
Quarterly List of WGBH-TV Programming Providing the Most Significant 
Treatment of Community Issues - WGBH-TV (July to September 2017)

I. Education/Schools/Youth

Frontline, L 7/07/17, 9pm, 60 min.
“Separate and unequal” - Sixty years after the Supreme Court declared separate schools 
for black and white children unconstitutional, FRONTLINE examines the comeback of 
segregation in America. The film focuses on Baton Rouge, Louisiana, where a group of 
mostly white parents are trying to form their own city with its own separate school 
district, leaving behind a population of black students. Through the battle in Baton 
Rouge, FRONTLINE shows the growing racial divide in American schools and the 
legacy of Brown v. Board of Education. Also this hour: FRONTLINE updates the story 
of Omarina Cabrera, a struggling student from the Bronx who today is excelling at an 
elite prep school in New England because of a groundbreaking program to stem the high 
school dropout crisis. Drawing on the 2012 film, Middle School Moment, FRONTLINE 
follows Omarina's achievements and challenges and shows the contrasts to her twin 
brother, who has remained in the Bronx.

PBS NewsHour, N 8/07/17, 11pm, 60 min. 
Are smartphones making a generation unhappy? The promise of social media is instant 
human connection. But for many teens, greater use of social media mans a far greater 
sense of isolation, according to an increasing body of evidence. William Brangham 
speaks with Jean Twenge, author of "iGen" and a new article in The Atlantic, about the 
ways smartphones are affecting an entire generation’s mental health.

PBS NewsHour, N 8/08/17, 11pm, 60 min.
Will rules on investigating college sex assault be undone? Secretary of Education Betsy 
DeVos is considering dialing down federal guidance for how colleges and universities 
should handle sexual misconduct investigations. The Obama administration issued new 
requirements in 2011 changing how schools should handle investigations on their 
campuses, drawing both praise and criticism. William Brangham learns more from Anya 
Kamenetz of NPR.



II. Housing/Urban Development

Ride Along the Lincoln Highway, N 7/07/17, 12pm, 60 min. 
Travel with Rick Sebak on America's first transcontinental highway and check out the 
changing landscape from Times Square to San Francisco. This road show incorporates 
culture, history, food, family,traditions and the changing way of the automobile.

PBS NewsHour, N 8/29/17, 11pm, 60 min.
How Houston hospitals prepared for Hurricane Harvey. In a major flood event like 
Tropical Storm Harvey, hospitals are both some of the most critical infrastructure and 
among the most vulnerable. Miles O’Brien talks to Bill McKeon, president and CEO of 
Texas Medical Center, about the crisis.

III.  Public Safety/Crime/Justice

POV, N 8/18/17, 4:30am, 90 min.
“Two Towns of Jasper” - After the brutal murder of African-American James Byrd, Jr. by 
three white supremacists in Jasper, Texas, friends Whitney Dow, who is white, and 
Marco Williams, who is black, made a film about their town. The resulting portrait 
in Two Towns of Jasper is an explicit accounting of the racial divide in America.

PBS NewsHour, N 8/18/17, 11pm, 60 min. 
Anticipating protests, Boston hopes to prevent another Charlottesville.

PBS NewsHour, N 8/24/17, 11pm, 60 min.
Sessions is dramatically reshaping Justice Department policy. Behind the scenes, 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions has been making a series of significant and controversial 
changes. Lisa Desjardins reports on how Sessions has been one of the key forces 
executing the president’s agenda and reversing the Obama legacy.

IV. Needs of Special Interest Groups

Latino Americans, N 9/17/17, 10pm, 60 min. 
“Empire of dreams” - See how the American population is reshaped by Latino 
immigration starting in 1880 and continuing into the 1940s: Cubans, Mexicans and 
Puerto Ricans begin arriving in the U.S. and start to build communities in South Florida, 
Los Angeles and New York.



Frontline, N 9/29/17, 9pm, 60 min.
“American Patriot” - See how one family's fight against the government invigorated 
armed militias and "Patriot" groups. Inside the Bundy family's standoffs over land in the 
West, and the groups aligned with them that have grown to levels not seen in decades.

PBS NewsHour, N 8/14/17, 11:30pm, 60 min.
White nationalists see violent Charlottesville rally as successful turning point.

V. Employment/Unemployment/Poverty 

PBS NewsHour, N 8/04/17, 11pm, 60 min.
Economy boasts solid gains after years of slow recovery July was the second straight 
month of solid gains for U.S. employers, who added 209,000 jobs, according to the Labor 
Department. Mark Vitner of Wells Fargo joins Judy Woodruff to discuss what it means 
for the job market, the stock market and millions of Americans.

PBS NewsHour, N 8/31/17, 11pm, 60 min. 
Futurologists have been predicting the automation armageddon -- robots replacing human 
workers -- for decades. Has the future finally arrived? Economics correspondent Paul 
Solman visits Silicon Valley to talk with leading tech thinkers and computer scientists 
about whether humanity is at a tipping point.

PBS NewsHour, N 8/02/17, 11pm, 60 min.
How a Trump-endorsed bill would change U.S. immigration A bill proposed by Sen. 
Tom Cotton, R-Ark., and Sen. David Perdue, R-Ga., and endorsed by President Trump 
would cut in half the number of people legally allowed into the United States, and mark a 
profound shift in American policy in place for a half century. Alan Gomez of USA Today 
joins Judy Woodruff to discuss what the change could mean for future job growth.

VI. Environment/Ecology

PBS NewsHour, N 8/23/17, 11pm, 60 min. 
Academic study finds Exxon Mobil misled on climate change Exxon Mobil has been 
criticized for allegedly hiding what it knew about the perils of climate change. Now 
researchers from Harvard University have published a study alleging that the oil and gas 
giant tried to systematically mislead the public about climate change for 40 years. 
William Brangham learns more from science correspondent Miles O’Brien.



NOVA, N 7/09/17, 8pm, 60 min.
“Making North America: Human” - From Ice Age to oil boom, discover the challenges 
faced and the wealth uncovered as humans take over the continent. How did we turn 
rocks into riches? And what catastrophic natural disasters could threaten the civilization 
we've built?

PBS NewsHour, N 8/08/27, 11pm, 60 min.
Takeaways from a draft government report on climate change. A draft climate change 
report is making headlines as scientists reportedly express concerns about how the Trump 
administration will respond. The New York Times reported on key findings in the 
preliminary document, including that "evidence for a changing climate abounds" and that 
human activities are primarily responsible for the changes. Lisa Friedman of The New 
York Times joins Judy Woodruff.

VII. Medical and Mental Health/Social Services

Second Opinion, N 7/23/17, 6am, 30 min.
“Mystery diagnosis” - A fascinating discussion unfolds as doctors work to solve a 
mysterious medical case affecting a prominent Boston physician. Dr. Anne Louise 
Oaklander shares her mother's medical story, which was complicated by her mother's 
knowledge as a medical professional. Follow along as the life-altering problems are 
described and the surprising diagnosis is revealed.

Brain maker with David Perlmutter, N 8/13/17, 2:30pm, 60 min.
Debilitating brain disorders are on the rise - from children diagnosed with autism and 
ADHD to adults developing dementia at younger ages than ever before. But a medical 
revolution is underway that can solve this problem: Astonishing new research is revealing 
that the health of your brain is, to an extraordinary degree, dictated by the state of your 
microbiome - the vast population of organisms that live in your body and out -number 
your own cells ten to one. What's taking place in your intestines today is determining 
your risk for any number of brain-related conditions. Fresh off his huge public television 
pledge blockbuster, BrainChange, first released in December 2013, Dr. Perlmutter 
explains in Brain Maker the potent interplay between intestinal microbes and the brain, 
describing how the microbiome develops from birth and evolves based on lifestyle 
choices, how it can become "sick," and how nurturing gut health through a few easy 
strategies can alter your brain's destiny for the better. With simple dietary 
recommendations and a highly practical program of five steps to improving gut ecology, 
Brain Maker opens the door to unprecedented brain health potential.



Second Opinion, N 8/27/17, 6am, 30 min.
“Teen depression” - Patient Story: We all want our teens to be happy and carefree, but 
the reality is that teen depression is a legitimate and life-changing disease. Ellen and 
Olivia Reardon share their story of how they worked their way through Olivia's 
depression together. 

VIII. Economy/Business

Charlie Rose, N 8/08/17, 6am, 60 min. 
A look back at the 2007 financial crisis, ten years later, with Gillian Tett, U.S. managing 
editor for the Financial Times.

PBS NewsHour Weekend, N 7/30/17, 5pm, 30 min. 
“B Corps gain foothold” - By law, American corporations must maximize profits and 
shareholder value. But in the past decade new models of corporate responsibility, known 
as Benefit Corporations and B Corps, have gained a growing foothold in the nation's 
business community. Believing business can function as a force for good, the 
Philadelphia-based "B Lab" certifies qualifying companies as B Corps after subjecting 
them to a 200-point assessment of their workforce, community impact, transparency, and 
environmental impact. Among the certified 2,200 companies worldwide are ice cream 
makers Ben & Jerry's, eyeglass manufacturer Warby Parker, and outdoor clothing giant 
Patagonia. NewsHour Weekend's Christopher Booker reports. 

Consuelo Mack Wealthtrack, N 8/06/17, 7am, 30 min. 
“Personal Retirement Paycheck” - This week's Consuelo Mack WealthTrack features two 
retirement income specialists, Professor Jamie Hopkins and financial advisor Steven 
Earhart, who explain how to create your own paycheck in retirement.

IX. Family/Morality/Religion

Martin Luther: The Idea That Changed the World, N 9/15/17, 2am, 120 mins.
An obscure monk challenges kings and popes, sparking seismic cultural changes. The 
movement called the Reformation would fuel the drive toward individualism, religious 
freedom, improved education, and women's rights. Hugh Bonneville narrates.

PBS NewsHour, N 8/11/17, 11pm, 60 min.
Your favorite book from childhood might be racist. Do you have an old children’s book 
you love? Well, there’s a good chance that it might be racist, says kids’ author Grace Lin. 
She offers her humble opinion on how you can keep loving your favorite classics while 
acknowledging the out-of-date or harmful parts.



Second Opinion, N 9/03/17, 6am, 30 min.
Patient Story: Many women choose to wait until after the age of 40 to start a family. Lucy 
Sun shares her very personal story of how she realized that making the decision to wait to 
conceive brought with it other complicated choices. 

END REPORT


