to be a pipe bomb near the 
home.  Elizabethton Police called the Johnson City Bomb Squad and the 
Tennessee Bureau of Investigation.  Our cameras were rolling when the 
squad destroyed the suspicious item.  Police have not identified what it 
was they destroyed but they did say it was not an explosive.  The 
Grindstaffs told us the suspicious item was actually a sensor on the front 
gate of the property.  The TBI says the investigation is ongoing. 
 
 
 
World of Beer 
Length:  :50 
Format:  Voice over 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  5.2.16 
 
 
 
A local brewer has won a paid internship to spend the summer traveling 
and telling the story of beer.  Ben Lolli was selected from more than 
7,000 applicants.  Lolli submitted this one minute video to the World of 
Beer which won him one of the 4 positions.  He will be a “Drink It” 
intern and will capture and share the untold stories of beer.  He says he’s 



very excited for the opportunity.  The interns get paid $12,000 for the 4 
month internship.   
 
 
 
New Gun Law 
Length:  :50 
Format;  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  5.2.16 
 
 
 
Students at East Tennessee State University are reacting to a new law 
tonight.  A bill to allow full time faculty and staff at colleges in 
Tennessee to carry guns is now law.  It happened without the signature 
of Governor Bill Haslam.  To have a gun, the employee must have a 
valid handgun carry permit.  Governor Haslam said he remains 
concerned about the new law.  Any full time faculty or staff member 
who wants to carry a gun is required to let police know.  Students we 
spoke with had mixed reaction.  The law takes effect July 1. 
 
 
 
Electronic Cigarette Ruling 
Length:  2:00 
Format:  Package 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  5.5.16 
 
 
 



The Food and Drug Administration released its long-awaited rules on e-
cigarettes today. The agency will require hundreds of brands to undergo 
federal review in order to stay on the market.  The product will also no 
longer be sold to anyone under 18.  The rule will also allow the FDA to 
evaluate the ingredients in these products, how they’re made and their 
potential impact on public health.  The ruling goes into effect in 90 days. 
 
 
 
Pints 4 Paws 
Length:  :45 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  5.5.16 
 
 
 
Tonight, Yee Haw Brewing will donate $1 to the Washington County 
Humane Society for every pint of beer sold during Pints 4 Paws.  There 
will also be dogs available for adoption at the event.  Pints 4 Paws will 
take place the first Thursday of the month through October. 
 
 
 
Beer Buys 
Length:  :35 
Format;  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  5.6.16 
 
 
 



Ten people from ten different businesses are facing a criminal summons 
for selling alcohol to a minor.  The Elizabethton Police Department 
conducted an undercover operation to make sure businesses were not 
selling alcohol to anyone under the age of 21.  They had someone under 
the age of 21 but over the age of 18 try to buy alcohol from different 
businesses and restaurants.  During the investigation, 10 people at 
different businesses sold the alcohol to the underage person.  Police 
immediately notified those people of what they did and issued them a 
criminal summons.   
 
 
 
Racks by the Tracks Festival 
Length:  :45 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter: Katie Parks 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  5.14.16 
 
 
 
Kingsport celebrated its 9th annual Racks by the Tracks festival.  
Organizers say this was the biggest crowd ever.  Thirteen thousand 
people came out for live music, barbecue and beer.  Proceeds from the 
event benefit area non-profit organizations including the Sullivan 
County Humane Society, Relay for Life and Keep Kingsport Beautiful.   
 
 
 
Food City Wine 
Length:  :30 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Josh Smith 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  5.17.16 



 
 
 
Food City Grocery Stores will begin stocking shelves with wine by the 
end of the month.  Food City President Steve Smith, whose company 
pushed to change Tennessee law legalizing wine sales in grocery stores, 
told us today.  Licensed food retailers across Tennessee will be allowed 
to start selling wine at 8am July 1.  Today, smith told us Food City 
Stores will begin stocking shelves later this month and spend the month 
of June stocking shelves and training employees. 
 
 
 
Gun at School 
Length:  :20 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  5.20.16 
 
 
 
An investigation is underway after someone brought a gun to Patrick 
Henry High School today.  The principal said another student told 
school leaders a student had a 9 millimeter handgun.  The school 
immediately went on lockdown and investigators found a CO2 powered 
pellet pistol in the 17-year old’s waistband.  Police charged him with 
disorderly conduct and released the student to his parents. 
 
 
 
Alcoholic Root Beer 
Length:  :55 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price 



Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  5.20.16 
 
 
 
A mother says her 8-year old son was served an alcoholic root beer at a 
restaurant in Las Vegas.  It’s the same drink that was served to three 
children here in the Tri-Cities.  The mother said her son, who has a heart 
defect and takes ADHD medication, was given the beverage at a 
TGIFriday’s in Las Vegas.  The drink is called “Not Your Father’s Root 
Beer.”  The drink has nearly 6% alcohol.  TGIFriday’s said the child was 
given the drink because the bartender was new and was still training.  
We told you in March that something similar happened at Applebee’s in 
Johnson City on North Roan Street. 
 
 
 
Wine in Grocery Stores 
Length:  1:30 
Format:  Package 
Reporter:  Allie Hinds 
Show:  7:30pm 
Air Date:  6.2.16 
 
 
 
The shelves are being stocked but we are still a month away from being 
able to pick up a bottle of wine in Tennessee grocery stores.  The Food 
City in Church Hill is one of the first grocery stores in the area to get 
wine on its shelves, but no matter how early stores are stocking, no 
stores can sell it until July 1.  Signs clearly explain to customers that the 
product is not available until then.  Wine is also blocked in the register 
system.  Until then, employees are getting ready.  Thursday, employees 
spent the day unloading the first 120 cases of wine.  Selling wine also 
means more training.  All of the cashiers who are 18 and older and front 



end managers have to be certified to sell alcohol but they also had to 
take an additional 2 hour training class to be certified to sell wine.  To 
sell wine, supermarkets must also get a certificate of compliance from 
their city.  At last check, two stores in Elizabethton, two in 
Jonesborough, six in Kingsport, three in Bristol and 12 in Johnson City 
have applied for that certificate. 
 
 
 
Wine Tax 
Length:  :25 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Kelsey Alyea 
Show:  7:30pm 
Air Date:  6.2.16 
 
 
 
With wine sales starting soon, the Church Hill Board of Mayor and 
Alderman recently voted to allow the city to get a percentage of the wine 
sales.  The ordinance allows Church Hill to enforce a wine sales 
inspection fee.  The city will get 8% of the wine wholesale proceeds.  A 
Church Hill official tells us this money will likely go to the city’s 
general fund. 
 
 
 
Gun Violence Meeting 
Length:  :45 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.2.16 
 
 



 
Thousands across the country are wearing orange today for national gun 
violence awareness.  Johnson City advocates and members from the gun 
safety activist group – Moms Demand Action – stepped out in their 
orange attire to remember all the lives lost to gun violence.  Organizers 
say it all started as a local movement in Chicago for a teenage girl who 
was killed there.  They say the color orange represents human life.  One 
hundred 50 cities are participating in wearing orange tonight. 
 
 
 
Wine 
Length:  :25 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  6.7.16 
 
 
 
A new study from the University of Cambridge suggests selling wine in 
larger glasses may encourage people to drink more even if the glass is 
not filled all the way.  Researchers believe the larger glasses could 
change perceptions and lead to people drinking faster. 
 
 
 
Wine in Grocery Stores 
Length:  :35 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Shira Evans 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.8.16 
 
 



 
We are less than 30 days away from the sale of wine in Tennessee 
grocery stores.  Stores across the Tri-Cities region are preparing for the 
big day.  These are scenes from Food City in Boones Creek.  Shelves are 
in the process of being stocked with a big selection for wine lovers.  
Signs on the displays alert customers that they cannot purchase the wine 
until July 1.  While Food City stores are getting a jump on preparations, 
a spokesperson for Kroger stores in Johnson City and Kingsport has told 
us the chain will not start stocking until a week or two before the sale 
date. 
 
 
 
Vaping Regulations 
Length:  :30 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.10.16 
 
 
 
Local vapor shops are trying to determine their next move to defend 
their business against new rules from the Federal Drug Administration.  
New laws go into effect later this summer will allow the FDA to regulate 
all tobacco-related products including e-cigarettes, cigars, hookah and 
pipe tobacco.  The FDA is also banning the sale of e-cigarettes to 
anyone under the age of 18.  Many of the vapor shops in our area are 
advocating for a new piece of legislation that would help ease the 
regulations to help business. 
 
 
 
Craft Beer Festival 
Length:  :30 



Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Josh Jones 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.12.16 
 
 
 
People poured into Cumberland Park for Bristol’s first ever craft beer 
festival.  The celebration featured live music, local beers from 7 
breweries, and a varieties of local restaurants offered food sampling.  
Organizers deemed the event a success and they say they hope to do it 
again next year. 
 
 
 
Haslam on Guns 
Length:  :40 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  Allie Hinds 
Show:  5:30pm 
Air Date:  6.13.16 
 
 
 
Many politicians are weighing in on the gun debate.  Tonight, we asked 
Tennessee Governor Bill Haslam if he feels gun laws in the Volunteer 
State are sufficient.  He said, “I don’t know right now that changing our 
laws, or their laws would necessarily change that but let’s wait and see 
what all we find out about that situation.”  The FBI says the nightclub 
shooter; Omar Mateen legally purchased a long gun and a handgun 
about a week ago. 
 
 
 
Gun Sales 



Length:  :20 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Shira Evans 
Show:  5:30pm 
Air Date:  6.14.16 
 
 
 
Shares of gun companies are soaring following the Orlando night club 
shooting.  Smith and Wesson shares jumped nearly 7%.  Ruger surged 
about 10%.  Gun maker stocks rallied after other mass shootings with 
expectations that lawmakers could tighten gun laws. 
 
 
 
Guns on Campus 
Length:  :35 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Katie Parks 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.14.16 
 
 
 
In less than a month, full-time faculty and staff at Tennessee’s colleges 
and universities can carry guns on campus.  The new law making this 
possible passed last month without Governor Bill Halsam’s signature.  
Now, local campuses are preparing for the change.  Under the new law, 
to carry a gun on campus, you have to be a full-time employee, have a 
valid gun carry permit, and notify campus police if you intend to carry a 
gun.  ETSU says it is currently developing a website to share its policy 
and answer questions.  The new law goes into effect July 1. 
 
 
 



Roadrunner Wine 
Length:  :40 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.15.16 
 
 
 
In less than 3 weeks, Tennessee shoppers can buy wine in grocery stores 
for the first time in state history.  Wine will be sold in some Tri-Cities 
convenience stores, too.  Tomorrow night, the Johnson City Commission 
is set to approve a permit for wine to be sold in Roadrunner Markets 
around the city.  Some may not realize a recent change in Tennessee law 
does not just apply to grocery stores.  We found out today convenience 
stores, including 35 Tri-Cities Roadrunner Markets, will start selling 
wine July 1.   
 
 
 
Guns on Campus 
Length:  :35 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.16.16 
 
 
 
The University of Tennessee in Knoxville is preparing to register the 
employees who want to carry concealed weapons on campus.  A new 
law to allow full time employees at colleges in the state will become law 
on July 1.  In order to carry a concealed gun, employees must follow a 
set of rules and guidelines.  ETSU is also preparing for the full time 



employees who want to conceal carry.  It is developing a website to 
share its policy. 
 
 
 
Teens and Alcohol 
Length:  :15 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  6.20.16 
 
 
 
The American Academy of Pediatrics is pushing for more screening and 
treatment when it comes to teenagers who abuse drugs and alcohol.  The 
revised policy also urges more research into effective intervention 
strategies. 
 
 
 
Griffith Guns Reax 
Length:  :40 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan 
Show:  6pm 
Air Date:  6.20.16 
 
 
 
In the wake of the Orlando tragedy, Congress remains bitterly divided in 
the gun control debate.  As Democrats argue for more control in the 
sales of guns, Republicans say their counterparts are threatening the 
Constitutional rights of gun owners.  Congressman Morgan Griffith of 
southwest Virginia shared his thoughts today on why he does not believe 



more gun control is needed.  “If you take away people’s guns, only the 
criminals will have guns because law abiding citizens will follow the 
laws and so I don’t support any new gun measures.”  Congressman 
Griffith says he believes a stronger focus on mental health would be a 
more successful approach to stopping mass shootings. 
 
 
 
Active Shooting Drill 
Length:  :30 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  Kristen Quon 
Show:  6pm 
Air Date:  6.20.16 
 
 
 
The Jonesborough Department of Public Safety is teaching senior 
citizens what to do during an active shooter situation.  Those who 
participated say the class made them feel more confident.  “He talked 
about how to get away from a shooter.  You run, hide and fight.  Those 
are the three things that were important for you to remember.”  The 
active shooter training was the first of its kind held at the Senior Center 
of Jonesborough. 
 
 
 
Wine at Kroger Stores 
Length:  :40 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  Kelsey Alyea 
Show:  7pm 
Air Date:  6.22.16 
 
 



 
Grocery stores in the Volunteer State will soon pop the cork on wine 
sales for the first time.  The shelves are already stocked and ready to go 
at Kroger stores in the region.  The wine coordinator for Mid-Atlantic 
Kroger stores says Kroger is anticipating heavy sales once stores are 
able to cut the ribbon on the wine selection.  Stores have something for 
everyone’s taste.  Stores have anywhere from 800 to 1100 different 
items.  Grocery stores will begin selling wine next Friday. 
 
 
 
ETSU Guns Policy 
Length:  :40 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Jordan Moore 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.24.16 
 
 
 
East Tennessee State University unveiled its new gun policy today.  The 
Tennessee Board of Regents approved the policy.  That’s the governing 
body for several colleges and universities in the state. ETSU officials 
say they are working on their guidelines after a new gun bill became 
law.  It allows full time faculty and staff members at colleges in 
Tennessee to carry a concealed gun.  ETSU told us as part of their 
policy, they cannot reveal who on campus will carry a gun, but they did 
say if you see one, you need to tell authorities as soon as possible.  The 
new law takes effect July 1. 
 
 
 
Wine 
Length:  :40 
Format:  Voice Over 



Reporter:  Shira Evans 
Show:  9am 
Air Date:  6.28.16 
 
 
 
This Friday, wine sales begin in grocery stores across the Volunteer 
State.  On July 1, shoppers can purchase wine between the hours of 8am 
and 11pm.  No wine sales will take place on Sundays and on some 
holidays.  Last week, the Alcoholic Beverage Commission announced 
more than half of Tennessee’s grocery stores applied to sell wine.  As of 
last week, it sent nearly 400 conditional letters of approval and delivered 
279 licenses.  So you don’t have to go store to store, we did the leg work 
for you.  Log on to wjhl.com and type wine in the search box.  You will 
find a map that shows you all the grocery stores in our region that will 
have wine for sale on July first. 
 
 
 
Wine Festival 
Length:  :30 
Format:  Graphic 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5:30pm 
Air Date:  6.29.16 
 
 
 
The second annual Wine Festival will return to downtown Kingsport in 
just a few weeks.  The event will take place Saturday, August 6 from 
1pm until 6pm on Main Street.  More than 15 wineries from across the 
state will take part.  There will also be live music and southern food 
samples.  Get your tickets now for 25 dollars.  After August 1, the price 
jumps to 30.  Log on to kingsportwinefestival.com. 
 



 
 
Guns in Virginia 
Length:  :20 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Kelsey Alyea 
Show:  7pm 
Air Date:  6.29.16 
 
 
 
New laws are going into effect this Friday in Virginia.  The new rules 
will allow more out of state concealed handgun permit holders to legally 
carry guns in Virginia.  Also, police are now required to attend gun 
shows for voluntary background checks. 
 
 
 
ETSU Guns 
Length:  :25 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Kelsey Alyea 
Show:  7pm 
Air Date;  6.29.16 
 
 
 
Guns will soon be allowed on public college and university campuses in 
Tennessee.  In just 2 days, the new law will allow professors and staff to 
be armed on campus.  Under the law, full time employees may carry a 
concealed gun after notifying campus police.  Eight employees at ETSU 
and three employees at Northeast State have applied to carry a concealed 
weapon. 
 
 



 
Wine in Grocery Stores 
Length:  :35 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.30.16 
 
 
 
Tomorrow morning, Tennesseans will finally be able to purchase wine at 
grocery stores.  That’s thanks to a change in state law.  Beginning at 8 in 
the morning, Tennesseans will make history.  For years, food retail 
lobbyists and lawmakers debated a change that liquor stores opposed.  
Tennessee voters decided they wanted to get wine with their groceries.  
The Food City on North State of Franklin Road in Johnson City made 
more room for the product.  The store has a 124 foot wine selection.  
You can purchase wine between the hours of 8am and 11pm Monday 
through Saturday.  You cannot buy wine on Sundays or holidays. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



CRIME 
 
 
 

Jeremy Francis Sentencing 
Length:  :30 
Format:  Graphic 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.1.16 
 
 
 
A former Tri-Cities region teacher will spend two years in prison after 
admitting he had nude photos of his students on his personal computers.  
Former Rye Cove High School teacher Jeremy Francis pleaded guilty 
this morning in Sullivan County to two counts of sexual exploitation of a 
minor.  
 
 
 
Wise Murder Plea 
Length:  :40 
Format:  Graphic 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.1.16 
 
 
 
A man accused of murdering his father and step-mother in southwest 
Virginia will spend the rest of his life in prison.  The Wise County 
Commonwealth Attorney says Mark Coleman pleaded guilty to the 



murders of Robert and Sharon Coleman.  He was spared the death 
penalty as part of the plea.  Coleman will serve two consecutive life 
sentences.  In spring 2012, investigators say Coleman shot his father in 
the back of the head.  Detectives say his step-mother suffocated.  Their 
bodies were found off Crabtree Road. 
 
 
 
Wal-Mart Arrest 
Length:  :25 
Format:  Graphic 
Reporter:  Katie Parks 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.2.16 
 
 
 
Johnson City police arrested a man for trying to steal more than $800 in 
merchandise from Wal-Mart on Browns Mill Road.  Police arrested 37-
year old Jerry Stonecipher.  Stonecipher is charged with felony 
shoplifting after police say he tried to push merchandise in a cart 
through the front door without paying.  Employees were able to stop 
him.  Stonecipher is being held in the Washington County Detention 
Center under a $5,000 bond. 
 
 
 
Elizabethton City Councilman Arrested 
Length:  :50 
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  Katie Parks 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.3.16 
 
 



 
A public official in Elizabethton was arrested over the weekend on a 
DUI charge.  Police arrested Elizabethton City Councilman Richard 
Tester Saturday night.  Mayor Curt Alexander said he got the news 
about the arrest late last night.  He said he was shocked and disappointed 
but added that we have to remember that people make mistakes.  
Councilman Tester issued a statement to News Channel 11 saying, “This 
is unfortunate and regret that this has happened.” 
 
 
 
Fake Moonshine Arrest 
Length:  :30 
Format:  Graphic 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.4.16 
 
 
 
Officers in southwest Virginia arrested a man they say made fake 
moonshine.  The Washington County, Virginia Sheriff’s Office arrested 
David Ottinger on Friday.  Detectives say they searched his home and 
found what appeared to be moonshine.  An investigation revealed the 
product was not the real thing.  State agents charged Ottinger with 
several crimes including illegal importation and illegal sale of alcoholic 
beverages.  Ottinger is out of jail after posting a $2,000 bond. 
 
 
 
Hancock County Escapees 
Length:  :40 
Format:  Graphics 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 



Air Date:  4.5.16 
 
 
 
Officers in northeast Tennessee are trying to track down 2 inmates who 
escaped while in police custody.  The Hancock County Sheriff’s Office 
says the inmates escaped around 5 O’clock this evening and stole one an 
officer’s cruiser.  That cruiser was later found abandoned.  Officers say 
James Mullins was being held on drug charges and aggravated burglary 
charges.  Michael Miller was in jail on drug charges.   
 
 
 
BVU 
Length:  :35 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Nate Morabito 
Show:  7:30pm 
Air Date:  4.6.16 
 
 
 
A former chairman of Bristol Virginia Utilities entered a guilty plea 
today in federal court.  Jim Clifton, the former Chairman of BVU, 
pleaded guilty to a federal fraud charge.  Just last month, Clifton 
resigned from his position at BVU.  Prosecutors say he used his position 
at a car dealership to win bids for BVU.  They say he also took a trip to 
Dallas paid for by a vendor.  Prosecutors also say he and other board 
members had knowledge of federal felonies and hid them from law 
enforcement. 
 
 
 
Indecent Exposure 
Length:  :25 



Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.6.16 
 
 
 
Kingsport police want to find a man they say exposed himself to women 
in a Walmart parking lot.  Police said 2 women were sitting in their car 
at the store on West Stone Drive Sunday when a man pulled into the 
parking space beside them.  They told officers the man got out of the car 
and exposed himself.   
 
 
 
Attorney Arrested 
Length:  :40 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.6.16 
 
 
 
A Sullivan County Grand Jury indicted a Tri-Cities lawyer for stealing 
thousands of dollars from a client.  Don Cooper of Bristol is charged 
with theft over $250,000.  Sullivan County District Attorney Barry 
Staubus says Cooper illegally took cash from the estate of Alva and 
Susan Frye.  Cooper’s law license has been suspended since December 
of last year.  He is scheduled to appear in court on May 13. 
 
 
 
Educator Arrested 
Length:  :40 



Format:  Graphics 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.6.16 
 
 
 
Officers in southwest Virginia say they found methamphetamine inside 
an educator’s car.  The Washington County Sheriff’s Office says it 
conducted a random search of vehicles at Holston High School in 
Damascus.  Deputies said they discovered meth and several drug related 
items in the car of Jessica Bailey.  Bailey is out of jail tonight after 
posting a $5,000 bond.  Bailey works as a coach for the volleyball and 
softball teams at Holston High and also works as an in-school 
suspension coordinator.   
 
 
 
Amber Alert Canceled 
Length:  1:00 
Format:  Voice Over – Graphics 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.7.16 
 
 
 
Police arrested a man they say sparked an Amber Alert.  Bristol, 
Tennessee Police charged Mark Morrison with custodial interference 
and violating an order of protection.  Officers say he picked up his 
daughter when he was ordered not to have any contact with her.  Police 
issued an Amber Alert this morning and canceled it 13 hours later after 
the child was found safe.   
 
 



 
Hancock Inmate Captured 
Length:  :40 
Format:  Graphic 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.7.16 
 
 
 
Officers in east Tennessee say they captured an escapee.  Michael Miller 
is back in police custody.  The Hancock County Sheriff’s Office 
revealed within the past hour that Michael Miller has been sent back to 
county jail.  Miller was in jail on drug charges.  Now, he faces escape 
charges. 
 
 
 
Washington County Bank Robbery 
Length:  1:00 
Format:  Voice Over – Graphics 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  4.8.16 
 
 
 
The Washington County, Tennessee Sheriff’s Department is looking for 
two men they say broke into a home claiming to be law enforcement.  It 
happened on Roaring Creek Road in the Chuckey Community last night.  
The sheriff says a man called 911 saying the two men came into his 
home, claiming to be officers.  The 2 men told the homeowner he was 
under arrest and put him in handcuffs.  After the victim demanded to see 
law enforcement credentials, one suspect held a knife to the victim’s 
throat and took medication and cash from the victim’s pockets before 



locking him inside a bathroom.  Investigators identified one of the men 
as Richard Cloyd.  He is wanted for aggravated robbery and criminal 
impersonation.  They are still trying to identify the other suspect. 
 
 
 
Clean Sweep 
Length:  :30 
Format:  Graphic 
Reporter:  Curtis McCloud 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.10.16 
 
 
 
This weekend the Tennessee Department of Correction arrested 7 people 
in Operation Clean Sweep.  It targeted sex offenders in East Tennessee 
ensuring those offenders were compliant and adhering to the law.  T-
DOC joined forces with local law enforcement in order to check on 
more than 300 offenders across east Tennessee.  In addition to the 7 
arrests, the operation resulted in more than 50 violations. 
 
 
 
Ricky Helmic Captured 
Length:  :30 
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic 
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan 
Show:  6pm 
Air Date:  4.11.16 
 
 
 
The manhunt for an east Tennessee man accused of double murder is 
over.  Late this afternoon the Tennessee Bureau of Investigation 



confirmed 30-year old Ricky Helmick is in police custody.  Investigators 
believe Helmick kidnapped his 57-year old father, Ricky, and killed him.  
Police identified the second murder victim as 37-year old Natasha Riley.  
Investigators say the victim’s bodies were found Friday near Sneedville.  
TBI has not released how the victims died or a motive. 
 
 
 
Daniel Henry Court Appearance 
Length:  :45 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan 
Show:  6pm 
Air Date:  4.11.16 
 
 
 
A man accused of murdering three family members was back in court 
today after getting kicked out last month for cussing at a judge and other 
bad behavior.  Daniel Henry faces 3 counts of first degree murder in the 
shooting deaths of his father, mother and aunt in October.  District 
Attorney General Tony Clark says he has not decided if the state will 
pursue the death penalty in this case.  He tells us family members will 
play a role in that decision.  Henry’s next court appearance is set for 
June. 
 
 
 
Hoyt Denton Plea Agreement 
Length:  :40 
Format:  Voice Over  
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.11.16 
 



 
 
A man once accused of trying to rape a woman has agreed to plead 
guilty on a lesser charge.  This means no jail time for Hoyt Denton.  
Prosecutor Dennis Brooks says he offered Denton a plea agreement for 
assault and Denton accepted.  The former Kingsport alderman was 
originally charged with attempted aggravated rape.  A woman told 
police he attacked her at storage buildings that he owns.  Brooks told us 
what the woman said about the crime did not match the evidence they 
gathered.  That resulted in the lesser charge for Denton. 
 
 
 
Shooting Investigation 
Length:  1:05 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.11.16 
 
 
 
Police still have not said if they charged anyone in a shooting 
investigation near East Tennessee State University.  Johnson City police 
responded to an apartment complex on Seminole Drive this afternoon to 
investigate a report of a shooting.  ETSU sent out an alert just before 
5pm to let students know about the situation and to tell them to be on 
alert.  The school followed up on that alert to say that police had placed 
someone in custody related to what happened and that there was no 
threat to the campus.  Police have not released any details about any 
injuries.  Police tell us charges in the case are pending.   
 
 
 
Bank Robbery Investigation 



Length:  :40 
Format:  Voice Over  
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.12.16 
 
 
 
Police in the Tri-Cities are looking for a bank robbery tonight.  They say 
a man walked into an Eastman Credit Union and demanded money.  It is 
unclear if he had a weapon.  It happened around 4:30 at the Broyles 
Drive branch.  No one was hurt.  Police think the man got away in a 
silver Chevrolet Sonic hatchback. 
 
 
 
Indecent Exposure Arrest 
Length:  :25 
Format:  Graphic 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  4.13.16 
 
 
 
Kingsport police arrested a man who they say exposed himself to people 
in a Walmart parking lot.  Officers say 51-year old Richard Ball of 
Weber City committed the crime.  Police say on April 3 he approached 
the two women who were in their cars, exposed himself, made a lude 
gesture and took off.  Ball turned himself in this morning.  He is being 
held on $1500 bond. 
 
 
 
Anthony Lacy Case 



Length:  :25 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan 
Show:  6pm 
Air Date:  4.13.16 
 
 
 
The state says it plans to seek the death penalty in the case of Anthony 
Lacy.  He is charged with the 2014 robbery and murder of Danny Vance 
in Roan Mountain.  Lacy also faced attempted murder charges after 
investigators say he attacked a jail employee with a broom.  Lacy’s trial 
on that charge will take place in October.  His murder trial is expected to 
begin next year. 
 
 
 
Azotea Attorney 
Length:  :40 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan 
Show:  6pm 
Air Date:  4.13.16 
 
 
 
The lawyer of an accused double murderer may have to step down from 
the case if the Board of Professional Responsibility determines there is a 
conflict of interest.  District Attorney General Tony Clark told us Eric 
Azota’a attorney Steve Finney actually prosecuted his client more than a 
decade ago when he worked for the district attorney’s office.  A new 
court date has been set for June 1 to determine if there is a conflict of 
interest.  Azota is charged with the murders of a Sullivan County couple.  
He is also accused of chopping the victims’ bodies into pieces and 
burning them to cover up the crime.  Clark told us the state is pursuing 



the death penalty in the case.  Azotea’s trial is expected to begin next 
summer. 
 
 
 
Wanted 
Length:  :35 
Format:  Graphic 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.14.16 
 
 
 
Two agencies here in our region are looking for a missing woman.  One 
of them wants to find her because they say she stole from her employer.  
The Sullivan County Sheriff’s Office and Bristol, Virginia Police are 
looking for Janice Cunningham.  She was reported missing yesterday in 
Sullivan County.  Bristol police told us they charged her with 
embezzlement today.  They say she works at Capital Bank and did not 
show up at work yesterday.  Now, she’s wanted for embezzling money.   
 
 
 
Wanted Woman Arrested 
Length:  :35 
Format:  Graphic 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.15.16 
 
 
 
Police say a missing woman wanted for embezzlement was involved in a 
crash.  Bristol, Virginia police tell us Janice Cunningham was found last 



night after she was involved in a wreck in Johnson City.  She was 
reported missing in Sullivan County on Wednesday.  Police in Bristol, 
Virginia wanted to find Cunningham because she’s wanted on 
embezzlement charges.  They say she stole at least $20,000 from Capital 
Bank in Bristol where she works.  She’s in the hospital being treated for 
injuries she sustained in the crash.  Officers say she will be charged in 
Johnson City for being a fugitive from justice. 
 
 
 
Lee County VA Pot Bust 
Length:  :30 
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic 
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan  
Show:  6pm 
Air Date:  4.18.16 
 
 
 
Officers in southwest Virginia say the uncovered a massive indoor 
marijuana grow operation.  Investigators found the plants in Lee County 
on Shaver Ford Road in Jonesville.  Sheriff Gary Parsons said they 
found more than 120 plants as well as guns and cash.  Detectives 
estimate the plants to be worth more than $360,000.  Officers charged 
Colby Baird with several crimes including manufacturing marijuana.  
He’s in jail tonight without bond. 
 
 
 
Murder Conspiracy 
Length:  :45 
Format:  Graphics 
Reporter:  Shira Evans 
Show:  Noon  
Air Date:  4.21.16 



 
 
 
Three people are behind bars charged with murder in the death of a 
Kingsport man.  The family of Christopher West reported him missing 
January 27.  The family told police the last time they saw him was in 
December.  On February 17, his remains were discovered in the 
Cherokee National Forest in Greene County.  Kingsport police say their 
investigation revealed Krystal Lane and Amanda Laforce lured West to 
Lane’s apartment.  Police say Timothy McEachern was also at the 
apartment where police say West was killed.  Police say the trio 
transported West’s body to Greene County where they tried to destroy 
evidence by burning his body.  All three are charged with first degree 
murder and abuse of a corpse.   
 
 
 
Armed Robbery 
Length:  :40 
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic 
Reporter:  Shira Evans 
Show:  Noon 
Air Date:  4.21.16 
 
 
 
A gun toting robber is on the run today and police hope you can help 
track him down.  A surveillance camera captured the robbery at Midfield 
Market.  Kingsport police say a man dressed head to toe in black walked 
into the store on Fairview Avenue Wednesday night around 10. He 
threatened the clerk with a gun and demanded cash.  The clerk handed 
over the money and the robber ran away.   
 
 
 



Child Porn Charge 
Length:  :30 
Format:  Graphic 
Reporter:  Shira Evans 
Show:  7pm 
Air Date:  4.21.16 
 
 
 
A Sullivan County Grand Jury indicted a man on child pornography 
possession charges.  Frank Light was arraigned Wednesday in Sullivan 
County Criminal Court on one charge of sexual exploitation of a minor.  
Kingsport police began an investigation in December that led to the 
discovery of a flash drive with more than 50 images of child 
pornography.  Light was being held in the Sullivan County Jail on 
$10,000 bond.   
 
 
 
CVS Robbery 
Length:  :40 
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.22.16 
 
 
 
Kingsport police arrested a man they say robbed the same CVS 
pharmacy his mother did almost a year ago.  Detectives said the robbery 
happened around 3:30 this afternoon at the CVS Pharmacy on Memorial 
Boulevard in Kingsport.  The suspect reportedly had a gun and 
threatened employees.  Police said he got away with some commonly 
abused prescription medications.  Officers say they quickly identified 



the suspect as 22-year old Hunter Jenkins.  Police charged him with 
aggravated robbery.   
 
 
 
Bluff City Suspect Search 
Length:  :25 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.26.16 
 
 
 
Police in Bluff City are trying to find a man they say pointed a gun at a 
convenience store clerk.  Police say the man went to the Scotchman on 
Highway 11E Saturday and tried to buy beer.  After the clerk asked for 
identification, he pulled a gun.  Officers say the man left when the clerk 
called police.   
 
 
 
Child Rape Charge 
Length:  1:05 
Format:  Graphics 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.28.16 
 
 
 
A man known as a pastor to some in the Tri-Cities has been indicted by 
a grand jury for charges of child rape and sexual battery.  The Tennessee 
Bureau of Investigation says it began its investigation into David Saint 
John of Bristol at the request of the district attorney’s office.  



Investigators say they received a complaint about the sexual assault of 2 
juveniles under the age of 13.  District Attorney Barry Staubus 
confirmed Saint John’s role as pastor at Bible Truth Baptist Church.  
Staubus also told us Saint John worked for the City of Bristol.  After 
learning about the indictment, the suspect turned himself in to police.  
His bond is $100,000. 
 
 
 
Robert Mullins Sentencing 
Length:  :35 
Format:  Graphic 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.28.16 
 
 
 
A former Tri-Cities school teacher accused of child sex crimes received 
more time in prison.  A judge gave Robert Mullins another year to serve 
behind bars.  The judge sentenced Mullins in Washington County, 
Virginia court today.  Mullins pleaded guilty to taking indecent liberties 
with a child by someone in a custodial or supervisory relationship.  
Investigators said the victims were students.  He already received a year 
in prison on the same charges in Bristol, Virginia.  Mullins was a teacher 
and wrestling coach at John S. Battle High School in Bristol.  The judge 
also ordered him to register as a sex offender. 
 
 
 
Greeneville Business Owner Guilty 
Length:  :35 
Format:  Graphic 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 



Air Date:  4.29.16 
 
 
 
A jury found a former Greeneville business owner guilty on sales tax 
evasion, money laundering and theft charges.  50-year old Jerry Burkes 
is the former owner of Preeminent Skate Specialty, a tobacco store in 
Greeneville.  A Greene County criminal court found him guilty of 12 
counts of sales tax evasion, one count of money laundering, and one 
count of theft over $60,000.  A sentencing hearing is set for June 1. 
 
 
 
Carter County Deputy Hit By Car 
Length:  :50 
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  John Price / Kristen Quon 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  5.4.16 
 
 
 
The Carter County Sheriff’s Office says a deputy hit by a car outside a 
school is out of the hospital tonight.  Sheriff Dexter Lunceford says 
Deputy Tracie Pierson was released this evening.  He says she was on 
duty as a school resource officer when she tried to arrest someone.  It 
happened during the last hour of school at Central Elementary this 
afternoon.  Carter County Superintendent Kevin Ward says the school 
was placed on a hard lockdown.  Offices say Pierson tried to handcuff 
the suspect while she was in her car.  That’s when investigators say 
Shawna Ray dragged the deputy and hit another car in the parking lot. 
 
 
 
Glenn Harris  



Length:  :35 
Format:  Graphic  
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  5.5.16 
 
 
 
Police once again arrested a Tri-Cities plumber at the center of a News 
Channel 11 investigation.  Glenn Harris faces 6 charges.  The Sullivan 
County Grand Jury found enough evidence to charge Harris with 
tampering with evidence, contributing to the delinquency of a minor, 
and giving a minor alcohol.  Bristol Tennessee police arrested him this 
morning.  Harris also faces charges in another case after allegations he 
took money from a customer but never finished contracted work. 
 
 
 
Rogersville Amber Alert 
Length:  1:00 
Format:  Voice Over – Graphics 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  5.5.16 
 
 
 
A Tri-Cities mother is pleading to the community to help find her 9-year 
old girl.  An Amber Alert for Carlie Trent remains in effect tonight.  The 
Tennessee Bureau of Investigation says Trent was picked up at school 
on Wednesday by her uncle, Gary Simpson, under false pretenses.  
Simpson did not have custody of Carlie but he was on an approved list 
to pick her up from Hawkins Elementary School.  Police say their 
investigation reveals Mr. Simpson lied to school employees and that 
Carlie is in danger.   



 
 
 
Prater Court 
Length:  :45 
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  5.6.16 
 
 
 
The former Greene Valley Developmental Center employee who 
reportedly slapped a woman in the face with a shoe pleaded not guilty 
during her first court appearance today.  A Greene County judge set 21 
year old Alysia Ann Prater’s trial for January 9.  She’s charged with 
felony abuse of a dependent adult.   
 
 
 
David Wiles 
Length:  :50 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan 
Show:  6pm 
Air Date:  5.6.16 
 
 
 
A judge delayed the voluntary manslaughter case of David Wiles today.  
The family of his alleged victim says this now makes the 6th delay.  
Wiles is charged with the shooting death of Stacy Hayes.  Investigators 
say the man died from at least two gunshot wounds.  He died in June, 
nearly a year later, Hayes’ older sister, Donna Sexton, says she still does 
not know what prompted his death.  The circuit court clerk tells us 



prosecutors have not yet presented this case to the grand jury.  A judge 
bound over the original second-degree murder case on a lesser charge of 
voluntary manslaughter in September.  The district attorney says 
prosecutors are still waiting on a ballistics report from the TBI lab.  
Wiles is free on $125,000 bond.  He returns to court July 29th. 
 
 
 
Amber Alert 
Length:  1:30 
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic 
Reporter:  John Price – Kristen Quon 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  5.6.16 
 
 
 
For the third night in a row, police in the Tri-Cities are hustling to find a 
girl believed to be in danger.  Now, a cash reward is being offered for 
the safe recovery of  9-year old Carlie Trent of Rogersville.  The 
National Center for Missing and Exploited Children is offering a $2500 
reward for information to help find them.  Investigators say Simson 
picked Trent up from school Wednesday, saying her father had been in a 
bad car wreck, which was a lie.  The last confirmed sighting of Simpson 
was Wednesday at Walmart in Rogersville.  To show support for Carlie 
Trent and her family, people in Rogersville held a prayer rally this 
evening.  
 
 
 
Cherith Roberts 
Length:  1:15 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 



Air Date:  5.9.16 
 
 
 
A trial date is set for the woman at the center of a child neglect case at a 
Tri-Cities elementary school.  Today, Cherith Roberts, the former 
Holston View Elementary School Program Assistant, pleaded not guilty 
to child neglect.  Earlier this year, a judge dismissed the child abuse trial 
of former Holston View Principal Jerry Poteat.  The cases are separate 
but the alleged victims the same kindergarten student.   A Sullivan 
County judge dismissed Poteat’s case after his attorney argued the 
wording in the indictment was legally insufficient.  The district 
attorney’s office disagreed with the ruling.  Roberts is charged with 
felony child neglect, which carries up to six years in prison and a fine up 
to $3,000.  She is set to go to trial in December. 
 
 
 
Johnson City Stabbing 
Length:  :35 
Format:  Voice Over – Graphics 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  5.9.16 
 
 
 
Johnson City police say a man was stabbed several times at the John 
Sevier building downtown.  Police responded to a disturbance there just 
before 3 this morning.  Investigators found 2 people with stab wounds 
and cuts.  One person was cut on the hand, the other was stabbed several 
times.  That person is in critical condition tonight.  Detectives arrested 
Ross Kelley and charged him with attempted second degree murder and 
aggravated assault.   
 



 
 
Amber Alert 
Length:  1:15 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  5.9.16 
 
 
 
Five days after her uncle picked her up from school, 9-year old Carlie 
Trent of Rogersville is still missing.  Today, the TBI released new 
photos of Trent’s uncle, Gary Simpson.  Agents also released home 
video of Carlie Trent.  The two are believed to be traveling in a 2002 
Dodge conversion van with a Tennessee license plate 173 GPS.  The 
TBI said it received hundreds of tips but none of them produced credible 
sighting. 
 
 
 
Oil on the Road 
Length:  :30 
Format:  Graphic 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  5.10.16 
 
 
 
A man attempting to stop people from speeding through his 
neighborhood faces vandalism charges tonight.  The Hawkins County 
Sheriff’s Office charged 37-year old Barnabus Helton after deputies say 
he poured 10 gallons of oil in front of his home.  Deputies say the oil 
was poured onto the road was a large and costly effort to clean up.  



We’re told Helton also had a sign in his front yard that said “slow down 
or I will kill you.”  The cost to clean up the oil was between 5 and 10 
thousand dollars. 
 
 
 
Pomrenke Acquittal 
Length:  :40 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Nate Morabito 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  5.10.16 
 
 
 
Former Bristol Virginia Utilities Chief Financial Officer Stacey 
Pomrenke not only wants a judge to acquit her on more than 10 guilty 
counts, we learned the former utility employee wants a new trial.  
Pomrenke’s attorney filed a motion for acquittal this afternoon.  Her 
defense team claims “the jury pool was tainted and obviously biased.”  
Earlier this year a federal jury found her guilty of 14 counts related to 
the BVU corruption case.  Court documents also revealed her defense 
team claims the judge made a mistake when he refused to admit 
testimony from former BVU chairwoman, Faith Esposito. 
 
 
 
Gilliam Indictment 
Length:  :20 
Format:  Graphic 
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  5.10.16 
 
 



 
A man captured during our Monday’s Most Wanted Roundup last night 
faces sexual battery charges.  News Channel 11 obtained court 
documents that reveal a Sullivan County Grand Jury indicted Wayne 
Gilliam, Jr. on 2 counts of sexual battery by an authority figure.  Gilliam 
is accused of having sexual contact with a teenager in October. 
 
 
 
Amber Alert 
Length:  1:30 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  John Price / Jordan Moore 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  5.10.16 
 
 
 
Tomorrow marks one week since 9-year old Carlie Trent left her 
Rogersville, Tennessee school with her uncle and she hasn’t been seen 
since.  Tonight, the Amber Alert to find her expanded to a second state, 
but police say there have been no confirmed sightings of the little girl.  
Investigators in Missouri issued an Amber Alert on their own.  Police in 
Ottersville got a report about a possible sighting of the van the two are 
thought to be in.  The TBI did not request the Missouri Amber Alert.  
Tonight, police said they do not think the van seen in Ohio is the same 
van in the Carlie Trent case.  Tonight, people across the Tri-Cities 
region joined together to form a search party with the hope of bringing 
Carlie home.   
 
 
 
Howard Hawk Post Sentence 
Length:  2:00 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 



Reporter:  Nate Morabito 
Show:  6pm 
Air Date:  5.11.16 
 
 
 
In 2002, a jury found Howard Hawk Willis guilty of murdering 
Samantha and Adam Chrismer and dismembering their bodies and 
putting them in storage containers at a storage facility.  Nearly 14 years 
later, Willis continues to claim he’s innocent.  Since March, he’s called 
our newsroom at least 2 dozen times.  Nate Morabito had several 
conversations with Willis in recent weeks.  Willis is waiting on 2 
separate decisions about his case.  One is from the Tennessee Supreme 
Court and the other is from the Criminal Court of Appeals.  The second 
one focuses on evidence Willis says a jury never got to hear.  The 
Criminal Court of Appeals heard a request for a new trial based on 
newly discovered evidence.  That evidence includes a statement from his 
now-deceased mother who said she’d set Willis up for any crime she 
could and a recorded statement from his ex-wife that he says revealed 
Willis was not with the victims at the time they disappeared.  Willis says 
he deserves a new trial.  The three judge panel has not yet released its 
decision.  No execution date has been set for Willis because the case is 
still pending before the Tennessee Supreme Court.  Willis is considered 
indigent which means since he can’t afford an attorney; the government 
must provide one for him. 
 
 
 
Ashley White Sentencing 
Length:  :45 
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  5.11.16 
 



 
 
A mother convicted of child abuse and neglect in her son’s death has to 
wait a little longer to learn her punishment.  A Pulaski County, Virginia 
judge convicted Ashley White on the charges in February.  She was 
supposed to be sentenced this week.  Now, her sentencing is set for July 
12.  The body of 5-year old Noah Thomas was found in a septic tank at 
his home in Pulaski County.  Medical examiners determined he drowned 
and hypothermia contributed to his death.  The judge said White 
deliberately left her children home alone the morning Noah disappeared 
and conditions in their home were deplorable. 
 
 
 
Amber Alert 
Length:  1:15 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  5.11.16 
 
 
 
Exactly one week ago, we told you about an Amber Alert issued for a 
Rogersville child believed to be in danger.  Tonight, there’s still no trace 
of Carlie Trent.  Federal, state and local investigators continue to work 
side-by-side to help bring Carlie home.  The Tennessee Bureau of 
Investigation received more than 1500 tips about possible sightings in 19 
states – none of them panned out.  The search for the 9-year old, 
believed to have been kidnapped by her uncle, Gary Simpson, remains 
concentrated in Hawkins County.  Agents with the TBI tell us they 
believe the little girl is in danger.   
 
 
 



Amber Alert Timeline 
Length:  3:00 
Format:  Package 
Reporters:  John Price – Kristen Quon – Jordan Moore 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  5.12.16 
 
 
 
An Amber Alert to find a Rogersville girl has been cancelled.  Carlie 
Trent is being evaluated by doctors at an area hospital this evening.  Her 
uncle, Gary Simpson is behind bars.  He’s charged with especially 
aggravated kidnapping.  He was booked into the Hawkins County Jail 
tonight.  A search team consisting of a few Hawkins County men found 
Carlie Trent and Gary Simpson on property that can be only reached by 
all-terrain vehicles.  Simpson will be arraigned Monday morning. 
 
 
 
Kingsport Attempted Murder 
Length:  :40 
Format:  Graphic 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  5.13.16 
 
 
 
Kingsport police arrested a man they say shot at his son and a 14-year 
old boy.  The shooting happened on Lovedale Drive on May 4th.  Police 
say a man drove up to his father’s home with a 14-year old boy in the 
car.  When they got there, officers say the driver and the father got into 
an argument and several shots were fired.  The driver and the boy were 
taken to the hospital for gunshot wounds.  Police arrested James 



Simonton, Sr. today on Beason Well Road.  He’s charged with 2 counts 
of attempted murder and possession of a gun by a convicted felon. 
 
 
 
Gary Simpson 
Length:  :45 
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  5.16.16 
 
 
 
The man accused of kidnapping his niece and sparking an Amber Alert 
appeared in court for the first time today.  Police arrested Gary Simpson 
Thursday night.  He was held at gunpoint after 2 men found him and 
Carlie Trent on Gravely Valley Road in Hawkins County.  Federal, state 
and local agents spent more than a week trying to find them.  Officers 
charged Simpson with a serious crime of especially aggravated 
kidnapping.  During his court appearance this morning, the judge asked 
him if he understood the charges against him.  Simpson responded 
saying he didn’t understand why he was being charged with kidnapping.  
The judge told Simpson he is not allowed to contact Carlie or any of her 
family members.  He remains in jail under a $1 million bond. 
 
 
 
Roan Mountain Vehicular Homicide 
Length:  :40 
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over   
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  5.16.16 
 



 
 
Today marked punishment day for the man convicted in a teen’s death.  
A Carter County judge sentenced Robert Cook to 14 years in prison.  
Investigators charged him with vehicular homicide, theft and reckless 
endangerment.  The Tennessee Highway Patrol says back in May of last 
year, Cook stole a car in Avery County, NC.  Police chased him across 
the Tennessee state line into Carter County.  Investigators say Cook 
crashed the car on Crabtree Road near Roan Mountain.  17-year old 
Dalton Reece died in the crash.  He was a passenger in the car.  The 
judge told Cook he would not be granted probation. 
 
 
 
Marijuana Grow 
Length:  :20 
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  5.18.16 
 
 
 
Johnson City police arrested a man they saw grew marijuana plants 
inside his home.  Police charged Shaun Daugherty with several drug 
related crimes.  He was booked into jail under an $81,000 bond.  Police 
say they searched his home on Swadley Road Tuesday and found several 
grown marijuana plants. 
 
 
 
Sullivan County Sex Crimes 
Length:  :25 
Format:  Graphic 
Reporter:  John Price 



Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  5.19.16 
 
 
 
A Sullivan County man could be sentenced to 100 years in prison if he is 
found guilty for child sex crimes.  The Sullivan County Sheriff’s Office 
arrested Gary Wood last night.  He was indicted on more than 2 dozen 
counts involving sex crimes.  The Sullivan County District Attorney’s 
Office says the victims were three children who said they were sexually 
abused.  We’re told each count of rape carries a potential 25 years. 
 
 
 
Russell County Sex Crimes 
Length:  :25 
Format:  Graphic 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  5.19.16 
 
 
 
A man is sentenced to hundreds of years in prison for child sex crimes.  
The Russell County Virginia Commonwealth Attorney’s Office says 
George Harris was sentenced today.  He pleaded guilty to sex crimes 
against a child.  Investigators say the victim was a 7-year old child the 
man had been babysitting.  Harris was sentenced to five life sentences 
and 200 years in prison. 
 
 
 
West View Elementary Indictment 
Length:  :20 
Format:  Graphic 



Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  5.20.16 
 
 
 
A Washington County, Tennessee Grand Jury indicted a Telford man on 
multiple charges after burglarizing West View Elementary School.  
Police say 33-year old Kyle Greenwell broke into the school on April 22 
around 3:30 in the morning.  Officers arrested him today and charged 
him with burglary, theft and vandalism. 
 
 
 
Johnson City Robbery 
Length:  :45 
Format:  Graphic 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  5.20.16 
 
 
 
A Johnson City woman is facing multiple charges tonight.  Police say 
around 2 this morning, they received a call from Roadrunner Market on 
Sunset Drive saying a woman just robbed the store.  Offices arrived on 
the scene and found the woman in her car in the parking lot.  As police 
tried to approach 37-year old Jennifer Ledford, police say she drove off 
and crashed in a yard on East Lakeview Drive.  Officers say she pushed 
the homeowner and broke his phone and ran away.  Police caught up 
with her and arrested her.  Ledford faces charges of robbery, evading 
arrest, assault and vandalism.  Her bond is $62,000. 
 
 
 



Kelly Pitts Court Appearance 
Length:  :35 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  5.23.16 
 
 
 
The man accused of shooting at several Carter County officers pleaded 
not guilty.  Investigators charged Kelly Pitts with 7 counts of attempted 
murder.  Investigators said in December, Pitts fired dozens of shots 
during a standoff on Dry Hollow Road.  Deputy Jenna Markland was hit 
twice in the face.  She has since returned to work.  Pitts returns to court 
on July 18. 
 
 
 
Gary Simpson 
Length:  :45 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  Allie Hinds 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  5.23.16 
 
 
 
A Hawkins County man accused of kidnapping his niece will undergo a 
mental evaluation.  The judge granted the request in court today.  Gary 
Simpson faces a serious charge of especially aggravated kidnapping.  
Investigators say he picked up 9-year old Carlie Trent earlier this month 
at school by saying her father had been in a crash.  Police said that was a 
lie.  Soon after, the state issued an Amber Alert to find them.  It ended 
more than a week later when Simpson was arrested.  Simpson’s mental 



evaluation is expected to take about 6 weeks to complete.  He is set to 
return to court July 13. 
 
 
 
Shook Plea 
Length:  :40 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Shira Evans 
Show:  Noon 
Air Date:  5.24.16 
 
 
 
The man accused of using the internet to lure a Hawkins County girl 
from her home last year will soon enter guilty pleas to all the charges 
against him.  Court documents show Benjamin Shook agreed to enter a 
plea agreement next month.  Documents say Shook will plead guilty to 
numerous charges including kidnapping, enticement of a minor, and 
taking a minor across state lines for illegal sexual activity.  Investigators 
say the convicted sex offender lured a 14-year old girl away from her 
Hawkins County home prompting a nationwide Amber Alert.  After 
days of searching, investigators found Shook and the girl in Adkins, 
Virginia.  Shook is expected to plead guilty at a hearing on June 7. 
 
 
 
James Hamm Sentencing 
Length:  1:20 
Format:  Voice Over – Graphics – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  5.26.16 
 
 



 
A judge sentenced a Kingsport man convicted of vehicular homicide to 
14 years in prison today.  A jury found James Hamm guilty in February 
on several charges including vehicular homicide by intoxication and 
leaving the scene of an accident with a death.  Investigators say former 
State Representative Mike Locke was killed after Hamm hit him with his 
car.  Locke was putting up campaign sings for State Representative Bud 
Hulsey in June 2014.   
 
 
 
Abingdon Farmers Market Damage 
Length:  :25 
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  5.27.16 
 
 
 
Police arrested a man they say caused substantial damage to an area 
farmers market.  Abingdon police charged Gavin Blevins with driving 
under the influence of drugs.  They say he crashed at the town’s farmers 
market on Remsburg Drive.  A power pole was also damaged.  The town 
is assessing the cost.  Blevins is in the Southwest Virginia Regional Jail. 
 
 
 
Chase Arrest 
Length:  :40 
Format:  Graphics 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  5.30.16 
 



 
 
Johnson City police arrested a man they say led multiple officers on a 
high speed chase.  Police said they tried to pull over Sean Rutledge early 
Sunday morning when he sped off through several residential areas.  At 
one point, police said Rutledge hit some concrete, heavily damaging his 
car, but he kept driving with no tire on one rim.  Detectives said 
Rutledge wrecked and then ran towards the VA hospital and attacked a 
VA officer.  He was eventually stopped with a Taser.  Police charged 
him with reckless driving, reckless endangerment, assault on an officer 
and DUI. 
 
 
 
Child Porn Investigation 
Length:  :25 
Format:  Graphic 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  5.31.16 
 
 
 
A southwest Virginia man pleaded guilty in a child pornography 
investigation.  Federal court officials say Tony Spencer from Raven, 
Virginia pleaded guilty to receiving child porn and possessing a sawed 
off shotgun.  Federal agents say they discovered spencer viewed the 
material on a website meant to show children engaged in sex acts.  
Investigators say they found 300,000 images of child porn on Spencer’s 
computer. 
 
 
 
Cash Express Robbery 
Length:  :25 



Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  5.31.16 
 
 
 
Police continue the search for the person who robbed a Cash Express 
with a knife.  It happened around 11:30 this morning at the business on 
Volunteer Parkway in Bristol.  Police say the suspect walked in, pulled a 
knife and demanded money.  The suspect ran away with the money.   
 
 
 
Greene County Shooting 
Length:  :35 
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.1.16 
 
 
 
A man is in critical condition tonight after a shooting in Greene County.  
The shooting happened early Tuesday morning on Old Ducktown Road 
in Limestone.  The sheriff’s office said it arrived to find an intoxicated 
man lying in a ditch.  Investigators said they also found a man who was 
shot inside a home.  Officers arrested Kenneth Foster and charged him 
with attempted first degree murder.  Detectives said he got in an 
argument with the victim before the shooting.  The victim is now being 
treated for critical injuries.  Foster’s bond is $250,000. 
 
 
 
East Holston Shooting 



Length:  2:00 
Format:  Live – Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  Jordan Moore 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.1.16 
 
 
 
Johnson City police are investigating after a woman was shot in a quiet 
neighborhood.  Police tell us the shooting happened in the 200 block of 
East Holston Avenue.  The woman was found with a gunshot wound to 
her leg.  We spoke with a woman who saw the woman who was shot.  
She said she was stumbling up the street without any shoes and fell into 
a yard.  Police took someone into custody near where the incident 
happened, but we do not know if the arrest is connected to the shooting.   
 
 
 
Rite Aid Robbery 
Length:  :30 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.3.16 
 
 
 
Police continue their search for a robbery suspect in Bristol, Virginia.  
Police say someone targeted the Rite Aid near the corner of Euclid and 
Commonwealth Avenues around 1:45 this afternoon.  Captain Maynard 
Ratliff said a man walked in, put a shirt over his face and demanded 
narcotics.  Ratliff tells us the suspect drove off in a white Mazda with a 
license plate covered by cardboard.   
 
 



 
Kingsport Stabbing 
Length:  :35 
Format:  Graphics 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.3.16 
 
 
 
Kingsport police arrested two people after they say a woman was 
stabbed multiple times.  It happened late last night outside Zoomerz gas 
station on West Stone Drive.  Police said a man agreed to meet with his 
ex-girlfriend, but officers say the meeting turned violent.  The victim 
was reportedly attacked and pulled into a car where she was then 
stabbed.  Police arrested Joseph Belcher and Taylor Kim and charged 
them with aggravated assault.  Police say the victim’s injuries do not 
appear to be life threatening. 
 
 
 
Johnson City Stabbing 
Length:  :30 
Format:  Graphic 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.3.16 
 
 
 
Johnson City police say a man stabbed after trying to break into 
someone’s home faces several charges.  We contacted Johnson City 
police tonight about the investigation on Mercury Street.  They say a 
man stabbed another after he tried to break into his home twice.  Police 
told us the suspect is still in the hospital, but he will be sent to jail after 



he’s released from the hospital.  Police say the suspect will be charged 
with burglary and assault. 
 
 
 
Johnson City Shooting 
Length:  :45 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan / Allie Hinds 
Show:  6pm 
Air Date:  6.6.16 
 
 
 
Johnson City police say a woman shot and killed a man in front of two 
young children after an argument.  Investigators revealed 20-year old 
Keeva Delaney shot her husband at an apartment complex just before 4 
this morning.  Police say the couple did not live together.  Officers 
responded to Edna Court, which is just off West Market Street.  Police 
say two other adults were in the home at the time of the shooting and 
have been questioned.  Police found 26-year old Aaron Delaney in the 
bedroom floor suffering from a fatal gunshot wound to the chest at the 
Clark Manor apartment.  Police say he died at the scene.  Keeva Delaney 
is charged with voluntary manslaughter and four counts of felony 
reckless endangerment.  The Department of Children’s Services is 
involved with the case.  Keeva Delaney is scheduled to appear in court 
for arraignment tomorrow afternoon. 
 
 
 
McCall Sentencing 
Length:  :25 
Format:  Graphic 
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan 
Show:  6pm 



Air Date:  6.6.16 
 
 
 
A Johnson City man will spend the rest of his life in prison for selling 
his children to a sex film ring.  Ronnie McCall was sentenced in 
Greeneville federal court this afternoon.  Three years ago, federal 
prosecutors accused McCall and his wife, Connie, with selling their 4 
children for the purpose of creating child porn and other sex-related 
charges.  Connie McCall is serving an 18 year prison term. 
 
 
 
Shook 
Length:  :30 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Shira Evans 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.7.16 
 
 
 
The convicted sex offender accused of kidnapping a 14-year old 
Hawkins County girl admitted his guilt today and could now face life in 
prison.  42-year old Benjamin Shook sparked a nation-wide Amber Alert 
last year.  Investigators say he used the internet to lure the teen from her 
home and disappeared for 2 weeks.  Today, he pleaded guilty to five 
charges against him including kidnapping and transporting a minor for 
illegal sexual activity.  Shook’s sentencing is set for October 4th. 
 
 
 
Fatal Crash Arrest 
Length:  :35 
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over 



Reporter:  Nate Morabito 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.7.16 
 
 
 
A man awaiting arraignment on vehicular homicide charges made his 
first appearance before a judge today.  Anthony Hammonds will return 
to court June 15.  Hammonds faces several charges including vehicular 
homicide, reckless endangerment, and aggravated assault and leaving 
the scene of an accident.  He turned himself in to police Monday night.  
Police said he ran away from the scene of a fatal wreck on East Main 
Street in Johnson City on Saturday.  Michael Conley died in the crash.  
He was a passenger in the car police say Hammonds was driving.   
 
 
 
Pomrenke 
Length:  1:30 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  Nate Morabito 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.7.16 
 
 
 
Another public official, this time a judge, is under investigation in the 
Bristol Virginia Utilities corruption case.  Today, federal prosecutors 
confirmed juvenile court Judge Kurt Pomrenke is under investigation for 
possible witness tampering, obstruction of justice and contempt of court.  
News Channel 11 obtained a copy of a voicemail at the center of the 
investigation.  Prosecutors say Judge Pomrenke left the voicemail for a 
possible witness about what to say if called to testify in his wife, former 
BVU CFO, Stacey Pomrenke’s , trial.  Stacey Pomrenke’s defense team 
appeared in court today in an effort to stop the FBI from executing a 



search warrant related to her personal emails.  Prosecutors believe those 
emails could uncover possible criminal activity related to her and her 
husband.  A decision on whether the FBI can search her email could 
come next week. 
 
 
 
Rite Aid Arrest 
Length:  :25 
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over 
Reporter:  Shira Evans 
Show:  6:30pm 
Air Date:  6.8.16 
 
 
 
Bristol, Virginia police made an arrest in a pharmacy robbery 
investigation.  Tips led police to Kentucky this weekend to find Warren 
David Stapleton.  Currently, Stapleton is behind bars in Pikeville on 
unknown charges.  In Bristol, he faces robbery charges.  He’s accused in 
the June 3 robbery of a Rite Aid pharmacy.  Employees told police the 
suspect came into the store with his shirt pulled over his face went to the 
pharmacy and demanded drugs. 
 
 
 
Pomrenke Sentencing Hearing 
Length:  :25 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Nate Morabito 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  6.9.16 
 
 
 



Former Bristol Virginia Utilities CFO Stacey Pomrenke should learn her 
fate in exactly 2 months.  Today in federal court, a judge set Pomrenke’s 
sentencing for August 9 at 9am.  A bench trial for contempt of court will 
happen on the same day.  Prosecutors say she faces that charge for 
emailing possible witnesses ahead of her trial.  A judge will consider 
that charge when she’s sentenced on her 14 corruption-related counts. 
 
 
 
Amber Ray 
Length:  :30 
Format:  Graphic 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.9.16 
 
 
 
A woman accused of sex crimes against a child is in jail without bond 
tonight.  Court documents reveal she failed to show up for court.  A 
Carter County Grand Jury indicted Amber Ray last year for rape of a 
child.  Ray turned herself in after she was the subject of a News Channel 
11 Monday’s Most Wanted report.  She was released from jail on a 
$50,000 bond.  He bond was revoked after she missed a court date in 
May.  Ray is set to return to court in August. 
 
 
 
Shook Additional Charges 
Length:  :30 
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.9.16 
 



 
 
The man who pleaded guilty to kidnapping a Hawkins County girl faces 
four new charges in Virginia.  Investigators say 42-year old Benjamin 
Shook used the internet to lure the teen away from her home sparking a 
2 week long Amber Alert.  Shook now faces charges of abduction and 3 
counts of carnal knowledge in Smyth County.  As of now, he faces a 
total of 9 state and federal charges.  Police say when he took the teen 
and traveled across state lines, he was already a convicted sex offender. 
 
 
 
Coeburn Methamphetamine Lab 
Length:  :50 
Format:  Graphic 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.9.16 
 
 
 
Two people face charges in southwest Virginia after police found a 
mobile meth lab.  Officers responded to a call at Dollar General in 
Coeburn.  The store clerk described the suspects trying to steal multiple 
items used to make meth.  Officers questioned Eric Mullins and Amanda 
Horne.  The two consented to a search of their vehicle where police say 
the found items to make meth.  Virginia State Police responded.  VSP 
discovered an active meth lab inside the vehicle.   
 
 
 
Embezzlement 
Length:  :30 
Format:  Graphic 
Reporter:  Sydney Cameron 



Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.10.16 
 
 
 
A former paint business vice president convicted of stealing nearly $1 
million will spend 15 years in prison.  The Sullivan County District 
Attorney’s Office says Charles Rutherford diverted company money to 
his personal account and used a company credit card for personal 
expenses.  Prosecutors say the 44-year old stole $992,000 over an 8 year 
period.  In addition to his prison sentence, Rutherford must pay more 
than $1 in restitution. 
 
 
 
Glenn Harris in Court 
Length:  :45 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Sydney Cameron 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.10.16 
 
 
 
A Tri-Cities plumber accused of theft and working without a license has 
another state complaint filed against him.  Glenn Harris appeared in 
court today for four charges related to his work as a contractor, including 
misapplication of contract payments and theft over $1,000.  Today’s 
hearing was continued until August so Harris could retain legal counsel.  
The new charges against him stem from another complaint filed with the 
State Board for Licensing Contractors.  Records show a couple claims 
they paid Harris $7700 in March for house repairs that were never 
completed.  The State Board for Licensing Contractors will hold a 
hearing in September to determine whether or not his plumber’s license 
will be revoked. 



 
 
 
Sullivan County Shooting 
Length:  :35 
Format:  Graphic 
Reporter:  Josh Jones 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.12.16 
 
 
 
The Sullivan County Sheriff’s Office is looking for a man they believe is 
armed and dangerous.  This morning, officers responded to Indian Path 
Medical Center where a man was being treated for a gunshot wound.  
The man said he was shot at a garage on Tri State Line Road in 
Blountville.  Police believe 34-year old Michael S. Moore could be 
involved in the shooting.  If you have information that could help 
investigators, call the Sullivan County Sheriff’s Office. 
 
 
 
Keeva Delaney 
Length:  :45 
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  6pm 
Air Date:  6.15.16 
 
 
 
A judge decided there is enough evidence to let a grand jury review a 
deadly shooting case in Johnson City.  Keeva Delaney is accused of 
shooting and killing her husband, Aaron Delaney.  She’s charged with 
voluntary manslaughter and reckless endangerment.  Johnson City police 



say it happened at Clark Manor Apartments after a fight between the 
couple.  Investigators say two children where inside the apartment at the 
time of the shooting.  Delaney returns to court in September. 
 
 
 
Sonya Babb 
Length:  :25 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.17.16 
 
 
 
A grand jury will now review the case of Sonya Babb.  She’s accused of 
shooting and killing her father, 77-year old Kenneth Younce.  Younce 
was a former Carter County Constable.  Babb is charged with first 
degree murder.  She pleaded not guilty.  A grand jury will review her 
case in September.   
 
 
 
Wise County Child Murder 
Length:  :40 
Format: Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.17.16 
 
 
 
A baby’s death is under investigation in southwest Virginia.  A Wise 
County grand jury indicted a man for killing his 5 month old son.  
Franklin Mullins now faces a charge of second degree murder.  He’s 



also charged with another count of felony murder and child abuse and 
neglect.  Court documents show it happened back in August 2015.  
Investigators told us Franklin Mullins is the father of 5 month old Ryan 
Mullins.  Ryan was taken to the hospital in August and died from head 
injuries several days later.  Investigators arrested Franklin Mullins 
Thursday.  He could serve up to 90 years in prison if convicted. 
 
 
 
Unicoi County Manhunt 
Length:  :50 
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic 
Reporter:  Josh Jones 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.18.16 
 
 
 
Two people responsible for leading the Unicoi County Sheriff’s Office 
on a pursuit are now behind bars.  Jessie Armstrong faces multiple 
charges including reckless endangerment and felon in possession of a 
handgun.  His passenger, Lindsey Barr is charged with drug possession.  
Friday afternoon, the two were stopped traveling in the Rolling Hills 
area when police attempted to pull the two over.  Armstrong and Barr 
ran away from officers.  Deputies later captured them.   
 
 
 
Washington County Child Burned 
Length:  :35 
Format:  Graphic 
Reporter:  Josh Jones 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.18.16 
 



 
 
Two parents in the Tri-cities are now behind bars accused of mistreating 
their three year old son.  34-year old Billy Ray and 28-year old Whitney 
Danielle are charged with child neglect. Agents with the Tennessee 
Bureau of Investigation discovered the two may have contributed to a 
burn injury on their child’s foot.  The discovery was discovered shortly 
after the child was taken to Niswonger Children’s Hospital for a seizure.  
Both are being held at the Washington County Jail on $50,000 bond. 
 
 
 
Kingsport Bakery Vandal 
Length:  :30 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Josh Jones 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.19.16 
 
 
 
Kingsport police need your help tracking down the person responsible 
for vandalizing a Kingsport bakery.  Investigators say the suspect kicked 
and shattered a glass door at Seavers Bakery on East Center Street 
Saturday night.   
 
 
 
Wise County Rape Case 
Length:  :35 
Format:  Graphic 
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.20.16 
 



 
 
A southwest Virginia police officer remains in jail tonight facing dozens 
of sex crimes against a child.  An investigation by Virginia State police 
resulted in the arrest of 31-year old Oliver Mullins.  Today, Virginia 
State Police released that Mullins was indicted by a Wise County Grand 
Jury on 3 counts of rape, 20 counts of aggravated sexual battery and 20 
additional counts of indecent liberties.  Mullins is suspended without pay 
from the Big Stone Gap Police Department.   
 
 
 
Bombing Guilty Plea 
Length:  :30 
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show: 11pm 
Air Date:  John Price 
 
 
 
A man accused of setting off a bomb in the Tri-Cities pleaded guilty.  
Christopher Alexander pleaded guilty today in federal court.  He was 
charged with possession of a pipe bomb and arson.  In July, police began 
investigating an explosion at Victory Prosthetics and Orthotics in 
Johnson City.  They discovered a pipe bomb caused the explosion.  
Police arrested Alexander nearby.  At the time, he worked for a 
competing prosthetics company.  Alexander will be sentenced 
September 26. 
 
 
 
Cherokee Road Crash 
Length:  2:00 
Format:  Voice Over – Graphics - Package 



Reporter:  Jordan Moore 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.20.16 
 
 
 
The teens hurt in a crash in the Tri-Cities are now accused of kidnapping 
and robbing a Unicoi County man.  The Tennessee Highway Patrol told 
us the driver lost control of the vehicle and it flipped several times along 
Cherokee Road.  A teen girl was thrown from the truck.  She is in 
critical condition.  Unicoi County Sheriff Mike Hensley said his deputies 
were chasing the teens after a man called 911 to say he was robbed and 
the suspects stole his truck.  The chase led investigators into Washington 
County.  Sheriff Hensley says the teens began in Flag Pond where they 
planned their crime.  He says they were dropped off, hid inside a home 
and waited for the homeowner to return.  He says they grabbed him, 
assaulted him, held him at knifepoint, tied him up and put him in a 
closet.  Now, two of the teens are in a juvenile detention center and the 
other is in critical condition in the hospital.  Investigators are still trying 
to figure out the motive behind the crime.   
 
 
 
Rosenbalm Sentence Reduced 
Length:  :30 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Nate Morabito 
Show:  6pm 
Air Date:  6.21.16 
 
 
 
A federal judge granted a motion to reduce the sentence of a former 
Bristol Virginia Utilities executive previously sentenced to nearly 3 
years in prison.  Last year, former BVU CEO Wes Rosenbalm was 



convicted by a jury of conspiracy to defraud the IRS and was ordered to 
pay restitution.  Recently, federal prosecutors asked to significantly 
reduce Rosenbalm’s sentence based upon his cooperation in the going 
corruption investigation.  Today, a judge reduced Rosenbalm’s prison 
sentence from 33 months to 24 months. 
 
 
 
Wise Abduction Arrest 
Length:  :30 
Format:  Graphics 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.21.16 
 
 
 
Officers in southwest Virginia arrested a man wanted for trying to 
kidnap and seriously harm someone.  This arrest happened in Wise 
County in the town of Coeburn.  The sheriff’s office says it responded to 
Sheffield Apartments because someone was trying to break into a home.  
Investigators arrested Anthony Aziz.  They charged him with abduction 
and attempted malicious wounding.  He’s being held in jail without 
bond. 
 
 
 
Pomrenke Emails 
Length:  1:00 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Nate Morabito 
Show:  6pm 
Air Date:  6.22.16 
 
 



 
Federal investigators now have the green light to move forward with a 
subpoena of former BVU Chief Financial Officer Stacey Pomrenke’s 
emails.  Prosecutors hope those emails will help their investigation into 
possible witness tampering by the former CFO and her husband, 
Juvenile Court Judge Kurt Pomrenke.  In an order filed yesterday, a 
magistrate outlined the procedures for collecting and reviewing the 
emails from Pomrenke’s personal account.  Those procedures are in 
place to make sure Pomrenke’s attorney-client privilege is not violated.  
A judge will sentence her on August 9 for multiple corruption related 
charges.   
 
 
 
Deanna Hayes Arrest 
Length:  :45 
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over  
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.22.16 
 
 
 
The director of a popular Tri-Cities summer festival is out of jail tonight.  
Deanna Hays made bond after she pleaded not guilty to draining nearly 
$50,000 from a non-profit’s bank account.  Police arrested her last night 
and charged her with forgery over $10,000.  Hays is the director of 
Johnson City’s Blue Plum Festival.  Officers say Friends of Olde 
Downtowne noticed someone was forging their checks.  Police say 
Deanna Hays admitted she wrote the checks and forged the signatures.   
 
 
 
Child Rape Arrest 
Length:  :20 



Format:  Graphic 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.23.16 
 
 
 
The Sullivan County Sheriff’s Office arrested a man for committing sex 
crimes against a 2-year old child.  Investigators arrested David Lefler 
Wednesday.  He’s charged with aggravated rape of a child and sexual 
battery.  Officers say they gathered evidence from a surveillance camera 
inside his home.  He’s in jail tonight under a $100,000 bond.  
 
 
 
Elderly Man Attacked 
Length:  :30 
Format:  Graphic 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.23.16 
 
 
 
Police arrested a man they say seriously injured a 74-year old man.  
Investigators say they found the victim this morning in the parking lot of 
Aspen Ridge Apartments on King Springs Road.  They say the found 
him on his knees and discovered he had a fractured hip.  Police arrested 
Jason Avery.  Officers say he stole the victim’s cell phone.  Avery is 
charged with aggravated robbery. 
 
 
 
Unicoi Shooting 
Length:  1:00 



Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  Micah Smith 
Show:  9am 
Air Date:  6.24.16 
 
 
 
An early morning shooting lands one person in jail and sends another to 
the hospital.  The shooting happened just after 3am on Martins Creek 
Road in Unicoi County.  Deputies say 74-year old Robert Kegley shot 
his next door neighbor with a shotgun.  Deputies say several projectiles 
from a shell hit the neighbor.  Emergency teams transported her to 
Unicoi County Memorial Hospital with minor injuries.  She has since 
been released.  The chief deputy on the scene told us investigators are 
still trying to figure out why Kegley shot her.  Rogers says deputies 
found more weapons inside Kegley’s home and evidence that Kegley 
fired shots inside his house prior to the incident.  Robert Kegley is 
charged with aggravated assault. 
 
 
 
Bluff City Robbery 
Length:  :30 
Format:  Graphic 
Reporter:  Curtis McCloud 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.26.16 
 
 
 
Police in Bluff City continue their search this evening for a robbery 
suspect.  The robbery happened Friday night around 10.  Police say the 
suspect walked into the United store on Bluff City Highway.  The store 
clerk told police the suspect forced him to the ground, opened the cash 
register and took all the money inside.   



 
 
 
Abingdon Shooting 
Length:  :40 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan 
Show:  6pm 
Air Date:  6.27.16 
 
 
 
Washington County, Virginia investigators say a landlord shot a tenant 
in self-defense after being attacked with a sledge hammer.  Deputies 
responded to Harmony Way at 1:30 this morning.  Fifty year old Billy 
Little is accused of cutting his girlfriend with a knife.  Police said that’s 
when an argument began between Little and his landlord, Alfred 
Robbins.  Deputies said Robbins shot Little after he attacked him with a 
sledgehammer.  The Commonwealth Attorney’s Office issued warrants 
charging Little with malicious wounding.   
 
 
 
Greene County Shooting 
Length:  :35 
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic 
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan 
Show:  6pm 
Air Date:  6.27.16 
 
 
 
A Greene County man remains in jail tonight charged with attempted 
murder.  The Greene County Sheriff’s Office says deputies responded to 
a home on Fish Pond Road late Saturday night.  They found the victim, 



Kendrick Estepp, on the side of the road with a gunshot wound to the 
head.  Investigators say 62-year old Roger Burgner confronted Estepp 
and admitted to shooting the victim in the head.  Burgner’s bond is 
$275,000. 
 
 
 
Jonesborough Domestic Violence 
Length:  :30 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan 
Show:  6pm 
Air Date:  6.28.16 
 
 
 
A Jonesborough man accused of choking a pregnant woman until she 
lost consciousness faces several charges tonight.  The victim told 
Washington County Tennessee Sheriff’s Deputies that 27-year old 
Danny Dye pushed her down and choked her.  Investigators told us the 
victim is 7 months pregnant.  They said she was able to escape with her 
9 month old child by climbing out the window and running to a 
neighbor’s home.  Dye is charged with aggravated assault and domestic 
violence. 
 
 
 
Bressler – BVU 
Length:  :30 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Nate Morabito 
Show:  6pm 
Air Date:  6.28.16 
 
 



 
A former state attorney general, judge and city manager are among the 
13 people who sent a federal judge letters on behalf of former Bristol 
Virginia Utilities General Counsel Walt Bressler.  Bressler, who pleaded 
guilty in connection to the BVU corruption investigation earlier this 
year, will learn his sentence on July 11.  He and his friends are asking 
the judge to be lenient.  Bressler’s attorney says considering the 73-year 
old’s age and the fact that he lost his license to practice law, the judge 
should consider granting him community confinement or probation 
instead of time behind bars. 
 
 
 
Elderly Attack 
Length:  :35 
Format:  Graphic 
Reporter:  Shira Evans 
Show:  Noon 
Air Date:  6.30.16 
 
 
 
A Kingsport man remains behind bars today.  Police officers say he 
attacked his elderly neighbor.  Kingsport police officers responded to a 
home on Steadman Street Tuesday.  They say their investigation 
revealed Paul Kaser attacked his 73-year old neighbor with a 4 foot 
section of a 2x4 piece of lumber, knocked the man off his porch and hit 
him in the head with a metal lawn chair.  Police arrested Kaser.  After 
the arrest, officers said he damaged a cruiser and was aggressive with 
police.  Kaser is charged with 2 counts of aggravated assault, assault on 
an officer, resisting arrest and vandalism.  His bond is $32,500. 
 
 
 
Blue Plum Investigation 



Length:  :40 
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over 
Reporter:  Nate Morabito 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.30.16 
 
 
 
Johnson City police say the former director of the Blue Plum Festival 
acted alone when thousands of dollars were taken from a non-profit.  
Deanna Hays is accused of draining almost $50,000 from the bank 
account of Friends of Olde Downtowne.  Investigators say Hays wrote 
checks to herself and forged the signatures.  Friends of Olde Downtowne 
fired her as the Blue Plum Director as soon as it alerted police about 
possible criminal activity.  Tonight, the Blue Plum organization said it 
was told by police that the investigation into Hays is finished and the 
investigation determined she was the only person involved in the crime.  
Hays pleaded not guilty in court.  Her case now goes before a grand 
jury. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EDUCATION 
 
 
 

Little Library 
Length:  1:30 
Format:  Package 
Reporter:  Kasey Marler 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  4.1.16 
 
 
The South Side Organization paid for and built Little Free Libraries.  
The libraries make books available to anyone at any time.  You can find 
them all around the Tree Streets community.  Former Southside librarian 
Mary Hollifield helped start the effort.  People in the community say the 
Little Free Libraries bring the community together through reading.   
 
 
 
TN Reconnect 
Length:  :30 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Kelsey Alyea 
Show:  7pm 
Air Date:  4.1.16 
 
 
 
An event to encourage adults to go back to college and get a degree is 
happening at the Tennessee College of Applied Technology in 
Elizabethton tomorrow.  A Tennessee Reconnect sign up and open house 
will take place on the main campus on Highway 91 form 10 until 2.  



Tennessee Reconnect is part of Governor Bill Haslam’s Drive to 55 
initiative that aims to increase the percentage of Tennesseans with 
college degrees by the year 2025. 
 
 
 
School Site Tour 
Length:  :45 
Format:  Voice Over- Sound Byte 
Reporter:  Jordan Moore 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.2.16 
 
 
 
The Washington County Tennessee Board of Education has narrowed 
down the location for a new school to 3 potential sites:  The Snyder 
Property near Free Hill Road, the Young Property across from Bob 
Evans Restaurant, and the Williams Property next to the Ridges 
neighborhood.  Architect Tony Street says there is a lot that goes into 
deciding which site is the best fit.  The Jonesborough Board of Mayor 
and Alderman is also looking to build a K-8 school off Boones Creek 
Road.  Last year the board pushed for a new school but the county 
rejected the proposal.  Washington County board members are set to 
make a decision in the next couple of months. 
 
 
 
Johnson City School Zones 
Length:  :55 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.4.16 
 



 
 
Johnson City’s School Board wants to move some students to another 
elementary school.  To do that, the board will rezone some of the homes 
in the Woodland area.  School board members heard concerns at a 
meeting tonight about the move to rezone that district to put more 
students at Northside Elementary.  Some parents are concerned about 
what that could do to their property values and how it could impact the 
children.  Board of Education Chair Tim Belisle says current enrollees 
and their siblings will not be required to change schools and it should 
not impact property values.  Rezoning will begin at the beginning of the 
next school year. 
 
 
 
TN Standardized Testing 
Length:  :35 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Curtis McCloud 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.5.16 
 
 
 
Your children may soon spend less time on standardized testing.  
Tennessee’s Education Commissioner Candice McQueen says TN-
Ready’s math and English tests will be shorter next year.  TN Ready 
replaced the T-CAP exams the state used for years.  The state has not 
decided how long the social studies test will be.  It also has not said if 
the exams will be administered on paper or online.   
 
 
 
VA Education Bills 
Length:  :35 



Format:  Graphic 
Reporter:  Kelsey Alyea 
Show:  7pm 
Air Date:  4.6.16 
 
 
 
Virginia Governor Terry McAuliffe vetoed 3 bills on education today 
the he says would have undercut support for public schools.  One bill 
would have allowed students at struggling schools to transfer to another 
school in the same district.  Another bill would have allowed disabled 
students to use public school funding for private school.  A third bill 
would have created a new state board for full-time virtual school 
programs.  None of the bills passed with veto-proof majorities, making it 
unlikely that the General Assembly will be able to override McAuliffe’s 
vetoes. 
 
 
 
Kingsport Hall of Fame 
Length:  :45 
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic 
Reporter:  Kelsey Alyea 
Show:  7pm 
Air Date:  4.6.16 
 
 
 
Kingsport City Schools are taking nominations for this year’s Hall of 
Fame class.  This is a yearly effort to honor the people who have been 
vital in providing education to students in the school system.  Anyone 
who has been employed with the district for five years and has been 
retired for five years is eligible for nomination.  The honors are not 
restricted to teachers.  Nominations can be extended to coaches, 



cafeteria workers or any other employee of the school system.  The 
deadline to nominate is May 1. 
 
 
 
TN Gun Legislation 
Length:  :15 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.6.16 
 
 
 
A bill allowing teachers and employees at colleges to have guns is still 
moving forward in Tennessee.  The bill allows the employees to have 
guns on public campuses if they have a gun permit.  Today, the House 
moved the bill forward to another committee.   
 
 
 
VA School Safety Officers with Guns 
Length:  :50 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.6.16 
 
 
 
Virginia’s governor has decided school security officers will not carry 
guns.  Governor Terry McAuliffe vetoed a bill that would have allowed 
that.  He says the officers would not be prepared to handle a gun at 
school.  The Governor points out security officers are not the same as 
school resource officers.  A resource officer is a member of a law 



enforcement agency that is permitted to carry a firearm at schools.  The 
Governor says security officers do not receive training to handle guns.   
 
 
 
Lee County Superintendent 
Length:  :25 
Format:  Graphic 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.7.16 
 
 
 
The superintendent for Lee County, Virginia Schools turned in his 
resignation Wednesday morning.  Interim Superintendent Michael 
Brickey told us he felt he did not have the support of the school board.  
School board members are now searching for a replacement. 
 
 
 
TN Promise Success 
Length:  :25 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.7.16 
 
 
 
Tennessee Governor Bill Haslam says college freshmen who use the 
Tennessee Promise program are staying in school.  The Governor 
revealed on average 81% of those who are signed up under the free 
scholarship program are signing up for more classes.  Students get 2 free 
years of college tuition at community colleges under the program. 



 
 
 
Gray Math Night 
Length:  2:00 
Format:  Package 
Reporter:  Kasey Marler 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date: 4.8.16 
 
 
 
Students at Gray school learned math while having fun during the 
school’s annual Lego Math Night.  The evening was filled with counting 
games for young students and elaborate Lego motorized creations for 
older ones.  Each grade focuses on a math standard and talks about how 
they can sue Legos to present a certain standard.  While Lego Math is 
the center of the evening, the family interaction is what school leaders 
hope everyone will take away.  Teachers want parents to get involved in 
their kid’s education.   
 
 
 
Greeneville City Schools 
Length:  :30 
Format:  Graphic 
Reporter:  Curtis McCloud 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.9.16 
 
 
 
The best school district in the state of Tennessee is right here in our 
region.  That’s according to the website Business Insider.  It names 
Greeneville City Schools as the best district in the Volunteer State.  The 



website rated districts on factors like strength of academics and student 
culture.   
 
 
 
Greene County School Resource Officers 
Length:  :50 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  Allie Hinds 
Show:  6pm 
Air Date:  4.13.16 
 
 
 
The state of Tennessee says if Greene County continues to use 
uncertified security guards at its schools, it could open up the county to 
legal problems.  Instead of student resource officers, Greene County 
Schools have four, armed security guards.  They are not police officers 
or sheriff’s deputies as the law requires.  The state sent Greene County 
Sheriff Pat Hankins a letter saying if someone other than a trained 
officer is armed on school property they are in violation of a felony 
weapon law.   
 
 
 
Lottery Education Funding 
Length:  :30 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Kelsey Alyea 
Show:  7pm  
Air Date:  4.18.16 
 
 
 



The Tennessee Lottery says it returned a record $119 million dollars for 
education funding during the first quarter of 2016.  That is a 27% 
increase over the previous quarterly record of $93.6 million set during 
the third quarter of 2015.  Lottery-funded programs include 12 different 
scholarships and grants, after school programs and an energy efficient 
schools program.  The lottery also funds Tennessee Promise, which 
offers eligible high school seniors the chance to go to community or 
technical college without paying tuition. 
 
 
 
ETSU Prescription Drug Abuse 
Length:  :25 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.20.16 
 
 
 
East Tennessee State University says it’s joining the fight against what 
some say is a significant health issue impacting much of the country.  
The school says it’s ready to bring down prescription drug abuse.  ETSU 
announced today the establishment of a new research center.  It will be 
used to help enhance drug abuse prevention efforts.  The center has 
several active research grants and hopes to provide treatment sometime 
in the near future. 
 
 
 
TN Ready Issues 
Length:  :30 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 



Air Date:  4.22.16 
 
 
 
The State of Tennessee says some students in Tennessee may not be able 
to take the new TN Ready exams this year.  The education department 
says some schools have not yet received the materials for the new 
achievement tests.  In February, students were supposed to take the TN 
Ready exams online, but the system crashed.  The state then said 
students would take the test on paper.  Education officials are preparing 
for the possibility that some students won’t take the exam at all this year. 
 
 
 
TN Ready Testing Woes 
Length:  :35 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan 
Show:  6pm 
Air Date:  4.26.16 
 
 
 
State education officials are preparing for the possibility some students 
won’t be able to take Tennessee’s new achievement tests this year 
following yet another setback.  Some schools have yet to receive 
materials for the TN Ready test.  It was initially supposed to be 
completed online but a computer glitch caused the system to crash in 
February, preventing students from taking the test.  School system 
leaders in Johnson City hope a last minute delivery will allow testing to 
begin on schedule.  Kingsport City and Bristol City Schools say they 
have not received materials either.  If tests do not arrive tomorrow, they 
school systems may have to push their test dates back.  The state says no 
more tests will be given after May 10.  The test takes 5 days to complete, 



so if the schools do not get their materials by May 4, they will not be 
able to give the state’s standardized test. 
 
 
 
Standards of Learning 
Length:  :35 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Shira Evans 
Show:  Noon 
Air Date:  4.28.16 
 
 
 
This spring nearly 400,000 Virginia elementary and middle school 
students will take shorter Standards of Learning math tests.  The state is 
expanding the use of computer adaptive testing, which means shorter 
exams for students.  The Virginia Department of Education says the test 
for third graders has 18 fewer questions.  The one for 7th and 8th graders 
has 7 fewer questions.   
 
 
 
Virginia 529 
Length:  :25 
Format:  Graphic 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5:30pm 
Air Date:  5.5.16 
 
 
 
Every day this month, the Virginia 529 College Savings Plan will be 
giving away $1,000.  Virginia 529 is seeking to help people facing 
future higher education expenses.  To be eligible for the daily giveaway, 



just open a Virginia 529 account before May 31.   The new account 
earns one entry for the account owner and one for the account’s 
beneficiary. 
 
 
 
ETSU Pharmacy Grads 
Length:  :35 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan 
Show:  6pm 
Air Date:  5.6.16 
 
 
 
The 7th class to graduate from the Bill Gatton College of Pharmacy at 
East Tennessee State University walked across the stage today.  During 
his address, Dean Larry Calhoun congratulated the 76 new pharmacists 
on their accomplishments.  Today’s commencement marked the final 
one for Dr. Calhoun as dean of the school.  He will step down from the 
role at the end of the academic year.  This Gatton College of Pharmacy 
class boasted a record number of students with 4.0 grade point averages.  
Six of them were honored for earning perfect averages. 
 
 
 
ETSU Med Grads 
Length:  :20 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan 
Show:  6pm 
Air Date:  5.6.16 
 
 
 



The Quillen College of Medicine’s 35th graduating class got their 
diplomas today.  Sixty-two students received their doctoral hoods during 
the ceremony.  The program concluded with the administration of the 
Hippocratic Oath to the new doctors and physicians. 
 
 
 
Kingsport School Budget 
Length:  :20 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  5.6.16 
 
 
 
Some school leaders in the Tri-Cities hope to give teachers a raise next 
year.  Kingsport City Schools passed its more than $91 million budget 
for the next school year.  It includes funding to give teachers a raise and 
funding for several new teaching positions.  The budge now goes to the 
Kingsport Board of Mayor and Alderman for approval. 
 
 
 
ETSU Graduation 
Length:  :50 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  Curtis McCloud 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  5.7.16 
 
 
 
Thousands of people gathered on the campus of East Tennessee State 
University today to celebrate the Class of 2016.  One thousand nine 



hundred forty-eight students received diplomas during spring 
commencement.   
 
 
 
Milligan Graduation 
Length:  :45 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  Curtis McCloud 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  5.7.16 
 
 
 
Milligan College celebrated its 150th commencement today.  A total of 
224 degrees were awarded.  Instead of a commencement speaker, this 
year Milligan started a new tradition of more student engagement during 
the ceremony through scripture reading and prayer.  This marks the first 
year Emmanuel Christian Seminary graduates joined as part of the 
college. 
 
 
 
Emory & Henry Graduation 
Length:  :15 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Curtis McCloud 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  5.7.16 
 
 
 
Emory and Henry celebrated its graduates today.  Two hundred thirty-
six students graduated from the college.  Speakers encouraged students 
to remain true to faith, learning, service, honesty and community. 



 
 
 
TN Children Exercising 
Length:  :45 
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  5.11.16 
 
 
 
Researchers say Tennessee’s High School students are not as active as 
students across the country.  Tennessee’s Comptroller’s Office says 
nationally, just over 27% of students are active for at least an hour a day.  
In Tennessee, that number is 25.4%.  When asked who went to a 
physical education class at least once per week, nationally 48% said yes.  
In Tennessee that number was just over 40%.  The state conducted the 
study based on a 2013 survey of high school students and behaviors. 
 
 
 
ETSU Meeting 
Length:  :40 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  5.16.16 
 
 
 
East Tennessee State University now has a task force in place to help a 
soon-to-be appointed board make decisions on upcoming projects.  
ETSU held its annual meeting for the “Focus on College and University 
Success Act.”  Earlier this year, Tennessee Governor Bill Haslam 



drafted a bill that would allow local boards for the state’s six public 
universities, including ETSU.  That means the Tennessee Board of 
Regents will no longer oversee those universities.  ETSU President Dr. 
Brian Noland said the foundation appointed a task force to review the 
school’s policies and practices.  Dr. Noland said the task force will 
conduct that review over the summer and make recommendations which 
the foundation board will consider in the fall. 
 
 
 
Emory and Henry Layoffs 
Length:  :45 
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  5.19.16 
 
 
 
A southwest Virginia college says it is letting go of 12 employees.  
Emory and Henry told us the layoffs are part of a restructuring process.  
Officials at the school say the impacted workers will have the 
opportunity to reapply for other positions that are opening up as part of 
the restructuring.  The college says it’s a way to help establish the 
School of Health and Sciences and something described as an aggressive 
learning program.  The school says it needs to get ahead of some 
upcoming financial challenges.  Emory and Henry has more than 300 
full time staff members. 
 
 
 
Interactive Learning Space 
Length:  :50 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 



Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  5.20.16 
 
 
 
A new interactive learning space opened today at Haynesfield 
Elementary School in Bristol, Tennessee.  The space is called “The 
Secret Garden.”  It was built using a Lowe’s Toolbox for Education 
grant and additional donations from the community.  The garden 
includes a chalkboard, giant Jinga, tic-tac-toe and a garden with edible 
plants.  It’s a space that the staff and community can be proud of.  The 
Secret Garden was previously built by former Librarian Linda Disque. 
 
 
 
T.E.A.M.S.  
Length:  2:00 
Format:  Package 
Reporter:  Kasey Marler 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  5.20.16 
 
 
 
T.E.A.M.S. stands for Technology, Engineers, Aptitude, Math and 
Science.  It’s an engineer group for middle and high school students.  
Eight Ridgeview Middle School students in 6th, 7th, and 8th grades make 
up the school’s team.  They put their minds together to solve complex 
problems.  This team from Ridgeview is ranked number 1 in the state.  
Now, they are getting ready for an even bigger prize.  They will head to 
Nashville, TN soon to compete on the national level.  There, they will 
meet 7,000 other young engineers and one really difficult problem.  
 
 
 



University of Tennessee Diversity Office 
Length:  :30 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  5.20.16 
 
 
 
The University of Tennessee no longer will have an Office of Diversity.  
That’s according to a report tonight in the Knoxville News Sentinel.  A 
bill passed by the General Assembly cut state funding.  Governor Bill 
Haslam failed to either veto or sign the bill, allowing it to take effect.  
UT’s Office of Diversity came under fire after it urged employees to use 
gender neutral pronouns and to avoid holiday parties referencing 
religion.  Johnson City State Representative Micah Van Huss sponsored 
the legislation. 
 
 
 
High School Graduations 
Length:  :35 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Josh Jones 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  5.21.16 
 
 
 
Hundreds of high schoolers in our region celebrated a mile stone.  They 
walked across the stage to accept diplomas.  This morning, family and 
friends filled Buck Van Huss Dome at Dobyns-Bennett High School in 
Kingsport.  David Crockett and Daniel Boone High Schools in 
Washington County also held their graduation ceremonies this morning.   
 



 
 
Bristol VA Superintendent Meeting 
Length:  1:00 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  Jordan Moore 
Show:  7am 
Air Date:  5.29.16 
 
 
 
An interim superintendent has been named after the sudden death of 
Bristol Virginia Superintendent Rex Gearheart.  Bristol Virginia Board 
of Education Members came together in an emergency meeting to name 
a temporary replacement.  Board members voted to name current 
Assistant Superintendent Gary Ritchie to the post.  Board Chairman 
Randy Alvis said the board has no set timeline on naming the next 
superintendent – saying it will take its time to ensure it finds the perfect 
fit. 
 
 
 
Students Exercising 
Length:  2:00 
Format:  Voice Over - Package 
Reporter:  Sydney Cameron 
Show:  6pm 
Air Date:  6.2.16 
 
 
 
Local school systems that failed the state’s physical activity 
requirements last year will soon be held to a higher standard.  A recent 
News Channel 11 investigation revealed kids in 5 local school districts 
did not get enough exercise in school.  Meeting the more demanding 



requirements will not be easy.  School systems that failed will have to 
make sure kids are twice as active under a new state law that goes into 
effect this summer.  Tennessee law requires kids get 90 minutes of 
physical activity a week in school.  Five local school districts failed that 
mandate last school year.  A new state law will hold schools to an even 
higher standard this fall.  Kindergarten and first graders will soon be 
required to get 60% more physical activity in school jumping from 90 
minutes per week to 225.  The requirement for second through sixth 
graders will nearly double to 160 minutes per week.  Greene County 
already struggled last year to meet the 90 minute requirement; only 7 out 
of the district’s 16 schools satisfied it.  State lawmakers say this more 
rigorous requirement is necessary to keep kids healthy.  In fact, the CDC 
recommends kids get 60 minutes of physical activity per day.   
 
 
 
Dickenson County Schools 
Length:  :50 
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.9.16 
 
 
 
More than 40 faculty members and staff of the Dickenson County 
School System could soon lose their jobs.  Superintendent of Schools 
Haydee Robinson says the Board of Supervisors was forced to cut the 
county’s budget by $1 million.  80% of those cuts were made by 
reducing the school system’s budget.  In addition to 42 staffing cuts, 
instructional, fine arts and athletic programs have also been eliminated.  
In a statement to News Channel 11, Robinson wrote, “Our remaining 
workforce will be required to do the work previously done by these 42 
terminated employees, with no increase in their pay.  That is not fair to 
them and it is not fair to our children.”  Robinson added that nearly 100 



full-time staff members have lost their jobs due to funding cuts since 
2009. 
 
 
 
Haslam Focus Act 
Length:  :40 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.9.16 
 
 
 
A bill that overhauls the governing boards of some of the state’s 
universities, including East Tennessee State University, is now law.  
Tennessee Governor Bill Haslam signed the Focus Act.  The law takes 
power away from the Tennessee Board of Regents and creates local 
boards for six of the state’s universities.  Those boards will make 
important decisions that will impact thousands of students.  Those 
decisions include tuition rates, hiring university presidents and set the 
agenda for each school.  Governor Haslam will appoint eight of the ten 
board members for each school and expects to announce those 
appointments later this year. 
 
 
 
TEAMS Competition 
Length:  1:40 
Format:  Package 
Reporter:  Kasey Marler 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  6.10.16 
 
 



 
Some of the brightest minds in the country will converge on Nashville 
later this month for a problem solving competition sponsored by the 
Technology Student Association.  Students from Jonesborough Middle 
School will be among the elite group.  For those students, school is still 
in session as they prepare for the Technology Engineering Math and 
Science or TEAMS competition.  The 7th graders are preparing for two 
disciplines, a 40 question multiple choice test, and a presentation on 
colonizing Mars.  The competition is in Nashville June 28 to July 2.  The 
students will see some familiar faces.  A team from Ridgeview 
Elementary also qualified for nationals. 
 
 
 
University of TN Schedule Change 
Length:  :35 
Format:  Graphic 
Reporter:  Shira Evans 
Show:  5:30pm 
Air Date:  6.14.16 
 
 
 
University of Tennessee officials announced a schedule change for 
students.  The University will not hold classes September first.  The 
school says the cancellation is due to logistical concerns surrounding the 
football team’s season opener against Appalachian State at Neyland 
Stadium that night.  School officials say the cancellation is necessary to 
accommodate traffic, parking and security measures that accompany 
game day.   
 
 
 
Tuition Hike 
Length:  1:00 



Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Nate Morabito 
Show:  5:30pm 
Air Date:  6.14.16 
 
 
 
An education at East Tennessee State University could soon cost you 
more money.  ETSU leaders want a nearly 3% fee increase and they 
want to use that money to boost employee salaries.  The Tennessee 
Board of Regents will consider ETSU’s request next week.  According 
to university records, the fee increase would give ETSU an extra $2.9 
million.  President Dr. Brian Noland says ETSU needs the money to 
improve salaries that historically have remained near or at the bottom 
compared to similar universities.  The Tennessee Board of Regents 
meets June 23 at Northeast State Community College. 
 
 
 
Sullivan County Schools 
Length:  :45 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  Jordan Moore 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.14.16 
 
 
 
School leaders in Sullivan County are making progress on plans to build 
a new middle and high school.  The location and final plans have not 
been decided.  Tonight, the school board met to make final decisions on 
the contract for the architects in charge of the projects.  The board 
approved spending $120,000 just for preliminary work on the plans.  A 
workshop is set for July 7.  Meanwhile, a real estate company is 
searching for potential sites for the two new schools. 



 
 
 
Summer School Program 
Length:  2:00 
Format:  Package 
Reporter:  Kasey Marler 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  6.17.16 
 
 
 
Kylie Tucker just finished 1st grade and now she’s getting a head start on 
2nd thanks to the Johnson City summer school program.  Smaller class 
sizes means she gets more one on one help.  In all, more than 500 
children in grades 1st through 8th take part in the program.  They receive 
instruction in reading and math.  The program runs 4 weeks and is 
funded through the school budget as well as grant money. 
 
 
 
UT Tuition 
Length:  :25 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.20.16 
 
 
 
Officials at the University of Tennessee will vote on a proposed tuition 
increase this week.  UT’s president says it’s the smallest increase in 
more than 30 years.  For most in-state students, the increase would be 
2.2%.  For others the increase would not top 3%. 
 



 
 
Dickenson County School Jobs 
Length:  1:30 
Format:  Package 
Reporter:  Kristen Quon 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.22.16 
 
 
 
More than 3 dozen school employees lost their jobs in southwest 
Virginia, including some teachers.  School administrators were forced to 
lay off 42 people.  The job cuts come after Dickenson County Schools 
were faced with a million dollar budget cut.  In addition to staffing cuts, 
the school system is also eliminating the fine arts and athletic programs.  
Since 2009,   99 full time staff members in Dickenson County have lost 
their jobs due to funding. 
 
 
 
Washington County TN School Board Meeting 
Length:  2:00 
Format:  Package 
Reporter:  Kristen Quon 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.23.16 
 
 
 
The Washington County TN School Board passed its $66 million budget 
tonight.  The spending plan now goes to the full county commission.  
The budget committee recommended an additional 3 cents for their 
operational funds.  The county commission must also vote on new 
schools.  Earlier this year the school board toured three sites for the new 



Boones Creek School.  Superintendent Ron Dykes says the board 
narrowed it down to two.  Moving forward, Dykes says the county 
commission has much to discuss at its next meeting.   
 
 
 
ETSU Tuition Hike 
Length:  :15 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan 
Show:  6pm 
Air Date:  6.24.16 
 
 
 
The Tennessee Board of Regents approved a 2.6% tuition increase for 
East Tennessee State University students.  The school says this marks 
the lowest tuition hike since 1983. 
 
 
 
Medical Schools 
Length:  :40 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Shira Evans 
Show:  9am 
Air Date:  6.28.16 
 
 
 
Many medical schools in the United States are expanding training to 
help students fight opioid abuse.  New programs teach students to 
prescribe the painkillers only as a last resort and to evaluate all patients 
for signs of drug abuse.  Health experts say many physicians prescribe 
opioid medication too often and poor training is to blame.  More than 60 



medical schools promised the White House in April they would train 
students on new federal guidelines for prescribing opioids. 
 
 
 
Boones Creek School 
Length:  2:00 
Format:  Voice Over – Package 
Reporter:  Jordan Moore 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.28.16 
 
 
 
Questions surround the location of a new school in the Tri-Cities.  One 
night after Washington County Tennessee property tax owners got  hit 
with a big tax increase in order to build the new school in Boones Creek, 
we found out top leaders are not in agreement on where that school 
should be built.  Last night, Mayor Dan Eldridge told us, “The Williams 
property on Boones Creek Road is the only site that really kind of fell 
out the bottom of this entire process.”  Today, two school leaders told us 
that’s not necessarily the case.  Washington County Board of Education 
Vice Chair Jack Leonard says he does not know if all possibilities on 
location have been exhausted and maybe they need to keep looking.  A 
few weeks ago, the school board ended up approving the Williams 
property.  But Leonard says he does not feel it is right for the new 
school.  Today, Mayor Eldridge expressed frustration and said he feels 
like the school board should be ready to make a decision.  Everyone 
hopes to have a decision made by the end of the summer.  The school 
board plans to take up the issue of a location for the new Boones Creek 
School at its next meeting in July. 
 
 
 
Tennessee Test Schools 



Length:  2:00 
Format:  Package 
Reporter:  Syndey Cameron 
Show:  5:30pm 
Air Date:  6.30.16 
 
 
 
Tennessee is making it easier for parents and teachers to see how well 
students are doing on standardized tests.  A new law goes into effect 
tomorrow that school districts say will help students learn.  Tennessee is 
making state test results more transparent.  Parents will be able to look at 
test questions and see how their children answered them.  School 
districts are embracing the change.  They say the changes will help 
teachers address individual needs in the classroom.  Tennessee will not 
release any test information that will be used on future assessments.  
Even though the law goes into effect this school year, those questions 
will not be released until fall 2017. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
     
 
 



 

GOVERNMENT 
 
 
 

State Representative Re-election 
Length:  :35 
Format:  Graphic 
Reporter:  Katie Parks 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.3.16 
 
 
 
A Tennessee State Representative under investigation for sexual 
harassment says he is running for re-election.  Republican Jeremy 
Durham filed candidacy paperwork with the Williamson County 
Election Commission.  Durham stepped down in January and withdrew 
from the House Republican Caucus after he allegedly sent post-midnight 
text messages asking two women working at the legislature to send him 
pictures.  A special House panel is investigating his behavior.   
 
 
 
Bible Bill 
Length:  :35 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.4.16 
 
 
 



Tennessee’s lawmakers decided that the Bible should be the official 
book of the state.  The bill to do that now heads to Governor Bill 
Haslam’s desk.  The measure passed the Senate floor tonight.  Governor 
Haslam expressed his concerns over the legality of the measure.  No 
word if he will veto or sign the bill. 
 
 
 
Bluff City BMA Problems 
Length:  1:30 
Format:  Voice Over – Package 
Reporter:  Jordan Moore 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.5.16 
 
 
 
Frustration spreads through a small Tri-Cities town tonight.  Protestors 
took to the street and a public meeting ended in confusion.  People in 
Bluff City say they are frustrated with the entire board of mayor and 
alderman.  They want change in their local government.  Alderwoman 
Tanya Cordle resigned within minutes of the start of the meeting.  She 
told us she was fed up and ready to give up.  The meeting only lasted 20 
minutes.  Some residents complained of questionable town services, like 
a sewage leak that spewed into a local lake and is now the focus of a 
lawsuit.  Others say infighting at town hall, the lack of leadership and 
lack of unity are frustrating.  Just moments after Cordle resigned, 
Alderwoman Sandra Madison walked out.  Madison later told us she got 
sick and that is why she left.  She said she is not resigning from the 
board. 
 
 
 
Sullivan County Budget 
Length:  1:30 



Format:  Package 
Reporter:  Kristen Quon 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.6.16 
 
 
 
A Tri-Cities sheriff is suing his own county to get millions of dollars in 
additional funding.  That was a hot topic at tonight’s Sullivan County 
Budget Committee meeting.  Commissioners discussed Sheriff Wayne 
Anderson’s request for 8 million dollars in additional funding.  That 
money would be used to hire extra officers and maintain the jail.  
Commissioner Pat Shull told us the board needs more information about 
where the county stands with the lawsuit before a funding decision can 
be made.  The county’s spending plan must be approved by July 1. 
 
 
 
Bluff City Needs an Alderman 
Length:  :30 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.6.16 
 
 
 
A Tri-Cities community is trying to decide how to replace a seat recently 
vacated by an alderwoman.  Last night, Tanya Cordle resigned from the 
Bluff City Board of Mayor and Alderman.  She told us she was 
frustrated because citizen comments are no longer recorded on the 
meeting minutes.  Tonight, Alderwoman Sandra Madison told us that the 
Bluff City BMA will meet tomorrow night at 5pm to discuss how to fill 
Cordle’s seat. 
 



 
 
New Bluff City Alderman 
Length:  :50 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.7.16 
 
 
 
Bluff City leaders appointed a new alderman to fill the seat of an 
alderman who resigned.  Tanya Cordle resigned because she was 
frustrated that citizen comments were no longer being recorded in the 
meeting minutes.  Mayor Irene Wells said that is not true.  Tonight, the 
board accepted Cordle’s resignation and appointed Jack Stratton in her 
place.  Stratton has lived in Bluff City for more than 40 years.  He says 
he would like to see more business come to Bluff City so the city can 
finish street projects and fix sewer issues.  Stratton begins his new job 
immediately. 
 
 
 
Virginia Delegates 
Length:  :45 
Format:  Graphics 
Reporter:  Katie Parks 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.9.16 
 
 
 
Hundreds of Republicans gathered in Wytheville, Virginia to elect three 
delegates to the National Party Convention.  The three delegate winners 
for the GOP Convention include Tucker Davis of Grundy, Kyle Kilgore 



of Gate City and C. Jordan Labiosa of New Castle.  John Rainero of 
Bristol was selected as presidential elector. Trump only won a single 
delegate out of the three for the National Convention even though he 
won the 9th District Primary in March.  These are the first delegates 
elected in Virginia.  The other 46 will be decided later this month. 
 
 
 
TN Transgender 
Length:  :30  
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan 
Show:  6pm 
Air Date:  4.11.16 
 
 
 
Tennessee’s Attorney General says a transgender bathroom bill moving 
through the state legislature could cost the state federal education 
funding.  Lawmakers opposed to the bill said today that Attorney 
General Herbert Slatery’s opinion should be the final nail in the coffin to 
a controversial piece of legislation.  The bill would require students in 
public grade schools and universities to use bathrooms and locker rooms 
that match their sex at birth. 
 
 
 
NC Executive Order 
Length:  :50 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.12.16 
 
 



 
North Carolina’s governor signed an executive order that he says 
protects the privacy and equality of all people in the state.  This comes 
after he signed a bill that limits the protection LGBT people can receive.  
It also requires someone to use the bathroom that corresponds with their 
gender at birth.   
 
 
 
TN Bible Bill 
Length:  :25 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.12.16 
 
 
 
Governor Bill Haslam says he will decide whether to sign or veto a bill 
to make the Bible the official state book by the end of the week.  The 
governor has 10 days to make his choice, but tonight he said he would 
announce the decision later this week.  Governor Haslam has expressed 
concerns about the bill.  Other lawmakers say they do not want the Bible 
to be placed alongside other state symbols like the official rock or 
reptile. 
 
 
 
McAuliffe Vetoes 
Length:  :30 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Kelsey Alyea 
Show:  7:30pm 
Air Date:  4.13.16 
 



 
 
Virginia Governor Terry McAuliffe vetoed the largest number of bills in 
18 years.  The Governor vetoed 32 bills this year, the most any governor 
has rejected since 1998.  Lawmakers will return to the Capitol later this 
month to consider his vetoes and amendments. With a nearly evenly 
split Senate, it’s unlikely that republicans will get the two-thirds 
majority in both chambers required to undo the veto. 
 
 
 
Sexual Violence Bill 
Length:  :55 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.14.16 
 
 
 
Virginia’s governor signed into law several bills aimed at preventing and 
quickly responding to sexual assaults.  One of the bills Governor Terry 
McAuliffe signed requires rape kits to be tested within 60 days.  The 
state will invest $900,000 annually to help keep up with the tests.  The 
bill also says rape kits can be held for up to 2 years, should a victim 
choose not to press charges at the time.  This comes after an audit 
revealed nearly 3,000 untested kits throughout the state.  The second bill 
will help state agencies work with college law enforcement.  The 
training will help give sexual assault victims the support and treatment 
they need.   
 
 
 
Bible Bill Vetoed 
Length:  :40 



Format:  Voice Over – Graphic 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.14.16 
 
 
 
Tennessee Governor Bill Haslam decided the Bible will not be the 
official book of the state.  Governor Haslam cited Attorney General 
Herbert Slatery’s opinion saying it would violate the Tennessee 
Constitution.  Senators and Representatives are promising to override 
the governor’s veto. 
 
 
 
Medical Marijuana 
Length:  1:00 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.15.16 
 
 
 
A Tri-Cities congressman is one of two republicans to sign a letter 
urging the President to consider medical marijuana.  Congressman 
Morgan Griffith of southwest Virginia joined 26 other lawmakers in a 
request to President Barack Obama.  The letter asks the President to help 
move forward research on medical marijuana.  It also asks for new 
medical research on cannabis.  Congressman Griffith has long been a 
leader in the push to legalize marijuana for medical purposes.  In 
August, he told us he expected to see more legislation to change 
marijuana laws.  Griffith says he wants to make clear he does not 
support pot for recreational use.   
 



 
 
Transgender Bill 
Length:  1:15 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.18.16 
 
 
 
A controversial piece of legislation in Tennessee has been withdrawn.  
The sponsor of the bill says she plans to bring it up again next year.  
Representative Susan Lynn withdrew the bill out of legal concerns.  The 
lawmaker says she wants to see how other states handle similar bills 
before moving forward.  The so-called “bathroom bill” would require 
students at public schools and universities to use the bathroom for the 
gender they were given at birth.  Opponents of the bill say it would have 
a devastating economic impact on the state because companies have 
spoken out against it.  Representative Lynn says she has not seen any 
letters sent to her.  House Speaker Beth Harwell and Lt. Governor Ron 
Ramsey received letters from 60 companies saying they need to reject 
the bill. 
 
 
 
Property Tax Hike 
Length:  1:00 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  4.19.16 
 
 
 



Property owners in Bristol, Virginia will likely see a tax increase this 
year to help the city cover interest payments on the money borrowed for 
The Falls retail development.  Mayor Archie Hubbard says preliminary 
numbers show the city will need to come up with $400,000, which could 
mean a four-cent property tax hike.   
 
 
 
Bible Bill 
Length:  :50 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5:30pm 
Air Date:  4.19.16 
 
 
 
The sponsor of a bill seeking to designate The Bible as the official book 
of Tennessee has formally announced his bid to override Republican 
Governor Bill Haslam’s veto of the measure.  Last week Haslam vetoed 
the bill over Constitutional concerns of a government endorsement of 
religion and because he believes it trivializes The Bible.  Supporters 
argue the measure seeks to honor the historic and economic significance 
of The Bible in Tennessee.  Republican Representative Jerry Sexton of 
Bean Station filed notice of his intention during Monday night’s House 
floor session.  A veto override would require 50 votes in the 99 member 
House and 17 votes among 33 Senators. 
 
 
 
Elizabethton Twins  
Length:  2:00 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 



Air Date:  4.19.16 
 
 
 
A Major League baseball team wants major upgrades at a Tri-Cities ball 
park.  The Minnesota Twins wants the City of Elizabethton to invest in 
Joe O’Brien Stadium, the home of the Elizabethton Twins.  If the city 
does not agree, the team made it clear it may move out.  The mayor of 
Elizabethton and the team’s general manager say they’re confident the 
needed improvements will be made to the stadium and the Twins Minor 
League team will stay.  Minnesota’s home office says it wants 
improvements to stadium seating and team locker rooms.  The city says 
it has been in negotiations with the Twins for several months.   
 
 
 
U-Haul Sign  
Length:  :45 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.21.16 
 
 
 
A massive sign in Johnson City will continue to stand as a group 
continues its efforts to raise money to save it.  Some say the old U-Haul 
sign downtown is an important piece of city history.  It’s near the site of 
a new downtown park.  Refurbishing it will cost $38,000.  So far, only 
$22,000 has been pledged.  Tonight, city commissioners voted to let the 
Johnson City Development Authority could continue fundraising, but the 
commission wants the final say on the design.   
 
 
 



Veteran Tax Break 
Length:  :25 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Shira Evans 
Show:  7pm 
Air Date:  4.22.16 
 
 
 
Tennessee lawmakers approved a move to give tax breaks to more 
disabled veterans.  If signed by Governor Bill Haslam, the bill would 
allow roughly 3,000 more disabled vets to take advantage of a state 
program that helps subsidize property taxes.  Today’s move comes a 
year after lawmakers set income limits on the program.  This legislation 
eliminates those income limits. 
 
 
 
Hall Tax 
Length:  :25 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Shira Evans 
Show:  7pm 
Air Date:  4.22.16 
 
 
 
Today, Tennessee lawmakers adjourned the 109th General Assembly 
without scheduling a veto override session.  Before they headed home, 
they passed a measure that would reduce and eventually eliminate the 
Hall Tax on investment income.  Lawmakers agreed to reduce the 
general levy on investment income to 5% before eliminating it 
completely by 2022. 
 
 



 
McAuliffe Voting Rights 
Length:  :50 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.22.16 
 
 
 
An Executive Order by Virginia Governor Terry McAuliffe restores the 
voting rights of 206,000 convicted felons who completed their 
sentences.  The Governor says the order also restores their rights to run 
for office and serve on a jury.  Republicans accused the Democratic 
Governor of using his power to add more democratic voters in time for 
the Presidential election.  Virginia is seen as a potential swing state in 
November. 
 
 
 
TN Abortion Amendment 
Length:  1:00 
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.22.16 
 
 
 
A federal judge has ordered a recount of votes to a Tennessee 
Constitutional Amendment that makes it easier to place restrictions on 
abortion.  In November 2014, thousands in the Tri-Cities region voted 
on Amendment One.  The majority of Tennesseans decided that they 
wanted to change the Tennessee Constitution to give lawmakers the 
authority to regulate abortions.  A federal judge ruled the method used to 



count the votes in November was unfair to 8 voters.  Those voters filed a 
lawsuit against state officials saying they did not count the votes 
correctly.  The lawsuit also alleges the votes were tallied in favor of 
abortion opponents.   
 
 
 
TN Sales Tax Holiday 
Length:  :40 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan 
Show:  6pm 
Air Date:  4.25.16 
 
 
 
If approved by Governor Bill Haslam, the popular sales tax holiday in 
Tennessee will take place earlier this year.  The weekend, typically in 
August each year, is designed to help shoppers save money on back to 
school items.  Greene County Representative David Hawk says he 
introduced this bill because many schools in our region return to class 
earlier than the tax free holiday. 
 
 
 
TN Hands Free Bill 
Length:  :25 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan 
Show:  6pm 
Air Date:  4.25.16 
 
 
 



After 64 days in session at the 109th General Assembly, our local 
lawmakers are home from Nashville.  Representative John Holsclaw of 
Elizabethton introduced a bill this year aimed at banning drivers from 
holding a cell phone while driving.  The bill passed in the House but was 
tabled in the Senate.  Holsclaw says he plans to bring this bill back up 
next year. 
 
 
 
TN Abortion 
Length:  :50 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.25.16 
 
 
 
All eyes are on Tennessee’s top attorney to see how he chooses to 
proceed on a case involving a Constitutional amendment.  Friday, a 
federal judge ruled that the votes cast for Amendment One must undergo 
a recount.  Amendment One gives lawmakers more power to regulate 
abortions.  The majority of Tennesseans voted in favor of that back in 
November 2014.  On Friday a federal judge ruled the votes were counted 
incorrectly.  Now, it’s up to Attorney General Herbert Slatery to decide 
if the state wants to challenge that decision.  The Attorney General says 
he is currently reviewing the judge’s order. 
 
 
 
House Bill 2 
Length:  :45 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 



Air Date:  4.25.16 
 
 
 
The bathroom bill came up once again in North Carolina today.  
Thousands for and against the new law are speaking out at the state 
capital.  North Carolina’s General Assembly began a new session today.  
Those against what’s become known as House Bill Two delivered a 
petition to the state capital with more than 180,000 signatures.  The 
petition seeks to persuade the Governor to repeal the law.  The American 
Civil Liberties Union has filed a lawsuit challenging the North Carolina 
law.   
 
 
 
NC Voter ID Law 
Length:  :30 
Format:   Voice Over 
Reporter:  Kelsey Alyea 
Show:  7pm 
Air Date:  4.26.16 
 
 
 
A federal judge ruled in favor of North Carolina’s new voter 
identification law that requires a photo id to vote.  The judge ruled 
yesterday that he law was Constitutional and should remain in effect.  
Among other rules, it requires an approved photo id to vote and prohibits 
out of precinct voting.  The North Carolina NAACP, churches and 
several individual plaintiffs were suing to overturn the law.  The judge 
concluded the groups failed to show that the law violates the 
Constitution. 
 
 
 



TN Abortion Regulation 
Length:  :35 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.26.16 
 
 
 
The state of Tennessee is challenging a federal judge’s decision ruling 
that impacts abortion regulations.  Tennessee’s top attorney filed 
paperwork appealing the judge’s order to recount the votes for 
Amendment One.  On Friday, the judge agreed with those who filed suit 
saying the votes were not counted correctly.  The majority of 
Tennesseans voted yes on Amendment One in November 2014.  That 
gave the General Assembly more power to regulate abortions.  Attorney 
General Herbert Slatery’s office said today it disagrees with the decision 
to recount the votes. 
 
 
 
Ramsey on GOP Race 
Length:  :25 
Format:  Sound Byte – Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show: 11pm 
Air Date:  5.2.16 
 
 
 
Tennessee’s Lieutenant Governor says he is 100% behind Donald 
Trump.  Ron Ramsey said, “Trump has pretty much locked down the 
nomination so whether you’re for him or against him to begin with, 
obviously I’m for whoever the Republican nominee is.”  Ramsey says he 



thinks Trump will get the delegates needed to secure the nomination 
before a contested convention is necessary. 
 
 
 
Bristol Elections 
Length:  :45 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  David McAvoy 
Show:  7pm 
Air Date;  5.4.16 
 
 
 
The morning the Bristol Virginia Election Commission tallied up the 
largest number of write-in votes the city has seen in more than a decade.  
After two hours of hand counting, Kevin Mumpower received 877 votes, 
making him the top vote-getter in the city council election.  Joining 
Mumpower on the council will be Doug Fleenor, the whistleblower in 
the Bristol Virginia Utilities corruption case.  Fleenor says his priority is 
getting jobs for Bristol residents. 
 
 
 
Salary vs. Hourly 
Length:  1:30 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  Allie Hinds 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  5.5.16 
 
 
 
Millions of Americans may see some major changes to how much they 
are paid this year.  President Barack Obama proposed new rules which 



would dramatically expand the number of people eligible for overtime 
pay, affecting 5 million Americans.  It would mean anyone making a 
salary under $50,000 works over-time working overtime would get paid 
time and a half.  Some lawmakers think the move would crush job 
growth and business owners.  This rule is set to take effect 2 months 
after it is finalized, but at this point, there’s no word on when that will 
be.   
 
 
 
Jonesborough Fluoride 
Length:  :50 
Format: Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  5.6.16 
 
 
 
Officials in Tennessee’s oldest town will soon discuss whether they need 
to remove the fluoride from the water supply.  The Jonesborough Board 
of Mayor and Alderman took a tour of the town’s water treatment 
facility.  After seeing what actually goes into the water, some board 
members are questioning if it’s right to get rid of the fluoride.  State 
health officials are urging the town to keep the fluoride in the water.  
The board will discuss the issue during its meeting in July. 
 
 
 
Bathroom Letters 
Length:  1:15 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11PM 
Air Date:  5.17.16 



 
 
 
Tennessee’s lawmakers are speaking out against a directive by President 
Barack Obama.  Some of them do not agree with him after he says 
transgender students should be able to use whatever bathroom they want.  
Now, lawmakers are pushing the state’s top attorney to file legal action.  
Twenty-six Senators sent a letter to Governor Bill Haslam.  The letter 
urges him to sue the federal government over the guidelines the White 
House gave to all schools.  Now, Senators are taking it a step further.  
They got some state Representatives involved.  Today, they sent a letter 
to Attorney General Herbert Slatery urging him to file a lawsuit.  Several 
lawmakers in the Tri-Cities, including Lt. Governor Ron Ramsey and 
Representative Matthew Hill signed the letter.  Tennessee’s House may 
hold a special session over the bathroom directive.  
 
 
 
Haslam on Transgender Session 
Length:  1:00 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date;  5.18.16 
 
 
 
Tennessee’s Governor does not think lawmakers should call a special 
session to discuss the bathroom directive passed down by the White 
House.  Last week, the Obama Administration sent a letter to all schools 
in the country.  The letter asks them to respect the wishes of transgender 
students and let them use the bathroom of their choice.  Lawmakers are 
concerned someone could abuse those guidelines to harm students.  
Some lawmakers want to sue the federal government over the bathroom 



directive.  Governor Bill Haslam says it’s unclear what the strategy or 
purpose of a special session would be. 
 
 
 
LGBT Protection Vote 
Length:  :35 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  5.19.16 
 
 
 
A vote in the U.S. House quickly turned into a heated debate.  A 
democratic lawmaker added a proposal to a spending bill on military 
construction projects and the Veterans Administration.  If signed into 
law, it would provide protection for LGBT workers.  At first, the 
measure appeared to have enough votes to pass.  But the vote was held 
open for several extra minutes.  That was enough time for 7 republicans 
to switch their votes.  The measure failed by one vote.  Democrats are 
accusing republicans of dragging this out so the votes could change. 
 
 
 
Confederate Flags 
Length:  :35 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  5.19.16 
 
 
 



Congressional lawmakers voted to ban the Confederate Flat at Veterans 
Administration cemeteries.  During the vote in the House, you could 
hear cheers from the audience.  A democratic senator from California 
sponsored the proposal.  He said the flag represents racism, slavery and 
division.  The measure seeks to ban the Confederate Flag from flying at 
flag poles at cemeteries maintained by the Department of Veterans 
Affairs.  It still allows small Confederate Flags to be placed at 
gravesites.  The measure now goes to the Senate. 
 
 
 
Corker Possible Vice President Pick 
Length:  1:00 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  5.20.16 
 
 
 
Washington’s largest newspaper says a Tennessee Senator is one of the 
top contenders to become Donald Trump’s Vice President.  The 
Washington Post reports Donald Trump, the presumptive Republican 
Presidential nominee, is meeting with Republican Tennessee Senator 
Bob Corker Monday.  The Post says it got word from Trump campaign 
sources the meeting would take place at Trump Tower in New York.  
Corker serves as the Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee, one of the most powerful groups in the U.S. Senate.  He was 
a central part of negotiations with the Obama Administration during the 
Iran Nuclear Deal.  He came to the Tri-Cities during early talks about 
the plan.  Last month, Trump talked foreign policy with Senator Corker.  
Corker later complimented Trump but did not announce he would 
endorse him.   
 
 



 
Corker and Trump Meeting 
Length:  :45 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  5.23.16 
 
 
 
A Tennessee senator says he has no reason to believe he’s being 
considered as Donald Trump’s Vice President.  U.S. Senator Bob Corker 
met with the presumptive republican Presidential nominee today at 
Trump Tower in New York.  Corker said, “I’m not angling for any job.  
I don’t even want to offer conjecture.  When we reached out to Senator 
Corker’s office about the meeting, we were told it was about a “wide-
ranging policy discussion.” 
 
 
 
McAuliffe Investigation 
Length:  :45 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  5.23.16 
 
 
 
Federal agents say they’ve launched an investigation into Virginia 
Governor Terry McAuliffe.  It involves donations made to his campaign 
to become governor.  Governor McAuliffe says he was not told that he’s 
now the subject of an ongoing investigation.  CNN reports the purpose 
of the probe is to find out if a donation to his 2013 gubernatorial 



campaign violated the law.  Governor McAuliffe’s attorney says the 
Governor will cooperate if contacted about the investigation. 
 
 
 
McAuliffe Reaction 
Length:  :45 
Format:  Voice Over  
Reporter:  Shira Evans 
Show:  7pm 
Air Date:  5.24.16 
 
 
 
Virginia Governor Terry McAuliffe says he’s confident he followed the 
law in accepting donations that now appear to be part of a federal 
criminal investigation.  He defended his actions today to reporters at an 
event in Alexandria.  He said he believes the investigation centers 
around a donation connected to Chinese businessman Wang Wenliang. 
Federal law forbids foreigners from contributing to U.S. political 
campaigns. The Governor said Wang has held a green card for nearly a 
decade and is a legitimate donor. 
 
 
 
Johnson City Budget 
Length:  :50 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  5.26.16 
 
 
 



The Johnson City budget committee says it is in a good position 
financially this year.  The group discussed the upcoming 2017 budget at 
a meeting earlier this afternoon.  Johnson City Mayor Clayton Stout says 
the city has seen major economic growth and a strong increase in 
revenue.  The city is budgeting 800 to 900 thousand dollars in additional 
revenue.  Mayor Stout says the city is looking to use the money for 
multiple projects including paving, new athletic fields, and lights for 
Cardinal Park.  The budget committee will meet again next month. 
 
 
 
Kilgore Endorses Trump 
Length:  :30 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  5.27.16 
 
 
 
Republican Delegate Terry Kilgore says he is backing Donald Trump.  
Delegate Kilgore represents the first district in southwest Virginia.  He 
told us earlier this week he plans to officially endorse Donald Trump 
later this year.  He says his son is a delegate to the National Convention, 
and Kilgore will attend the National Convention.  It will take place on 
July 18 in Cleveland, Ohio. 
 
 
 
Unicoi County Property Assessor 
Length:  1:00 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Jordan Moore 
Show:  7am 
Air Date:  5.19.16 



 
 
 
No candidate will represent the Unicoi County Republican Party in the 
race for Property Assessor.  The Unicoi County Republican Party met 
recently to select a candidate to run in the upcoming August election.  
The meeting was prompted after the death of Margaret Seward, who was 
on the March first primary ballot for property assessor.  Seward passed 
away the day before the primary but still won the vote.  State law allows 
the party to select a replacement candidate, however, the group voted 
unanimously to not place a candidate on the ballot but instead allow the 
voters to decide.  Those who are interested in running for county 
property assessor can run as write in candidates.  The deadline for the 
write-in is June 14. 
 
 
 
Roe on Opioids 
Length:  1:45 
Format:  Graphic - Package 
Reporter:  Curtis McCloud 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  5.30.16 
 
 
 
While the debate on establishing a methadone clinic in the Tri-Cities 
continues, federal lawmakers are working to combat drug addiction 
statewide.  U.S. Congressman Phil Roe says he and others in Congress 
are working on legislation that would help people who suffer from 
opioid addiction.  According to Roe, recent numbers show about 30,000 
people in the U.S. died as a result of opioid addiction overdoses last 
year.  1600 of those deaths came from the state of Tennessee.  
Congressman Roe told us now is the time more than ever to find a way 



to fix the problem.  Right now, there are a series of bills making their 
way through Congress to help bring opioid addiction to the forefront.   
 
 
 
Kaine on Trump 
Length:  :25 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan 
Show:  6pm 
Air Date:  6.2.16 
 
 
 
A democratic Virginia senator says making Donald trump the 
Commander in Chief would pose a danger to America and the world.  
That’s according to a spokesperson for Hillary Clinton’s campaign.  
They quoted U.S. Senator Tim Kaine as saying Trump lacks the 
experience, values and temperament to lead America and keep the 
country safe.  Clinton’s campaign office took the opportunity to say she 
has the experience needed to lead America. 
 
 
 
Johnson City Budget – 1st Reading 
Length:  :35 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.2.16 
 
 
 
Johnson City leaders gave preliminary approval tonight to a spending 
plan that calls for no tax increase.  Commissioners unanimously 



approved the budget on first reading.  So far, the city has an almost $2 
million funding surplus.  But there’s talk of possibly funding a soccer 
complex and spending money to help ETSU expand its planned 
Performing Arts Center.  Commissioners will meet to work on the 
budget next Thursday. 
 
 
 
Democrats Want Harwell Questioned 
Length:  1:00 
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.2.16 
 
 
 
Tennessee’s Democratic Party is calling on the Attorney General to 
question House Speaker Beth Harwell.  It’s in relation to her knowledge 
of sexual harassment allegations against another lawmaker.  Democrats 
say Harwell knew about the allegations against Representative Jeremy 
Durham for months and did nothing to stop it.  Durham is under 
investigation for sending inappropriate text messages to women who 
work in the capital building.  Durham stepped down as the House 
Majority Whip in January but denied any wrongdoing.  Attorney 
General Herbert Slatery said last night his office would now take over 
the investigation.  That’s not enough for the Democratic Party.  Chair 
Mary Mancini said Harwell should be questioned.  She claims Harwell 
tried to sweep the issue under the rug and adds Harwell would not allow 
the victims to come forward. 
 
 
 
Washington County Budget 
Length:  :50 



Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  Shira Evans 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.7.16 
 
 
 
Property owners in one area face a significant increase in their property 
taxes in the upcoming year.  The Washington County Tennessee 
Commission Proposed a 40 cent property tax increase.  That hike would 
bring the tax to $2.38 per $100 of assessed value.  The average 
Washington County homeowner could face an additional $130 in taxes.  
Mayor Dan Eldridge says the tax hike would help pay for 11 capital 
needs of the county including education and school facilities 
improvements.   
 
 
 
Kingsport Budget 
Length:  1:10 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  Shira Evans – Curtis McCloud 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.7.16 
 
 
 
Kingsport property owners could get a break on their property taxes but 
that break would be replaced by a new bill.  City leaders approved the 
proposed budget in a close vote of 4 to 3 this evening.  That proposed 
budget includes a property tax reduction of 3 cents.  For the average 
homeowner, that’s a savings of $10 a year.  The proposal also includes 
the city’s first garbage collection fee.  It’s a monthly fee of $12.75.  
Qualified seniors and those with disabilities would pay $9.  The 



Kingsport Board of Mayor and Alderman must approve the proposal on 
a second reading at its next meeting June 21. 
 
 
 
Bristol VA Budget 
Length:  1:00 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  Jordan Moore 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.14.16 
 
 
 
Tonight people in the city of Bristol, Virginia learned the will soon see a 
seven cent increase in property tax and a new garbage fee.  This evening 
at City Hall, city council members held a first reading of the budget.  
The budget originally included cutting more than $200,000 from the 
city’s fire department.  After an outcry from the public, that money was 
restored.  But leaders had to increase the trash fee by 2 dollars to do so.  
They also chose not to hire a new emergency management director.  A 
second reading of the budget is expected to take place in the coming 
weeks. 
 
 
 
Performing Arts and Budget 
Length:  :55 
Format:  Voice over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.16.16 
 
 
 



The City of Johnson City has not yet decided if it will invest extra cash 
to help ETSU expand its planned Performing Arts Center.  University 
officials want to build the facility across the street from the main campus 
next door to Millennium Center.  Commissioners had to make a 
decision- whether the city should commit $8 million dollars to expand 
the center from 635 seats to 1100 seats.  As of tonight, that $8 million is 
not in the current budget, but commissioners say it may be added at the 
next meeting where the third reading will take place.  Also included in 
the spending plan is $200,000 in renovations to some soccer fields.  The 
hope is to move forward with a sports complex that could also be used 
as a softball field.  Commissioners said that project could take up to 5 
years to complete. 
 
 
 
Kingsport Budget 
Length:  :45 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.21.16 
 
 
 
The city of Kingsport gave final approval to its next spending plan.  The 
Model City’s Board of Mayor and Alderman passed the more than $166 
million budget tonight.  Included in that budget is Kingsport’s first ever 
sanitation fee.  People will now have to pay $8 per month for garbage 
pickup.   
 
 
 
Sullivan County Raises 
Length:  :45 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 



Reporter:  Kelsey Alyea 
Show:  7pm 
Air Date:  6.22.16 
 
 
 
Sullivan County employees may soon see their second significant pay 
raise in years.  A recommended two part pay raise was outlined during a 
commission budget committee meeting Tuesday.  It includes a $1,000 
increase to county employee’s salaries in addition to a 2% cost of living 
increase.  Sullivan County Mayor Richard Venable says money for the 
raises would come from savings accrued by the county during the last 
year, thanks to a reduction in employee insurance premiums.  The 
committee plans to meet next week to finalize the pay raise proposal. 
 
 
 
Johnson City Budget 
Length:  :45 
Format:  Voice Over  - Sound Byte 
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan 
Show:  6pm 
Air Date:  6.23.16 
 
 
 
Johnson City commissioners passed a balanced budget for the upcoming 
year, but there is still no funding for ETSU’s fine arts facility.  The 
nearly $243 million budget passed on third reading this morning.  The 
budget includes no property tax increase.  In past meetings, there was 
discussion if they city could commit $8 million to help fund ETSU’s 
new performing arts center.  Today, City Manager Pete Peterson said 
that money will not be included in the budget until the city and ETSU 
can work out an agreement.  Commissioners also approved a 1% pay 
raise for all city employees. 



 
 
 
Greeneville Budget 
Length:  :20 
Format:  Graphic 
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan 
Show:  6pm 
Air Date:  6.23.16 
 
 
 
A budget passed by Greeneville’s Board of Mayor and Alderman 
includes pay increases for employees.  The 2016-17 budget does not 
include any property tax hike.  Town employees will see a 3.5% pay 
increase during the budget which takes effect July 1. 
 
 
 
Bristol Vice Mayor 
Length:  :35 
Format:  Graphic 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.27.16 
 
 
 
The Vice Mayor of Bristol, Tennessee says he’s running for a seat in 
Tennessee’s State House.  Chad Keen announced his candidacy today 
for Tennessee’s First District.  That’s the seat currently held by State 
Representative Jon Lundberg.  Keen says his campaign will be focused 
on conservative beliefs.   
 
 



 
McDonnell Supreme Court 
Length:  :50 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.27.16 
 
 
 
The Supreme Court overturned the corruption conviction of former 
Virginia Governor Bob McDonnell.  In 2014 McDonnell and his wife 
were found guilty of accepting more than $165,000 in gifts and loans 
from a wealthy businessman in exchange for helping him promote his 
business.  Today, the high court ruled to overturn that, which now makes 
it harder to prosecute elected officials accused of bribery.   
 
 
 
Washington County TN Budget 
Length:  2:00 
Format:  Voice Over – Package 
Reporter:  Kristen Quon 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.27.16 
 
 
 
Washington County, Tennessee’s commission voted to raise property 
taxes for thousands here in the Tri-Cities.  County leaders discussed a 
proposed property tax hike of 40 cents.  Thirty cents of that was 
projected to go to the Washington County School Board.  Nearly half of 
the 30 cents would be used to fund a new building for Boones Creek 
Middle School.  The other part of the tax hike would go to the county 
general fund, capital projects and highway projects.  After four hours of 



discussion, the commission passed the tax hike.  For a 100,000 dollar 
home that would be an extra 100 dollars in taxes a year.  Forty one 
people spoke at tonight’s public hearing.  Many in favor of the tax hike 
said the county is in need of the new school.  Others argued 40 cents is 
way too much.  This is the first tax increase in Washington County since 
2008.  Sixteen commissioners voted in favor, seven voted no, and two 
were absent. 
 
 
 
Early Voting Deadline 
Length:  1:00 
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.29.16 
 
 
 
While most of the political focus is on the elections set to take place in 
November, Tennessee voters have a chance to go to the polls this 
August.  In some races, the primary on August 4th will be the main 
event.  The deadline to register to vote in the primary is coming up next 
week.  The deadline to register to vote in the August 4th primary is 
Tuesday, July 5.  Most election offices will be closed July 4th. 
 
 
 
Abortion Laws 
Length:  2:00 
Format:  Graphic – Package 
Reporter:  Jordan Moore 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.29.16 
 



 
 
Lawmakers in the Tri-Cities region are trying to figure out how a 
Supreme Court ruling on abortion will impact Tennessee.  Monday, the 
Supreme Court struck down a Texas law regulating abortion.  That 
means abortion clinics in that state will no longer have to meet hospital 
like standards.  It also means doctors who perform abortions are no 
longer required to have admitting privileges at nearby hospitals.  
Tennessee’s top attorney and some state lawmakers say it’s unclear how 
this could impact the Volunteer State.  The consensus is that 
Tennessee’s abortion laws could be in jeopardy because of the Supreme 
Court ruling.  A spokesman for Attorney General Herb Slattery told us, 
“Our office is reviewing the ruling and will be evaluating what is 
applicable to the case here in Tennessee.”   
 
 
 
Insure Tennessee Rally 
Length:  2:00 
Format:  Package 
Reporter:  Kristen Quon 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.30.16 
 
 
 
Tennessee lawmakers are once again trying to expand healthcare 
coverage to thousands of people.  A specially appointed task force 
unveiled a new plan in Nashville today.  It would cover an estimated 
$300,000 low income Tennesseans.  If you are a low income Tennessean 
facing behavioral health costs or a veteran without coverage, lawmakers 
say this plan would help you.  Phase one of the Three Star Health Task 
Force provides coverage through the state’s Medicaid program Tenncare 
for those low income Tennesseans with behavioral health issues and vets 
without medical coverage.  Phase two would provide health care 



coverage for those Tennesseans just above what’s called the federal 
poverty line.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 



HEALTH 
 
 
 

Coffee & Colon Cancer 
Length:  :20 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  4.1.16 
 
 
 
Doctors say drinking coffee decreases your risk of colon cancer.  
Researchers at the University of Southern California compared data 
from 5,000 who had been diagnosed with colorectal cancer against 
healthy people.  The findings suggest that the more coffee a person 
drinks the lower the risk of colon cancer. 
 
 
 
Weight Loss Procedures 
Length:  :20 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  4.4.16 
 
 
 
Researchers at Johns Hopkins report early success in clinical trials with 
a new procedure for the obese.  It’s called Bariatric Arterial 



Embolization.  Doctors say the minimally invasive treatment helps with 
weight loss, hunger reduction and keeping hunger hormones in check. 
 
 
 
Vitamin D & Heart Failure 
Length:  :20 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  4.5.16 
 
 
 
A daily dose of Vitamin D-3 can improve heart function in patients 
prone to heart failure.  That’s according to British researchers.  They 
found the heart’s pumping function improved as much as 34% in 
patients with heart muscle weakness. 
 
 
 
Insomnia 
Length:  :20 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  4.5.16 
 
 
 
Doctors in China have found abnormalities in the brains of patients with 
insomnia.  Using MRI techniques, researchers discovered significantly 
impaired white matter in regions of the brain related to sleep and 
wakefulness.  Doctors hope the findings will lead to treatments. 
 



 
 
Insulin Prices 
Length:  :25 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  4.6.16 
 
 
 
The cost of insulin for diabetic patients in the United States has tripled in 
the past decade.  That’s according to a new study in the Journal of the 
American Medical Association.  Researchers say overall yearly spending 
for the drug as well as the price per milliliter have both gone up sharply, 
even as the cost of other diabetes drugs has stayed about the same or 
even gone down. 
 
 
 
Calorie Guidelines 
Length:  :15 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  4.6.16 
 
 
 
A majority of children’s meals at leading restaurants are meeting calorie 
guidelines.  That’s according to new research from Tufts University.  
However, many kids’ menu items are still high in fat and sodium. 
 
 
 



Diabetes Cases 
Length:  :30 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  4.7.16 
 
 
 
The number of diabetes cases in the United States has quadrupled in just 
over three decades.  That means since 1980, more than 400 million 
people have been diagnosed with the disease.  Researchers say it’s due 
to the rising number of people who are overweight or obese.  Diabetes 
can be deadly by raising blood sugar and damaging organs including the 
heart, liver and kidneys.  Worldwide, diabetes killed 1.5 million people 
in 2012. 
 
 
 
Radiation and Chemo 
Length:  :20 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  4.7.16 
 
 
 
Combining radiation with chemotherapy prolongs survival among 
certain brain cancer patients.  Researchers at the Mayo Clinic found 
patients with grade 2 gliomas who received both therapies survived an 
average of 5 extra years.  Grade 2 gliomas are a rare but deadly type of 
brain tumor. 
 
 



 
Zika in Tennessee 
Length:  :40 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  4.8.16 
 
 
 
Health officials are reporting the first case of Zika virus in Shelby 
County.  The health department said the person with the virus traveled to 
one of the countries where Zika is prevalent.  Zika is a mosquito-borne 
virus spreading rapidly across Latin America.  Tennessee health officials 
reported the first case of the virus in the state in February. 
 
 
 
Diabetes During Pregnancy 
Length:  :20 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  4.8.16 
 
 
 
A new study suggests screening for diabetes during pregnancy may need 
to happen sooner for obese women.  British researchers found babies of 
obese mothers with gestational diabetes were already excessively large 
by 6 months of pregnancy.  Currently, most testing for gestational 
diabetes happens after 6 months. 
 
 
 



Free Cancer Screenings 
Length:  :30 
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.8.16 
 
 
 
Next week thousands of people will come to the Tri-Cities region for 
one of the area’s most popular events.  During the event, Wellmont 
Health Systems will offer free cancer screenings.  Food City Race Night 
takes place next Friday.  During that time, Wellmont will offer free 
mouth, throat and neck cancer screenings.  You can find the screenings 
at the hospitality village at Bristol Motor Speedway.  Medical 
professionals will be there from 4 to 9. 
 
 
 
NC Norovirus 
Length:  :20 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.8.16 
 
 
 
Health officials in North Carolina closed down a school because of 
norovirus.  This is happening in Union County.  The health department 
there advised the Weddington Christian Academy to hire a cleaning 
company.  Parents were also told their children need to be fever and 
symptom free for 48 hours before heading back to class. 
 
 



 
Marriage & Cancer 
Length:  :20 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show: 5pm 
Air Date:  4.11.16 
 
 
 
New data from California researchers on the link between marriage and 
cancer recovery suggests that white bachelors have a 24% higher 
mortality rate than other patients.  Unmarried women also had a higher 
mortality rate than married women. 
 
 
 
Free Health Clinic 
Length:  :50 
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan 
Show:  5:30pm 
Air Date:  4.11.16 
 
 
 
This week, the Health Wagon will hold its annual community health 
fairs.  A number of free services will be offered.  Organizers of the 
events link area health care providers with local consumers to provide a 
spectrum of health services and information targeted to the prevention of 
both serious and common health problems.  The free events are 
Wednesday at Zion Family Ministries in Wise from 9 until 4 and on 
Thursday at Valley View Freewill Baptist Church in Clintwood from 9 
until 4. 
 



 
 
Heart Problems 
Length:  :20 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  4.12.16 
 
 
 
Most middle-aged men and women prone to cardiovascular problems 
may benefit form a daily aspirin.  A national task force is urging 
potential heart patients between 50 and 69 without bleeding risks to 
consider taking a low-dose aspirin every day.  They say it could prevent 
heart attack, stroke and colorectal cancer. 
 
 
 
TN Healthcare Announcement 
Length:  1:15 
Format:  Voice Over- Sound Byte 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.12.16 
 
 
 
Some of Tennessee’s top lawmakers say they want to expand health care 
throughout the state.  Republican House Speaker Beth Harwell 
announced an initiative called the 3-Star Healthy Project.  It’s a plan to 
create a task force that will work to help improve access to health care.  
The group plans to present plans to the federal government this summer 
to expand health care coverage.  Governor Bill Haslam’s plan to expand 
health care coverage through Insure Tennessee failed 2 times last year. 



 
 
 
Crestpoint Health 
Length:  1:15 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  Jordan Moore 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.13.16 
 
 
 
As many as 14,000 people in the Tri-Cities are finding out they will see 
big changes in their health insurance plan.  Mountain States Health 
Alliance announced it is ending its experiment in running a health 
insurance company.  Mountain States alerted employees via email that 
Crestpoint Health will cease to exist this summer.  It is the insurance 
provider for 8,000 Mountain States employees and about 6,000 
Medicare Advantage customers who chose Crestpoint for coverage.  Ten 
people will lose their jobs because of the Crestpoint closure.   
 
 
 
Bacteria Cancer 
Length:  :20 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  4.14.16 
 
 
 
A new study suggests healthy gut bacteria may be able to slow or stop 
the development of some types of cancer.  The human body typically 
contains about 10 trillion bacterial cells, some beneficial, some harmful.  



UCLA researchers isolated one common gut bacteria and found it 
reduced gene damage and significantly reduced inflammation in mice.  
Inflammation plays a key role in several diseases including cancer. 
 
 
 
Surgeons 
Length:  :20 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  4.14.16 
 
 
 
A surgeon’s skill level may not impact the long term outcomes of 
patients who undergo weight loss operations.  A new study in JAMA 
Surgery found one year after gastric bypass there was no difference in 
terms of weight loss or high blood pressure among the patients of the 
highly rated doctors compared to the lower rated doctors. 
 
 
 
Jacob’s Ride 
Length:  :45 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  Jordan Moore 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.16.16 
 
 
 
It’s been 12 years since 6-year old Jacob Francisco passed away from E 
coli.  Over the weekend, a group gathered to walk and bike in his honor.  
Every year people in the community run, walk and bike to raise 



awareness of the dangers of E coli.  The money raised will go to a non-
profit called the Boone Watershed Partnership.  It supports the Jacob’s 
Nature Park at Sinking Creek.  Sinking Creek is known to be 
contaminated with E coli.  That’s why Jacob’s Father coordinated the 
event to support the park and restoration of the creek.  Since 2004, 
Jacob’s Project has raised more than $70,000 to support local E coli 
awareness campaigns. 
 
 
 
Knee Replacement 
Length:  :15 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  4.18.16 
 
 
 
A new study suggests that the risk of hip fracture jumps in the 10 years 
following a knee replacement.  Doctors in Sweden based the research on 
medical records spanning from 1987 to 2002. 
 
 
 
Cookies or Chips 
Length:  :15 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  4.18.16 
 
 
 



Researchers at the University of Michigan say very young children who 
reach for cookies over chips may be more prone to unhealthy weight 
gain.  Doctors tracking more than 200 toddlers found children who 
preferred desserts had increased body fat by age 3. 
 
 
 
Low Fat Diet 
Length:  :20 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  4.18.16 
 
 
 
Doctors in Los Angeles report women who eat a low-fat diet for about 8 
years reduce their risk of death from invasive breast cancers.  Scientists 
say it’s the first time they’ve determined a sustained low-fat diet could 
increase survival rates among post-menopausal women with breast 
cancer. 
 
 
 
HPV Vaccine 
Length:  :20 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  4.19.16 
 
 
 
A new study finds the latest vaccine against human papillomavirus could 
decrease cervical cancers by as much as 73%.  That’s about 10% 



improvement over the older HPV vaccines.  Researchers at Yale are 
calling for expanded use of the vaccination and say it will cut both the 
cancer rate and healthcare costs. 
 
 
 
Gestational Diabetes 
Length:  :20 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  4.19.16 
 
 
 
Women who develop gestational diabetes during pregnancy are at 
greater risk for high blood pressure later in life.  Research in the Journal 
Hypertension finds a healthy diet can reduce the risk by 20%.  That 
includes eating more fruits, vegetables, and whole grains and less red 
meat and salt. 
 
 
 
Life Expectancy 
Length:  :20 
Format:  Reader 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  4.20.16 
 
 
 
The life expectancy for white women has fallen a bit.  That’s according 
to a new government report that finds that in 2014, the predicted life 
span for white women was about five weeks shorter than it was a year 



earlier.  It held steady for black women and white men, and it increased 
for black men, Hispanic men and Hispanic women. 
 
 
 
United Healthcare 
Length:  :35 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  4.20.16 
 
 
 
United Healthcare, the largest U.S. health insurer, says it plans to exit 
most of the “Obamacare” state exchanges where it currently operates.  
This could be a blow to President Obama and his signature law to 
overhaul the nation’s healthcare system.  Its CEO says the company will 
remain in only a few states by next year.  The CEO says markets for 
these exchanges are relatively small and also have higher risks for the 
company over the short-term.  United Healthcare had previously said it 
lost $475 million on the exchanges last year and could lose another half 
billion this year. 
 
 
 
Measles Warning 
Length:  :30 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.22.16 
 
 
 



Health officials are warning Tennesseans about measles.  The Tennessee 
Department of Health is asking people to have a heightened awareness. 
This comes after two people tested positive for the virus in the Memphis 
area.  The source has not yet been discovered.   
 
 
 
Vegetables 
Length:  :20 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  4.25.16 
 
 
 
A diet high in fruit, vegetables and fish can help people with heart issues 
live longer.  That’s according to a new study published in the European 
Heart Journal.  Researchers found heart patients who followed a so-
called Mediterranean Diet lowered their risk of a heart attack or stroke. 
 
 
 
Vision Problems 
Length:  :20 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  4.25.16 
 
 
 
Massachusetts researchers have developed a smart pone application that 
can potentially benefit people with vision problems.  The app projects a 



magnified smartphone screen to Google Glass that allows the visually 
impaired to zoom and navigate using head movements. 
 
 
 
Flu Vaccine 
Length:  :25 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  4.26.16 
 
 
 
British researchers found flu vaccines may be more effective in the 
morning.  Their study of patients over 65 found people  inoculated 
before Noon had more protective antibodies, even a month after getting 
their shots. 
 
 
 
Ram Clinic 
Length:  :25 
Format:  Graphic 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.28.16 
 
 
 
A clinic offering free health services will be in southwest Virginia 
tomorrow and through the weekend.  The Remote Area Medical Clinic 
provides free dental, medical and vision care to hundreds of patients 
when it visits.  The RAM Clinic will be in Rural Retreat, Virginia this 
weekend in Smyth County.  It will be at the Mountain Empire Airport. 



 
 
 
Merger Update 
Length:  :50 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.29.16 
 
 
 
State health officials are once again asking for more information on the 
proposed merger involving both of the region’s hospital systems.  One 
of the system’s leaders says that means a key process to win approval 
will not be complete by this summer.  The Tennessee Department of 
Health is looking over that process involving Mountain States Health 
Alliance and Wellmont Health System.  They’re applying for what’s 
called a Certificate of Public Advantage – or COPA.  It’s the state’s job 
to determine if the benefits of the merger will outweigh the 
disadvantages to the region.  The state asked for more information about 
the merger in March.  We found out it made another request last Friday.  
The state says it needs more evidence on the benefits of the merger.   
 
 
 
Prescription Drug Take Back  
Length:  :25 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Curtis McCloud 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  4.30.16 
 
 
 



The Sullivan County Sheriff’s Office stayed busy today during the 
annual Operation Prescription Disposal.  It’s part of the DEA’s National 
Drug Take Back Day.  It’s an effort to cut down on the number of 
prescription drug overdoses in America.  The event is held every year to 
encourage people to remove unwanted prescription drugs from their 
home to avoid accidental overdoses and theft. 
 
 
 
Bone Marrow Donors 
Length:  1:20 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  Curtis McCloud 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  5.1.16 
 
 
 
Today, the Boones Creek community came together for a tough 4-year 
old boy battling Myelodysplastic Syndrome, or MDS.  Kaden was 
diagnosed a few months ago and is now receiving treatment at St. Jude 
Children’s Hospital in Memphis.  He is on a waiting list for a bone 
marrow transplant.  Today, 30 people participated in the “Be the Match” 
event to raise awareness for children, like Kaden, who need bone 
marrow transplants.  Blood Assurance tells us every three minutes 
someone is diagnosed with a form of blood cancer. 
 
 
 
NICU Reunion Kingsport 
Length:  :20 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Curtis McCloud 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  5.1.16 



 
 
 
A gathering today in Kingsport helped reconnect some of the smallest 
and bravest fighters.  Nurses from Wellmont’s Neonatal Intensive Care 
Unit got to see the impact of the care they gave to babies who once 
struggled to survive.   
 
 
 
Autism – Mosquitoes 
Length:  :25 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  5.2.16 
 
 
 
New research links autism and aerial spraying for mosquitoes.  The 
findings show neighborhoods with pesticide spraying often have a 
higher rate of children with autism. 
 
 
 
ADHD 
Length:  :25 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  5.4.16 
 
 
 



More young children with Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder, also 
known as ADHD, could benefit from behavior therapy.  The Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention says preschoolers should get 
psychological services before doctors prescribe medicine.  Experts say 
learning and practicing behavior therapy requires more time, effort and 
resources than treating ADHD with medicine, but research shows the 
benefits last longer. 
 
 
 
Cutting Calories 
Length:  :20 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  5.4.16 
 
 
 
A new study suggests most people, not just those who are obese, could 
benefit from cutting calories every day.  Doctors in Louisiana found 
when adults of normal weight restricted calories by 25% over 2 years, 
they had improved sleep, less stress and a healthier quality of life. 
 
 
 
AHA Guidelines 
Length:  :25 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  5.5.16 
 
 
 



The American Heart Association has new guidelines for stroke 
survivors.  It says they should get treated at in-patient rehab facilities 
rather than nursing homes.  The organization says rehab facilities offer 
at least 3 hours a day of physical, occupational and speech therapy.  The 
group also says stroke survivors should not be discharged from the 
hospital until they take a class on preventing falls. 
 
 
 
Medical Errors 
Length:  :30 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  5.6.16 
 
 
 
Medical errors may now be the third leading cause of death in the United 
States.  Researchers at Johns Hopkins University estimate 251,000 
deaths a year are the result of medical mistakes, surpassed by only heart 
disease and cancer.  They’re calling for better reporting nationwide in 
order to understand the scale of the problem because deaths by medical 
error are not currently tracked.  Researchers hope their analysis will lead 
to healthcare reforms and better patient safety. 
 
 
 
Swaddling and SIDS 
Length:  2:00 
Format:  Package 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  5.10.16 
 



 
 
Many parents swaddle their babies to comfort them and help them sleep 
better.  New research shows the popular practice can be deadly in some 
cases.  The study links swaddling to sudden infant death syndrome.  The 
journal Pediatrics shows swaddling may increase the risk of SIDS when 
a baby is swaddled on their side or stomach.  Researchers say as a 
parent, you want to make sure you always put them to sleep on their 
back.  Researchers found the risk of SIDS was higher for older babies 
since they can roll over on their stomachs.  Experts say swaddling 
should not be used for infants over 2 months old.   
 
 
 
Cystic Fibrosis Walk 
Length:  :45 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan 
Show:  6pm 
Air Date:  5.10.16 
 
 
 
A Carter County school that knows all too well the impact of cystic 
fibrosis is working to change that.  May is National Cystic Fibrosis 
Awareness Month.  Hunter Elementary School will hold its annual 
Walk-A-Thon Friday to raise money for a cure.  Participants will walk 
laps in memory of Bethany Holder and Brianna Nelson, 2 Hunter 
students who died from complications of CF.  Other students at the 
school also suffer from the disease.  Hunter Elementary is increasing its 
efforts to make a difference.  The past 2 years the school raised more 
than $45,000.  This year’s goal is $25,000.  The Walk-A-Thon is this 
Friday from 9 until 1 at the school. 
 
 



 
Folic Acid & Autism 
Length:  :25 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  5.11.16 
 
 
 
For decades, pregnant women and women who may become pregnant 
have been advised to take folic acid to help prevent certain birth defects.  
A new study suggests very high levels of the vitamin in mothers’ blood 
were linked to higher risk of autism in their children.  Researchers said 
there’s no cause to change current public health recommendations.  They 
and some other experts say it raises an intriguing question that should be 
explored. 
 
 
 
Essential Oils 
Length:  :35 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  5.13.16 
 
 
 
The Tennessee Poison Control Center is warning about an increasing 
number of toxic exposures to essential oils.  TPC says the number of 
essential oil exposures doubled between 2011 and 2015 and 80% of 
those cases involved children.  Poison control specialists say some 
essential oils such as lavender , eucalyptus, thyme, tea tree and 
wintergreen oils are highly toxic if ingested.  That’s the primary route of 



poisoning but it also occurs with excessive application to the skin.  
Children are at risk because their skin easily absorbs oils. 
 
 
 
Birth Control 
Length:  :40 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  5.16.16 
 
 
 
The Supreme Court is sending the Obamacare contraception case back 
to lower courts.  Justices unanimously decided not to rule on a challenge 
from religiously affiliated non-profit groups.  The groups objected to the 
plan’s requirement to provide free contraception.  They also said the 
Obama Administration’s offer to accommodate religious concerns did 
not go far enough.  The Supreme Court now says it wants to lower 
courts to help the opposing sides work out a compromise. 
 
 
 
Exercise & Cancer 
Length:  :15 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  5.17.16 
 
 
 
Researchers in Maryland report a link between increased exercise and a 
lower risk of 13 types of cancer.  Doctors say higher levels of physical 



activity were associated with lower rates of esophageal, liver, lung, 
kidney and other cancers. 
 
 
 
Zika Funding 
Length:  :40 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  5.17.16 
 
 
 
The United States Senate approved more than $1 billion in funding to 
battle the Zika virus.  Now that the measure has cleared the Senate, the 
House will debate its version of the bill tomorrow.  The Zika virus is 
being blamed for birth defects in newborns in which they are born with 
smaller than normal heads.  Officials continue to say the Zika virus is 
exploding in Latin America and it’s only a matter of time before it starts 
to spread in the United States.  Senators Lamar Alexander of Tennessee 
and Mark Warner and Tim Kaine of Virginia voted in favor of tonight’s 
bill. 
 
 
 
Colon Cancer 
Length:  1:45 
Format:  Package 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  5.18.16 
 
 
 



New research shows the location of a patient’s colon cancer may predict 
their chances of survival.  A new study finds metastatic colon cancer 
patients survive significantly longer than patients with cancer that starts 
on the right.  Doctors say people who had left sided tumors had a much 
better prognosis than those that had a right sided tumor.  The Dana-
Farber Cancer Institute says the findings will likely change the way 
doctors approach colorectal cancer treatment as well as research.   
 
 
 
Potatoes & Blood Pressure 
Length:  :25 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  5.18.16 
 
 
 
New research shows women who eat four or more servings a week of 
potatoes are more likely to have an increased risk of high blood pressure.  
Researchers at Brigham and Women’s Hospital and Harvard Medical 
School say the findings are similar for men who eat more servings of 
french fries.  Potatoes have a high glycemic index compared to other 
vegetables so they can trigger a sharp rise in blood sugar levels.   
 
 
 
Zika in Tennessee 
Length:  :45 
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  5.19.16 
 



 
 
Health experts diagnosed another case of the Zika virus in Tennessee.  
Health officials say this marks the third case in the state.  This diagnosis 
comes from Rutherford County.  Health officials say the virus did not 
originate in Tennessee.  Those infected got the virus by traveling to 
Latin America. 
 
 
 
Nutrition Label Change 
Length:  2:00 
Format:  Package 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  5.20.16 
 
 
 
The Food and Drug Administration introduced a major update to 
nutritional labels on food packaging.  It’s the biggest overhaul in more 
than 20 years and is designed to help families make healthier choices.  
The new food labels will make calories easier to count because they will 
be printed in bigger, darker type.  There will also be a new line listing 
added sugar, which can be especially unhealthy and difficult to track.  
The new labels will also list Vitamin D and Potassium, nutrients 
Americans often lack.  Food companies have 2 years to comply with the 
new rules.  
 
 
 
Brain Study 
Length:  1:45 
Format:  Package 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 



Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  5.23.16 
 
 
 
Researchers at the Cleveland Clinic in Las Vegas are studying the brains 
of professional fighters to understand the long term effects of head 
trauma.  Hundreds of fighters are participating.  The findings could lead 
to big changes for sports like boxing.  Nearly 650 active and retired 
fighters are participating.  They range in age from 18 to 70.  Lead 
researcher Dr. Charles Bernick says each fighter is evaluated once a 
year.  Their brain scans are then compared over time to measure 
changes.  Not everyone shows the same effects.  Some individuals have 
a tremendous amount of exposure to head trauma and do fine.  
Researchers want to know why.  They hope to have enough data within 
the next few years to make policy recommendations that could help the 
next generation of fighters. 
 
 
 
Crying Babies 
Length:  :30 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  5.24.16 
 
 
 
A new study suggests it is okay to let babies cry themselves to sleep.  
Australian researchers say infants left alone while fussing in their cribs 
fell asleep faster and stayed asleep longer.  Babies’ stress levels were 
about the same as when parents used gentler methods such as delaying 
bedtimes to tire out infants. 
 



 
 
ETSU Vanderbilt Grant 
Length:  :45 
Format:  Voice Over- Sound Byte 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  5.26.16 
 
 
 
East Tennessee State University will soon conduct research to help 
critically ill patients.  ETSU will partner with Vanderbilt University to 
study Sepsis.  A nearly $2.5 million grant will make the study possible.  
Sepsis causes the body to respond to an infection in a way that can lead 
to tissue damage, organ failure and even death.  Scientists say the 
purpose of the research is to see if they can help immune systems resist 
existing and future infections. 
 
 
 
MSHA on Lee County Hospital 
Length:  :50 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  5.26.16 
 
 
 
Mountain States Health Alliance says it is not to blame for delays in re-
opening a southwest Virginia hospital.  People in Lee County say they 
desperately need the facility.  Lee Regional Medical closed in October 
2013.  A year and a half later, people who live in Lee County say the 
community is taking a big hit from the loss of the hospital and they want 



it back.  Some blame the delay in reopening the hospital on the proposed 
merger between Mountain States and Wellmont.  Mountain States CEO 
Alan Levine tells us the merger has nothing to do with the delays.  
Levine says without the savings from the merger, Mountain States won’t 
have the resources to guarantee anything in Lee County.  Right now, if 
anyone needs emergency care in Lee County, they must travel at least 21 
miles for the nearest hospital. 
 
 
 
Medical Research 
Length:  :50 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  Allie Hinds 
Show:  7pm 
Air Date:  5.31.16 
 
 
 
Today, a Tennessee man can see, but last year he was legally blind.  
Now, Doug Oliver is working with U.S. Senator Lamar Alexander on 
what Alexander calls the most important bill Congress is considering 
this year.  Oliver has helped craft legislation to speed up research and 
improve access to treatments and cures like the one that restored his 
vision.  The bill will also provide billions of dollars in funding for 
medical research.  Oliver says if this bill had been law when he was 
looking for treatment, he would have paid less and got the treatment 
sooner.  This bill passed the U.S. House of Representatives and is now 
making its way through the Senate. 
 
 
 
Sodium Guidelines 
Length:  1:40 
Format:  Package 



Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  6.1.16 
 
 
 
For the first time, the U.S. government is making recommendations to 
limit salt in processed foods.  The FDA says it could help prevent 
thousands of deaths every year from heart disease and stroke.  The ne 
recommendations from the FDA aim to gradually bring daily sodium 
intake down to 2300 milligrams.  The goal is to lower Americans blood 
pressure, which has been linked to too much salt in the diet.  Doctors say 
high blood pressure is an epidemic.  One in 3 adults has high blood 
pressure.  The CDC estimates reducing sodium intake by just 400mg a 
day could prevent 32,000 heart attacks and 20,000 strokes a year.   
 
 
 
Periodontal Disease 
Length:  :20 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  6.2.16 
 
 
 
A new study finds long-term marijuana use is linked to periodontal 
disease.  Researchers from Arizona State University suggest marijuana 
users may brush and floss less than other people.  This study did not find 
any other physical health problems associated with marijuana use. 
 
 
 
Anxiety 



Length:  :20 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Shira Evans 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  6.6.16 
 
 
 
Listen to this, North America has the world’s highest rates of anxiety.  
North America’s rate is double the global average according to research 
by the University of Cambridge.  The researchers say anxiety disorders 
are nearly twice as common in women as men. 
 
 
 
Futile Cancer Treatment 
Length:  :45 
Format:  Graphic 
Reporter:  Shira Evans 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  6.6.16 
 
 
 
When to stop aggressive treatment is among the most wrenching 
decisions in cancer care.  Medical guidelines say dying cancer patients 
should not get harsh treatment.  But new research presented today at an 
American Society of Clinical Oncology meeting shows it happens 
almost all the time.  Three out of four cancer patients, younger than 65, 
in the study, got too aggressive treatment.  Only a handful got comfort-
based hospice care.  Experts say dying patients are sometimes in denial 
and do not understand the limitations of medical treatment.  Sometimes 
doctors think stopping treatment means giving up hope.  Some people in 
the study say stopping treatment made their loved ones’ last days a time 
when they could focus on family not on machines and medicines. 



 
 
 
Sleep Study 
Length:  :20 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  6.7.16 
 
 
 
A new study suggests people who are chronically sleep-deprived and 
working the night shift may be at increased risk of cardiovascular 
disease.  Researchers in Chicago say people working odd hours can help 
counteract risks with a healthy diet, regular exercise and catching up on 
sleep. 
 
 
 
Merger Meeting 
Length:  2:00 
Format:  Voice Over – Live – Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  Shira Evans – Jordan Moore 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.7.16 
 
 
 
Our region’s two largest health systems need a certificate of public 
advantage from the state of Tennessee to join forces.  One of the people 
who will help make that decision made a stop in our region tonight.  
Tennessee Commissioner of Health John Dreyzehner attended tonight’s 
public hearing on the proposed merger of Mountain States Health 
Alliance and Wellmont Health System.  Dreyzehner listened as people 



shared concerns and asked questions about the proposed joining of 
forces.  After 2 hours of listening to the public weigh in on this merger, 
we had the opportunity to speak with Dreyzehner about the decision the 
state has in front of it.  One of the key parts in making this merger 
happen is the Certificate of Public Advantage application.  So far, both 
Tennessee and Virginia have not deemed these applications complete.  
Dreyzener said tonight the state is still waiting for more information 
about the COPA from Mountain States and Wellmont and says its solely 
up to them on when they will turn in that information.  We wanted to 
know bottom line, does Dreyzehner think this merger is a good thing for 
our region?  He said, “I’m certainly not in a position to make a comment 
on that.  The application is not yet complete and we have not reviewed 
it.  I know the region well.  I think we are in a very good position to 
evaluate the COPA on its merits.”   Once the hospital systems complete 
the COPA application, by law the state has 120 days to review it. 
 
 
 
Flossing 
Length:  :30 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  6.9.16 
 
 
 
A recent study of American adults showed that nearly a third do not 
floss their teeth.  The study looked at self-reports of more than 9,000 
adults on the number of days they had flossed the week before.  In 
addition to 32.4% who never flossed, another 37.3% failed to floss daily.  
The study found that failure to floss was higher in men, older adults and 
African American and Hispanic adults.   
 
 



 
Washing Hands 
Length:  :20 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  6.9.16 
 
 
 
Researchers in Detroit found that seeing images of the bacteria found on 
everyday items inspired more healthcare workers to do a better job at 
cleaning their hands.  Images of bacteria on things like mousepads and 
even hands boosted hygiene by 24%. 
 
 
 
Marriage 
Length:  :40 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Shira Evans 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  6.10.16 
 
 
 
A new study out of the United Kingdom reveals married people have 
better outcomes after a heart attack than single people.  Researchers say 
people with spouses are more likely to survive a cardiac incident.  They 
also tend to be released from the hospital earlier than those who are not 
married.  Data from more than 25,000 heart attack patients was studied.  
Analysis found that married people were 14% less likely to die and spent 
an average of 2 fewer days in the hospital.  Researchers believe that the 
findings underscore the fact that emotional and physical support is 
critical after a heart attack. 



 
 
 
Sleep Guidelines Children 
Length:  1:40 
Format:  Package 
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  6.13.16 
 
 
 
The American Academy of Pediatrics is endorsing new sleep guidelines 
for young people.  The new recommendations say infants from 4 to 12 
months should get 12 to 16 hours of sleep.  Children 1 to 2 years old 
should get 11 to 14 hours.  Kids 3 to 5 years of age should sleep 9 to 12 
hours.  Teens should get 8 to 10 hours of sleep.  Experts say parents who 
are worried that their child is sleeping too little or too much should 
consult their doctor for evaluation of a possible sleep disorder. 
 
 
 
Wellmont Announcement 
Length:  :50 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  David McAvoy 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  6.14.16 
 
 
 
A generous donation by a well-known local businessman will help 
improve health in the Tri-Cities.  Wellmont Health System cut the 
ribbon this morning on the Bill Gatton Center for Cardiac Rehab in 
Kingsport.  The center will focus on lifestyle and education by blending 



exercise and nutritional knowledge to help not only heart patients but 
their families as well.  Local car dealer and philanthropist Bill Gatton 
presented Wellmont with a $1 million check to help fund the program.  
Several other cardiac rehab centers are set to open around the region at 
Wellmont facilities at later dates. 
 
 
 
FDA Weight Loss 
Length:  :30 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  6.15.16 
 
 
 
The FDA recently approved a new way to treat obesity.  It’s a manual 
pump that drains food out of your stomach.  Surgeons pace the Aspire-
Assist device by inserting a tube in the stomach through a small 
abdominal incision.  The tube is then connected to a port valve outside 
the abdomen.  The device is meant for obese patients 22 and older who 
have not had success with non-surgical weight-loss therapy.  Patients 
using the device require frequent monitoring by a healthcare 
professional. 
 
 
 
Mammography Reminder     
 Length:  :35 
Format:  Voice Over - Graphic 
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  6.15.16 
 



 
 
Women are getting access to free life-saving screenings thanks to the 
Mobile Mammography Center.  The Belk Gives Program sponsors the 
big bus that’s rolling through our region.  Breast cancer screenings are 
underway at the Pinnacle in Bristol until 7 this evening.  You must have 
an appointment.  The Mobile Mammography Center rolls into Johnson 
City Friday and Saturday.  It will set up at The Mall at Johnson City. 
 
 
 
Health Insurance for Kids 
Length:  :40 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.15.16 
 
 
 
Wellmont Health System got a big boost today to help children in need.  
A $460,000 grant will help provide medical care to kids.  Wellmont got 
the grant from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services.  
Wellmont says it will use the money to provide health coverage to more 
than 2,000 children in Tennessee and Virginia.  Wellmont says it will 
work with schools and school nurses across the region to help the kids 
get the health coverage. 
 
 
 
Cancer Survivor Event 
Length:  :35 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 



Air Date:  6.16.16 
 
 
 
A group of cancer survivors in the Tri-Cities met tonight to celebrate 
and encourage one another.  The theme of their get-together was Keep 
on Keepin’ On.  They gathered at Memorial Park Community Center in 
Johnson City.  They shared a meal and shared stories.   
 
 
 
Wellmont on Zika 
Length:  :50 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.17.16 
 
 
 
Health officials in the Tri-Cities say they’re preparing for the Zika virus 
and your help is essential to keep it from spreading.  Mosquito season is 
underway and health officials say you are the most important part in the 
effort to prevent Zika.  Wellmont Health System says it will work with 
the Sullivan County Health Department on prevention efforts.  Public 
forums will take place Wednesday, June 29 at Bristol, Regional Medical 
Center.  The first begins at 7:30 in the morning.  The second takes place 
at 7:30 in the evening. 
 
 
 
Kids and Concussions 
Length:  :20 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 



Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  6.20.16 
 
 
 
Most children who get concussions on playgrounds and playing sports 
are not treated in hospitals.  That’s according to researchers at 
University of Washington.  Doctors say the finding shows the need for 
all health care providers to improve concussion training. 
 
 
 
Acid Reflux 
Length:  1:30 
Format:  Package 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  6.21.16 
 
 
 
Changes in diet and lifestyle have helped contribute to what some are 
calling an epidemic of acid reflux disease or as it’s more commonly 
known, heartburn.  Heartburn is the result of stomach acid sneaking up 
into the esophagus.  Certain foods like spicy and oily ones can trigger it 
because they can affect the sphincter that normally keeps stomach acid 
out of the throat.  Other contributors include being overweight, lying 
down after eating, and pregnancy.  Untreated, chronic heartburn can lead 
to complications including bleeding, difficulty swallowing, and in 
extreme cases, cancer of the esophagus.  If it becomes frequent, you 
need to see a doctor.   
 
 
 
Menopause Symptoms 



Length:  :20 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  6.22.16 
 
 
 
More women are turning to alternative treatments for symptoms of 
menopause and a new study finds they may be helpful.  Researchers 
analyzed the benefits of plant-based therapies, including soy extracts and 
red clover.  They found a modest reduction in the frequency of hot 
flashes.  They showed no significant improvement in night sweats. 
 
 
 
Flu Nasal Spray 
Length:  :30 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Shira Evans 
Show:  9am 
Air Date:  6.23.16 
 
 
 
The nasal spray version of the annual flu vaccine did not protect kids 
this past flu season.  Health officials reported Wednesday the spray 
performed dismally for the third straight year while the traditional flu 
shot worked reasonably well this winter.  The vaccine’s manufacturer 
presented its own findings showing the mist was somewhat effective but 
did not work as well as flu shots.  An expert panel is expected to 
consider a proposal to withdraw its recommendation for the spray. 
 
 
 



Heart Rhythm Problems 
Length:  :20 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Shira Evans 
Show:  9am 
Air Date:  6.23.16 
 
 
African Americans who have heart rhythm problems have nearly double 
the risk of stroke and heart failure than people of other races.  That’s 
according to new research at the University of Pittsburgh.  Doctors say 
the findings should put a new focus on stroke prevention and heart 
health for blacks with heart rhythm issues. 
 
 
 
Jason Isbell Concert to Benefit Children’s Hospital 
Length:  1:00 
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
Reporter:  Justin Soto 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.25.16 
 
 
 
Mountain States Health Alliance and ETSU collaborated to hold the first 
concert ever at Thomas Stadium this evening.  Grammy Award winning 
singer-songwriter Jason Isbell headlined the show.  All the proceeds 
benefitted Niswonger Children’s Hospital.  CEO of Washington County 
Operations for Niswonger told us, “What we’ll use the money for is to 
continue to help the children in the region.  We service about 200,000 
children and in fact over 300 children have cancer right now or some 
sort of hematological disorder, and we’re allowing these families to stay 
close to home because we are the only children’s hospital in the region.”   
 



 
 
Relay for Life 
Length:  :25 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Curtis McCloud 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.25.16 
 
 
 
Relay for Life of Washington County and Johnson City kicked off today 
at Winged Deer Park.  Locals laced up their shoes and walked to end 
cancer.  More than 300 people came out to support the American Cancer 
Society.  Relay is a chance to celebrate the lives of those lost to the 
disease, those still fighting, and those in remission.   
 
 
 
Merger Delay 
Length:  :25 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Nate Morabito 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.27.16 
 
 
 
The region’s 2 health systems admit their proposed merger will not 
likely happen in 2016.  Mountain States Health Alliance and Wellmont 
Health System have to get state approval before they can merge.  The 
merger application is not yet complete.  There is at least one more public 
hearing.  The health systems originally hoped to close on this deal in 
August.  The public comment period has yet to begin in Virginia. 
 



 
 
TN 4th Zika Case 
Length:  1:00 
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.28.16 
 
 
 
Health officials confirmed Tennessee’s 4th case of Zika virus.  This 
comes as scientists prepare for more cases of the mosquito-borne virus 
to show up in America.  Zika is being blamed for severe birth defects 
where a child is born with a smaller than normal head.  In adults, health 
officials say contracting the virus usually results in a mild fever.  This 
time it’s in Davidson County, located in the middle part of Tennessee.  
The Tennessee Department of Health said it received confirmation 
today.  The other three cases were in Rutherford and Shelby Counties.  
The first confirmed case of Zika in Tennessee came from the eastern 
part of the state, but it was not revealed where.  Health officials say all 
the cases of the virus were found after patients traveled to Latin 
America.   
 
 
 
Hepatitis C Treatment 
Length:  :20 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Shira Evans 
Show:  9am 
Air Date:  6.29.16 
 
 
 



Federal health officials approved the first pill to treat all major forms of 
hepatitis c, a virus that attacks the liver.  The once a day pill named 
Epclusa is a combination of an older hepatitis drug and a new drug that 
attacks the virus differently.  The FDA says data shows this new 
treatment cures 95% of patients.  Each pill costs about $900. 
 
 
 
Hand Sanitizer 
Length:  :35 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead 
Show:  5pm 
Air Date:  6.29.16 
 
 
 
Do hand sanitizers work as well as manufacturers claim?  And are there 
any health risks to the growing use?  That’s what federal health officials 
want to know.  The Food and Drug Administration is asking for new 
studies on how the antiseptic gels and sprays fight germs and get 
absorbed into the body with a particular focus on children and pregnant 
women.  The proposal is part of an ongoing effort to review decades old 
chemicals that have never had a comprehensive federal review.  Agency 
officials stressed that the review does not mean the FDA believes these 
products are unsafe. 
 
 
 
Tri-Cities Flu Numbers 
Length:  :30 
Format:  Voice Over – Graphics 
Reporter:  John Price 
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.29.16 



 
 
 
Wellmont Health System says the Tri-Cities saw a much milder flu 
season this year.  We reached out to Wellmont today to see how the 
numbers compared to last year.  Doctors said they have diagnosed 376 
cases from October until now.  Last flu season, Wellmont saw just over 
900 cases in the same time frame.  Doctors say they had 350 cases alone 
during the 2014 Christmas and 2015 New Year’s holidays.   
 
 
 
Cookie Dough Warning 
Length:  :30 
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Shira Evans 
Show:  Noon 
Air Date:  6.30.16 
 
 
 
The Food and Drug Administration says you should not eat raw cookie 
dough or batter of any kind due to an ongoing outbreak of illnesses 
related to a strain of E.coli bacteria found in some batches of flour.  The 
FDA says some of those who got sick ate or handled raw dough that 
contained flour made at General Mills plant in Kansas City, Missouri.  
The FDA also warns against using dough for play clay or homemade 
ornaments. 
 
 
 
Opioid Forum 
Length:  :40 
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic 
Reporter:  John Price 



Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  6.30.16 
 
 
 
The governors of Tennessee and Virginia agree that opioid addiction is a 
problem sweeping their states.  Governor Bill Haslam and Governor 
Terry McAuliffe joined Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack in 
Abingdon today to discuss the problem.  The governors agreed on 
several topics including how to treat opioid addiction and how to stop it 
with education.  USDA Secretary Vilsack repeated the call for Congress 
to pass more than $1 billion for substance abuse treatment.  If it passes, 
Tennessee would get $24 million over a 2 year period to expand 
treatment.  Virginia would get $17 million.  
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