
Quarterly List of WGBH-TV Programming Providing the Most Significant Treatment of 
Community Issues - WGBH-TV  (July-September 2013) 
 
 
I. Education/Schools/Youth 
 
Greater Boston, L 07/31/2013, 7pm, 30 min. 
Rebuilding Boats to Rebuild Lives - The Maritime Apprentice Program, known as MAP, enrolls 
young men who are considered high-risk and teaches them boat-making skills - in hopes of rebuilding 
their lives.  
 
Greater Boston, L 09/04/13, 7pm, 30 min. 
Peter & Carolyn Lynch - As students start heading back to school, we discuss the Lynch Foundation's 
initiatives to strengthen teacher and student development.  
 
Is School Enough?, N 09/29/13, 4pm, 60 min. 
This program examines a new frontier that could reshape education --- the importance of breaking out 
of the classroom and connecting students into the wider world. This new educational approach 
encourages young people to make a difference by learning from what they care about most. 
 
 
II. Housing/Urban Development 
 
Greater Boston, L 07/09/13, 7pm, 30 min. 
Plum Island - Two Plum Island residents whose homes were destroyed in a series of strong storms are 
being allowed to rebuild in the same location. We talk to Sen. Bruce Tarr, Newbury Building 
Inspector Sam Joslin and homeowner Les Jones.  
 
Greater Boston, L 07/17/13, 7pm, 30 min. 
Bridge Safety - The recent bridge collapse in Washington State renewed discussions about America's 
aging infrastructure. Massachusetts ranks in the middle of the country when it comes to the condition 
of its bridges. 
 
Greater Boston, L 07/30/13, 7pm, 30 min. 
North End Gentrification - For over 100 years, Boschetto's Bakery sold brick oven-baked bread in the 
North End. But for some long-time residents, the bakery's closure earlier this month is another sign of 
how gentrification is changing Boston's 'Little Italy'.  
 
 
III.  Public Safety/Crime/Justice 
 
Greater Boston, L 07/03/13, 7pm, 30 min. 
A Different Kind of 4th! - Security at this year's 4th of July event at the Esplanade will be 
unprecedented. Efforts are being made to deter any terrorist attack with metal detectors, cameras and 
hundreds of undercover surveillance officers. The event draws almost a half-million people - who 
will no longer be allowed to bring backpacks, coolers, or grills to the annual event.  



 
Greater Boston, L 07/26/13, 7pm, 30 min. 
Southie Abduction & Murder - Police are investigating the kidnapping and murder of 24-year-old 
Amy Lord and a possible connection to two other assaults in South Boston.  
 
Greater Boston, L 08/14/13, 7pm, 30 min. 
Carmen Ortiz - US Attorney Carmen Ortiz joins us to discuss the Bulger verdict and the indictment of 
two of Marathon bombing suspect Jahar Tsarnaev's friends. 
 
 
IV.  Needs of Special Interest Groups 
 
Moyers & Co. N 07/21/13, 12am, 60 min. 
A hard look at the plight of the men and women who bend to the earth in backbreaking labor, picking 
fruits, vegetables, and tobacco. Despite miracles of agricultural progress and innovation over the 
decades, the harsh lives and working conditions of migrant laborers have changed very little.  
 
Greater Boston, L 09/26/13, 7pm, 30 min. 
How Race Shaped The Preliminary Election - No person of color made the top two out of a 12 person 
field in Boston's preliminary mayoral race. But, five of the six candidates of color earned a total of 34 
percent of the vote, with Charlotte Golar Richie getting 14 percent of that herself.  
 
Greater Boston, L 09/30/13, 7pm, 30 min. 
Patients Like Me - We explore a new website designed to help patients connect over common 
ailments. It has also helped researchers find subjects.  
 
 
V.  Employment/Unemployment/Poverty 
 
Moyers & Co, N 07/07/13, 12am, 60 min. 
Bill Moyers talks with the authors of two important books about how the changing nature of the 
economy is affecting everyone: Barbara Miner, a public education advocate who's been following the 
decline of her own Milwaukee hometown for nearly 40 years; and author, activist and playwright 
Barbara Garson, who's published a number of books about the changing lives of working Americans. 
Her most recent is Down the Up Escalator: How the 99% Live in the Great Recession.  
 
Frontline: Two American Families, N 07/09/13 10pm, 60 min. 
Since 1992, Bill Moyers and FRONTLINE have been following the story of two ordinary, hard-
working families in Milwaukee - one black, one white - as they spent two decades in an extraordinary 
battle to keep from sliding into poverty. Two American Families chronicles the struggles of the 
Neumanns and the Stanleys as they try to hold onto their homes, their jobs, their health insurance, and 
a future for their children. A remarkable portrait of perseverance, the film raises unsettling questions 
about the changing nature of the U.S. economy and the fate of a declining middle class.  
 
Bridge the Gap to Pine Ridge, N 07/26/13 4:00am, 60 min. 



Host Chris Bashinelli visits Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota to better understand employment 
issues on the "Rez."  
 
 
VI.  Environment/Ecology 
 
Greater Boston, L 07/17/13, 7pm, 30 min. 
Swimming in Dirty Water - The first community swim in the Charles River in 50 years was held over 
the weekend. We find out what it's like to swim that Dirty Water - and ask Bostonians how they feel 
about the idea. 
 
Greater Boston, L 08/06/13, 7pm, 30 min. 
Wood's Hole Sub - In June, filmmaker James Cameron donated the Deepsea Challenger to Woods 
Hole Oceanographic Institution. Woods Hole is hoping to use its innovative technology for ocean 
research.  
 
Greater Boston, L 08/16/13, 7pm, 30 min.  
Shark Search - Our Gail Huff rode along on an historic expedition by the Woods Hole Oceanographic 
Institution to tag and study Great White Sharks off of Cape Cod.  
 
 
VII.  Medical and Mental Health/Social Services 
 
Need to Know, N 07/06/13, 12am, 30 min.  
Need to Know anchor Jeff Greenfield explores how malpractice lawsuits contribute to rising 
healthcare costs. Correspondent William Brangham travels to Denmark, where medical disputes are 
settled by experts without ever going to court.  
 
Greater Boston, L 08/02/13, 7pm, 30 min.  
Meet the Walshes - Three members of this family from Millis made the difficult decision to have 
their stomachs removed after watching a sibling die of stomach cancer. All of them tested positive for 
a gene mutation that increases ones chances of developing cancer.  
 
Greater Boston, L 09/27/13, 12am, 90 min. 
In this 90-minute public television special, Dr. Mark Hyman explains what "diabesity" is, outlines the 
underlying causes that drive the problem, and provides a personalized, 4-step plan to help you 
overcome diabesity. 
 
 
VIII.  Economy/Business 
 
Greater Boston, L 08/06/13, 7pm, 30 min. 
Globe Sale - Following news over the weekend that Red Sox owner John Henry is purchasing the 
Boston Globe, Emily discusses the three big looming questions with Dan Kennedy: how will Henry 
improve revenues; will Globe sell its Morrissey Blvd property; and how will this affect Boston’s 
economy? 



 
Moyers & Co., N 08/18/13, 12am, 60 min.  
Economic equality advocates Rachel LaForest, executive director of Right to the City, and Madeline 
Janis, co-founder and national policy director of Los Angeles Alliance for a New Economy, discuss 
with Bill how social action can change both policy and lives. Janis led the fight for a living wage in 
Los Angeles; LaForest fights for fair and affordable housing across the country. Grass roots 
democracy clamors for change.  
 
Moyers & Co., L 09/22/13, 12am, 60 min. 
This week marks both the fifth anniversary of the fiscal meltdown that almost tanked the world 
economy and the second anniversary of Occupy Wall Street, the movement that sparked heightened 
public awareness of income inequality. Yet the crisis is worse than ever - in the first three years of the 
recovery, 95 percent of the economic gains have gone only to the top one percent of Americans. And 
the share of working people in the US who define themselves as lower class is at its highest level in 
four decades. More and more are fighting back. According to Robert Reich, Bill Clinton's Secretary 
of Labor: "The core principle is that we want an economy that works for everyone, not just for a 
small elite. We want equal opportunity, not equality of outcome. We want to make sure that there's 
upward mobility again, in our society and in our economy." Reich joins Moyers & Company to 
discuss a new film, Inequality for All. 
 
 
IX.  Family/Morality/Religion 
 
Greater Boston, L 09/24/13 7pm, 30 min.  
Cultural Change in the Catholic Church - The Pope is making waves with recent comments about 
abortion and homosexuality. Does this signal a changing tide in the Catholic Church?  
 
Buddha, N 07/23/13 8pm, 60 min.  
This program explores the life of the Buddha. Two and a half millennia ago, a new religion was born 
in northern India, generated from the ideas of a single man, the Buddha, a mysterious Indian sage 
who famously gained enlightenment while he sat under a large, shapely fig tree. The Buddha never 
claimed to be God or his emissary on earth.He said only that he was a human being who, in a world 
of unavoidable pain and suffering, had found a kind of serenity that others could find, too.  
 
Life of Muhammad, N 08/20/13, 8pm, 30 min.  
Rageh Omaar examines the world into which Muhammad was born, his marriage to his first wife, 
Khadijah, as well as his first revelations and the profound impact they had on his life and on the lives 
of those closest to him.  
 
END REPORT 
 


