
Here follows a listing of some of the significant issues responded to by Station KMUC, 
Columbia, Missouri along with the most significant programming treatment of those 
issues for the period July, 2020 through September, 2020.  The listing is by no means 
exhaustive.  The order in which the issues appear does not reflect any priority or 
significance.

1. “Life Without Parole is Like ‘a Hellish Form of Groundhog Day’”
In-depth health reporting

 September 10, 2020
Aired at 5:00pm
4:00
Jabar is an inmate at Jefferson City Correctional Center. He’s been in prison for 
25 years, after being sentenced to death row at 17. He is one of the youngest 
Missourians ever to be put on death row. Then after a retrial at age 19, he was 
sentenced to life without parole. Jabar maintains his innocence, has written 
numerous books for children, as well as adults, based on his life growing up in 
St. Louis and his time in prison, and because of a law passed back in 2016, he 
has the chance to apply for parole as soon as this month. This law allows people 
sentenced to life without parole prior to August 2016, for a crime they committed 
before they turned 18, to apply for a parole hearing after serving 25 years. He 
spoke with me about how being in prison from such a young age has changed 
him, and about what keeps him going.

2. “Special Education PTA Works to Support Families as “Scary and Unknown’ School 
Reopening Approaches”

In-depth health reporting
August 27, 2020
Aired at 5:00pm
4:00 
Amie VanMorlan is a mother of two, a pediatric endocrinologist and the 
incoming President of the Columbia SEPTA or Special Education PTA. She sat 
down with me to talk about some of the concerns parents and educators have 
about the return to school this fall for kids with disabilities – including her own 
son, Damien.

3. “Masters Students Help Fill Critical Need for Case Investigators in Boone County” 
In-depth health reporting
August 10, 2020
Aired at 5:00pm
4:00
Missouri has entered its sixth month of navigating the ongoing coronavirus 
pandemic, and for dozens of health departments across the state, CARES Act 
funding has been slow to arrive. That means crucial public-health positions 
like contact tracers and case investigators have been left unfilled. So, 

https://legiscan.com/MO/text/SB590/2016
https://comosepta.com/


Columbia/Boone County Public Health and Human Services has found one 
creative stop-gap – Masters in Public Health student volunteers.

4.  “Missouri Dentists, Advocates Look to Teledentistry as a Possible COVID-19 Solution”
In-depth health reporting
July 20, 2020
Aired at 5:00pm
4:00
Many things have changed for dental practices since the beginning of the 
coronavirus pandemic – starting with several months of closures dealing with 
only oral health emergencies. Now, dentists are having to figure out how to 
preserve PPE, or personal protective equipment, enforce social distancing and 
minimize the risk of disease spread as they reopen their practices. And while these 
are serious challenges, some practitioners and oral health advocates are 
encouraged at a possible positive outcome of the ongoing pandemic – the 
increased interest in and implementation of teledentistry.

5. “We Need to Have Strategies Where They Can Be College Students, and Still be Safe 
as Possible”

In-depth health reporting
August 10, 2020
Aired at 5:00pm
4:00 
Lynelle Phillips and Scott Clardy both work with Columbia/Boone County 
Public Health and Human Services. Scott is the Assistant Director and Lynelle is 
a professor at the University of Missouri who leads a team of contact investigator 
volunteers. They spoke about the bad rap that college age students get when it 
comes to testing positive for COVID-19 and about some of the ways college 
students can help keep themselves and their community – safe. 


