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Agriculture
CCV JUL 5, 2018 Celebrating Nature
The San Luis Obispo Botanical Garden is the Gem of the Morros, a one of a kind garden 
dedicated to honoring and preserving our connection with nature. The garden, which started in 
1989, is home to a variety of plants and when the master plan is complete, the 150-acre garden 
will be the only garden of its kind in the United States exclusively devoted to the ecosystems and 
plants of the five Mediterranean climate regions of the world. 

I&I JUL 25, 2018 Playing With Food: In the kitchen gardens
Gardens across the Central Coast are busting with fruits and vegetables! Just as you might be 
utilizing your backyard bounty, so too are some bigger operations. Father Ian visits kitchen 
gardens that feed large groups of people in a college cafeteria and an upscale restaurant. 
Discover how garden-to-table is improving the way we eat out on Playing With Food.

NEWS AUG 1, 2018 Pesticide that harms children’s brains could soon be listed as toxic 
in California
A group of nine scientists on California's Scientific Review Panel agreed that a pesticide used on 
more than 60 crops, grown in the Salinas Valley and around the state, should be listed as a toxic 
air contaminant. 

NEWS AUG 1, 2018 KCBX Two-way: Groundwater in the Cuyama Valley
Where does the Central Coast get its water, our most fundamental of needs? Some comes in the 
form of rain filling up local reservoirs; some from the State Water Project, a long system of pipes 
and canals that carry melted snow from the Sierra Nevada mountains to the central and southern 
part of the state. And a significant amount comes from underground, pumped up via wells.
Until just four years ago, groundwater was totally unregulated in California. But extended 
droughts made it clear that Californians needed to figure how to manage the underground water 
supply. 

NEWS AUG 9, 2018  Federal judicial panel bans the pesticide chlorpyrifos
In a decision that surprised many, a federal court released a decision Thursday ordering the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to effectively ban the pesticide chlorpyrifos.

I&I SEP 26, 2018  Playing With Food: Experimenting with etrog
Learn more about this thick-skinned fruit grown in Big Sur.  

Books
I&I JUL 25, 2018 The life of an audiobook narrator
Are you a fan of audiobooks? Audiobooks are the fastest growing segment in the digital 
publishing industry. Join host Brian Reynolds as he talks with professional audiobook narrator 
Jim Seybert. Jim Seybert has narrated over 30 nonfiction audiobooks, available on Audible and 
other platforms.

I&I AUG 22, 2018 Fixing the brain
Join host Brian Reynolds as he discusses neuroscience and neuroengineering with Dr. Bridget 
Queenan, Neuroscientist and Associate Director of UCSB’s Brain Initiative and Research 
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Director of the UCSB Nanolab. Dr. Q discusses the highly creative work in the STEM 
professions and how public tax dollars investing in science and technology provide cures, 
solutions, and discoveries that make us safe, strong, and happy.

Business
NEWS JUL 13, 2018 Oil company wants to use Central Coast highways to truck 
offshore crude oil
The 2015 Refugio oil spill in Santa Barbara County dumped an estimated 140,000 gallons of 
crude oil onto area beaches. It also effectively shut down operations at three offshore oil 
platforms. 

NEWS JUL 23, 2018 Workers leaving California labor force even as unemployment 
stays near record lows by BEN ADLER/CAPITAL PUBLIC RADIO
California’s unemployment rate remains at a record low of 4.2 percent in the latest jobs report. 
But a closer look shows 2018 has not exactly been a banner year for the state’s labor market.

NEWS AUG 7, 2018  State tax collectors target Santa Barbara's cascarones vendors
Cascarones—or confetti eggs—are a long-standing Mexican tradition. Chicken eggs are 
hollowed out, cleaned and decorated, then filled with toys or confetti. And often, the resulting 
party favor is then cracked over people's heads as a gag. The colorful creations are frequently 
seen around Easter, as well as other holidays and festivals, like Santa Barbara’s Fiesta, a 
celebration of the city’s culture and heritage. But this year, state officials descended on the event, 
threatening to issue citations to cascarones vendors, unless they started paying state taxes on 
their sales.

NEWS SEP 12, 2018 E-scooters may be coming to San Luis Obispo, but not this week
Electric scooter rentals may be coming to San Luis Obispo, but not Thursday, as scooter 
company Bird had planned. City officials said they’ve been in contact with Bird, which deploys 
e-scooters and runs an app that allows electric vehicle sharing. It appears the company had 
planned a “rogue launch” of its e-scooters without city approval. 

I&I SEP 13, 2018 Ears On Art: Glass Clay
EOA visits with local glass artist Paula Radke. Based in Morro Bay, Paula has been creating with 
glass for several decades. Her work often involves bead making, fusing, and slumping, and she 
has recently developed a new product she calls "glass clay." She opens her new retail outlet this 
September on the Embarcadero in Morro Bay.

CCV SEP 20, 2018  Experience the Central Coast Writers Conference
The Central Coast Writer’s Conference has been helping new and established writers fulfill their 
dreams for more than 30 years. Considered one of the best writer’s conferences in the US, the 
goal of the conference is to make affordable, intimate and interactive workshops, teaching skill 
development in numerous writing genres and offer opportunities to build relationships with 
authors, editors and marketing professionals.  It is an essential destination for writers, teachers, 
students, editors, and publishers.

I&I SEP 26, 2018 Marketing SLO County



5

San Luis Obispo County has special taxing district dedicated solely to attracting tourism to the 
area. Visit SLO CAL is a non-profit focused on branding the county as a travel destination for 
people around the world. KCBX's Greta Mart spoke with Chuck Davidson, president and CEO at 
Visit SLO CAL, about what visitors like about SLO County, what they don't like, and when to 
draw the line on too much tourism.

NEWS SEP 27, 2018  SLO police help lead statewide investigation into Apple store 
robberies 
by DREW SANDSOR/CAPITAL PUBLIC RADIO 
Seventeen people have been charged in connection with a series of robberies at Apple stores in 
California. As of Thursday afternoon, eight of those suspects are in custody. 

Career
CCV JUL 5, 2018 Life after #MeToo
More than six months after the #MeToo movement began, its effects continue to be widely felt 
across the nation. Hardly a week goes by when another media story isn’t published. The 
movement which began by exposing the abuses of powerful men in the media industry, has now 
spread to numerous other industries and occupations, including a variety of well-known 
corporations and educational institutions. 

NEWS JUL 23, 2018 Workers leaving California labor force even as unemployment 
stays near record lows by BEN ADLER/CAPITAL PUBLIC RADIO
California’s unemployment rate remains at a record low of 4.2 percent in the latest jobs report. 
But a closer look shows 2018 has not exactly been a banner year for the state’s labor market.

I&I JUL 25, 2018 The life of an audiobook narrator
Are you a fan of audiobooks? Audiobooks are the fastest growing segment in the digital 
publishing industry. Join host Brian Reynolds as he talks with professional audiobook narrator 
Jim Seybert. Jim Seybert has narrated over 30 nonfiction audiobooks, available on Audible and 
other platforms.

CCV AUG 9, 2018 How to Choose Your "Ticket Into Tech"
The job market in SLO is challenging. Much of the workforce is ‘underemployed’ and the 
county was recently ranked the sixth most unaffordable place to live in the United States. While 
tech jobs in SLO have increased 20 percent in last five years according to California Center for 
Jobs and the Economy, due in large part to the bustling startup scene and larger tech firms 
moving into the area like Amazon, local tech firms have found it challenging to source local 
high-skilled workers.

I&I SEP 5, 2018 A conference to help writers hone their craft
There's a conference taking place at the end of the month in San Luis Obispo designed for those 
studying the art of writing. Whether you are a writer in search of a publisher or have a great idea 
for a movie, the 34th annual Central Coast Writers Conference is taking place September 27-29 
at Cuesta College. KCBX's Greta Mart met with conference director Teri Bayus to learn more 
about the three-day event.

CCV SEP 20, 2018  Experience the Central Coast Writers Conference
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The Central Coast Writer’s Conference has been helping new and established writers fulfill their 
dreams for more than 30 years. Considered one of the best writer’s conferences in the US, the 
goal of the conference is to make affordable, intimate and interactive workshops, teaching skill 
development in numerous writing genres and offer opportunities to build relationships with 
authors, editors and marketing professionals.  It is an essential destination for writers, teachers, 
students, editors, and publishers.

Charities, Social Services & Non-Profits
I&I JUL 13, 2018  Ears on Art: A glass blower and cow creator in Los Osos
This week 'Ears on Art" visits with Los Osos-based artist Ted Emrick. Emrick is a sculptor 
working in a variety of materials, with glass being one of his favorites. He loves to teach and 
volunteers at Morro Bay High School, where last year he helped students create one of the cows 
for the Cow Parade, an international public art exhibit that features fiberglass cows painted, 
modified and decorated by local artists.

RT AUG 9, 2018  Service to country, others, and self
Brandon Demchak enlisted in the U.S. Army at 21 and was deployed twice before being 
honorably discharged in 2015. Demchak returned home, like many veterans, with a "noise in his 
head" that haunted his days and nights. He was soon diagnosed as PTSD. His journey to healing 
led to discovering a gift for film and storytelling. Today, Brandon is dedicated to bringing a 
message of hope and awareness to fellow veterans and civilians through the big screen.

CCV SEP 20, 2018  Experience the Central Coast Writers Conference
The Central Coast Writer’s Conference has been helping new and established writers fulfill their 
dreams for more than 30 years. Considered one of the best writer’s conferences in the US, the 
goal of the conference is to make affordable, intimate and interactive workshops, teaching skill 
development in numerous writing genres and offer opportunities to build relationships with 
authors, editors and marketing professionals.  It is an essential destination for writers, teachers, 
students, editors, and publishers.
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CCV SEP 27, 2018 The Power of Giving
In 1998, The Community Foundation San Luis Obispo County began its mission to provide the 
local community with an enduring form of local support. Today, 20 years later, this mission 
continues, by providing leadership and encouraging charitable giving for the issues that improve 
and enhance lives in the county.  In 2017 through a commitment to philanthropic leadership and 
the help of forward-thinking donors and community partners, they were able to distribute a 
record $5 million in grants and scholarships to support a variety of important work in San Luis 
Obispo.

Civil Rights
I&I SEP 13, 2018 KCBX Two-way: Inmate death rate at the SLO County jail
The San Luis Obispo County jail has been under scrutiny for several years over inmate deaths 
inside the facility. The issue came to a head in 2017 after the death of Andrew Holland, a 
mentally ill inmate who had been tied to a restraint chair for almost two days. About 10 days ago 
another inmate inside the jail committed suicide.

Community
CCV JUL 12, 2018  Shakespeare on the Central Coast
Established in 1990, The Central Coast Shakespeare Festival has been committed to providing 
professional, entertaining productions of Shakespeare's work, as well as other timeless and 
classical stories ever since. The Festival provides local artists the opportunity to work alongside 
visiting professionals and believes in the power of theatre to change lives-- Artists and 
Audience's alike. Part of their mission is nurturing future theatre going audiences by presenting 
live theatre in a beautiful outdoor setting, which adds to the rich and varied cultural community 
that the Central Coast already enjoys.

NEWS JUL 13, 2018 Oil company wants to use Central Coast highways to truck 
offshore crude oil
The 2015 Refugio oil spill in Santa Barbara County dumped an estimated 140,000 gallons of 
crude oil onto area beaches. It also effectively shut down operations at three offshore oil 
platforms.

NEWS AUG 6, 2018  SLO utility boxes serve as canvas for local artists
In February, San Luis Obispo put out a call for artists, looking for local talent to submit ideas for 
painting 26 utility boxes around the city. The city’s park and recreation department received over 
200 submissions, and in the end, 19 artists were selected. This week, those artists started their 
painting projects. 

NEWS AUG 13, 2018  Commuter train service ahead for Salinas
Work is underway on a local passenger rail project. It will create commuter train service from 
Salinas.

I&I AUG 16, 2018 Central Coast Curious: What is that giant pyramid in San Luis 
Obispo?
As part of our Central Coast Curious series, we received this question from Juliane McAdam: 
"Every time I drive past the San Luis Obispo Cemetery on Higuera, I wonder what the giant 
pyramid is all about. Is it a tomb or a monument?" KCBX News wondered the same thing and 
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around the same time, so did reporter Andrew Sheeler at the San Luis Obispo Tribune. Sheeler 
reported on the history of San Luis Obispo's iconic pyramid for his series, "That's SLO Weird," 
and we invited Sheeler to the KCBX studio to tell us all about it.

I&I SEP 5, 2018  Cal Poly's 'Local Connections' for out-of-state students
As Cal Poly gets ready for a new school year, the administration is letting new students and their 
families know about an orientation program underway for a few years called Local Connections. 
It's aimed at helping acclimate out-of-state students from all walks of life to university life far 
away from home and here on the Central Coast.

NEWS SEP 6, 2018 Green light for contentious San Luis Obispo bike lane plan
After two years of fierce community debate, the San Luis Obispo city council cast a deciding 
vote this week to build protected bike lanes between downtown and Foothill Boulevard.

NEWS SEP 7, 2018 Cambria teachers declare "no confidence" in district 
superintendent
In San Luis Obispo County, 97 percent of Cambria’s Coast Unified School District teachers have 
voted “no confidence” in the district’s superintendent. The teachers cast their vote earlier in the 
summer, and delivered it to the school board last month. The Coast Unified board of trustees 
held a special meeting Thursday night to evaluate the superintendent’s performance, and to 
consider whether to continue her employment. But first, they heard from a packed room of 
teachers, staff and parents. 

NEWS SEP 10, 2018 Public forum series aims to inform Paso Robles
Paso Robles residents looking for a crash course in civics—and to get more involved in 
community issues—have an opportunity to do so over the next month. City officials have 
launched a forum series called “Paso Talks” to help break down local government issues.

NEWS SEP 12, 2018 Protest vote falls short in Morro Bay; water and sewer rates set to 
spike
Morro Bay water and sewer residential customers will be paying up to $41 dollars more a month 
for service, starting next summer. On Tuesday night, the Morro Bay city council voted to raise 
the rates, after counting the results of a community vote. Those opposed to the rate increase were 
short by an estimated 636 protest votes. 

NEWS SEP 12, 2018 E-scooters may be coming to San Luis Obispo, but not this week
Electric scooter rentals may be coming to San Luis Obispo, but not Thursday, as scooter 
company Bird had planned. City officials said they’ve been in contact with Bird, which deploys 
e-scooters and runs an app that allows electric vehicle sharing. It appears the company had 
planned a “rogue launch” of its e-scooters without city approval. 

NEWS SEP 19, 2018  Diablo Canyon community settlement signed into state law
A new state law mandates that San Luis Obispo County and a coalition of local entities receive 
over $85 million dollars to help mitigate the closing of the Diablo Canyon Power Plant. 
Governor Jerry Brown has signed a bill co-sponsored by Central Coast state lawmakers Bill 
Monning and Jordan Cunningham.
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Crafts & Fine Art
I&I JUL 13, 2018  Ears on Art: A glass blower and cow creator in Los Osos
This week 'Ears on Art" visits with Los Osos-based artist Ted Emrick. Emrick is a sculptor 
working in a variety of materials, with glass being one of his favorites. He loves to teach and 
volunteers at Morro Bay High School, where last year he helped students create one of the cows 
for the Cow Parade, an international public art exhibit that features fiberglass cows painted, 
modified and decorated by local artists.

NEWS AUG 6, 2018  SLO utility boxes serve as canvas for local artists
In February, San Luis Obispo put out a call for artists, looking for local talent to submit ideas for 
painting 26 utility boxes around the city. The city’s park and recreation department received over 
200 submissions, and in the end, 19 artists were selected. This week, those artists started their 
painting projects.

I&I AUG 8, 2018 Ears on Art: Architecture and sculpture
Joe Kourakis is a Cal Poly professor emeritus. On this month's Ears on Art episodes, Kourakis 
the conversation is about his architecture design concepts and his sculpture.

I&I SEP 13, 2018 Ears On Art: Glass Clay
EOA visits with local glass artist Paula Radke. Based in Morro Bay, Paula has been creating with 
glass for several decades. Her work often involves bead making, fusing, and slumping, and she 
has recently developed a new product she calls "glass clay." She opens her new retail outlet this 
September on the Embarcadero in Morro Bay.

NEWS SEP 19, 2018 Mixing it up at Cuesta College's clay stomp
It's harvest time on the Central Coast, and grapes aren't the only thing being crushed.

Crime
NEWS AUG 30, 2018  No bail law signed by Governor Brown 
by BOB MOFFITT/CAPITAL PUBLIC RADIO 
California's legislature has done away with the cash bail system, after Governor Jerry Brown 
signed the new law this week. 
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NEWS SEP 13, 2018 KCBX Two-way: Inmate death rate at the SLO County jail
The San Luis Obispo County jail has been under scrutiny for several years over inmate deaths 
inside the facility. The issue came to a head in 2017 after the death of Andrew Holland, a 
mentally ill inmate who had been tied to a restraint chair for almost two days. About 10 days ago 
another inmate inside the jail committed suicide.

NEWS SEP 21, 2018  Salinas police cite 'transparency' for making star turn on reality 
TV show
A Central Coast police department is making its debut as the star of an upcoming reality 
television show. Cable channel A&E’s documentary series “Live PD” will air its season three 
premiere from Salinas this weekend. Unlike other police reality television shows, “Live PD” 
offers a real-time view of a night of police operations. The Salinas Police Department is the first 
California agency to appear on the show.

NEWS SEP 27, 2018  SLO police help lead statewide investigation into Apple store 
robberies 
by DREW SANDSOR/CAPITAL PUBLIC RADIO 
Seventeen people have been charged in connection with a series of robberies at Apple stores in 
California. As of Thursday afternoon, eight of those suspects are in custody. 

Economics
NEWS JUL 23, 2018 Workers leaving California labor force even as unemployment 
stays near record lows by BEN ADLER/CAPITAL PUBLIC RADIO
California’s unemployment rate remains at a record low of 4.2 percent in the latest jobs report. 
But a closer look shows 2018 has not exactly been a banner year for the state’s labor market. 

NEWS AUG 7, 2018  State tax collectors target Santa Barbara's cascarones vendors
Cascarones — or confetti eggs — are a long-standing Mexican tradition. Chicken eggs are 
hollowed out, cleaned and decorated, then filled with toys or confetti. And often, the resulting 
party favor is then cracked over people's heads as a gag. The colorful creations are frequently 
seen around Easter, as well as other holidays and festivals, like Santa Barbara’s Fiesta, a 
celebration of the city’s culture and heritage. But this year, state officials descended on the event, 
threatening to issue citations to cascarones vendors, unless they started paying state taxes on 
their sales.

NEWS SEP 12, 2018 Protest vote falls short in Morro Bay; water and sewer rates set to 
spike
Morro Bay water and sewer residential customers will be paying up to $41 dollars more a month 
for service, starting next summer. On Tuesday night, the Morro Bay city council voted to raise 
the rates, after counting the results of a community vote. Those opposed to the rate increase were 
short by an estimated 636 protest votes. 
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NEWS SEP 19, 2018  Diablo Canyon community settlement signed into state law
A new state law mandates that San Luis Obispo County and a coalition of local entities receive 
over $85 million dollars to help mitigate the closing of the Diablo Canyon Power Plant. 
Governor Jerry Brown has signed a bill co-sponsored by Central Coast state lawmakers Bill 
Monning and Jordan Cunningham.

Education
NEWS JUL 12, 2018 UC admits record number of transfers
The University of California says it's admitting a record number of transfer students for the 
upcoming school year. 

NEWS JUL 26, 2018 Arts Beat: Unique summer camp offers kids operatic training
Every summer, a San Luis Obispo nonprofit puts on a kid's camp focused on an art form not 
usually considered a favorite of the under-18 set—opera. But as Carol Tangeman discovers, the 
region's professional opera company offers a whirlwind experience that gets local kids singing.

CCV AUG 23, 2018  ECHO – Empowering the Homeless with Tools for Self-
Sufficiency
The face of homelessness is not what was once pictured a decade ago. They can be your 
neighbor, friend, relative or coworker once a tragedy strikes. Homelessness affects a community 
in many ways and empowering fellow community members by assisting them get on their feet 
and become contributing members of society again is beneficial for everyone in the community.

NEWS AUG 30, 2018  Arts Beat: A look behind the scenes at PCPA
In the Central Coast city of Santa Maria, there is a community college-based conservatory that 
teaches students everything they need to pursue a professional career in theater. For decades, the 
Pacific Conservatory Theatre has offered a two-year vocational program, and alumni include 
stars like Robin Williams and Kathy Bates.

CCV AUG 31, 2018  Celebrating Peace Week on the Central Coast
The International Day of Peace ("Peace Day") is observed around the world each year on 
September 21. Established in 1981 by unanimous United Nations resolution, Peace Day provides 
a globally shared date for all humanity to commit to Peace above all differences and to contribute 
to building a Culture of Peace. As defined by the United Nations, “A Culture of Peace” is a “set 
of values, attitudes, modes of behavior and ways of life that reject violence and prevent conflicts 
by tackling their root causes to solve problems through dialogue and negotiation among 
individuals, groups and nations.”

I&I SEP 5, 2018 A conference to help writers hone their craft
There's a conference taking place at the end of the month in San Luis Obispo designed for those 
studying the art of writing. Whether you are a writer in search of a publisher or have a great idea 
for a movie, the 34th annual Central Coast Writers Conference is taking place September 27-29 
at Cuesta College. KCBX's Greta Mart met with conference director Teri Bayus to learn more 
about the three-day event.

I&I SEP 5, 2018  Cal Poly's 'Local Connections' for out-of-state students
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As Cal Poly gets ready for a new school year, the administration is letting new students and their 
families know about an orientation program underway for a few years called Local Connections. 
It's aimed at helping acclimate out-of-state students from all walks of life to university life far 
away from home and here on the Central Coast.

I&I SEP 5, 2018  Meet Dr. Jill Stearns, Cuesta College's new president
The new school year is already underway at Cuesta College in San Luis Obispo County. The 
community college went through a leadership change this summer when the school's former 
president, Dr. Gil Stork, retired after half a century with the school. After a nationwide search, 
Dr. Jill Stearns became Cuesta College’s seventh superintendent and president in July. Dr. 
Stearns recently sat down with KCBX's Greta Mart and Tyler Pratt to discuss her background 
and her vision for the school's future.

NEWS SEP 7, 2018 Cambria teachers declare "no confidence" in district 
superintendent
In San Luis Obispo County, 97 percent of Cambria’s Coast Unified School District teachers have 
voted “no confidence” in the district’s superintendent. The teachers cast their vote earlier in the 
summer, and delivered it to the school board last month. The Coast Unified board of trustees 
held a special meeting Thursday night to evaluate the superintendent’s performance, and to 
consider whether to continue her employment. But first, they heard from a packed room of 
teachers, staff and parents. 

NEWS SEP 19, 2018 Mixing it up at Cuesta College's clay stomp
It's harvest time on the Central Coast, and grapes aren't the only thing being crushed.

Environment
NEWS JUL 10, 2018 Fast-moving blazes and evacuations the new normal for many 
Californians
Wildfires continue to burn across California. In the northern part of the state, a fire that’s burned 
tens of thousands of acres and forced many to evacuate has now jumped into Oregon. Over the 
weekend a rash of high temperatures and dry winds sparked fires across the Central Coast and in 
southern California. A fast-moving fire in the city of Goleta tore through 100 acres and destroyed 
13 homes in a matter of hours.

NEWS JUL 13, 2018 Oil company wants to use Central Coast highways to truck 
offshore crude oil
The 2015 Refugio oil spill in Santa Barbara County dumped an estimated 140,000 gallons of 
crude oil onto area beaches. It also effectively shut down operations at three offshore oil 
platforms. 
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NEWS JUL 19, 2018 Santa Barbara moves to ban plastic straws, Styrofoam
Santa Barbara officials decided this week to join other cities like San Luis Obispo in banning 
plastic straws and polystyrene. Most in attendance at Tuesday’s city council meeting were in 
support of the ban, but questions were raised about enacting one-size-fits-all rules for everyone.

NEWS JUL 31, 2018 Santa Barbara to revisit proposed plastic straw ban
In mid-July, after several months of Santa Barbara city officials engaging with restaurants and 
businesses in an effort to reduce waste in the city, the Santa Barbara city council voted to pass 
local laws banning plastic straws, stirrers and cutlery and polystyrene—also known as 
Styrofoam—food containers. But at their July 24 meeting, council members voted to dial that 
back a bit. City of Santa Barbara Environmental Services Outreach Coordinator, Bryan 
Latchford, worked on both ordinances and spoke with KCBX’s Tyler Pratt to help explain what 
happened. 

NEWS AUG 1, 2018 Pesticide that harms children’s brains could soon be listed as toxic 
in California
A group of nine scientists on California's Scientific Review Panel agreed that a pesticide used on 
more than 60 crops, grown in the Salinas Valley and around the state, should be listed as a toxic 
air contaminant. 

NEWS AUG 9, 2018  Federal judicial panel bans the pesticide chlorpyrifos
In a decision that surprised many, a federal court released a decision Thursday ordering the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to effectively ban the pesticide chlorpyrifos.

NEWS SEP 14, 2018 Could a ban on fishing in international waters become a reality?
The jury is in on marine reserves: They work. Research has repeatedly shown that fish numbers 
quickly climb following well-enforced fishing bans, creating tangible benefits for fishers who 
work the surrounding waters. In fact, many experts believe fishing will only be sustainable if 
marine reserves are expanded significantly. That's why some activists and scientists are now 
discussing the idea of creating a marine reserve so big it would cover most of the ocean. 
Specifically, they want fishing banned in international waters. 

NEWS SEP 23, 2018  New laws address forest management, fire insurance
California will be changing the way it manages forests and wild lands near urban areas, after a 
Central Coast lawmaker’s bills relating to wildfire management and response were signed into 
law.

Family & Children
NEWS JUL 2, 2018 Santa Maria 'Families Belong Together' rally protests local ICE 
facility
On the same day Americans demonstrated across the country to protest migrant family 
separations, hundreds of protesters gathered in a Santa Maria industrial area, about a block away 
from a residential neighborhood. The group was chanting and singing in front of a U.S. 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) facility opened in the summer of 2015. 

NEWS JUL 6, 2018 Central Coast congressman named 'Great Immigrant,' visits 
border detention camp
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Every Fourth of July, the Carnegie Corporation of New York releases a list of "Great 
Immigrants," people the philanthropic organization says have made notable contributions to the 
"progress of American society." This year’s list includes singer Regina Spektor, actor Kumail 
Nanjiani, the CEO of Uber, a UC Santa Barbara Nobel Prize winner in physics, and U.S. 
Congressman Salud Carbajal. 

CCV JUL 19, 2018  Great Futures for Youth
Parents are often confronted with significant barriers to obtaining high quality child care. Among 
these obstacles are often low wages and high costs.  Quality of care varies greatly, and limited or 
unexperienced providers are frequently an issue. While many working families continue to 
struggle to afford the cost of care, a growing body of research shows that quality child care is 
important to the foundational development of children and their potential to thrive. Whether or 
not we help working parents in their struggle has the potential to impact our communities for 
years to come.

NEWS JUL 26, 2018 Arts Beat: Unique summer camp offers kids operatic training
Every summer, a San Luis Obispo nonprofit puts on a kid's camp focused on an art form not 
usually considered a favorite of the under-18 set—opera. But as Carol Tangeman discovers, the 
region's professional opera company offers a whirlwind experience that gets local kids singing.

RT JUL 31, 2018  Two generations - two perspectives
How far have we come? And how far do we still have to go to understand, and make adjustments 
in, how we view and speak about gender, sexuality and equality for all? With each new 
generation comes a greater awareness of the wide spectrum of human experience and we are 
tasked to incorporate new language, new perspectives and a broader acceptance of those with 
whom we share this world. Tune in Tuesday at 2 in the afternoon for a conversation with the 
Reluctant Therapist, Elizabeth Barrett and her guests Douglas Heumann and Keegan Meadows 
about their lives, loves and hopes for the future.

NEWS AUG 7, 2018  State tax collectors target Santa Barbara's cascarones vendors
Cascarones—or confetti eggs—are a long-standing Mexican tradition. Chicken eggs are 
hollowed out, cleaned and decorated, then filled with toys or confetti. And often, the resulting 
party favor is then cracked over people's heads as a gag. The colorful creations are often seen 
around Easter, as well as other holidays and festivals, like Santa Barbara’s Fiesta, a celebration 
of the city’s culture and heritage. But this year, state officials descended on the event, threatening 
to issue citations to cascarones vendors, unless they started paying state taxes on their sales.

RT AUG 14, 2018  To retreat or to charge? Feeling our way through
Life is a series of movements forward and times of pulling back. How do we know which way to 
proceed in relationships, personal choices and in raising our children? Tune in for a conversation 
with Elizabeth Barrett, the reluctant therapist, about navigating the emotional minefields we face 
in our lives.

RT SEP 4, 2018 Preparing children for adulthood
What will it take to navigate our ever-changing, complex and challenging world for the next 
generation? And are we preparing our children to thrive as adults? Tune in for a conversation 
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with Elizabeth Barrett, the Reluctant Therapist, about the importance of focusing education and 
parenting efforts on building resilience, connection and a relationship with the natural world.

I&I SEP 13, 2018 Cambria teachers declare "no confidence" in district 
superintendent
In San Luis Obispo County, 97 percent of Cambria’s Coast Unified School District teachers have 
voted “no confidence” in the district’s superintendent. The teachers cast their vote earlier in the 
summer, and delivered it to the school board last month. The Coast Unified board of trustees 
held a special meeting Thursday night to evaluate the superintendent’s performance, and to 
consider whether to continue her employment. But first, they heard from a packed room of 
teachers, staff and parents.

Fire
NEWS JUL 10, 2018 Fast-moving blazes and evacuations the new normal for many 
Californians
Wildfires continue to burn across California. In the northern part of the state, a fire that’s burned 
tens of thousands of acres and forced many to evacuate has now jumped into Oregon. Over the 
weekend a rash of high temperatures and dry winds sparked fires across the Central Coast and in 
southern California. A fast-moving fire in the city of Goleta tore through 100 acres and destroyed 
13 homes in a matter of hours.

NEWS JUL 12, 2018 10 homes destroyed in weekend Goleta fire
Firefighters have gotten a handle on a wildfire that whipped up late Friday night in the hills 
above Goleta in Santa Barbara County, and CalFire reports crews held the Holiday Fire at 100 
acres. As of Monday, the blaze is 90 percent contained.  

NEWS JUL 18, 2018 Cruces Fire near Lompoc closes Highway 1, prompts evacuations
Calfire reports the forward progression of the fire has been stopped, and the blaze is 20 percent 
contained. It has burned 120 acres since sparking just before noon. 

NEWS AUG 21, 2018 Legislature snuffing out bills aimed at helping insured 
homeowners in wildfire country
Jen Burt lives with her husband and two kids in the woods not far from Grass Valley, in a four-
bedroom foothill house in a stand of black oak and cedar trees. Tucked away on a private road, 
the five-acre spread is a hallmark California dream—and a potential California nightmare: It’s in 
wildfire country. Last February, Burt’s insurer of six years canceled her fire insurance. The 
scramble for new coverage was pricey and harrowing.

Food
I&I JUL 25, 2018 Playing With Food: In the kitchen gardens
Gardens across the Central Coast are busting with fruits and vegetables! Just as you might be 
utilizing your backyard bounty, so too are some bigger operations. Father Ian visits kitchen 
gardens that feed large groups of people in a college cafeteria and an upscale restaurant. 
Discover how garden-to-table is improving the way we eat out on Playing With Food.

I&I AUG 29, 2018 Screaming For Ice Cream
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It’s summer and it’s hot outside. Ice cream is the summer favorite. But where did it come from? 
How did it impact society? And is there anything new? Ice cream’s versatility and utility goes 
beyond anyone’s imagination. Playing With Food will have you Screaming For Ice Cream!

NEWS SEP 14, 2018 Could a ban on fishing in international waters become a reality?
The jury is in on marine reserves: They work. Research has repeatedly shown that fish numbers 
quickly climb following well-enforced fishing bans, creating tangible benefits for fishers who 
work the surrounding waters. In fact, many experts believe fishing will only be sustainable if 
marine reserves are expanded significantly. That's why some activists and scientists are now 
discussing the idea of creating a marine reserve so big it would cover most of the ocean. 
Specifically, they want fishing banned in international waters.

RT SEP 25, 2018  Healthy gut, healthy mind
As the saying goes, "we are what we eat" but it may also be true that we "feel how we eat." 
Growing research supports the connection between the health of our gut and the health of our 
mind - and the idea that we can heal common mood disorders like depression and anxiety by 
changing our diet. Dr. Kelly Brogan, a holistic psychiatrist, is one of the pioneers addressing this 
new understanding about the correlation between food and mood. Tune in at 2 for a conversation 
with the reluctant therapist, Elizabeth Barrett, and Dr. Brogan about the re-imagining of mental 
health.

I&I SEP 26, 2018  Playing With Food: Experimenting with etrog
Learn more about this thick-skinned fruit grown in Big Sur.  

Health & Healthcare
RT JUL 24, 2018  Are we at war with our bodies?
If self-love is the key to well-being, why isn't that skill taught and nurtured? Instead, we are a 
culture that focuses on chasing perfection, reveres competition and shames those who attempt to 
live a life of joy and self-acceptance. If you weren't at war with your body how would you spend 
your time? Tune in at 2 for a conversation with Elizabeth Barrett, the reluctant therapist, for a 
conversation about the battles that disrupt our mental health and quality of life.
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NEWS AUG 1, 2018 Pesticide that harms children’s brains could soon be listed as toxic 
in California
A group of nine scientists on California's Scientific Review Panel agreed that a pesticide used on 
more than 60 crops, grown in the Salinas Valley and around the state, should be listed as a toxic 
air contaminant. 

NEWS AUG 31, 2018 Why is it so hard to get mentally ill Californians into 
treatment? Three bills tell the tale 
by JOCELYN WIENER/CALMATTERS 
For years, Diane Shinstock watched her adult son deteriorate on the streets. Suffering from 
severe schizophrenia, he slept under stairwells and bushes, screamed at passersby and was 
arrested for throwing rocks at cars.

RT SEP 25, 2018  Healthy gut, healthy mind
As the saying goes, "we are what we eat" but it may also be true that we "feel how we eat." 
Growing research supports the connection between the health of our gut and the health of our 
mind - and the idea that we can heal common mood disorders like depression and anxiety by 
changing our diet. Dr. Kelly Brogan, a holistic psychiatrist, is one of the pioneers addressing this 
new understanding about the correlation between food and mood. Tune in at 2 for a conversation 
with the reluctant therapist, Elizabeth Barrett, and Dr. Brogan about the re-imagining of mental 
health.

History
I&I AUG 16, 2018 Central Coast Curious: What is that giant pyramid in San Luis 
Obispo?
As part of our Central Coast Curious series, we received this question from Juliane McAdam: 
"Every time I drive past the San Luis Obispo Cemetery on Higuera, I wonder what the giant 
pyramid is all about. Is it a tomb or a monument?" KCBX News wondered the same thing and 
around the same time, so did reporter Andrew Sheeler at the San Luis Obispo Tribune. Sheeler 
reported on the history of San Luis Obispo's iconic pyramid for his series, "That's SLO Weird," 
and we invited Sheeler to the KCBX studio to tell us all about it. 

CCV SEP 13, 2018  Constitution Day: 231 Years of American Democracy
Constitution Day is an American federal observance that recognizes the adoption of the United 
Sates Constitution and is observed on September 17, the day the U.S. Constitutional Convention 
signed the Constitution in 1787. A focus of the holiday is to engage the community in an 
appreciation of the Constitution so that they are imbued with an understanding and appreciation 
for the individual rights and civil liberties guaranteed by the Constitution. 
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I&I SEP 15, 2018 Journeys of Discovery: The women who saved baseball during 
World War II
Correspondent Katya Cengel reports from Rockford, Illinois, where she visits with two women 
who played baseball for the Rockford Peaches during WW II—chronicled in the Hollywood hit 
A League of Their Own.

Homeless
CCV AUG 23, 2018  ECHO – Empowering the Homeless with Tools for Self-
Sufficiency
The face of homelessness is not what was once pictured a decade ago. They can be your 
neighbor, friend, relative or coworker once a tragedy strikes. Homelessness affects a community 
in many ways and empowering fellow community members by assisting them get on their feet 
and become contributing members of society again is beneficial for everyone in the community.

Land Use & Development
NEWS JUL 5, 2018 Is California’s legacy environmental law protecting beauty or 
blocking affordable housing?
Redwood City approved more than a year ago the kind of affordable-housing project California 
desperately needs: a 20-unit building, downtown, near transit lines, in the heart of Silicon Valley, 
where the state’s housing crisis is most severe. The developer was a nonprofit, Habitat for 
Humanity Greater San Francisco. But today the lot remains vacant, except for a row of portable 
toilets, a trailer and a dumpster. 

NEWS JUL 12, 2018 10 homes destroyed in weekend Goleta fire
Firefighters have gotten a handle on a wildfire that whipped up late Friday night in the hills 
above Goleta in Santa Barbara County, and CalFire reports crews held the Holiday Fire at 100 
acres. As of Monday, the blaze is 90 percent contained.  

NEWS AUG 23, 2018  San Luis Obispo updates zoning rules
This week the San Luis Obispo city council voted unanimously to update the city’s zoning rules. 
In a five-hour meeting Tuesday night, the council approved a package of regulations addressing 
topics such as building heights, land uses and parking.

Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender & Queer Issues
CCV AUG 2, 2018  Love. Family. Art. Drag.
Drag has long played a large role in the LGBTQ community. Many believe the first person to 
throw a brick in defense at the Stonewall Riots, which is often considered the birth of the 
LGBTQ movement, was a drag queen named Marsha P. Johnson. 

Libraries
I&I JUL 25, 2018 The life of an audiobook narrator
Are you a fan of audiobooks? Audiobooks are the fastest growing segment in the digital 
publishing industry. Join host Brian Reynolds as he talks with professional audiobook narrator 
Jim Seybert. Jim Seybert has narrated over 30 nonfiction audiobooks, available on Audible and 
other platforms. 

I&I AUG 22, 2018 Fixing the brain
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Join host Brian Reynolds as he discusses neuroscience and neuroengineering with Dr. Bridget 
Queenan, Neuroscientist and Associate Director of UCSB’s Brain Initiative and Research 
Director of the UCSB Nanolab. Dr. Q discusses the highly creative work in the STEM 
professions and how public tax dollars investing in science and technology provide cures, 
solutions, and discoveries that make us safe, strong, and happy.

Mental Health
RT JUL 4, 2018  Just our story - Part 2
Positivity is a state of mind that must be nurtured and cultivated, especially in the face of great 
challenges and negativity. Surrounding ourselves with upbeat people can help to improve our 
own mental health. Tune in Tuesday at two in the afternoon for a conversation with Elizabeth 
Barrett, the Reluctant Therapist, and her guests Mike Wood and Andre Giovanni about their 
inspiring lives.

RT JUL 24, 2018  Are we at war with our bodies?
If self-love is the key to well-being, why isn't that skill taught and nurtured? Instead, we are a 
culture that focuses on chasing perfection, reveres competition and shames those who attempt to 
live a life of joy and self-acceptance. If you weren't at war with your body how would you spend 
your time? Tune in at 2 for a conversation with Elizabeth Barrett, the reluctant therapist, for a 
conversation about the battles that disrupt our mental health and quality of life. 

RT JUL 31, 2018  Two generations - two perspectives
How far have we come? And how far do we still have to go to understand, and make adjustments 
in, how we view and speak about gender, sexuality and equality for all? With each new 
generation comes a greater awareness of the wide spectrum of human experience and we are 
tasked to incorporate new language, new perspectives and a broader acceptance of those with 
whom we share this world. Tune in Tuesday at 2 in the afternoon for a conversation with the 
Reluctant Therapist, Elizabeth Barrett and her guests Douglas Heumann and Keegan Meadows 
about their lives, loves and hopes for the future.

RT AUG 9, 2018  Service to country, others, and self
Brandon Demchak enlisted in the U.S. Army at 21 and was deployed twice before being 
honorably discharged in 2015. Demchak returned home, like many veterans, with a "noise in his 
head" that haunted his days and nights. He was soon diagnosed as PTSD. His journey to healing 
led to discovering a gift for film and storytelling. Today, Brandon is dedicated to bringing a 
message of hope and awareness to fellow veterans and civilians through the big screen.

RT AUG 14, 2018  To retreat or to charge? Feeling our way through
Life is a series of movements forward and times of pulling back. How do we know which way to 
proceed in relationships, personal choices and in raising our children? Tune in for a conversation 
with Elizabeth Barrett, the reluctant therapist, about navigating the emotional minefields we face 
in our lives.

RT AUG 21, 2018  Being with grief when death devastates our life
Losing the physical presence of the one who filled your world with love, partnership and light is 
for many - our greatest fear. Something that is inevitable - and yet, still incomprehensible. How 
do we move forward in that new and empty space once a beloved companion, soul mate or 
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spouse has passed? Tune in for a courageous conversation with Elizabeth Barrett, the reluctant 
therapist, and her guest, Constance Hart about the world of all-encompassing grief and re-
engaging in life.

RT AUG 28, 2018  On the road to the center of spiritualism
There are many paths toward healing. For the Spiritualists, healing is aided by conversations 
with deceased relatives who share their wisdom through mediums and a mediumship message. 
Tune in for a conversation with Elizabeth Barrett, the Reluctant Therapist and members of the 
Spiritualist community of Lily Dale, NY. Bring an open heart and an open mind to this show 
from the road!

NEWS AUG 31, 2018 Why is it so hard to get mentally ill Californians into 
treatment? Three bills tell the tale 
by JOCELYN WIENER/CALMATTERS 
For years, Diane Shinstock watched her adult son deteriorate on the streets. Suffering from 
severe schizophrenia, he slept under stairwells and bushes, screamed at passersby and was 
arrested for throwing rocks at cars.

RT SEP 11, 2018  Remembering 9/11
Today is 9/11 - where were you 17 years ago when the course of history was changed? Tune in 
about how we remember, or not remember, the events that unfolded as the Twin Towers fell. 

RT SEP 18, 2018  What if the grass is greener?
We've all heard the adage about yearning for the life outside of our own - where the grass is 
always greener and happiness prevails. We've also been told that the grass isn't really greener - 
we just imagine that it is and that fantasy prevents us from appreciating what we have. But what 
if there is a better life waiting on the other side of the fence? Tune in for a conversation with 
Elizabeth Barrett, the Reluctant Therapist, about knowing when it's time to tend to our lives as 
they are or take the leap into the unknown. 

RT SEP 25, 2018  Healthy gut, healthy mind
As the saying goes, "we are what we eat" but it may also be true that we "feel how we eat." 
Growing research supports the connection between the health of our gut and the health of our 
mind - and the idea that we can heal common mood disorders like depression and anxiety by 
changing our diet. Dr. Kelly Brogan, a holistic psychiatrist, is one of the pioneers addressing this 
new understanding about the correlation between food and mood. Tune in at 2 for a conversation 
with the reluctant therapist, Elizabeth Barrett, and Dr. Brogan about the re-imagining of mental 
health.

Music
RT JUL 17, 2018  Stop talking - I can’t hear the music
What is the polite and appropriate way to enjoy live music, or any live performance?  It seems 
that more and more people have become so distracted by taking selfies, recording their every 
experience and sharing every thought that they’ve forgotten, or lost, the art of public behavior.

IC JUL 18, 2018
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Host Craig Russell will explore two works—Mozart’s Paris Symphony and the Saint-Saëns 
Cello Concerto—in anticipation of upcoming performances at Festival Mozaic in San Luis 
Obispo and the West Coast Symphony Orchestra in Santa Barbara. In keeping with the show’s 
emphasis on local talent, Craig will feature a recording of Mozart’s symphony performed by the 
Mozart Festival Orchestra, under the direction of Clifton Swanson. 

NEWS JUL 20, 2018 Arts Beat: Festival Mozaic to pair visual art with classical 
interpretations of Radiohead
As part of this summer’s Festival Mozaic, renowned pianist Christopher O’Riley will push the 
boundaries of classical music by performing songs of the rock band Radiohead, alongside visual 
interpretations from photographer Bryn Forbes. So the question is: why Radiohead?

IC JUL 25, 2018
Host Jack Fischer will wrap up the Music Academy's Summer Festival with the last remaining 
concerts, including the ever exciting Percussionfest Part 2, as well as a new piece by composer 
Hannah Lash and one of Richard Strauss's few chamber works.

IC AUG 1, 2018
Host Bettina Swigger will share just-recorded concert performances from the 2018 Festival 
Mozaic season, featuring music by Mozart, Amy Beach, and Haydn.

IC AUG 8, 2018
Host Craig Russell interviews Paul Osborne, a musician renowned in our community for his 
tenor voice and conducting skills. They will chat about Paul’s upcoming concert with his choir 
Resonance that will be taking place this Saturday in the Mission.

I&I AUG 9, 2018 'Everybody dance' Saturday night at 'For the Folks'
A Saturday night music event for your radar- if you're in San Luis Obispo Saturday on August 
11th, there will be an installment in the For The Folks benefit concert series at Bang the Drum 
Brewery. The showcase works to present emerging bands in new ways for audiences. KCBX's 
Tyler Pratt sat down with For the Folk's organizer Ben Bellizzi to talk about what the music 
scene is like on the Central Coast and why it's well situated for someone to discover a wide 
variety of music.

IC AUG 15, 2018
This week on KCBX In Concert, host Jack Fischer will introduce himself a little more by playing 
all of his favorite 20th and 21st century pieces. There will also be a preview of the UCSB 
Summer Music Festival, the last music event before the 2018/2019 season officially begins.

NEWS AUG 15, 2018  Issues & Ideas: Ella Harp - Making new sounds on a very 
old instrument
KCBX recently interview a young musician who is making new sounds on a very old instrument. 
Ella Jenkins grew up in Frazier Park—on the southeast side of the Los Padres Forest—and now 
lives and works in Half Moon Bay. 

IC AUG 25, 2018
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Host Craig Russell features the San Luis Obispo Symphony’s performance of the monumental 
Piano Concerto No. 3 by Serge Rachmaninoff—with Robert Thies at the keyboard and with 
Michael Nowak on the conductor’s podium. Other works on the program include Barber’s 
“Adagio for Strings” and Bernstein’s overture to Candide.

IC SEP 5, 2018 
The beginning of the 2018-19 concert season is just around the corner and on the next KCBX in 
Concert, Jack Fischer begins to explore the exciting performances to come. He sits down with 
special guest Adrian Spence, director of Santa Barbara-based chamber group Camerata Pacifica, 
to discuss their fascinating upcoming two-season project titled “Why Beethoven.”

IC SEP 12, 2018 
Host Bettina Swigger explores music by female composers and shares live chamber music 
concert recordings from the 2018 Festival Mozaic, including a piano quintet by Amy Beach, a 
flute quartet by Joan Tower, and a woodwind quintet by Jennifer Higdon.

IC SEP 19, 2018
Host Craig Russell will bring into the studio the multi-talented Jennifer Martin of Cuesta 
College. She engages in a variety of artistic activities ranging from conducting the San Luis 
Obispo Wind Orchestra, collaborating on Gilbert & Sullivan musical theater productions, 
playing trombone for many of the prestigious ensembles in town, chairing the Cuesta College 
Music Department, and—on top of all that—mastering the guitar.

IC SEP 26, 2018 
On KCBX in Concert, Jack Fischer continues to explore Santa Barbara's upcoming concert 
season. This time, we get a glimpse at all the very diverse offerings of UCSB's Arts and Lecture 
series, including classical superstars Yo-Yo Ma and Joshua Bell. We also consider the very 
exciting upcoming 100th season at the Community Arts Music Association of Santa Barbara.
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CS SEP 26, 2018
Singer and songwriter Ernest Troost is best known for his bluesy folk music, but he also has had 
a successful career as a composer for television film. Troost will visit Classical Showcase and 
chat with Rob Kimball about his work and upcoming projects.

Natural Resources
CCV JUL 5, 2018 Celebrating Nature
The San Luis Obispo Botanical Garden is the Gem of the Morros, a one of a kind garden 
dedicated to honoring and preserving our connection with nature. The garden, which started in 
1989, is home to a variety of plants and when the master plan is complete, the 150-acre garden 
will be the only garden of its kind in the United States exclusively devoted to the ecosystems and 
plants of the five Mediterranean climate regions of the world. 

NEWS SEP 4, 2018  Federal agency studies environmental impacts of fracking on 
Central Coast lands
Some Central Coast residents and environmental groups are alarmed over a current federal study, 
saying it could open up iconic local places like Morro Rock and Montana de Oro State Park to 
hydraulic fracking.

NEWS SEP 14, 2018 Could a ban on fishing in international waters become a reality?
The jury is in on marine reserves: They work. Research has repeatedly shown that fish numbers 
quickly climb following well-enforced fishing bans, creating tangible benefits for fishers who 
work the surrounding waters. In fact, many experts believe fishing will only be sustainable if 
marine reserves are expanded significantly. That's why some activists and scientists are now 
discussing the idea of creating a marine reserve so big it would cover most of the ocean. 
Specifically, they want fishing banned in international waters. 

NEWS SEP 23, 2018  New laws address forest management, fire insurance
California will be changing the way it manages forests and wild lands near urban areas, after a 
Central Coast lawmaker’s bills relating to wildfire management and response were signed into 
law.

NEWS SEP 25, 2018  Wasting wastewater: new report identifies water recycling 
opportunities
In California, it is a persistent challenge making water supply and water demand match up. A 
report being released Wednesday outlines how much water California’s coastal wastewater 
treatment plants dump into the ocean, and how much of that could be saved through better water 
management.

Performing Arts
CCV JUL 12, 2018  Shakespeare on the Central Coast
Established in 1990, The Central Coast Shakespeare Festival has been committed to providing 
professional, entertaining productions of Shakespeare's work, as well as other timeless and 
classical stories ever since. The Festival provides local artists the opportunity to work alongside 
visiting professionals and believes in the power of theatre to change lives-- Artists and 
Audience's alike. Part of their mission is nurturing future theatre going audiences by presenting 
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live theatre in a beautiful outdoor setting, which adds to the rich and varied cultural community 
that the Central Coast already enjoys. 

RT JUL 17, 2018  Stop talking: I can’t hear the music
What is the polite and appropriate way to enjoy live music, or any live performance?  It seems 
that more and more people have become so distracted by taking selfies, recording their every 
experience and sharing every thought that they’ve forgotten, or lost, the art of public behavior. 

NEWS JUL 20, 2018 Arts Beat: Festival Mozaic to pair visual art with classical 
interpretations of Radiohead
As part of this summer’s Festival Mozaic, renowned pianist Christopher O’Riley will push the 
boundaries of classical music by performing songs of the rock band Radiohead, alongside visual 
interpretations from photographer Bryn Forbes. So the question is: why Radiohead?

NEWS JUL 26, 2018 Arts Beat: Unique summer camp offers kids operatic training
Every summer, a San Luis Obispo nonprofit puts on a kid's camp focused on an art form not 
usually considered a favorite of the under-18 set—opera. But as Carol Tangeman discovers, the 
region's professional opera company offers a whirlwind experience that gets local kids singing.

CCV AUG 2, 2018  Love. Family. Art. Drag.
Drag has long played a large role in the LGBTQ community. Many believe the first person to 
throw a brick in defense at the Stonewall Riots, which is often considered the birth of the 
LGBTQ movement, was a drag queen named Marsha P. Johnson. 

I&I AUG 9, 2018 'Everybody dance' Saturday night at 'For the Folks'
A Saturday night music event for your radar- if you're in San Luis Obispo Saturday on August 
11th, there will be an installment in the For The Folks benefit concert series at Bang the Drum 
Brewery. The showcase works to present emerging bands in new ways for audiences. Each show 
is crafted to the style of music in order to create the best experience possible for performers and 
an audience. For example, Saturday's show has been billed as having an 'everybody dance' 
atmosphere. KCBX's Tyler Pratt sat down with For the Folk's organizer Ben Bellizzi to talk 
about what the music scene is like on the Central Coast and why it's well situated for someone to 
discover a wide variety of music.

NEWS AUG 15, 2018  Issues & Ideas: Ella Harp - Making new sounds on a very 
old instrument
KCBX recently interview a young musician who is making new sounds on a very old instrument. 
Ella Jenkins grew up in Frazier Park—on the southeast side of the Los Padres Forest—and now 
lives and works in Half Moon Bay. 

NEWS AUG 30, 2018  Arts Beat: A look behind the scenes at PCPA
In the Central Coast city of Santa Maria, there is a community college-based conservatory that 
teaches students everything they need to pursue a professional career in theater. For decades, the 
Pacific Conservatory Theatre has offered a two-year vocational program, and alumni include 
stars like Robin Williams and Kathy Bates.
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Politics
NEWS JUL 2, 2018 Santa Maria 'Families Belong Together' rally protests local ICE 
facility
On the same day Americans demonstrated across the country to protest migrant family 
separations, hundreds of protesters gathered in a Santa Maria industrial area, about a block away 
from a residential neighborhood. The group was chanting and singing in front of a U.S. 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) facility opened in the summer of 2015.

NEWS JUL 5, 2018 Is California’s legacy environmental law protecting beauty or 
blocking affordable housing?
Redwood City approved more than a year ago the kind of affordable-housing project California 
desperately needs: a 20-unit building, downtown, near transit lines, in the heart of Silicon Valley, 
where the state’s housing crisis is most severe. The developer was a nonprofit, Habitat for 
Humanity Greater San Francisco. But today the lot remains vacant, except for a row of portable 
toilets, a trailer and a dumpster. 

NEWS JUL 6, 2018 Central Coast congressman named 'Great Immigrant,' visits 
border detention camp
Every Fourth of July, the Carnegie Corporation of New York releases a list of "Great 
Immigrants," people the philanthropic organization says have made notable contributions to the 
"progress of American society." This year’s list includes singer Regina Spektor, actor Kumail 
Nanjiani, the CEO of Uber, a UC Santa Barbara Nobel Prize winner in physics, and U.S. 
Congressman Salud Carbajal. 

NEWS JUL 19, 2018 Santa Barbara moves to ban plastic straws, Styrofoam
Santa Barbara officials decided this week to join other cities like San Luis Obispo in banning 
plastic straws and polystyrene. Most in attendance at Tuesday’s city council meeting were in 
support of the ban, but questions were raised about enacting one-size-fits-all rules for everyone. 

NEWS JUL 31, 2018 Santa Barbara to revisit proposed plastic straw ban
In mid-July, after several months of Santa Barbara city officials engaging with restaurants and 
businesses in an effort to reduce waste in the city, the Santa Barbara city council voted to pass 
local laws banning plastic straws, stirrers and cutlery and polystyrene—also known as 
Styrofoam—food containers. But at their July 24 meeting, council members voted to dial that 
back a bit. City of Santa Barbara Environmental Services Outreach Coordinator, Bryan 
Latchford, worked on both ordinances and spoke with KCBX’s Tyler Pratt to help explain what 
happened.

NEWS AUG 10, 2018  San Luis Obispo County DMV wait times almost double 
over the past year
California’s Department of Motor Vehicles announced this week new efforts to reduce wait 
times, such as a new text notification program, self-service kiosks and extended hours. On the 
Central Coast, part of that reprieve is new Saturday hours at the Salinas and San Luis Obispo 
offices. San Luis Obispo County specifically has seen a huge jump in wait times over the past 
year, almost doubling. They’re not the longest wait times in the state, but long enough to have 
customers lining up outside every morning.
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NEWS AUG 14, 2018  Should Baby Boomers get a property tax break to move?
Proposition 5, which California voters will decide on this November, allows homeowners age 55 
and up to receive a major break on their property taxes when they move homes. Sponsored by 
the California Association of Realtors, the initiative attempts to address a problem familiar to 
many Californians of a certain age: You want to move from your empty nest, but you’re scared 
of the new taxes you’d have to pay on a downsized property.

CCV AUG 16, 2018  Fake News Fallout
The 2016 election was marred by an unprecedented disinformation campaign from sources at 
home and abroad. A recent survey showed that 66 percent of people asked believed that outside 
groups were actively trying to plant fake news stories in the mainstream media and that it was a 
serious problem. Since then a central strategy of the current administration is a sustained assault 
on journalists and news media. In an unprecedented response today close to 350 editorial boards 
join the Boston Globe in affirming their commitment to a free press and the truth.

NEWS AUG 21, 2018  Legislature snuffing out bills aimed at helping insured 
homeowners in wildfire country
Jen Burt lives with her husband and two kids in the woods not far from Grass Valley, in a four-
bedroom foothill house in a stand of black oak and cedar trees. Tucked away on a private road, 
the five-acre spread is a hallmark California dream—and a potential California nightmare: It’s in 
wildfire country. Last February, Burt’s insurer of six years canceled her fire insurance. The 
scramble for new coverage was pricey and harrowing. 

NEWS AUG 23, 2018  San Luis Obispo updates zoning rules
This week the San Luis Obispo city council voted unanimously to update the city’s zoning rules. 
In a five-hour meeting Tuesday night, the council approved a package of regulations addressing 
topics such as building heights, land uses and parking.

NEWS AUG 30, 2018  No bail law signed by Governor Brown 
by BOB MOFFITT/CAPITAL PUBLIC RADIO 
California's legislature has done away with the cash bail system, after Governor Jerry Brown 
signed the new law this week. 

NEWS SEP 7, 2018 Cambria teachers declare "no confidence" in district 
superintendent
In San Luis Obispo County, 97 percent of Cambria’s Coast Unified School District teachers have 
voted “no confidence” in the district’s superintendent. The teachers cast their vote earlier in the 
summer, and delivered it to the school board last month. The Coast Unified board of trustees 
held a special meeting Thursday night to evaluate the superintendent’s performance, and to 
consider whether to continue her employment. But first, they heard from a packed room of 
teachers, staff and parents.

NEWS SEP 10, 2018 Public forum series aims to inform Paso Robles
Paso Robles residents looking for a crash course in civics—and to get more involved in 
community issues—have an opportunity to do so over the next month. City officials have 
launched a forum series called “Paso Talks” to help break down local government issues.



27

CCV SEP 13, 2018  Constitution Day- 231 Years of American Democracy
Constitution Day is an American federal observance that recognizes the adoption of the United 
Sates Constitution and is observed on September 17, the day the U.S. Constitutional Convention 
signed the Constitution in 1787. A focus of the holiday is to engage the community in an 
appreciation of the Constitution so that they are imbued with an understanding and appreciation 
for the individual rights and civil liberties guaranteed by the Constitution. 

Real Estate & Housing
I&I AUG 8, 2018 Ears on Art: Architecture and sculpture
Joe Kourakis is a Cal Poly professor emeritus. On this month's Ears on Art episodes, Kourakis 
the conversation is about his architecture design concepts and his sculpture.

NEWS AUG 14, 2018  Should Baby Boomers get a property tax break to move?
Proposition 5, which California voters will decide on this November, allows homeowners age 55 
and up to receive a major break on their property taxes when they move homes. Sponsored by 
the California Association of Realtors, the initiative attempts to address a problem familiar to 
many Californians of a certain age: You want to move from your empty nest, but you’re scared 
of the new taxes you’d have to pay on a downsized property.

CCV AUG 30, 2018  SLO Village, Revolutionizing Aging
A revolution for aging better is happening in California. Baby Boomers are redefining the aging 
process. Today, over 90% of seniors in our community want to continue to live independently in 
their own home. More importantly, they want to stay connected to their community, and to 
continue to do the things that are important in their lives. Many cannot do this without some type 
of support system, and in the coming years, this system will become taxed as the Baby Boomers 
age, and resources become strained.
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Recreation
RT JUL 10, 2018 How travel influences who we are
Travel has a profound effect on our mental, physical and intellectual lives - and often travel can 
be achieved by never leaving our homes. Taking a trip - in any form - by car, by foot, by plane or 
by brain - can help us to widen our perspectives and make room for personal growth in ways that 
felt impossible when stuck in our known routines and patterns. Tune in today at 2 for a 
conversation with Elizabeth Barrett, the reluctant therapist, about what inspires travel, and where 
we travel influences who we are.

Relationships
RT JUL 4, 2018  Just our story - Part 2
Positivity is a state of mind that must be nurtured and cultivated, especially in the face of great 
challenges and negativity. Surrounding ourselves with upbeat people can help to improve our 
own mental health. Tune in Tuesday at two in the afternoon for a conversation with Elizabeth 
Barrett, the Reluctant Therapist, and her guests Mike Wood and Andre Giovanni about their 
inspiring lives.

CCV JUL 5, 2018 Life after #MeToo
More than six months after the #MeToo movement began, its effects continue to be widely felt 
across the nation. Hardly a week goes by when another media story isn’t published. The 
movement which began by exposing the abuses of powerful men in the media industry, has now 
spread to numerous other industries and occupations, including a variety of well-known 
corporations and educational institutions.

RT JUL 10, 2018 How travel influences who we are
Travel has a profound effect on our mental, physical and intellectual lives - and often travel can 
be achieved by never leaving our homes. Taking a trip - in any form - by car, by foot, by plane or 
by brain - can help us to widen our perspectives and make room for personal growth in ways that 
felt impossible when stuck in our known routines and patterns. Tune in today at 2 for a 
conversation with Elizabeth Barrett, the reluctant therapist, about what inspires travel, and where 
we travel influences who we are.

RT JUL 31, 2018  Two generations - two perspectives
How far have we come? And how far do we still have to go to understand, and make adjustments 
in, how we view and speak about gender, sexuality and equality for all? With each new 
generation comes a greater awareness of the wide spectrum of human experience and we are 
tasked to incorporate new language, new perspectives and a broader acceptance of those with 
whom we share this world. Tune in Tuesday at 2 in the afternoon for a conversation with the 
Reluctant Therapist, Elizabeth Barrett and her guests Douglas Heumann and Keegan Meadows 
about their lives, loves and hopes for the future.



29

RT AUG 14, 2018  To retreat or to charge? Feeling our way through
Life is a series of movements forward and times of pulling back. How do we know which way to 
proceed in relationships, personal choices and in raising our children? Tune in for a conversation 
with Elizabeth Barrett, the reluctant therapist, about navigating the emotional minefields we face 
in our lives. 

RT AUG 21, 2018  Being with grief when death devastates our life
Losing the physical presence of the one who filled your world with love, partnership and light is 
for many - our greatest fear. Something that is inevitable - and yet, still incomprehensible. How 
do we move forward in that new and empty space once a beloved companion, soul mate or 
spouse has passed? Tune in for a courageous conversation with Elizabeth Barrett, the reluctant 
therapist, and her guest, Constance Hart about the world of all-encompassing grief and re-
engaging in life.

RT AUG 28, 2018  On the road to the center of spiritualism
There are many paths toward healing. For the Spiritualists, healing is aided by conversations 
with deceased relatives who share their wisdom through mediums and a mediumship message. 
Tune in for a conversation with Elizabeth Barrett, the Reluctant Therapist and members of the 
Spiritualist community of Lily Dale, NY. Bring an open heart and an open mind to this show 
from the road!

CCV AUG 31, 2018  Celebrating Peace Week on the Central Coast
The International Day of Peace ("Peace Day") is observed around the world each year on 
September 21. Established in 1981 by unanimous United Nations resolution, Peace Day provides 
a globally shared date for all humanity to commit to Peace above all differences and to contribute 
to building a Culture of Peace. As defined by the United Nations, “A Culture of Peace” is a “set 
of values, attitudes, modes of behavior and ways of life that reject violence and prevent conflicts 
by tackling their root causes to solve problems through dialogue and negotiation among 
individuals, groups and nations.”

RT SEP 4, 2018 Preparing children for adulthood
What will it take to navigate our ever-changing, complex and challenging world for the next 
generation? And are we preparing our children to thrive as adults? Tune in for a conversation 
with Elizabeth Barrett, the Reluctant Therapist, about the importance of focusing education and 
parenting efforts on building resilience, connection and a relationship with the natural world.

RT SEP 11, 2018  Remembering 9/11
Today is 9/11 - where were you 17 years ago when the course of history was changed? Tune in 
about how we remember, or not remember, the events that unfolded as the Twin Towers fell. 
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Science
NEWS JUL 3, 2018 UCSB gets new BIFROST laser facility
In Norse mythology, the Bifrost is the rainbow bridge connecting the realm of the gods to Earth. 
At the University of California at Santa Barbara, it is also the name of a new laser facility. 

NEWS JUL 20, 2018 New Central Coast operation prepares for collisions and conflict 
in space
The United States Armed Forces just created the first Combined Space Operations Center. For 
short, it’s called CSpOC (think “See Spock”). It’s a partnership to improve coordination with 
Canada, Australia, and the United Kingdom. Other U.S. allies like Germany are also involved, as 
are some private entities. CSpOC, located at Vandenberg Air Force Base near Lompoc, 
California, is now America's official international militarized space command center. Staff at the 
facility will keep an eye on about 23,000 objects in the sky.

I&I AUG 22, 2018  Fixing the brain
Join host Brian Reynolds as he discusses neuroscience and neuroengineering with Dr. Bridget 
Queenan, Neuroscientist and Associate Director of UCSB’s Brain Initiative and Research 
Director of the UCSB Nanolab. Dr. Q discusses the highly creative work in the STEM 
professions and how public tax dollars investing in science and technology provide cures, 
solutions, and discoveries that make us safe, strong, and happy.

Seniors
NEWS AUG 14, 2018  Should Baby Boomers get a property tax break to move?
Proposition 5, which California voters will decide on this November, allows homeowners age 55 
and up to receive a major break on their property taxes when they move homes. Sponsored by 
the California Association of Realtors, the initiative attempts to address a problem familiar to 
many Californians of a certain age: You want to move from your empty nest, but you’re scared 
of the new taxes you’d have to pay on a downsized property.

RT AUG 21, 2018  Being with grief when death devastates our life
Losing the physical presence of the one who filled your world with love, partnership and light is 
for many - our greatest fear. Something that is inevitable - and yet, still incomprehensible. How 
do we move forward in that new and empty space once a beloved companion, soul mate or 
spouse has passed? Tune in for a courageous conversation with Elizabeth Barrett, the reluctant 
therapist, and her guest, Constance Hart about the world of all-encompassing grief and re-
engaging in life.

CCV AUG 30, 2018  SLO Village, Revolutionizing Aging
A revolution for aging better is happening in California. Baby Boomers are redefining the aging 
process. Today, over 90% of seniors in our community want to continue to live independently in 
their own home. More importantly, they want to stay connected to their community, and to 
continue to do the things that are important in their lives. Many cannot do this without some type 
of support system, and in the coming years, this system will become taxed as the Baby Boomers 
age, and resources become strained.
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Society
NEWS JUL 6, 2018 Central Coast congressman named 'Great Immigrant,' visits 
border detention camp
Every Fourth of July, the Carnegie Corporation of New York releases a list of "Great 
Immigrants," people the philanthropic organization says have made notable contributions to the 
"progress of American society." This year’s list includes singer Regina Spektor, actor Kumail 
Nanjiani, the CEO of Uber, a UC Santa Barbara Nobel Prize winner in physics, and U.S. 
Congressman Salud Carbajal. 

NEWS JUL 19, 2018 Santa Barbara moves to ban plastic straws, Styrofoam
Santa Barbara officials decided this week to join other cities like San Luis Obispo in banning 
plastic straws and polystyrene. Most in attendance at Tuesday’s city council meeting were in 
support of the ban, but questions were raised about enacting one-size-fits-all rules for everyone.

CCV JUL 19, 2018  Great Futures for Youth
Parents are often confronted with significant barriers to obtaining high quality child care. Among 
these obstacles are often low wages and high costs.  Quality of care varies greatly, and limited or 
unexperienced providers are frequently an issue. While many working families continue to 
struggle to afford the cost of care, a growing body of research shows that quality child care is 
important to the foundational development of children and their potential to thrive. Whether or 
not we help working parents in their struggle has the potential to impact our communities for 
years to come. 

NEWS AUG 2, 2018 Open portals: Cities like Salinas invite you to explore their data
This week, the city of Salinas joined other cities across the U.S. that have created open data 
portals. Such portals are web tools that let anyone have a closer look at data that have been 
collected by different city agencies. Cities like Salinas provide data in the interest of being more 
transparent with their residents, but the practice could also help local governments function a 
little better. 

CCV AUG 16, 2018  Fake News Fallout
The 2016 election was marred by an unprecedented disinformation campaign from sources at 
home and abroad. A recent survey showed that 66 percent of people asked believed that outside 
groups were actively trying to plant fake news stories in the mainstream media and that it was a 
serious problem. Since then a central strategy of the current administration is a sustained assault 
on journalists and news media. In an unprecedented response today close to 350 editorial boards 
join the Boston Globe in affirming their commitment to a free press and the truth.
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CCV AUG 31, 2018  Celebrating Peace Week on the Central Coast
The International Day of Peace ("Peace Day") is observed around the world each year on 
September 21. Established in 1981 by unanimous United Nations resolution, Peace Day provides 
a globally shared date for all humanity to commit to Peace above all differences and to contribute 
to building a Culture of Peace. As defined by the United Nations, “A Culture of Peace” is a “set 
of values, attitudes, modes of behavior and ways of life that reject violence and prevent conflicts 
by tackling their root causes to solve problems through dialogue and negotiation among 
individuals, groups and nations.”

I&I SEP 5, 2018  Meet Dr. Jill Stearns, Cuesta College's new president
The new school year is already underway at Cuesta College in San Luis Obispo County. The 
community college went through a leadership change this summer when the school's former 
president, Dr. Gil Stork, retired after half a century with the school. After a nationwide search, 
Dr. Jill Stearns became Cuesta College’s seventh superintendent and president in July. Dr. 
Stearns recently sat down with KCBX's Greta Mart and Tyler Pratt to discuss her background 
and her vision for the school's future.

NEWS SEP 13, 2018 KCBX Two-way: Inmate death rate at the SLO County jail
The San Luis Obispo County jail has been under scrutiny for several years over inmate deaths 
inside the facility. The issue came to a head in 2017 after the death of Andrew Holland, a 
mentally ill inmate who had been tied to a restraint chair for almost two days. About 10 days ago 
another inmate inside the jail committed suicide. 

NEWS SEP 18, 2018 California Legislature’s new sexual harassment investigative unit 
signed into law 
by BEN ADLER/CAPITAL PUBLIC RADIO 
Gov. Jerry Brown has signed a bill that implements the California Legislature’s new system for 
investigating sexual harassment complaints against lawmakers and senior staff. 

NEWS SEP 21, 2018  Salinas police cite 'transparency' for making star turn on reality 
TV show
A Central Coast police department is making its debut as the star of an upcoming reality 
television show. Cable channel A&E’s documentary series “Live PD” will air its season three 
premiere from Salinas this weekend. Unlike other police reality television shows, “Live PD” 
offers a real-time view of a night of police operations. The Salinas Police Department is the first 
California agency to appear on the show.

CCV SEP 27, 2018 The Power of Giving
In 1998, The Community Foundation San Luis Obispo County began its mission to provide the 
local community with an enduring form of local support. Today, 20 years later, this mission 
continues, by providing leadership and encouraging charitable giving for the issues that improve 
and enhance lives in the county.  In 2017 through a commitment to philanthropic leadership and 
the help of forward-thinking donors and community partners, they were able to distribute a 
record $5 million in grants and scholarships to support a variety of important work in San Luis 
Obispo.
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Technology
NEWS JUL 3, 2018 UCSB gets new BIFROST laser facility
In Norse mythology, the Bifrost is the rainbow bridge connecting the realm of the gods to Earth. 
At the University of California at Santa Barbara, it is also the name of a new laser facility. 

NEWS JUL 20, 2018 New Central Coast operation prepares for collisions and conflict 
in space
The United States Armed Forces just created the first Combined Space Operations Center. For 
short, it’s called CSpOC (think “See Spock”). It’s a partnership to improve coordination with 
Canada, Australia, and the United Kingdom. Other U.S. allies like Germany are also involved, as 
are some private entities. CSpOC, located at Vandenberg Air Force Base near Lompoc, 
California, is now America's official international militarized space command center. Staff at the 
facility will keep an eye on about 23,000 objects in the sky. 

NEWS AUG 2, 2018 Open portals: Cities like Salinas invite you to explore their data
This week, the city of Salinas joined other cities across the U.S. that have created open data 
portals. Such portals are web tools that let anyone have a closer look at data that have been 
collected by different city agencies. Cities like Salinas provide data in the interest of being more 
transparent with their residents, but the practice could also help local governments function a 
little better.

CCV AUG 9, 2018 How to Choose Your "Ticket Into Tech"
The job market in SLO is challenging. Much of the workforce is ‘underemployed’ and the 
county was recently ranked the sixth most unaffordable place to live in the United States. While 
tech jobs in SLO have increased 20 percent in last five years according to California Center for 
Jobs and the Economy, due in large part to the bustling startup scene and larger tech firms 
moving into the area like Amazon, local tech firms have found it challenging to source local 
high-skilled workers.

I&I AUG 22, 2018  Fixing the brain
Join host Brian Reynolds as he discusses neuroscience and neuroengineering with Dr. Bridget 
Queenan, Neuroscientist and Associate Director of UCSB’s Brain Initiative and Research 
Director of the UCSB Nanolab. Dr. Q discusses the highly creative work in the STEM 
professions and how public tax dollars investing in science and technology provide cures, 
solutions, and discoveries that make us safe, strong, and happy.

Tourism
RT JUL 10, 2018 How travel influences who we are
Travel has a profound effect on our mental, physical and intellectual lives - and often travel can 
be achieved by never leaving our homes. Taking a trip - in any form - by car, by foot, by plane or 
by brain - can help us to widen our perspectives and make room for personal growth in ways that 
felt impossible when stuck in our known routines and patterns. Tune in today at 2 for a 
conversation with Elizabeth Barrett, the reluctant therapist, about what inspires travel, and where 
we travel influences who we are.

I&I SEP 26, 2018 Marketing SLO County
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San Luis Obispo County has special taxing district dedicated solely to attracting tourism to the 
area. Visit SLO CAL is a non-profit focused on branding the county as a travel destination for 
people around the world. KCBX's Greta Mart spoke with Chuck Davidson, president and CEO at 
Visit SLO CAL, about what visitors like about SLO County, what they don't like, and when to 
draw the line on too much tourism.

Transportation
NEWS JUL 13, 2018 Oil company wants to use Central Coast highways to truck 
offshore crude oil
The 2015 Refugio oil spill in Santa Barbara County dumped an estimated 140,000 gallons of 
crude oil onto area beaches. It also effectively shut down operations at three offshore oil 
platforms.

NEWS AUG 10, 2018  San Luis Obispo County DMV wait times almost double 
over the past year
California’s Department of Motor Vehicles announced this week new efforts to reduce wait 
times, such as a new text notification program, self-service kiosks and extended hours. On the 
Central Coast, part of that reprieve is new Saturday hours at the Salinas and San Luis Obispo 
offices. San Luis Obispo County specifically has seen a huge jump in wait times over the past 
year, almost doubling. They’re not the longest wait times in the state, but long enough to have 
customers lining up outside every morning.

NEWS AUG 13, 2018  Commuter train service ahead for Salinas
Work is underway on a local passenger rail project. It will create commuter train service from 
Salinas.

NEWS SEP 6, 2018 Green light for contentious San Luis Obispo bike lane plan
After two years of fierce community debate, the San Luis Obispo city council cast a deciding 
vote this week to build protected bike lanes between downtown and Foothill Boulevard.

NEWS SEP 12, 2018 E-scooters may be coming to San Luis Obispo, but not this week
Electric scooter rentals may be coming to San Luis Obispo, but not Thursday, as scooter 
company Bird had planned. City officials said they’ve been in contact with Bird, which deploys 
e-scooters and runs an app that allows electric vehicle sharing. It appears the company had 
planned a “rogue launch” of its e-scooters without city approval.

Veterans Affairs
RT AUG 9, 2018  Service to country, others, and self
Brandon Demchak enlisted in the U.S. Army at 21 and was deployed twice before being 
honorably discharged in 2015. Demchak returned home, like many veterans, with a "noise in his 
head" that haunted his days and nights. He was soon diagnosed as PTSD. His journey to healing 
led to discovering a gift for film and storytelling. Today, Brandon is dedicated to bringing a 
message of hope and awareness to fellow veterans and civilians through the big screen.

Water
NEWS AUG 1, 2018 KCBX Two-way: Groundwater in the Cuyama Valley
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Where does the Central Coast get its water, our most fundamental of needs? Some comes in the 
form of rain filling up local reservoirs; some from the State Water Project, a long system of pipes 
and canals that carry melted snow from the Sierra Nevada mountains to the central and southern 
part of the state. And a significant amount comes from underground, pumped up via wells.
Until just four years ago, groundwater was totally unregulated in California. But extended 
droughts made it clear that Californians needed to figure how to manage the underground water 
supply. 

NEWS SEP 4, 2018  Federal agency studies environmental impacts of fracking on 
Central Coast lands
Some Central Coast residents and environmental groups are alarmed over a current federal study, 
saying it could open up iconic local places like Morro Rock and Montana de Oro State Park to 
hydraulic fracking.

NEWS SEP 12, 2018 Protest vote falls short in Morro Bay; water and sewer rates set to 
spike
Morro Bay water and sewer residential customers will be paying up to $41 dollars more a month 
for service, starting next summer. On Tuesday night, the Morro Bay city council voted to raise 
the rates, after counting the results of a community vote. Those opposed to the rate increase were 
short by an estimated 636 protest votes. 

NEWS SEP 25, 2018  Wasting wastewater: new report identifies water recycling 
opportunities
In California, it is a persistent challenge making water supply and water demand match up. A 
report being released Wednesday outlines how much water California’s coastal wastewater 
treatment plants dump into the ocean, and how much of that could be saved through better water 
management.

Women’s Issues
CCV JUL 5, 2018 Life after #MeToo
More than six months after the #MeToo movement began, its effects continue to be widely felt 
across the nation. Hardly a week goes by when another media story isn’t published. The 
movement which began by exposing the abuses of powerful men in the media industry, has now 
spread to numerous other industries and occupations, including a variety of well-known 
corporations and educational institutions.

I&I SEP 15, 2018 Journeys of Discovery: The women who saved baseball during 
World War II
Correspondent Katya Cengel reports from Rockford, Illinois, where she visits with two women 
who played baseball for the Rockford Peaches during WW II—chronicled in the Hollywood hit 
A League of Their Own.

NEWS SEP 18, 2018 California Legislature’s new sexual harassment investigative unit 
signed into law 
by BEN ADLER/CAPITAL PUBLIC RADIO 
Gov. Jerry Brown has signed a bill that implements the California Legislature’s new system for 
investigating sexual harassment complaints against lawmakers and senior staff. 
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Unused Categories:
- Addiction
- Cannabis & Hemp
- Earthquakes 
- Pets & Animal Welfare


