
WJHL TV

News Channel 11

(Media General Communications Holdings, LLC)

Tri-Cities  TN/VA

(Johnson City, TN)

Community Issues Report

3rd Quarter 2016

July 1, 2016- September 30, 2016

1. Agriculture/ Environment
2.Alcohol/Tobacco/Firearms
3.Crime
4.Education
5.Government
6.Health 

AGRICULTURE ENVIRONMENT



Bluff City Sewer System
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Kristen Quon
Show:  11pm 
Air Date:  7.5.16

Contractors say it will be 18 months before Bluff City’s sewer system is 
fully operational.  It’s a problem that sent raw sewage into property 
owners yards and into Boone Lake.  Bluff City now faces three lawsuits 
because of the malfunction.  There’s a temporary fix in place.  That is 
costing Bluff City $3,000 a month.  Tonight, leading got a progress 
report on the plan to replace 2 sewer pump stations and replace aging 
sewer lines.  The city has a construction contract underway to replace 
both of the pump stations.  The equipment has been ordered, and it will 
probably be another 6 to 8 weeks before the pumps arrive and are 
installed.  Beckener says it will probably be another year before the 
sewer lines are replaced.

Johnson City Biking Trail
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  7.6.16



Johnson City approved a new mountain bike park.  The Tannery Knobs 
area overlooking Johnson City will be the new home for bike enthusiasts 
from around our area.  The local highway construction contracting 
company Summers Tylor gifted the land to Johnson City.  The city set 
aside $300,000 of taxpayer dollars for the park.  It is expected to be 
completed in the fall.

Summer Storm
Team Coverage
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  7.8.16

The line of storms approached from the northwest.  Wind gusts 
exceeding 60 miles per hour took down trees and power lines.  
Thousands of people across our region are still in the dark tonight.  
There are widespread reports of damage to businesses, homes and a 
municipal airport.  Cleanup will take weeks in some communities.  Two 
people died on Watauga Lake at Fish Springs Marina, according to the 
Carter County Sheriff’s Department.  Storms rolled through Hampton 
before they hit the marina.  Along Highway 67 part of a building’s roof 
ended up in the middle of the road.  Part of the roof was also peeled off 
the main hanger at Elizabethton Municipal Airport.  Trees are down all 
across Johnson City.  A tree fell on an apartment complex on 
Timberlake Road, injuring one person.  A tree remains inside a home on 
Hamilton Street in Johnson City at this hour.  Nobody inside the house 
suffered injury.  Hawkins County also suffered extensive damage.  Wind 
tore the roof off the former Big John’s Restaurant on Main Street in 
Rogersville.  Holston Electric reports widespread outages.  Johnson City 



Power Board tells us it could take days to restore power to all of its 
customers.

Storm Damage – Elizabethton
Length:  1:45
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Justin Soto
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  7.9.16

Damage assessment and cleanup efforts are underway across the Tri-
Cities region today.  We traveled to Elizabethton where people got their 
first glimpse of the damage in daylight.  Many told us Friday’s storm 
was the worst they experienced in years.  More than 4 thousand in the 
area still do not have power, and while they are frustrated, they know 
they are lucky.  Two people died in the storm last night on Watauga 
Lake.  

Storm Damage – Power Crews
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Curtis McCloud
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  7.10.16

Power crews have been working around the clock since Friday’s storm.  
Many people without power asked us why the restoration process is 



taking so long.  We took that question to the power board.  
Spokesperson Tim Whaley told us in many cases, crews have to clear 
the scene of trees and debris before they even begin the power 
restoration process.  Whaley tells us crews will continue to work around 
the clock until power is restored.  At this point, the Johnson City Power 
Board tells us it has restored power to more than 95% of its customers 
that lost it in Friday’s storm.  The JCPB estimates it could take another 
24 hours to bring back power to people in remote areas.

Rattlesnake at Target
Length:  1:45
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  7.13.16

A snake found in a store parking lot here in the Tri-Cities has created 
quite the buzz on social media.  That’s because it isn’t a typical yard 
snake.  Kingsport police say a Timber Rattlesnake somehow made its 
way to the Target parking lot off East Stone Drive late last week.  The 
Timber Rattlesnake and the Copperhead are the only venomous snakes 
found in northeast Tennessee and southwest Virginia.  State wildlife 
agents say if you see a Timber Rattlesnake, keep your distance.  
Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency says if a Timber Rattlesnake 
poses a direct threat to human life, you can kill it.  Other than that, it is 
illegal to kill a Timber Rattlesnake.  

Scott County Rattlesnake
Length:  :35



Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  7.13.16

The Scott County Public Service Authority says an employee was doing 
some work on a water tank on Yuma Road in the Kermit Community 
and came across a Timber Rattlesnake.  Utility Director Mike Dishman 
told us the snake tried to bite the employee but failed.  The Virginia 
Game and Inland Fisheries Department says the employee acted well 
within the law when he killed the snake because it posed a threat to his 
life.

TVA Airport Incentives
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Katie Jones
Show:  Noon
Air Date:  7.26.16

Officials with the Tennessee Valley Authority say TVA will provide 
cash incentives to 4 airports and FedEx to help replace old equipment 
with more environmentally friendly gear.  The Tri-Cities Regional 
Airport is among those expected to receive funding based on the type 
and amount of equipment purchased.  TVA says 55 pieces of diesel 
powered gate equipment will be replaced over the next few months by 
emission free, electronic equipment.  Officials say  the move will help 
reduce fossil fuel consumption.



Boone Beach Courtesy Dock
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  7.26.16

The Tennessee Valley Authority installed a new courtesy dock at the 
Boone Beach and Boat Ramp.  The dock is for boaters wanting to use 
the new boat ramp.  TVA says it should not be used for fishing or 
diving.  It installed the ramp at the request of boaters.  TVA reminds 
swimmers to stay within the designated swimming area at the beach and 
to not swim into the boating channel. 

Fatal Horse Virus
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.2.16

Health officials in west Tennessee say a horse tested positive for a virus 
that can be fatal for both horses and humans.  The Eastern Equine 
Encephalitis Virus turned up in Madison County.  The Agriculture 
Department says the horse who contracted it did not survive.  That’s 
another mosquito borne virus the state says Tennessee now need to 
watch out for.  It kills up to 90 percent of the horses it infects and there 



is no vaccine for humans.  The vaccine for horses is effective.  Health 
officials urge horse owners to vaccinate their livestock and always watch 
for signs of illness.  If your horse appears tired, cannot see, or cannot 
swallow, contact your veterinarian.

Church Hill Park
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  8.4.16

The city of Church Hill just received a $500,000 grant for a new city 
park.  The city has its eyes set on 65 acres along the Holston River.  The 
park will include gymnasiums, baseball, soccer fields and walking trails.  
The city applied for the grant through the local parks and recreation fund 
and will have to match the other 50%, bringing the total project to $1 
million.  City Recorder Mark Sandidge says the gyms and fields in 
Church Hill are scattered and the city wants to bring them closer 
together.  The project will take about 10 years to complete.

Bays Mountain Upgrades
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Curtis McCloud
Show:  7pm
Air Date:  8.8.16



Major changes could soon be on the way for Bays Mountain Park in 
Kingsport.  Already, a new barge has been purchased for the lake and a 
new loading dock will be built in the coming months.  The dam will also 
be updated.  Park goers we spoke with say they are happy to see the 
upgrades and have requests of their own, “We need more parking 
because when you promise kids you are going to bring them and it ends 
up being too crowded and you can’t park then they are disappointed.”  
The Bays Mountain Commission is drafting plans for parking and 
restroom upgrades.  Some of the improvements will be funded through 
the new city budget.

Boundless Playground
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  8.9.16

The Rotary Club in Johnson City broke ground today at Rotary Park for 
a new boundless playground.  The new playground plan is full of 
features that can be enjoyed by children of all capabilities.  Plans for this 
playground have been in the works for more than 6 years and work on 
the park is expected to be complete by February 14, 2017.  “It’s 
heartbreaking that some children do not have access to a playground that 
they can play on safely.  And while that’s probably going to be a smaller 
percentage of the folks that utilize the park, at least they’re going to have 
a facility in Johnson City they can use safely.”  The project recently 
received a grant from the state for $250,000 and the Rotary Club 
generated more than $150,000.



Bluff City Raw Sewage
Length:  :55
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.18.16

Officials say raw sewage is once again flowing into Boone Lake.  A 
viewer sent us this video on Tuesday after the Tri-Cities saw a quick 
burst of storms.  Water spewed from a manhole that’s connected to a 
pump station.  The water is flowing right through a homeowner’s yard in 
Bluff City down to Boone Lake.  We told you last month that Bluff City 
was working on a fix for the sewage overflow.  City officials told us the 
process would take time.  A civil engineer hired by Bluff City to correct 
the problem confirmed that partially raw sewage is once again flowing 
into Boone Lake.  If everything goes according to plan, the sewage 
problems could be fixed by the end of next year.

Scott County Fuel Spill
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.22.16

Crews are working to clean up a diesel fuel spill in Scott County, 
Virginia.  The sheriff’s office says it happened on Highway 23 at Mile 



Marker 15.  A semi-truck crashed and spilled 200 gallons of diesel fuel.  
Hazardous materials teams began cleaning up the spill this afternoon.  
The sheriff’s office says teams plan to be on the scene over the next 3 
days.  The Natural Tunnel Railroad Pullout and nearby Scenic Area will 
be closed until the spill is cleared.

Bats at Holston Valley Hospital
Length:  :30
Format;  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.23.16

Leaders at a Tri-Cities hospital hope state wildlife officials can help 
them get rid of unwelcome guests.  Bats have been spotted on the 
exterior of Holston Valley Medical Center in Kingsport near the 
hospital’s roof.  A hospital spokesperson says in a few incidents, the bats 
got into the hospital but were quickly removed.  The Tennessee Wildlife 
Resources Agency is working with Holston Valley to get rid of the bats.

Holston Valley Bats
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.26.16



Wellmont Health System says bats are staying away from Holston 
Valley medical Center.  This comes after some bats made their way into 
the hospital.  Tonight, a Wellmont spokesperson tells us the hospital 
found a way to keep the bats out of the building.  They have not 
appeared since Wednesday.  The bats were mostly on the outside of the 
hospital near the roof.

US Nitrogen Emission
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.29.16

US Nitrogen says a malfunction has forced one of its plants in Greene 
County to temporarily halt operations.  Company officials told us it 
caused US Nitrogen to exceed federal limits for the amount of certain 
gases it can release in a 24-hour period.  The company says it 
immediately notified federal and state agencies.  It does not believe the 
gases pose any threat to human health.  The Environmental Protection 
Agency and the Tennessee Department of Environment and 
Conservation are investigating.

VA Deer Feeding Ban
Length:  :40
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Katherine Jones
Show:  5am
Air Date:  8.30.16



Starting this Thursday, September 1, in Virginia it will be illegal to feed 
certain animals.  The Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries 
said that all feed must be removed from any deer feeding site prior to 
September 1.  The new regulation says that anywhere deer feed has been 
distributed cannot be hunted for 10 days following the removal of food.  
Officials say that feeding deer can unnaturally increase the population 
and damage natural habitats.  If you see or suspect someone is illegally 
feeding deer during the prohibition period, call the Wildlife Crime Line.

USDA Threats
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.30.16

A federal agency shut down six of its locations today because of what it 
called serious threats.  The Agriculture Department says several 
employees received threatening emails in five states.  The offices will be 
closed until further notice.

Mooresburg Water
Length:  :35
Format:  Graphics
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm



Air Date:  8.31.16

Utility crews are working to fix a water line rupture in Hawkins County.  
Officials tell us the rupture has caused a water outage for 700 customers.  
The Lakeview Utility District says it detected a water leak late last night 
but didn’t find the leak until this evening.  Crews found it inside a cave 
near the 8000 block of Highway 11-W in Mooresburg.  They say up to 
500 gallons per minute were leaking out and that caused it to damage 
part of the cave.  Water service is expected to be restored sometime in 
the next hour.  The Mooresburg Community is under a boil water 
advisory until 4 O’clock Friday evening.

Boil Alert
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  9.1.16

A boil water advisory is in effect in Hawkins County after a water line 
ruptured spilling 800 to 900 gallons of water per minute.  The Lakeview 
Utility District in Mooresburg says the rupture happened on the pipe and 
water was flowing into a cave.  At least 300 thousand gallons of water 
has been lost.  Crews fixed the leak just before 11 last night.  The boil 
alert remains in effect until Friday.

U.S. Nitrogen Gas



Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Curtis McCloud
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.6.16

A Greene County manufacturer is preparing to resume operations at one 
of its plants.  Last week, U.S. Nitrogen temporarily suspended 
operations.  It released too much of a certain kind of gas.  U.S. Nitrogen 
says the gas was released after a malfunction at its nitric acid plant.  The 
company says the gas had nitric oxide and nitrogen dioxide.  Federal 
health officials say it can be hazardous to people.  U.S. Nitrogen says it 
does not know of any health risks associated with the release of those 
chemicals.  The company told us the malfunction has been corrected and 
it is working to resume operations.  The Tennessee Department of 
Environment and Conservation told us tonight it monitored those start 
up efforts throughout the day.  TDEC also said it was aware that the 
process resulted in more emissions of gas.

Boone Dam
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.6.16

The Tennessee Valley Authority says Boone Lake’s water level will not 
be going up despite what it called a persistent rumor.  TVA said it has no 
plans to raise Boone Lake above its currently level “in the near future.”  



TVA lowered the lake in October 2014 after discovering a sinkhole in 
Boone Dam.  Tests revealed water was flowing through the earth portion 
of the dam.  TVA considered that an urgent safety risk.  Engineers are 
wrapping up a testing phase in which grout is injected into the earth 
portion of the dam.  Repairs are set to continue for at least the next 4 to 6 
years.

Farmers Overtime
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show: 11pm
Air Date:  9.12.13

Farmworkers in California will soon get the same overtime benefits as 
other hourly workers.  Governor Jerry Brown signed the overtime 
benefits into law today.  They take effect in 2019.  Farmhands currently 
receive overtime pay after working more than 10 hours in a day.  For 
other hourly workers, overtime pay is granted only after working more 
than 8 hours. 

Bluff City Storm Water
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.13.16



Bluff City leaders are being urged to tell community members how to 
fix a problem with the city’s storm water system.  That’s what they were 
told at a meeting tonight with the board of mayor and alderman.  Last 
month, water was spewing out of a man hole that’s part of Bluff City’s 
storm water system.  A civil engineer hired by the city told us raw 
sewage was flowing out of this and into Boone Lake.  The Bluff City 
Board of Mayor and Alderman heard from a consultant tonight who said 
the storm water problem is not just on the hands of the city.  It’s also up 
to the citizens.  The consultant advised the city to educate community 
members on what they can do to correct the issues with the storm water 
system.

Bald Eagle Released
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.15.16

The Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency released an American Bald 
Eagle back into the wild today.  Two wildlife officers found the eagle on 
South Holston Lake in Bristol last month.  They say the eagle was 
entangled in a limb line.  Doctors at the University of Tennessee’s 
Veterinarian Hospital helped the bird make a full recovery.

Ham on the Lam
Length:  :55
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte



Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.19.16

Police in one part of the Tri-Cities say they are still trying to find a pig 
that is damaging property.  Police in Mount Carmel are working with 
animal control to find the elusive swine in the Hammond Estates 
neighborhood.  Police say the pig has managed to avoid them for the 
past month.  They’re trying to capture the pig with marshmallows.  
Officers advise people not to shoot the pig because that is against the 
law.

Raccoons & Rabies
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.19.16

The Tennessee Department of Health is trying to protect people and their 
pets from rabid raccoons.  State officials will give raccoons across the 
state fishmeal coated with the rabies vaccine.  Distribution of the oral 
vaccine begins September 26 in Carter, Greene, Hawkins, Sullivan, 
Unicoi and Washington Counties.  

Ham on the Lam
Length:  1:45



Format:  Package
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.20.16

A pet pig that recently escaped from a Mount Carmel home has the 
attention of police and a neighborhood.  The pig escaped from the back 
porch of a home in the Hammond Estates Area and has been on the run 
and causing property damage for around a month.  Now, people who do 
not even live in the community are joining  in the search for the pig.  
Police will continue their search for the pig tomorrow.

Roadway Collapse
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  Noon
Air Date:  9.21.16

A large hole opened up on Boones Creek Road in Johnson City this 
morning.  The hole is located near Meade Tractor and Beef O’ Brady’s.  
Those on the scene originally identified it as a sinkhole.  Now, Johnson 
City Public Works thinks the road collapsed due to a leaking waterline.  
The hole increased in size since this morning.  Public Works estimates 
its size as 8x14 feet, or about the size of a turn lane.  A Tennessee 
Department of Transportation Geologist arrived this morning to survey 
the site and is working with Johnson City Public Works.  Traffic on 
Boones Creek Road is reduced to one lane in each direction.  Currently, 
crews are working to fill the hole and hope to have initial work finished 



by Thursday afternoon.  They would not estimate how long it will take 
to complete repairs.

Boones Creek Road Collapse
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.21.16

Johnson City crews are cleaning up after a pipe burst and caused a big 
hole in the middle of Boones Creek Road between Gray Station Road 
and Interstate 26.  A 15 to 20 year old copper pipe burst, causing the 
collapse of the concreate in the middle turn lane.  Johnson City Public 
Works says this was most likely a freak accident.  A public works 
official told us, “I don’t think people need to be worried about it, we 
have miles and miles of water line throughout the city and we have 
crews who spend every day repairing lines and sometimes things like 
this will happen.  Public works expects the hole to be fixed by Friday.

Boones Creek Sinkhole
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  9.22.16



Work to repair a collapsed roadway in Boones Creek is complete.  
Johnson City Public Works crews spent 2 days repairing a portion of 
Boones Creek Road.  A more than 15-year old copper pipe burst, 
causing the road to collapse in a middle turn lane.  Repaving work 
wrapped up just a few hours ago, and traffic is moving through the area.  

Rabies Vaccine
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  9.26.16

An annual baiting program to help prevent rabies in raccoons begins 
Monday in Tennessee.  The Tennessee Department of Health is working 
with the U.S. Department of Agriculture on the project. Oral rabies 
vaccine for wild raccoons will be distributed along Tennessee's borders 
with Alabama, Georgia, North Carolina and Virginia.  Vaccine packets 
coated with fishmeal will be distributed in a 20-county area, including 
portions of Bradley, Carter, Cocke, Franklin, Greene, Grundy, Hamblen, 
Hamilton, Hawkins, Lincoln, Marion, McMinn, Meigs, Monroe, Moore, 
Polk, Sequatchie, Sullivan, Unicoi and Washington counties. The bait 
will be distributed by airplane and helicopter.  The products are safe, but 
officials advise against allowing pets to consume them. Wear gloves 
when picking up bait that needs to be removed, and advise children to 
leave the baits alone.

Bluff City Fine
Length:  :45



Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.27.16

State officials fined Bluff City after raw sewage spilled into Boone 
Lake.  In December, raw sewage made its way into the lake because of a 
pump station failure.  The Tennessee Department of Environment and 
Conservation ordered Bluff City to pay nearly $26,000 for the incident.  
The state says it is a direct result of violating the Water Quality Control 
Act.  State investigators say 1600 gallons of sewage spilled into Boone 
Lake.  They say even more spilled in February of this year.  An 
estimated 15,000 gallons reached Boone Lake on February 3.  The state 
says Bluff City must now submit a sewer overflow response plan within 
90 days.

Mount Carmel Swine
Length:  2:00
Format:  Voice Over – Package
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.27.16

City leaders want to change the law to keep pigs from destroying 
property in Mount Carmel.  For more than a month, police, animal 
control and other agencies put in countless hours to try to find a pig in 
the Hammond Estates Community.  The pig’s owner says it ran off her 
porch one day.  Mount Carmel has a city ordinance that makes it illegal 
to have swine.  Tonight, leaders discussed an ordinance to ensure a 



swine escape does not happen again.  Currently, pigs are prohibited in 
Mount Carmel.  The owner of the escapee has been issued citations.  
Vice Mayor Christopher Jones said, “Everyone has exotic pets, 
everyone’s got snakes, now got their little pet pigs they walk on a leash.  
There needs to be some sort of permits issued for these people because 
they need to be held responsible for their pets.”  No movement was 
made on the proposal.

Chicken Recall
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  9.28.16

Tyson Foods is recalling more than 130,000 pounds of cooked chicken 
nuggets.  The USDA says if you bought a 5 pound bag of fully cooked 
panko chicken nuggets with a use by date of July 18, 2017, throw it 
away or return it to the store for a refund.  A customer reported finding 
foreign material in the chicken.  



ALCOHOL TOBACCO FIREARMS

Guns on Campus
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  7.1.16

Professors and staff can now be armed on the campuses of public 
colleges and universities thanks to a new law that went into effect today.  
Under the law, to carry a concealed gun on campus, you have to be a full 
time employee, have a valid carry permit, and notify campus police if 
you intend to carry a gun.  Earlier this week, we reached out to both East 
Tennessee State University and Northeast State Community College.  
We learned 8 employees at ETSU and 3 at Northeast State applied to 
carry a concealed weapon.

Boating Under the Influence Arrests
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  7.1.16



The Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency arrested 10 people last 
weekend during Operation Dry Water.  The 8th annual event is meant to 
find people who are boating under the influence and reduce alcohol and 
drug-related accidents.  The TWRA made 10 BUI arrests across the 
state, inspected more than 4,000 boats, issued 175 citations, 113 
warnings and assisted 94 boaters.  There were 4 injury accidents and 3 
property damage accidents reported.  

Wine in Grocery Stores
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  7.1.16

Grocers across the Volunteer State are now toasting a new law.  This 
morning, grocery stores began selling wine.  Food City officials held a 
ceremony at the store on Clinchfield Street in Kingsport.  State 
Representative Jon Lundberg of Bristol, an initial sponsor of the wine in 
grocery stores bill, bought the first bottles of wine at the store.  Wine 
will not be sold in grocery stores on Sundays and certain holidays.

Orthotics Bombing – 1 Year Later
Length:  1:45
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  7.6.16



A year ago today a pipe bomb exploded in a business that provides 
essential services to some in the Tri-Cities.  A bomb destroyed Victory 
Orthotics and Prosthetics in Johnson City.  The company provides 
prosthetic limbs for people who have mobility problems.  The man 
accused of planting the bomb, Christopher Alexander, owns a competing 
prosthetics business in Kingsport.  Recently, Alexander pleaded guilty to 
the crime.  The owner of Victory Prosthetics says he still does not know 
why Alexander planted the bomb.  Today, there’s no longer any physical 
damage at the Johnson City business, but emotional damage remains for 
Zach Smith, Victory Prosthetics CEO.  Smith hopes to find out why 
Alexander planted the bomb in his business in September.  That is when 
Alexander will be sentenced.  Smith says he plans to speak at the 
sentencing.  

Cigarette Study
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  7.11.16

A new study debunks the popular belief that e-cigarettes are simply a 
replacement for traditional cigarettes among teens.  Researchers from 
the University of Southern California looked at more than 5,000 high 
school juniors and seniors and found a significant number who are 
vaping would not have smoked otherwise.



Bourbon Boom
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  7.19.16

Cocktails are popular again.  More people are ordering spirits at the bar, 
including bourbon.  Some distilleries are having trouble making enough 
of it.  The resurgence of cocktails has led to a 315% spike in Kentucky 
Bourbon production since 1999.  The industry is struggling to keep up.  
Whiskeys need a few years to age and many distilleries did not 
anticipate today’s demand.  Because of that, there’s not enough to meet 
demand.  Online liquor stores are now reselling bottles for 10 times the 
retail value.  The bourbon boom has created an economic ripple effect in 
Kentucky.  Tourism is up as more people visit the state’s famous 
bourbon trail.  Farmers have more than doubled their growth of corn and 
rye, which are used in bourbon production.

TN Fact Summit
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  7.19.16

Hundreds of Tennessee teens are on their way home tonight after a busy 
couple of days.  Those teens learned how they can help the state become 
tobacco free.  The Tennessee Department of Health says more than 400 



teens gathered in Sevierville for the Free and Clear Tennessee or 
“FACT” Summit.  For several days they participated in a forum 
encouraging them to help educate their peers about tobacco and nicotine 
addiction prevention.  As part of their statewide effort, they named 
several ambassadors to lead their project over the next year.  

Beer Gets Health Labels
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Curtis McCloud
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  7.23.16

The most popular alcoholic drink in America is getting a makeover.  The 
Beer Institute has announced a new initiative to add labels with nutrition 
facts on bottles and cans.  The labels will include number of calories, 
carbohydrates, freshness dating and alcohol by volume.  Six leader beer 
companies have agreed to the new standard which will affect about 80% 
of all beer sold in the United States.

Drinking Wine – Happy Marriage
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  Noon
Air Date:  8.3.16



New research shows older couples who drink alcohol together or both do 
not drink at all are happier than couples in which only one partner 
drinks.  The study published in the Journals of Gerontology, questioned 
more than 2700 couples over a 10-year period.  The couples who were at 
least 50 years old were married an average of 33 years.  The lead author 
of the study says what is significant is not how much couples drink, but 
whether they both drink or not.

Postal Worker Injured
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.5.16

Federal agents are trying to find out what leaked from a suspicious 
package that burned a postal worker.  The employees at the Mountain 
City Post Office evacuated the building after the worker was burned.  
Johnson County Emergency Management Director Jason Blevins said 
the employee was not seriously injured.  “We’re not exactly sure what it 
is.  It gave her some kind of reaction and we’re not exactly sure what it 
is.”  Investigators say the package poses no threat to the community.  
The post office reopened around 1 this afternoon.  

Wine Festival
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Curtis McCloud
Show:  11pm



Air Date:  8.6.16

People in Kingsport enjoyed the beautiful weather with a glass of wine 
today.  More than 16 wineries traveled across the state to bring their 
samples to Kingsport’s 2nd annual Wine Festival.  Downtown Kingsport 
estimates the event brought around 1 thousand people to Kingsport’s 
downtown.  Executive Director Sherri Mosely says that could have a big 
economic impact on the area.  Mosley says the Wine Festival is the 
biggest fundraiser for the Downtown Kingsport Association.  She hopes 
the event returns next year.

E-Cigarette Rules
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  8.8.16

Beginning today, e-cigarettes will be regulated just like regular 
cigarettes.  The Food and Drug Administration says it’s part of an effort 
to protect future generations from the dangers of using tobacco.  The 
new FDA regulations make it illegal to sell e-cigarettes, cigars or 
hookah tobacco products to anyone under 18 years of age.  Experts 
believe flavored tobacco products, like e-cigarettes, is one reason 
teenager use has skyrocketed.  The FDA says e-cigarettes contain 
nicotine, which is addictive.  The new rules require retailers to now 
verify a customer’s age via photo id.  The FDA says vendors will first 
get a warning letter if they’re caught selling to minors.  They will face 
fines if it happens a second time.



Lee County Dynamite
Length:  :40
Format:  Graphics
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.19.16

A southwest Virginia sheriff’s office shut down a road after it found 
some explosives.  The Lee County Sheriff’s Office says it received a call 
tonight saying someone had left a home with 4 sticks of dynamite.  
When officers began searching for that person, they say they found the 
dynamite off to the side of Dry Creek Road in the Stickleyville 
Community.  One person is in police custody tonight.  Sheriff Gary 
Parsons says the Virginia State police Bomb Squad will clear the scene.  
Dry Creek Road will remain closed until that happens.

TDOT Funding
Length:  :55
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.24.16

Tennessee’s Governor says if needed, state lawmakers will repeal a new 
drunk driving law.  We told you Monday that the Tennessee Department 
of Transportation could lose $60 million in federal funding.  That’s 



because the General Assembly passed a law increasing the blood alcohol 
limit for 18 to 20 year olds from .02 to .08.  Federal transportation 
officials say that violates funding rules because the limit must remain at 
.02.  TDOT is trying to convince federal officials that another state law 
keeps Tennessee in compliance with federal law.  Governor Bill Haslam 
says if that fails, he may call a special session to repeal the new 
Tennessee Law.  Governor Haslam says he would have to call the 
session before October 1.  Federal authorities say they will make a 
decision by the end of the week.

Drunken Driving Law
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  8.25.16

By the end of the week, the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration says it will rule on Tennessee’s claim that a new state 
drunken driving law does not violate federal standards.  Federal 
guidelines require a .02 blood alcohol content for drivers under 21.  The 
new Tennessee law raises the limit to .08 for 18 to 20 year olds and 
comes with stronger penalties for offenders.  If the federal agency rules 
against the state, Tennessee Governor Bill Haslam says he could call a 
special session to repeal it.  That has to happen before October 1.  On 
that date, if Tennessee is determined to be out of compliance, it will lose 
about 60 million dollars in federal highway funding.

Drive Sober



Length:  :35
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  8.25.16

Last year across Virginia, 241 people died and more than 4900 suffered 
injuries in alcohol related crashes.  During the upcoming Labor Day 
holiday, law enforcement teams will work “Border to Border” to crack 
down on drunk drivers.  For the 18th year, the Wise County Sheriff’s 
Office and agencies from Kentucky will join forces for checkpoints at 
the state line.  The checkpoints will take place September 1.  One is 
from 10am until 1pm on US-23 at the Virginia-Kentucky line.  The other 
is on US Route 58 West just outside Coeburn from 2:30pm until 
4:30pm.

Electronic Cigarettes
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  8.26.16

A new study finds teenagers who vape electronic cigarettes are often 
doing it for the flavor, rather than the nicotine.  A national survey 
quizzed about 15000 adolescents.  Among those who had tried e-cigs, 
about two-thirds said they only vaped the flavoring.



Drunken Pilots
Length:  1:30
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  8.29.16

Two United Airlines pilots are due to appear in a Scottish courtroom 
today to face charges of intoxication.  They are accused of being drunk 
as they prepared to fly 141 passengers from Scotland to New Jersey on 
Saturday.  Paul Brady Grebnec and Carlos Licona were arrested shortly 
before their transatlantic flight.  It is not clear who or what tipped 
authorities off to their concerns over the United Airlines crew.  Police 
will not comments on what the two were doing before their morning 
flight.  The FAA rule “8 hours from bottle to throttle” protects everyone 
from the dangers of alcohol at altitude.  Former NTSB Chair Mark 
Rosenker says the effects of alcohol are exaggerated when you are at 
altitude.  Saturday’s arrests come nearly a month after 2 Canadian pilots 
were also arrested at Glasgow Airport charged with trying to fly under 
the influence.

Smith & Wesson
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show: 11pm
Air Date:  9.1.16



A major gun maker in the United States says its sales have risen nearly 
40%.  Smith & Wesson revealed during the first quarter of this year, its 
sales surged 40% compared to the same time in 2015.  The gun maker 
also reported that its profits doubled.

Alcohol & Television
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  9.7.16

Researchers in Boston found the more kids see specific brands of 
alcohol on television, the more likely they are to drink underage.  
Researchers also found they would particularly drink the brands they 
saw on television.

Battle at Bristol Alcohol
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package  / Live
Reporter:  John Price / Jordan Moore
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.7.16

Bristol Motor Speedway is ready for the 150,000+ fans who will pack 
the track for the world’s largest college football game.  Alcohol will be 
served at the speedway.  They have more than half a million ice cold 



beers awaiting game-goers.  It took workers 8 hours to get all the beer 
off the trucks and another day and a half to get it on the concession 
stand.  

Second-hand Smoke
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  9.13.16

The American Heart Association is urging a zero tolerance approach 
when it comes to children and second-hand smoke.  Doctors warn 
cigarette smoke can harm children’s heart health, damage blood vessels 
and may shorten their life expectancy.

Drunk Judgement
Length:  :15
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  9.13.16

Researchers in Wales tracking alcohol consumption found people’s 
judgement about how drunk they are can be swayed when surrounded by 
other drinkers.  On average, people perceived themselves as less drunk 
than they actually were.



Cigarette Butts
Length:  1:45
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Micah Smith
Show:  6am
Air Date:  9.20.16

A Carter County organization hopes to clean up litter and illegal 
dumping in the county.  It is also supporting a new initiative that targets 
cigarette use.  Carter County Proud recently gave its support to an 
initiative to clean up cigarette butts.  It suggests fining those who throw 
their butts on the ground.  Carter County Commissioner Ross Garland 
says the initiative may be challenging.  Carter County Proud says money 
used from the fines could be used to further the mission to keep Carter 
County clean.  The fine would be similar to the current litter fine of $50.

Alcohol & Heart
Length:  1:30
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  9.23.16

New research suggests alcohol might not be as good for the heart as 
once thought.  The study examined data from the Framingham Heart 
Study, a large, ongoing study that looks at the risk factors for heart 



disease.  The study finds that drinking alcohol, even in moderation, may 
increase the size of one of the heart’s chambers and leave people at risk 
for irregular heartbeat and a host of other problems.  Researchers 
analyzed data from more than 5200 people from the same Massachusetts 
town.  Participants reported how much alcohol they drank each week.  
The sizes of their hearts were measured and they were tested for atrial 
fibrillation.  Analysts found that over the study period, having about one 
alcoholic drink daily was linked to small increases in the size of the left 
atrium.  An enlarged left atrium increases a person’s risk of atrial 
fibrillation.  That can cause blood to pool inside the left atrium, leading 
to blood clots or stroke.  Researchers say these findings may not apply to 
everyone.  Some people may be genetically pre-disposed to atrial 
fibrillation.  The study is published in the Journal of the American Heart 
Association.

Heavy Drinking
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  9.23.16

New research finds older adults who drink heavily are also more 
susceptible to impaired learning ability, memory and motor function.  
The research societies on alcoholism found those with a history of 
alcohol dependence are also more likely to have difficulty paying 
attention.

College Drinking



Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  9.28.16

A new study from the University of Maryland found 57% of college 
students drink highly caffeinated energy drinks.  Most of those students 
combine them with alcohol.  Researchers found habitual energy drink 
consumption was also associated with more frequent drunk driving.

Tweetsie Trail Explosive
Length: :40
Format:  Voice Over -  Sound Byte
Reporter:  John Price
Show:   11pm
Air Date:  9.29.16

Elizabethton police are still investigating after they found a pipe bomb 
on a popular walking and biking trail.  Elizabethton police called in the 
Johnson City Bomb Squad to help them safely detonate the bomb near 
the Tweetsie Trail at North Watauga Avenue and Railroad Street.  Police 
are still working to figure out who built the bomb and put it on the trail.

Another Suspicious Device on the Tweetsie Trail
Length:  1:30
Format:  Live – Voice Over – Sound Byte



Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  9.30.16

The Tweetsie Trail is open tonight after suffering a shut down this 
morning.  Someone on the trail alerted police to a suspicious device and 
said it looked like a pipe bomb.  Police cleared the Johnson City portion 
of the trail and got to work.  The bomb squad x-rayed the device near the 
Rich Acres area and blew it up.  Investigators say the device was  not a  
pipe bomb.  The bomb squad identified the device as a box used for 
geocaching.  

CRIME

Stumbo Trial
Length:  1:30
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Allie Hinds
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  7.1.16

It did not take long for a Sullivan County jury to convict Larry Stumbo 
in the rape and robbery of an elderly woman.  Stumbo said he did not 
commit the crimes.  The jury deliberated less than 2 hours and returned a 
verdict of guilty on 7 counts.  The prosecution says Stumbo broke into 
the victim’s home February 6, 2014 raped, kidnapped her and stole her 
truck and television.  Stumbo denied the allegations saying the two had a 



consensual relationship.  The victim’s family told us they wanted to 
thank the jury and prosecution for their work in the trial.  District 
Attorney General Barry Staubus said, “I’m very pleased.  I believe the 
jury listened to the evidence carefully by the law and returned the right 
verdicts in the case, and I am really pleased for the victim in the case.  I 
know it’s been a long 28 months for her.”  Stumbo is being held without 
bond.  He faces a minimum 15 to 25 years for the aggravated kidnapping 
charge.  His sentencing is September 6 at 1:30pm.

Speedway Inn Shooting
Length:  1:30
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Curtis McCloud
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  7.2.16

One person is dead after an officer involved shooting in Bristol.  Police 
tell us the shooting took place at the Speedway Inn on Bluff City 
Highway near the intersection at Volunteer Parkway.  The Tennessee 
Bureau of Investigation will take over the investigation.  The TBI tells 
us officers with the Bristol Tennessee Police Department were serving 
arrest warrants when a suspect took out a gun.  The Sullivan County 
District Attorney just confirmed one person is dead.  Around 6:44 this 
evening, two officers went to the Speedway Inn to follow through with 
an arrest warrant on a man who was staying here.  Officers got to the 
room where the man was staying.  When police told him he was under 
arrest, they said he pulled out a gun.   Police said that is when they fired.  
The district attorney said the suspect died from his injuries.  

Speedway Inn Shooting Update
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over 



Reporter:  Curtis McCloud
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  7.3.16

The Tennessee Bureau of Investigation released the name of the suspect 
who died in the officer involved shooting at Speedway Inn in Bristol.  
The TBI identified the man as 50-year old Jonathan Justice.  The Bristol 
Tennessee Police Department learned Justice was staying at the inn and 
when they tried to arrest him, they said he pulled a gun on them.  Police 
said they shot him to protect themselves.  

Escapee
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  7.4.16

An inmate in the custody of the Greene County Sheriff’s Office escaped 
and remains on the run tonight.  Deputies say they put Johnathan Jones 
in the back of a patrol car while they searched for another suspect on 
Friday.  They say Jones busted out of the cruiser and ran away.  The 
charges against Jones include escape, evading arrest and violation of 
probation.  If you see him, contact the Greene County Sheriff’s Office.

Fugitive Arrest
Length:  :30



Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  7.4.16

Johnson City police arrested Jeremy Messer.  Officers took the 24-year 
old into custody on the side of Interstate 26 as he worked on a car.  
Police discovered Messer was wanted in Virginia, where he is accused 
of stealing copper.  Johnson City police charged him with being a 
fugitive from justice from another state.  He is being held without bond.  
His court appearance is set for Tuesday afternoon at 1:30.

Rape Investigation
Length:  :35
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  6:30pm
Air Date: 7.5.16

A North Carolina man awaits extradition to Washington County, 
Virginia to face rape charges.  The Washington County Sheriff’s Office 
says a woman told investigators she met Jerry Drum on an online dating 
site.  She said she agreed to meet Drum at her home.  The woman told 
investigators he assaulted her and then left.  The Washington County 
Sheriff’s Office tracked Drum to Hickory, North Carolina.  He’s being 
held there on $250,000 bond.  He faces several charges including rape 
and strangulation.



Norton Guilty
Length:  :25
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  7.5.16

Today, a Norton, Virginia man pleaded guilty to the charge of attempted 
capital murder of a police officer.  The charge against Charles Hill stems 
from an incident that happened May 21, 2015.  Norton police responded 
to a call at home.  Police say Hill raised a rifle, pointed it at an officer 
and fired.  A judge issued Hill a 60-year sentence with 40 years 
suspended.  That means he will serve a total of 20 years behind bars.

Shooting Investigation 
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  7.5.16

A Marion, Virginia man is behind bars without bond after July 4 gunfire.  
The Smyth County Sheriff’s Office arrested Jessie Sexton and charged 
him with several crimes including 2 counts of attempted murder.  
Deputies responded to a home on Trivett Lane in Marion around 11 
Monday night.  They said they found a man with gunshot wounds to the 
chest.  The man told deputies Sexton shot him.  The sheriff’s office says 
the person with the gunshot wound is in stable condition.



Miller Charged
Length:  :35
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  7.6.16

The Hawkins County Sheriff’s Office arrested a man in connection to a 
shooting.  It happened Monday night around 9:15 on Carpenter Farm 
Drive in Moorseburg.  Deputies responded to a shooting call and said 
they found Robert Bevins with a gunshot wound to his upper left arm.  
Emergency crews transported him to University of Tennessee Medical 
Center.  Bevins told deputies he was taking a woman and a child to see 
fireworks, when an argument broke out with Roger Miller.  They say 
Miller shot Bevins in the arm.  Miller is charged with attempted murder 
and 2 counts of felony reckless endangerment.

Carter County Inmate
Length:  :20
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  7.6.16

An inmate who escaped during work at the Carter County Animal 
Shelter is back in police custody.  Phillip Payne walked off the job on 



Monday.  We’re told he turned himself back in to the Carter County Jail 
around 6:30 last night.  He originally faced charges of violation of 
probation.  He now faces an additional charge of escape.

Willis Sentencing Upheld
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  7.6.16

The Tennessee Supreme Court ruled there will be no change to the 
conviction or death sentences of Howard Hawk Willis.  A Washington 
County jury convicted Willis in 2010.  He’s accused in the 2002 murders 
of 17-year old Adam Chrismer and his wife, 16-year old Samantha 
Chrismer.  Investigators found the teens’ dismembered bodies in plastic 
containers at a Johnson City storage facility.  We told you in September 
that the Tennessee Supreme Court would review the case.  Wills argued 
his trial should have left out certain incriminating statements he made to 
his ex-wife.  Today, the justices said there was enough evidence during 
the trial to show he is guilty of the murders.  As a result, the court 
upheld his conviction and death sentences.

Child Pornography Arrest
Length:  :40
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  7.7.16



A Washington County, Virginia man is facing child pornography 
charges.  Officers with the Hillsville police department arrested 49-year 
old Darius Foran, Senior.  After they say he traveled to meet what he 
thought was a girl under the age of 15 who he met online.  When Foran 
arrived, he instead met a police officer.  Officers obtained a search 
warrant and seized computers, electronic, devices and guns from his 
home.  Investigators found thousands of images and videos of child 
pornography on his computer.  Foran is charged with 50 counts of 
possession of child pornography and possession of a firearm by a 
convicted felon.  He is being held in the New River Valley Regional Jail 
without bond.

Bristol Shooting
Team Coverage
Format:  Live / Packages / Video & Sound elements
News Channel 11 Staff
Noon & 5pm-8pm & 11pm
Air Date:  7.7.16

The search for the motive behind gunfire in Bristol, Tennessee continues 
this evening.  Around 2:15 this morning, police responded to multiple 
reports of shootings at multiple locations along Volunteer Parkway.  
Investigators worked into the afternoon gathering evidence along a half-
mile stretch of the roadway.  During the shooting spree, we counted five 
businesses and several vehicles sprayed by bullets.  The preliminary 
investigation points to Days Inn as the starting point of the shootings 
followed by random gunfire along the parkway ending at O’Reilly Auto 
Parts.  There, investigators say police exchanged fire with the gunman.  



Investigators say the suspect had at least 2 weapons.  A police officer 
and the gunman suffered injuries.  The Tennessee Bureau of 
Investigation is not releasing the name of the suspect of his condition.  
District Attorney General Barry Staubus tells us the Bristol Tennessee 
Police Officer is out of the hospital tonight.  Bristol Herald Courier 
newspaper carrier Jennifer Rooney passed away from injuries she 
received in the gunfire.  An employee at Days Inn also suffered injuries 
in the gunfire.  The manager of the motel identified her as Debbie.  He 
said Debbie remains in the hospital.  

Bristol Shooting 
Length:  2:30
Format:  Graphic – Voice Overs – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  6:30pm
Air Date:  7.8.16

The Tennessee Bureau of Investigation released the identity of the man 
accused in the Volunteer Parkway shootings.  Agents with the TBI 
identified the man as 37-year old Lakeem Keon Scott.  Scott has no prior 
arrests as an adult in Tennessee.  Agents questioned Scott at Bristol 
Regional Medical Center.  Scott remains hospitalized in serious but 
stable condition.  Officials confirmed to News Channel 11 part of the 
TBI’s investigation included the search of a location in the 5th Street area 
of Bristol Thursday afternoon.  The TBI says its preliminary 
investigation reveals Lakeem Scott may have targeted individuals and 
officers after being troubled by recent incidents involving African 
Americans and police in other parts of the country.  Investigators say 
Scott was armed with an automatic style rifle, a pistol and a large 
amount of ammunition.  Investigators say he shot at three Bristol, 
Tennessee police officers.  Officer Matthew Cousins suffered a leg 



injury.  Doctors released him from the hospital Thursday evening.  
We’re also learning more about other victims of the Bristol shootings.  
Bristol Herald Courier newspaper carrier Jennifer Rooney was shot in 
her car while driving along Volunteer Parkway.  Friends we talked with 
remember her as a devoted wife and mother.  The TBI says Deborah 
Watts was shot while she worked at Days Inn.  She remains in the 
hospital in serious but stable condition.  David Davis also suffered 
injuries.  The TBI describes them as minor after he was hit by flying 
glass.  As the TBI continues to search for the motive behind the crime, 
people in Bristol still cannot believe something like this happened in 
their town.

BVU Sentencings
Length:  1:40
Format:  Voice Overs – Live
Reporter:  Allie Hinds
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  7.11.16

The former board chairman of Bristol Virginia Utilities and BVU’s 
former attorney now know how much time they will spend behind bars.  
They are among the 9 people who have entered guilty pleas in a 
sweeping public corruption investigation at the utility.  Walt Bressler, 
the former attorney, apologized and said he failed his community.  The 
judge sentenced him to 6 months behind bars followed by 6 months of 
home confinement.  After that, the 74-year old will spend a year on 
supervised release.  Former BVU Chairman Jim Clifton will spend 5 
months in prison followed by 5 months of home confinement.  After that 
he will spend a year on supervised release.  A federal judge agreed to 
reduce the sentence of a former BVU Vice President.  A judge signed an 



order that shortens the sentence of David Copeland from 2 years to a 
year and a half, meaning he could be released from prison later this year.  

Pomrenke Contempt Charges
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Nate Morabito
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  7.11.16

A federal judge will have new counts of contempt of court to weight 
when he holds the bench trial of former BVU Chief Financial Officer 
Stacey Pomrenke next month.  Prosecutors say they plan on suing a 
voicemail Pomrenke’s husband left for a potential witness.  In that 
voicemail, Juvenile Court Judge Kurt Pomrenke told the possible 
witness how he’d like her to testify if called during his wife’s trial.  A 
judge will hear the government’s case on August 9th.  The same day he’s 
set to sentence Stacey Pomrenke on multiple charges linked to the 
corruption case.

Lakeem Scott Charged
Length:  1:40
Format:  Voice Over – Graphics
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  7.12.16



A Sullivan County Grand Jury indicted a man for a deadly shooting 
spree here in the Tri-Cities.  The state says it identified more victims in 
the case.  The Tennessee Bureau of Investigation says Lakeem Scott was 
indicted on charges of first degree murder, attempted first degree murder 
and using a gun to commit a serious crime.  Scott remains in the hospital 
this evening.  When released, the state says he will be transported to the 
Sullivan County Jail and placed under a $5 million bond.  Investigators 
say Scott opened fire on businesses and people early Thursday morning 
along Volunteer Parkway in Bristol, Tennessee.  The TBI says Scott 
carried out the attack because he was upset over recent incidents 
involving African Americans and police in other parts of the country.  
The TBI says there are a total of 8 victims in the case.  

Clintwood Shooting
Length:  :55
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  7.12.16

Investigators in southwest Virginia arrested a man for shooting three of 
his family members.  All three remain in the hospital tonight.  The 
Dickenson County Sheriff’s Office identified the victims tonight.  
Investigators say Teresa Sykes, David Robbins and Glenna Robbins 
were taken to the Holston Valley Medical Center in Kingsport.  We were 
there this afternoon when investigators arrived on scene at Robbins Lane 
in Clintwood.  That’s where the victims were found.  Officers say the 
accused shooter barricaded himself inside his home on Hill Ridge Drive 
and was arrested soon after.  The sheriff’s office told us tonight the 
suspect shot his wife and her parents.  Jamie Sykes is in the Southwest 
Virginia Regional Jail in Haysi tonight.  He’s charged with attempted 



murder and assault.  Investigators have not determined a motive in the 
shootings.

Rocks on the Interstate
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  7.13.16

Police in the Tri-Cities say some are committing a dangerous crime 
against people driving along some busy roads.  That dangerous crime 
damaged a News Channel 11 employee’s car.  Karissa Winstead, one of 
our producers, was driving along Interstate 26 near Exit 8 in Kingsport 
last night.  That’s when she says a rock slammed into her windshield.  
Winstead only received a few cuts and scrapes, but Kingsport police say 
they have several reports of this dangerous prank happening.  The 
Greene County Sheriff’s Office says it has received three reports.  The 
Washington County TN Sheriff’s Office says it is stepping up patrols.

Gary Simpson Delay
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  Allie Hinds
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  7.13.16



A Hawkins County man accused of kidnapping his niece will appear in 
court a little later than expected.  Gary Simpson is charged with 
especially aggravated kidnapping.  The case sparked an Amber Alert 
that gained national attention.  Simpson was supposed to be in court 
today, but we learned his preliminary hearing was rescheduled for 
August 22.

Scott Kilian Arrest
Length:  :35
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  7.15.16

Two men arrested in the Tri-Cities are charged with sex crimes against 
children.  The Sullivan County Sheriff’s Office says one of them had 
thousands of images of children on several computers.  Investigators 
arrested Scott Kilian today.  A Sullivan County Grand Jury indicted him 
on 40 counts of sexual exploitation of a minor.  Kilian is being held on a 
$50,000 bond.

Sexual Exploitation Charge
Length:  :35
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  7.15.16



A grand jury indicted a man on sex crimes against children.  TBI agents 
began investigating Rodrigo Navarro more than 2 years ago.  An 
investigation revealed the 24-year old man solicited children for the 
purpose of engaging in sexual activity.  Yesterday, a Unicoi County 
Grand Jury returned indictments against him charging Navarro with 
exploitation and solicitation of a minor.  Police arrested him today in 
North Carolina.

Shooting Update
Length:  :25
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Curtis McCloud
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  7.17.16

We have an update on a shooting in Washington County, Virginia that 
we first told you about Saturday.  Investigators say 61-year old Kim 
Dillow suffered a gunshot wound to his upper body.  The shooting 
happened Friday night in Glade Spring.  Dillow is currently in critical 
condition at the Bristol Regional Medical Center.  The sheriff’s office 
says his 15-year old son has been charged in the shooting.

Dishman Arrest
Length:  :35
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  Noon
Air Date:  7.18.16



Carter County investigators arrested a man accused in the armed robbery 
of a Hampton home.  The Carter County Sheriff’s Office charged 
Christopher Dishman with armed robbery.  A sheriff’s office report says 
a person reported two people, one armed with a gun, robbed a home on 
Swimming Pool Road.  The report says the suspects drove away in a 
silver car before deputies arrived.  A witness identified Dishner as one of 
the people involved in the July 13th incident.  The Carter County 
Sheriff’s Office tells us the incident remains under investigation.

Padgett Crash Arrest
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  7.19.16

A juvenile faces serious charges in a crash investigators say killed a Tri-
Cities teen.  Officers say that juvenile turned himself in today.  The 
crash happened in Washington County, Tennessee on June 10.  The 
sheriff’s office says it happened on Firetower Road.  The sheriff’s office 
has not identified the driver but says he’s charged with vehicular 
homicide, underage consumption, and aggravated assault by 
recklessness.  His case is currently moving through juvenile court.  
Detectives say Ashlie Padgett was killed in the crash.  

Kingsport Murder Investigation
Length:  1:00



Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  Noon
Air  Date:  7.20.16

One person is dead and one person is behind bars after an early morning 
shooting in Kingsport.  Police responded to a home in the 600 block of 
Donelson Drive around 2 o’clock.  Police found a man just inside the 
door with a gunshot wound to the back of his head.  Police said they 
found a gun in the victim’s hand.  Police identified the victim as Zaccari 
Miller.  He died at the scene.  Police found Quinten Shelton inside the 
home.  Investigators said Shelton and the victim got in a fight that led to 
the shooting.  Their investigation revealed Shelton fired the gun and put 
it in the victim’s hand.  He is charged with second degree murder and 
tampering with evidence.  

Bank Robbery
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over – Graphics
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  7.21.16

The search for a bank robber continues this evening in the Tri-Cities.  
Bristol Virginia Police Department says the man demanded money at 
Lee Bank and Trust.  The robbery happened just before 10 this morning 
at the corner of Gate City Highway and Osborne Street.  Police say a 
man walked in and said he had a weapon.  However, bank employees 
said they did not see the gun.  He ran out of the bank with money.



Pharmacy Robbery
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  7.21.16

Kingsport police are trying to find the person who broke into a 
pharmacy and stole drugs.  Detectives say the burglary at Marcum’s 
Pharmacy on East Ravine Road happened in the middle of the night.  
Employees said someone bashed in the front door and ran off with 
prescription medication.  

Carter County Drug Roundup
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte – Graphics
Reporter:  Brandon Hicks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  7.21.16

The Carter County Sheriff’s Office says it’s still searching for several 
drug offenders tonight.  It’s part of an effort to bust long-term drug 
activity in the county.  The sheriff’s office says it arrested 18 people so 
far as part of its drug roundup.  The investigation began 8 months ago.  
Sheriff Dexter Lunceford says the department targeted people who were 
selling and using narcotics.  



Sex Offender Arrest
Length:  1:00
Format:  Graphics – Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  7.22.16

Federal and local agents arrest a wanted sex offender.  Kingsport police 
say the suspect rammed the vehicle of a U.S. Marshal.  Officers charged 
Marshall Jones with aggravated assault on an officer and evading arrest.  
He was also charged by U.S. Marshals for an outstanding warrant in 
Virginia.  Police say 2 U.S. Marshals were trying to stop Jones on East 
Center Street in Kingsport when he slammed into their vehicle.  They 
say that caused Jones to lose control and crash into some parked cars.  
Police say his criminal record goes back to at least 1989 when he was 
placed on the sex offender registry.  Police say Jones was wanted out of 
Virginia for attacking an officer in March.  He’s being held without 
bond.

Bank Robbery Arrest
Length:  :35
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over
Reporter:  Curtis McCloud
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  7.23.16



The Bristol Virginia Police Department made an arrest in connection to 
a robbery at Lee Bank and Trust off Gate City Highway.  Police arrested 
James E. Reynolds this morning.  They charged him with armed 
robbery.  We told you about the robbery Thursday on News Channel 11.  
Bank employees say Reynolds walked into the bank, said he had a gun 
and demanded money.  

Lakeem Scott in Jail
Length:  1:15
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  Noon
Air  Date:  7.25.16

The man accused in a Bristol, Tennessee shooting spree now calls the 
Sullivan County Jail home.  Doctors released Lakeem Scott from an area 
hospital this morning.  An ambulance transferred him to the jail in 
Blountville where he’s being held on a $5 million bond.  Scott faces 
numerous charges including first degree murder, 7 counts of attempted 
first degree murder and using a gun to commit a serious crime.  Scott is 
accused in a shooting spree on July 7 in Bristol, TN.  Investigators say 
Scott shot at businesses, people and police along the Volunteer Parkway.  
One person died in the gunfire and several suffered injuries.  District 
Attorney Barry Staubus tells us Scott’s arraignment is set for Friday at 9 
in the morning.

Former Parks and Recreation Employee Indicted
Length:  :25
Format:  Graphic



Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  7.26.16

A federal grand jury indicted a former parks and recreation supervisor 
on civil rights violation charges.  Michael Lintz is accused of using his 
authority as maintenance supervisor for the Norton Virginia Parks and 
Rec Department to coerce two women into having sex with him.  Lintz 
is also charged with lying to a federal officer and obstruction of justice.  
He is scheduled to appear in federal court tomorrow in Abingdon.

Copeland Indictment
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Allie Hinds
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  7.26.16

A grand jury indicted a local man who led police on a multi-state 
manhunt for the murder of his father.  A grand jury indicted Joshua 
Copeland on a first degree murder charge.  Copeland is accused of 
killing 67-year old Edsel Copeland in a parking lot in Abingdon, 
Virginia last year.  A trial date has not been set in the case.

Headstone Vandalized
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic



Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  7.26.16

Investigators want to know who vandalized a headstone here in the Tri-
Cities.  The Washington County Tennessee Sheriff’s Office says the 
headstone is at a church on McKinley Road in Johnson City.  That’s the 
road behind the shopping center on West Market Street.  Investigators 
say a father went to his son’s headstone and found the bronze cover and 
photograph on the grave vandalized.  

Bristol Attorney Indictments
Length:  :40
Format:  Graphics
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  7.28.16

An investigation by the state resulted in additional charges against a 
Bristol attorney charged in connection with stealing from an estate in 
which he was the executor.  An investigation by the Tennessee Bureau 
of Investigation revealed 70-year old Don Cooper stole more than 
$10,000 from an estate.  The money was supposed to go to St. June 
Children’s Research Hospital.  A Sullivan County Grand Jury returned 
an indictment charging Cooper with theft over $10,000.  Investigators 
revealed Cooper was indicted by a second grand jury in April for theft 
over $250,000.  TBI said that case involved a different estate.



Coeburn Rape Arrest
Length:  :25
Format:   Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  7.28.16

Police arrested a southwest Virginia man they say raped and attacked a 
woman.  Police in Coeburn, Virginia located and arrested Danny Kiser 
in Wise County on Wednesday.  He’s charged with assault and battery, 
malicious wounding and aggravated sexual assault.  Police said he 
attacked the victim at the John Van Diver Manor.  The victim told 
detectives Kiser hit her in the face and sexually assaulted her.  Kiser is in 
jail tonight without bond.

Noli Food Truck Stolen
Length:  1:30
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Justin Soto
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  7.29.16

A popular Tri-Cities food truck is the focus of a police investigation.  
The search for the person who stole Noli food truck is generating a lot of 
buzz across the community.  The story is one of the most shared on our 
facebook page.  Johnson City police say around midnight someone 
hitched the Noli truck trailer to a sports utility trailer and drove away.  
The crime was caught on camera.  Now, Johnson City investigators hope 



someone will come forward to help them crack the case.  Jason Howze, 
one of Noli’s owners, says the trailer is valued at more than $50,000.  

Surgoinsville Hit & Run
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  7.29.16

State troopers say they found the driver of a vehicle that hit a pedestrian 
in Hawkins County.  The Tennessee Highway Patrol says a man was hit 
while walking near Dot and Ricks Market on Highway 11-W in 
Surgoinsville.  The victim was taken to the hospital.  THP told us the 
driver of the vehicle is 49-year old Regina Crawford.  Investigators say a 
child was in the car with her when she hit the man.  Charges are pending 
in the case and it is being handed over to the district attorney’s office.

Greeneville Motorcycle Theft
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Josh Jones
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  7.31.16

The Greeneville Police Department wants to find two stolen motorcycles 
and the person or people who took them.  Police say a 1985 red Honda 



Shadow and a 2015 Honda Phantom were stolen from the Greeneville 
Honda dealer located on West Andrew Johnson Highway.  Police say 
the Phantom is heavily damaged and may not be able to be driven.  
Investigators say someone stole the motorcycles sometime between 
10:30 last night and 7:30 this morning.

Shots Fired Arrest
Length:  :50
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  Noon
Air Date:  8.1.16

A Kingsport man accused of firing a gun into a crowd faces multiple 
charges.  On Wednesday, Kingsport police responded to the intersection 
of Mimosa Driver and Riverdale Avenue after getting a call about a 
large crowd of people in a fight and shots being fired.  Everybody was 
gone when police got to the scene, but they found shell casings from the 
gun and damage to a nearby apartment and vehicle.  Police arrested 
Darius Woodbury and charged him with 8 counts of aggravated assault 
and reckless endangerment.  

Stacey Canter Arrest
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  Noon
Air Date:  8.1.16



The former Assistant Director of Solid Waste in Jonesborough is 
charged with sex crimes against a child.  Investigators charged Stacey 
Canter with 2 counts of rape of a child and aggravated sexual battery last 
week.  He remains behind bars today.  The Town of Jonesborough tells 
News Channel 11 Canter worked for the town for about 20 years and 
was fired on the date of his arrest.  He is set to appear in court 
Wednesday.  His bond is $150,000.

Stacey Pomrenke
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  Noon
Air Date:  8.1.16

A judge denied former Bristol Virginia Utilities Executive Stacey 
Pomrenke’s request for acquittal and a new trial.  Documents filed this 
morning show the judge rejected the request from Pomrenke’s attorneys 
to acquit her on counts similar to the overturned convictions of former 
Virginia Governor Bob McDonnell.  A jury convicted Pomrenke on 14 
counts connected to the BVU corruption investigation.  Pomrenke’s 
sentencing is set for August 9.  At that time the judge is expected to hold 
a bench trial on an additional contempt charge against Pomrenke.

Story Arrest
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic



Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  Noon
Air Date:  8.2.16

A Johnson City man faces sex crime charges.  Johnson City police 
arrested 35-year old David Story on Monday.  Detectives tell us they 
launched an investigation into allegations against Story in June. Police 
records show a juvenile female told investigators she was at Story’s 
house and he have her marijuana and forced her to have sex.  Police say 
during an interview, Story admitted to engaging in sexual acts with the 
juvenile but denied he forced her.  Police charged story with aggravated 
statutory rape.

Lady Arrest
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  Noon
Air Date:  8.2.16

A Johnson City landlord faces charges after police say he hit one of his 
tenants with a car.  The Johnson City Police Department arrested 60-
year old Bobby Lady and charged him with 2 counts of aggravated 
assault.  Police said they responded to a property on Fall Street.  One of 
Lady’s tenants told police she tried to keep him from towing her car.  
The tenant said Lady hit her with his vehicle.  The woman told police 
Lady then pulled a gun on her and her fiancé.  Police said they found a 
gun in the glove compartment of Lady’s car.



Noli Truck Found
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over – Graphics
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.2.16

A Tri-Cities business owner now has his stolen food truck.  Owner Jason 
Howze told us tonight he found the truck in Mars Hill, North Carolina.  
He reported the truck missing Friday morning.  Police have been 
reviewing surveillance video from the Salvation Army parking lot in 
Johnson City showing the trailer being stolen.  Howze said the trailer 
had minor damage and a piece of equipment was missing.  He hopes to 
reopen Noli by the end of the week.  No word tonight on arrests.

Erick Jones
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Allie Hinds
Show:  7pm
Air Date:  8.3.16

The state will seek the death penalty in the case of a man accused of 
killing two Greene County children.  District Attorney General Dan 
Armstrong tells us a trial for Erick Jones, Jr. will take place May 22, 
2017.  He is charged with 2 counts of first degree murder in the 2014 
deaths of 13 month old Kynsleigh Easterly and 2 month old Trinity 



Tweed.  Investigators say the sisters were left in Jones’ care the night of 
their deaths.  Their autopsies revealed they died of blunt force trauma.

Yee Haw Robbery
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  7:30pm 
Air Date:  8.3.16

Johnson City police say a man broke into the business office of Yee 
Haw Brewery and White Duck Taco during business hours, around 8 
O’clock Saturday.  Investigators say the person stole money from the 
safe.  This is a photo of the suspect.  If you have information that could 
help police, call Crime Stoppers.

Noli Truck Update
Length:  :50
Format:  Graphics – Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.3.16

An Asheville food truck operator is accused of stealing a food truck 
from the Tri-Cities region.  The Madison County North Carolina 
Sheriff’s Office arrested Rhonda Profitt.  They say she sole the Noli 



food truck from Johnson City.  The truck was found in Mars Hill, North 
Carolina.  Profitt is charged with theft over $60,000.

Boones Creek Car Break-Ins
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  8.4.16

The Washington County Tennessee Sheriff’s Office is urging people to 
remain on alert.  The department is investigating a sting of car burglaries 
in the Boones Creek area.  Investigators responded to the Wiltshire and 
Judson Drive communities over the weekend.  Police tell us crooks 
targeted several vehicles and stole electronics and money.  If you have 
information that could help investigators, call the Washington County 
Sheriff’s Office.

Maureen McDonnell
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  8.5.16

A federal appeals court placed the corruption case of Virginia’s Former 
First Lady on hold, giving her legal team more time to analyze a recent 



Supreme Court ruling.  The announcement came after the federal court 
granted the same request for former Governor Bob McDonnell.  The 
Supreme Court overturned his corruption conviction in June saying his 
actions did not necessarily violate federal bribery laws.  The 
McDonnells were convicted of doing favors for a wealthy businessman 
in exchange for gifts and loans.

Scott County Shooting
Length:  :50
Format:  Graphic – Sound Byte
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.5.16

A northeast Tennessee sheriff is defending the actions of the deputies he 
says shot and killed a man just over the state line.  The shooting 
happened in Scott County, Virginia late last night.  Hawkins County 
Sheriff Ronnie Lawson says his deputies were trying to stop a man 
wanted on outstanding warrants when he drove into Scott County.  
Detectives told us the suspect stopped his vehicle in the middle of Upper 
Possum Creek Road and the suspect pointed a shotgun at the officers.  
Investigators said the deputies fired their weapons, killing the suspect.  
The name of the suspect has not yet been released, but officials say he 
was wanted on assault and driving under the influence charges.

Weber City Shooting
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Curtis McCloud



Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.6.16

The Scott County, Virginia Sheriff’s Office says a man was shot at State 
Line Bar and Grill in Weber City.  Officials tell us it happened just 
before 5:30 this afternoon.  No names are being released at this time, but 
investigators told us the victim is a Scott County native.  They would not 
comment on the suspect at this time.

Vandalism Arrest
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over
Reporter:  Kelsey Alyea
Show:  7:30pm
Air Date:  8.8.16

A downtown Johnson City business is cleaning up after a table sailed 
through a window.  Johnson City police say a man at Newman’s Café 
and Sports Bar threw a table through the front window after he was 
asked to leave for violating the business’ code of conduct.  Police say on 
his way out the door, he pushed the table through the window.  Police 
arrested James Riddick and charged him with vandalism and public 
intoxication.

Pomrenke
Length:  :55
Format:  Voice Over



Reporter:  Nate Morabito
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.9.16

A former Bristol Virginia Utilities Executive convicted of more than a 
dozen corruption charges is home tonight.  A federal judge continued 
her sentencing hearing until Thursday.  Sixty people, many of them 
supporters, packed the courtroom in Abingdon today.  Before court 
wrapped up, the defense called 2 witnesses, both medical professionals.  
Their testimony brought Pomrenke to tears.  One, a family physician, 
said Pomrenke saved the life of her child last November.  Witnesses 
called by the prosecution showed recent mismanagement and poor 
record-keeping on Pomrenke’s watch at BVU.  Based on revised 
sentencing guidelines, Pomrenke faces between 51 and 63 months in 
prison.  Earlier in the day, the judge found Pomrenke guilty of contempt 
of court for reaching out to possible witnesses ahead of her trial.  Court 
resumes with more testimony Thursday.

Tester Pleads Guilty
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.10.16

An Elizabethton City Council member arrested earlier this year for 
driving under the influence pleaded guilty in a Carter County courtroom 
today.  Additional charges against Richard Tester, which included 
reckless driving and violation of implied consent, were dismissed.  



Tester already served a few hours of jail time.  He will complete the 
remainder of his 48 hour jail sentence on August 26.  

Jewelry Store Robbery
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  8.11.16

The search for an armed robbery suspect who targeted a Johnson City 
jewelry store is the focus of a crime watch alert.  Johnson City police tell 
us the smash and grab suspect hit Gregory Isbell Jewelers.  Police say 
the incident at the store on Mountcastle Drive happened around noon.  
The store owner told News Channel 11 a man armed with a gun and 
hammer walked into the store and began smashing the jewelry cases and 
stealing thousands of dollars in jewelry.  The suspect got away on an 
ATV.  Police say they recovered the ATV, gun, hammer and some of the 
jewelry.  

Pomrenke
Length:  1:30
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Nate Morabito
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.11.16



Bristol Virginia Utilities’ former Chief Financial Officer will soon report 
to prison to begin serving a 34-month prison sentence.  A federal judge 
sentenced Stacey Pomrenke today to time behind bars for her crimes of 
corruption and contempt of court.  The sentence came not too long after 
Pomrenke stood before the judge crying as she begged for leniency.  She 
told the judge she’s not a bad person and that she never meant to hurt 
anyone, especially her children.  The judge also ordered Pomrenke to 
pay roughly $60,000 in fines, restitution and forfeitures.  

Meth Arrest
Length:  :25
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.12.16

A Bristol, Virginia man is facing drug charges after police say they 
found drugs in his car during a traffic stop.  Bristol Virginia police 
pulled over 54-year old Billy Burke and searched his car.  Officers say 
they found 9 grams of methamphetamine, one gram of heroin and drug 
paraphernalia.  He is being held in the Bristol, Virginia Jail without 
bond.

Man Pulls Gun on Police
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  Curtis McCloud
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.14.16



A Johnson City man is in jail tonight after pulling an airsoft gun on 
police.  Police arrived at the residence of Tony Coning around noon 
today after getting reports that he was threatening to harm himself.  
When police arrived, Coning would not let them into his home and 
started yelling.  He then stepped out of this home and pointed an airsoft 
gun at police.  Another police officer on the scene then pulled his gun on 
Conning and demanded he lower his weapon.  Conning then surrendered 
to police and was taken into custody.  He is charged with aggravated 
assault and is being held at the Washington County Detention Center.  

Blankenship Appeal
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  8.16.16

Federal prosecutors say the only thing novel about Ex-Massey Energy 
CEO Don Blankenship’s conviction was that it targeted a major 
company’s CEO, not low-ranking minors.  Prosecutors defended 
Blankenship’s conviction Monday.  Blankenship is appealing from 
prison.  He reported to a California prison May 12 to serve a 1 year 
sentence for conspiring to willfully violate mine safety standards at West 
Virginia’s Upper Big Branch Coal Mine.  The mine exploded in 2010, 
killing 29 men.  A jury convicted Blankenship in December.



Greene County Homicide
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  8.16.16

State agents say they do not think a homicide in Greene County was 
random.  The Tennessee Bureau of Investigation tells us someone 
walking along Jud Neal Lop in Afton Friday found the body of 21-year 
old Jessie Morrison.  The TBI says the community is not in danger.  
State agents are waiting for preliminary autopsy results.  The Greene 
County Sheriff’s Office is working with the TBI on the case.  

Infant Death
Length:  1:30
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Allie Hinds
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  8.17.16

Bristol Virginia police are investigating the death of a 4-month old girl 
as a homicide.  The baby’s parents are now charged with felony 
homicide among other charges.  Police arrested Heather Denise Terry 
today.  Police continue to look for Jonathan Wilson.  During the 
investigation, police discovered the 4-month old who died had a twin 
who is still alive.  Police think both babies suffered ongoing abuse by 
the parents.  The surviving twin and another child from the home, a 5-



year old, are now in social services custody.  Heather Terry appears in 
court tomorrow.

Infant Death – Father Arrested
Length:  :50
Format:  Graphics – Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.17.16

A father accused in his baby’s death has been arrested.  Bristol, Virginia 
Police say they have Jonathan Wilson in custody.  Wilson and Heather 
Terry are both charged with homicide, cruelty to children as well as 
abuse and neglect.  Police arrested Terry today.  The charges come after 
police said a 4 month old baby died at a Knoxville hospital.  
Investigators said the child lived on Hill Drive in Bristol.  The baby was 
taken to the hospital after it suffered injuries detectives said were 
inflicted by the parents.  The baby’s twin also received injuries.  That 
baby and a 5-year old child were taken from the home and placed in the 
custody of the Department of Social Services.  

Kingsport Shooting
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  8.18.16



Kingsport police are trying to find out who shot a man in the neck.  
Police say a man was found on Dale Street in Kingsport with a gunshot 
wound to the side of his neck.  He was taken to the hospital with non-life 
threatening injuries.  

Car Burglaries
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.18.16

Johnson City police are looking for a man they say broke into several 
cars.  The auto burglaries happened along Navaho Drive.  Police said the 
suspect carried out the crimes on July 30th.  Police are asking if you have 
any information concerning the break-ins, call Crimestoppers.  Your tip 
can remain anonymous.  

Aggravated Assault Arrest
Length:  :25
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  8.19.16



Johnson City police arrested 27-year old Christopher Antone and 
charged him with aggravated assault.  Johnson City police say they 
pulled over a car and Antone was in the passenger’s seat.  Police 
discovered there was a warrant for his arrest.  Officers told us he is 
accused of hitting a woman in the face with a water meter cover.  Police 
arrested Antone for the assault and placed his bond at $25,000.

Jewelry Store Robbery
Length:  1:10
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  8.19.16

Police stopped a jewelry heist in the Tri-Cities region.  Johnson City 
police arrested 2 women accused of stealing more than $60,000 in 
diamond rings.  Detectives said it happened sometime before noon 
yesterday at Gregory Isbell Jewelry on East Mountcastle Drive.  Police 
tell us a woman went into the store, asked to see two rings and then ran 
out of the store and jumped into an SUV.  Officers found the SUV on 
Interstate 26 and arrested Tammy Collen and Victoria McGhee.  They 
are charged with theft over $60,000.

Kingsport Shooting
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Josh Jones
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.20.16



One man is in the hospital after a shooting in Kingsport.   Around 8:30 
police received a call of a shooting in the vicinity of Regions Bank and 
the Buffalo Wild Wings restaurant on East Stone Drive.  At this time, 
police do not know the severity of the injuries of the man who was shot 
or the motive behind the shooting.

Lee Apartments Shooting
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Josh Jones
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.20.16

Kingsport police are looking for the person responsible for a shooting 
that happened earlier this week.  Just a few days ago, Kingsport police 
say a man was shot on the side of his neck near Lee Apartments on Dale 
Street.  The victim was treated for non-life threatening injuries but did 
not give details on what the shooter looked like.  

Assault Arrest
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  Josh Jones
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.21.16



A Johnson City man is in jail after police say he hit a man with an iron 
bar.  Earlier this morning police responded to a call at The Library night 
club.  When they arrived, they found T. Luis Serrano chasing a person 
with an iron bar.  When police approached Serrano, he hit the man he 
was chasing.  Serrano is now in the Washington County Detention 
Center.  His arraignment is set for tomorrow.

Buffalo Wild Wings Shooting
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Josh Jones
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.21.16

Kingsport police are investigating a shooting that happened Saturday 
night.  Police received a call of shots fired around Regions Bank and 
Buffalo Wild Wings on East Stone Drive.  Police tell us one man was 
taken to the hospital.  Police are still looking for the person responsible 
for this shooting.

Virginia State Police Phone Scam
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Josh Jones
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.21.16



Many viewers contacted us concerning a phone scam.  Virginia State 
Police tell us a caller is scamming customers by posing as a member of 
the Internal Revenue Service.  The caller demands payment by 
threatening the person on the other end of the phone.  Police advise if 
you receive a call like this, do not share any of your personal 
information and report it to the Treasure Inspector General.  

Drug Arrests
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.22.16

The Washington County, Tennessee Sheriff’s Office arrested 7 people at 
a Tri-Cities motel on drug charges.  Sheriff Ed Graybeal says deputies 
searched a vehicle at the Fox Motel in Johnson City Saturday and found 
drugs.  Three people inside the car were arrested.  Soon after police 
arrested them, 4 others who were renting a room went to jail.  Police 
said they also found drugs in the room.

Kingsport Shooting
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.22.16



Police are still searching for the person they say shot a man outside a 
Kingsport restaurant.  We told you Saturday at 11 that a man was sent to 
the hospital after the shooting near Buffalo Wild Wings and Regions 
Bank on East Stone Drive.  Police told us today they believe there may 
be more witnesses and they are urging anyone with information to call 
the Kingsport Police Department.

Pomrenke Forfeiture
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Nate Morabito
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.23.16

Former Bristol Virginia Utilities Executive Stacey Pomrenke is asking a 
judge to cut the amount of money she owes by more than $30,000.  She 
says the judge made a clerical error.  Earlier this month, Federal Judge 
James Jones sentenced Pomrenke to serve 34 months in prison and 
ordered her to pay roughly $60,000 in fines and forfeitures.  A jury 
convicted her on several corruption related charges.  In a motion filed 
today, Pomrenke’s attorneys said the judge should reduce Pomrenke’s 
forfeiture amount by 93% to $2400.

Officer DUI Arrest
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphics



Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.23.16

Tennessee State Troopers arrested a Tri-Cities police officer for driving 
under the influence.  THP says troopers responded to Taco Bell on 
Highway 11-E in Bristol just before 4 in the morning on Monday.  
Troopers were asked to investigate at the request of the Bristol TN 
Police Department.  When troopers arrived, they found a man passed out 
in a car at the drive-thru.  A Bristol TN Police Sergeant confirmed the 
man was a member of the department.  THP charged Matthew Johnson 
with failure to exercise due care, DUI and implied consent.  Troopers 
say Johnson failed a field sobriety test and refused to have his blood 
tested.  Johnson was booked into the Sullivan County Jail.

Kingsport Burglaries
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.24.16

Kingsport police say they are looking for a man they believe stole from 
the same neighborhood several times.  Police sent us photos of the 
suspect in the act in the 300 block of Rolling Drive.  This is in the 
AuraWood Heights neighborhood.  Detectives said this man broke into a 
home and an unlocked vehicle.  Police say the suspect also hit packing 
House Road and Joann Drive.



Pomrenke Request
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Nate Morabito
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  8.25.16

A federal judge denied former Bristol Virginia Utilities executive Stacey 
Pomrenke’s request to slash the amount of money she has to forfeit.  
Earlier this month, Judge James Jones sentenced her to serve almost 3 
years in prison and ordered her to pay around $60,000 in fines and 
forfeitures.  In a motion earlier this week, Pomrenke’s attorneys said the 
judge should reduce the amount by more than $30,000, the equivalent of 
93%.  The judge formally denied the request today.

Sexual Exploitation Charge
Length:  :40
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.25.16

Investigators charged a man they say had thousands of images of child 
pornography.  Kingsport police arrested and charged Kevin Jones last 
night.  Police say a tip from the National Center for Missing and 
Exploited Children launched the investigation.  Officers said Jones 
admitted he had more than 5,000 images of child porn on a flash drive.  



Unicoi Marijuana
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.25.16

Investigators want to know who planted nearly 300 marijuana plants in 
Unicoi County.  State troopers found them while flying a helicopter over 
2 separate fields.  Sheriff Mike Hensley told us the plants are worth 
nearly half a million dollars.  Tonight, those plants went up in smoke, 
burned by the sheriff’s office.  No arrests have been made. 

Sex Offender Roundup
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  8.26.16

Operation Crockett netted 9 arrests and uncovered multiple weapons.  
Federal, state and local agencies combed Greene County in the sex 
offender compliance check.  Investigators conducted the operation to 
ensure sex offenders were following the guidelines of the sex offender 
registry in Tennessee.  The 2 day operation, conducted Wednesday and 
Thursday, included 65 compliance checks.  You can find the names and 



charges of those arrested on our website.  During Operation Crockett 
officers seized 18 firearms, a large amount of ammunition and drugs.

Rocks Thrown at Cars
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Curtis McCloud
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.27.16

Investigators in Greene County are warning drivers to be alert.  They say 
they have multiple reports of rocks being thrown at cars driving along 
area roadways.  Investigators tell us 2 vehicles were hit along Blue 
Springs Parkway between Lakeshore Park and Black Road.  

Domestic Assault Charge
Length:  :40
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Curtis McCloud
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.28.16

A Greeneville man faces multiple charges after police say he threatened 
his wife with a gun.  The woman told police James Cobble threatened to 
shoot her.  Investigators charged him with aggravated domestic violence.  
Investigators say they found a glass pipe in his pocket while searching 
him.  They also charged Cobble with possession of drug paraphernalia.



Hawkins County Escapees
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.29.16

Investigators continue their search for the men who escaped from the 
Hawkins County Jail.  The sheriff’s office is trying to find Timothy Rose 
and Derek Short.  In June, officers arrested Rose at a home on Charley 
Street in Church Hill.  They say they found 390 grams of 
methamphetamine and $17,000.  Short was booked into jail a month ago 
for several charges including assault.  Sheriff Ronnie Lawson told us the 
two escaped around 3 this afternoon.  

Inmate Search
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.30.16

The Hawkins County Sheriff’s Office says it has both escapees in 
custody.  Sheriff Ronnie Lawson tells us Timothy Rose is back in 
custody.  He’s one of two inmates who climbed a fence at the jail 
yesterday and ran away.  Officers found Derek Short at East Ridge 



Apartments in Rogersville this afternoon.  They say he had a broken 
ankle, cuts and bruises.  

Manhunt
Length:  1:45
Format:  Graphic – Live – Voice Over
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.30.16

A manhunt for a jail escapee intensified tonight.  Timothy England 
broke out of the Washington County, TN Jail this morning.  
Investigators consider the man dangerous.  England was a federal inmate 
awaiting trial on bank robbery charges.  The FBI and US Marshals 
Service joined the hunt for England this evening.  Investigators have 
been going door to door in the Old Gray Station Road area in their 
efforts to capture England.  They are also using helicopters in their 
search efforts.

Pomrenke
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Nate Morabito
Show:  Noon
Air Date:  8.31.16



Former Bristol Virginia Utilities Chief Financial Officer Stacey 
Pomrenke will report to prison late next month.  Court documents reveal 
she received word last week that she is to report to prison in West 
Virginia on September 20.  We found out she’s asking a judge to push 
that date back to September 26.  In court documents, she says she needs 
her husband, Judge Kurt Pomrenke to drive her to prison.  She tells the 
judge her husband will be tied up attending to his district judge duties on 
the day of September 20.  

Attempted Murder Arrest
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  8.31.16

Kingsport police say the search for a suspected shooter is over.  
Kingsport police tell us the U.S. Marshals Service captured 33-year old 
Kerrieth Deshaun Price in New York.  Police charged him with criminal 
attempt to commit first degree murder.  The arrest stems from a shooting 
investigation on East Stone Drive in Kingsport nearly 2 weeks ago.  
Investigators tell us Price is accused of shooting another man in a 
parking lot in retaliation over a past argument.  

Rocks Thrown at Cars
Length:  :45
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over  - Sound Byte
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm



Air Date:  8.31.16

Investigators in Greene County say another person contacted them after 
cars were damaged by debris thrown from a vehicle.  Officers say debris 
was thrown at two vehicles traveling along Blue Springs Parkway near 
Black Road on Friday.  Today, the sheriff’s office said it was contacted 
by another person who said the same thing happened to them.  

Hawkins County Inmates
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over – Graphics
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.31.16

A short lived escape from the Hawkins County Jail results in charges 
against 7 people.  That includes additional charges placed against 5 
inmates.  Monday, the Hawkins County Sheriff’s Office says Timothy 
Rose and Derek Short escaped by climbing over a fence at the jail.  
Officers captured Rose last night in Kingsport and Short earlier in the 
day.  Both face additional charges of escape.  The sheriff’s office says 
three jail inmates helped them escape.  The trio is being charged with 
facilitating escape.  Ashlei Shanks and Timothy Trott are accused of 
helping Short hide from investigators.  Now, they’re in jail charged with 
accessory after the fact.  Detectives say they found Short hiding in 
Shanks’ apartment under a pile of clothes and bed sheets.



Timothy England Search
Length:  1:30
Format:  Live – Graphics – Voice Over
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.31.16

For another night, local and federal agents are still actively searching for 
a man considered dangerous.  Timothy England was in the Washington 
County TN Jail awaiting trial on bank robbery charges.  He escaped 
Tuesday morning.  Detectives say they are tracking every lead.  Multiple 
agencies are working around the clock to put England back behind bars.  
England is known to have local ties throughout our region.  Investigators 
are asking everyone to remain alert and if they see anything suspicious 
to call them.  They are also advising people to keep their doors and cars 
locked.  There is a $5,000 reward for information leading to England’s 
arrest.  

Bales Guilty Plea
Length:  1:35
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.1.16

The family of a teen who pleaded guilty to vehicular homicide gave 
emotional testimony today in court.  Ira Bales entered the plea in a 
Washington County courtroom.  A grand jury indicted him in January.  
Investigators say he was driving a car that hit a tree and exploded in 



December.  It happened along Carroll Creek Road.  19-year old Tanner 
Wolfe died in the crash.  The Washington County Sheriff’s Office says 
Bales admitted to drinking before the crash happened.  The judge 
sentenced him to 6 months in jail.  After serving that sentence, he will be 
placed on supervised probation for the next 8 years.  Ira Bales is the son 
of Dr. Richard Bales, Superintendent of Johnson City Schools.  Dr. 
Bales said today, “When the accident happened, I was out of town and 
my wife called me and told me Ira had been in a bad crash.  But we 
thought it was just Ira and before I left to come home, I laid down to 
pray for an hour.  But I didn’t know Tanner was involved, so I didn’t 
pray for Tanner or anyone else.  I want to apologize for that.”  The court 
also ordered Bales to be tested for drugs before he goes to jail.  If drugs 
are found in his system he must serve an 8 year sentence.

England Search
Length:  1:45
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic – Sound Byte – Live
Reporter:  Callie Durham
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.1.16

A possible sighting of an escapee is reported tonight in Washington 
County, TN.  Someone reported they saw Timothy England.  England 
escaped from the Washington County jail Tuesday.  Throughout the 
evening deputies and the U.S. Marshals Service searched a wooded area 
off Greyland Drive and Old Gray Station Road.  England was awaiting 
trial on bank robbery charges.  Investigators consider England 
dangerous.  They continue to advise residents to keep their homes and 
cars locked.



Kingsport Robbery
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Curtis McCloud
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.3.16

Kingsport police are asking for your help to find a man who robbed a 
convenience store.  Police say the robbery happened at Zoomers 
Thursday night.  The clerk told police the robber threatened to shoot her 
if she did not give him money.

Greeneville Shooting Investigation
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Curtis McCloud
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.4.16

The Greene County Sheriff’s Office is investigating a shooting that sent 
one man to the hospital.  Greene County Sheriff Pat Hankin tells us the 
shooting happened Saturday at a home on Stephen Brookes Road.  
Investigators say the shooting happened after a fight at a cookout.  25-
year old Josh Bryant suffered a gunshot wound to the arm.  Investigators 
have not made any arrests.



Drug Arrest
Length:  :35
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Curtis McCloud
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.4.16

A Johnson City man is behind bars after police found drugs and 
paraphernalia in his car.  Police charged Tyler Routh with drug 
possession Sunday morning.  Police pulled him over for driving with no 
lights.  That’s when they say they found marijuana, pills and 
methamphetamine.  Routh goes to court Tuesday.

England Captured
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.6.16

Timothy England is back behind bars.  Federal agents say the 
Washington County Jail escapee was arrested in Royal Oak, Michigan 
on Friday, September 2.  

Eric Azotea New Attorney
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over



Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.6.16

A judge ordered another attorney to take over the case of a man accused 
in a Carter County double murder.  The judge removed Azotea’s current 
attorney, Steve Finney, from the case.  The judge issued the ruling 
because Finney had prosecuted Azotea in another case several years ago.  
Gene Scott is now Azotea’s lead attorney.  Azotea is accused in the 
April 2015 murders of Art Gibson and Amber Terrell.  Investigators say 
he cut up their bodies before trying to burn them at his home on 
Woodland Drive.

Stabbing Investigation
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.7.16

Johnson City police say a man was stabbed and cut multiple times, and 
tonight, police have a suspect in custody.  Police say the stabbing 
happened at Almeda Apartments on North Roan Street.  Police arrived at 
the scene shortly before 8 this evening.  Emergency teams transported 
the man to an area hospital.  Police tell us they are interviewing a 
woman who is a suspect in the case – however, she has not yet been 
charged.



Timothy England Charges
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over – Graphics
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.7.16

An escapee from the Tri-Cities faces more charges tonight.  Detectives 
arrested Timothy England on Friday.  They say he tried to attack an 
officer during his arrest in Michigan.  The Royal Oak police officer said 
England was trying to inject himself with drugs in a parking lot.  The 
officer says England tried to stab him with the syringe during his arrest.  
Police used a taser to capture him.  England is now charged with assault 
on an officer and drug possession.  

Howard Arrest
Length:  :35
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.7.16

State agents arrested a woman for stealing $300,000 from a Tri-Cities 
attorney’s office.  The TBI says it began its investigation into Emilee 
Howard in February.  Detectives say she was an administrative assistant 
for Attorney David Crockett.  Investigators say she stole the money over 
a 5 year period.  Howard surrendered to police today.



Dentist Office Robbery
Length:  :25
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.8.16

Greeneville police arrested a man they say tried to rob a dentist office 
for drugs.  Police responded to Dr. James Gamble Dentistry on Spencer 
Street this morning.  The receptionist told police a man walked in with a 
gun and asked for medication.  Police arrested Douglas Peterson and 
charged him with attempted robbery and possession of a firearm while 
committing a felony.

Erick Jones, Jr.
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  9.9.16

The man charged with the deaths of 2 young Greeneville sisters now 
faces an assault charge he picked up while behind bars.  In August, 
District Attorney General Dan Armstrong said he is seeking the death 
penalty in the case of Erick Eugene Jones, Jr.  He is accused in the 2014 
deaths of 13 month old Kynsleigh Easterly and 2 month old Trinity 



Tweed.  This month, a grand jury indicted Jones for aggravated assault.  
He is accused of assaulting another inmate at the Greene County Jail.  

Deanna Hays
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  9.9.16

A grand jury recently indicted the former Blue Plum Festival Director 
for theft.  Court records reveal Deanna Hays began writing checks to 
herself back in September.  Police said she drained nearly $50,000 from 
the bank account of “Friends of Olde Downtowne.”  Hays is set to be 
arraigned September 23.

Greene County Murder Trial
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.13.16

A man accused in a double murder will once again stand trial in Greene 
County.  A judge declared a mistrial in the case today.  James Douglas 
Black is one of three people charged with the deaths of Cortney 
Thompson and Terrence Stewart.  The judge declared a mistrial because 



a witness said he met Black while bother were serving jail time.  A man 
found the bodies of Thompson and Stewart in March 2012 under the 
Newport Bridge on Highway 321 in Greene County.  Christopher Jones 
was sentenced to 35 years for the murders.  Tabitha Whitlock has not yet 
been tried.  A judge reset Black’s trial for January.

Solicitation of a Minor
Length:  :25
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  9.15.16

A 25-year old man pleads guilty for using an electronic communication 
device to solicit a minor and expose himself to a child under the age of 
15.  Christopher Keith Kiser pleaded guilty in Wise County Circuit 
Court today.  A judge will determine how many years he will serve in 
prison.  His sentencing is set for December 15.

TVA Credit Union Scam
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter;  Curtis McCloud
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.18.16



The Knoxville TVA Credit Union is warning customers to be on the 
lookout for a suspicious text message.  Some customers report receiving 
a text asking for personal information.  The last part of the message tells 
the user to contact the number that does not belong to the credit union.  
The TVA Credit Union is reminding customers that it will never ask for 
sensitive information over the phone.

Johnson City Shooting
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.20.16

Johnson City police say they still have made no arrests after someone 
was shot at a public housing complex.  Police told us it happened just 
after 3 this afternoon at Carver Apartments on Washington Avenue.  
Police say one person was shot and is expected to recover.  

Sequoyah Drive Shooting
Length:  :40
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.20.16



Johnson City police made an arrest in a shooting on Sequoyah Drive.  
Police said this evening they found a man in a driveway with a gunshot 
wound to the chest and arm.  He is in stable condition tonight.  Police 
tell us the man’s wife, Mary Winter, confessed to the shooting.  Officers 
charged her with attempted first degree murder.

Johnson City Shooting – Police Briefing
Length:  1:25
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  Noon
Air Date:  9.21.16

This morning, police said their hunt continues for the triggerman in a 
shooting at Carver Apartments on Washington Avenue.  The shooting 
happened around 3 Tuesday afternoon.  One person suffered a gunshot 
wound to the leg and is out of the hospital today.  The investigation led 
police to a van they stopped in the downtown area.  Police said they 
found the victim inside the van.  Around the same time in another part of 
the city, police stopped a car with two suspects inside.  Police arrested 
James Davis and Spencer Moore and charged them with attempted first 
degree murder and aggravated robbery.  Investigators think Tuesday’s 
gunfire could be tied to a shooting incident on September 8 at Orleans 
Terrace Apartments.  Police identified another suspect in the case as 
Joseph Anderson.  Investigators believe he pulled the trigger in the 
Tuesday shooting.  Once captured, he will be charged with attempted 
murder and aggravated robbery.

Carver Shooting



Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  9.22.16

Three men charged with attempted murder in connection to a Johnson 
City shooting this week appeared in court this morning.  Joseph 
Anderson, James Davis, and Spencer Moore are each charged with 
attempted first degree murder and aggravated robbery.  Police arrested 
the trio after a man was shot at Carver Apartments on Washington 
Avenue in Johnson City.  The three suspects were arraigned this 
morning in Jonesborough and are due back in court September 29.

Child Exploitation Arrest
Length:  :45
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  9.22.16

An undercover investigation by the Sullivan County Sheriff’s Office 
resulted in the arrest of a man in a child exploitation case.  A detective 
began communicating with 44-year old Anthony Mareda through text 
messages posing as a 17-year old girl.  Investigators tell us Mareda 
offered to meet the teen to have sex.  During the course of the 
investigation, detectives tell us Mareda offered $70 to have sex with the 
juvenile at Wal-Mart in Bristol, Tennessee.  When he arrived to meet the 
person he thought was a teen, Sullivan County Detectives were waiting 



to arrest him.  He is charged with solicitation of aggravated statutory 
rape.  His bond is $70,000.

Scott Craig
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  9.22.16

A Washington County, Tennessee man will now be labeled a child 
predator for life.  Scott Craig pleaded guilty to two counts of rape of a 
child.  He was already in prison serving time for another sex crime when 
two new victims came forward.  Craig will serve 25 years in prison as a 
result.  He previously pleaded guilty to 2 counts of attempted child rape 
in 2012.

First Degree Murder Arrest
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  9.23.16

Police made an arrest in connection to a homicide in Buchanan County, 
Virginia.  The Buchanan County Sheriff’s Office arrested 31-year old 
William Hagy on Thursday and charged him with first degree murder.  



Deputies say he shot and killed his father, John Hagy, Jr.  His body was 
found in a family cemetery on August 26.  

Monarch Apartments Stabbing
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.23.16

One man is in jail following an early morning stabbing at Monarch 
Apartments in Johnson City.  Police responded to the apartments on 
University Parkway just before 5am.  Police arrested 21-year old Samuel 
Cauthren and charged him with aggravated assault.  

Mario Keene Verdict
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.23.16

A jury found a man guilty of murder in the death of a Greene County 
man.  A jury brought in from Hamblen County returned the verdict 
against Mario Keene.  The jury found him guilty of first degree murder.  
He is one of two suspects charged with the 2014 murder of Donald 
Gunther.  Keene will learn his punishment on October 21.



Interstate 81 Chase
Length:  :50
Format:  Graphics
Reporter:  Curtis McCloud
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.25.16

Investigators make 2 arrests in a high speed chase on Interstate 81 in 
Washington County, Virginia that happened Friday night.  Investigators 
arrested Alexander Milne and Carson Harr.  They say Milne was behind 
the wheel and he’s facing multiple charges including possession of 
marijuana and hit and run.  Carson Harr, the passenger, faces charges of 
possession of a firearm by a felon.  Washington County deputies tried to 
stop their car for reckless driving and a signal violation on Friday night.  
The car did not stop.  It was traveling nearly 90 miles an hour when it hit 
a guardrail and another car before crashing on the side of the interstate.

Pomrenke
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.26.16

Today, former Bristol Virginia Utilities Executive Stacey Pomrenke 
began her sentence at Federal Prison Camp Alderson in West Virginia.  



According to the Federal Bureau of Prisons, Pomrenke arrived at the 
facility Monday evening.  Pomrenke will serve nearly 3 years for 
convictions related to the on-going corruption investigation at Bristol 
Virginia Utilities.

Blanchard
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.26.16

A Greeneville teen will spend 30 years in prison for killing his father.  
Eighteen year old Zachary Blanchard pleaded guilty today to second 
degree murder.  Jury selection for his trial was set to begin today.  
Investigators say Blanchard was 16 when he shot 36-year old Robert J. 
Blanchard at their home in Greene County in 2014.  Police say he took 
his father’s van, money, guns and ammunition and headed to Myrtle 
Beach with three other teens.  Police arrested them in South Carolina 
after a 10-hour manhunt.  Police said the other teens joined Blanchard 
after the shooting.  Juvenile court handled their cases.

General Mills Possible Arson
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.27.16



Johnson City police are now treating a fire at an historic downtown 
building as arson.  We brought you the breaking news about the fire at 
the old General Mills building on Sunday.  Today, investigators said 
they are still speaking with witnesses to find out how the fire started.  
Detectives told us since the building does not have electricity, that’s a 
good indicator someone intentionally caused the fire.  

Prostitution Arrests
Length:  :40
Format:  Graphics
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.27.16

Police in the Tri-Cities region made several arrested related to 
prostitution.  They say one of those arrests involves a Virginia State 
Police Trooper.  Bristol Virginia police arrested 6 men on charges of 
solicitation of prostitution.  Police arrested all between September 15 
and Tuesday night.  Undercover detectives said they made the arrests 
after they responded to ads placed on the Craigslist website.  Virginia 
State Police told us Randy Osborne of Abingdon is one of its troopers.  
VSP placed him on suspended leave pending the outcome of the 
investigation.  He is due in court October 13.

Deputy Charged with Murder
Length:  1:15
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte



Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  7:30pm
Air Date:  9.28.16

A Carter County deputy is charged with murder in North Carolina.  
Today, two arrest warrants were issued for Joshua Hopkins out of Ashe 
County on charges of second degree murder and assault with a deadly 
weapon with intent to kill.  The charges stem from the 2015 shooting 
death of Dallas Shatley.  Investigators say Shatley suffered a fatal 
gunshot wound after deputies responded to a domestic disturbance call 
at his home.  Hopkins will surrender to investigators in Ashe County this 
evening.

ETSU Rally Disruption
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  7:30pm
Air Date:  9.28.16

A student caused a disruption at a Black Lives Matter rally on the 
campus of East Tennessee State University.  Tonight, that student faces 
charges.  Rally participants say the student, dressed as a gorilla, 
distributed bananas to participants of the rally.  ETSU police arrested 
Tristan Rettke.  The school placed the freshman on suspension.  Police 
charged him with civil rights intimidation.



Drug Charges
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  7:30pm
Air Date:  9.28.16

Four teens at Science Hill High School face drug charges.  Johnson City 
police say some students took LSD, also known as acid, at school.  
Emergency teams responded to check the welfare of the students.  Police 
say they seized more than 100 hits of LSD, 11 grams of marijuana and 
$149.  Police released the teens to their parents.  They appear in juvenile 
court October 7.

Kidnapping Suspect Search
Length:  1:30
Format:  Graphics – Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.28.16

Federal, state and local agents are looking for a man they say kidnapped 
a 13-year old girl.  Detectives are trying to find the suspect and the girl 
tonight in Greene County.  The Greene County Sheriff’s Office says it is 
working with the FBI and Tennessee Bureau of Investigation to find 
Kenneth Whitehead and Harley Hopper.  This stems from a missing 
child case in Dent County, Missouri.  Investigators say 22-year old 
Whitehead kidnapped 13-year old Hopper.  Tonight, they are believed to 
be in the Paint Creek area of Greene County.  The sheriff’s office said 



one of its deputies found a car in a remote area with 2 people inside.  
When he called for help, the two people ran.  Missouri investigators say 
a witness say Hopper leave the girl’s home and get in Whitehead’s car 
before being spotted in Greene County.  

Stumbo Sentencing
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over
Reporter:  Allie Hinds
Show:  7pm
Air Date:  9.29.16

A Tri-Cities man convicted of rape and kidnapping will spend 60 years 
behind bars.  A judge sentenced Larry Stumbo today.  Sullivan County 
District Attorney Barry Staubus says Stumbo is not eligible for parole.  
Investigators say in February 2014, Stumbo held his victim at gunpoint 
inside her home before raping and robbing her.  

Josh Hopkins
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Sydney Cameron
Show:  7:30pm
Air Date:  9.29.16

The Carter County Deputy charged with second degree murder is out of 
jail tonight on a $250,000 bond.  Joshua Hopkins appeared in Ashe 



County, North Carolina court today.  Hopkins is charged in a 2015 fatal 
shooting.  At the time, he served as an Ashe County deputy.  Hopkins 
will remain on paid administrative leave in Carter County pending the 
outcome of the case.

Tristan Rettke
Length:  1:10
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  7:30pm
Air Date:  9.29.16

A student at ETSU charged with civil rights intimidation made his first 
appearance in court today.  Tristan Rettke is accused of disrupting a 
Black Lives Matter rally on the ETSU campus on Wednesday.  During 
his arraignment, the judge said Rettke told police he wanted to provoke 
protestors at the demonstration.  Rettke is free after posting a $10,000 
bond Wednesday night.  He returns to court November 9.

Prostitution Arrest
Length:  :25
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.29.16



Police arrested a Tri-Cities man as part of a prostitution sting in west 
Knoxville.  Police say they arrested seven men at a hotel after the 
suspects agreed to pay for sex.  Investigators say the suspects responded 
to a posting on backpage.com.  Fifty-seven year old Richard 
Montgomery of Johnson City is one of the people arrested.

False Report
Length:  :25
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  Noon
Air Date:  9.30.16

Johnson City Police arrested 22-year old Zackery Toney and charged 
him with filing a false report.  Investigators say Toney went to the 
Johnson City Medical Center on September 27 with a gunshot wound to 
his leg.  Toney told police he was shot while walking near the Cherry 
Street parking lot.  Detectives say that turned out to be not true.  Toney 
was jailed on $5,000 bond.

EDUCATION

Upward Bound
Length:  1:45
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Kasey Marler
Show:  5pm



Air Date:  7.1.16

A program at East Tennessee State University allows high school 
students to practice going to college before they actually go to college.  
It’s called Upward Bound.  Area high school students get ready for 
college life by living the college life.  The program began in 1982.  It 
serves 261 students from 14 high schools in the area.  It begins during 
the students’ freshman year of high school.  Students must meet 
eligibility requirements like their parents did not graduate from college.  
After a monthly program during the school year, students live on 
campus during the month of June.  They study in college classrooms, but 
take high school classes.  

ETSU Pharmacy Dean
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  7.1.16

East Tennessee State University’s Gatton College of Pharmacy’s new 
dean is on the job for the first time today.  Doctor Debbie Byrd comes to 
ETSU from the University of Tennessee College of Pharmacy and is an 
east Tennessee native.  Byrd was asked what attracted her to the Gatton 
College of Pharmacy, “The quality is the main thing in terms of 
education this is not what you expect to see in a relatively new 
program.”  Byrd succeeds Doctor Larry Calhoun who retired from the 
role on June 30th after serving as dean since the college opened in 2005.



Washington County New Director of Schools
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  7.1.16

Kimber Halliburton is hitting the ground running on her first official day 
as the new Washington County Director of Schools.  Halliburton 
recently made the move from Nashville to the Tri-Cities and tells us 
she’s excited to be in northeast Tennessee and work towards improving 
education in Washington County.  Halliburton says in addition to 
academic, social and emotional learning, she is dedicated to using tax 
payer dollars efficiently by ensuring that schools are investing in ways 
that will provide the most improvement in students learning.

UT Lawsuit Settlement
Length 1:00
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  7.5.16

The University of Tennessee agreed to settle a federal lawsuit accusing 
the athletics department of a hostile sexual environment.  The lawsuit 
relates to UT’s ability to remain complaint with Federal Title 9 
regulations.  The attorney representing the 8 people who filed the suit 



said tonight he and his clients accepted the nearly $2.5 million 
settlement from the school.  The attorney said they believe UT has made 
significant progress in how it responds to sexual assault and misconduct 
cases.  The lawsuit blamed head football coach Butch Jones and others 
for mishandling and covering up certain crimes, including rape.  The 
settlement still has to be approved by a judge.  As part of the settlement, 
UT agreed to make enhancements to its Title 9 program.  

TN Promise Volunteers
Length:  :35
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  7.6.16

Tennessee state parks are offering volunteer events across the state to 
help Tennessee promise scholars log community service hours.  All of 
the state parks in Tennessee are offering Volunteer events on Saturday, 
July 23.  Tennessee Promise, part of Governor Haslam’s Drive to 55 
initiatives to increase the number of Tennesseans with a post-secondary 
credential to 55% by 2025, provides tuition-free community and 
technical college to recent high school graduates.  All Tennessee 
Promise students are required to complete 8 hours of community service 
by August 1.

TN Standardized Testing
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Graphics
Reporter:  John Price



Show:  11pm
Air Date:  7.6.16

Tennessee offered a $60 million contract to a company to administer the 
state’s standardized testing.  The company still has to accept the offer.  
The Tennessee Department of Education has its sights set on Questar.  
The $60 million contract would last for 2 years.  If Questar accepts, 
students in 3 through 8 grades would take tests on paper and pencil in 
the upcoming school year.  

VA Education Committees
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  7.6.16

Virginia’s Governor says some southwest Virginia educators will help 
shape the state’s education standards.  Virginia Governor Terry 
McAuliffe revealed 2 committees today whose primary focus is 
improving schools.  They’re called the School Readiness and SOL 
Innovation Committees.  The SOL group will work to make classrooms 
more innovative.  Karen Cross from Bristol, Virginia and Michael 
Davidson from Marion will serve on that committee.  

Sullivan County Schools
Length:  1:20



Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte – Graphics
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  7.11.16

School leaders in Sullivan County have taken the next major step in 
building some new schools.  Tonight, they chose the architects for the 
multi-million dollar project.  The Sullivan County School Board wants 
to close Sullivan Central, Sullivan North and Sullivan South High 
Schools.  It’s part of a plan to consolidate and build a new high school.  
Another part of the plan calls for building a new middle school as well.  
At tonight’s Sullivan County School Board meeting, we found out 
members picked Kingsport based Cain Rash West as the architect for the 
high school.  Cope Associates in Knoxville will be the architect for the 
middle school.  The school board is spending $90,000 just to get the 
project started with the architects.  In total, the high school project will 
cost $60 million and the middle school will cost $20 million.  The 
project still needs approval from the county commission.  School board 
members tell us they have 5 sites in mind each for the high and middle 
school.

Tennessee Testing
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  6:30pm
Air Date:  7.15.16



Education officials say changes in standardized testing in Tennessee are 
expected to reduce testing time for students and teachers by about 30%.  
The state has cut the first part of spring standardized testing to create 
only one assessment window at the end of the school year.  The changes 
stem from the Tennessee Department of Education’s 2-year $60 million 
contract with Questar Assessment, which was finalized Thursday.  The 
changes mean students in grade 3-8 will spend about 3.5 hours less on 
state-mandated standardized testing each year.  High school students 
will also see a cut in year-end tests with a typical 11th grader seeing 
about the same reduction in testing time.  

ETSU Transfer Agreement
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Justin Soto
Show:  6:30pm
Air Date:  7.15.16

Students who transfer from a regional community college to ETSU will 
now be able to get their associate degree as well.  ETSU and Virginia 
Highlands signed an agreement today allowing students who transfer 
from the community college to apply their credits earned at the 
university to an associate degree.  The agreement is designed for 
students who earned at least 15 credits at Virginia Highlands and that 
have earned an overall 60 credits.  

Back to School
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte



Reporter:  Curtis McCloud
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  7.16.16

A Tri-Cities area church hopes to relieve the stress of buying school 
supplies for hundreds of children in the region.  This morning, 
Aldersgate United Methodist Church in Bristol, Tennessee hosted a 
school supply bash.  Families were invited to come and get free supplies 
to get children ready to head back to school.  The church provided 
enough supplies for 200 children.  

Methadone Clinic ETSU
Length:  1:30
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  7.18.16

The President of East Tennessee State University says it is his school’s 
responsibility to find a solution to the region’s drug epidemic.  That is 
the message from a video blog Dr. Brian Noland posted this evening.  
ETSU and Mountain States Health Alliance requested a delay in a 
meeting to rezone land for the sight of their proposed drug treatment 
facility in Gray.  Elected officials are looking for a new location.  Dr. 
Noland says 29,000 people in the area are either addicted to or abusing 
opioids.  He says 150 babies have been born addicted to drugs this year 
at Niswonger Children’s Hospital. 



Weber City Standards of Learning Tests
Length:  1:45
Format:  Live – Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Kristen Quon
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  7.20.16

A Tri-Cities region school administrator intentionally broke the rules for 
administering state mandated tests.  That’s the finding of a just-released 
state investigation.  News Channel 11 obtained the just-released report 
that says the Virginia Department of Education investigated whether 3 
students from Weber City Elementary were moved from 3rd grade back 
to second with only 4 weeks to go before the end of the school year.  
State investigators found one student’s academic records were 
intentionally falsified by an administrator so they did not have to take 
the required state test.  Records reveal someone sent an anonymous 
letter to the state claiming the Weber city Elementary principal 
electronically changed the student’s grade classification after parents 
asked the student be held back.  The state says guidelines required the 
students to take the Virginia exams.  The Scott County School System 
must increase training for their administrators, develop guidelines for 
academic placement and get a new testing coordinator at Weber City 
Elementary.  The Scott County School Board office did not go on 
camera.  The assistant superintendent issued this statement to News 
Channel 11, “Scott County Schools is aware of the allegations and has 
been in full cooperation with the Virginia Department of Education in 
investigating the issue.  With the final irregularity report submitted, we 
will work to take appropriate actions.”  It is not clear at this time if 
anyone has faced corrective action.  According to Virginia law, the 
school board can suspend or revoke a person’s teaching license if they 
knowingly and willfully commit an SOL testing violation.



Kingsport Schools Meals
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Justin Soto
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  7.21.16

Starting August 1, Kingsport City Schools will implement the 
Community Eligibility Program.  CEP will allow high poverty schools to 
offer breakfast and lunch at no charge for qualifying students.  Sullivan 
County identified six schools that have the most students certified for 
need based programs.  Those schools include Jackson, Johnson, 
Kennedy, Lincoln and Roosevelt Elementary Schools.  Sevier Middle 
School also qualified.  No application is required.  Students who have 
been on need based programs before will be offered this meal assistance.  
The federal government will reimburse Kingsport City Schools for 90% 
of the meals.

Kingsport City Schools Hall of Fame
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  7.26.16

Kingsport City Schools took time out of preparations for the upcoming 
year to honor special educators.  The school system inducted the 2016 



Class of the Kingsport City Schools Hall of Fame.  Margaret Bays, Lib 
Dubney, Bill Hull and Cecil Puckett made up the second group of 
inductees.  The school system established the Hall of Fame last year.  
Each inductee received a plaque and a standing ovation from faculty and 
staff from each Kingsport school.  The four educators inducted today 
boast a combined 167 years in education.

Greene County SRO
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over –Sound Byte
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  7.27.16

A Tri-Cities region school system is trying to fill several school resource 
officer positions.  This comes after the Greene County Sheriff’s Office 
had 4 security guards who were not SRO certified; something the state 
of Tennessee says is illegal.  Now, the sheriff’s office is working with 
Greene County Schools to get 4 SROs with the proper certification.  
Greene County Schools says it can provide nearly $140,000 to pay for 
the officers.  School officials say they will go to the Greene County 
Commission to request the rest of the money.  One commissioner told us 
granting the request should not be a problem.  The commission will 
decide whether to provide the funding on August 15.

Hawkins County School Buses
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Jordan Moore



Show:  11pm
Air Date:  7.27.16

Just a little more than a week away from school starting, Hawkins 
County Schools says it finally has enough bus drivers.  Transportation 
Director Clifford Bunch told us last month the school system was short 
by 10 bus drivers.  Since then, the system had several people apply and 
take advantage of a free commercial driver’s training course.  Bunch 
said the system is still looking for substitute drivers.

New Back to School Shoes
Length:  1:30
Format:  Package 
Reporter:  Kasey Marler
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  7.29.16

Hundreds of Johnson City School students will return to school in a 
brand new pair of shoes thanks to a very special shoe drive.  Amanda 
Minutolo passed away at the age of 19 from diabetes complications.  She 
had a passion for shoes.  Now, her memory lives on with the 2nd Annual 
Amanda Minutolo Shoe Drive.  Shelves of brand new shoes fill a room 
at Johnson City Schools Central Office.  Shoes are still being collected 
for students in Kindergarten through 12th grade.  The shoes will go to 
some of the more than 630 students in the Homeless Education Program.  
The homeless coordinator of the school system says it helps the kids fit 
in.  In honor of what would have been Amanda Minutolo’s 21st birthday, 
the family is challenging each school in Johnson City to donate 21 pairs 



of new shoes to the shoe drive.  You can drop off donations at Southside 
Elementary School and the Johnson City Schools Central Office.

Teacher School Supplies
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Kristen Quon
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  7.29.16

People across Tennessee will wake up tomorrow ready to shop tax free.  
That includes teachers who have to use their own money to buy supplies 
for the classroom.  There’s 2 more days left of the sales tax holiday.  
This allows anyone to buy a computer under $1500 tax free.  Clothing 
and school supplies are also eligible if each item is under $100.  Some 
teachers in the Tri-Cities spend thousands of dollars around this time just 
to make sure their students have what they need for class.  The state 
provides teachers money to spend on school supplies, but some school 
leaders in our region says that’s still not enough.  One teacher we spoke 
with spends on average $1,000 out of her own pocket each year on 
supplies for her classroom and students.  According to a study by the 
National School Supply Association, on average, teachers spend $500 of 
their own money every year to turn their teaching space into the perfect 
learning environment.  Dr. Debra Bentley with Johnson City Schools 
says the state provides each teacher with a minimum of $200 a year.  

Back to School Bash
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte



Reporter:  Josh Jones
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  7.30.16

Thousands gathered today at Elizabethton High School for the school 
system’s Back to School Bash.  The system packed more than 800 
backpacks with school supplies to give away to students.  School 
officials estimate around 3,000 people turned out for the festivities.  

Coalition for Kids
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Josh Jones
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  7.30.16

A non-profit organization in Johnson City is helping nearly 400 kids in 
the Johnson City School System get their school supplies.  The Stuff the 
Bus program is organized by Coalition for Kids.  They asked area Wal-
Mart shoppers to grab a few extra school supplies that they can use for 
the underprivileged children the program serves.  It you did not get to 
take part in today’s Stuff the Bus event, you can also drop by the 
Coalition for Kids office in Johnson City to make a donation.

Back to School Picnic
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte



Reporter:  Josh Jones
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  7.31.16

More than 1500 people came out to Cardinal Park in Johnson City to 
take part in Good Samaritan Ministries’ Back to School Preparation 
Picnic.  The event benefits children in our area who are on free or 
reduced meals during the school year.  Families receiving today’s free 
school supplies are from households that are considered low income.  
Each family received a box of school supplies and clothing as part of the 
event.

School Back in Session
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  Noon
Air Date:  8.1.16

We have a word of warning from police today; school is back in session 
in many parts of the Tri-Cities region.  The Kingsport Police Department 
reminds drivers to obey the law around school zones.  The Kingsport 
City School system kicked off a new year today.  Police say they will 
patrol various school zones across the city.  If you exceed the speed 
limit, do not yield to students in school crossings or do not share the 
road with school buses, police say you will get a ticket.



King University New President
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  Noon
Air Date:  8.1.16

Today marks the first day on the job for King University’s new 
president.  Alexander Whitaker, IV began his tenure as King 
University’s 23rd president.  King’s Board of Trustees approved 
Whitaker for the job on a unanimous vote in March.  President Whitaker 
comes to King from Berry College in Mount Berry, Georgia where he 
served as Chief of Staff and Secretary to the Board of Trustees.

ETSU Meal Plans
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.1.16

Students at East Tennessee State University will return to class by the 
end of the month.  They can expect some big changes inside the DP 
Culp Student Center on campus.  ETSU officials told us it has a new 
food provider and that will bring much needed changes to the center.  
The Market Place on campus will be transformed from a traditional 
dining area to a more modern feel.  It will add more than 250 indoor and 
outdoor seats and give students more options.  The university is 
expecting to feed hundreds more students under the new meal plan 



called anytime dining.  It will be required for first time freshmen living 
on campus.  The cafeteria will be open from 7 in the morning until 
midnight and students with the meal plan can eat as many times as they 
want.  Jean Claude is the new Executive Chef for ETSU dining and is 
one of 63 certified Master Chefs in the United States.  The meal plan 
will be mandatory for all students living on campus by the fall of 2019.  

Boones Creek School
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.2.16

After meeting for several hours tonight hoping to decide the locations 
for a new Tri-Cities school, leaders still have not approved a site.  The 
Washington County Tennessee Board of Education is still in that 
meeting.  Board members have been meeting for 4.5 hours.  The 
discussion was dominated by the selection process for a new Boones 
Creek Middle School.  School leaders say a new school is needed 
because the current facility is getting old and overcrowded.  Three sites 
were presented at tonight’s meeting.  Leaders voted on only one, the 
Williams Property, a site located next to the Ridges Neighborhood.  In 
the middle of roll call, board members began to ask questions, like are 
there any other sites available for the board to consider?  A sit called the 
Hunt Property off Christian Church Road was mentioned.  Board 
members did not come to an agreement.  The architect says as of now, 
the timeline to get a new school open in Boones Creek is fall 2019.  
However a decision needs to be made by the board soon in order to meet 
that date.



David Crockett Lawsuit
Length:  2:00
Format:  Voice Over – Graphics
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.3.16

Some school leaders now face legal action after 4 student athletes were 
suspended in a hazing investigation.  In July 2015, the Washington 
County Tennessee Board of Education began investigating an alleged 
hazing incident at a Christian football camp.  An anonymous e-mail sent 
to administrators said it happened while the David Crockett High School 
football team was at Tennessee Tech University.  A complaint has now 
been filed in circuit court against the school board.  The complaint 
accuses board members of unfair treatment during the investigation.  
According to the complaint, The Washington County Board of 
Education suspended the student without letting the student know 
specifically what they were accused of.  It also says the student was not 
treated fairly during the investigation and was not given a chance to 
appeal.  The complaint also alleges a parent of one of the accused asked 
for a hearing, which was denied.  The legal filing accuses the school 
system of not providing the parents with the correct information in order 
to appeal.  Washington County Attorney Thomas Seeley told us, “The 
County intends to show that the parents were given notice by letter prior 
to the hearing and that the board of education and school system 
followed all applicable laws regarding the disciplinary process.”  The 
school board has not yet filed a response to the complaint.

Virginia Police Student Program



Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Allie Hinds
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  8.4.16

More than 30 police officers have died in the line of duty so far this 
year.  New statistics reveal that is a 44% increase from the number of 
deaths in 2015.  This year in Virginia, schools are launching a program 
called “Give It, Get It.”  Its mission is to build understanding between 
law enforcement and officers and teens.  Washington County, Virginia 
Sheriff Fred Newman says he hopes it helps teens see officers in a better 
light.  “We want people in our region to know that law enforcement 
officers have a tough job to do and you know we are human, it’s not an 
easy task.”  Virginia’s Attorney General Mark Herring says the program 
also educated students about their rights and responsibilities during 
interactions with officers.

Band Practice Field
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  8.4.16

Dobyns Bennett’s marching band will soon have a freshly paved 
practice field.  Kingsport’s Board of Education approved a $400,000 
project that will repave the field and also allow for more parking.  
Assistant Superintendent Andy True says after years of use, the 



improvements are long overdue.  School leaders hope the project will be 
complete by early fall.

Milligan Work Day
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  8.5.16

Milligan College faculty members did not let the soggy weather stop 
them from sprucing up campus to welcome back students.  Faculty 
rolled up their sleeves for their annual work day.  They helped put the 
final bricks in place in a plaza honoring the college’s 150th anniversary.  
They also pitched in to help landscaping and housekeeping crews with 
mulching and cleaning up sidewalks.  They even added a fresh coat of 
paint to some classrooms.  Students begin moving in next week and 
classes begin August 17th at Milligan College.

ETSU Fine Arts Center
Length: :45
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  8.5.16



A nearly $10 million gift from the City of Johnson City puts ETSU’s 3 
decade dream of building a fine arts center on campus a step closer to 
reality.  Johnson City commissioners approved the multi-million dollar 
contribution last night.  This follows weeks of discussion to work out a 
deal between the university and the city to allow the city to use the 
center a certain number of days each year.  The university must still 
raise nearly $2.5 million for the project.  President Dr. Brian Noland will 
present the renderings to the state building commission in Nashville for 
final approval.

ETSU Drug Abuse 
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.5.16

ETSU wants to let people know it is still finding other ways to battle 
drug abuse in the region.  We told you in April that ETSU would create 
the Center for Prescription Drug Abuse Prevention and Treatment.  
Now, the university wants to show how in the past 3 months it has made 
progress in the drug abuse battle.  ETSU will host an event a week from 
tonight to show the work being performed at the center.  It begins at 11 
next Friday morning at the D-P Culp University Center.  The event is 
free and open to the public.

Child Study Center at ETSU
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package



Reporter:  Sydney Cameron
Show:  7pm
Air Date:  8.8.16

An East Tennessee State University program is back in good standing 
after facing potential staff and pay cuts that were supposed to go into 
effect last month.  Parents and staff came together to help the Child 
Study Center bring in new revenue.  Parents pushed for the creation of a 
parent council to find solutions before cuts went into effect.  With the 
council’s help, the center increased enrollment by 30-35%.  The council 
also helped to increase revenue by starting an after-care program at 
University School.  The center was also able to get on track financially 
after some teachers retired, resigned or were transferred to other 
positions within the university.  ETSU says it does not plan on having 
any lay-offs at the center this year.  

ETSU OBGYN Program
Length:  2:30
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Nate Morabito
Show:  7:30pm
Air Date:  8.8.16

The Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical Education alerted 
ETSU’s Department of Obstetrics-Gynecology just last week about its 
continued probationary status.  The program was put on probation last 
August.  The Council says ETSU’s OBGYN residents are not getting the 
absolute best education.  The Council first raised concerns in 2015, 
citing more than a dozen issues, including lack of hands-on experience 



when it comes to actual deliveries, insufficient instruction and 
supervision and fear of retaliation when it comes to evaluating faculty.  
ETSU says the department added three new faculty members to address 
the staffing concerns and to secure more delivery experience for 
residents.  The school also changed curriculum and is looking at ways to 
improve communication.  Despite the department’s changes, a letter 
from the Council says the department remains under increased scrutiny 
for many of the same issues.  The Council also raised a new issue.  It 
says in recent years, not enough of the program’s graduates have passed 
the written certification portion of their board exams on the first try.  
The department tells us it is confident it will resolve the probationary 
status within the next 8 months or so.  

Boones Creek School Location
Length:  2:00
Format:  Live – Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Kristen Quon
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.10.16

After years of searching and planning, Boones Creek is one step closer 
to having a brand new K through 8 school.  Tonight, Washington 
County School Board members picked where they want to build that 
new school.  After weeks of debate, they chose the Williams Property 
site, located near the Ridge neighborhood.  The land is estimated to cost 
$1.8 million.  It will cost another $30 million to design and build the 
school.  The vote was 5-4.  The Washington County Tennessee 
Commission still must approve the site on 3 readings.  



Technology in the Classroom
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  8.11.16

Technology is transforming the way students are learning in one Tri-
Cities school district.  Washington County Tennessee’s new director of 
Schools Kimber Halliburton is working to create high-tech classrooms in 
every county school.  Ridgeview Elementary in Johnson City is serving 
as an example of Halliburton’s vision as it features premium sound and a 
clear touch smart panel.  Halliburton says she hopes to equip both the 
proposed Boones Creek Elementary and Jonesborough Elementary 
School with technology as well.  The Washington County Budget 
Committee has already submitted a $640,000 proposal that would put 
clear touch panels in every 4th grade classroom in the district.  That item 
will go before the full commission August 22.

ETSU White Coat Ceremony
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  8.12.16

First year pharmacy students at East Tennessee State University’s Bill 
Gatton College of Pharmacy were recognized today.  The school held a 
white coat ceremony this morning. These students will be the graduating 



class of 2020 and the first class to go through the program with the 
college’s new dean, Dr. Debbie Byrd.

Unicoi County Schools
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  8.12.16

Unicoi County High School students now have a dedicated college 
counselor to assist in the college application process.  Counselor Jodi 
Layne will help students with things like the FAFSA and exploring new 
opportunities, thanks to the Ayers Foundation’s decision to expand into 
Unicoi County.  Director of Schools John English says that currently, 60 
to 70 percent of students from Unicoi County High School go to college 
and he hopes that that number will go up through the program.

Physical Education Requirement
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Sydney Cameron
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  8.12.16

New this school year, Kingsport City Schools is finding new ways to 
help kids be more active in the classroom.  The school system is adding 



more flexible seating that requires students to move around to stay 
balanced.  There are also new physical activity periods where kids can 
walk around to get more exercise.  It’s all in an effort to meet a new state 
mandate that requires more physical activity in school for K-6 graders.  

Christian Storytelling Festival
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Josh Jones
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.13.16

Tonight, Providence Academy hosted the Christian Storytelling Festival 
and concert.  The event kicked off at 7pm.  Those who attended were 
treated with a worship service.  The proceeds from the event will benefit 
the Providence Academy need based annual scholarship fund.

Smyth County Schools Early Dismissal
Length:  :20
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Curtis McCloud
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.14.16

Smyth County Virginia Schools will dismiss 2 hours early tomorrow.  
School officials tell us the early dismissal is due to the high 
temperatures.  



Greene County School Resource Officers
Length:  :55
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  8.16.16

After months of debate, Greene County commissioners voted to fund 
four school resource officers for each high school in the county.  Earlier 
this year, the state pointed out the high school’s security guards were not 
state certified and therefore could not legally be armed on campus as 
they had been for years.  Legally, the resource officers must be state-
certified law enforcement officers, which cost more money.  Last night, 
the commission voted to give nearly $300,000 to fund 4 officers.

ETSU Welcome Week
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.16.16

East Tennessee State University is getting ready for its first week of 
school.  Classes begin Monday.  ETSU says it will bring in the fall 
semester with a week full of games and entertainment for Welcome 
Week.  It begins this Sunday with a barbecue get-together at the D.P. 



Culp University Center.  Everything leads up to an outdoor concert on 
Saturday, August 27.  Award-winning country music artist Billy 
Currington will perform.  The concert is open to the public.

What’s Working – Sensory Room
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Kasey Marler
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  8.19.16

Kingsport City Schools added a whole new way for students to learn 
when they added a sensory room to Andrew Johnson Elementary at the 
beginning of last year.  The room is for students in the Life-Skills 
program.  The room was built a year ago thanks to a grant from the 
Palmer Center.  The $7500 gift nearly covered the cost of the room.  It is 
used by regular education students and special education students.  It can 
be used for reading groups.  A majority of the cost goes into specialized 
material in the classroom.  The equipment focuses on different senses.  

ETSU Board of Regents
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  8.19.16



Monday marks the first day of classes for ETSU students, but many 
administrators are already looking ahead to next year.  The 2017 – 2018 
school year will be the first time the university operates its own 
governing board.  We talked with ETSU President Dr. Brian Noland 
who says this will give the university more flexibility than it’s ever had.  
Noland gave the school’s start date, a date determined by the Tennessee 
Board of Regents as an example.  “We’ve never had the ability to look at 
calendars to meet the needs of east Tennesseans.  So, that’s just one 
small example of thousands of examples that I could provide where 
flexibility will allow us to align the operations of this institution.”  

ETSU Capital Projects
Length:  :55
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:   6pm
Air Date:  8.19.16

A Tri-Cities University says students can expect some changes this year.  
ETSU says it’s working on several campus improvement projects.  One 
of those could include millions of dollars in renovations to some campus 
dorms.  We spoke with ETSU President Dr. Brian Noland today.  He 
told us Tennessee’s General Assembly will likely give ETSU $25 
million to renovate and build an addition to Lamb Hall.  Noland says 
many of the projects currently underway are actually ahead of schedule.  
Noland says ETSU will also break ground on the Performing Arts 
Center sometime this academic year.

ETSU Move in Day



Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  8.19.16

Next week, it’s time for thousands of college students to get back to 
class.  Many elementary and high school students in the Tri-Cities have 
already started school.  On Monday, East Tennessee State University 
will begin fall 2016 semester.  Many college students living on campus 
moved into their temporary homes today.  Be aware that you could see 
more traffic in and around ETSU.  

Boones Creek School 
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.22.16

Local leaders gave approval to move forward and close the deal in plans 
to build a new school.  The vote came tonight in Washington County, 
TN.  Commissioners approved a resolution empowering the county 
mayor to finalize the deal to purchase property for a new school in the 
Boones Creek community.  Two weeks ago, after months of debate, the 
school board chose the so-called Williams Property site next to the 
Ridges neighborhood.  School leaders hope to have the new K-8 school 
pen by the start of the 2019 school year.



Science Hill ACT Scores
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.24.16

Students at Science Hill High School improved their scores on the ACT 
exams.  Johnson City Schools says scores at SHHS rose to an average of 
22.2, which exceeds the state average of 19.9.

ETSU Ropes Course
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  8.29.16

Tomorrow, East Tennessee State University will hold the grand opening 
of its Basler Team Challenge and Aerial Adventure Course.  The course 
is located at the corner of campus that is adjacent to Greenwood Drive.  
After the ceremony, ETSU President Dr. Brian Noland, along with 
students and faculty, will take to the adventure course.  The grand 
opening takes place tomorrow at 4.



McQueen in the Tri
Length:  1:30
Format:  Live – Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan / Allie Hinds
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  8.31.16

During a stop in the Tri-Cities today, Tennessee’s Commissioner of 
Education told us she will not cut any more time from standardized 
testing.  Commissioner Candice McQueen visited Johnson County and 
Science Hill High Schools to get input from students on their high 
school experiences and future plans.  We asked her what the state’s 
future looks  like in terms of standardized testing.  The state recently 
contracted a new vendor for its standardized test after the last one did 
not deliver tests on time.  That ultimately led to the Education 
Department cancelling some of its standardized testing last year.  With 
the new vendor, Tennessee has cut the first part of spring standardized 
testing.  McQueen said, “Ultimately we were able to reduce 30% of all 
testing time and we changed some of the logistics.  So we changed in to 
smaller subparts of the test so the test would fit more appropriately 
inside a class period.”  The recent cut creates only one assessment 
window at the end of the school year.  McQueen told us the state will 
not cut any more from the standardized tests.

ETSU / Wellmont Nursing
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.31.16



East Tennessee State University’s prestigious nursing program could 
now give graduates an extra advantage in finding a job.  ETSU and 
Wellmont Health System announced a new partnership to expand the 
accelerated Bachelor of Science in nursing program.  Wellmont says 
through this, it will give graduates priority consideration for nursing and 
nursing tech jobs.  Students will also be allowed to use on-site training 
labs at Holston Valley Medical Center in Kingsport.  Those labs are 
currently under construction.

ETSU Dining Renovations
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over –Sound Byte
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  9.1.16

East Tennessee State University made major changes to an on campus 
dining center this summer and celebrated with a grand opening today.  
ETSU’s Student Government President says renovations at the Market 
Place Cafeteria were done to make it look more inviting to students and 
provide different options to diners.  It’s the first step in a multi-year 
process to transform the building it’s housed in – The D.P. Culp 
University Center.  ETSU’s dining facilities are now under management 
of Sodexo.

Noland on UT Chancellor
Length:  1:00



Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.1.16

ETSU’s President says he’s not planning on taking a top administrative 
job at the University of Tennessee.  He addressed a rumor today saying 
he was a top candidate for a job as UT’s chancellor.  Current UT 
Chancellor Jimmy Cheeks announced in June he would step down from 
the role.  The chancellor is UT’s chief executive officer who is 
responsible for leading and managing the campus, which includes 
athletics.  When asked today if he had been approached about the job, 
Dr. Brian Noland said he’s too focused on what’s happening in Johnson 
City.  He said, “I’m not on the job market at this point.  I’m focused on 
things that we’re doing here at ETSU.”  

What’s Working – Woodland Elementary
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Kasey Marler
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  9.2.16

Fourth grade students at Woodland Elementary are learning in a whole 
new way thanks to an initiative that puts lap top computers in the hands 
of each student.  Woodland leaders chose to spend more than $60,000 
from their Title I funds to purchase 90 computers.  Johnson City Schools 
Director of Technology Dr. David Timbs says putting computers in the 
hands of the students is helping transform education in Johnson City into 



the digital realm.  This year Woodland Elementary added a pilot 
program for first graders.  Now, all those students will have personal 
laptops as well.

Washington County Schools
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  9.2.16

A K-8 school could be coming to Jonesborough sooner than county 
leaders anticipated.  While building a new school in Boones Creek 
remains a top priority, Washington County TN Mayor Dan Eldridge says 
the county is now also looking into a new plan proposed by Director of 
Schools Kimber Halliburton that could boost the timeline for opening a 
K-8 school in Jonesborough.  The proposal involves demolishing and 
renovating parts of the current Jonesborough Elementary School while 
purchasing land adjacent to that school in order to build an extension.  
Eldridge says this idea is still very early in the process, but if the 
commission moves forward with the idea, he has secured an option price 
with the property owner of $750,000 for the proposed site’s 15 acre 
property.

SHHS Coffee
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm



Air Date:  9.2.16

Science Hill High School students can soon enjoy a cup of coffee on 
campus.  The school is in the process of finishing up a coffee and 
internet café.  It’s called the Hillside Café.  School officials say it’s 
already providing internet access and coffee, tea and lattes are on the 
way.  The shop will also sell Science Hill merchandise.

Sullins Academy
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.5.16

Sullins Academy in Bristol, Virginia will begin celebrating its 50th year 
tomorrow.  The school was founded in 1966 and to celebrate the people 
who are part of its history, the school will acknowledge former faculty 
members.  Students will also perform a preview of their tribute to 
Loretta Lynn.  The full performance will happen during the Bristol 
Rhythm and Roots Reunion later this month.   Tomorrow’s event kicks 
off at 1 O’clock.

ITT Students
Length:  2:00
Format:  Voice Over – Package
Reporter:  Jordan Moore



Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  9.7.16

ITT Educational Services shut down its schools across the nation.  That 
includes a campus right here in Johnson City.  The for-profit facility 
discontinued academic operations at all of its ITT Technical Institutes 
permanently.  Former students told us just a few weeks ago they were 
looking forward to getting back into the classroom.  That changed with 
the email they received from ITT saying, “we have made the very 
difficult decision to discontinue our operations effective immediately.”  
One student we spoke with was just 9 weeks and 3 classes shy of his 
degree.  Now, he says he’s, “stuck in limbo trying to figure out where to 
go to college and what to do if I want to finish my degree.”  ITT says the 
closure of more than 130 campuses left an estimated 8,000 people out of 
work.

ETSU Performing Arts
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.8.16

One of East Tennessee State University’s biggest projects takes a major 
step forward.  The State of Tennessee has given its approval to the 
school’s new performing arts center.  ETSU’s president says the 
Tennessee State Building Commission approved an expansion of the arts 
center this morning.  The $52 million facility was expanded after 
Johnson City commissioners approved an up to $8 million contribution.  



Dr. Brian Noland says the school will break ground in the next year and 
will open the fine arts center in 2019.

Education Secretary
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.13.16

The nation’s top education official stopped by Vance Middle School in 
Bristol, Tennessee today.  U.S. Education Secretary John King is on his 
“Opportunity Across America” tour.  It’s part of an effort to give schools 
access to high speed internet.  King told us he was pleased with how that 
was being applied at Vance Middle School.

College Rankings
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Graphics
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.13.16

The U.S. News and World Report released its rankings of colleges and 
universities around the nation.  That includes rankings for colleges here 
in our region.  The U.S. News and World Report creates its list of 
schools based on graduation rates and student performance.  Among the 



2017 colleges list, U.S. News and World Report made several separate 
categories.  That includes the best regional universities in the south.  In 
our region, Appalachian State ranked the highest on that list at number 
9.  Milligan College ranked 22nd, King University got the 91st spot and 
Tusculum scored at 105.  East Tennessee State did not receive a ranking.  
It did however, rank number 326 in the business programs list.

Elizabethton Super School
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.14.16

A Tri-Cities high school received a $200,000 prize as part of a national 
competition.  Students at Elizabethton High say they participated in the 
“X-Q Super School Project.”  Schools from all over the country 
presented their ideas to improve education and Elizabethton made it into 
the final phase.  It didn’t win the top prize of $10 million but it still got a 
nice payout.  Each student involved in the project will receive a $1,000 
scholarship for college.

Washington County Schools Changes
Length:  1:15
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  9.15.16



A proposal to rezone school districts in Washington County Tennessee 
is set to go before the county’s commission in October.  If the new 
proposed map passes, it could mean changes to who will represent your 
district on the board of education.  A Washington County commission 
committee has been meeting for the last few months to discuss changes 
to county district lines.  Multiple board of education members said they 
are not in favor of rezoning.  Board of Education Chair Jack Leonard 
says he believes the proposed map is not equally divided and hopes the 
commission will hear the board’s concerns and will not alter the current 
school district map until a new census is conducted in 2020.

What’s Working – Students Teaching Students
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Kasey Marler
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  9.16.16

Students in Kingsport are getting a unique opportunity to put their use of 
computer programming to use.  They are teaching elementary students 
the basics.  Middle school students spend three days a week guiding 4th 
graders at Lincoln Elementary.  By the end of the 40 minute class, 
everyone’s excitement for programming starts to soar.  Educators say the 
job market is looking for people who can be creative and be problem 
solvers and use logic.  They add that these kids will be a step above the 
rest.



Haslam Education Funding
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.20.16

More money may be on the way for public schools.  Governor Bill 
Haslam says education officials are working to provide more money to 
schools.  He made those comments saying in the past, Tennessee has not 
spent enough on education.  Governor Haslam’s budget this year 
included $200 million dollars in extra funding.

Ridgeview School Extra Officers
Length:  2:00
Format:  Live – Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.21.16

Students at a Southwest Virginia high school will see additional officers 
around campus after students were joking about a threat.  Dickenson 
County Sheriff Bobby Hammonds said it started Tuesday when a student 
overheard two others talking about the threat of a shooting.  Sheriff 
Hammonds says as soon as his department was made aware of the 
situation, they put themselves on what he described as high alert as they 
worked to resolve the situation.  He says, “Hopefully, this is just a 
distasteful joke, but in this day and time you do not joke about stuff like 



this.  I had four additional police officers, we advised the Virginia State 
Police about the situation, and we are staying on top of this.”  

SHHS Reunion – First Integrated Class
Length:  2:00
Format:  Live – Package
Reporter:  Micah Smith
Show:  6am
Air Date:   9.22.16

A special group of Science Hill High School students will celebrate a 
milestone this week.  The Class of 1966 will celebrate 50 years since 
graduation.  This class did more than graduate, they helped bring down 
racial barriers that divided their city and the nation.  In 1965, Science 
Hill became the first high school in the Tri-Cities to fully integrated its 
school.  Fifty years later, on the eve of their 50th class reunion, the first 
integrated graduation class of 1966, reflect on their first day of school.  
Despite the tumultuous times, Eugene Gillespie says football was the 
great equalizer.  “We came in 1965, and that first football team went 
undefeated for the first time in 33 years.”  Gillespie says that team was 
led by teacher and coach Paul Christian, the first black coach at Science 
Hill.  This week during the Class of 1966 50th reunion celebration, 
current students and alumni will honor Coach Christian.  They will 
unveil a column built with bricks, a limestone cap stone and a football 
helmet on top.  It will be unveiled before Science Hill’s home game this 
Friday at 7:30. 

North Side Elementary Food Boxes
Length:  1:00



Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Curtis McCloud
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  9.25.16

Eighty to 90% of students at North Side Elementary in Johnson City are 
on free or reduced lunches and Principal Sharon Pickering wants to 
make sure no student comes to school hungry.  Munsey United 
Methodist Church and North Side Elementary joined to pack nearly 200 
boxes of meals for families in their community who are in need.  During 
snow days and school breaks, it can be tough for some families to get 
food.  Food boxes will be distributed gradually through March of next 
year.  

TN FAFSA Frenzy
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over – Graphics – Sound Byte
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.27.16

For the first time, you can apply for college financial aid sooner than 
normal.  You can begin applying as soon as this Saturday.  The FAFSA 
filing period begins October 1.  Filers can also use last year’s tax return 
to apply.  Governor Bill Haslam is encouraging as many people as 
possible to start getting their money for college on opening day.  He is 
promoting the TN FAFSA Frenzy Event.  This Saturday marks a day 
where the state tries to get as many students as possible in Tennessee to 
file for financial aid.  



Virginia SAT Scores
Length:  :25
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.27.16

The State of Virginia says its students have some of the highest SAT 
scores in the nation.  The Virginia Department of Education says state 
scores increased in reading and writing and remained steady in math.  
The national average shows that all three subjects saw a decrease from 
other states.

Coeburn Middle School Award
Length:  :25
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  7pm
Air Date:  9.28.16

Today, U.S. Secretary of Education John B. King, Jr. announced 
Coeburn Middle school received a 2016 National Blue Ribbon Award.  
Coeburn Middle is one of 350 public and private schools receiving the 
honor.



Vance Middle School
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  7pm
Air Date:  9.28.16

National recognition was bestowed upon Bristol Tennessee’s Vance 
Middle School today.  The Partnership for 21st Century Learning 
designated it an exemplar school.  Innovative teaching practices that 
prepare students for college and careers helped Vance Middle earn the 
honor.

Science Hill High School Percussion
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  7pm
Air Date:  9.28.16

The Science Hill High School Percussion Ensemble earned world-wide 
recognition.  It is one of 2 groups in the world to win the International 
Call for Tapes awarded by the Percussive Arts Society.  The group will 
play at the society’s International Convention in Indianapolis this 
November.  



Virginia Diplomas
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  7pm
Air Date:  9.29.16

The number of Virginia teens graduating high school continues to climb.  
Virginia Governor Terry McAuliffe says more than 91% of the roughly 
95,000 students in the Class of 2016 received a diploma.  That’s up from 
the more than 90% who graduated on time in 2015.

New Education Dean ETSU
Length:  :50
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.29.16

ETSU revealed who will take over its College of Education after the 
previous dean was removed.  School administrators say they have 
chosen the former Executive Director of the Tennessee Higher 
Education Commission.  Dr. Richard Rhoda will take over as the interim 
Dean of the Clemmer College of Education.  

Ben Boone Walk



Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Micah Smith
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  9.30.16

A group of local students spent the day showing their support for a 
classmate.  Ten-year old Ben Boone began suffering crippling headaches 
and double vision.  Doctors then discovered a tumor on his brain.  Indian 
Trail Middle School Students honored their classmate during a walk-a-
thon.  His fellow students and teachers say Ben’s perseverance and 
strength motivate them daily.  Indian Trail will continue to find ways to 
honor and support Ben while he’s away from school.

Sensory Class
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Callie Durham
Show:  7pm
Air Date:  9.30.16

Elizabethton High School is making history today by opening the first 
sensory-friendly room in their school system.  Kids on the autism 
spectrum can have sensory integration issues and educators say this 
room will allow them to desensitize when they’re experiencing sensory 
overload.  The room was made possible with donations from Edward 
Jones Investments in Elizabethton.  The business provided items from a 
wish list made by the school’s special needs department.



GOVERNMENT

Bristol VA Council
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  7.1.16

Bristol, Virginia’s city council has some new faces.  Newly elected 
members Kevin Mumpower and Doug Fleenor were sworn in this 
morning.  Bill Hartley was elected Mayor and Jim Steele was elected 
Vice Mayor.  The new regime will face some old problems as it 
continues to work towards making The Falls development a success.  
Mayor Hartley said, “We’ve just got to make sure that we can continue 
to do the right thing and continue to develop the property properly so 
that the financial flow of tax revenue that the city needs to support that 
are there.”  Two expected tenants backed out of their spots in The Falls 
development back in March.  Four new tenants were announced later 
that same week.

Clint Tribble
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  7.1.16



A candidate for the First District Congressional seat is suspending his 
campaign.  Today, Clint Tribble said he’s no longer a candidate for the 
republican nomination because he’s being threatened.  He’s spent weeks 
trying to convince voters to choose him over incumbent Congressman 
Phil Roe.  Tribble said he’s concerned for his family’s safety after 
getting anonymous threats but said he does not think Congressman Roe 
had anything to do with it.

Voter Registration
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  7.4.16

If you plan to cast a ballot in the August primary in Tennessee, 
tomorrow is the final day you can register to vote.  Early voting begins 
July 15 and continues through the 30th.  Voters in Tennessee cast ballots 
on August 4.

Kingsport Housing
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over  - Sound Byte
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  7.5.16



One city in our region will eliminate public housing.  It’s doing so in 
exchange for affordable housing.  On a unanimous vote, the Kingsport 
Board of Mayor and Alderman agreed to enter a plan with the Kingsport 
Housing and Redevelopment Authority.  The plan would redefine public 
housing in the city.  The plan will remodel 378 existing units.  It also 
calls for the demolition of Lee Apartments and the construction of 50 
new apartments.  The city will provide nearly $225,000 a year for 20 
years as needed.  The Kingsport Housing and Redevelopment Authority 
must now present a financial plan to the federal agency that oversees 
public housing.  

North Carolina Bathroom Law
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  7.6.16

The U.S. Justice Department asked a federal judge to stop a North 
Carolina law requiring people to use the bathroom of the gender on their 
birth certificate.  U.S. Attorney General Loretta Lynch said in May the 
Department would try to block the provision of the law.  A filing in the 
U.S. District Court in North Carolina says the Justice Department is 
likely to be successful in getting the law overturned based on a recent 
ruling by the 4th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals involving a transgender 
student’s bathroom access in Virginia.  



Kingsport Senate Debate
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Kristen Quon
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  7.12.16

Many wonder who will replace State Senator Ron Ramsey when he 
retires at the end of the year.  Four republican candidates are on the 
ballot.  No democrats are running, so the winner in the August 4th 
primary will replace Ramsey.  Campaign records show State 
Representative Jon Lundberg of Bristol has $102,000 in campaign 
contributions.  Records show Food City, parent company K-VAT Foods, 
gave money to his campaign.  So did Food City CEO Steve Smith, 
Kingsport Mayor John Clark and Mountain States CEO Alan Levine.  
Former State Representative Tony Shipley collected about $15,000 in 
donations.  Candidate Neal Kerney collected $400 and took out a 
personal loan of $46,000 to cover the rest.  Candidate John Paul Blevins 
tells us he spent about $308 dollars.  

VA Governor Campaign
Length:  1:00
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  7.13.16



A couple of candidates hoping to be Virginia’s next governor revealed 
how much they have for their campaigns.  Democrat Ralph Northam, the 
current Lieutenant Governor, says he’s raised more than $1 million for 
his campaign so far.  Republican Ed Gillespie says his political action 
committee has more than $850,000.  No other democrats say they are 
running for the governor seat.  Virginia Congressman Rob Wittman and 
Corey Stewart, Donald Trump’s Campaign Chair for Virginia, say they 
will seek the republican nomination.  The next Virginia gubernatorial 
election takes place November 7, 2017.

Tim Kaine
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  7.14.16

Hillary Clinton is working to finalize her Vice Presidential pick.  She’s 
campaigning with Virginia Senator Tim Kaine, who is rumored to be 
among a short list of finalists for the job.  Today the Senator shared his 
thoughts about Donald Trump during a campaign stop in the 
Commonwealth, “What will be remembered about the failed candidacy 
of Donald Trump is ‘you’re fired’ and maybe one other phrase, ‘Trump 
U.’”  Clinton also met behind closed doors with democratic senators, 
several of whom are also on her list of Vice Presidential candidates 
including Elizabeth Warren of Massachusetts and Ohio Senator Sherrod 
Brown.

Sexual Harassment Policy



Length:  :50
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  7.14.16

Tonight, top Tennessee lawmakers discuss a new sexual harassment 
policy for the General Assembly.  The meeting comes after a scathing 
report that said an investigation revealed Republican State 
Representative Jeremy Durham used his position to sexually harass at 
least 22 female interns, lobbyists, staff and political workers.  Lieutenant 
Governor Ron Ramsey says Durham does not represent the current 
culture of the legislature.  Just moments ago, Durham suspended his 
campaign for reelection.

TN Early Voting
Length:  :15
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  7.14.16

Early voting for Tennessee’s state primary and county general elections 
begins tomorrow and continues through July 30th.  Contact your county 
election commission office for early voting times and locations.  
Election Day is August 4.  



Mullican Flooring
Length:  1:15
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  7.18.16

Johnson City’s commissioners say they are discussing a partnership that 
could bring hundreds of jobs to the Tri-Cities.  Mullican Flooring was 
considering expanding its Johnson City location.  The hardwood 
manufacturing company has already asked the Washington County 
Economic Development Council to consider the expansion.  
Commissioners say Mullican requested 1.2 million dollars in incentive 
money to help build a warehouse in the Tri-Cities as opposed to moving 
to another location.  The budget committee approved half of that in 
hopes of getting help from Johnson City.  Tonight, there appears to be 
movement to make that happen.  The Johnson City Commission said at 
tonight’s agenda meeting the commission is thinking about the chance to 
join a partnership with the flooring company.  Mayor Clayton Stout says 
it could provide up to 200 jobs for the area.  Commissioners will pick up 
their discussion at their regularly scheduled meeting Thursday.

Griffith SWVA Jobs
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  7.19.16



When the Republican National Convention wraps up, southwest Virginia 
Congressman Morgan Griffith said he believes his party will be united 
behind Donald Trump.  The 9th district congressman told News Channel 
11 he thinks highly of Trump’s vice presidential running mate, Mike 
Pence.  Griffith said he served 2 years with Pence in Congress, calling 
him an honorable man.  Governor Pence is comparing Donald Trump to 
his “political hero,” the late President Ronald Regan.  The Indiana 
Governor said Trump, like Reagan, “never lost touch with every day 
Americans” despite big career achievements.

ETSU Performing Arts Center
Length:  1:30
Format:  Live – Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Curtis McCloud
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  7.19.16

Months after Johnson City commissioners began considering a multi-
million dollar gift to East Tennessee State University’s proposed fine 
arts center, a deal to deliver that money remains in limbo.  Johnson City 
Mayor Clayton Stout said, “It’s time for the state, ETSU and the city to 
get this moving forward or to part ways.”  Last night, Johnson City 
commissioners discussed making possible changes to an agreement that 
has gone back and forth between the city and ETSU. A big debate right 
now is over the number of days the city would have access to the fine 
arts center and would people in the community benefit from the space.  
Members of the city commission talked about a state deadline that they 
would have to meet by the beginning of August.  In a statement, ETSU 
told us, “For the past several months we have been engaging in ongoing 
discussions with city leaders regarding plans to build an arts center.  We 
are waiting to hear from the city their intentions to partner with us for 



this project.  We are continuing to answer questions and work with them 
as their decision making process continues.”  City commissioners will 
not vote Thursday to allocate more than $8 million in funding to the 
proposed center because they have yet to reach an agreement with 
ETSU.  Commissioners say a vote is expected to take place within 2 
weeks.

Gray Annexation
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  7.21.16

A landowner who wants to open a liquor store in Gray will have to wait 
to find out if he gets government permission.  The vacant lot off Roy 
Martin Road is in the county and is not zoned for a package store.  The 
landowner asked to be annexed into the city and to have the land 
rezoned.  That angered some people who live in the Gray community 
who said the city promised Gray residents it would not allow a liquor 
store in the community more than 2 decades ago.  The city called off a 
public hearing saying an earlier 2 to 1 vote by law needed 3 yes votes.  
That means the landowner has to restart the annexation and rezoning 
process.

Mullican Flooring Vote
Length:  1:10
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  John Price



Show:  11pm
Air Date:  7.21.16

City leaders approved a $600,000 partnership deal with Mullican 
Flooring to help the business expand and keep it in Johnson City.  The 
company and city leaders say the partnership will result in hundreds of 
new jobs.  Mullican requested $1.2 million in order to complete its 
expansion.  Washington County’s budget committee said it would fund 
half of that.  Soon after, Mullican approached the city for the other half.  
City leaders approved the money last night and said it would help bring 
200 jobs to the area over a 5 year period.  The full Washington County 
Commission still has to approve its half of the funding.  Commissioners 
are expected to do that Monday.

Court Rules Against Governor McAuliffe
Length:  :55
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  7.22.16

Virginia’s Supreme Court has ruled against an Executive Order from 
Governor Terry McAuliffe.  The ruling strikes down his Executive 
Order restoring voting rights to more than 200,000 felons.  The Supreme 
Court of Virginia said the order was unconstitutional.  It also said 
Governor McAuliffe overstepped his clemency powers.  The Governor 
restored the voting rights of felons who completed their sentences back 
in April.  Republicans filed a lawsuit challenging the order.  Wise 
County Commonwealth Attorney Chuck Slemp praised the court’s 



opinion that the Governor acted outside the parameters of the 
Constitution, “I opposed this blanket restoration because it gave 206,000 
unknown individuals, including violent felons and sex offenders, the 
right to vote and serve on juries.”  The court ordered the state to cancel 
the registration of all felons under the order.

Virginia Voting Rights
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  7.25.16

Virginia Governor Terry McAuliffe’s administration says it will move 
quickly to ensure thousands of felons hoping to cast ballots in 
November’s election will be able to vote.  The administration expects by 
the end of this week to restore the voting rights of the roughly 13,000 
felons who registered to vote under the governor’s April executive order.  
Virginia’s Supreme Court struck down that order Friday, saying 
governors cannot restore rights en masse, but must handle them on a 
case by case basis.  The Secretary of the Commonwealth’s Office will 
process each felon’s paperwork individually to comply with the ruling.

Mullican Flooring
Length:  1:10
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Kristen Quon
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  7.25.16



The Washington County TN Commission decided to give a Tri-Cities 
business $600,000 to expand and provide hundreds of new jobs.  This 
comes after the Johnson City Commission did the same last week.  
Mullican Flooring approached county leaders with the $1.2 million 
request that would create 200 new jobs.  On Thursday, Johnson City 
voted to pitch in half the money.  Tonight, Washington County approved 
its part.  The new jobs would have an average annual salary of $40,000.  
The jobs will be added over a 5 year period.

Blue Plum Bust
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  7.26.16

Johnson City’s mayor says the city will not help a Tri-Cities non-profit 
get out of debt.  That’s the debt the Blue Plum Festival racked up during 
this year’s June event.  The Johnson City Commission discussed the 
debt incurred by the Blue Plum Organization during a recent agenda 
meeting.  Commissioners say several vendors at the festival still have 
not been paid.  The Blue Plum has not made a formal request for help 
from the city, but Mayor Clayton Stout says the city will not lend a 
hand.  Blue Plum President Shannon Castillo says they’re doing 
everything they can to pay vendors.  Blue Plum organizers say they are 
still planning to hold next year’s festival.  



Early Voting Final Push
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  7.29.16

If you want to vote early in the August state primary and county general 
elections in Tennessee, tomorrow is your last chance.  County election 
offices tell us early voter turnout is lower than expected.  In Washington 
County, more than 3,000 people cast early and absentee ballots.  
Sullivan County reflected slightly higher numbers with 5200 ballots.  
Early voting for the August 4th election wraps up tomorrow.  Most 
voting locations in our area are open until Noon.  

Haslam Campaign Contributions
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  7.29.16

Tennessee Governor Bill Haslam contributed thousands of dollars to the 
campaigns of lawmakers who represent parts of the Tri-Cities region.  
State records show Governor Haslam gave $150,000 to lawmakers 
through his Political Action Committee called “Jobs $ TN.”  Part of that 
money went to Representative Jeremy Faison, who serves parts of 
Greene County, David Hawk, who also represents Greene County, Gary 



Hicks who is running for re-election for Hawkins and Hancock Counties 
and Representative Bud Hulsey, who serves Kingsport.  State records 
show Haslam has also contributed $6,000 to House Speaker Beth 
Harwell.  Harwell says she’s considering running for governor next year 
but has not officially decided.

Housing Bill
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Nate Morabito
Show:  Noon
Air Date:  8.1.16

President Barack Obama signed legislation into law that addresses the 
problem of over-income families living in public housing.  As we told 
you last month, the Housing Reform Legislation passed in both the 
House and Senate unanimously.  It requires housing authorities to either 
evict over-income families after 2 years or raise their rent.  A Missouri 
congressman filed the legislation after learning the results of a federal 
audit prompted by our Community Watchdog investigation.

Corker and Roe on Trump
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Kristen Quon
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.2.16



Some Tennessee Congressional lawmakers say they disagree with some 
of Republican Presidential nominee Donald Trump’s latest moves, but 
they will still back the candidate.  Tennessee Congressman Phil Roe 
says Trump’s comments about Khzir Khan’s wife, the mother of a fallen 
Iraqi war veteran, were wrong.  “As a veteran, I grieve for that family 
who lost their son.  Mr. Trump needs to concentrate on issues.  He is 
right on a lot of them.”  Republican Senator Bob Corker is distancing 
himself from Trump’s comments.  “I think we should always honor 
those who have sacrificed so much for their country.”  President Obama 
also jumped in on the controversy saying he believes Trump is “unfit” to 
be President.

Drug Treatment Facility
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:   7pm
Air Date:  8.3.16

By the end of this week, Washington County Tennessee Mayor Dan 
Eldridge hopes to have a site chosen for a new drug treatment facility.  
The mayor tells us elected officials narrowed the site selection down to 4 
places and the team continues to evaluate the sites.  East Tennessee State 
University and Mountain States Health Alliance wanted to open their 
facility in Gray.  That changed after those who live in the community 
rallied against it.  After that, ETSU and Mountain States agreed to let 
elected officials explore new locations.  



Kingsport Garbage Fee
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  8.4.16

Kingsport’s City Manager is apologizing for the lack of transparency 
surrounding the city’s first ever trash collection fee.  City aldermen 
passed an $8 fee.  What was believed to be a fee per household is 
actually per trash can.  Today, the city manager apologized telling News 
Channel 11 the details of that garbage fee proposal should have been 
clearer.  “I’m very sorry that we had this hiccup, and I apologize that 
this happened and we will certainly try to do better in the future.”  
Garbage customers we spoke with say although they’re unhappy with 
the additional fee some will continue to pay for the extra service.  The 
trash collection fee does not apply to recycling bins.  The fee takes effect 
September 1.

ETSU Fine Arts Funding
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.4.16

A 30 year plan for a new fine arts center at ETSU is now approved.  
Nearly $10 million  is needed to fund the project and Johnson City 
commissioners say an increased motel / hotel tax rate will get the job 



done.  The money will help accommodate nearly double the seating 
from 635 to a maximum of 1200.  Johnson City commissioners voted 3 
to 1 Thursday.  Mayor Clayton Stout voted no on the project.  He said, 
“It’s a significant amount of money and for me personally, as you look 
at this there were other projects, other things I thought we could do as a 
city to promote tourism in the area.”  The commission hopes this will 
expand cultural and entertainment opportunities for citizens.  ETSU 
President Brian Noland will present design plans in Nashville next 
month.

State Primary & County General Election
Length:  20:00
Format:  Team Coverage
Reporter:  News Channel 11 Team
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.4.16

Tennessee voters cast ballots in state primary and county general 
elections.  The News Channel 11 team revealed the results of key state 
and local races.  The team also spoke with state primary winners and 
delivered response from the losing candidates.  The team revealed what 
the winners would face in November in the state general election and 
revealed what they plan to do in office. 

Johnson City Methadone Vote
Length:  2:00
Format:  Live – Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Kristen Quon
Show:  11pm



Air Date:  8.9.16

Following more than 3 hours of public comment and debate, a proposed 
drug treatment facility in Gray, Tennessee cleared its first hurdle.  
Johnson City’s Planning Commission voted in favor of rezoning the 
property at Gray Commons Professional Park.  This allows Mountain 
States Health Alliance and Wellmont Health System to start the process 
of getting state approval to open a drug treatment clinic there.  Gray 
community members lined up outside city hall in Johnson City with 
signs and changed, “Gray lives matter,” before the vote.  About 50 
people spoke at the hearing, only 3 in favor of the clinic.  Johnson City 
Police Chief Mark Sirois said he called 6 clinics in the state of 
Tennessee to find out whether these clinics bring crime, “We looked at 
methadone clinics in other cities in Tennessee.  There were very few if 
any issues with the clinics in those cities.  After the debate, the planning 
commission voted 7 to 3 to approve the rezoning.  Now the issue goes to 
the Johnson City Commission for approval.  It must pass 3 readings.  
The state has yet to grant the drug treatment facility’s Certificate of 
Need.  That decision is expected later this month.

Trump in Southwest Virginia
Length:  3:00 
Format:  Various elements
Reporter:  News Channel 11 Staff
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.10.16

Donald Trump comes to coal country with promises of better days 
ahead.  Trump became the first presidential candidate to come to the Tri-



Cities since the conventions.  His plane landed at Tri-Cities Regional 
Airport under tight security this afternoon.  His motorcade traveled to 
Glade Spring, Virginia.  Trump stopped at Performance Peterbilt to meet 
with lawmakers and business leaders to be briefed on the economic 
challenges facing the Tri-Cities region.  After that, Trump headed south 
to Abingdon where a huge crowd waited.  His speech touched on 
common campaign themes, but Trump also emphasized local concerns 
and did not miss a chance to take shots at Tim Kaine, a Virginia 
democrat who hopes to be Vice President.  Trump said miners have been 
treated badly by the Obama Administration.  He added that coal is not 
the only sector hurting; he said Virginia has lost manufacturing jobs, too.  
He pledged to protect gun rights.  Hillary Clinton supporters gathered 
outside Trump’s speech and made it clear he is not welcome.  A 
spokesperson for Tim Kaine fired back following Trump’s speech 
saying, “Virginia maintained one of the lowest unemployment rates in 
America under Kaine’s leadership.  Tim Kaine’s record stands in stark 
contrast to Donald Trump’s ‘me-first’ approach at getting rich at the 
expense of his workers and their families.”

Unicoi Sheriff Potential Lawsuit
Length:  1:30
Format:   Package
Reporter: Justin Soto
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  8.1.16

Unicoi County Sheriff Mike Hensley is threatening the county 
commission with a lawsuit to get the funding he says his department 
desperately needs.  Hensley says his 32 prisoner complex is not secure 
and he wants to bring part-time officers to full time status.  He also 
wants to continue funding an educator at the jail.  Sheriff Hensley told 



us today that his $3.2 million budget is not going to cut it.  In a letter 
sent to the county commission, Hensley prioritizes a new $30,000 roof 
on his existing garage and $110,000 for maintenance on vehicles.  He’s 
threatening to sue if he is not given the money for repairs.  The sheriff 
told us he feels this is the right thing to do after years of asking for more 
money from the commission.  He added he will wait to see if the 
commission grants his department more funding before moving forward 
with legal action.

Kaine in Asheville
Length:  :45
Format: Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.15.16

A vice presidential nominee just wrapped up his closest visit to the Tri-
Cities region tonight.  Virginia Senator Tim Kaine rallied in Asheville 
this evening.  The democratic vice presidential nominee spoke at a 
campaign event alongside his wife.  He told the crowd republican 
presidential nominee Donald Trump has made what he calls crazy 
notions.  Senator Kaine brought up Trump’s most recent comments 
saying President Barack Obama was the founder of ISIS.  

Johnson City Speed Cameras
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm



Air Date:  8.18.16

Johnson City commissioners turned down the addition of several new 
speed cameras.  Commissioners voted 2 to 2, meaning it could not pass 
since Mayor Clayton Stout was not there tonight.  Police Chief Mark 
Sirois says the cameras are needed at Ashley Academy as well as 
Mountain View and Northside Elementary Schools.  Chief Sirois says 
the cameras would have helped make it safer for kids at those schools.  
Chief Sirois says his officers will continue to enforce traffic near those 
schools.

Bathroom Directive Blocked
Length:  :40
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.22.16

A federal judge blocked an order advocates are calling a setback for 
transgender rights.  That order blocked President Barack Obama’s 
bathroom directive order.  The White House sent a letter to all schools in 
the nation about transgender students in May.  That letter urged schools 
to let transgender students use the bathroom and locker room of their 
choice.  Today, a federal judge temporarily blocked the directive.  The 
judge made the ruling saying federal officials did not allow for comment 
before the directive was issued.  Tennessee was one of thirteen states 
that filed a lawsuit against the federal government over the directive.



Felon Voting Rights
Length:   1:45
Format:  Voice Over – Package
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.22.16

Thousands of convicted felons may soon be allowed to vote.  Governor 
Terry McAuliffe announced today that he had restored the voting rights 
of 13,000 convicts.  This comes after he tried to restore the voting rights 
of more than 200,000 in April.  The Virginia State Supreme Court 
blocked that action saying it was unconstitutional because by law, the 
Governor is only allowed to restore those rights on a case-by-case basis, 
not through an order that restores them all at once.    It remains unclear 
how many felons in our region will have voting rights restored under 
today’s order.  Governor McAuliffe’s office says the voting restoration 
orders were mailed out on Friday.

TDOT Funding
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.23.16

Top federal highway officials say a recent law passed in Tennessee 
violates their funding rules.  It’s a violation that could cost the state $60 
million dollars in federal highway funds.  Earlier this year, the 



Tennessee General Assembly passed a law increasing the blood alcohol 
content limit for 18 to 20 year olds.  That increased the limit from .02 to 
.08 percent.  This week, federal transportation officials said Tennessee 
violates the Nation Zero Tolerance Standards and that could trigger the 
federal government to withhold transportation funds.  The Tennessee 
Department of Transportation asked the federal government to continue 
state funding because another state law keeps Tennessee in compliance.  
A ruling on that claim could come by the end of the week.

Warner Epi Pens
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.23.16

Several members of Congress want to know why the price for Epi Pens 
has skyrocketed.  Epi Pens are lifesaving devices to help people who 
may have a potentially fatal allergic reaction.  Nine years ago, a 2 dose 
package cost around $94.  In May, the average cost was at least 6 times 
that price.  Now congressional lawmakers want to know why.  Several 
lawmakers sent a letter to the company, Mylan, about the prices.  
Virginia Senator Mark Warner is one of them.  Warner says the 
company has still not given a reason for the higher prices.  

Methadone Clinic Certificate of Need Approved
Length:  2:00
Format:  Voice Over – Package
Reporter:  Jordan Moore



Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.24.16

A proposed methadone clinic in Gray won state approval in Nashville 
today.  Late this afternoon, the state unanimously approved a certificate 
of need for the clinic at the Gray Commons Business Park.  Earlier this 
month, the Johnson City Planning Commission approved a zoning 
request that would allow the clinic to open in that location.  East 
Tennessee State University and Mountain States Health Alliance say 
that’s the best location for a drug treatment center.  Despite state 
approval, the project still must get local approval.  The Johnson City 
Commission must approve the zoning on 3 readings.  The first reading is 
September 1.  One commissioner we spoke with would not say how she 
would vote, but Jenny Brock told us the commission will focus on safety 
concerns and traffic impact in determining the best zoning laws for the 
property in Gray.

Southwest Virginia Grant Money
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over – Graphics
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.24.16

Federal officials say southwest Virginia will soon receive millions in 
federal funding.  That funding will help coal miners who lost their jobs.  
The announcement came today from the U.S. Department of Labor.  
Nearly 3 million dollars will go to two southwest Virginia organizations.  
The money is designed to give laid off coal workers the chance to get a 



job in another field.  One point 5 million dollars will go to the 
Appalachian Regional Commission in Abingdon.  It will use the money 
to establish food distribution jobs.  The rest of the money will go to 
Southwest Virginia Community College in Cedar Bluff.  It will help laid 
off coal workers obtain new job skills in just a few months.  

Erwin Broadband Service
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.24.16

The White House wants another Tri-Cities region community to expand 
broadband service.  Downtown Erwin was selected for the project.  The 
Obama Administration says Erwin is one of 10 communities in 6 states 
to participate in the Cool and Connected Program.  The program will 
help the city develop a plan for broadband connection.  

HB2 Ruling
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.26.16



A federal judge ruled against North Carolina’s House Bill 2.  The bill 
requires someone to use the bathroom for the gender they were assigned 
at birth.  The judge ruled the University of North Carolina must allow 
people to use the restroom matching their gender identity.  The same 
judge will hear a case in November aimed at showing House Bill 2 
violates federal law.

Republican Headquarters 
Length:  1:05
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Curtis McCloud
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.28.16

Today, Tri-Cities Republicans claimed a spot for their new office.  The 
Washington County Tennessee Republican Headquarters held its grand 
opening today.  The office is located on Roan Street in Johnson City at 
Congressman Phil Roe’s existing office.  The two will share the space.  

Bathroom Lawsuit
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.29.16



School administrators in Virginia are asking the U.S. Supreme Court to 
pick up a controversial case.  They’re urging the court to consider the 
case about whether a transgender male must be allowed to use the boys’ 
bathroom as school.  That’s the plea from the Gloucester County School 
Board.  Earlier this month, the Supreme Court ruled that the school 
board could block Gavin Grimm from using the boys’ room until it 
decides whether to intervene in the case.

Voting Rights
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  8.31.16

Republicans filed a contempt of court motion against Democratic 
Virginia Governor Terry McAuliffe.  They say he’s violating the order 
of  Virginia’s Supreme Court.  In July, the court ruled that Governor 
McAuliffe could not issue an order to restore the voting rights of 
200,000 felons.  Instead, they must be done on a case by case basis.  
Governor McAuliffe restored the voting rights of 13,000 felons under 
the new order.  Republicans are saying the Governor is still not 
complying with the court order.

Methadone First Reading
Length:  1:45
Format:  Voice Over – Live – Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Justin Soto
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.1.16



Johnson City’s commissioners passed the first reading for the rezoning 
of land for a proposed methadone clinic in Gray.  Now, it has to go 
through 2 additional readings.  East Tennessee State University and 
Mountain States Health Alliance want to establish the clinic at the Gray 
Commons Professional Park.  Both say it’s needed to address the 
region’s drug abuse epidemic.  Last week, the state approved the 
certificate of need for the clinic.  Now, the City of Johnson City is 
responsible for deciding if it will win its rezoning request.  On 
commissioner, Vice Mayor David Tomita, voted no to the rezoning 
request this evening.  The public will be able to comment at the 
commission’s next meeting on September 15.

TVA House Boats
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.8.16

North Carolina’s republican U.S. Senators are trying to stop the 
Tennessee Valley Authority from banning house boats.  Those senators 
filed legislation in response to the TVA’s proposal.  Senators Richard 
Burr and Thom Tillis introduced an amendment to the Water Resources 
Development Act of 2016.  That’s a bill moving through Congress to 
keep waterways across the U.S. safe.  Senator Burr says the TVA 
proposal would devastate folks in North Carolina who live in Swain and 
Graham Counties.  People who live in the Tri-Cities have said the same 
thing.  Some of them have floating homes on area waterways including 



South Holston Lake.  In May, the TVA decided to give current floating 
home owners 30 years to move off the water.  The TVA says the homes 
cause safety risks and degrade water quality.

Durham Latest
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Curtis McCloud
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.11.16

A Tennessee lawmaker could face expulsion during this week’s special 
session.  If he is ousted, he would be the first in 36 years.  Some 
lawmakers at the General Assembly say they will use the special session 
to vote to expel Representative Jeremy Durham from his seat.  Durham 
lost his campaign for re-election after the release of an Attorney 
General’s investigation detailing allegations that Durham had 
inappropriate sexual contact with more than 20 women.  House Speaker 
Beth Harwell believes Durham will not get to serve the rest of his term.  

Special Session
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Curtis McCloud
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.11.16



The Tennessee General Assembly will look to turn back the clock this 
week on a decision that could cost the state $60 million in highway 
funding.  Republican Governor Bill Haslam says he plans to file 
legislation this week to eliminate nearly all provisions of a new law that 
went against federal zero-tolerance standards for drinking and driving 
standards.  Tennessee lawmakers passed a bill that went into effect in 
July that raised the penalties for driving under the influence by 18 
through 20 year olds.  Governor Haslam says his proposed legislation 
seeks to eliminate nearly all the provisions of the new law.

Traffic Study
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  9.12.16

Johnson City staff are hard at work on a new traffic report involving the 
proposed methadone clinic in Gray after several commissioners were 
unhappy with the one presented at the last city commission meeting.  
Mayor Clayton Stout felt the first report was unclear and he wants to 
know more detailed information on how the proposed clinic would 
impact traffic in the area.  City Manager Pete Peterson says his staff 
anticipated commissioners having more questions and are working on 
those requests, including an hour by hour traffic count that includes the 
projected traffic during the busy rush hour.  The report should be ready 
by this Thursday when the city commission considers a rezoning request 
for the proposed site of the methadone clinic.



Bristol Falls
Length:  1:30
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.13.16

The City of Bristol, Virginia appears ready to go millions of dollars 
deeper in debt to support the city’s retail development.  Bristol, Virginia 
leaders continue to use taxpayer dollars to back a project called The 
Falls.  The city already spent millions of dollars to turn property at Exit 
5 off Interstate 81 into a retail destination.  Some stores like Lowe’s and 
Cabela’s are already open.  But the developer says the city needs to 
spend millions more to finish the roads around the project so prospective 
businesses will locate there.  Tonight, leaders hosted a public hearing on 
the debt proposal.  City council member Doug Fleenor said he could not 
support going deeper in debt.  Many who attended the meeting 
expressed frustration over the city’s decision to use public money to 
fund the project.  The rest of the city council indicated finishing the 
project and paying off debt with the sales tax revenue is the right thing 
to do.  The next step is a formal vote on a resolution to take out debt to 
complete the roads around The Falls.  That’s set to take place September 
27.  

McAuliffe Rights Restoration
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.15.16



The Virginia Supreme Court is siding with Governor Terry McAuliffe 
on his recent actions to restore the voting rights of thousands of felons.  
The court rejected the latest challenge to those actions today.  
Republicans filed a contempt of court motion against the governor 
saying he was violating the judges’ orders.  The justices ruled in July 
that Governor McAuliffe could not restore voting rights to 200,000 
felons in one sweeping action.  It did say he could restore rights on a 
case by case basis which McAuliffe says he is doing.  The court did not 
say why it ruled against the motion filed by republicans.  

House Bill 2 Repeal
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.16.16

The Governor of North Carolina may call a special session to repeal the 
so-called bathroom bill.  It requires transgender people to use the 
bathroom of the gender they were assigned at birth.  Governor Pat 
McCrory says he will call the special session only if the city of Charlotte 
repeals its bathroom ordinance.  The governor’s comments came after 
the NCAA and the ACC decided to pull their championship events out 
of the state.

Fred Thompson Courthouse
Length:  :25



Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.22.16

Ten of the 11 members of Tennessee’s Congressional Delegation want 
the new federal courthouse in Nashville to be named after the late actor 
and politician Fred Thompson.  Representative Jim Cooper, who lost to 
Thompson in the 1994 Senate race, is the only member of the delegation 
not supporting the dedication.  Cooper says he’s not opposed to the 
proposal, but he says more public input should be allowed before a 
decision is made.  Senator Thompson died last year.  He was 73 years 
old.

Cole Highway Dedication
Length:  :45
Format:   Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  9.23.16

A busy Carter County roadway got a new name today.  Tri-Cities 
Representatives, Senators and local Mayors gathered to dedicate a 
portion of State Route 92 as the Ralph and Rondal Cole Memorial 
Highway.  The dedication ceremony is a way to remember former 
Elizabethton attorney Rondal Cole and his brother, previous Tennessee 
Representative Ralph Cole.  As a State Representative, Cole secured 
funding for roadways in Carter County, especially along this stretch of 
Highway 91.



Register to Vote
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphics
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  9.26.16

Tomorrow marks National Voter Registration Day.  If you plan to cast a 
ballot in the Presidential election, the deadline to register to vote in 
Tennessee is October 11.  In Virginia, the deadline to register is October 
17.   

Bristol Virginia City Council
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.27.16

A retail development backed by the taxpayers of Bristol, Virginia will 
see some much needed road improvements.  The Bristol Virginia City 
Council voted to borrow $3 million to finish critical road projects around 
The Falls.  The city already borrowed more than $50 million to pay for 
the project.  The developer recently said the roads are critical in luring 
more businesses to the area.  



Mt. Carmel Assistant Police Chief Fired
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.27.16

Mount Carmel leaders fired the assistant police chief.  The board of 
mayor and alderman voted to terminate Phillip Robinette from the police 
force.  Robinette was under investigation for credibility and integrity 
issues.  Robinette was suspended with pay until tonight’s meeting.  
Mayor Larry Frost and Alderman Paul Hale declined to vote.

Jonesborough Police Chief
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.30.16

Jonesborough’s Chief of Police Matt Hawkins submitted his resignation 
letter this afternoon.  It comes after another officer did the same.  Public 
Safety Director Craig Ford says Major Natalie Hilton resigned August 
10.  She told us it was in part due to a hostile work environment.  After 
she spoke with the public safety director, Ford placed Hawkins on 
administrative leave September 1.  Hawkins said after a difficult 
decision, he decided to step down today.  Ford said he and Hawkins had 



a clear difference in management philosophies that could not be 
resolved.

HEALTH

Lower BMI
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  7.5.16

Forget what you thought you knew about pasta.  A new study says it’s 
good for you.  A group of Italian researchers found pasta intake is 
associated with a lower body mass index.  The study, published in 
Nutrition and Diabetes, looked at more than 23,000 people.  It found 
those who enjoyed noodles were less likely to be overweight and obese.  
Americans often see pasta as empty calorie carbohydrates.  The Italians 
use it as the basis of their food pyramid.

Heart Stent Wellmont
Length:  1:05
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  6:30pm
Air Date:  7.5.16



The Food and Drug Administration approved a slowly dissolving 
implant to treat clogged arteries today.  Clinical trials for the Absorb 
Stent took place at Holston Valley Medical Center.  Patients of the 
Wellmont Heart Institute will be among the first in the country and the 
only ones in our region eligible to get the new device.  The FDA 
approved the Absorbed Stent for patients with coronary artery disease.  
The disease causes the buildup of fatty plaque in the arteries and causes 
about 370,000 deaths each year.  The new stent dissolves over 3 years.  
The Wellmont Heart Institute and Holston Valley Medical Center were 
the leading enrollers of patients in the nation during the clinical trials to 
prove the effectiveness and safety of the device.  They are also the 
leading enrollers in the follow-up trial.

Good Fats
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  7.6.16

A new study breaks down one way that you can cut your risk of death 
and it all has to do with bad versus good fats.  Doctors at Harvard say 
swapping out a portion of a bad fat diet with healthy unsaturated fats can 
have a significant positive effect.  Their research followed eating habits 
of more than 126,000 men and women over a 32-year period.  The 
doctors found a diet replacement of just 5% poly-unsaturated fats can cut 
mortality risk by 27%.  Some of the best sources of poly-unsaturated fats 
are nuts, seeds, fatty fish, algae and leafy greens.



Nail Biting Study
Length:  1:40
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  7.11.16

A new study suggests some unsanitary habits many kids have may not 
be so bad for their health.  A new study published in the journal 
Pediatrics shows kids who bite their nails and suck their thumbs are 
about one third less likely to develop certain allergies.  Dr. Malcolm 
Sears said cat, grass, house dust mite and dog allergies were reduced in 
the study.  Some allergies were reduced significantly.  Researchers say 
the findings may be another example of what is called the hygiene 
hypothesis.  That is the idea that being too clean may increase a child’s 
risk of allergies.  

Breast Cancer
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  7.12.16

Women who have nerves cut during breast cancer surgery are much 
more likely to develop chronic pain.  Doctors sometimes cut the nerves 
during armpit lymph node surgery.  Risk factors for developing chronic 



pain also include younger age and radiation therapy.  Up to 60% of 
breast cancer surgery patients may develop chronic pain.

Red Blood Cell Transfusions
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  7.12.16

A Canadian study shows the outcomes of red blood cell transfusions 
may be less successful when the donors are younger or when they’re 
female.  The study looked at more than 30,000 transfusion patients 
between 2006 and 2013.  Researchers say it’s possible that the 
components in the blood of younger and female donors may affect the 
recipient’s immune system.

Water BMI
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  7.12.16

There may be an important factor to consider if you’re obese and it’s not 
your food or exercise.  It’s water.  Michigan researchers say people with 
a higher body mass index are more likely to be inadequately hydrated.  



The reverse is also true.  More research is needed to determine why the 
link exists.

Sweeteners
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  7.13.16

Scientists say they figured out why artificial sweeteners can increase 
appetite.  Researchers in Austria say chronic consumption of artificial 
sweeteners fools the brain to expect the energy that comes from natural 
sugar.  When it doesn’t come, the brain demands more calories to make 
up the difference.

Diabetes
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  7.13.16

Bicycling may be a key to keeping diabetes away.  Danish researchers 
followed more than 50,000 people between the ages of 50 and 65.  They 
found those who regularly rode a bike had a 20% lower risk of 
developing type 2 diabetes.



RAM Expedition
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  7.13.16

Later this month, health care professionals will provide medical care at 
no charge during the Remote Area Medical Expedition.  The Health 
Wagon will host the 3 day event at the Wise Fairgrounds in Wise, 
Virginia.  No appointments are necessary.  Services include dental 
cleanings, fillings and extractions, eye exams, blood work, x-rays, and 
specialty exams.  The Remote Area Medical Expedition is set for July 22 
through the 24th.  Registration is at 6am daily.  Patients are seen on a 
first come, first served basis.  

Obesity
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  7.14.16

Putting preschoolers to bed early can lower their risk of obesity as teens.  
That’s the finding of Ohio State researchers who found children who go 
to bed by 8 at night are far less likely to become obese.  They say 



children who went to bed at 9 or later doubled their likelihood of 
obesity.

Genetics and Losing Weight
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  7.14.16

If you struggle losing weight on certain diets, it might not be you, it 
might be genetics.  Researchers tested mice with four different genetic 
strains to see ow they responded to four different diets.  They tested a 
traditional Japanese diet, Mediterranean diet, high-fat low-carb diet and 
typical Western diet.  They found the mice each had varying responses 
to the diets.

Merger Development
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  7.14.16

We have new developments tonight in the proposed merger of Wellmont 
Health System and Mountain States Health Alliance.  The systems filed 
an application with the state of Virginia for a letter authorizing 



cooperative agreement in February.  In May, the Southwest Virginia 
Health Authority submitted more than 60 questions about the application 
to the health care groups.  Just moments ago, the authority told us it 
received responses to the first round of questions late yesterday.  When 
the authority deems the application complete, that is the first formal step 
in the review of the application by the state.  Then, a written public 
comment period will take place and a public hearing with the Virginia 
Commissioner of Health.

Jonesborough Fluoride
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  7.18.16

State health officials are urging Tennessee’s oldest town to keep fluoride 
in the water supply.  Tonight, people are divided on what they want 
Jonesborough leaders to do.  In May the Jonesborough Board of Mayor 
and Alderman toured the town’s water treatment facility.  After seeing 
what actually goes into the water, some board members are questioning 
if it is right to get rid of fluoride.  In June, a survey was sent to water 
customers.  Tonight, the town revealed the results.  Out of 782 surveys, 
376 wanted to get rid of fluoride, 355 said keep it, and 51 were 
undecided.  One person in attendance at tonight’s meeting said, “I see 
kids that have brushed their teeth with water without fluoride for 4 or 5 
years, you would not believe what their teeth look like when you take 
that stuff off your teeth.  Thanks to fluoride in the water it has prevented 
them a lot of pain.”  Town leaders did not make any decisions tonight.  
Jonesborough Mayor Kelly Wolfe says it’s unclear when they will.



Get Some Sleep
Length:  1:30
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  7.19.16

Recent studies show Americans are not getting enough sleep.  People 
between the ages of 18 and 60 need at least 7 hours a night.  Research 
shows the less sleep you get, the more risk you have for obesity, 
diabetes, heart disease and mental illness.  To make sure you get enough 
shut eye, try to stick to a schedule, go to bed and wake up at the same 
time each day, including weekends.  Keep your room dark, turn the 
thermostat low, and get rid of electronics.  Experts also advise you to not 
eat a big meal or drink caffeine before bed.  

Zika Kit
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Micah Smith
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  7.19.16

Local leaders are doing what they can to help prevent the spread of the 
Zika virus.  Food City and leaders in Bristol, Tennessee passed out free 
bug repellant to public works employees.  Bristol Tennessee Public 
Works Director Tim Beaver says the repellant is a small gesture that can 



make a big impact.  This effort was part of a city-wide campaign to raise 
awareness about how to prevent Zika.

IVF Breast Cancer
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  7.20.16

Women who undergo In Vitro fertilization do not have a higher risk of 
breast cancer.  That’s the finding of a study in the Netherlands.  IVF 
procedures temporarily affect hormone levels, but researchers say the 
breast cancer risk is not any greater.

HPV Vaccines
Length:  :15
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  7.20.16

The American Cancer Society endorses the CDC’s recommendation that 
doctors vaccinate boys against certain types of Human Papilloma Virus 
or HPV.  The vaccine was originally recommended for girls only.  HPV 
can cause genital, mouth, throat and other cancers.



Diabetic
Length:  :15
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  7.20.16

More adolescents are diabetic than previously thought.  A study of 2600 
12 to 19 year olds shows rates are higher than original estimates.  
Researchers say many diabetic teens go undiagnosed, which can lead to 
serious health problems later in life.

Migraine Remedies
Length:  1:15
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  Noon
Air Date:  7.21.16

Migraine headaches can be debilitating, but home remedies can cut your 
recovery time.  Ice packs can help reduce the throbbing and piercing 
pain.  The caffeine in a cup of coffee can help provide mild relief, but do 
not overdo it.  Caffeine withdrawals can sometimes lead to more 
headaches.  Studies have shown whole grains and dark-green vegetables 
high in magnesium are best used to prevent migraines rather than 
relieving them.  Seafood, chicken and certain dairy products like milk 
and cheese have Vitamin B2, and like magnesium, are great at keeping 



migraines from coming back.  Finally, aim for 7 to 8 hours of sleep each 
night.  Anything more or less can trigger migraines.

Health Care Lawsuit
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  7.21.16

Tennessee and Virginia are among several states suing some major 
health insurance companies.  Blue Cross Blue Shield Anthem announced 
a deal to buy Cigna for $54 billion dollars.  Around the same time last 
year, Aetna and Humana said they would merge as part of a $37 billion 
deal.  Tennessee Attorney General Herbert Slatery says this would 
reduce competition and impact health insurance plans.  He joined the 
lawsuit against all of them to stop that.  The federal government agrees 
with Tennessee and said it would join the lawsuit as well.  All the 
companies say they will fight the lawsuit.

Zika in Knox County
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  7.22.16



Health officials confirmed another case of the Zika virus in east 
Tennessee.  This time it’s in Knox County.  Health officials say it was 
contracted after someone traveled outside the United States.  The Knox 
County Health Department says it expects more cases like this to show 
up.  The Zika virus is being blamed for some severe birth defects in 
which a child is born with a smaller than normal head.  The federal 
government gave Tennessee a million dollars to help fight the virus.

Kids & Kidney Stones
Length:  1:30
Format:  Package 
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  7.25.16

Doctors warn to keep your children hydrated during the summer months.  
They say they are seeing an increase in kids suffering with kidney 
stones.  Some think the increase could have to do with increased 
sedentary activity levels.  Other possible reasons include obesity and too 
much salt in the diet.  Doctors say in general, most people are under 
hydrated and that may also be contributing to the increase in kidney 
stones.  Doctors say good hydration will prevent stone formation in 
people who have had stones and there is no reason to think that’s not the 
case in people who have not yet had one.  

Walk to End Alzheimer’s disease
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan



Show:  6pm
Air Date:  7.27.16

Today marked the kick-off of a local campaign aimed at increasing 
Alzheimer’s disease awareness.  By hitting the track, you can help raise 
money for research to help find a cure for the mind-robbing disease.  
Alzheimer’s is among the nation’s top ten leading causes of death and 
impacts more than 5 million Americans.  The Alzheimer’s Association 
said it raised $75,000 in northeast Tennessee alone last year.  It hopes to 
do even more this year thanks to 2 “Walk to end Alzheimer’s” events.  
The first takes place September 24 in Johnson City and another is set for 
October 1 in Kingsport.

Big Wigs
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  7.28.16

A fundraiser for the fight against breast cancer is sure to turn some heads 
in the region.  This morning, the Tri-Cities affiliate of the Susan G. 
Komen Foundation kicked off its Big Wigs Campaign.  During the 
month of August, 13 community leaders will proudly wear a bright pink 
wig to raise money for local breast cancer patient services and education 
programs.  Each of the Big Wigs who accepted the challenge is 
committed to raising at least $1,000 that will go directly to local breast 
cancer initiatives.  



Metabolism
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  7.29.16

New research finds that hormones used to treat high blood pressure and 
heart issues can lower metabolism and lead to obesity.  Doctors at the 
University of Iowa hope the finding will lead to new ways to treat 
obesity.

Sleep & Memory
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  7.29.16

There may be a way to improve your memory while you sleep.  A new 
study from North Carolina researchers shows patients who receive 
electric brain stimulation while they sleep have better scores on memory 
tests.

Bristol Urgent Care



Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  7.29.16

Wellmont Health System will open its second urgent care center in 
Bristol.  On Monday, it will open on State Street and will feature 12 
patient exam rooms, x-ray facilities, and a laboratory.  Wellmont Care 
Centers are open from 8 to 8 on weekdays and 10 to 6 on weekends.

Zika in Florida
Length:  1:45
Format:  Package
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.1.16

If you’re pregnant, you’re being asked not to travel to Miami.  Health 
officials say the Zika virus is spreading.  The travel advisory is for the 
one mile area north of downtown Miami in the Wynwood and 
Edgewater communities.  The CDC also says pregnant women who 
traveled here since June 15 should be tested for Zika.  Pregnant women 
living in the zone should be tested in the first and second trimesters.  The 
CDC is sending an emergency response team to Florida to help control 
the spread of the virus.  There is no known cure for the Zika virus.  
President Obama is pushing Congress to pass $1.9 billion in funding to 
battle it.



Dental Floss
Length:  1:45
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  8.2.16

It's one of the most universal recommendations in all of public health: 
Floss daily to prevent gum disease and cavities.  Except there's little 
proof that flossing works.  The federal government has recommended 
flossing since 1979. Last year, the Associated Press asked the 
departments of Health and Human Services and Agriculture for their 
evidence.  When the federal government issued its latest guidelines this 
year, the flossing recommendation had been removed, without notice. In 
a letter to the AP, the government acknowledged the effectiveness of 
flossing had never been researched, as required.  The AP looked at the 
most rigorous research conducted over the past decade, focusing on 25 
studies that generally compared the use of a toothbrush with the 
combination of toothbrushes and floss. The studies found the evidence 
for flossing was "weak" and "very unreliable."  Wayne Aldredge, 
president of the American Academy of Periodontology, acknowledges 
the weak scientific evidence. Still, he urges his patients to floss to help 
avoid gum disease.

TN Health Breastfeeding
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over – Graphics
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm



Air Date:  8.2.16

The Tennessee Department of Health is encouraging mothers to 
breastfeed their babies.  It is World Breastfeeding Week and state health 
officials want mothers to know breastfeeding is an important way to help 
babies grow.  The state believes a proper support system is needed to 
encourage more mothers to breastfeed and that’s why they’re promoting 
several community events.  One of them is called the “Big Latch On” 
event.  The Carter County Department of Health will host an event every 
Friday at 10am at Covered Bridge Park in Elizabethton.  

Alzheimer’s 500
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.2.16

A statewide race to find a cure for Alzheimer’s disease ended at Bristol 
Motor Speedway.  The Alzheimer’s Tennessee 500 crossed the finish 
line at the World’s Fastest Half Mile.  This special race is designed to 
bring awareness to Alzheimer’s and raise money to help find a cure.  It 
began in Memphis Saturday and hit several stops along the way before 
reaching Bristol.  This is the event’s first year and organizers hope to see 
many more.  In just 4 days, the Alzheimer’s Tennessee 500 raised nearly 
50 thousand dollars.



Women without Tonsils
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  Noon
Air Date:  8.3.16

A new study by Britain’s University of Dundee says women who do not 
have their tonsils or appendix have a better chance of getting pregnant.  
The 15-year study discovered pregnancy rates higher among women 
who had either tonsils or their appendix removed.  The rate was even 
higher if the women had both removed.  Researchers examined the 
medical records of more than 530,000 women across the United 
Kingdom.  

Zika Virus
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  8.3.16

Investigators are hitting the streets in Miami-Dade County in Florida 
hoping to wipe out mosquitoes that carry the Zika virus.  Officials 
believe local mosquitoes infected at least 15 people in South Florida.  
They say spraying is not enough.  They say people have to at least 2 
times a week go around the property and see if they have any standing 
water.  If they do, they need to get rid of it.  The mosquito that carries 
the virus is highly resistant to many insecticides and bites day and night, 



indoors and outdoors.  It can feed on one person then quickly feed on 3 
to 4 others in the same meal.  The NIH says the first phase of a clinical 
trial testing a Zika vaccine is now underway.  The first volunteer was 
vaccinated Tuesday.

Insomnia
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  8.5.16

Sleep problems such as insomnia and oversleeping may increase the risk 
of stroke and may also get in the way of recovering after a stroke.  
That’s the finding of a new review in the Journal Neurology.  The study 
authors say based on the research, people who have had a stroke should 
be screened for sleep disorders.

Acupuncture
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  8.5.16



Acupuncture may help improve mild memory loss that comes before 
developing dementia.  Researchers in China found it may be even more 
effective when combined with drug treatment.

Scarred Ovaries
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  8.8.16

New research suggests scarred ovaries may play a role in fertility 
problems in older women.  Doctors in Kansas tracking mice found 
scarring and inflammation hurt the quality of the eggs.  They hope the 
findings lead to treatments that delay aging in the ovaries.

State Street Urgent Care
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  8.9.16

People in Bristol now have a new option for getting health care, which 
could keep them out of the emergency room.  Wellmont and city 
officials cut the ribbon on a new urgent care center this morning.  The 
facility, located on West State Street, has 12 patient exam rooms, x-ray 



facilities and a lab.  Wellmont says it’s often a faster, more convenient 
alternative for those who may not necessarily need a trip to the 
emergency department.

Free Health Day
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  8.10.16

Tomorrow and Thursday the Health Wagon will offer free women’s 
health days.  Pap smears, clinical breast exams, diabetes and cholesterol 
screenings and blood pressure checks will be offered.  The event takes 
place at The Health Wagon on Patriot Drive in Wise, Virginia.  

Mediterranean Diet
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  8.10.16

New research suggests eating a Mediterranean Diet can slow down 
cognitive decline.  A Mediterranean Diet includes leafy greens, fresh 
fruit and vegetables, beans and nuts.  Researchers in Australia found the 
diet improves memory, attention and language.



Junk Food
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  8.10.16

A new study finds people buy most of their junk food and sugar-
sweetened drinks at the supermarket, much more so than at convenience 
stores, vending machines and entertainment venues.  The research, from 
the University of Illinois, pokes holes in the “Food Desert” theory which 
claims that lack of access to supermarkets makes the obesity crisis worse 
because it restricts people’s access to healthy foods.

Lyme disease
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  8.11.16

\

Lyme disease impacts more than 300,000 people each year.  Now, new 
research looks at the best way to prevent getting bitten by ticks that 
transmit the disease.  A new CDC study reviews decades of research on 
how to control the black legged tick that transmits the disease and 
prevent bites.  People need to be vigilant about wearing long-sleeves, 



socks, shoes and repellent.  Researchers recommend homeowners take 
steps to keep ticks out of their yards.  Getting rid of leaves and spraying 
insecticides can lower the number of ticks by about 80%.  Researchers 
also recommend you shower after spending time outdoors.  The earlier 
Lyme disease is treated, the better.  Symptoms include pain, fatigue and 
headaches.  The Global Lyme Alliance says while Lyme disease is most 
prevalent in the northeast and upper Midwest, it has been reported in all 
50 states.

Chemo & Pregnancy
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  8.11.16

Chemotherapy during pregnancy may affect the future fertility of unborn 
baby girls, according to a new study.  UK researchers exposed the 
fetuses of mice to the drug etoposide and found it damaged the ovaries 
in female fetuses.  Etoposide is currently considered safe for women in 
their second and third trimesters.

Frozen Embryos
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  8.11.16



New research shows some women are more likely to have a successful 
pregnancy using frozen embryos.  The study published in the New 
England Journal of Medicine looked at 1500 infertile women and 
compared using frozen embryos versus fresh during in-vitro fertilization.

Naloxone
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Justin Soto
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.13.16

Local organizations want to do their part in helping the drug problem 
here in our region.  Co-organizer Rhonda Coffey set a goal to purchase 
100 kits of Naloxone for Bristol Police and Fire Departments.  The drug 
is an auto-injection device that can potentially reverse the effects of a 
drug overdose.  Coffey says her son died from an overdose and she 
wants to make sure emergency teams have access to the potentially life-
saving kits.  

Cancer Heart Disease
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  8.15.16



Doctors overseas are reporting that cancer now outranks heart disease as 
the main cause of death.  Health officials in Europe say prevention and 
treatment of cardiovascular disease has led to a large decrease in the 
number of deaths in at least a dozen countries.

High Blood Pressure
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  8.15.16

A low-fat diet rich in fruits and vegetables designed to reduce high 
blood pressure appears to prevent gout, too.  Doctors at Johns Hopkins 
say it can be as effective as medication in lowering uric acid and 
preventing gout flare-ups.

AETNA Obamacare
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  8.16.16



AETNA said it will stop offering policies on individual exchanges of the 
Affordable Care Act in 11 of the 15 states where it operates.  That means 
some people with health insurance under Obamacare will lose their 
insurance next year.  AETNA says it has lost 430 million dollars on 
policies since the exchanges opened in 2014 because policy holders are 
not as healthy as expected.  United Health and Humana recently said 
they were cutting back offerings in 2017 as well.

Too Much Sitting
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  8.16.16

A new study by the American Heart Association says too much sitting is 
a potentially separate risk factor for heart disease and stroke.  It warns 
too much time between physical activities can badly impact your heart 
and blood vessels.  The group is out with a new statement just published 
in the journal Circulation.  It finds sedentary behavior might be linked to 
a higher risk of developing diabetes and cardiovascular disease.  

Obesity & Cancer
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  8.17.16



A new study suggests the longer a woman is overweight or obese, the 
more likely it is she will get cancer.  The World Health Organization 
looked at 74,000 women.  It found for every decade a woman is 
overweight or obese, her risk of obesity-related cancer goes up 7%.

Chronic Depression
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  8.17.16

New research finds a link between chronic pain and depression.  
Researchers in Scotland say both genetic factors and family environment 
increase the risk.

Strokes
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  8.19.16

Stroke patients who have anemia may have an increased risk of death up 
to a year after their stroke.  That’s according to researchers in Scotland.  



Anemia, which is a lack of red blood cells, is common in patients with 
acute stroke.

Unhealthy Diet
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter;  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  8.19.16

A mother’s unhealthy diet during pregnancy may be linked to her child’s 
behavioral problems later on.  Scientists from King’s College London 
found a connection between mothers’ high fat, high sugar diets and an 
increase in ADHD symptoms in children 7 to 13 years old.

Merger Update
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Allie Hinds
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  8.19.16

We have new developments tonight in the merger between the region’s 
largest hospital systems.  Business leaders in the Tri-Cities say they 
want the state to approve the merger as soon as possible.  Mountain 
States Health Alliance and Wellmont Health System want to merge into 
one system.  Tonight, we found out the Kingsport, Bristol and Johnson 



City Chambers of Commerce sent a letter to the State of Tennessee 
requesting that officials act quickly on the merger approval process.  In a 
letter back to the Chambers, the Tennessee Health Commissioner said 
the state is still waiting on Wellmont and Mountain States to provide 
information that was requested in March.  That’s information the state 
says it needs in order to say the application for the merger is complete.

Knox County West Nile
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.22.16

Health officials are spraying for mosquitoes that have the West Nile 
Virus tonight.  The Knox County Health Department says it has found 
mosquitoes that tested positive.  The health department is putting up 
signs in the affected neighborhoods to alert the people nearby.  Health 
officials said the virus was found in the Fourth Avenue area.  If weather 
permits, crews will begin spraying tomorrow night.  

Zika Medicare
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  Noon
Air Date:  8.24.16



Virginia’s Medicaid program is covering the cost of mosquito repellent 
to prevent people from being infected by the Zika virus.  The program 
began covering repellent on Monday.  The state health department says 
prescriptions are required for people to obtain the payment.  One refill is 
allowed per month.

Epi-Pen Cost
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  8.24.16

A spike in Epi-Pen prices is impacting people in the Tri-Cities region.  
Members of Congress are demanding to know why prices skyrocketed.  
Epi-Pens are essential for people who could have a severe allergic 
reaction that could result in death.  Virginia Senator Mark Warner is one 
of the lawmakers asking the Epi-Pen maker to respond.  A Tri-Cities 
mother we spoke with says if she did not have insurance, she would 
have to pay $2400 out of pocket.  

Insurance Rates
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.24.16



Tennessee’ Insurance Commissioner says she’s trying to keep the 
Affordable Care Act from collapsing.  That’s why she approved several 
health insurance rate increases today.  State insurance officials say if you 
are enrolled in the ACA through BlueCross Blue Shield of Tennessee, 
you could see a 62% rise in your rates.  For Cigna customers, that 
number is 46% and for Humana it is 44%.  The Tennessee Insurance 
Commissioner says she approved those rates to keep insurance 
companies from leaving the Federal Health Care Marketplace.

Epipen 
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  8.25.16

Mylan, the maker of Epipen, announced it will expand programs to 
lower Epipen costs.  The company says a savings card will cover up to 
$300 for an Epipen 2 pack.  It will also double eligibility for its patient 
assistance program, which will eliminate out of pocket costs for 
uninsured and under insured patients.  To help lower costs, patients can 
also order the injected emergency medicine direct from the company.  
The company hiked prices for Epipen as frequently as 3 times over the 
past 9 years.  The list price for a 2 pack is more than $600.

Fish Oil
Length:  :20



Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  8.26.16

A new study shows fish oil supplements could help reverse the effects of 
a high-fat diet.  Brazil researchers conducted their study on mice that 
had been fed fatty food for a month.  The mice that also consumed fish 
oil weighed less and were less likely to develop type 2 diabetes.

Blood Screening for Zika
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  8.26.16

Today, the Food and Drug Administration announced it wants all U.S. 
blood banks to start screening for the Zika virus.  The new advisory 
means all U.S. states and territories will need to conduct testing.  
Previously, the requirement applied only to areas with active Zika 
transmission.

Virginia Merger Application
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Justin Soto



Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.26.16

The region’s largest hospital systems are one step closer to merging.  
The Southwest Virginia Health Authority deemed Virginia’s application 
complete for a potential merger between Mountain States Health 
Alliance and Wellmont Health System.  Now, the State of Virginia has 
just over 2 months to decide whether to approve the application.  Both 
companies are waiting for their applications to be deemed complete in 
Tennessee.

Kidney Walk
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Curtis McCloud
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.28.16

A national organization that holds fundraiser walks in 90 cities across 
the country is now stepping through the Tri-Cities.  More than 100 
people came out to Mountain Home VA in Johnson City to walk to end 
kidney disease in the inaugural 2016 Tri-Cities Kidney Walk.  The 
group raised more than $10,000 for the National Kidney Foundation 
programs.

Generic Epipen
Length:  :25



Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  8.29.16

A cheaper, generic Epipen will soon be available.  Mylan, the maker of 
the life-saving allergy treatment, announced plans today.  Mylan said the 
generic will be available in several weeks at a cost of $300 per two-ack.  
The branded Epipen has a price tag that’s twice as much, more than 
$600.  Mylan’s announcement comes after national outrage over the 
branded version’s high price.

Merger Meetings
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.29.16

The State of Tennessee says it still needs your help with the merger 
between the region’s largest hospital systems.  The state says it is giving 
people more chances to do that during public hearings.  Mountain States 
Health Alliance and Wellmont Health System are still working to merge 
into one major hospital system.  Today, the Tennessee Department of 
Health said it would hold additional public hearings so you could help 
them determine if the merger benefits the public.  The state will have a 
meeting at the Kingsport Renaissance Center this Thursday.  It will hold 
another October 6 in Bristol at the Slater Center Auditorium.  A meeting 
in Johnson City has not yet been determined.  



Smoothies & Hepatitis
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  8.30.16

Virginia health officials say there are now 40 confirmed cases of 
Hepatitis A that are connected to frozen strawberries used at Tropical 
Smoothie Café locations across the state.  The Virginia Department of 
Health said about 55% of those infected has been hospitalized.  There 
are more than 500 of the smoothie franchises across the country.  
Virginia is not the only state impacted.  Officials say more cases could 
emerge since some symptoms take as long as 50 days to emerge.  
Hepatitis is a virus that impacts the liver.

ETSU Skin Smart
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  8.31.16

East Tennessee State University is the nation’s first “Skin Smart” 
campus.  That means the National Council on Skin Cancer Prevention 
has recognized efforts the school has made to prevent skin cancer.  



School administrators say they have agreed to ban indoor tanning 
services at the school and will not promote business for tanning salons.

Alzheimer’s
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  9.1.16

Researchers say a new experimental drug could be a game changer when 
it comes to treating Alzheimer’s disease.  Patients with early-stage 
Alzheimer’s were given the drug Aducanumab once a month for a year.  
Researchers say the drug cleared some deposits of toxic plaques from 
the brain.  It’s that plaque that experts believe plays a crucial role in 
triggering the onset of Alzheimer’s and slows memory loss.  

NAS Hospital
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Allie Hinds
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  9.1.16

So far this year, 120 babies have been born in northeast Tennessee 
dependent on drugs because of drug exposure in the womb.  Two local 
hospitals are spending their resources to better care for these babies.  A 



wing at Niswonger Children’s Hospital will soon be converted into a 
unit for babies born with Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome, or NAS.  
Typically, about 30% of the babies born in the Neonatal Intensive Care 
Unit at the hospital are born with NAS.  The wing should be open by 
early spring 2017.  In Greeneville, Takoma Regional Hospital just 
received a federal grant of $55,000 to help buy equipment especially for 
babies with NAS.  Takoma is paying for the remainder of the cost that 
totals $150,000.  Takoma is also renovating and expanding its nursery.  

Merger Meeting
Length:  :55
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.1.16

State health officials are asking the public to weigh in on the proposed 
merger between Mountain States Health Alliance and Wellmont Health 
System.  The Tennessee Department of Health met tonight in Kingsport 
to hear from community members.  The department is responsible for 
looking over the merger between the hospital systems.  Nearly a dozen 
people spoke at the meeting.  Ten supported granting a Certificate of 
Public Advantage, or COPA.  That’s a key document that must be 
granted in order for the merger to move ahead.  One person spoke 
against the merger.  Another public meeting to discuss the merger takes 
place October 6 in Bristol.

Fetuses – Asthma
Length:  :25



Format: Voice Over
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  9.5.16

Researchers in the United Kingdom say children who measured small as 
fetuses are at an increased risk for asthma.  The study tracked 2 thousand 
pregnant mothers, measured their fetuses in the first and second 
trimesters and then monitored the health of the children until age 15.

COPD
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  9.5.16

New research shows exercise reduces anxiety and depression in people 
with Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease, or COPD.  Swedish and 
Dutch researchers found physically active patients were 11%less likely 
to develop anxiety and 15% less likely to become depressed.

Ovarian Cancer
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  9.6.16



Researchers in Europe say oral contraceptive use has led to a drop in 
ovarian cancer deaths in women worldwide.  A decline in hormone 
replacement therapy to manage menopause symptoms may also play a 
role.  Ovarian cancer death rates in the US fell 16% between 2002 and 
2012.

Antibiotics
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  9.6.16

New scientific data from Netherlands suggest taking antibiotics early in 
life may raise the risk of developing allergies later on.  Doctors found 
babies given antibiotics in the first two years of life were up to 41% 
more at risk for eczema and up to 56% more likely to develop hay fever.

Flumist
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  9.7.16



Children will have to roll up their sleeves for flu protection this year.  
The CDC says the popular Flumist is sub-par, leaving parents and 
pediatricians only one option:  the flu shot.  The recommendation to 
vaccinate children against the flu remains intact.  The American 
Academy of Pediatrics suggests everyone 6 months of age and older get 
vaccinated for this year’s flu season by October.

Naloxone Availability
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  John Price
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.12.16

The state of Tennessee says pharmacists now can distribute a drug 
overdose reversal medicine.  The Tennessee Department of Health says 
that’s thanks to a new law.  It allows authorized pharmacists to give the 
medicine called Naloxone to someone who could overdose on 
prescription drugs.  It also allows them to give Naloxone to a family 
member or a friend of the person at risk.

Sugar Hazards
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  9.13.16



A new report suggests the sugar industry played down the hazards of 
sugar consumption in the 1960’s and instead pointed to fat and 
cholesterol as main risk factors for heart disease.  Researchers in 
California say the new findings point to the importance of having 
medical research free of conflicts of interest.

Ballad Health
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.14.16

Two healthcare systems trying to win permission to merge into one new 
company unveiled its new name today.  Mountain States Health Alliance 
and Wellmont Health System plan to call the merged company Ballad 
Health.  Employees learned about the new name today.  The company’s 
slogan will be “It’s your story, we’re listening.”  Mountain States and 
Wellmont hope to win state approval to launch Ballad Health, which 
will shield them from federal anti-trust restrictions, which likely would 
prevent the merger and the resulting monopoly.  The hospital systems 
joint task force decided on the name last night.  

Radiation
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead



Show:  5pm
Air Date:  9.15.16

Active monitoring offers the same chance of survival for prostate cancer 
as surgery and radiation.  That’s according to a new study in the New 
England Journal of Medicine.  Researchers found surgery and radiation 
therapy did reduce the risk of the cancer progressing over time, 
compared to active monitoring, but those treatment options also cause 
more side-effects.  

Napping
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  9.15.16

Daytime naps of an hour or more could be a warning sign of diabetes.  
Researchers in Tokyo found long daytime naps are associated with a 
45% increased risk of developing type 2 diabetes.  There was no 
increased risk for shorter naps.  Researchers stress their study does not 
show naps cause diabetes, but that naps and diabetes could share a 
common cause.

Johnson City Heart Walk
Length:  :50
Format: Voice Over – Sound Byte



Reporter:  Curtis McCloud
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.18.16

It’s an event that raises both awareness and funding to help combat the 
country’s number one and number five killers – heart disease and stroke.  
Before walkers even hit the trail for this year’s Tri-Cities Heart Walk, 
organizers said they had already raised $135,000.  The event today at 
Cardinal Park also featured CPR training and health screenings.

Codeine Warning
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  Noon
Air Date:  9.19.16

The American Academy of Pediatrics strengthens its warnings about 
prescribing codeine for children.  The academy’s advice, in today’s 
edition of the medical journal Pediatrics, mirrors warnings from the 
Food and Drug Administration about using codeine for kids’ coughs or 
pain.  A co-author of the report says physicians and parents should 
choose another remedy when possible.  Studies suggest codeine is still 
commonly prescribed, despite the reports of death and risks of 
dangerous side effects.  Those studies add there is little evidence codeine 
works to relieve coughs.



Niswonger Announcement
Length:  1:05
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  9.19.16

Local school nurses are getting some extra help caring for their students.  
Niswonger Children’s Hospital is bringing doctors into schools using 
what they are calling a virtual health clinic.  When students visit the 
school nurse, it will remotely connect to a first assist urgent care doctor 
or nurse practitioner using special video equipment.  The technology 
will allow the doctor to look inside the student’s throat, mouth, ears and 
eyes, just as if they were actually in the doctor’s office.  Parents can join 
through their computer or smartphone, enabling them to be part of the 
virtual exam without having to leave work.  The system is being used in 
37 schools in Bristol City, Greene County and Kingsport City.  
Niswonger hopes to have it implemented throughout the region by the 
end of this year’s semester.

Antibiotics
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  9.20.16

Doctors in hospitals are not prescribing fewer antibiotics to patients, 
despite a push to reign in antibiotic use and avoid super bacteria.  



Researchers reviewed files from more than 34 million patients over a 6 
year period.  They found antibiotic use did not change significantly and 
that prescriptions actually increased for powerful antibiotics often used 
as a last resort.

MSHA & Wellmont Listening Sessions
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.21.16

The public will have a chance to comment on the recently approved 
cooperative agreement between Wellmont Health System and Mountain 
States Health Alliance.  The Southwest Virginia Health Attorney made 
the announcement today.  There will be two listening sessions.  The first 
will take place at Lebanon High School on September 26 at 6pm.  The 
second will be at the student center at University of Virginia at Wise on 
September 27 at 6pm.  At each event, Mountain States and Wellmont 
will each give a brief presentation before members of the public can 
speak.

Sepsis
Length:  1:30
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  9.22.16



Sepsis is a medical condition that’s called a “silent killer.”  It’s 
particularly devastating when it develops in children.  September is 
sepsis awareness month.  Health agencies and children’s hospitals are 
trying to get out the message about what sepsis is and how it can be 
avoided.  The life-threatening condition is caused by the body’s response 
to infection.  Almost any infection can cause it, but once sepsis sets in, 
early treatment is critical.  Sepsis can cause tissue damage, organ failure 
and death.  It’s a leading cause of death among children.  Some 40,000 
children are diagnosed with sepsis each year.  Forty-five hundred die 
and 38% are left with a lifelong disability.  The trouble is, sepsis can be 
difficult to diagnose and can be confused with other conditions in its 
early stages.  The CDC says it’s important to educate people about 
infection prevention.  Always clean cuts and scrapes and maintain good 
hygiene.  It’s also important to know the signs and symptoms of sepsis.  
They are shivering accompanied by fever or feeling very cold, extreme 
pain or discomfort, clammy or discolored skin, confusion or 
disorientation, shortness of breath and a high heart rate.

C-Sections
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  9.23.16

A new study shows pregnant women who deliver their babies cesarean 
section are 4 times more likely to suffer blood clotting issues than 
women who do not deliver c section.  The American College of Chest 



Physicians Research also finds women who undergo emergency c 
sections are at greatest risk.

Alzheimer’s Walk
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Justin Soto
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  9.24.16

One in three senior citizens dies of Alzheimer’s or other forms of 
dementia.  Today, people in the Tri-Cities walked to help end a disease 
that impacts nearly 100,000 people in Tennessee.  Hundreds came out to 
Willow Springs Park in Johnson City for the 14th annual Walk to End 
Alzheimer’s.  The mission of the walk is to enhance the care of all those 
impacted by the disease and to raise money to find a cure.  The walk 
raised more than $50,000.

Morning Sickness
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  9.26.16

New research suggests women who suffer with morning sickness during 
their pregnancies have a lower risk of miscarriage.  The National 



Institutes of Health says pregnant women who suffer with the nausea or 
vomiting of morning sickness are 50 to 75% less likely to suffer a loss.  
The cause of morning sickness is not known, but researchers say it 
possibly protects the unborn baby against toxins and organisms in foods 
and drinks that can cause disease.  

Colonoscopies
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  Noon
Air Date:  9.27.16

Doctors reviewed the effects of colonoscopies on older patients.  They 
found the cancer-prevention benefits may diminish after age 75.  
Researchers looked at more than a million Medicare participants at 
average risk and found screenings modestly effective up to age 74.

Roller Coasters
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  Noon
Air Date:  9.27.16

A new study suggests roller coaster rides might help pass your kidney 
stone.  Michigan researchers say preliminary findings backed up other 



research that a ride on a moderate intensity coaster could help patients 
pass small kidney stones.

Contraception and Depression
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  7pm
Air Date:  9.28.16

A new study links hormonal contraception use to an increased risk of 
depression and first time use of anti-depressants.  The findings suggest 
young girls are especially at risk.  The study, published in JAMA 
Psychiatry, finds a 23% increase compared to non-users of hormonal 
contraception.  Researchers looked at data on more than a million girls 
and women ages 15 to 35 in Denmark.  

Telemedicine
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Micah Smith
Show:  7:30pm
Air Date:  9.28.16

Niswonger Children’s Hospital launched a Virtual Health Clinic 
program.  Right now, 37 schools within the Greene County, Bristol and 
Kingsport City School Systems participate in the program.  When a 



child is sick at school, the nurse video chats with a doctor and prescribes 
the patient’s symptoms.  At the request of the doctor, the nurse uses 
special medical tools to examine the patient.  It gives the doctor a look at 
the issue.  Parents can register their children for the Virtual Health Clinic 
and they can join the exam online.  The doctor visits are covered by 
insurance or the parents can pay a fee for the visit.

Childhood Obesity
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  9.29.16

The epidemic of childhood obesity caused more children to suffer from 
high blood pressure.  Now, researchers are finding those kids perform 
worse on cognitive tests.  A study in the Journal of Pediatrics looked at 
children between ten and 18.  Those with hypertension scored lower on 
memory tests, verbal skills and processing speed.

C-Section
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  9.29.16



Mothers who deliver their babies by C section are at an elevated risk for 
infection.  Research in the New England Journal of Medicine finds that 
adding Azithromycin to the standard antibiotic regimen cuts infection 
rates by 50%.  The study says the extra dose also reduces hospital re-
admissions after a cesarean delivery.

Healing Hands Dental
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  9.30.16

Health Hands Health Center in Bristol, Tennessee will host a free Dental 
Hygiene Fair.  The event takes place October 14 and 15.  It is for people 
across northeast Tennessee and southwest Virginia who do not have 
dental insurance.  The hours are 8am to 5pm each day.

Remote Area Medical Clinic
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  9.30.16

Health professionals with Remote Area Medical Clinic will administer 
free health, dental and vision care this weekend.  Free flu vaccines will 



also be offered.  RAM will bring its services to Grundy, Virginia.  The 
clinic will set up at Riverview Elementary Middle School and will 
operate Saturday and Sunday.  Registration begins at 6am daily. 

 

 



 

 



 

  

 

 





  

  




