
Quarterly List of WGBH-TV Programming Providing the Most Significant Treatment of 
Community Issues - WGBH-TV  (October-December 2013) 
 
 
I. Education/Schools/Youth 
 
Smartest Team: Making High School Football Safer, L 10/13/2013, 3pm, 60 min. 
Head injuries in youth and high school football pose daunting challenges, ones that sensational 
media coverage has many parents believing are insurmountable. Add in a culture resistant to change, 
too many coaches still teaching players to block and tackle using their heads, players unwilling to 
report concussions, and a sport in which, despite new laws, new technology and new tests, 
concussion identification and management remains haphazard, and parents are left wondering what 
can be done to improve safety.  
 
Independent Lens, N 10/28/13, 10pm, 60 min. 
“The Graduates” - This mini-series is a journey into the heart of American education. More than a 
survey of contemporary policy challenges, it is an intimate and honest exploration of how students, 
their families and teachers are faring in a stressed public education system, during a politically 
complex climate, and during an unforgiving global economy. This is a story about how Latino 
students are faring in our nation's public education system, but it is also a story about the American 
future.  
 
Greater Boston, L 11/25/13, 7pm, 30 min. 
The GED is changing and many people are scrambling to take the test before the changes take effect. 
We look at why the new version has some people concerned.  
 
II. Housing/Urban Development 
 
Greater Boston, L 10/21/13, 7pm, 30 min. 
Following Caesar's pullout from the Suffolk Downs casino proposal, Adam got reaction from East 
Boston residents about what it means for the casino vote.  
 
Greater Boston, L 12/11/13, 7pm, 30 min. 
After several failed attempts to build a mall along Route 128 in Westwood, a sprawling development 
is finally going up. Does this development project signal a broader economic rebound? 
 
Greater Boston, L 12/16/13, 7pm, 30 min. 
Creating man-made sand dunes is the only legal way for coastal residents to protect their property - 
but sand is becoming more scare and more expensive.  
 
 
III.  Public Safety/Crime/Justice 
 
Greater Boston, L 10/02/13, 7pm, 30 min. 
Some 80 percent of violent crimes take place in Dorchester, Roxbury and Mattapan. While crime 
affects the psyche and reputation of the entire city, it hits the neighborhoods where it happens 



hardest. Now the problem will be in new hands. We look at how the Boston mayoral candidates are 
addressing public safety in their campaigns 
 
Greater Boston, L 11/20/13, 7pm, 30 min. 
Earlier this week 43-year-old Scott Jones strangled his wife, Mei, then slashed the throats of their 
one-year-old twin sons, according to police. While the kind of crime scene discovered in Arlington 
this week is rare, it happens often enough that a term has been coined to describe it: "family 
annihilation", when a member of a family kills everyone else and usually takes his own life. We look 
at other instances of violent crimes within families 
 
Greater Boston, L 12/16/13, 7pm, 30 min. 
We'll talk to Ann Flynn-Dickerson whose father disappeared around the height of Whitey Bulger's 
criminal enterprise. There's no direct link between the two - but she has been corresponding with 
Bulger from behind bars.  
 
IV.  Needs of Special Interest Groups 
 
Greater Boston, L 10/17/13, 7pm, 30 min. 
A new report shows that Massachusetts has only made modest progress in its effort to produce more 
college graduates with the technical skills needed for knowledge-based industries. We also ask about 
the controversy now embroiling Westfield State University President Evan Dobelle.  
 
African Americans: Too Many Rivers to Cross, N 11/26/13, 8pm, 60 min. 
“A More Perfect Union” - After 1968, African Americans set out to build a bright new future on the 
foundation of the civil rights movement's victories, but a growing class disparity threatened to split 
the black community in two. African Americans of all backgrounds came together to support Illinois 
Senator Barack Obama in his historic campaign for the presidency of the United States. When he 
won in 2008, many hoped that America had finally transcended race and racism. By the time of his 
second victory, it was clear that many issues, including true racial equality, remain to be resolved. 
Now we ask: How will African Americans help redefine the United States in the years to come?  
 
The March, N 11/26/13, 9pm, 60 min. 
Witness the compelling and dramatic story of the 1963 March on Washington, where Dr. Martin 
Luther King gave his stirring "I Have a Dream" speech. This watershed event in the Civil Rights 
Movement helped change the face of America. 
 
V. Employment/Unemployment/Poverty 
 
PBS Newshour, N 10/09/13 6pm, 60 min. 
How federal agencies are able to fluctuate their furloughed workforce: The government shutdown 
has touched hundreds of thousands of federal employees, but as the shutdown stretches on, the 
distinction between essential and non-essential has varied depending on agency and need. Jeffrey 
Brown talks to Reid Wilson of The Washington Post and Gregory Korte of USA Today for a broad 
look at the impact. 
 
PBS Newshour, N 10/22/13 6pm, 60 min. 



Economists expect 'messier' jobs report for October after unimpressive September: Employment data 
for the month of September was finally released after being delayed for weeks by the shutdown. The 
numbers reflect a month of disappointing growth with little change in unemployment and fewer jobs 
created than expected. Economic correspondent Paul Solman looks at what it means for the nation's 
economic recovery. 
 
Frontline, N 10/29/13, 10pm, 60 min. 
"The Retirement Gamble" - Ten trillion dollars in Americans' retirement savings are invested in 
large and small accounts managed by banks, brokerages, mutual funds, and insurance companies. 
But whether your IRA or 401K will assure a safe retirement is largely a gamble. Building off 
reporting from the special "Money, Power and Wall Street," FRONTLINE raises troubling questions 
about how America's financial institutions protect our savings. "The Retirement Gamble" reveals 
how fees, self-dealing, and kickbacks bring great profits to Wall Street while imperiling the 
prospects of a secure future for individuals. The film questions who has the consumer's best interests 
in mind and whether there is a better way to manage our retirements.  
 
VI. Environment/Ecology 
 
Greater Boston, L 10/24/13, 7pm, 30 min. 
Heather shares the findings of a new report on the health of our oceans and the human impact that 
could come back to haunt us. 
 
Saving Songbirds, N 11/10/13, 5pm, 60 min.  
Travel from New England to Costa Rica and Jamaica to meet some of the most colorful and melodic 
migratory birds and the people who are dedicated to SAVING SONGBIRDS. Saving Songbirds, a 
NHPTV Windows to the Wild special, introduces viewers to researchers who employ creative means 
to assess the health of bird populations, and grassroots efforts by Vermont school children to help re-
forest the mountains of Costa Rica. 
 
Greater Boston, L 12/11/13, 7pm, 30 min. 
Logan Airport is leading the way when it comes to snowy owl conservation - unlike some NY 
airports, which are simply killing them.  
 
VII.  Medical and Mental Health/Social Services 
 
Greater Boston, L 10/08/13, 7pm, 30 min.  
Adam shows us the locally developed innovations designed to prevent and detect concussions.  
 
Greater Boston, L 12/04/13, 7pm, 30 min.  
Today is the deadline for certified signatures to be delivered to the Secretary of State to secure a 
ballot question that would limit the number of patients who can be assigned to a nurse at one time. 
 
Greater Boston, L 12/05/13, 12am, 90 min. 
An MGH doctor back from the Philippines shares his story of helping survivors of Typhoon Haiyan.  
 
VIII.  Economy/Business 



 
Greater Boston, L 11/05/13, 7pm, 30 min. 
Building #19 is going under. What does this latest bankruptcy tell us about the prominence of online 
shopping, the importance of branding, etc.?  
 
Greater Boston, L 11/26/13, 7pm, 30 min. 
Gaming Commissioner Steve Crosby discusses the latest on casinos coming to Massachusetts.  
 
Greater Boston, L 12/03/13, 7pm, 30 min. 
The MBTA is going to begin late night service on weekends starting next year. We'll look at the pros 
and cons of the change on the city's economy and its nightlife.  
 
 
IX.  Family/Morality/Religion 
 
Greater Boston, L 10/28/13 7pm, 30 min.  
We talk to grief counselors about how the communities of Danvers and Newton are coping after the 
murder of a teacher and a pair of suicides.  
 
Greater Boston, L 10/28/13 7pm, 30 min.  
We kick off our weeklong series, “You’re Not Alone: The Toll on Caretakers,” with a look at the toll 
caring for elderly parents can take on the caregiver.  
 
Greater Boston, L 11/27/13 7pm, 30 min.  
The Psalm book up for auction fetched less than expected - but the church is still happy with the 
outcome.  
 
END REPORT 
 


