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Date: January 2015 

 

WQAD-TV, Quad Cities 

Disclosure Statement Regarding Political Advertising 

 

 
The following practices apply to purchases of advertising time for “use” by legally qualified 

candidates for public office. This Disclosure Statement is provided for general information and is 

not intended to be a part of any advertising sales contract, which is governed by applicable law 

and its own terms. Practices described herein are subject to change at WQAD’s discretion, to the 

extent permitted by law. Any changes in station procedures will be outlined in subsequent 

disclosure statements. 

 

WQAD affords reasonable access of its facilities to legally qualified candidates for federal office 

by permitting the purchase of commercial time by candidates and/or their authorized 

representatives.  

 

Consistent with applicable law, WQAD reserves the right to determine which, if any, non-federal 

races it will offer to sell advertising time, how much it will sell and during which programs and 

dayparts time will be sold. WQAD’s sales management can advise as to current station practices 

in this regard at any particular time. 

 

WQAD’s rates for commercial availabilities change from time to time in response to market 

conditions, usually on a weekly basis, but sometimes as frequently as from day to day. Revised 

rates are made available each week, and WQAD’s sales management can quote current rate 

information on request. Rates for orders placed beyond the current week are subject to change on 

a weekly basis. 

 

WQAD negotiates rates on an individual basis with all of its advertisers. Depending upon their 

individual needs and station availabilities.  As required by Federal Law, WQAD offers the 

lowest negotiated rates in each program, class of time, time period, day-part and/or rotation to 

legally-qualified political candidates and their representatives during the 45 days prior to primary 

elections and the 60 days prior to general elections. During this time, it is WQAD’s intention that 

no commercial advertiser will be charged less than the rates charged to political advertisers for 

the same day, rotation, class of time, time period, or program, as the case may be. However, if it 

is subsequently determined that a commercial advertiser paid a lower rate than a candidate for 

the same rotation, class of time, time period or program, a make-good spot, rebate or credit in the 

amount of the difference will be offered to the candidate as soon as practically possible after this 

is discovered.  

 

Outside of the 45 and 60-day periods described above, WQAD sells commercial time to legally 

qualified candidates for public office at rates comparable to those at which it sells time to 

commercial advertisers. All other terms of sale are described herein. 
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The Station defines its classes of time as follows: 

 

Level 1 Fixed; Non-Premptible 

These spots are fixed day, date and program specific will not be subject to preemption;  absent 

unforeseen circumstances, such as technical difficulties or program changes.  

 

Level 2 Pre-emptible with notice and with a make-good offered: 

These spots may be preempted in favor of other advertisements with notice to advertiser.  Spots 

purchased at this rate level have a 70% or better chance of airing.  Advertiser is guaranteed a 

make-good offer at this rate in the event of preemption. 

 

Level 3 Immediately Pre-emptible with no notice: 

These spots may be pre-empted in favor of other advertisements without notice to advertiser. 

Spots purchased at this rate level have a less than 50% chance of airing.  A make-good is not 

guaranteed at this rate level, but will be offered if available. 

 

Level 4 Run of Schedule (ROS): WQAD sells spots in broad rotations across days of the week, 

time periods and/or day-parts. Although an attempt is made to disperse the spots ordered 

randomly throughout the rotation, WQAD retains discretion as to when during the rotation a spot 

will be broadcast. Consistent with applicable law, the station does not offer direct-response or 

per-inquiry advertising to political candidates. 

 

Customized packages are available upon request. 

 

WQAD sells political advertising through 9 pm on Election Day. 

 

The Station will use their best efforts to provide “makegood” spots prior to the election for 

candidate “use” spots that are preempted by other spots or due to technical problems in 

accordance with the class of time purchased.  Although the Station’s policy is to endeavor to 

offer all candidates makegoods before the election, we cannot guarantee to any advertiser that 

the makegoods can be provided in the specific program, time period, or rotation originally 

ordered. If inventory constraints preclude such identical scheduling, the Station will offer 

makegood of equivalent value (if offered for the class of time purchased).  If these are not 

acceptable to the advertiser, the Station will provide credits or refunds for pre-empted spots.  

WQAD does not guarantee separation of political advertisements within commercial pods or 

between commercial breaks within a program. 

 

Normal WQAD credit policies apply, which requires cash payment in advance (in the form of 

cash, wire transfer or guaranteed check) before the start of all political schedules.  All political 

advertisers must provide complete information concerning the entity or individual who is paying 

for the advertisement, including the identity of its chief executive officers or members of its 

executive committee or board of directors and the name of the treasurer of their authorized 

committees. 

WQAD reserves the right to recapture spot time sold to a candidate to meet equal opportunities 

or reasonable access requirements of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended.  If spot time 



 3 

is recaptured, the candidate will be advised as soon as practicable and an appropriate refund will 

be issued. 

 

No new orders or copy changes, political or commercial, are accepted outside of regular business 

hours, Monday through Friday, 8:00am through 5:00pm.  All Advertisers must comply with 

WQAD’s traffic deadlines (this includes satellite fed spots and spots sent to WQAD’s FTP site). 

 

All political announcements and programs must include a sponsorship identification 

announcement, which fully and accurately identifies the organization or individual which has 

paid for the commercial. Please note that spots must contain a 4 second video sponsor ID, and 

the typeface must be at least 4% of the vertical height of the TV picture.  Candidates for federal 

office must comply with the requirements of the Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act of 2002.  

These requirements include new sponsorship identification requirements.  For a federal candidate 

to receive lowest unit charge, all advertisements that refer to opposing candidates must include a 

personal audio statement by the candidate that identifies the candidate, the office the candidate is 

seeking, and indicates that the candidate has approved the broadcast.  

 

The attached rate guide quotes rates for thirty-second avails. WQAD’s sales management will 

quote rates for spots of various lengths, including program-length commercials to legally-

qualified candidates for public office and their representatives on request. 

 

WQAD maintains a public inspection file at WQAD-TV, 3003 Park 16
th

 St, Moline, IL which 

includes certain required information concerning political advertising.  This file is available for 

public inspection and copying during M-F, 8:00am – 5:00pm. 

Please contact Ed Woloszyn, WQAD General Sales Manager at (309) 736-1221 if you have any 

questions or would like additional information concerning the political advertising policies or 

rates of the station. 

 

 


