
Here follows a listing of some of the significant issues responded to by Station KMUC, 
Columbia, Missouri along with the most significant programming treatment of those 
issues for the period October 1, 2020 through December 31, 2020.  The listing is by no 
means exhaustive.  The order in which the issues appear does not reflect any priority or 
significance.

1. “The Ongoing Pandemic & Missouri Prisons: ‘I’m Definitely in Fear Every Single Day”
In-depth health reporting

 December 24, 2020
Aired at 5:00pm
4:00
Carlos Wade is an inmate at the Southeast Missouri Correctional Center in the 
Bootheel, who we talked to back in July. He recently updated me on how things 
are going inside prison – nearly ten months into the pandemic and after another 
round of cases at the facility. According to the Missouri Department of 
Corrections, as of December 24, 2020, they have gotten most of the outbreaks 
back under control – with only 179 active inmate cases and 96 active prison staff 
cases. Since the beginning of the pandemic, 39 inmates and 5 staff have died of 
the disease.

2. “Meals on Wheels of Columbia: ‘Loneliness is Just as fatal as a Pandemic’”
In-depth health reporting
December 16, 2020
Aired at 5:00pm
4:00 
JoNetta Weaver is the executive director of Meals on Wheels of 
Columbia. She spoke about how the organization continues to offer hot 
meals to people in need, and about how they’ve had to tackle another 
health crisis during the ongoing pandemic – loneliness in the senior 
community. 

3. “If Every Other Year is a Struggle to Get Insulin, What is My Quality of Life?” 
In-depth health reporting
November 19, 2020
Aired at 5:00pm
4:00
Hattie Saltzman Milota and her dad, Russell Saltzman both live in the Kansas 
City area. They both have Type 1 diabetes, and since 2017, they’ve noticed a 
steep increase in the price of insulin – a drug they need to live. They spoke about 
how these costs once kept Hattie from buying her own insulin for an entire year – 
and while she now has insurance that makes it affordable, how the cost of the 
drug is still a constant point of stress. 

4.  “Therapists’ Mental Health Needs: ‘It’s Like the Dirty Little Secret That We Don’t 
Talk About’”



In-depth health reporting
November 13, 2020
Aired at 5:00pm
4:00
Beth Orns and Katie McDannald are both mental health professionals in 
Columbia. They spoke about how their work has an impact on their own mental 
health, as well as about how even they need help, at times – especially in a year 
like 2020.

5. “Missourians are Paying With Their Lives For Our State’s Lack of Gun Laws”
In-depth health reporting
November 3, 2020
Aired at 5:00pm
4:00 
Matthew Huffman works at the Missouri Coalition Against Domestic and Sexual 
Violence, and we checked in – eight months into the ongoing coronavirus 
pandemic. He spoke about how the lives of Missourians experiencing domestic 
violence are being further complicated by intersecting factors – housing 
insecurity, continued isolation, gun violence and more. Huffman mentioned a new 
report from The Violence Policy Center called “When Men Murder Women An 
Analysis of 2018 Homicide Data,” in which Missouri ranks 2nd for number of 
women killed by intimate partners.

https://vpc.org/

