
Quarterly List of WGBX-TV Programming Providing the Most Significant 
Treatment of Community Issues - WGBX-TV  (April-June 2013) 
 
 
I. Education/Schools/Youth 
 

Ted Talks Education, N 05/08/13, 2:30pm, 60 min. 
Hear inspiring and forward-looking leaders and thinkers on the topic of learning, 
including Dr. Angela Lee Duckworth, Bill Gates, Rita F. Pierson, Sir Ken 
Robinson and Geoffrey Canada, among others. Hosted by John Legend, this 
special, which is focused solely on education, marks the first TED project 
produced specifically for television.  
 
Need to Know, N 05/12/13, 9am, 30 min. 
Though it passed quickly from the headlines, a single shooting incident at a small 
college in western Massachusetts continues to have a profound effect on many 
people 20 years later.  
 
Greater Boston, L 05/21/13, 6pm, 30 min. 
WGBH's James Edwards looks at how a new program is teaching kids who live in 
urban and low income areas how to swim to help prevent drowning accidents.  

 
II. Housing/Urban Development 

 
Greater Boston, L 05/01/13, 6pm, 30 min. 
An early morning house fire on Linden Street in Allston destroyed the three-story 
house - injuring as many as 15 residents and firefighters and claimed the life of 
BU senior, Binland Lee. It has been reported that as many as 19 people lived in 
the home - believed to have between 7-9 bedrooms. Inspectional Services has 
begun an investigation into whether the home was "over crowded" but has NOT 
commented on a cause of the fire.  
 
Greater Boston, L 05/22/13, 6pm, 30 min. 
In light of the devastating tornados that ravaged Oklahoma City yesterday, we 
follow up with the town of Monson, which was hit hard by the tornados that 
swept through Massachusetts in 2011. Monson residents say the long-term 
rebuilding process will be arduous.  
 
Nightly Business Report, N 05/28/13, 6:30pm, 30 min. 
Tonight on Nightly Business Report, home prices are up the most in 7 years. Is 
housing the new driver of the economy? And consumers are feeling the best since 
2008. So what does this all mean for the economy? NBR will ask PIMCO CEO 
Mohamed El-Erian.  

 



 
III.  Public Safety/Crime/Justice 

 
Frontline, N 04/14/13, 9pm, 60 min. 
“Lost in Detention” - More than one million immigrants have been deported since 
President Obama took office. Under his administration deportations and 
detentions have reached record levels. The get-tough policy has brought 
complaints of abuse and harsh treatment, including charges that families have 
been unfairly separated after being caught in the nationwide dragnet. The 
administration has promised to make the detention system more humane and more 
selectively target the most serious criminals. But it faces Republican critics urging 
stricter measures -- and a growing backlash among Latino voters, a key 2012 
electoral force. In a co-production with the Investigative Reporting Workshop, 
correspondent Maria Hinojosa investigates Obama's enforcement strategies and 
journeys into the secretive world of immigrant detention, with a look at who is 
being detained and what is happening to them.  
 
Greater Boston, L 05/17/13, 6pm, 30 min. 
In 1994, three teenagers known as the West Memphis Three were convicted for 
the murder of three young boys in West Memphis, Arkansas. The prosecution 
claimed the murders were part of a satanic ritual. In 2011, the "three" (Damien 
Echols, Jessie Misskelley and Jason Baldwin) were released after reaching a deal 
with prosecutors and entering Alford pleas. Damien Echols, who served 18 years 
on death row, will be a guest to discuss the case, his imprisonment and his 
freedom.  

 
NOVA, N 05/30/13, 9pm, 60 min. 
“Manhunt – Boston Bombers” - At 2:50pm on April 15, two bomb blasts turned 
the Boston Marathon finish line from a scene of triumph to tragedy, leaving three 
dead, hundreds injured and a city gripped by heartbreak and terror. Less than five 
days later, the key suspects were identified and apprehended with one dead, the 
other in custody. How did investigators transform the chaos of the bombing into a 
coherent trail of clues, pointing to the accused killers? NOVA follows the 
manhunt step by step, examining the role modern technology -- combined with 
old-fashioned detective work -- played in cracking the case. Given hundreds of 
hours of surveillance and bystander videos, how did agents spot the bad guys in a 
sea of spectators? Why couldn't facial recognition software I.D. the criminals? 
How much could bomb chemistry analysis, cell phone GPS, infrared imagery and 
crowd sourcing reveal about the secrets behind this horrific crime? With the help 
of top criminal investigators and anti-terrorism experts, NOVA explores which 
technological innovations worked -- and which didn't -- in the most notorious case 
of today, and how the world of crime fighting could be transformed tomorrow.  
 



 
 
IV.  Needs of Special Interest Groups 
 

To The Contrary With Bonnie Erbe, N 05/12/13, 7:30am, 30 min. 
The number of sexual assaults in the military continues to rise. Would changing 
who handles these problems solve anything? A current bill in congress proposes 
that control should be taken away from the commanding officer.  
 
To The Contrary With Bonnie Erbe, N 06/02/13, 7:30am, 30 min. 
As Hillary Clinton leaves behind her work at the State Department, she sits down 
with host, Bonnie Erbe, to share her dedication and commitment to women and 
girls' empowerment. From First Lady to the U.S. Senate to the State Department, 
Clinton guides us through her storied career with one common thread: issues 
facing women and girls.  

 
Religion & Ethics Newsweekly, N 06/09/13, 7am, 30 min. 
More than forty years after the civil rights movement that ended legal segregation, 
African-American men are six times more likely than whites to be imprisoned, 
especially for drug offenses, in what has been called a "human rights nightmare." 
As Deborah Potter reports, churches often provide ministries to prison inmates---
but insufficient support when those inmates are released and in need of jobs and 
housing that could prevent them from returning to prison.  

 
V.  Employment/Unemployment/Poverty 
 

Nightly Business Report, N 04/05/13 6:30pm, 30 min. 
Tonight on Nightly Business Report - the slowest jobs growth in 9 months sends 
stocks lower. What does it all mean for the economy and the markets? 

 
Nightly Business Report, N 06/07/13, 6:30pm, 30 min. 
Tonight on Nightly Business Report, the economy added 175,000 jobs in May, 
sparking a rally in stocks. But are Americans feeling better about the labor market 
and what does it say about the Fed's next move? 
 
Moyers & Company, N 06/07/13 10pm, 60 min. 
Modern American capitalism is a story of continued inequality and hardship. 
Even a modest increase in the minimum wage faces opposition from those who 
seem to show allegiance first and foremost to America's wealthy and powerful. 
Yet some aren't just wringing their hands about our economic crisis; they're 
fighting back. In an encore Moyers & Company broadcast, Economist Richard 
Wolff joins Bill to shine light on the disaster left behind in capitalism's wake, and 
to discuss the fight for economic justice, including a fair minimum wage. 

 



 
 
VI.  Environment/Ecology 
 

NOVA, N 04/03/13, 1:30pm, 60 min.  
“Russian Meteor Strike” - A blinding streak of light screaming across the Russian 
sky, followed by a shuddering blast strong enough to damage buildings and send 
more than 1000 people to the hospital. On the morning of February 15th, a 7000 
ton asteroid crashed into the Earth's atmosphere, exploded and fell to earth across 
a wide swath near the Ural mountains. NOVA crews hit the ground in Russia 
along with impact scientists as they hunt for debris from the explosion and clues 
to the meteor's origin and makeup. To understand how lucky we were this time, 
we explore even greater explosions in the past, from Tunguska to the asteroid that 
extinguished the dinosaurs 65 million years ago. "Russian Meteor Strike" puts it 
all together and asks: Is our solar system a deadly celestial shooting gallery - with 
Earth in the cross-hairs? What are the chances that another, even more massive 
asteroid is heading straight for us? Are we just years, months or days away from a 
total global reboot of civilization, or worse? 
 
Religion & Ethics Newsweekly, N 04/21/13, 7am, 30 min. 
A national organization called Interfaith Power and Light---IPL---is bringing 
different faiths together on environmental issues, especially climate change. 
Although pastors have often been reluctant to talk about the environment from the 
pulpit, Lucky Severson reports that IPL wants houses of worship to invest in 
energy efficiency and to serve as examples to the people in the pews, encouraging 
them to become energy efficient in their homes.  
 
Saving The Ocean, N 05/12/13, 1:30pm, 30 min. 
“Cod Comeback?” - In the rich fishing grounds of New England and Canada, it 
seemed as if cod would never run out - until they did. Fishing communities from 
Newfoundland to Massachusetts fell apart. Widespread closures in the 1990s 
aimed to let the cod recover, but it's been a long wait. Carl Safina goes fishing to 
find some of the first signs that the famous codfish just might, indeed, be coming 
back.  
 

VII.  Medical and Mental Health/Social Services 
 

To The Contrary With Bonnie Erbe, N 05/12/13, 7:30am, 30 min.  
Some women are choosing to freeze their eggs until they are ready for children, 
but critics think it could lead to gene selection.  
 
Need to Know, N 06/02/13, 9am, 30 min.  
Medical correspondent, Dr. Emily Senay, travels to Massachusetts to examine 
how that state's health care system is working six years (now seven years) after 
the legislature there adopted an individual mandate requiring individuals to buy 
health insurance and businesses to provide it or face fines.  



 
Nightly Business Report, N 06/17/13, 6:30pm, 30 min. 
Tonight on Nightly Business Report, the price of your prescriptions. NBR will 
have details on the Supreme Court's generic drug ruling that touches the wallet 
and medicine cabinets of most Americans. And, Texas tells older Americans they 
can sell their life insurance policies to pay for long-term care. But do the risks 
outweigh the rewards?  

 
VIII.  Economy/Business 

 
Greater Boston, L 04/12/13, 6pm, 30 min. 
State Representative Shaunna O'Connell will file an amendment to the House 
budget that would require the MBTA to make its pension information available 
for the public. O'Connell feels the public has the right to know who is receiving 
pensions from the MBTA at taxpayers expense.  
 
Nightly Business Report, N 05/14/13, 6:30pm, 30 min. 
Tonight on Nightly Business Report - New highs for stocks, small businesses are 
more optimistic and American households are shedding debt. What does all this 
mean for the economy and the stock market? 
 
Greater Boston, L 06/14/13, 6pm, 30 min.  
Two years after Boston embraced food trucks, the industry is booming and 
creating new business opportunities around town. But despite the popularity of 
these mobile eateries, some say the city's complicated regulations cut down on 
profits.  

 
IX.  Family/Morality/Religion 
 

Intelligence Squared, N 04/07/13, 6am, 60 min.  
“Can Science Refute God?” - On the fundamental question--evolution or 
creation? Americans are on the fence. According to one survey, while 61% of 
Americans believe we have evolved over time, 22% believe this evolution was 
guided by a higher power, with another 31% on the side of creationism. For some, 
modern science debunks many of religion's core beliefs, but for others, questions 
like "Why are we here?" and "How did it all come about?" can only be answered 
through a belief in the existence of God. Can science and religion co-exist?  

 
Religion & Ethics Newsweekly, N 04/07/13 7am, 30 min.  
Bob Abernethy and Kim Lawton interview the social activist and CEO of 
Sojourners magazine about his new book On God's Side. Wallis advocates 
solving the country's major problems through a national Christian conversion that 
emphasizes serving "the common good."  

 
Religion & Ethics Newsweekly, N 05/19/13 7am, 30 min.  



The national council of the Boy Scouts of America will vote next week on a 
proposal to lift the long-standing ban on gay scouts, although allowing gay adult 
leaders is not under consideration. As Deborah Potter reports, most scout troops 
are sponsored by faith-based groups, some of whom say that lifting the ban is 
incompatible with scout values, and could lead them to withdraw their 
sponsorship.  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 


