
Quarterly List of WGBH-TV Programming Providing the Most Significant 
Treatment of Community Issues - WGBH-TV  (April-June 2013) 
 
 
I. Education/Schools/Youth 
 

Greater Boston, L 040113, 7pm, 30 min. 
Matt Malone was sworn in as the State's Secretary of the Executive Office of 
Education. Malone will be responsible for overseeing efforts to build a 
"comprehensive 21st century public education system"; work to expand early 
education; and work closely with colleges and universities to help students 
prepare for higher education. Malone is the former Superintendent of Brockton 
Public Schools.  
 
Greater Boston, L 05/14/13, 7pm, 30 min. 
Malcolm Astley, the father of Lauren Astley, the teenage girl murdered by her ex-
boyfriend Nathaniel Fujita back in 2011, will be a guest to discuss his testifying 
on Beacon Hill today - trying to get more support for the efforts of preventing 
teen dating violence.  
 
Greater Boston, L 06/17/13, 7pm, 30 min. 
Juvenile Court Judge Leslie Harris was recently honored by the Robert F. 
Kennedy Children's Action Corps for his advocacy on behalf of minors who are 
charged with crimes. His Detention Diversion Advocacy Project lets minors avoid 
incarceration and stay in school.  

 
II. Housing/Urban Development 

 
Greater Boston, L 04/11/13, 7pm, 30 min. 
The average rent in Boston tops 17-hundred dollars a month - leaving many 
young professionals with no choice but to live with roommates - or move back in 
with their parents. Now, a growing number of architects and developers are 
hoping to reverse that trend - by building apartments that sacrifice space for 
affordability. 
 
Greater Boston, L 05/09/13, 7pm, 30 min. 
Jared Bowen continues our Right of Way series with a look at the city's 
infrastructure - what has been done to create safer bike lanes; what are the trouble 
spots; and what more can be done to make biking safer in the city.  
 
Greater Boston, L 05/23/13, 7pm, 30 min. 
The Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe released renderings of a proposed casino resort 
to be built in Taunton. The Tribe, however, is facing some legal challenges, as the 
land is currently in trust by the federal government. In order for the Wamponoag's 
to host tribal gambling, they must own eligible land. Cedric Cromwell, the 
Mashpee Wampanoag chairman, says they are making great progress in terms of 



the land, although some skeptics believe they are years away from land 
ownership. He'll be a guest today. 

 
III.  Public Safety/Crime/Justice 

 
Greater Boston, L 04/16/13, 7pm, 60 min. 
One Hour Special Edition - We continue to follow the developments one day after 
two bombs went off 12 seconds apart near the finish line of the 117th Boston 
Marathon. The casualties remain at 3 (including an 8 year old boy from 
Dorchester) with more than 150 injured. The range of the severity of the injuries 
is unknown, but it has been reported at least a dozen amputations have taken 
place.  
 
Greater Boston, L 04/23/13, 7pm, 30 min. 
Several legal questions surround how 19-year-old Dzhokhar Tsarnaev will be 
prosecuted. Yesterday, Tsarnaev was officially charged with using weapons of 
mass destruction resulting in death; and malicious destruction of property by 
means of an explosive device, resulting in death. Tsarnaev could spend the rest of 
his life in prison or be sentenced to death. 
 
Greater Boston, L 06/11/13, 7pm, 60 min. 
One Hour Special Edition - Today, opening statements in the trial of 83-year old 
James 'Whitey' Bulger officially got underway at the John J. Moakley courthouse 
in Boston. For the families and victims of Bulger's decades-long criminal spree - 
it's a moment in justice long overdue. Tonight we are going to take you through 
Bulger's criminal enterprise - a record that spans some 70-years - but began in 
earnest in the 1960's. We'll feature excerpts from our 2001 documentary, "The 
Outlaw and the Lawman", interviews Emily has conducted with some well-known 
Whitey associates - Kevin Weeks and John "RED" Shea; an interview with 
Lindsey Cyr, the mother of Whitey's only known child - who died at the age of 6; 
and of course a sit down with then FBI agent John Connolly - now serving a 40-
year sentence for murder. FCC Public Safety  

 
IV.  Needs of Special Interest Groups 

 
Greater Boston, L 04/23/13, 7pm, 30 min. 
Steve Hassan, an international cult expert and author of "Freedom of Mind: 
Helping Loved Ones Leave Controlling People, Cults and Beliefs" will be a guest 
to discuss how individuals can be changed through mind control to believe and in 
some cases commit horrible acts of violence.  

 
Greater Boston, L 05/21/13, 7pm, 30 min. 
Academy Award-winning actress Geena Davis founded the Geena Davis Institute 
on Gender Media in 2004. The institute's mission is to work within the 
entertainment industry to alter how girls and women are reflected in media, with a 
special focus on children's media. The Wareham native and Boston University 



alum is partnering with WGBH to short video spots that challenge kids' 
assumptions about gender stereotypes.  
 
Greater Boston, L 06/19/13, 7pm, 30 min. 
Author Wendy Murphy shares her take on the inequities in the American justice 
system. Her Book is titled “And Justice For Some.” 

 
V.  Employment/Unemployment/Poverty 
 

Need to Know, N 04/07/13 4:30am, 30 min. 
Need to Know examines how behavioral economics is being utilized to encourage 
low-income workers to save. Correspondent William Brangham reports from 
Vermont how workers who have repaid emergency loans through automatic 
paycheck deductions continue to take the lower amount in their paychecks and 
save the difference after the loan is paid off. Correspondent Brian Epstein reports 
about a plan devised by Mayor Michael Bloomberg that offers incentives to low-
wage earners who save their tax refunds. The "American Voices" essay is by Dan 
Ariely, professor of psychology and behavioral economics at Duke University.  

 
Need to Know, N 05/04/13 4:30am, 30 min. 
Even as unemployment remains stubbornly high, millions of jobs remain unfilled 
because many workers do not have the necessary training to fill them. This week, 
Need to Know correspondent Rick Karr travels to the state of Washington to 
report on The National STEM Consortium - a program designed to target this type 
of structural unemployment by improving the scientific, technical and 
mathematical know-how of American workers. Anchor Jeff Greenfield interviews 
Seth Harris, the acting Secretary of Labor.  
 
Greater Boston, L 06/04/13, 7pm, 30 min. 
The highly anticipated trial against James "Whitey" Bulger begins jury selection 
today. With the length of the trial expected to last 3 months, how are jurors going 
to be compensated for any loss wages and what is the court/employer's 
responsibility to the jurors who take on such a lengthy commitment?  

 
 
VI.  Environment/Ecology 
 

Greater Boston, L 04/08/13, 7pm, 30 min. 
The town of Falmouth is about to vote on whether or not they want to tear down 
the wind turbines that went up 3 years ago. The issue has pitted neighbor against 
neighbor. Residents around the turbines complain about detrimental health effects 
and loud noise, and proponents say tearing down the turbines is a rash response 
that sets back the town's green energy efforts.  

 
 
 



 
Greater Boston, L 05/01/13, 7pm, 30 min. 
Federal regulators have officially released new rules for the 2013 fishing year in 
New England that implement broad cuts in catch limits on key fish stocks. The 
2013 fishing season begins today. The most severe of the reductions is a 78 
percent year-to-year cut in the catch limit for Gulf of Maine cod.  

 
NOVA, N 05/29/13, 10pm, 60 min.  
“Oklahoma’s Deadliest Tornadoes” - On May 20th 2013, a ferocious F5 tornado 
over a mile wide tore through Moore, Oklahoma, inflicting 24 deaths and 
obliterating entire neighborhoods. It was the third time an exceptionally violent 
tornado had struck the city in 14 years. Yet predicting when and where these 
killer storms will hit still poses a huge challenge. Why was 2011--the worst ever 
recorded tornado season that left 158 dead in Joplin, Missouri--followed by the 
quietest ever year of activity prior to the Moore disaster? Can improved radar and 
warning technology explain why so many fewer died in Moore than in Joplin? 
And will tornadoes get worse as Earth's climate heats up? In this NOVA special, 
we meet scientists in the front ranks of the battle to understand these extreme 
weather events. We also meet storm survivors whose lives have been upended, 
and learn how we can protect ourselves and our communities for the uncertain 
future.  

 
 
VII.  Medical and Mental Health/Social Services 
 

Greater Boston, L 04/02/13, 7pm, 30 min.  
Cancer survivors are often told they will have to adjust to a "new normal" after 
undergoing aggressive treatment. Now, the STAR program (Survivorship 
Training and Rehabilitation) is offering rehab tailored specifically to cancer 
patients to help them regain their quality of life.  
 
Greater Boston, L 04/24/13, 7pm, 30 min.  
How do the most severely injured Marathon victims move on with their lives? Dr. 
Nejad is working with those who may be dealing with PTSD, depression, etc. - 
especially if they lost their legs. Dr. Hirschberg is a trauma rehab physician who 
plans the transition from acute care to rehab.  
 
Greater Boston, L 05/13/13, 7pm, 30 min. 
The American Cancer Society is enrolling participants in a long term cancer study 
to better understand what causes cancer. We will talk about the goals of the study, 
and where we are in cancer research.  

 



 
 
 
 
VIII.  Economy/Business 

 
Greater Boston, L 04/02/13, 7pm, 30 min. 
House Speaker Robert DeLeo and Senate President Therese Murray are holding a 
press conference this morning to announce their transportation finance plan. 
According to aides to DeLeo and Murray, the plan will "identify and solve the 
current transportation funding gap, require agencies to meet reforms and provide 
adequate revenue to enable future capital investments."  
 
Greater Boston, L 04/23/13, 7pm, 30 min.  
Business owners and residents forced to stay clear of the areas affected by the two 
bombing attacks last week are finally being let back onto Boylston Street. 
Businesses will NOT be re-opening yet, but the process of recovering hundreds of 
millions of dollars in loss revenue begins with assistance from the state and 
federal governments. 

 
Greater Boston, L 05/08/13, 7pm, 30 min. 
The message of unity and resilience encapsulated in the mantra 'Boston Strong' is 
now part of a widespread marketing strategy. Boston Strong T-shirts are flying off 
the shelves - with some of the proceeds going to the One Fund. One company 
tried to trademark the motto. Others are advertising Boston Strong scented 
candles and coffee. We'll discuss the business ethics involved. 

 
IX.  Family/Morality/Religion 

 
Greater Boston, L 04/18/13 7pm, 30 min.  
President Obama and dignitaries from all over the country are in Boston today for 
an interfaith service at the Cathedral of the Holy Cross. They are here to gather in 
support of the victims of the bombings that took place on Monday during the 
117th running of the Boston Marathon - killing 3 and injuring almost 200. Emily 
and Jared are attending the service and will report on the event as well as local 
reaction in and around the church. 
 
Greater Boston, L 06/03/13, 7pm, 30 min.  
Following the collapse of a garment factory in Bangladesh, more consumers and 
retailers are focused on the origin of products - where items are made, who made 
them and under what conditions. We are talking to the owner of a store that stocks 
only ethically-made products and a marketing professor from Suffolk University.  

 
Independent Lens, L 06/20/13 11:30pm, 60 min.  
“Love Free or Die” - Faith, love, marriage, homosexuality and the Episcopal 
Church collide in the first openly gay Bishop Gene Robinson of New Hampshire. 



Robinson is a man whose two primary passions are in direct conflict: his love for 
God and for his partner Mark. Robinson is the first openly gay person to become a 
bishop in the historic traditions of Christendom. His consecration by the 
Episcopal Church in 2003, to which he wore a bullet-proof vest, caused an 
international stir. He becomes the focal point as American churches debate 
whether or not lesbian and gay people are equal to heterosexuals in the eyes of 
God, while the United States at large struggles with legal equality for gays and 
lesbians.  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 


