
Quarterly Issues Programs List for WXRD-FM
First Quarter
January 1, 2021-March 31, 2021

WXRD-FM provides coverage of community issues in newscasts at regularly-scheduled times Monday 
through Friday.  WXRD-FM newscasts run approximately 90-to-120 seconds in length at the top of the 
hour, 5a-6p Mon-Fri, approximately 90-to-120-seconds bottom-of-hour 5:30a-6:30p. 

Description of Issue Date Approx.
Length

Content of Program/Segment (news story) 
Providing Issue Coverage:

Health and Safety 
including Novel 
Coronavirus and 
related programs

01/08/21 :50 Indiana announces residents age 80 and older are 
eligible for COVID-19 vaccine; audio from weekly 
state Governor's news conference update with State 
Chief Medical Officer

02/05/21 :36 The American Heart Association is celebrating 
"National Wear Red Day" today/Friday February 5th 
to bring attention to heart disease.  Audio with 
cardiologist who says while heart disease is the 
number one killer of women, it has a very high 
percentage of being prevented.  The "Go Red For 
Women" campaign is hoping to help people become 
more aware of their own heart health and create 
lifestyle changes to prevent heart disease and stroke. 

03/03/21 :28 Indiana health officials Tuesday announced that 
Hoosiers age 55 and older are now eligible to receive 
a free COVID-19 vaccine. The Indiana Department of 
Health also announced three upcoming mass 
vaccination clinics at Indianapolis Motor Speedway, 
University of Notre Dame and Ivy Tech Community 
College in Sellersburg. Those clinics will offer the 
Johnson & Johnson vaccine, which received its 
Emergency Use Authorization from the FDA on 
Saturday. It requires only one dose.  The state 
department of health says it has also begun planning 
for a future mass vaccination clinic in Gary in 
collaboration with local health officials. 



03/04/21 :28 The Indiana Department of Health announced 
Wednesday that Hoosiers age 50 and older are now 
eligible to receive a free COVID-19 vaccine. State 
officials say appointments for this newly eligible 
population will be available over the next several 
weeks to align with expected vaccine deliveries to 
the state. 
State health officials say to schedule an 
appointment, visit ourshot.in.gov and select a 
location from one of nearly 390 clinics around the 
state. We have that link at our website. Hoosiers 
who need assistance scheduling an appointment can 
call 2-1-1 or contact one of Indiana’s Area Agencies 
on Aging or A-A-R-P.  Nearly 70 libraries around the 
state are also helping Hoosiers schedule their 
appointments.

03/12/21 :24 Indiana State Health Commissioner says state has 
reached a turning point in fight against COVID-19, 
story included audio from state weekly COVID 
update

03/16/21 :20 Indiana Severe Weather Preparedness week is this 
week (March 14-20) and a statewide tornado drill 
communications systems test IS this morning ( 
Tuesday, March 16th ). The National Weather Service 
says the week is a time for families to review severe 
weather safety procedures. Meteorologists say 
Indiana averages over twenty tornadoes a year, 
along with hundreds of severe thunderstorms that 
produce damaging winds, large hail and flash 
flooding.

3/16/21
3/17/21

:30 Indiana expands COVID-19 vaccine eligibility age to 
45 and older, multiple stories

03/18/21 :44 Audio from Indiana State Chief Medical Officer from 
latest weekly state COVID-19 update, says Indiana 
residents are taking advantage of the state's first 
mass-vaccination clinics. Story also provided 
information on the Lake County Health Department 
will be conducting a clinic at the Merrillville High 
School Fieldhouse this weekend, March 20th and 21st, 
from 8am until 5pm, both days.  Shots are available 
by appointment only through the state's website, 
ourshot-dot-IN-dot-gov, or by calling 211.

More than 1 million Indiana residents are now fully 



vaccinated against COVID-19.  Story featured audio 
from Indiana governor. The state department of 
health says more than two-point-six million total 
doses have been administered as of today/Friday, 
(March 26th).  Eligible residents can visit OurShot-
dot-IN-dot-gov, or call 2-1-1 to make an 
appointment.

03/30/21 :28 The Alzheimer’s Association Greater Indiana Chapter 
is hosting a series of special virtual programs for 
those living with dementia, their caregivers and 
family members. Today (Tuesday, March 30th,) the 
organization will hold an effective communication 
strategy session for future healthcare workers 
beginning at 6:30pm central time.  A session on the 
effects of COVID-19 on dementia patients will be 
held tomorrow, Wednesday, March 31st at 11am 
central time, and on Wednesday, April 7th, an 
interactive program focusing on healthy living will be 
held from 2pm until 4pm.  Registration for the 
programs is free, and we have more information at 
our website.

03/30/21 :30 Stories on Indiana Governor and FEMA 
announcement that an eight-week COVID-19 mass 
vaccination clinic will begin in Gary next week.  The 
drive-thru clinic will run from April 7th to June 2nd 

03/31/20 Northwest Indiana is getting its first mass COVID 
vaccination site.  Story featured audio of Gary mayor.
The site which opens next week will be capable of 
providing two-thousand shots per day.  

Description of Issue Date Approx.
Length

Content of Program/Segment (news story) 
Providing Issue Coverage:

Community 
Programs and 
Services/Local 
Government

01/08/21 :30 Porter County has been awarded more than 81-
thousand dollars by the Federal Emergency Food and 
Shelter Program to support local food pantries and 
homeless shelter services. A local county board will 



determine how the funds will be distributed and is 
encouraging all nonprofits that serve Porter County 
and meet the requirements to apply.  Qualifying 
applicants can request an application by Monday, 
January 25.  For an application and more 
information, contact United Way of Porter County. 
We have more information at our website.

02/18/21 :32 The Portage Township Trustee has distributed over 
170 autism sensory kits to police and fire vehicles in 
Porter County, Portage, Ogden Dunes and South 
Haven.  The kits contain noise-reduction 
headphones, sunglasses, fidget toys, a dry-erase 
board, communication boards and autism awareness 
window clings that can help homes and vehicles 
identify the presence of someone with autism.  
Autism sensory kits were also  given to Portage 
Township Schools.  Each emergency department was 
also given an autism training kit to train police and 
medical responders about autism and how to best 
interact with those on the spectrum. The sensory kits 
were purchased by more than ten-thousand dollars 
raised from community members, businesses and 
organizations.

02/19/21 :40 The Director of the Indiana Housing and Community 
Development Authority says the state has received 
about 448-million dollars in emergency rental 
assistance and utility/home energy assistance 
funding through the new federal COVID-19 relief bill. 
Story featured soundbite. Six Indiana counties or 
cities, including Lake County, will administer their 
own programs. He said the state is awaiting revised 
guidance from the U-S Department of Treasury 
before accepting applications. 

03/02/21 :37 In Merrillville, the town's new Community Center 
opened Monday (March 1).  The 84-thousand square 
foot facility houses a fitness center, regulation size 
basketball and volleyball courts, elevated walking 
and jogging track, event spaces and athletic fields. 
Story included audio from Town Council President 

03/04/21 :16 In Valparaiso, the city has released a newly-
completed Residential Market Analysis and Housing 
Strategies Study. The community can view an 
Executive Summary along with the complete study at 



the city's website. The city will host an online session 
today/Thursday, March 4th, at 5:30 pm where the 
consulting firm will present key findings and invite 
the public to submit questions.

03/10/21 :16 Crown Point mayor will speak at the “State of the 
City” outdoors at Franciscan Health Pavilion at 
Bulldog Park on June 22nd. Mayor Uran will provide a 
brief recap of the State of the City over the past two 
years, present awards, and provide opportunity for 
networking. City businesses active for 35 years or 
longer in 2019 and 2020 will be recognized. 

03/16/21 :44 The state is now accepting applications for the 
Indiana Emergency Rental Assistance Program. The 
Indiana Housing and Community Development 
Authority says the program can provide eligible 
Hoosiers financially-impacted by COVID-19 with up 
to twelve months of rental assistance.  Story 
featured audio of Executive Director of the Indiana 
Housing and Community Development Authority.  Six 
Indiana municipalities, including Lake County, have 
also received funding and are administering their 
own programs, and renter households living in those 
counties or cities must apply through their local 
program.  We have a link for more information at our 
website.

3/22/21
3/23/21

:24 In Valparaiso, an informational Zoom webinar on the 
city's Neighborhood Improvement Grants is coming 
up later this month. Valparaiso’s Community 
Engagement Director and creator of the program 
says over the past three years, the grants have 
helped neighbors come together for common goals 
like signage and sidewalks, playground equipment, 
bus stop benches and more. New this year, multiple 
neighborhoods may join together to submit one 
application. We have a link to the March 31st 
webinar at our website.

03/31/21 :20 In Valparaiso, there's an informational Zoom webinar 
at 6-o'clock tonight (Wed Mar 31) on the city's 
Neighborhood Improvement Grants. Valparaiso’s 
Community Engagement Director and creator of the 
program says  the grants have helped neighbors 
come together for common goals like signage and 



sidewalks, playground equipment, bus stop benches 
and more. We have  a link for details at our website.

Description of Issue Date Approx.
Length

Content of Program/Segment (news story) 
Providing Issue Coverage:

Transportation
01/08/21 :30 Indiana's governor announces nearly 173-million 

dollars in federal funding that will allow construction 
to begin on the South Shore Line's Double Track 
Project, the installation of a second mainline track 
between Gary and Michigan City. It also includes 
nine new platforms and adding over 13-hundred 
parking spaces. Also, in Michigan City, the rail will be 
separated from the roadway and 21 at-grade 
crossings will be closed. The project is expected to 
more than double ridership and reduce travel times 
for all passengers traveling east of Gary. The Federal 
Transit Administration and Northern Indiana 
Commuter Transportation District signed the Full 
Funding Grant Agreement Thursday. 

Description of Issue Date Approx.
Length

Content of Program/Segment (news story) Providing 
Issue Coverage:

Education
02/05/21 :68 Local package with audio on Indiana FFA preparing 

for National FFA Week. The annual celebration is a 
time for students to celebrate the organization and 
educate the public about the importance of 
agriculture education.  The celebration will take place 
from February 20th through the 27th.  Featured 
soundbite from Indiana FFA State Secretary

03/12/21 :24 Story about a new class in Valparaiso.  Northwest 
Health Emergency Medical Services will be hosting an 
EMT-Basic Course from April 12 to July 21. The class 
will be held in Valparaiso every Monday and 
Wednesday evening starting April 12, from 6:00 pm 
to 9:30 pm.  Graduates will receive their National 
Certification EMT-Basic

03/30/21 :60 In Lake County, a new college program will help 



students and employers connect. Ivy Tech has 
established the new office of Career Coaching and 
Employer Connections. Story featured local audio. 
Career specialists will help faculty and students with 
“work and learn” experiences

Description of Issue Date Approx.
Length

Content of Program/Segment (news story) Providing 
Issue Coverage:

Jobs/Employment/ 
Economic 
Development

02/18/21 :40 Story on the Commerce Department releasing the 
latest monthly retail results showing a surge in 
spending in January. Voicer on the latest numbers.

03/04/21 :30 Hundreds of new jobs are being created by Amazon in 
Northwest Indiana with the opening of two new 
delivery stations planned for this year. The company 
on Wednesday announced one will be in Merrillville in 
the Ameriplex at the Crossroads Business Park on 
Georgia Street.  The other will be in Valparaiso at the 
Lakes of Valparaiso Business Park on Memorial 
Parkway. Another opened in South Bend last month, 
and two more Amazon logistics facilities scheduled to 
open this year will be in Indianapolis and Greenfield.

03/24/21 :58 Indiana residents can use the state's new Hoosier 
Talent Network website to match one of more than 
135,000 job openings around the state.  Story 
included audio of two Indiana state representatives. 
The Indiana Department of Workforce Development's 
new online tool connects individuals searching for 
work directly to employers in their desired locations.  
Companies can also use the website to connect with 
possible employees. The platform is powered by 
artificial intelligence and can understand a job 
seeker's skills and capabilities to match them to 
relevant jobs.

03/26/21 :20 The Indiana Department of Transportation is hosting a 
virtual career fair Thursday April 1st from Noon to 1pm 
Eastern, 11am to noon Central time. INDOT says it is 
recruiting applicants for open full-time and seasonal 
positions in highway maintenance, fleet services, 
construction engineering and construction project 



inspections. Recruiters from INDOT will be available to 
answer questions and provide information on the 
benefits of joining the State of Indiana team. 

03/26/21 :25
The US Senate has voted to extend the Paycheck 
Protection Program. Voicer on extension of program.

03/31/21 :60 The Valpo Chamber is endorsing the Journeyman 
Distillery project. Story featured audio with President 
of Valpo Chamber of Commerce who said the 
Valparaiso Chamber Board of Directors has voted to 
support the project as an outstanding economic 
catalyst for the city. He said the project does several 
things, including bringing a very successful dining 
destination business to Valparaiso. He also said it 
repurposes a large and long-vacant industrial building 
into a destination tourism attraction and will extend 
the city's downtown to the south and increase the 
demand for housing in downtown Valparaiso. 

Description of Issue Date Approx.
Length

Content of Program/Segment (news story) Providing 
Issue Coverage:

Environment
03/23/21 :28 The Recycling and Waste Reduction District of Porter 

County says its three compost sites officially 
reopened for the season Monday (March 22).  
Residents can bring in branches, limbs, weeds, brush 
and leaves for disposal.  Nutrient-rich compost for 
home gardening and lawn care will also be available.  
Porter County's compost sites are located in Boone 
Grove , Portage and in Valparaiso.  The Valparaiso site 
is also a collection site for plastic bags, old electronics, 
batteries and smoke detectors. We have a link for 
more information at Green Zone under the 
Community dropdown menu at our website.

03/30/21 :30 The registration deadline has been extended to April 
2nd for a program called "Grass to Garden". Purdue 
Extension says their program talks about how to start 
a community-based garden, improving access to local 
foods and creating healthier communities.  Purdue 
Extension educators from Lake, Porter, LaPorte and 



St. Joseph counties are hosting the Grass to Garden 
program each Tuesday in April. The class is being 
offered virtually and in-person.

03/31/21 :20 Porter County Recycling and Waste Reduction is 
offering a Virtual Master Recycler Course that begins 
on Earth Day. Participants learn about waste 
prevention, household hazardous waste, home 
composting and more. The course via zoom Thursday 
evenings at 6:30 starts on April 22nd for 6 weeks and is 
open to individuals who live or work in Porter County. 
We have more information at Green Zone under the 
Community dropdown menu at our website.

Description of Issue Date Approx.
Length

Content of Program/Segment (news story) Providing 
Issue Coverage:

Local Outreach, 
Volunteering

03/09/21 :60 Humanitarian aid organization Hearts in Motion in 
Schererville and Tradewinds have partnered up to 
donate prom dresses to 30 special needs girls from 
the Region. Package featuring local audio 

03/30/21 :60 Strack and Van Til is partnering with Meals on Wheels 
with a round-up campaign that started Monday 
(March 29th) to help support meal delivery. Package 
featured local audio


