
 

 

Description of Programs Providing Most 

Significant Treatment of Community Issues 
 

Program    Day   Time 

 

Eyewitness News This Morning  M-F    7:00-9:00am 

This is a locally produced live news program that presents a mix on news, weather, sports, and issue related 

stories. The issue responsive program segments are usually two minutes in duration, unless otherwise 

noted. 

 

The Catch it Kansas Show  Fridays thru May  11:00pm 

This is a locally produced live sports program that recaps the local sporting events at the High School level. 

 

Eyewitness News at 10:00  Mon-Thur  11:00pm – 11:30pm 

Rebroadcast 

Eyewitness News at 10:00  Mon-Sun  1:30am – 2:00am 

Rebroadcast 

 

KSCW rebroadcasts the M-F 10:00pm News Program produced by KWCH-TV. This is a locally produced 

live news programs that presents a mix on news, weather, sports, and issue related stories. The issue 

responsive program segments are usually two minutes in duration, unless otherwise noted. 

 

First Business   Monday – Friday  4:30am-5:00am 

First Business   Monday – Friday  6:30am-7:00am R 

 

First Business is a nationally syndicated program that previews the day’s news and trading day, digging 

deeper for the real ideas to make their money work. 

 

Public Service    All Days   Any times 

KSCW broadcasts local and national public service announcements of varying lengths throughout its 

broadcast schedule. Some of the announcements are part of campaigns on one subject.  



 

 

Features in Newscasts M-F 7am – 9am 
 

The Doctor Is In – Monday 

A doctor from Wesley Medical or Via Christi answer viewer’s medical questions.  They 

also has advice for keeping healthy between doctors’ visits. 

  

Kids Corner – Monday 

Topical issues affecting kids today.  We talk about everything from violent video games 

to autism. 

  

Wichita Weighs In – Monday 

Getting in shape is  more than just getting on a tread mill We get advice from the experts 

on work-out ideas. 

  

Tasty Tuesday – Tuesday Chef Tony Brueski has tips to help you in the kitchen. He 

answers viewers cooking questions. 

  

Legal Counsel – Wednesday 

Lawyer Charlie O’Hara is here to answer legal questions.   

  

Going Green – Thursday 

Going Green doesn’t have to be hard. We talk to experts about what you can do to be 

more environmentally friendly. 

  

Advice Line - Thursday  

Psychologists offer their advice and answer viewer’s questions. 

 



 

 

KSCW airs public service announcements that address community issues free of charge for various 

nonprofit organizations.   

 

 PSA Organization/Title     Length  # of runs 

900 Ad Council "Tough" :30 324 

901 Fed Citizens Info Center "Wizard" :30 352 

902 Gedenk "Subway Scene" :30 298 

903 Unicef "Child Survival" :20 345 

904 Ad Council/AHRQ "Men In Gowns" :15 209 

905 US Dept of Health/Human Svs "Celebrate" :15 175 

906 Ad Council/Neighbor Works "Phone Call" :30 292 

907 Ad Council/United Way "Live United" :15 158 

910 Ad Council Adoption "Pink Uniform" :30 107 

911 Ad Council Adoption "Fastball" :15 23 

912 Ad Council Adoption "Restaurant" :15 16 

913 Alcoholics Anonymous "I Thought” :20 44 

914 Habitat for Humanity "In Small Towns” :30 115 

915 Wichita Childrens Home "Greatest Gift" :30 124 

953 Boys/Girls Club of KS "College Dreams" :30 268 

960 Fnd for a Better Life "Crosswalk" :30 196 

964 Marines "Pride of the Nation" :30 269 

970 World Wildlife Fund "Beautiful Day USA" :30 271 

976 Ptnshp Drug-Free Am. "The Hood" :30 277 

977 Ptnshp Drug-Free Am. "Joint Man" :30 252 

979 NAB DTV Transition :30 185 

981 NAB DTV Transition :15 119 

987 US Dept Health "Senior Friendly Website" :30 263 

990 Ad Council Child Abuse Preven. "Coffee Shop” :30 187 

991 Ad Council High School Dropout Prev. :30 77 

992 Ad Council Underage Drinking Prev. "Brandon" :30 138 

993 Ad Council Foreclosure Prev. "Dollhouse" :30 252 

994 Ad Council Childhood Asthma "Fish" :30 244 

995 Sunshine Coalition/Freedom of Information Act :30 228 

    

 



 

 

4th Quarter 2008 DTV runs 
Locally produced 30 & 15 second PSAs informing the public on the upcoming DTV 

transition airing on KSCW. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5:00am – 1:00am 513 

5:00pm – 10:35pm 148 

6:00am – 9:00am 125 

1:00am – 5:00am 6 

Total aired 539 



 

 

Free Airtime for Political Candidates 
 
Beginning this week, we will air free airtime segments for candidates running for the 
Senate and U.S. House. There are 7 pkgs total. I have included the script to each along 
with an introduction and tag. Please do not modify or change the scripts without approval 
from myself or Chad. Each one is appox. 90 seconds. They will air in the following 
shows: 
 
5:00 p.m. newscast on KWCH 
9:00 p.m. newscast on FOX  
7:00 a.m. newscast on KSCW the following day 
 
We extended this invitation to all candidates but not everyone replied or accepted. 
Monday the 20th through Thursday the 23th we will feature candidates for the 4th 
Congressional district. The following week, Monday through Wednesday, will be the 
candidates for the United States Senate. Here is the schedule: 
 
Monday, Oct. 20th: Congressional Candidate Donalds Betts (D) 
Tuesday, Oct. 21st: Congressional Candidate Susan Ducey (Reform) 
Wednesday, Oct. 22nd: Congressional Candidate Steven Rosile (Libertarian) 
Thursday, Oct. 23rd: Congressional Candidate Rep. Todd Tiahrt (R) 
 
Monday, October 27th: Senate Candidate Randall Hodgkinson (Libertarian) 
Tuesday, October 28th: Senate Candidate Sen. Pat Roberts (R) 
Wednesday, October 29th: Senate Candidate Jim Slattery (D) 
 



 

 

Public Engagements 

Sunflower Broadcasting, Inc. serves the community by attending various special events where our 

employees emcee, educate, entertain and motivate throughout the year.  Our employees have made special 

appearances to the following organizations. 

 

DATE  ORGANIZATION   EVENT     ATTENDANCE 

October 2008 

10/9 Salina Senior Citizen Center DTV Presentation 40 

10/21 Westar Energy Weather safety talk 40-45 

10/1-4 CKP (Carole Kneeland Project) News Directors conference/seminars  

10/8  Kansas Food Bank Board meeting 12 

10/12-

14 

Kansas Association of Broadcasters Annual Convention + 300 

10/22 Elliott School of Communications Advisory Board meeting 10 

10/23 Goodwill Industries Easter Seals Board meeting 20 

10/28 Wichita Collegiate School Class presentation to three (3) 

different classes 

10 per class 

10/28 Wichita Collegiate Board Board meeting 10 

 

  

 

DATE  ORGANIZATION   EVENT      ATTENDANCE 

November 2008 

11/7 

& 8 

Wichita Collegiate School Board  Strategic Planning Retreat 10 

 

 

 

DATE  ORGANIZATION   EVENT     ATTENDANCE 

December 2008 

12/2/08 Kansas State University – Video News 

Production 

Speaking on getting started in TV 

news 

20 

12/1/08 Haysville Senior Center DTV presentation 20 

12/10 Orchard Park Library DTV presentation 5 

 

 

 



 

 

NON-BROADCASTING ENHANCEMENT 
 

Joan Barrett, President & General Manager 

Elliott School of Communications Advisory Board member 

Kansas State University Miller School Journalism Advisory Board Member 

Kansas Assoc of Broadcasters Board Member 

Carole Kneeland Project for Responsible Television Journalism Chair 

Kansas Food Bank Board Member 

Easter Seals Goodwill Industries Board Member 

Boy Scouts of America Volunteer 

Church of Magdalen Lector/Volunteer 

Collegiate Booster Club Volunteer 

NE Baseball Coach 

MAYB Coach 

Wichita Collegiate School Board of Directors 

 

Laverne E. Goering, Director of Programming & Production 

Harvey County Zoning & Planning Commission, Chairman  

Newton Rotary Club Member 

American Quarter Horse Association Member 

 

Terry Johnson, Account Executive 
Music Theatre of Wichita, Board Member 

Music Theatre of Wichita, Performer's Card Committee, Co-chair 

Music Theatre of Wichita, Standing Ovation Committee 

Wichita State University, Alumni Association member 

Broadcast Professionals of Wichita, member 

 

Kim Setty, Anchor 

Deacon and Sunday School Teacher, Riverside Christian Church 

Girl Scout Leader 

Library Volunteer, McCollom Elementary 

Room Mother, McCollom Elementary 

PTO member, McCollom Elementary 

Cub Scout Den Volunteer 

 

Mark Larson, Meteorologist 

Bel Air Shooting Stars 4-H Club, volunteer 

Risen Savior Lutheran Church Praise Team and Choir member 

Mueller Elementary School Site Council Member and Secretary 

Cub Scout Guide 

Bel Aire Rec. Asst. Baseball Coach 

Stuck Middle School Science Olympiad Coach 

 
Merril Teller, Chief Meteorologist 

Kansas Children’s Miracle Network, Advisory Committee 

AYSO Volunteer Referee 

 

Jeff Gibson, Engineer 

C.E.R.T. 

R.A.C.E.S. Emergency Operations Management volunteer 

Brooks Leadership program  

Northeast Magnet High School JROTC program.  



 

 

 

Melissa Lock, Human Resource Manager 

Bridgeport Missionary Baptist Church, Sunday School Teacher 

 

Ronda Schwab, Sales Assistant 

Parent Teacher Organization, USD 262 

Teacher Appreciation Week Volunteer (Organizer) 

Big Brothers / Sisters Bowling Tournament Volunteer 

WSU Alumni Association / Career Mentor 

Friends University Alumni Supporter 

 

Felicia Rolfe, Reporter 

Wichita Chapter of Links Inc. Member – Community Civic Organization 

Jack & Jill of America Member-Community Civic Organization 

Sunday School teacher- Saint Mark United Methodist Church  

 

Amy J. Wintz, Account Executive 

HCC communications strategic planning board member 

Morgan PTO 

Morgan Head room mother 

Big Brothers and Sisters Reno county volunteer 

HCC Leadership Program Mentor Board Member 

Delta Zeta Alumni Chapter President 

 
Jason Massingil, Photographer 
Young Life Youth Ministry 

 

Casey Lowmiller, Photographer 
American Red Cross Member 

 
Kerri Baker, Sales Manager 

Soroptimist 

DC Chamber Ambassador 

Small group leader, Minneola United Methodist Church 

 

Tracy Crockett, Reporter 

Girl Scout Leader 

 

Joseph E. Miller, Controller 

Botanica, The Wichita Gardens, Trustee Emeriti & Development Committee Chair 

Wichita Arts Council, Emeritus Trustee 

Wichita Kennel Club, Member 

Orpheum Performing Arts Center, Member 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton church, Finance Committee member 

 

James M. Luce, Research Director 

Mental Health Association Compeer Advisory Board 

Outreach and Missions Ministry Team Leader, River Valley Community Church 

Operation Noah Rescue, Team Leader 

 

Chris Durden, Producer & Internship Coordinator 

K-State Career Fair – Manhattan, KS 

KU Career Fair – Lawrence, KS 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNFLOWER BROADCASTING, INC. 

KSCW-TV, WICHITA, KS 

 

FOURTH QUARTER 2008 

 

 

QUARTERLY SIGNIFICANT PROGRAMS REPORT 

 

 

 

Covered the period beginning October 1, 2008 

Ending December 31, 2008 

 

 

Station KSCW is a CW Network affiliate in its service area.  In carrying out its 

responsibilities as a public trustee, the station deals with and is responsive to the principal 

issues arising in its community on a continuing basis.  A variety of specials, public 

service announcements, public affairs programs and broadcasts on matter of concern to 

our community are supplemented, in some cases, with in-community projects.  Our most 

significant programming, which has dealt with current community issues during the 

preceding three-month period, is set forth below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Specific Treatment of Community Issues  

 

News stories carried in the 7am Morning Newscasts and the rebroadcast of the daily 

KWCH 10:00pm newscasts, Monday through Friday, ranging in length of 45 

seconds or more, address community issues.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
COMMUNITY ISSUES 

 

 

Crime – Reports on criminal activity throughout the entire viewing area as well as the 

rest of the country and the world.  Here we are listing just a few of the stories that were 

included in our newscast this quarter. 

 

Community - Connecting with the all members of the community and serving their 

specific and special needs is important in a diverse culture. In Wichita, as in most 

communities, there is a need for the public and private organizations to contribute money, 

time, and services to important issues, organizations, and causes within their community.  

As a public medium, we carry a responsibility to let the community know about 

important causes that are worthy of public support.  

 

Economy - The economy is of major importance to Kansas residents.  Continuing growth 

keeps our employment rate high; new contract acquisitions by the local aircraft 

manufacturers, old businesses leaving town, new businesses coming in, proposed tax 

increases/decreases, and major weather concerns for residences and businesses. All of 

these factors impact the community, and are of ongoing interest and concern for our 

viewing audience.  

 

Education – Coverage of educational issues in the viewing area including the various 

school districts, higher education facilities, and communities. 

 

Environment - Environment issues and concerns are of interest are aired regularly in  

newscasts to keep viewers informed of the latest in  Environmental technology, 

treatments, advisories, etc.   

 

Health & Safety - In Wichita, as in most communities, there is a need for public 

awareness of certain public and personal safety issues, and as a public medium, it is our 

responsibility to help ensure that a message is disseminated.  

 

Politics – Coverage of the issues and decisions by city, county and state government can 

affect them.     
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CRIME Q-4 

 

10/01/08 

7am 

Wichita Police continue to investigate a close call for some officers late Monday night.  The officers were 

investigating a robbery at a liquor store on East 13
th

 and had arrested a suspect.  That's when they heard 

gunfire; no one was hurt but a bullet hit the liquor store a few feet above where the officers were standing.  

The owner of the store was there when it happened.  Police don't think the shooting had anything to do with 

the burglary.  Right now they don't have any suspects. 

 

10/01/08 

10pm 

Wichita police investigate a deadly home robbery.  Officers say two men broke into an apartment in the 

700 block of North Ridge; a woman inside shot one of them.  Both men escaped.  The one who was hit was 

later dropped off at a hospital where he died.  Police believe drugs were being sold out of the apartment.  

Officers later found and arrested the second suspect. 

 

10/02/08 

7am 

Parents of a Lyons teenager aren't happy with the investigation into their daughter's disappearance.  14 year 

old Layla lee returned home Tuesday after missing for several days.  She says two men abducted her from 

this Lyons grocery store and kept her in a basement without food or water.  She says news reports and 

missing person flyers convinced her captors to let her go.  People in Lyons say they're relieved that she's 

back home.  But family friends are fighting back against rumors that Layla's story isn't true.  The lee family 

is upset that police haven't questioned Layla.  But police say they are following up on leads in the case. 

 

10/03/08 

8am 

Authorities in Grant County want you help solving a double-homicide from earlier this year.  Deputies 

found Marcos and Hilda Garcia dead inside their mobile home August 30th.  Investigators are looking for a 

man that looks like this.  They call him a person of interest.  They don't know his name but say he's 

Hispanic; if you have seen him call 1-800-KS-CRIME. 

 

10/03/08 

10pm 

The man who killed a Wichita bar owner is sentenced.  Last summer Teresa Hastings, nicknamed Mama T, 

was killed.  Judge Ben Burgess sentenced 21-year-old Donovan Thompson to just over ten years for her 

death.  Thompson fired a gun into a crowd outside the Halftime Sports Bar killing Hastings and injuring 

one of her employees.  It happened after Hastings tried to keep Thompson and other gang members out of 

her bar.  The sentence falls more years short of the maximum sentence the prosecution and Mama T's 

family asked.  At the sentencing Thompson insisted he was innocent. 

 

10/05/08 

10pm 

Jury selection expected to wrap up this week in the trial of Elgin Robinson.  Prosecutors say he orchestrated 

the murder of 14-year-old Chelsea Brooks.  Investigators believe Robinson hired another man to kill the 

teen to hide the fact that he was the father of her baby.  The Wichita teen was weeks away from giving birth 

when she was killed in  

2006.  Robinson could face the death penalty if convicted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

CRIME Q-4 

 

10/06/08 

7am 

Vandals destroy a part of Wichita history.  The owners of the former Joyland Amusement Park say late last 

week someone spray-painted walls, broke windows and ripped offices to shreds.  Stan and Margaret Nelson 

were relieved to get a call Friday night saying police caught two adults in the act.  The couple wants to 

know why anyone would damage the longtime landmark.  Nelson says he talked with the people police 

arrested but they didn't have much to say for themselves.  The Nelsons do not know how much it will cost 

to fix the damage.  Joyland closed in 2004 after 55 years in business.  Attempts to reopen the park since 

have failed. 

 

10/07/08 

7am 

Wichita police continue to investigate a robbery at an Intrust bank inside the Dillon's store at 37th and 

Woodlawn.    The robbery happened yesterday afternoon; the clerk says a man handed over a note 

demanding money the clerk didn't see a weapon but says the suspect indicated he had a gun. 

 

10/07/08 

10pm 

A Wichita family's been waiting for this man to go to trial for more than two years.  Tomorrow afternoon, 

opening statements begin in the trial of Elgin Robinson.  He's accused of plotting to kill 14-year-old 

Chelsea Brooks who was nine months pregnant and prosecutors say it was Robinson's baby.  Attorneys 

spent the last two and half weeks picking jurors for Robinson's trial.  They've narrowed the pool down to 

42.  Tomorrow they'll pick the final 12 and two alternates.  We'll provide live streaming coverage of the 

trial including a live blog starting tomorrow at www.kwch.com  

 

10/08/08 

7am 

Also this morning opening statements are set to begin in the trial of this man who used to be a debate coach 

at Buhler High School.  Richard Young is accused of molesting a foreign exchange student who was living 

with him.  Attorneys picked a jury yesterday. 

 

10/08/08 

10pm 

Four men testify about a man's past criminal sexual behavior.  Richard young is the former Buhler High 

School debate coach.  He's accused of molesting a foreign exchange student who lived with him last year.  

The boy spent most of the day on the stand.  We want to warn you some of the testimony was graphic.  The 

teen described e-mails he exchanged with Young a shirtless photo Young asked him to send and said his 

host dad fondled him twice.  The defense then spent all afternoon questioning his story, his emotional state 

and why he didn't report Young sooner.  Young's three ex-stepsons testified Young molested them for years 

while their mother was married to Young.  The case resumes Friday. 

 

10/09/08 

7am 

The man accused of beating a woman in the head with a hammer will be back in Sedgwick County next 

week.  Bobby Edwards was arrested in Tulsa Tuesday at his brother's wake.  He's wanted on attempted first 

degree murder charges here in Wichita.  The Sedgwick County Sheriff's office says it plans to go and pick 

up Edwards next week. 
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CRIME Q-4 

 

10/09/08 

10pm 

We're following another developing story tonight, this one from northeast Wichita where police spent much 

of the evening at a stand-off at the corner of Northeast Parkway and Kensington.  It was just one man inside 

his house that had dozens of officers and a swat team here until just recently.  Police say they've been to 

this neighborhood for problems with the man in the past but people living here say this is the first time they 

had seen him get violent.  That happened around 4:30 and shortly after someone called 911.  Police showed 

up here and the man barricaded himself inside his house.  Just before nine, with the help of the swat team 

officers were able to get inside the house and get the man out.  He's been taken to the police department 

where's he's being questioned.  Police believe the only weapon he had inside was the large knife.  I had a 

chance to speak with the man's sister this evening who said he does suffer from bi-polar Schizophrenia 
and is not currently on medication.  She thinks feels that's what caused him to act like he did tonight. 

 

10/10/08 

7am 

One man is in jail after being involved in a stand-off with police last night.  The standoff happened at the 

corner of Parkway and Kensington in Wichita.  Several streets in the neighborhood were shut down, and six 

homes were evacuated.  Police say they've been to the neighborhood in the past for problems with the man.  

But people living there say this is the first time they have seen him get violent.  The man had barricaded 

himself inside by the time police arrived.  The SWAT team was able to get inside, and get the man out.  

The man's sister says he suffers from bi-polar schizophrenia, and is not on medication right now. 

 

10/10/08 

10pm 

Federal prosecutors charge a man from Maize with robbing a bank.  We begin the CrimeWatch in Newton 

where 

police say 27-year-old Travis Klutts robbed the First Bank branch inside the north side Dillons this 

morning.  A police chase into McPherson County followed the robbery-it ended when the suspect flipped 

his truck, took off on foot, and then holed up outside a home near Inman.  Negotiators spent hours trying to 

convince the suspect to surrender.  When that didn't work police used rubber pellets to subdue him and take 

him into custody.  Authorities say Klutts is a suspect in the robbery of a Wichita Walgreens.  And two 

Intrust bank robberies inside Wichita Dillon’s stores.  Charges have yet to be filed in those cases. 

 

10/11/08 

10pm 

Police fire on a vehicle speeding towards them.  Tonight the driver is behind bars.  The crime watch takes 

us to Nickerson where the Reno County Sheriff says the chase began when a man drove off during a traffic 

stop this morning.  The officer chased the suspect to the law enforcement center in Hutch.  That's when 

investigators say the suspect drove down an entrance ramp leading to the county jail.  Officers blocked off 

the top of the ramp and when the suspect put the car in reverse; officers shot at the vehicle, the car came to 

a stop just feet from police.  The driver faces five counts of aggravated assault on a law enforcement 

officer. 

 

10/12/08 

10pm 

Arson investigators are looking into reports someone threw a Molotov cocktail at a Wichita duplex.  

Authorities have no leads in the early morning fire on south Saint Francis.  Flames damaged the attics of 

both units.  The people living there made it out safely.  The fire caused about 60-thousand dollars worth of 

damage. 

 

10/13/08 



 

 

7am 

Arson investigators are looking into a fire at a northeast Wichita apartment complex.  They say someone 

intentionally set a fire on north Woodlawn.  Crews contained the flames to a hallway at the Old English 

Manor apartments no one was hurt.  Firefighters say there is smoke and water damage to a few apartments. 

 

 

CRIME Q-4 

 

10/13/08 

10pm 

Also in the CrimeWatch…do you recognize this belt buckle?  Arkansas City Police would like to know.  

The chief tells us the belt is a key element in a case police are investigating.  But he won't tell us why afraid 

it would taint the investigation.  If you know anything about this belt go to our website at www.kwch.com 

to find out how to contact police. 

 

10/14/08 

7am 

Also in Ark City police say a father planned to poison his baby and he had the chemicals to do it.  Police 

say Milton Squires' wife turned him in.  Squires is charged with criminal threat and is facing a mental 

evaluation. 

 

10/14/08 

10pm 

He testified that his best friend wanted his girlfriend dead.  Today, defense attorneys question a key witness 

in the trial of a man accused of murdering a teenage girl.  Elgin Robinson's charged with capital murder.  

His best friend told jurors Robinson came up with a murder-for-hire plot to kill 14-year-old Chelsea 

Brooks.  But Robinson's attorneys said his friend shouldn't be trusted.  Count on us for complete coverage 

of Elgin Robinson's trial on air and online.  Catch our live streaming video and our reporter's courtroom 

blog while the trial is in session at www.kwch.com  

 

10/15/08 

8am 

Testimony continues today in a Wichita capital murder trial.  Elgin Robinson is accused of planning the 

murder 

of 14-year-old Chelsea Brooks, two years ago.  Prosecutors say she was nine-months pregnant with 

Robinson's child.  Yesterday Defense Attorney's questioned the prosecution's main witness; Robinson's 

friend Everett Gentry.  Gentry said Robinson asked him to help arrange brooks' murder.  The defense said 

Gentry has changed his story from what he originally told police and isn't reliable enough to convict 

Robinson.  One of the defense's arguments was with when Gentry said the plan to kill brooks was made.  

At one point he told them it was the day of her death.  The prosecution says while some details may have 

changed the core elements of Gentry's story have not.  Testimony will resume this morning at 9:30.  Watch 

live video from the courtroom and read our live courtroom blog at www.kwch.com  

 

10/15/08 

10pm 

He pled no contest this week to damaging property, making a criminal threat and battery.  Prosecutors say 

Marcus Johnson drove his car through Wichita City Hall in January.  Security cameras captured the 

incident but the city has yet to release the video.  City councilwoman Sharon Fearey says now that the case 

is over the public deserves to see the video.  Eyewitness news has filed an open records request to get the 

video.  We've yet to get a response.  As for Johnson he'll be sentenced next month. 

 

10/16/08 

7am 

A man is in critical condition after a fight at a south Wichita apartment complex overnight.  The man was 

found in a car leaving the Kingsboro Apartments around 2:45 this morning.  Police were responding to the 

report of several people fighting using bricks and bats as weapons. 

http://www.kwch.com/
http://www.kwch.com/
http://www.kwch.com/


 

 

 

10/16/08 

10pm 

This man now charged in Federal court with robbing three banks.  Prosecutors say surveillance cameras 

caught 27-year-old Travis Klutts.  Klutts was arrested after police say he robbed a Newton bank and led 

them on a chase; the chase ended in his truck flipping over; police say he then holed up inside a house.  

Officers used rubber pellets to get him out. 

 

CRIME Q-4 

 

10/17/08 

7am 

Police say a fight we first told you about yesterday morning that left a 19-year-old man critically hurt 

started with a text message.  Investigators believe all the suspects decided to meet at this apartment 

complex on South Seneca to fight.  The teen was badly hurt with rocks, a baseball bat and knives.  Seven 

people were involved; all in their teens and 20's. 

 

10/17/08 

10pm 

They don't want to get caught but tonight more fugitives are locked up after a warrant sweep.  Sedgwick 

County Deputies and other law enforcement agencies went after criminals who commit family violence 

crimes.  Authorities don't typically focus on these warrants; they spend most of the time going after big 

crime and felony fugitives.  But they say arresting someone who owes child support can make a difference.  

The warrants also lead to other crimes.    Authorities discovered more than 200 marijuana plants growing 

illegally in a home while serving a warrant for child support. 

 

10/18/08 

10pm 

The CrimeWatch takes us to southeast Wichita where police say two people stabbed a man early this 

morning.    Investigators say the victim was walking in the 9-hundred block of South Terrace when two 

men asked for his wallet.  Police say one of the attackers pulled out a knife and stabbed the man in the 

chest.  Bleeding; the man stumbled to a friend's house where police found him.  Paramedics took the victim 

to the hospital in critical condition.  So far there have been no arrests. 

 

10/19/08 

10pm 

Police in Ark City make their first arrest under a new stalking law.  Officers arrested a 50-year-old man 

Friday for stalking a woman in town.  The law was passed earlier this year after the death of Ark City teen 

Jodi Sanderholm by a suspected stalker.  The new law clarifies the definition of stalking and imposes 

stronger penalties for those convicted of the crime. 

 

10/20/08 

10pm 

They hope it will encourage other victims to come forward.  Arkansas City Police use Jodi's law to arrest 

the man a local woman says was stalking her.  Jodi's law is named for Jodi Sanderholm the nineteen year 

old police say was killed by man who was stalking her.  The law created a clearer definition of stalking and 

applies harsher penalties.  Before the law passed, police couldn't take much action against accused stalkers.  

But that has now changed; Ark City's Police Chief said there's one problem with Jodi's law.  Bond for 

anyone arrested is only 2-thousand dollars.  That means the alleged stalker could be bailed out of jail for 

less than 3-hundred dollars. 

 

10/21/08 

7am 

Frustrated that drunk drivers are going free; a small Kansas town decides to do something about it.  This 

month Kechi passed an ordinance that allows the city to prosecute cases that the District Attorney's office 

won't.  They are cases that would normally be prosecuted as a felony like repeat DUI offenses.  The 



 

 

ordinance allows the city attorney to prosecute the cases in municipal court and makes sure repeat 

offenders are being punished.  The Chief is not blaming the District Attorney's office; there can be many 

reasons why the D.A. can't take a case.  He says this just prevents criminals from walking free.  A third 

DUI in Kechi will be a mandatory 90 days in jail. 

 

10/21/08 

10pm 

Hunters in northern Kansas stumble upon a possible crime scene; they found a partial human skeleton 

while hunting in the Republican River basin in Cloud County.  Now the sheriff's department and the KBI 

are investigating.  They’re asking for help hoping someone may know why the human remains are there. 

CRIME Q-4 

 

10/22/08 

10pm 

The mother of this 3-year-old girl is going to prison.  Erica Green was known as Precious Doe for years her 

body was found in Kansas City in 2001 and no-one knew who she was.  New at 10; a judge sentences the 

girl's mother to 25 years in prison.  Michelle Johnson pleaded guilty for her role in the murder and testified 

against her boyfriend Harrell Johnson saying he killed and decapitated the girl.  Johnson was convicted 

earlier this month. 

 

10/23/08 

7am 

Wichita police are investigating another possible case of animal cruelty.  A woman on South Topeka says 

she saw a man open his front door and shoot a dog.  She reported it to the police telling them her cat had 

been shot a couple of days earlier and believes the same man may be responsible. 

 

10/23/08 

10pm 

Watch for continuing coverage tomorrow morning in this Wichita teenager's murder case.  14-year-old 

Chelsea Brooks was nine months pregnant when her boyfriend Elgin Robinson hired someone to kill her.  

A jury convicted Robinson of capital murder yesterday.  Tomorrow jurors will be back in court for the 

sentencing phase they’ll decide whether Robinson should get the death penalty.  Attorneys present 

aggravating and mitigating factors;    aggravators are reasons to impose the death penalty, defense 

attorney’s present mitigators reasons the defendant should get life instead.  If the aggravators outweigh the 

mitigators the sentence must be death but if the scales are tipped the other way jurors must pick life in 

prison.  Check out www.kwch.com for live coverage of the sentencing phase and our reporter's courtroom 

blog. 

 

10/24/08 

7am 

A jury found him guilty of capital murder.  Today arguments get under way in the sentencing phase of 

Elgin Robinson's trial.  Robinson was convicted of planning the murder of 14-year-old Chelsea Brooks.  

Brooks was nine months pregnant with Robinson's child.  Prosecutors said that Robinson hired someone to 

kill her so he could avoid rape charges.  Now Jurors will have to decide if Robinson should get the death 

penalty or life in prison.  Eyewitness News will be in the courtroom for the sentencing phase.  Watch for 

live streaming video and our interactive courtroom blog, both at www.kwch.com  

 

10/24/08 

10pm 

The State Supreme Court upholds the conviction of Gregory Moore.  A jury convicted Moore of killing 

Harvey County Deputy Kurt Ford in 2005.  Ford died during a shootout at Moore's home in Newton.  A 

detective from Hesston was also wounded when authorities responded to a domestic violence call.  Moore 

is serving a life sentence. 

 

10/25/08 

10pm 

http://www.kwch.com/
http://www.kwch.com/


 

 

We continue the CrimeWatch in northeast Wichita where police take a woman into custody after a deadly 

stabbing.    Investigators say a man knocked on his neighbor's door in the 16-hundred block of north 

hydraulic around 3:30 this morning.  He'd been stabbed several times.  Paramedics rushed the man to Saint 

Francis Hospital where he died a short time later.  Police took a 45-year-old woman into custody.  

Investigators say the stabbing may be the result of a domestic disturbance.   

 

10/26/08 

10pm 

We open up the CrimeWatch with the search for the three men involved in the shooting of another man in 

south Wichita last night.  Investigators say the victim pulled into a driveway in the 35-hundred block of 

South Clifton just before eight.  That's where police say three men jumped out of a vehicle and shot the 

victim three times.  The victim was taken to Wesley Medical Center in critical condition.  Police are not 

saying what may have led up to the shooting. 

CRIME Q-4 

 

10/27/08 

7am 

Also in this morning's CrimeWatch...more information is expected today about a deadly weekend stabbing.    

Investigators say a man knocked on his neighbor's door in the 16-hundred block of north hydraulic early 

Saturday morning.  He'd been stabbed several times.  He was taken to a local hospital where he died a short 

time later.  Police took a 45-year-old woman into custody.  Investigators say the stabbing may be the result 

of a domestic fight. 

 

10/27/08 

10pm 

Investigators said they'd prosecute whoever beat a dog to death to the full extent of a law.  New at 10, 

prosecutors do just that.  They say this man; Chris Coultas beat a dog to death with a hammer.  Last week a 

woman told police Coultas killed her 15-pound Pekapoo, a dog that looks like these.  The animal was found 

in a dumpster.  Prosecutors filed charges against Coultas under Magnum's law.  The law makes cruelty to 

animals a felony.  Coultas will be back in court next month. 

 

10/28/08 

7am 

Life in prison or death, that decision will likely go to the jury today in a Wichita capital murder trial.  Last 

week jurors convicted Elgin Robinson of planning the murder of his pregnant girlfriend 4-year-old Chelsea 

Brooks.  Yesterday the defense rested in the penalty phase of Robinson's trial after calling witnesses that 

knew Robinson before his arrest.  That included Robinson's mother, father and grandmother who pleaded 

for jurors to spare his life.  Closing arguments from both sides are set for today.  Watch our live streaming 

video and follow our interactive courtroom blog at www.kwch.com  

 

10/28/08 

10pm 

Scammers targeting seniors through phone calls and letters that’s in our ConsumerWatch Alert tonight.  

Con-artists are trying to get your personal information; by acting like already have some of it.  Callers may 

say they're calling about your stimulus check or your Medicare plan but it's just a way to get more 

information out of you and just a few personal details may be enough information for someone to wipe out 

your bank account. 

 

10/29/08 

7am 

Life in prison not death; that's the sentence for a man... Convicted of planning the murder of his pregnant 

girlfriend.  Jurors convicted Elgin Robinson in the death of 14-year-old Chelsea brooks.  Both Brooks' 

family and Robinson's were in court as the sentence was read yesterday.  Robinson looked on as jurors 

heard the last arguments before deciding his punishment.  Defense attorneys asked jurors to spare his life 

for several reasons including mercy.  It took less than four hours for jurors to decide on life behind bars.  

Robinson will be back in court December 5
th

 when a judge will make the sentence official. 

http://www.kwch.com/


 

 

 

10/29/08 

10pm 

New information about human remains found near Concordia earlier this month.  The Cloud County 

Sheriff’s Department said dental record identified the remains of 17-year-old Nicole Hoard.  The Salina 

teenager was last seen in August 2007.  Hunters found her remains.  Investigators are asking anyone who 

knows anything to call them or the KBI.   

 

10/31/08 

7am 

A hearing is set for Monday on a change of venue request in the trial of a man charged with killing an 85-

year-old Buhler woman.  Lawyers for Marvin Gifford Junior filed a motion this week to move the trial out 

of Reno County and throw out Gifford's statements to police.  Prosecutors say Gifford sexually assaulted, 

then killed Pearl Arthaud in May.  Gifford is also accused of sexually assaulting two other elderly women. 

 

CRIME Q-4 

 

11/02/08 

10pm 

We open the Crimewatch in northeast Wichita where a man is found dead in the middle of the street.  

Officers found him in the 13-hundred block of North Madison around midnight.  Police on the scene said 

the shooting may have had something to do with a party going on nearby.  A short time later a man showed 

up at Wesley Medical Center with a gunshot to the leg.  Detectives interviewed people at the party and the 

second gunshot victim at the hospital.  So far they have not made any arrests and don't know if the shooting 

was gang related. 

 

11/03/08 

7am 

Paramedics rush a man to a Wichita hospital after police say his brother stabbed him.  It happened around 

2:30 Sunday morning in the 8-hundred block of South Hiram.  Police say the two got into a fight and one of 

the brothers stabbed the other.  The victim should be okay.  Officers took his brother into custody. 

 

11/04/08 

8am 

Vandals strike a memorial in Wichita.  Four of the five marble benches were damaged at the Piatt Park 

memorial.  The memorial honors the 30 people killed in 1965 when a tanker crashed into this 

neighborhood.  It took decades and 100 thousand dollars to get the memorial built and those close to the 

project are outraged.  The committee who built the memorial says there is some money left to replace the 

benches. 

 

11/08/08 

10pm 

A judge will decide next month if Justin Thurber is competent to stand trial for capital murder.  Thurber 

was returned to the Cowley County jail Thursday after a mental evaluation at the state hospital in Larned.  

The testing will help determine if Thurber is able to stand trial.  He's accused in the 2-thousand-7 

kidnapping and murder of Ark City teen Jodi Sanderholm.  A competency hearing is scheduled for 

December 16th. 

 

11/09/08 

10pm 

A man goes to Saint Francis Hospital after he's stabbed in west Wichita.  Police say the 30-year-old was 

stabbed during an argument with another man in the 2-hundred block of south Martinson around midnight.  

Detectives questioned a man after the stabbing but released him.  The victim is expected to be okay. 

 

11/10/08 

7am 



 

 

A judge will decide next month if the man accused of killing an Arkansas City teenager is competent to 

stand trial.  Justin Thurber was returned to the Cowley County Jail last Thursday after a mental evaluation 

at a state hospital.    The testing will help determine if Thurber is able to stand trial.  He's accused in the 

2007 kidnapping and murder of ark city teen Jodi Sanderholm. 

 

11/10/08 

10pm 

A nurse at this Salina school is now charged with stealing medication she was supposed to give to students.  

Tami Bradley was arrested last week at Oakdale Elementary.  Prosecutors say the drugs were mostly for 

attention deficit hyperactivity disorder.  The school sent a letter home to parents today saying a substitute 

nurse is now working at the school.  Bradley is charged with 15 counts; she'll make her first appearance in 

court Wednesday. 

 

11/11/08 

7am 

A school bus driver is fired after a police report claims the driver assaulted a student.  A Wichita father told 

police his daughter, who has cerebral palsy, came home with bruises.  The Wichita school district says it's 

working with Durham School Bus Services to investigate; police are investigating as well. 

 

CRIME Q-4 

 

11/11/08 

7am 

This Salina school nurse will be in court Wednesday after she's charged with stealing medication she was 

supposed to give to students.  Tami Bradley was arrested last week at Oakdale Elementary.  Prosecutors say 

the drugs were mostly for attention deficit hyperactivity disorder.  The school sent a letter home to parents 

saying a substitute nurse is now working at the school. 

 

11/12/08 

7am 

A Kansas county commission candidate video-taped stealing his opponent's campaign sign... has officially 

lost his seat.  The Johnson county election website shows John Toplikar lost by a 42 vote margin after 

provisional votes were counted.  In addition to losing the race Toplikar also faces misdemeanor theft 

charges. 

 

11/12/08 

10pm 

New tonight; a Federal Appeals Court upholds the convictions of a Kansas couple for abusing mentally ill 

residents in their group home.  Arlan and Linda Kaufman claimed the court violated their rights and gave 

faulty jury instructions.  But the appeals court disagreed and actually asked the trial court to decide if Linda 

Kauffman should get more time, she was sentenced to 7 years.  The two were convicted in 2006 on dozens 

of charges including forced labor in their group home in Newton. 

 

11/13/08 

7am 

Accused of running down a mother and daughter while drunk; a Wichita man is going to trial.  A judge set 

Gary Hammitt's trial for January.  Hammitt's charged with second degree murder, battery, reckless driving 

and DUI for this scene last month.  Police said he was drunk when he hit Claudia Mijares and her daughter 

Gisele.  Hammitt has had several previous DUI convictions. 

 

11/13/08 

10pm 

Gang-related homicides almost cut in half; it sounds good, but tonight Wichita police and victims' families 

still question if it's enough.  An investigation led police and immigration agents to arrest more than 20 gang 

members illegally living in Wichita.  Neighbors around here say they see a difference.  But many agree that 

alone didn't stop the violence.  Riccardo Harris' son was shot when a gang member thought the young man 



 

 

gave him a threatening look.  Harris says Wichitans need to report gang violence instead of being afraid of 

it.  Wichita police say the city is organizing a large youth summit early next year...hoping it will lower 

violence. 

 

11/14/08 

7am 

A change of venue hearing is set today for the man charged with killing an elderly Buhler woman.  Marvin 

Gifford is charged in the death of 85-year-old Pearl Arthaud.  Gifford's attorney's want his trial moved out 

of Reno County.  They also want Gifford's statements to police thrown out.  Prosecutors said Gifford killed 

Arthaud at a Buhler retirement home back in May.  He's also accused of sexually assaulting two other 

elderly Reno County women. 

 

11/14/08 

10pm 

Life in prison instead of the death penalty.  An accused killer admits he attacked elderly women.  Marvin 

Gifford confessed to assaulting and killing Pearl Arthaud in her home last year.  She lived in a retirement 

community in Buhler.  Gifford described his other crimes in a Reno County courtroom today.  In exchange 

for the plea he won't face the death penalty.  He will however spend the rest of his life in prison.  The 

victims' families say they're satisfied with the outcome.  Gifford apologized to the families and said he 

doesn't expect forgiveness.  As part of the plea deal - Gifford gives up his right to appeal the case. 

 

 

CRIME Q-4 

 

11/15/08 

10pm 

A woman is stabbed in the eye during a fight over an ex-boyfriend.  It happened last night in the 7-hundred 

block of North Hoover.  Wichita Police say a 16-year-old and 20-year-old were arguing when someone ran 

up and stabbed the woman.  The victim was stabbed four times including the eye and neck.  Police are 

looking for the 17-year-old attacker. 

 

11/16/08 

10pm 

Wichita Police look for a red car that officers say hit a man around seven tonight then drove off.  Police say 

the man was trying to cross 47th Street just east of Broadway when he was hit.  Paramedics took the man to 

Saint Francis Hospital.  Police say the suspect car likely has front end damage. 

 

11/17/08 

7am 

It started and ended in a matter of minutes; a chase that left three people dead.  Early Saturday morning a 

state trooper tried to stop a speeding driver near Kellogg and 1-135.  Police say that driver kept going and 

took the 21st street exit.  That's where the speeding car smashed into another car, killing two people inside.   

Police say the speeding driver was killed too.  The entire chase lasted only three minutes.  The highway 

patrol says the trooper did the right thing by pursuing the speeding driver.  Mia Alberson and Peggy King 

were the two women killed in the car that was hit and a passenger in their car was hurt.  The driver who 

caused the crash was 24-year-old Jennifer Stilley.  She was taken to a Wichita hospital where she later died.  

Joseph Batemon was a passenger in Stilley's car was released from the hospital. 

 

11/17/08 

10pm 

Tonight the Kansas Highway Patrol says its trooper followed policy.  That after a chase led to a crash that 

killed three people over the weekend.  Jennifer Stilley was driving the car the trooper was chasing; this was 

the scene after troopers say she hit another vehicle near 21st and Erie.  Stilley was killed two women in the 

other car also died and a third person is in critical condition.  The Highway Patrol said the trooper followed 

policy considering the weather, road and traffic conditions when he decided to pursue a speeding driver 



 

 

who refused to pull over.  Investigators now defend the decision.  Troopers interviewed a passenger in 

Stilley's car but say he has not given them any clues about why she refused to stop. 

 

11/18/08 

7am 

Former Kansas Attorney General Phill Kline will be back in court Friday to answer more questions in the 

case against a Wichita abortion provider.  Kline investigated Doctor George Tiller for violations of the 

state's late-term abortion law.  Tiller's attorneys are trying to get the charges or some evidence thrown out.  

Yesterday they questioned Kline who they say gathered evidence illegally and for political reasons.  Kline 

defended his investigation of tiller as legal; he left office before these 19 charges were filed.  His successor 

Paul Morrison filed misdemeanor charges against tiller.  Morrison is expected to take the stand later this 

week. 

 

11/18/08 

10pm 

The surveillance pictures are good; but Wichita police and the FBI are still looking for this man.  They say 

he robbed a bank this afternoon.  Witnesses told police the robber walked into the Bank of America branch 

at Central and Woodlawn waited in line then handed the teller a note saying this was a robbery.  If you 

know anything call police. 

 

 

 

 

 

CRIME Q-4 

 

11/19/08 

8am 

They know they have a lot of work to do and they're starting with rental properties.  The city of Hutchinson 

formed an advisory committee to look for new laws aimed at landlords.  The city says too many rentals 

aren't kept up on the inside and the outside.  The new laws would include more inspections.  City planners 

believe cleaning up the city's rental properties will also make Hutchinson more attractive to businesses.  

The new laws come from a code book that 14 other Kansas communities have already adopted. 

 

11/19/08 

10pm 

A judge gives a Wichita babysitter the maximum for her crime.  She'll spend more than 19 years in prison 

for killing 19-month-old Andrew Haga while babysitting him last January.  Heidi Dieball did not speak in 

court during her sentencing hearing.  She pleaded guilty to beating her friend's son three times.  Haga's 

mother cried as she confronted Dieball for the first time since the murder.  Prosecutors made a plea deal 

with Dieball after Haga's mother told them she wanted Dieball to admit she killed the boy on purpose. 

 

11/20/08 

10pm 

Wichita police say Crimestoppers tips helped them solve a hit and run crash…new at 10, they arrested a 

woman 

they said hit a man with her car Sunday night then drove off.  Police say the 54-year-old man from 

Tennessee was trying to cross 47th Street at Broadway.  He was taken to the hospital in serious condition.  

Investigators now tell us the 26-year-old woman was also from Tennessee; turned herself in for the hit and 

run, she's been staying with relatives in Haysville.  She's been booked into the Sedgwick County Jail. 

 

11/21/08 

8am 

Police have arrested a woman they say hit a man with her car Sunday night then drove off.  Police say a 54-

year-old man from Tennessee was trying to cross 47th Street at Broadway when he was hit.  Investigators 



 

 

now say a 26-year-old woman, also from Tennessee, but staying with relatives in Haysville, turned herself 

in for the hit and run. 

 

11/21/08 

10pm 

You see them all over the place this time of year but thanks to thieves there are two fewer Salvation Army 

kettles in Wichita this holiday season.  Police say thieves made off with the kettles and their stands while 

bell ringers changed shifts.  The crooks also stole about 2-hundred dollars from each kettle.  It wasn't an 

easy heist.  Police believe a truck was used to pick up the nearly 80-point stands one from the Dillon’s at 

Central and Rock the other from Towne East.  The Salvation Army worries thieves will setup the kettles to 

trick people.  The group says bell ringers should have a red apron and proper identification. 

 

11/22/08 

10pm 

Wichita Police believe a driver involved in a chase last night may have been drinking.  Police say the driver 

sped off during a traffic stop.  Officers started to chase him and about a minute later he lost control and 

rolled down an embankment near Luther and Washington.  Paramedics took him to Saint Francis hospital 

in critical condition.  Tonight he's been upgraded to fair condition.  The chase comes a week after three 

people died in a car chase involving the Kansas highway patrol.  One of the survivors, Teresa Phillips, 

remains in fair condition at a Wichita hospital.  The investigation into that crash is on-going. 

 

11/23/08 

10pm 

Police in Pratt say they'll release more information tomorrow about a suspicious death.  Officers found a 

woman's body in a home in the 6-hundred block of South High on Saturday while they were investigating a 

burglary.  They aren't saying how the woman died, only calling it suspicious.  An autopsy will be 

performed to determine an exact cause of death. 

CRIME Q-4 

 

11/24/08 

10pm 

It's been almost 20 years since police in Pratt investigated a homicide.  Tonight they want to know who 

killed a woman in her home.  Police found 48-year-old Alesia Dorris-Graham dead over the weekend.  

Investigators say she was brutally attacked.  They say, the attack was not random and they have a number 

of leads.  Police said Dorris-Graham lived alone in her ex-boyfriend's house; police have talked with him 

and say he's not suspect. 

 

11/25/08 

7am 

A Salina daycare's license is suspended after the state says staff used corporal punishment on children.  The 

state claims children were being grabbed and yanked by their arms and threatened.  It also says staff 

members’ force-fed children by holding their mouths open and pouring milk down their throats.  The 

daycare has had no previous complaints.  Owners now have two weeks to ask for a hearing on the issue. 

 

11/25/08 

10pm 

She's in prison for shooting a Wichita abortion provider.  New tonight, with the help of an anti-abortion 

activist, she's asking president bush for a pardon.  Rachelle Shannon shot Doctor George Tiller twice 

outside his Wichita clinic in 1993.  She pleaded guilty to attacks at other abortion clinics around the 

country.  Shannon has 15 years left in prison but, Reverend Michael Bray is asking President Bush to 

pardon her before he leaves office.  He asks for support on his website where he also posted a letter to 

President Bush.  Bray says he's "requesting that you do right and free her."  He goes on to tell the president 

"those who hate you hate God as well. And they hate those who have stood for justice for the womb 

children."  It's the second pardon request Bray has filed for Shannon.  We're told its not likely President 

Bush will even consider it before he leaves office. 

 



 

 

11/26/08 

7am 

A Salina mom says she knows why a daycare's license was suspended.  This week the state pulled Sharing 

and Caring, Inc.'s, license saying staff members used corporal punishment and force-fed children.  Jessica 

Hyatt says she pulled her daughter out of the daycare when one staff member became abusive.  The daycare 

has been licensed since 2000 with no prior complaints.  The daycare has two weeks to request a hearing  

 

11/26/08 

10pm 

Breaking news tonight as violence breaks out in a Wichita neighborhood; emergency crews rush to the 

scene of a shooting and a stabbing on the same street.  It all happened just 45 minutes ago in the 15-

hundred block of East of Waterman, that's southeast of downtown.  2 people are hurt, 16 year old is in 

serious condition, stabbed, an 18 year old in critical, shot.  Both were taken to St. Francis.  911 received 

several calls from people in the area and police are talking with witnesses.   

 

 

11/27/08 

10pm 

We open the CrimeWatch in downtown Wichita where a man is attacked while going to celebrate 

Thanksgiving.  Police say someone hiding in the backseat stabbed the man as he got into his car in the 400-

block of North Emporia this morning.  The victim got away and called 911.  The attacker made off with the 

man's wallet.  Police say the victim suffered cuts to his head and stomach but is expected to be okay.  

Police are still looking for the attacker. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CRIME Q-4 

 

11/29/08 

10pm 

Police say an upset customer stabbed a gas station clerk this morning.  The crime watch takes us 
to northeast Wichita where investigators say the customer attacked the 21-year-old clerk at 
Midway Oil.  That's near 21st and Woodlawn.  Doctors are treating the victim at a Wichita 
hospital; he's expected to recover.  The customer was gone by the time police arrived.  
Investigators want anyone who was in the area around nine-15 and may have seen something to 
contact police. 
 

12/01/08 

10pm 

He was driving drunk when he smashed into a 43-year-old man's car at 80 miles an hour.  This afternoon, a 

judge decides Adam Rhodes is guilty of murder.  Rhodes rear-ended 43-year-old Tio Bolan's car last March 

while Bolan was waiting to make a left turn at Pawnee and Hillside.  Last week, Rhodes pleaded guilty to 

DUI.  In his bench trial this morning, the judge convicted Rhodes of second degree murder instead of the 

other possible charge of manslaughter. 

 

12/02/08  

7am 

A hearing is set for Monday on allegations that Linda Schneider was treated cruelly at the Butler County 

jail.  Schneider is accused of helping her husband run a pill mill at his Haysville clinic.  Schneider's 

attorneys claim she was put in solitary confinement for two weeks for having a hair tie.  Schneider says the 

jail nurse gave her the tie so she could pull her hair back because of an infection on her neck. 

 



 

 

12/02/08 

10pm 

It lasted an hour a 90-mile-an hour chase that ended with one officer in the hospital.  New at 10; police in 

Lawrence, Douglas County Deputies and highway patrol troopers are sorting out what happened.  The 

chase started after a burglary.  Officers put down spike strips but the woman driving the car went into a 

ditch instead running over an officer standing there.  One man witnessed it all; the officer's in stable 

condition.  Police finally arrested the woman after another officer rammed her car with a police cruiser. 

 

12/03/08 

7am 

A Wichita man is charged with first degree murder... For what police call the ninth child homicide in 

Wichita this year.  28 year old Michael Janzen is charged in the beating death of 10-month-old Brooklyn 

Brown.  Police say he was caring for the child while her mother was at work.  The girl's mother is Janzen's 

ex-girlfriend.  Police say the girl suffered multiple skull fractures the result of blunt force trauma.  Janzen 

will be back in court in two weeks. 

 

12/03/08 

10pm 

They tried to stop shoplifters; new tonight...Wichita Police say two Wal-Mart employees ended up tazed.  

Police said the employees saw two women trying to leave the store at Kellogg and Greenwich with stolen 

items this afternoon.  When they tried to stop them one of the thieves pulls out a tazer; the workers weren't 

seriously hurt and they managed to hold on to the women until police arrived.  The thieves were booked 

into jail for theft and battery. 

 

12/04/08 

10pm 

Convicted of killing his pregnant girlfriend; a Wichita man will officially be sentenced tomorrow.  Chelsea 

Brooks was nine months pregnant when Elgin Robinson hired someone to kill her.  In October jurors 

recommended that Robinson is sentenced to life in prison sparing him from the death penalty.  Tomorrow 

morning a judge will official hand down that sentence; the judge must follow the jury's recommendation. 

 

 

 

CRIME Q-4 

 

12/05/08 

7am 

Continuing coverage this morning...about the investigation into these animals; authorities find more pit-bull 

puppies in bad condition.  Tips lead them to a farmhouse in Kay County Oklahoma.  There they found 

more than 100 dogs tied to chains and starving.  Two dogs had to be euthanized because of a serious 

infection.  A vet still has to examine many of them.  As for the owner, he's in jail.  The court raised his 

bond to 250-thousand dollars.  If you'd like to help the pit bulls check out www.kwch.com we've provided 

all the information there. 

 

12/05/08 

10pm 

Emotions erupted this morning at Elgin Robinson's sentencing hearing.  Deputies dragged Robinson's 

mother from the courtroom after her outburst.  Robinson was convicted of having another man kill his 

pregnant girlfriend, 14-year-old Chelsea Brooks.  Several of Brooks' family members and friends had a 

chance to speak in court but Robinson again denied having anything to do with her murder.  Robinson will 

never be eligible for parole.  He is the third and final man sentenced to life in prison for the death of 

Chelsea Brooks. 

 

12/06/08 

10pm 

http://www.kwch.com/


 

 

Wichita police look for three men they say attacked two people during a robbery in west Wichita.  It 

happened around eight last night in the 11-hundred block of West 16th.  Police say a 54-year-old man was 

hit in the head with a metal object.  Paramedics took him to the hospital in critical condition.  A second 

person suffered less serious injuries.  Police aren't sure if the victims knew their attackers. 

 

12/08/08 

7am 

More information expected today on Wichita's 34th homicide of the year; it happened late Friday night in 

the 700-block of South Beverly.  That's where police found a man who was shot several times.  Neighbors 

told police they heard the shots... and saw two men running from the home shortly after.  So far no one has 

been arrested. 

 

12/08/08 

10pm 

Two teenagers are arrested accused of beating and robbing a couple inside their home Friday night.  This 

was the scene near 16th and Salina after police said the teens hit the man and woman on the head with a 

baseball bat.  Neighbors say the area is usually quiet, and would never expect something like this.  Police 

say, the teens stole electronics and cash then drove to a gas station where they ditched some evidence.  

Police say they have them on security video.  Investigators say the victims' son went to high school with 

suspects. 

 

12/09/08 

7am 

She says she's been mistreated in jail but a judge disagrees.  Linda Schneider and her husband Stephen are 

accused of over-prescribing pain medication leading to the deaths of nearly 60 patients.  In a hearing 

yesterday attorneys for Linda Schneider said she needed to put her hair in a pony tail because of a sore on 

her neck.  They say she was given a hair tie by a jail nurse.  But the hair tie was later confiscated... and she 

was sent to solitary confinement because of it.  Both Linda Schneider and her husband go to trial in 

February. 

 

12/09/08 

10pm 

New at 10…Federal prosecutors drop some charges against a man accused of setting his bar on fire.  Part of 

a plea deal admitting he tried to defraud an insurance company.  James Keller managed the Honky Tonk 

Bar in Haysville when a fire broke out back in 2006.  The fire caused more than half a million dollars in 

damages.  Keller pleaded guilty to mail fraud and wire fraud for trying to collect money from the bar's 

insurance company.  He will be sentenced in February. 

 

 

CRIME Q-4 

 

12/10/08 

10pm 

A school nurse loses her job while she's charged with stealing students' medication.  Tami Bradley was 

arrested last month.  Prosecutors say she stole medication she was supposed to give to students.  Tonight 

KSLA Radio tells us Salina school board members voted unanimously to end the district's contract with 

Bradley.  Bradley's charged with 15 counts including child endangerment. 

 

12/11/08 

7am 

The judge in a Salina murder case declares a mistrial.  Jurors failed to reach a verdict in the trial of 

Cameron Nelson.  Prosecutors say Nelson shot Mark Simpson then left him for dead in the middle of a 

street.  Prosecutors say they plan to re-try nelson.  A hearing on that is scheduled for later in the month. 

 

12/11/08 

10pm 



 

 

A preliminary test show whatever was in the suspicious letter sent to Governor Sebelius was not hazardous.  

A staffer at the governor's office at the statehouse opened the letter and discovered the white powder.  The 

Kansas Highway Patrol and health officials will do more tests.  Sebelius is just the latest governor to 

receive a suspicious letter.  Governors in at least all theses state got similar letters; none turned out to be 

dangerous so far. 

 

12/12/08 

7am 

Stop it before it starts; that's the goal behind a 2-year-old law that's just now starting to see some use across 

Kansas.  It targets gang recruitment making it a felony in certain cases.  Sedgwick County has already 

prosecuted one case now Saline County has its first arrest; a teenagers accused of gang initiation. 

 

12/12/08 

10pm 

A CrimeWatch Alert for you tonight as Wichita Police investigates whether two rapes are connected.  The 

attacks happened just blocks apart in south Wichita.  On November 29
th

, police say someone attacked a 

woman as she walked to her car in the 9-hundred block of West 29th.  Police said a man sexually assaulted 

her.  Four days later another woman was attacked as she walked down South Seneca.  Police warn people 

in the area to stay alert and keep an eye out for anything out of the ordinary.  Both victims gave similar 

descriptions of the suspect; a white man around six feet tall weighing about 2-hundred pounds.  He's 

between 25 and forty years old with short dark hair.  If you any information about these cases you're asked 

to contact the Wichita Police. 

 

12/13/08 

10pm 

We open the CrimeWatch... around one this morning near Harry and I-35 in south Wichita.  That's where a 

driver narrowly missed being hit, not by another car but by bullets.  The driver sped off and called police 

from a nearby gas station.  His car was hit at least six times.  One of the bullets shattered a window cutting 

the driver.  Police are looking for the shooter and the suspect vehicle, a late 90's white Chevy Lumina. 

 

12/14/08 

10pm 

An early morning shooting sends a 16-year-old girl to a Wichita hospital.  It happened just before three in 

the 15-hundred block of North Chautauqua.  Police found the girl lying in the middle of the street.  She had 

been shot five times.  The teen's name has not been released.  Police have not made any arrests.  

Investigators are likely to release more information at a briefing tomorrow morning. 

 

 

 

 

 

CRIME Q-4 

 

12/15/08 

7am 

A hearing is set for Tuesday in Cowley County to determine if Justin Thurber is competent to stand trial.  

Thurber is charged with capital murder in the death of Jodi Sanderholm.  A judge put the case on hold 

pending a new mental evaluation for Thurber.  If Thurber is found competent jury selection would begin 

next month. 

 

12/15/08 

10pm 

Shots fired through a Wichita house.  And no one inside noticed until the next day.  It happened Saturday 

night at a home in the 26-hundred block of North Minnesota.  A seven year old girl inside complained 

about a deep cut on her foot.  Doctors figured out the girl had been shot.  Police say someone fired two 



 

 

rounds into the house.  One bullet went through a wall and into the girl's foot.  She's expected to be okay.  

Police say they're looking for 2 teenage suspects. 

 

12/16/08 

7am 

Testimony could begin today in the trial of a Wichita day care provider charged in the death of a toddler.  

Jessica Cummings is accused of involuntary manslaughter in the death of one year old Kailee Hundley.  

Hundley died in March after police say Cummings left her in a car seat that was too small.  They say the 

straps strangled the child. 

 

12/16/08 

10pm 

Garden City Police are investigating the homicide of a teenage girl.  This 16 year olds body was found in a 

dumpster there this morning.  Julia Quintana was reported missing two days ago.  Police say a tip this 

morning led them to her body.  Detectives say they're following up on several leads.  If you have any 

information on the homicide call the garden city police department. 

 

12/17/08 

7am 

A judge rules Justin Thurber is competent to stand trial in the death of Jodi Sanderholm.  Prosecutors say 

Thurber kidnapped and killed Jodi Sanderholm nearly two years ago.  The judge made his decision after 

listening to Thurber's mental evaluation.  Thurber is scheduled to be back in court in two weeks.  Jury 

selection is scheduled to start at the end of January. 

 

12/17/08 

10pm 

This man is now charged with 70 counts of animal cruelty; Prosecutors say Jerry Southern from Wichita 

owned more than one hundred dogs across the border in Oklahoma.  Authorities found the Pit bulls cold, 

starving and chained-up.  They say most of the dogs will not be adoptable because they're becoming 

aggressive.  Southern's in jail in Kay County Oklahoma; prosecutors filed charges based on how many 

animals died or were badly malnourished. 

 

12/18/08 

7am 

Wichita Police are looking for the man who beat a pregnant woman with a baseball bat.  Investigators say 

the man approached the 23-year-old woman as she walked her dog near 21st and Amidon on Tuesday 

night.  Police said he demanded money; when he found out she didn't have any police say he forced her 

back into her apartment to look for money; then attacked her.  The woman is in fair condition and spent 

yesterday at a local hospital.  Her unborn child is also okay. 

 

 

 

 
 

CRIME Q-4 

 

12/19/08 

7am 

Dodge City Police are investigating her death as a homicide.  Now the family of the three year-old girl 

wants answers.  Natalie Pickle died last month.  Her mother says the girl was being cared for by her 

boyfriend at the time.  She says he told doctors Natalie fell off the bed.  But the girl's mother says the 

doctors disagreed.  Authorities will not say if they have a suspect in the case.  At this time no charges have 

been filed.  Coming up in our next half-hour learn more about Natallie and why her parents said someone 

needs to be held accountable for her death. 

 

12/19/08 



 

 

10pm 

A former Hutchinson man pleads guilty to throwing his wife to her death off a Kansas City balcony.  

Stanley Reimer entered the plea today and was sentenced to life in prison.  Prosecutors say the 52 year old 

Reimer threw his wife Criste from the balcony of their Kansas City apartment in August 2007 because he 

could no longer pay for her medical care.  According to court records, Criste has been in poor health for 

years and was partially blind.  She also had no health insurance and her medical bills cost 700 to 800 

dollars a week. 

 

12/20/08 

10pm 

Now the latest on a story we told you about last night at ten; Wichita Police arrest a mother after her car is 

stolen with her child inside.  Someone stole the car around 8:30pm last night in the 400 block of North 

Clayton.  Police found the car and the child a few blocks to the west.  The child was okay.  Police say the 

woman went inside a friend's home for a few minutes and left the engine running.  She says the child was 

sleeping and she didn't want to wake him.  The mother faces a child endangerment charge.  Police have not 

arrested the car thief. 

 

12/23/08 

7am 

Salina Police make an arrest in a double homicide.  Police say a 21 year old woman killed two people 

living inside this apartment complex.  Their bodies were found during a welfare check back in September. 

 

12/24/08 

10pm 

A Wichita woman and police want your help tonight to find the suspect in an armed robbery.  This is who 

they're looking for.  Police say this woman abducted and robbed a shopper Friday night at gun point as she 

left Wichita's town east mall.  The victim says she was putting gifts in the back of her s-u-v when the 

woman flashed a semi-automatic hand gun and demanded she get in.  The suspect drove them to an ATM 

to withdraw money.  Then took the woman's purse and gifts in the car and left her on a road east of 

Wichita.  She says it could have happened to anyone.  Police say several leads came in after releasing the 

photo.  And here's another look at the suspect.  Police describe her as 20-25 years old... 5-6 with a slender 

build and a fair complexion.  She has long brown hair and an angular face.  If you know anything call 911 

or CrimeStoppers. 

 

12/25/08 

7am 

Two children are taken into protective custody in Wichita after police say their mother tried feeding them 

prescription medicine as candy.  It happened Tuesday in the 15-hundred block of South Waco.  The kids 

are 2 and a 5 years old and are in good condition.  Their mother was taken in for mental evaluation. 

 

12/26/08 

10pm 

An autopsy is finished on a woman found dead Christmas morning in her Hutchinson apartment.  But 

police are not saying how 30-year-old Sabrina Jones died.  Officers found Jones after a phone call they say 

concerned them.    Within hours, they arrested her husband for murder...he is now in the Reno County jail 

on one million dollars bond.  He could face charges as early as Monday.  Jones' three children were not at 

home when she was killed and are now with family members. 

 

CRIME Q-4 

 

12/27/08 

10pm 

A 16-year-old Wichita teen is recovering tonight after police say he was shot outside a nightclub.  The 

CrimeWatch takes us to the 26-hundred block of South Oliver around midnight.  Police say the teen was at 

a private concert at Club Jump Off when he got in a fight.  But the club's owner says she never let the teen 

in because he showed up as the concert was ending.  She says he and some others then started throwing 



 

 

bricks at the door.  When police arrived they told her someone had been shot.  Police are still looking for 

the suspect. 

 

12/28/08 

10pm 

An autopsy shows a woman involved in a deadly high speed chase last month was legally drunk.  The crash 

at 21st and Erie killed Jennifer Stilley.  Tests show Stilley's blood alcohol level was point one-eight; more 

than twice the legal limit.  A trooper tried pulling her over for speeding on I-135 but Stilley didn't stop.  

The chase ended when she crashed into another car at the intersection.  Two women in that car, Mia 

Alberson and Peggy King were killed.   Police have not said how fast Stilley was going at the time of the 

crash.  But the trooper clocked her at 83 miles per hour on the interstate. 

 

12/29/08 

8am 

In this morning's CrimeWatch...we could learn more today about a weekend shooting that left a 16-year-old 

hurt.    Police say the teenager was at a private concert at Club Jump Off late Friday night when he got into 

a fight.  Eyewitness News spoke with the owner of the club; she's said a group of teens were throwing 

bricks at the door.     And when police got there she was told the boy had been shot.  Police are still looking 

for the shooter. 

 

12/29/08 

10pm 

An inmate in police custody simply walks out of the Sedgwick County Courthouse.  And now officers 

across the county are looking for him.  Here's his picture; he's about 5'11, 165 pounds, with brown hair and 

brown eyes, last seen wearing a long sleeved blue shirt and jeans.  Sheriff Bob Hinshaw says he walks with 

a pronounced limp.  The sheriff also says he'll be doing a thorough review of how Kaub managed to escape 

after he's caught.  Kaub was brought in on a deprivation of property charge; the sheriff says he was joy 

riding.  Kaub escaped while Derby officers questioned him about a theft a couple of weeks ago. 

 

12/30/08 

7am 

Charges are filed against the man accused of killing his wife Christmas day.  Stephen Jones is charged with 

1st degree murder.  His wife, Sabrina Jones, was found dead in her Hutchinson apartment.  The Reno 

County District Attorney tells us she was stabbed several times.  Jones was 30 years old and a mother of 

three; none of the children was there at the time.  Jones remains in jail on a million dollars bond.    

 

12/30/08 

10pm 

A dozen sheriff's deputies spend the day looking for this man; tonight, 53-year-old Ronnie Kaub is still on 

the loose.  He just walked out of the Sedgwick County Courthouse.  Wichita Police arrested Kaub earlier 

this week on a joyriding warrant.  Yesterday, Derby Police asked to talk with him about a theft case.  Two 

Derby detectives left Kaub alone in this room for as many as seven minutes.  The interview room is only a 

few feet away from an exit stairwell.  The Sheriff's Department does not have a policy requiring other law 

enforcement agencies to keep an eye on inmates at all times.  The Sheriff Department plans to review 

policy once it catches Kaub.  Eyewitness news has asked for courthouse surveillance video which shows 

Kaub walking out of the building.  So far, we haven't received an official response from the county. 

 

 

 

 

CRIME Q-4 

 

12/31/08 

10pm 

Federal Marshals seize the clinic of a Haysville doctor and his wife.  Prosecutors say Doctor Stephen 

Schneider with the help of his wife over-prescribed medication to patients.  Many of those patients later 



 

 

died.  The Federal Government seized the property citing back taxes and the fact that the building has been 

empty since the Schneiders' arrest a year ago.  Their trial begins in February. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

      
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
      
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY Q-4  

 

10/01/08 

7am 

The lieutenant Governor says he doubts Kansas will reduce the speed limit from 70 to 65.  Mark Parkinson 

was in Wichita yesterday for a public hearing with the Kansas Energy council.  It's considering a 



 

 

recommending that Kansas lower the speed limit on its highways.  Of the eleven people who spoke, eight 

were against it.  Changing the speed limit is only one of 15 policies the energy council is considering. 

 

10/01/08 

10pm 

A break in the disappearance of millionaire adventurer Steve Fossett; police confirm say a hiker found 

Fossett's ID and one thousand dollars in the mountains; about 140 miles from where Fossett took off.  Now, 

a new search will start for any signs of his plane's wreckage.  Fossett vanished a year ago on a solo flight 

over Nevada desert.  He was the first man to fly around the world alone without refueling.  He took off 

from the Salina airport for the record breaking trip. 

 

10/02/08 

10pm 

Investigators say the crash was so severe they doubtful anyone could walk away from it.  Now tonight-it 

appears Steve Fossett didn't.  Late last night crews found the wreckage of his plane in the Sierra Nevada 

Mountains more than a year after the adventurer disappeared.  Late today, 50-searchers and five canine 

teams searching the debris found remains in the wreckage.  Fossett vanished a year ago on a solo flight 

over Nevada desert.  Monday a hiker found Fossett's ID and one thousand dollars cash.  The wreckage was 

just a quarter mile away.  Fossett was the first man to fly around the world alone without refueling.  He 

took off from the Salina airport for the record breaking trip. 

 

10/03/08 

7am 

It appears the search for aviator Steve Fossett is over.  Crews found the wreckage of Fossett's plane late 

Wednesday night in the Sierra Nevada Mountains more than a year after the he disappeared.  And 

yesterday a search of the debris turned up a small piece of bone which will be tested for DNA.  Monday a 

hiker found Fossett's ID and one thousand dollars cash.  The wreckage was just a quarter mile away.  

Fossett was the first man to fly around the world alone without refueling.  He took off from the Salina 

Airport for that record breaking trip. 

 

10/03/08 

10pm 

Investigators are trying to figure out what caused millionaire Steve Fossett's deadly plane crash.  Fossett 

held many aviation records including one he completed with the help of K-State Salina.  Evan Beckman 

worked with Fossett on three world flights including his solo non-stop round-the-world flight in 2005.  

Beckman says he wants Fossett to be remembered for his accomplishments and not the mystery 

surrounding his death.  Beckman worked as a liaison to make sure the students were doing what Fossett and 

his team expected. 

 

10/04/08 

10pm 

The pups, pooches, and hounds were out in packs today celebrating peace and love at Woof-Stock.  The 

event always draws hundreds of pet lovers and of course their pets.  There is live music, games and even a 

best dressed dog contest.  All the money raised goes to help the Kansas Humane Society and its 16 

thousand animals it will help find homes for this year.  Woof-Stock raised 210 thousand dollars by late this 

afternoon. 

 

10/06/08 

7am 

Victims of a DUI accident will be laid to rest today.  Funeral services for Claudia and Gisele Mijares will 

take place at 11:00 this morning.  Gary Hammit is accused of hitting and killing the mother and daughter 

outside of a Wichita school Wednesday.  Police believe he was drunk and speeding. 

 

 

COMMUNITY Q-4  

 



 

 

10/06/08 

10pm 

One Wichita judge calls domestic violence the most significant danger to the community but many don't 

take it seriously; until someone is hurt or killed.  This ceremony tonight remembers the victims of domestic 

violence-and reaffirms the decision some make to leave an abusive relationship.  One survivor shared her 

story and said having people support her made the difference.  Catholic Charities harbor house shelters 

women who've left an abusive relationship.  Find a link through our website at www.kwch.com look under 

Local News. 

 

10/07/08 

7am 

A mother and daughter killed while walking to preschool are laid to rest.  Funeral services for Claudia and 

Gisele Mijares were held on Monday.  Gary Hammit is accused of their murder.  Eyewitness News has 

discovered Hammits previously been arrested for DUI.  That means this crash that killed Claudia and 

Gisele Mijares is his 6th DUI arrest.  Hammitt did serve time for his 5th DUI, but he took a plea agreement 

serving less than a year in prison. 

 

10/07/08 

10pm 

Drivers say it's one of the worst areas in Wichita.  If you drive near I-235 and Zoo Boulevard on your daily 

commute you know traffic can back up.  Now the city may build a new bridge connecting 13th street to 235 

to help traffic flow.  During the busiest times about 3000 cars an hour go through here.  The city has 

studied this area for years trying to come up with a solution.  City councilman Jeff Longwell says finally 

after all this time the answer is clear.  He says building a bridge connecting 13th street to 235 would cut 

down traffic in this area by a third.  The bridge does not impact any homes; that's been a problem with past 

ideas.  The projected cost about 50 million dollars.  Longwell says another benefit of building a bridge like 

this drivers wouldn't have to put up with additional construction while it's going up.  This is not a done 

deal; the city council still needs to approve it.  But before it even comes to them for vote citizens have a 

chance to weigh in.  The city will hold a series of community meetings to see what people think.  The first 

one is tomorrow night.     

 

10/08/08 

7am 

The northwest part of the city is of the fastest growing areas in Wichita.  With that comes more traffic.  

City leaders are looking at whether a new bridge there will help. 

 

10/08/08 

10pm 

The city of Wichita is getting a lot like David Letterman with all the top ten lists we've made.  The latest 

Wichita's Old Town is named one of the best great neighborhoods.  The American Planning Association 

put old town on its top ten.  City officials said it's an example of what can be done with good planning and 

partnerships with businesses.  The American Planning Association recognized city leaders like Mayor Carl 

Brewer and former Mayor Bob Knight for their vision.  This year alone Wichita was named the strongest 

real estate marker in the country, the second best place for jobs and last year it was named the second best 

place to relocate a family. 

 

10/09/08 

10pm 

Underwater searchers find the body of a missing Saline County man.  Mitchell, Mike Likins Junior has 

been missing since early last month.  The investigations lead searchers to the McPherson State fishing 

Lake.  Sonar equipment detected a car in the lake; crews pulled it out this morning.  Likins family said his 

body was inside the vehicle.  Likins body has been sent to Wichita for an autopsy.  Investigators won't say 

if foul play was involved, but do say the night likens disappeared he was involved in a fight. 

 

 

 

http://www.kwch.com/


 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY Q-4  

 

10/10/08 

7am 

If you're hoping to call your Senator Pat Roberts don't use the user friendly phone book to find the number.  

A woman in Wichita whose name is Pat Roberts said the phone book listed her home number as one of the 

Senator's number in the business pages.  She says she answers between four and six calls a day from people 

asking for the senator.  Eyewitness news emailed user friendly twice asking about this; we never got a 

reply. 

 

10/12/08 

10pm 

We could know the fate of the Wichita Greyhound Park this week; possibly tomorrow.  A hearing is 

scheduled for Monday to determine if the park gets to keep its operating license.  The park closed last year 

after voters rejected slot machines in Sedgwick County.  Owner Phil Ruffin says it wasn't feasible to stay 

open without the added revenue.  The state Racing and Gaming Commission says tracks are important to 

the Kansas economy.  The commission says if existing license holders won't operate it will find someone 

who will. 

 

10/13/08 

10pm 

We could know the fate of the Wichita Greyhound Park this week; possibly tomorrow.  A hearing is 

scheduled for Monday to determine if the park gets to keep its operating license.  The park closed last year 

after voters rejected slot machines in Sedgwick County.  Owner Phil Ruffin says it wasn't feasible to stay 

open without the added revenue.  The state Racing and Gaming Commission says tracks are important to 

the Kansas economy.  The commission says if existing license holders won't operate it will find someone 

who will. 

 

10/14/08 

7am 

The racing and gaming commission delay a decision on whether to revoke the Wichita Greyhound Park's 

license until next month.  Last September, the commission told the dog track owners to start racing or lose 

your license.  The park closed last year after Sedgwick County voted down slot machines at the park.  

Owner Phil Ruffin Jr. says he won't operate without slots because the park loses too much money.  Ruffin 

says if the state takes the license he'll continue to pay Sedgwick County rent.  The lease is up in two years 

but one county commissioner says they can't let the building sit that long.  The racing and gaming 

commission will vote November 7th. 

 

10/14/08 

10pm 

Derby will soon start looking for a new Police Chief.  The city council tonight accepted the resignation of 

Jay Reyes.  Reyes took a leave of absence from the job in September; then last week said he was resigning.  

He didn't give a reason-but the separation agreement approved by the council says it was voluntary and no 

adverse employment actions were pending.  Deputy Chief Doug Chambers will continue as interim chief in 

Derby.  The city expects to name a new chief in 4 to six months. 

 

10/15/08 

7am 

Derby will soon start looking for a new Police Chief.  Last night the derby city council accepted the 

resignation of Jay Reyes.  Reyes took a leave of absence from the job in September then last week said he 

was resigning.  He didn't give a reason but the separation agreement approved by the council says it was 

voluntary.  Deputy Chief Doug Chambers will continue as Interim Chief in Derby the city expects to name 

a new chief in 4 to six months. 
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10/16/08 

7am 

Boeing machinists have been on strike for 39 days and the effects of that strike are showing with two big 

announcements from two aviation companies.  GKN Aerospace in Wellington says they are temporarily 

laying off an undisclosed number of workers and cutting hours for nearly everyone else.  It's all because 

most of their work is for Spirit Aerosystems... which does most of its work for Boeing.  Meanwhile Spirit is 

warning of possible layoffs.    Much of the workforce at Spirit has already been cut back to three day 

weeks.  In a note to employees Spirit's president says if the strike continues past the end of the month it 

may also see temporary layoffs and partial plant shutdowns.  A spirit spokesperson says it would only 

happen in pockets of the plant not across the board.  Meanwhile Boeing machinists are set to hold a rally at 

their union headquarters this afternoon. 

 

10/17/08 

8am 

It's only October but Wichita road crews are already preparing for snow.  And the city plans to add more 

workers to keep roads clear.  Next week more than 200 crews will train for this winter weather season.  The 

city says this year it had to increase the emergency snow and ice routes from 18 to 24 to make sure each 

route will be completed during an eight-hour shift. 

 

10/17/08 

10pm 

October is breast cancer awareness month.  People in Topeka are marking the event with an unusual 

display.  A group of local businesses laid 8-hundred bras out across the Kansas River today.  The display is 

designed to raise awareness about the disease.  Organizers say their goal is to get people's attention.  Money 

from the promotion will go to a clinic for low income and uninsured people. 

 

10/18/08 

10pm 

Voters head to the polls in 16 days and Eyewitness News wants you to have all the facts before casting 

your ballot.  To help we will air this week's debate between Senator Pat Roberts and former Congressman 

Jim Slattery in its entirety.  We will broadcast the debate tonight at 11:0pm on KWCH TV 12.  Catch a 

rebroadcast tomorrow at 3:00pm KANSAS CW, channel 33 or cable channel 5. 

 

10/19/08 

10pm 

Authorities closed roads in Reno and Rice Counties due to minor street flooding.  In Reno County, 56th 

avenue is closed near Wilson and Pennington roads.  82nd Avenue is also blocked off near Vaggy Road.  

This is due to a rise in water levels in the cow creek.  It should crest sometime tonight.  There are also 

limited closures in parts of Rice County.  Authorities remind drivers not to go around barricades and to 

avoid high water areas. 

 

10/20/08 

10pm 

The strike is no doubt getting a little old for everybody and as the weather gets chillier it won't be much fun 

standing out here on the picket line.  After Calling off talks last week Boeing has confirmed that a federal 

mediator has requested that talks resume with the Machinists Union.  The union says it was solidarity 

among the strikers that brought the company back to the bargaining table.  Last month the company 



 

 

reported about 30 fewer airplane deliveries because of the strike.  The shutdown is costing the company 

100 million dollars a day which has added up to four and a half billion so far.  Boeing put out a statement 

saying they want to resolve the strike in a way that rewards their employees while they retain their ability to 

compete in a dynamic and challenging market.  For their part the 750 machinists in Wichita and more than 

25 thousand in the Pacific Northwest have been forgoing an average salary of 56-thousand dollars a year 

getting just 150 dollars a week in strike pay.  Boeing machinists say pay is not the issue; the sticking points 

are more job security and a better medical insurance deal. 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY Q-4  

 

10/21/08 

7am 

Inter-Faith Ministries annual Operation Holiday kicks off today and it comes as charities expect to see 

more families asking for help this holiday season.  Because of the turbulent economy charities also expect 

fewer donations.  Inter-faith ministries started preparing for Christmas back in June and it bought non-

perishables; two things it's never done before.  Inter-faith's also changing the way it does distribution this 

year.  To find out how; go to our website at www.kwch.com  

 

10/21/08 

10pm 

The economy only makes the holidays tougher for charities; as we first told you last night Interfaith 

Ministries kicked off its Operation Holiday this morning.  The goal is to raise 290-thousand dollars and to 

help at least 750 more people this year.  The charity said it will have to help people dealing with higher 

food and utility bills. 

 

10/22/08 

7am 

The Wichita city council has approved reconstruction of West Street between Maple and Central.  The 

project will widen the street to five lanes and put in a new drainage system.  The work starts next spring. 

 

10/23/08 

7am 

Boeing and the machinists union meet with a federal mediator today in Washington DC.  Boeing 

machinists have been on strike for more than 46 days.  One of the main sticking points between the two 

sides is job security. 

 

10/23/08 

10pm 

What's the matter with Kansas?  It's a question posed in a best-selling book.  And now, it's been made into a 

documentary.  The premiere kicked off Wichita's Tall Grass Film Festival.  This year, the festival hopes to 

double its audience and bring 10 thousand people to Tallgrass.  There are more than 100 films showing this 

weekend in addition to "What's The Matter with Kansas."Organizers say the big coup is how many film 

entries it received this year more than 500, compared to last year's 300.  They say the secret is to be 

stubborn about their marketing.  To find a list of the films showing at tall grass this weekend, log onto our 

website at www.kwch.com  

 

10/25/08 

10pm 

The Boeing machinist strike enters its 50th day tomorrow and still no deal.  Both sides are meeting in 

Washington DC in hopes of reaching an agreement on a new contract.  The main point of contention 

remains job security.  The union wants a guarantee work won't be out-sourced.  Boeing isn't willing to 

make that guarantee.  A Federal mediator is conducting the new round of talks. 

 

10/28/08 
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10pm 

Plans are changing for Wichita's water walk.  Now city council members have to decide whether to okay 

them.  The new plans call for the entertainment area to be moved closer to the river; developers worry 

about noise near the condos and the city thought an amphitheater and water features would be better near 

the water.  The city also wants to put out a request for proposals on what to do with the boathouse.  The 

council will officially vote on these new plans later this year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY Q-4  

 

10/29/08 

7am 

Plans are changing for Wichita's water walk and city council members have to decide whether to okay 

them.  The new plans call for the entertainment area to be moved closer to the river.  Developers worried 

about noise near the condos and the city thought an amphitheater and water features would be better near 

the water.  The city also wants to put out a request for proposals on what to do with the boathouse.  The 

council will officially vote on these new plans later this year. 

 

10/29/08 

10pm 

Continuing coverage tonight; on a story we were first to bring you last night.  Park City is one of several 

Kansas towns to get money from a class-action lawsuit because of pollution to the drinking water.  The 

town's wells took in the gas additive MTBE after it leaked from gas station tanks.  Park City shut down its 

wells and lost its water rights.  The town's administrator says he joined the lawsuit because he thought it 

had merit.  Park City's never had a report of anyone getting sick because of MTBE.  The town received six-

point-one million dollars.  Dodge City got one million.  And Bel Aire received nearly 93-thousand dollars. 

 

10/30/08 

8am 

Despite a tough economy Cessna is celebrating the expansion of their business.  The company hosted a 

ceremonial ground breaking for their newest plane yesterday.  The Citation Columbus will be built in 

Wichita inside a new 600 thousand square foot building.  It will also mean about one thousand new jobs 

with the company and the potential of about four thousand within the community.  Structural work is 

expected to start on the new plant very soon. 

 

10/30/08 

10pm 

Still smoldering after three days and now police say teenagers started a fire that burned down a Winfield 

playground.  A 17-year-old boy faces an arson charge and two other teens are charged with obstruction 

because of this scene.  Eyewitnesses told police they saw the teens at Island Park Monday.  Investigators 

say, the teens started a small pile on fire but the flames quickly got out of control.  Winfield residents are 

still in disbelief.  The teens are now in the custody of their parents and investigators say they seem to regret 

what happened. 

 

10/31/08 

7am 

Today we should learn who is on the list of finalists to be Wichita's new city manager.  And that list will 

include a familiar face; Bill Buchanan is currently Sedgwick Counties Manager.  We have confirmed that 

he is one of the six people on the short list for the Wichita job.  The complete list should be released this 

afternoon.  Expect the latest as soon as it comes in at www.kwch.com 
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11/02/08 

10pm 

Engines rev up for the annual Toys for Tots motorcycle run.  Bikers brought unwrapped gifts for needy 

children; then rode their bikes from Lawrence Dumont to the Kansas Coliseum.  The event collected more 

than 8-thousand toys.  Toys for Tots are in its 29th year and are hosted by the United States Marines Corps.  

To find out more go to the On-Air links sections of www.kwch.com  

 

11/04/08 

8am 

Two Circuit City stores in Wichita will stay open; despite the electronics giant's plans to close 155 of its 

more than 7-hundred stores across the country.  The company's acting CEO said the move is necessary 

because of the weakened economy.  The affected stores are scheduled to close by the end of the year.  Two 

of them are near Kansas City. 

 

 

COMMUNITY Q-4  

 

11/05/08 

10pm 

A mid-season shake-up in K-state's football program; head coach Ron Prince will no longer be wearing 

Power Cat purple.  This comes after losing 4 of the last 5 open conference games, including to KU.  Prince 

has less than 3 seasons under his belt as K-States head coach.  He'll resign at the end of the season.  Bruce 

will have more on this story later in sports. 

 

11/06/08 

10pm 

Valley Center has a new city administrator and it's a name Wichitans may remember.  We confirmed 

tonight Valley Center has hired George Kolb on an interim basis.  Kolb resigned from the city of Wichita 

last year citing philosophical differences.  Valley Center voted to hire Kolb until a permanent replacement 

if found. 

 

11/07/08 

7am 

The Wichita city council will finish up interviews with candidates for city manager today.  Two candidates 

took questions from the council and public yesterday Bill Buchanan and Floyd Johnson.  A former city and 

county manager Johnson is currently in charge of a community redevelopment project in Riviera Beach, 

Florida.  As the current Sedgwick County manager Buchanan says he knows this community and has 

already established key relationships.  Three other candidates for city manager interviewed on Wednesday.  

Watch the full interviews with all five on our website at www.kwch.com  

 

11/07/08 

10pm 

The Wichita city council met this afternoon without filling the city manager position.  Members talked 

about the five men interviewed for the job this week.  The council will meet again tomorrow in hopes of 

making a decision.  The city manager position has been filled on an interim basis since George Kolb left at 

the start of the year.  You can watch our interviews with the candidates at www.kwch.com 

 

11/09/08 

10pm 

On Saturday the Wichita city council narrowed the list of five candidates for city manager to three.  The 

one Wichitans are probably most familiar with is Bill Buchanan; as Sedgwick County Manager Bill 

Buchanan is closely involved with the new downtown arena.  Buchanan worked with business leaders, the 

city council and others to come up with a way to pay for the arena and decide where it would be built.  He's 

also been critical of the project at times.  This summer Buchanan criticized a plan to create a special tax 

district around the arena that would help pay for street improvements.  Buchanan would like to see the city 

manager take a greater role in helping areas that are struggling financially.  Robert Layton is the city 
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manager in Urbandale, Iowa.  The population of the city has nearly doubled during his 25-years there.  

Urbandale's mayor tells the Des Moines Register Layton's accounting and budgeting skills have put city on 

a sound footing financially.  Members of Urbandale's city council praise Layton's ability to see the big 

picture.  The third candidate is Skip Noe.  He resigned as the City Manager of Corpus Christi, Texas earlier 

this year.  Noe oversaw the completion a 147-square mile wireless network covering the entire city.   He 

told Texas Technology Magazine “Someday cities will view Wi-Fi as a key part of their infrastructure... 

Just like streets or water lines.”  That might explain Noe's excitement over Wichita's continued expansion.  

Improvements     City consultants went back seven years but the council wants to know if the background 

searches can go even further.  They want to know things like why they left previous positions. 

 

11/10/08 

10pm 

Sedgwick County wants to know if it’s legal to charge jail fees.  New at 10 commissioners will vote 

Wednesday whether to send the issue to court.  The county started charging fees in January hoping to cut 

down on inmates being held on municipal charges.  Eight cities including Wichita haven't paid the bills.  To 

see how much your community may owe go to our website www.kwch.com  

 

COMMUNITY Q-4  

 

11/11/08 

10pm 

40 years after he was shot down in Vietnam a Kansas Marine is coming home.  Lance Corporal Kurt 

Laplant was listed as missing in action until this September when DNA tests identified his remains at the 

site where his helicopter went down in 1968.  Military excavation teams also turned up his dog tags.  The 

Laplant family held the service Kurt planned "just in case" before he left for Vietnam.  This time, they're 

going to Arlington Cemetery.  Laplant's sister says his story shows the military will never leave one of its 

own behind and the millions of dollars it takes to find just one man is important. 

 

11/13/08 

10pm 

One strike has ended now Boeing and another union work to avoid a strike like the machinists.  SPEEA 

covers engineers and technical workers.  It's currently in negotiations with Boeing in the Seattle area.  

Boeing says the union and the company still disagree over money issues and will continue talks tomorrow.  

Negotiations will start for Wichita members on Monday.  A local SPEEA representative tells us they have a 

separate contract but still watch how things are handled there. 

 

11/14/08 

7am 

The Kansas Attorney General reaches a deal with Countrywide Financial; to help thousands of 
homeowners facing foreclosure.  The mortgage lender will pay 8-billion dollars in loan and foreclosure 

relief to people in 12 states... including Kansas.  The AG's office said more than one-thousand Kansas 

homeowners will benefit.  As part of the agreement countrywide will modify loans for borrowers so they 

have a chance of keeping their homes.  The agreement will help some 400-thousand homeowners 

nationwide. 

 

11/14/08 

10pm 

Scene of a massive fire two and a half weeks ago; tonight Winfield's Island Park is decked out for the 

holidays.  In the past the isle of lights display surrounded a playground.  Now it surrounds a patch of dirt.  

Teenagers started the fire that destroyed the playground.  This year money raised from the drive-through 

displays will go toward rebuilding the playground.  Winfield's fire chief says the new playground likely 

won't include cut up tire fragments on the ground which he says fueled the all consuming fire. 

 

11/15/08 

10pm 
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More than three-dozen Kansas children have permanent homes tonight.  Hugs and tears filled Exploration 

Place this morning as area families finalized adoptions.  Some waited for years for this day.  Youthville 

sponsored the event as part of National Adoption Day.  For parents it was a quick and easy way to let their 

foster children know they belong.  Thirty-eight children were adopted in just three hours this morning.  

There are more than 850 children in Kansas awaiting adoption 350 of those are in Sedgwick county. 

 

11/16/08 

10pm 

Supporters of gay marriage lined Main Street in Wichita this afternoon.  Dozens of people came out to 

oppose Proposition Eight.  That's the California measure banning gay marriage.  Voters approved the 

measure on Election Day.  Opponents said the measure violates people's civil rights.  Members of Topeka's 

Westboro Baptist Church also protested downtown.  They support banning gay marriage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY Q-4  

 

11/17/08 

7am 

A war of words as members of a Wichita church defends its message to a group of protestors.  Spirit One 

Christian Center posted this message on its sign; saying President-elect Barack Obama a Muslim and his 

election is a sin.    The sign sparked a group of young people to protest the church's Sunday service.  This is 

not the first time Spirit One has sparked debate.  In 2006, the IRS questioned church messages about 

abortion and some that identified political candidates by name.  The IRS does not allow tax-exempt 

churches from getting involved in political campaigns. 

 

11/17/08 

10pm 

Boeing and its Seattle engineers have a tentative agreement… new at 10, Wichita engineers begin their 

negotiations.  SPEEA represents about 700 employees here and their contract expires December 5
th

; it 

covers mostly work on military projects.  SPEEA leaders in Wichita are watching developments in the 

northwest.  Union members there will vote on the offer by mail December 1st is their deadline to turn in 

their ballots. 

 

11/18/08 

10pm 

He was picked to be Wichita's next city manager; but tonight Robert Layton said he's concerned.  That's 

because the mayor and two council members voted against hiring him.  Layton has been the City Manager 

in Urbandale Iowa for 24 years.  He said he loves Wichita and wants the job but has questions for the 

mayor.  Layton says once a contract is negotiated he'd have to give Urbandale 60 days notice. 

 

11/20/08 

10pm 

It's been a week and still no sign of a missing man from South Hutchinson.  Police there say the last place 

Shawn Burditt was seen was at an ATV trail across from Carey Park.  Police and other investigators 

searched miles in this area this week on the water, on land and even with a plane but they've found nothing.  

Burditt's friends and family are concerned because they say Burditt has seizures and gets disoriented.  

Police say they have no reason to think foul play is involved.  If you have know anything call 911. 

 

11/21/08 

7am 



 

 

Wichita police are expected to talk about dashboard cameras for police cars later today.  It comes as 

Wichita's Sunflower Community Action Group keeps up with its push for more dash cams.  Police have 

installed cameras in eight cars so far.  During this meeting last night Sunflower volunteered to help police 

find money to equip all vehicles with the cameras.  Part of the money could come from a grant that the 

state's racial profiling task force has received.  And we'll give you a first-hand look at the dash cams during 

a ride-along with Wichita Police later today during Eyewitness News. 

 

11/21/08 

10pm 

If you're traveling for Thanksgiving we want to help you plan for the trip.  On Monday evening, call our 

Storm Team Twelve Travel hotline.  Tell us where you're headed and we'll tell you what conditions to 

expect along the way.  That's Monday from 4pm to7pm right here on KWCH-TV. 

 
11/22/08 

10pm 

The Kansas Sports Hall of Fame is looking for more members.  Today the hall held a membership drive.  

Back in August the museum was nearly evicted from its location in Old Town.  Businessman Bill Koch 

saved it by donating one-hundred thousand dollars to help the hall pay rent.  Hall of Fame officials also 

hope to get state funding because they consider the museum a state entity. 

 

 

COMMUNITY Q-4  

 

11/23/08 

10pm 

Bill Snyder will return to the sidelines for K-State in 2009.  The reports first surfacing from the Wichita 

Eagle less than an hour ago and Eyewitness Sports has since confirmed that.  Snyder served 17 seasons in 

that same capacity, orchestrating one of the great turn-arounds in college football history leading K-State 

from the bottom of the heap to national power in a matter of years.  He stepped down following the 2005 

season.  Snyder rehire will be formally announced tomorrow morning at 10 am.   

 

11/24/08 

7am 

He retired three years ago; now Kansas State is set to bring back former football coach Bill Snyder.  

Eyewitness News confirmed the university will announce Snyder as the replacement for Ron Prince later 

this morning.  Snyder retired after the 2005 season.  But now we're told Snyder will come out of retirement 

starting with the 2009 season.  When Snyder came to K-State in 1989 he took over what was considered 

one of the worst programs in college football.  He turned it into one of the best, winning 136 games and 

going to 11 bowls.  Snyder is expected to be formally announced as the new coach at 10 this morning.  You 

can watch live streaming video of the announcement on our website at www.kwch.com and Bryan 

Holmgren will have more on the decision ahead in this morning's Sports Wrap. 

 

11/24/08 

10pm 

If you don't get a Christmas card from grandma this year don't just assume she forgot about you.  Her 

holiday wishes may have been hijacked by a mail thief!  Stephanie Cowman is among the victims in Butler 

County.  Both her incoming and outgoing mail has been swiped.  That included a check she was sending to 

the mortgage company and a bill from the electric co-op she never received.  Other neighbors have reported 

similar thefts.  The Butler County Sheriff is investigating.  It's not clear whether the incidents have resulted 

in financial loss or identity theft.  Go to www.kwch.com and click on the link next to this story for 

information on how to protect your mail from thieves. 

 

11/25/08 

8am 

He turned the Kansas State football program around once; now Bill Snyder will try to do it again and he 

says he's ready.  Snyder was officially introduced as the replacement for Ron Prince yesterday.  The move 
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comes three years after Snyder retired from the job.  Snyder says his decision to leave three years ago was a 

"hasty mistake".  He said he was first contacted the week after the Wildcats lost to Missouri.  Snyder says 

he made his final decision Sunday night and just wants to help out.  Snyder hasn't picked his staff yet but 

he'll meet with his team for the first time next Monday afternoon. 

 

11/25/08 

10pm 

Recycle and you can reap rewards.  That's the idea behind a new plan coming to Sedgwick County next 

year.  Waste Connections and a company called recycle-bank announced the program today.  Its curb-side 

recycling like many other programs but here he truck has a scale and weighs what you recycle.  Then 

recycle-bank turns that weight into coupons and gift-cards from dozens of stores.  The program's set to start 

in February and costs about four dollars a month. 

 

11/26/08 

7am 

Kansas law enforcement agencies are stepping up their efforts to catch drunk drivers this holiday season.  

They'll start by tying red ribbons to their vehicles; they stand for each of the hundreds of victims of 

drunken driving accidents each year.  The Wichita Police Department has also planned at least 14 special 

DUI patrols through the month of December.  The holiday season is the time police say the most alcohol-

related accidents occur.  The road, please don't hesitate to call them in. That would be one more person we 

can get off the road.   High school students from Wichita as well as delivery drivers from Papa John's pizza 

will be tying red ribbons on their cars as well. 

 

COMMUNITY Q-4 

 

11/26/08 

10pm 

Charities expect big crowds tomorrow for their Thanksgiving dinners.  The Lord's Diner is preparing turkey 

for more than 5-hundred guests tomorrow.  People say overall, this has been the busiest November since 

they've been open.  The economy may be to blame but their job is to help all of their guests have a happy 

Thanksgiving. 

 

11/27/08 

7am 

Today is Thanksgiving Day and in honor of the holiday all city, county, state and federal government 

offices are closed today.  So are financial institutions.  There is no regular mail delivery and there will be 

no Wichita bus service today. 

 

11/27/08 

10pm 

Volunteers did their part to make sure everyone had a home-cooked meal this Thanksgiving.  Wichita's 

Lord's Diner was ready for more than 500-guests.  And while volunteers don't think that many showed up 

they say those who did made their job worthwhile.  The staff says it's seen an increase in visitors looking 

for a warm meal this month.  But they say tonight was a slow night, possibly because so many other groups 

were serving dinner as well. 

 

11/28/08 

10pm 

If your holiday guests threw their leftovers the garbage disposal there's a good chance you had another 

visitor today.  The day after Thanksgiving is traditionally the busiest day of the year for plumbers.  

Plumbers say don't dump cooking grease, poultry skin, and potato peels down the drain.  Roto Rooter says 

calls increase nearly 50 percent on black Friday.  The entire holiday weekend brings about 20 percent more 

calls than usual. 

 

11/30/08 

10pm 



 

 

You'll see quite a sight in the southwest sky tonight.  This is what Venus and Jupiter look like outside our 

studios in northeast Wichita.  Venus is the brighter of the two planets.  Be sure to check them out tonight or 

tomorrow.  The next time the planets will be this close is 2011.   

 

12/01/08 

10pm 

He said yes; now negotiations begin.  Robert Layton will be Wichita's next City Manager.    Council 

members say they're anxious to start contract talks.  Layton accepted the position this morning after a 

surprise visit to Wichita over the weekend.  He took more than a week to think about it, talking with 

council members about their split vote to bring him here and the city's top issues.  Go to www.kwch.com to 

listen to Layton's entire interview. 

 

12/03/08 

7am 

A Wichita man is a newly minted millionaire.  A 72-year-old retiree bought a lottery ticket at this Wichita 

KC Gas and grocery.  And it happens to be the only winner of a 12-point-2 million dollar Kansas hot lotto 

jackpot.  The store owner says he and his employees sell quite a number of lottery tickets... but still.  If 

you're wondering why we didn't interview the new millionaire he has decided to keep a low profile, at least 

for now. 

 

12/03/08 

10pm 

Continuing coverage tonight from haven where the town wants to be named a neighborhood revitalization 

district.  Now we learn the Reno county commission voted against the idea.  The plan would have given tax 

rebates to anyone who builds in the city or renovates their house or business.  Others towns along K-96 

already have such programs. 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY Q-4 

 

12/04/08 

7am 

The old Wichita club is making a come-back.  The space known for its views of the city...is open again 

under a new name gallery one-nine.  It was recently renovated at the S.C. telecom building downtown.  

Gallery one-nine will also include an art gallery that will be open to the public. 

 

12/04/08 

10pm 

It's now official; plans for a Sumner County casino start over.  Today the racing and gaming commission 

voted to reject Harrah's.  It was a technicality in order to reopen the process after Harrah's pulled out 

because of the economy.  The state will now take new applications from developers; proposals must be 

worth at least 225 million dollars.  The state will publish applications January first and developers will have 

90 days to turn in their plans. 

 

12/05/08 

8am 

They call it a historic opportunity for Kansas.  A new national bio-defense laboratory; the governor and the 

Kansas congressional delegation were all at Kansas State University to announce that the department of 

homeland security awarded the lab to Manhattan.  It will research infectious diseases like foot and mouth 

with the goal of protecting our food supply.  The lab will bring 500 jobs; it won't be open until 2015 but K-

State has facilities to begin research as soon as possible. 

 

12/07/08 

10pm 
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When it comes to Christmas trees; if you want to go green this holiday season-head to a tree lot; a study by 

K-state found real trees are actually better for the environment than artificial ones.  That's because real trees 

can be recycled and clean the air.  The study says fake trees end up in landfills and after years of use can 

release harmful lead dust.  The Windy Knoll Christmas Tree Farm in Derby says it's seen a steady increase 

in customers over the last few years. 

 

12/08/08 

7am 

December 2000 was one of the deadliest months in Wichita history.  Four teenagers were shot and killed 

inside a home on North Erie.  But that crime was overshadowed by the murders of four people a week later 

by the Carr brothers.  Last night family and friends came together to remember the first four.  They died 

eight years ago Sunday.  In addition to remembering the victims; last night's vigil was an effort to raise 

money to pay for headstones on two of the victims graves.  Police arrested two people for the murders.  

Cornelius Oliver is serving a life sentence and Earl Bell was acquitted. 

 

12/08/08 

10pm 

Preparing for winter weather may sound obvious but road crews tell us snow often catches drivers off 

guard.  So tonight K=DOT is trying to stay ahead of the storm.  K-DOT had salt bins ready this morning, 

tonight trucks are gassed up.  Crews are on standby but aren't set to come in at a certain time since it’s hard 

to predict when the roads will get bad.  Public Affairs Manager, Tom Hein says now it’s a waiting game.  

Hein asks drivers to give themselves more travel time in the morning, slow down and all extra time to stop. 

 

12/09/08 

7am 

The Kansas Department of Transportation says they are ready to respond to today's expected winter 

weather.  They are reminding you to allow extra time for travel.  Get the latest road conditions by calling 

511 or go on-line at www.kwch.com  

 

 

 

COMMUNITY Q-4 

 

12/09/08 

10pm 

A Wichita redevelopment project is on hold.  The city council postponed a vote today after learning about 

financial issues with one of the developers.  Council member Jim Skelton says he had no idea the developer 

for the renaissance square project owed back taxes and had several law suits filed against him.  He says 

when he asked about potential financing issues...city staff told him there were none.  The council gave the 

project initial approval last week.  Tonight Skelton says city staff's research was incomplete.  The council 

will vote on the project next week. 

 

12/10/08 

7am 

Investigators in McPherson County are asking for your help with finding a missing Moundridge teen.  

Police there say Olivia Nichole Stucky hasn't been seen since Monday morning.  They say she left her cell 

phone and ID behind.  They don't know if she's a runaway or something else happened.  Investigators are 

also looking for her black Ford Taurus with Kansas tags 646 AUF.  If you have seen or see Stucky or the 

car call CrimeStoppers at  

1-800-2-4-1 81-18. 

 

12/10/08 

10pm 

Breaking news tonight...new information the case of a missing teenager; investigators say they've found the 

body of 16 year old Olivia Stucky.  They'd been looking for her since she left her Moundridge home 

Monday morning.  She didn't take her purse with her and she left her phone and a note at a friend’s house.  
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Someone spotted the teen's car tonight just over the rice county line.  Investigators tell us Stucky's death is 

undetermined until an autopsy is completed.  Rice County and the KBI are now investigating.  Count on us 

to bring you more information as we get it. 

 

12/11/08 

7am 

The Sedgwick County commission approves a parking plan for Wichita's new downtown arena.  The plan 

includes 24-hundred spaces already surrounding the arena.  The county will pay the city up to 5 million of 

arena sales tax funds for repaving and upgrades.  The county says the parking plan will change again before 

the arena opens in early 2010.  

 

12/11/08 

10pm 

They live on opposite ends of the earth but their worlds collided when disaster struck.  New tonight...they 

have formed a partnership.  Greensburg's Mayor, City Administrator, school Superintendent and Chamber 

of Commerce President are just back from a week in China.  They visited a city in Sichuan Province that 

was reduced to ruins by an earthquake in May.  That disaster happened almost exactly one year after the 

tornado that leveled Greensburg.  The goal of the visit was to share information about rebuilding in an eco-

friendly way and to offer encouragement.   Eighty eight thousand people died in the China quake.  A 

delegation from China plans to visit Greensburg next summer. 

 

12/12/08 

10pm 

Catholic Charities helped more than three-hundred families today; giving them food, clothing and toys.  

The Christmas Sharing Program targets people who receive little government assistance, but still need 

financial help.  Besides what's carted out organizers want families to receive something special from the 

experience.  Catholic Charities coordinates with other local organizations so services aren't duplicated.  

Organizers say that way - they're able to help more people. 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY Q-4 

 

12/13/08 

10pm 

A big celebration for a Wichita original; for 50 years people from all over the world have enjoyed Pizza 

Hut.  The restaurant celebrated its golden anniversary today.  The first pie came out of the oven right here 

in Wichita.  The restaurant opened in 1958 in a small bar near Kellogg and Bluff.  The building was later 

moved to the Wichita State campus. 

 

12/14/08 

10pm 

If you're still not sure if you're ready for the digital transition here's a way to find out.  This week KWCH 

will run a test for viewers in the area highlighted on this map, including Wichita, Hutchinson and Salina.  

Watch Wednesday at the end of our 6pm newscast.  We'll turn off our analog signal for thirty seconds so 

you can see if your TV will work after we're required to turn it off permanently in February.  For technical 

reasons this test won't include western Kansas or the Kansas CW.  Learn how the digital transition affects 

you at www.kwch.com/dt-v or call our D-TV hotline Wednesday night. 

 

12/15/08 

8am 

More than 300 area families got help this weekend.  Catholic Charities provided them food, clothing and 

toys for the holidays.  The Christmas Sharing Program targets people who receive little government 

assistance; but still need financial help.  Organizers say they want families to receive something special 
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from the experience.  Catholic Charities coordinates with other local organizations so services aren't 

duplicated. 

 

12/16/08 

7am 

In Wichita the emergency accident reporting plan is in effect.  If you are in a crash... no one is hurt and 

both cars are drivable.  Exchange information and fill out an accident report form.  You can get those at any 

police substation.  Quik Trip or download one at www.kwch.com  

 

12/16/08 

10pm 

New at ten ....most of the Pit bulls rescued from just over the state line in Oklahoma won't be adoptable.  

The Kay County Sheriff's Department said most of them will have to be put down.  Authorities say at first 

the dogs were so hungry and thirsty they welcomed anyone helping them.  But now, after getting stronger, 

the Sheriff's Department said the dogs are becoming aggressive with handlers and other animals.  More 

than 100 Pit bulls were found at the farm.  The dogs belong to a Wichita man banned from owning dogs in 

Kansas. 

 

12/17/08 

7am 

Hutchinson's smoking ban will stay as is.  The ordinance in Hutchinson has banned smoking in most 

restaurants since 2005.  But one group hoped to expand it to all public and work places.  The city council 

had the option of drafting an ordinance or sending the issue to voters but decided against it.  The issue 

could still come up for a vote if the anti-smoking group gets enough people to sign a petition for a vote. 

 

12/17/08 

10pm 

Both sides agree it's time to stop drunk driving; but one organization disagrees on how law enforcement 

should do that.  The American Beverage Institute says DUI checkpoints are inefficient and catch few drunk 

drivers compared to the manpower police use.  Instead, the organization says police should use saturation 

patrols where officers roam general areas looking for erratic and drunk drivers.  Wichita police use both 

strategies and say the important part is simply doing something to stop drunk driving.  Wichita Police say 

this year; they conducted two dozen DUI checkpoints and saturation patrols.  The Sedgwick County 

Sheriff's Office plans eleven for next year. 

 

 

COMMUNITY Q-4 

 

12/18/08 

10pm 

People in Northeast Wichita and in a nearby town are in the cold and the dark tonight.  We're following a 

developing story of a power outage that stretches from northeast Wichita to Kechi.  Our crews were out 

during the outage and caught it just as power was restored in some parts of the area.  Westar believes the 

problem started when some equipment failed; Westar crews were out quickly.  At first Westar said 22-

hundred customers were affected but now only about 500 are without electricity.  They're in this area 

between 22nd and 29th Street North and between Hillside and Oliver. 

 

12/19/08 

10pm 

If you're not leaving until next week call our travel hotline; Storm Team 12, KFDI and The Wichita Eagle 

will be here answer your questions.  What will the drive be like, what kind of clothes should I bring?  Get 

the answers Monday from 4pm-7pm.  

 

12/20/08 

10pm 
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This holiday season we're showcasing light displays around Kansas.  You can find tonight's display in the 

7-hundred block of west Ash in El Dorado.  Log on to www.kwch.com/lights to join in the fun.  There you 

can send us a photo of your favorite display.  You can also check out others across the state.  Light up the 

holidays on kwch.com  

 

12/21/08 

10pm 

A new study is out on the tornado that destroyed most of the town of Greensburg in May 2007.  The 

tornado had a damage track about a mile wide and was listed as an Ef-5, the strongest there is.  The study 

shows Kansas saw more twisters that night than initially thought--and some were unusually strong.  22 

twisters touched down in Southern and Central Kansas and all were a part of the storm system that 

produced the Greensburg tornado.  11 people died in the Greensburg tornado; researchers now believe it 

will go down as the strongest tornado on record. 

 

12/22/08 

7am 

The Census Bureau releases numbers from The American Community Survey."  Results show minorities 

make up at least half the population in four of Kansas' largest cities.  Whites in Liberal, Dodge City, Kansas 

City, and Garden City are now the minority.  Sixteen of the 18 cities surveyed have become more racially 

diverse since 2000.  The survey also shows Derby, Olathe, and Overland Park made some of the fastest 

gains in minority population.   

 

12/23/08 

7am 

Dodge City is one step closer to rolling the dice; breaking ground on a state-owned casino.  Butler National 

is building Boot Hill Casino in two phases.  The first will include slots and a restaurant; it's expected to be 

done next year.  The whole project should be done in three years and will add gaming tables and a hotel.  

This is the only one of the four state-owned casinos that's on schedule and supporters think it'll help Dodge 

City starting now.  Boot hill casino and resort is projected to make 40 to 60 million dollars a year when it's 

complete. 

 

12/24/08 

10pm 

How far would you go to give a little boy his dog back?  One Wichita woman left this morning for Texas.  

Last Sunday, Lynda Gilder found Bentley in her church parking lot.  Gilder took him in as a stray and had 

him scanned to see if he'd been micro-chipped.  Turned out Bentley's from Houston and belongs to four-

year-old Jonathan Freeman.  The boy's father said Jonathan never doubted he'd get his dog back and gilder 

left today to give Bentley back meeting his family halfway, in Fort Worth, TX.  Gilder and the Freemans 

exchanged Bentley tonight.  They said he'd have never made it home without the microchip the Freemans 

gave him as a puppy. 

 

 

COMMUNITY Q-4 

 

12/25/08 

7am 

A plan to fix overcrowding by converting a women's prison camp in Labette County into a jail will not be 

completed.  Sedgwick County Jail officials say it will cost too much to convert the facility.  They visited 

the minimum security site earlier this month.  The state is closing the prison down. 

 

12/25/08 

10pm 

They're one of the few area restaurants open on Christmas.  But this Newton diner wasn't looking for 

business.  The owner of CJ’s Pancake House served Christmas meals for free today.  Almost 4-hundred 

people came to eat ham, turkey, stuffing, and more.  CJ used to not accept any money for the meal but he's 
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recently found a good use for the donations.  The restaurant ran out of food by one this afternoon.  This is 

the seventh year for the free Christmas meal. 

 

12/26/08 

7am 

They call it the best Christmas present ever.  13 airmen fly back to Wichita on Christmas day.  Jillian 

Jaycowski couldn't hold back the tears when she saw her husband.  He's been gone for six months and 

missed most of her pregnancy.  She's due next month and now he's guaranteed to be here when the baby's 

born.  Although Jaycowski's excited about that right now she's looking forward to waking up next to her 

husband once again.  Other airmen surprised their loved ones but Jaycowski said if she was surprised like 

that the baby may have come early. 

 

12/26/08 

10pm 

The shopping, wrapping, and driving from store to store is over.  Now it's time to enjoy the presents.  Many 

have new flat screen televisions computers and cell phones.  But with so many new gadgets to play with 

you may wonder how to get rid of your old stuff.  Sedgwick County wants to help so you don't put 

electronics in the trash.  Sedgwick County chose January 24
th

 because it's after Christmas and before the 

switch to digital television. 

 

12/2/7/08 

10pm 

A Hutchinson family will start off the new year in a new house.  Interfaith Housing built this home for 

Penny Dodge and her two sons.  They needed somewhere to live because a fire destroyed the house two 

years ago.  Once the house was built community members donated appliances and furniture.  Dodge says 

the home turned out better than she could have imagined.  The Dodge's house is the first one built by 

Interfatih Housing in Reno County.  For information about the program and how you can get involved go to 

the Top Stories section of www.kwch.com  

 

12/28/08 

10pm 

A funeral is scheduled tomorrow for a longtime fixture at the Sedgwick County Courthouse.  Clarence 

Crumble better known as Buddy the shoeshine man died last week.  He ran a shoeshine stand in the 

courthouse lobby for more than 30-years.  Crumble was well-liked by the lawyers, judges... just about 

everyone who did business in the courthouse.  The funeral is tomorrow at Jackson Mortuary on East 13th.  

The service starts at eleven.   

 

12/29/08 

8am 

For years he was a friendly face at the Sedgwick County Courthouse; today friends and family will 

remember Clarence Buddy Crumble.  Crumble died last week, his funeral is set for late this morning.  

Crumble ran a shoeshine stand in the courthouse lobby for more than 30-years.  Crumble was well-liked by 

the lawyers, judges and just about everyone who did business in the courthouse.  The funeral is this 

morning at Eleven at Jackson Mortuary on East 13th. 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY Q-4 

 

12/29/08 

10pm 

People living along this east Wichita neighborhood learn tonight about a new construction project.  Starting 

next week the city will begin widening Oliver Street from Kellogg to Harry it will also add a turn lane.  

Workers began preparing the area today by moving utilities around the project.  The city plans to keep 

traffic moving in and out of businesses but at times will have some driveways blocked.  Business owners 

are concerned; the project on Oliver should last through October. 
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12/30/08 

7am 

A Wilson man is dead after falling through the ice while ice fishing.  It happened at Wilson Lake Saturday 

night.  Curt Menzer and Michael Deutsch were walking back to their car when the ice broke sending both 

men into the water.  Menzer pulled himself out and had to walk for six hours to get help.  Deutsch did not 

survive.  Now his family is remembering him as a man who loved the outdoors and his family.  Services 

are set for Saturday at 11 at the Immanuel Lutheran Church in Wilson.   

 

12/30/08 

10pm 

Thousands of miles away from the violence; in Wichita, people hope the fighting ends soon.  These 

protesters gathered tonight to make sure people know what's going on in Gaza.  Many of them are 

Palestinians and they're either from Gaza or have family there.  They say although it's a long way from 

here...they're constantly thinking about it.  The people protesting say they think the violence will finally end 

when the Palestinians get their own land. 

 

12/31/08 

7am 

Thousands of miles away from the violence, in Wichita, people hope the fighting ends soon.  These 

demonstrators gathered yesterday evening to make sure folks know what's going on in Gaza.  Many of 

them are Palestinians either from Gaza or with family there.  The people protesting say they think the 

violence will finally end when the Palestinians get their own land. 

 

12/31/08 

10pm 

If you couldn't watch the game in person; seeing it on a big screen with fellow fans was the next best thing.  

Because the game was on the NFL Network many Jayhawk faithful packed area sports bars.  We're not 

done with the Hawks 42-21 win just yet, game highlights and post-game interviews later in sports.  And for 

behind the scenes stories and video go to www.kwch.com  

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

    
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

ECONOMY Q-4  

 

10/01/08 

8am 

The credit crisis is making it a challenge for many people to own the American dream.  Still many people 

in Wichita are not shying away from big purchases.  New and used car lots across town say business is 

steady.  But they do say the economic turmoil is changing if and how customers get loans.  The same is 

seen on the housing market.  If you're trying to make a purchase on credit right now experts say good credit 

http://www.kwch.com/


 

 

is key.  They also say forget 100 percent financed loans for first-time buyers.  And they suggest taking time 

to evaluate your financial situation and need. 

 

10/01/08 

10pm 

Eyewitness News received calls saying next week spirit will force members of engineering union SPEEA 

to three day work weeks.  SPEEA says that violates their collective bargaining agreement.  We called spirit; 

they said the SPEEA union representing office staff will go to three day work weeks.  But SPEEA 

engineers will not.  Spirit says it's asked some workers to only work three days so it doesn't have to make 

layoffs during the Boeing strike.  More than ninety percent of Spirit's work is from Boeing. 

 

10/03/08 

10pm 

We asked an economics expert how the bailout impact would spread to Kansas.  Martin Perleen of Wichita 

State says we will not be as affected here in Kansas as the coasts will be.  But it will have some trickle 

down effects -- possibly on the aviation industry.  In a different industry Tim Wooding is already feeling 

the effects.  He runs a mortgage business.  And says his business is down because no one's buying homes, 

because consumer confidence is down. 

 

10/06/08 

10pm 

Boeing says striking machinists are hurting the company.  Today the company's chief executive sent a 

memo to all employees.  It says repeated strikes could cause the nation's aerospace industry to go the way 

of auto makers in Detroit.  It says auto makers damaged themselves by agreeing to job guarantees, along 

with high wages and benefits.  He said Boeing cannot sacrifice long-term competitiveness to end the strike. 

 

10/08/08 

7am 

Despite Wall Street's bad news, Wichita's economy is in good shape and it's only expected to get better.  

Wichita State's Center for Economic Development presented its outlook yesterday.  It anticipates 61 

hundred new jobs will be added to the community within in the next year.  Much of those will be in the 

aviation field... but other areas like health care will also see more jobs.  And with more jobs coming to the 

area Wichita will need a trained workforce.     Economists also say it helps that homes still sell here and 

there are several construction projects going like the new arena. 

 

10/08/08 

10pm 

Another sign that Americans are watching their wallets; retail stores say sales last month were bad.  Here's 

the latest on the economic crisis.  The Dow Jones lost 191 points to close at 9-thousand-256 despite a one-

of-a-kind global financial move.  The Federal Reserve and banks across the world cut interest rates half a 

percent.  Meanwhile insurance giant AIG gets another loan from the Fed; this one for 37-point-8 billion 

dollars.  The company has to put up money as collateral. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ECONOMY Q-4  

 

10/09/08 

7am 

After more than a month on strike Boeing and the machinists union agree to return to the bargaining table.  

Union President Steve Rooney confirmed the two sides will soon resume talks.  A Federal mediator will 

help hammer out the details during the talks.  Machinists walked off the job early September.  They 

rejected a contract offering an 11 percent raise over concerns about job security.  The machinists’ website 



 

 

claims the strike has already cost Boeing 3-point-2 billion dollars.  On Monday, Boeing's Chief Executive 

said the machinists' strike was undermining the company's reputation for reliability.  Boeing starts contract 

negotiations with the engineers union mid November. 

 

10/09/08 

10pm 

A year ago today the Dow Jones hit its all time high at more than 14-thousand points.  Today it's in crisis; 

that's how traders sum up what's happening on Wall Street.  Here's the latest tonight.  The Dow Jones 

dropped 678 points the worst in five years; to close below nine thousand.  This is the seventh straight day 

with losses on Wall Street.  So what's next?  The Treasury Department is considering taking ownership in 

many major U.S. banks.  The White House asks Americans to stay calm.  President Bush invited members 

of the group of 7 industrial countries for a weekend summit. 

 

10/10/08 

10pm 

Are you worried about making your mortgage payment?  Here are the results are of our exclusive 

FactFinder 12 scientific survey.  We asked 740 homeowners nationwide, “Do you worry about being able 

to make your mortgage payments?”  43-percent of you say you are not worry, 27-percent say you worry a 

lot and 29-percent say you're a little concerned.  You can find more results at our website.  Just go to 

www.kwch.com and click on FactFinder 12. 

 

10/11/08 

10pm 

The falling stock market, shrinking retirement accounts.  Americans of all ages are getting a crash-course in 

economics.  That includes these students at Wichita's Truesdell Middle School.  One-hundred 7th and 8th 

graders spent today learning the A-B-C'S of financial planning.  This Money Smart Camp teaches kids 

about credit cards, investments and saving.  Truesdell hopes to host another camp next year. 

 

10/12/08 

10pm 

There are new developments tonight in the Boeing machinists strike.  A message on the union's web site 

says contract talks have resumed.  The machinists and Boeing agreed to sit down with a federal mediator 

last week.  Machinists walked off the job more than month ago when both sides couldn't agree on a new 

contract.  It's not known where the talks are being held.  The web site message says both sides have agreed 

to a media blackout during negotiations. 

 

10/13/08 

8am 

It's not all bad news in the economy; gas prices continue to drop in Wichita.  The cost of unleaded is 

anywhere from 2.61 to 2.57 a gallon, among the lowest prices in the nation.  Right now the cheapest gas 

can be found along the southern tip of Texas, right by the Mexico border.  They are only paying 2.27cents.  

The most expensive gas found was in Alaska, where they are forking over 5.31 a gallon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ECONOMY Q-4  

 

10/13/08 

10pm 

This is the second time both sides met at the table and the second time they left without an agreement.  The 

Federal mediator called the talks off this evening.  In a statement released a couple hours ago, a Boeing 
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spokesman says – quote, “We worked very hard to find solutions, and we are extremely disappointed that 

the talks broke off.”  The statement goes on to say “we want to resolve this strike so employees can return 

to work.”  About 700 Boeing machinists walked off the job here in Wichita more than a month ago joining 

almost 27 thousand others in Oregon and Washington State.  The union rejected Boeing's offer early in 

September members said they were concerned about job security despite an 11 percent raise.  This weekend 

the union and Boeing started their talks with the help of federal mediators.  We spoke with the union 

President in Wichita Steve Rooney tell us the machinists are disappointed they were hopeful these talks 

would be successful.  Instead Rooney said job security is still the issue.  He says Boeing wants to eliminate 

two thousand jobs and replace them with vendors and contractors.  Machinists also put out a statement.  

Read what both sides have to say on our website www.kwch.com  

 

10/14/08 

7am 

Another plane maker is starting to feel the economic pinch.  Cessna says orders for new business jets are 

down.  That's led the airplane maker to ask its parent company to consider offering financing for customers 

who may not otherwise be able to find it.  Despite decreased orders, Cessna says it has no plans to reduce 

development or production. 

 

10/14/08 

10pm 

New tonight; a unit of Koch Industries announces layoffs but they won't happen until next year.  Invista 

makes textiles and chemicals.  It's restructuring its nylon plant in Seaford Delaware and will lay-off 4 to 5-

hundred workers.  A spokesman says the plant will restructure to focus on a part of the business that's been 

more successful. 

 

10/15/08 

10pm 

People aren't taking chances with their money with this economy.  The Kansas Lottery Commission says its 

sales are down 4 percent compared to this time last year.  It blames two things; One, jackpots aren't as big, 

so not as many people play and the economy.  Fewer people are buying tickets and about 50 places that 

sold the tickets closed because of the economy.  Wichita's Heritage Restaurant sells them, and it says it 

hasn't seen a drop in sales.  The Lotto Commission thinks its sales will go back up for the holiday season. 

 

10/16/08 

8am 

New fallout from the on-going strike by Boeing machinists; Wellington's GKN Aerospace says it's 

temporarily laying-off some workers and cutting hours for others.  Spirit Aerosystems warns that if a strike 

continues into November they may also see temporary layoffs. 

 

10/16/08 

10pm 

Retirees are among those most concerned about the economy; banking officials say seniors are asking to 

withdraw their savings from banks.  Other elderly Americans find themselves forced to come out of 

retirement.  This Kansas City woman retired at 67 just three years ago, now she had to go get a job.  If 

you're planning to retire in this economy the AARP recommends looking at your finances carefully.  

Assess how much income you'll have coming in versus how much you'll need depending on your plans 

during retirement.  For example; if you plan to travel and entertain you'll need more money. 

 

 

 

 

 

ECONOMY Q-4  

 

10/17/08 

7am 
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If the strike continues into November Boeing machinists won't be the only ones out of work.  As we first 

told you yesterday Spirit Aerosystems says it may have to start considering a shut down and temporary 

layoffs next month.    That's because most of Spirit's work is for Boeing.  Striking machinists say they don't 

want Spirit employees to be laid off but they say it's one of the effects of the strike.  Striking machinists say 

they support their cause and will stand on the picket line until they get the contract they want. 

 

10/17/08 

10pm 

New home construction reaches its lowest level in 17-years.  Housing starts fell more than six-percent last 

month; much more than the 1-point-6 percent drop experts predicted.  The northeast and west saw the 

steepest declines while the Midwest and South had small increases.  If the current pace continues, there will 

be fewer homes and apartments built this year than at any time since World War II.  

 

10/19/08 

10pm 

Community leaders in Greensburg are confident the economic problems won't hurt the city's rebuilding 

efforts.  City administrator Steve Hewitt says he's talked with local banks that say people with good credit 

can still get loans to build new homes.  However Hewitt admits he doesn't know what will happen as the 

city continues to rebuild after last year's deadly tornado. 

 

10/20/08 

10pm 

From historic highs to the lowest lows in almost a year and a half; wheat prices are falling.  Analysts blame 

the frozen credit markets saying when credit got tight, speculators started selling commodity contracts to 

free-up cash.  The cash price for wheat is now around 5.45 a bushel.  That's down 2-3 dollars from record 

highs earlier this summer. 

 

10/21/08 

7am 

In consumer news this morning...momentum appears to be building for a new economic stimulus package.  

The White House said President Bush is open to some kind of action after Fed Chairman Ben Bernanke 

warned lawmakers that without a boost the economic slump could drag on.  The idea of another stimulus 

package helped the Dow gain more than 400 points yesterday. 

 
10/21/08 

10pm 

We'll learn tomorrow the impact of the machinist strike on Boeing's bottom line; that is when the company 

reports 3rd quarter financial results.  When machinists first walked out 45 days ago-analysts said the strike 

would cost 100 million in lost revenue per day and one cent per share in profit.  Already the company's said 

deliveries dropped in the quarter.  The two sides are headed back to the negotiating table to restart talks 

with a Federal mediator Thursday. 

 

10/22/08 

8am 

Union representatives at Hawker Beechcraft hope to meet with company leaders today about a letter that 

Hawker's CEO sent a letter to workers this week; asking them to plan for the worst but be positioned for the 

best while the company struggles through these tough economic times.  The letter doesn't mention layoffs 

but does say the company may take necessary actions in the coming months.  The union says it wants 

everyone on the same page if anything happens.  Union leaders say mass layoffs would hurt.  They got 

back on the job less than two months ago after a 30 day strike. 

 

 

 

ECONOMY Q-4  

 

10/22/08 



 

 

10pm 

Blame the economy for aviation related layoffs in Wichita.  Textron is cutting 9 percent of employees in its 

financial corporation.  That includes a small number of people at Wichita's Cessna finance office which is 

separate from Cessna Aircraft Company.  A spokesperson for the plane-maker said there are no plans to cut 

jobs there. 

 

10/25/08 

10pm 

Westar customers could soon see their electric rates go up but not as much as first thought.  Westar 

originally proposed a 15-percent increase.  After groups complained Westar agreed to an 11-percent 

increase.  Westar says it needs the extra money to pay for new power plants, wind farms and to repair storm 

damage.  The Kansas Corporation Commission still needs to approve the increase.  A Westar spokesperson 

says a vote will probably happen in January. 

 

10/26/08 

10pm 

Gas prices drop again; the average price for unleaded in Wichita is now 2.17 a gallon.  That's 56-cents 

cheaper than the national average.  Gas has not been this cheap since March of last year.  But you may want 

to fill up now.  This week OPEC announced it will cut oil output by one-and-a-half million barrels a day. 

 

10/27/08 

7am 

Still no deal between Boeing and its 27-thousand striking machinists; talks continue today between both 

sides and a federal mediator.  But the problem continues to be job security.  The union wants a guarantee 

work won't be out-sourced; a guarantee they say Boeing isn't willing to make. 

 

10/27/08 

10pm 

Some would say if you know what layaway is you're showing your age.  Stores resurrect the trend of 

yester-year during a struggling economy.  Local retailers, who offer layaway, predict a 15 to 20 percent 

increase especially during the holiday season.  Some stores already report a spike in layaway numbers.  

Retailers say layaway can keep sales steady because customers are willing to spend more since they do not 

have to pay for it all at once.  Layaway first became popular during the great depression and stuck around 

through the 1970s.  It became a thing of the past during the 80s when people started using more credit 

cards. 

 

10/28/08 

7am 

Meanwhile members of Boeing's engineering union prepare to negotiate a new contract.  Table negotiations 

start today between Boeing and SPEEA but Wichita talks won't start for a few weeks.  The president of 

SPEEA expects negotiations to be difficult.  As talks get underway expect the latest on air and on-line at 

www.kwch.com  

 

10/28/08 

10pm 

Worried about the economy and your money?  Get answers all this week at six then Thursday our panel of 

experts will answer your financial questions in a live online chat-room, log on to www.kwch.com Thursday 

from five to eight. 
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10/29/08 

10pm 

Your driving is getting easier or at least cheaper.  Check this out; gas in the Wichita area is now below 2 

dollars a gallon selling at 1.99 in some places.  Drivers are surprised, gas prices haven't been that low in 

Wichita in at least two years.  Prices are dropping because the demand dropped; experts say most drivers 

assume the lower prices will be short-lived. 

 

10/31/08 

10pm 

Boeing machinists vote on the company's latest contract offer tomorrow.  A yes vote would end the 56-day 

old strike.  The vote takes place Saturday at the Wichita Airport Best Western.  The vote itself goes from 

eleven until two.  Final results are expected around ten-30 tomorrow night; once the votes of 27-thousand 

machinists in Washington State and Oregon are counted.  The contract needs 50-percent plus one to pass.  

If the offer is approved, members can return to work as early as third shift on Sunday. 

 

11/01/08 

10pm 

Contract talks between Boeing and its engineering union in Wichita are scheduled for later this month.  

And talks between SPEEA and Boeing in Washington State are already underway.  On Friday Boeing 

agreed to the union's request for extra sick time.  Both sides still need to discuss wages, vacation time, 

medical plans and retirement and outsourcing is also point of disagreement.  Negotiations for 7-hundred 

Wichita engineers will start November 13th. 

 

11/02/08 

10pm 

So what did the strike cost Boeing?  The full impact won't be known for some time but here are the raw 

numbers.  The strike cost Boeing about 1-hundred million dollars a day.  Boeing stock fell from about 66-

dollars right before the strike to a low of 41-dollars.  It's since recovered part of that loss.  There's also the 

broader impact.  Airlines are still waiting on the 787 Dreamliner which is now even further behind 

schedule.  Parts suppliers all over the country also cut back on work.  Spirit went to a three-day work-week 

and plans to stay on one until January. 

 

11/03/08 

10pm 

They were told to prepare for the worst and tonight workers at one of Wichita's biggest plane-makers get 

the news; the worst may already be here.  Hawker Beechcraft workers found out today the company has to 

cut 5 percent of its workforce; many of those jobs will likely be here in Wichita.  Remember, hawker sent a 

letter to its employees a couple of weeks ago warning them to prepare for the worst because of the 

economy.  Now employees get a new letter telling them of layoffs.  Hawker will cut 5 percent across the 

board; that's about 490 workers, including salaried and hourly.  And it will affect the Hawker plants around 

the globe; Salina, Little Rock Arkansas, Chester England, and Wichita where the majority of Hawker's 

employees are.  I spoke with several hawker employees tonight.  One of them is Sean McVicar; we first 

spoke with him when Hawker went on strike, he had to take care of a fiancé and a baby girl.  He just 

learned about the letter today.  He says there are only 12 people he works closely with.  But he says his 

superior lead him to believe his job is secure.  I also spoke with a man hired in January, he works two jobs 

and he's concerned his job at the mall may become his only job if he's one of the 5 percent.  And I talked 

with an 18 year veteran at Hawker; she says she feels pretty safe though losing some younger co-workers 

means she may have to move from first shift to second to cover for some of those laid off. 

 

11/04/08 

7am 

Workers at another Wichita plane-maker are back to work after almost two months on strike.  Many 

Boeing's machinists went back yesterday.  They approved the company's latest contract offer over the 

weekend.  Workers who haven't return must be back on the production line by November 10th.  
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11/05/08 

10pm 

Also new tonight…the state budget's in trouble so the governor is asking for cuts.  Analysts predict Kansas 

will end up with a 137-million dollar deficit.  The governor wants most agencies to cut 3-percent from their 

budget.  K-12 schools and human services are the exception. 

 

11/06/08 

10pm 

Throughout the U.S. the casino industry's also suffering with layoffs and poor revenue.  So we wanted to 

know if the casino in the works for Sumner County could be in jeopardy.  Harrah's the company planning 

to build there is slowing down and cutting back on other projects.  We asked Mulvane's city administrator 

if he's concerned.  We called Harrah's numerous times to ask about the project and no one called us back.  

Harrah's and the investment group that's working with it are supposed to sign the papers for the casino by 

December 5th. 

 

11/07/08 

7am 

Today hundreds of Hawker Beechcraft employees will spend their last day on the job.  That comes after 

Hawker handed out the first of 320 layoff notices here in Wichita yesterday.  The company warned 

employees in a letter last month to be prepared for the worst but workers say that didn't make it easier.  

Some were mad blaming company executives.  Hawker just released its third quarter earnings which were 

down significantly.  The company blames this summer's machinist strike for much of that. 

 

11/07/08 

10pm 

The state puts off its decision whether to revoke the Wichita Greyhound Park's license for a second time.  

The racing and gambling commission says it will now make a decision within 30 days.  The park closed 

last year after voters rejected slot machines in Sedgwick County.  Owner Phil Ruffin says it wasn't feasible 

to stay open without the added revenue.  The state Racing and Gaming Commission says tracks are 

important to the Kansas economy.  The commission says if existing license holders won't operate it will 

find someone who will. 

 

11/08/08 

10pm 

With aerospace companies laying off workers; now may seem like a strange time for a job fair.  Not so said 

John Pilla of Spirit Aerosystems.  The company held an engineering job fair in Wichita this afternoon; 

Spirit needs up to 90 engineers to work on projects for Gulfstream, Cessna, Airbus and others.  Today's job 

fair was for engineers only.  Pilla says some recently fired Hawker-Beechcraft employees attended the fair. 

 

11/11/08 

10pm 

Homeowners aren't the only ones asking for help; Congress is looking at a package for carmakers out of the 

750-billion dollar bailout.  Here's why, GM is losing 2-billion dollars a month.  Its stock is now down to 

2.92 cents a share.  Ford's is at 1.80 cents.  Analysts say even if just one of the big three carmakers fails 2-

and-a-half million jobs would be lost from car workers to suppliers to dealers. 

 

11/12/08 

7am 

Help is on the way; that's the promise for millions of struggling homeowners.  The Federal Housing 

Finance agency says it will help homeowners by cutting their interest rates, extending the length of the 

mortgage or deferring some payments.  Wichita real estate analysts say it sounds good but the impact here 



 

 

should be small.  The government doesn't know how many homeowners will qualify under the new plan.  

But the head of the FDIC said the plan is not enough. 
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11/13/08 

7am 

They suspected layoffs were coming now Cessna employees know that's true.  The details top this 

morning's AviationWatch...Cessna workers found out the company plans to lay off 500 people here in 

Wichita.  It's asking that people volunteer to leave their jobs hoping it cuts down on involuntary layoffs.  

The law requires workers get a 60-day notice those should go out in the new few weeks. 

 

11/13/08 

10pm 

It's the environmentally friendly alternative to gasoline but ethanol's future may be in jeopardy in this 

economy.  Kansas is one of the top ten ethanol producing states in the country.  But recent downturns in the 

industry, the lay-offs, the bankruptcies, and the failed plants have farmers worried that ethanol may not be a 

reliable paycheck.  Kansas has nearly a dozen ethanol plants across the state.  Go to www.kwch.com for a 

list of them. 

 

11/14/08 

7am 

Layoffs have been a story in Wichita for the last couple weeks; here's a breakdown.  The biggest this week 

was from plane-maker Cessna, 500 people will be getting pink slips there in the coming weeks.  And 

Hawker Beechcraft gave notice to its employees last week.  It laid off 320 workers at its Wichita facilities 

after a drop in third quarter earnings. 

 

11/14/08 

10pm 

Layoffs have left hundreds of Hawker Beechcraft employees without jobs.  But those same workers won't 

go without medical care.  Galichia Hospital says it will provide free urgent and emergency care to former 

Hawker employees.  To qualify people must be un-insured and have their information on file with the 

hospital.  Hawker cut five-percent of its workforce because of the struggling economy.  Even with the 

layoffs Hawker sales abroad don't appear to be hurting.  The company just opened a sales office in Austria 

and expects plane orders in the Middle East to continue to expand. 

 

11/17/08 

10pm 

Mulvane finalizes its agreement to provide emergency services to the nearby town of Belle Plaine.  Lack of 

funding and volunteers forced Belle Plaine to cut its EMS service.  Mulvane agreed to charge Belle Plaine 

120 dollars per call through at least the middle of next year.  In the meantime more than 20 people in Belle 

Plaine are in training to become first responders even though they won't be able to transport patients. 

 

11/18/08 

10pm 

Problems in Detroit have already trickled down to Kansas.  Take what happened to a plant in Pittsburg as 

an example.  That's Superior Industries CEO Steven Borick; His company makes wheels, business is down 

more than 30 percent this year and as the CEO said it's in enough trouble that it had to shut down its 

Pittsburg plant in September.  Just a few days after the closing employers from other Kansas towns went to 

recruit those laid-off workers. 

 

11/19/08 

7am 

http://www.kwch.com/


 

 

Wichita charities hope this year's holiday donations keep up with the need.  Take a look at this.  Yesterday's 

Bread of Life annual Thanksgiving dinner giveaway brought in the largest lines organizers have ever seen; 

more than six thousand people.  Local charities like the Kansas Food Bank said while there are more people 

looking for help donations are down.  The food bank says the need for food is up by more than million 

pounds but donations are down by more than 200-thousand dollars.  To find out how you can help or get 

assistance if you need help look under Top Stories at www.kwch.com  
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11/19/08 

10pm 

Boeing is just the latest in a string of companies laying off employees or cutting back; here's a look, Boeing 

will cut 800 jobs.  Last week Cessna announced 500 people will get layoff notices in the next few weeks.  

And two weeks ago Hawker Beechcraft announced its laying off 320 workers in Wichita.  And that's just 

aviation companies.  Others like Air-Excel will shut down their plant for several weeks because of the 

economy.  The company makes air conditioners for RVs, 120 employees won't be paid from the end of 

November until January 5th.  And a heavy equipment maker Case New Holland will close for all of 

December and part of January, 400 employees will be affected there.  The company makes farm and 

construction equipment. 

 

11/20/08 

7am 

The economy isn't slowing down plans for the casino in Dodge City; it's on schedule to break ground next 

month the president of Boot Hill Gaming tells us part of the casino will open in December of next year.  

Jeff Thorpe said the Dodge City casino isn't facing funding issues because it's smaller.  The Dodge casino 

will cost about 100 million to build.  The Sumner County casino was supposed to cost almost 500 million. 

 

11/20/08 

10pm 

By this time tomorrow 76 Boeing employees in Wichita will learn they're out of a job.  They'll be in the 

first round of 800 layoffs at Boeing to happen within the next year.  Boeing company leaders say they're 

restructuring the plant because they're running out of big projects to work on.  Had Boeing been awarded 

the Air Force tanker deal, officials say many of those jobs could have been saved.  Congressman Todd 

Tiahrt tells us layoffs are never what we want to hear but it's especially difficult as the holidays approach.  

Tiahrt said he's now more resolved to continue fighting for an American made tanker to help keep and 

create more Kansas jobs.  The Air Force said it's waiting for the new administration to re-open bidding on 

the tanker deal. 

 

11/21/08 

7am 

More than 16-hundred layoffs have been announced at three Wichita aircraft manufacturers this month.  

And the effects are being felt by suppliers and machine shops like this one which works for companies like 

Boeing and Spirit.  Wichita State researchers estimate for every local aviation job lost almost three more 

are lost somewhere else.  Machine shop owner Don McGinty says he's been through a slumping aviation 

economy before and he understands layoffs from big manufacturers will affect everyone.  Eyewitness News 

talked with Spirit Aerosystems and Bombardier-Learjet both companies said they don't have any plans for 

layoffs right now. 

 

11/21/08 

10pm 

70-Boeing employees are without a job tonight; the company handed out layoff notices to workers in 

Wichita today.  It's the first of several rounds of layoffs planned over the next few months.  Most of those 

laid off today were salaried engineers.  Boeing plans to cut 8-hundred Wichita jobs between now and the 

end of 2009.  Officials say a lack of work is forcing the company to restructure the Wichita facility. 

 

11/25/08 

http://www.kwch.com/


 

 

7am 

Robert Layton says he needs more time to decide whether he wants the Wichita city manager job.  Layton 

called Mayor Carl Brewer yesterday and said he wouldn't have an answer until after Thanksgiving.  The 

city council offered Layton the job last week on a four-to-three vote.  Layton says the split vote concerns 

him.  He spent last week talking with all of the council members. 

 

 

 

 

 

ECONOMY Q-4 

 

11/25/08 

10pm 

Blame the economy for more layoffs in the Wichita area.  Today we learn the Sherwin Williams plant in 

Andover is cutting 21 jobs.  The employees were notified yesterday; they all worked in the manufacturing 

division and are union members, so they will get a severance package.  Wichita's Sherwin Williams 

Aerospace facility is not affected by these lay-offs. 

 

11/26/08 

7am 

Toys for Tots is just one of many charities needing more help this year.  FactFinder 12 found the Salvation 

Army budgeted for 24-hundred more people who need help, Interfaith Ministries expects at least 750 more 

people.  And the Kansas Food Bank expects its need to jump 30 percent this year.  The food-bank is 

worried because donations are down more than 200-thousand dollars. 

 

11/26/08 

10pm 

Charities expect big crowds tomorrow for their Thanksgiving dinners.  The Lord's Diner is preparing turkey 

for more than 5-hundred guests tomorrow.  People say overall, this has been the busiest November since 

they've been open.  The economy may be to blame but their job is to help all of their guests have a happy 

Thanksgiving. 

 

11/28/08 

10pm 

We saw a much calmer start to the holiday shopping season here in Wichita.  Despite the sagging economy 

and less-than-perfect weather people camped out or got up early to be the first to get those once a year 

deals.  So many shoppers showed up at town East police had to direct traffic and tell people where to park.  

Experts say this could be the worst holiday season for retailers in decades.  In fact 89-percent of Americans 

say they will spend less or about the same as last year.  

 

11/29/08 

10pm 

The economy may be hurting and stocks may be falling but Americans are still spending.  Early figures 

show Black Friday sales were actually up from last year.  Shopper Trak said Americans spent 10-point-6 

billion dollars yesterday.  That's a 3-percent increase from 2007.  Experts say people are still shopping just 

in different ways.  Even so retailers are skeptical about the rest of the holiday season.  A recent poll found 

89-percent of Americans say they will spend less or about the same as last 
 
12/01/08 

7am 

Retailers may have reason to feel a little better than they did in the days leading up to Black Friday.  The 

latest numbers from the national retail federation found more than 172 million shoppers visited stores and 

websites over the weekend.  That's up from 147 million shoppers last year.  But that won't mean profits are 

up since people are shopping a little differently this year.  A recent poll found 89-percent of Americans say 

they will spend the same or less than last year.  



 

 

 

12/01/08 

10pm 

Some volunteered to leave their jobs others at Cessna found out today they're laid off.  Cessna is cutting 

500 jobs   today they handed out the first layoff notices; but a company spokesman says he doesn't know 

how many people that affects.  He does tell us about 150 employees accepted voluntary layoffs.  The job 

cuts will affect all parts of the company and all pay levels 
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12/02/08 

8am 

Also in the AviationWatch... the first round of layoff notices go out at Cessna in Wichita.  Last month 

Cessna announced its cutting 500 jobs.  A company spokesman says he doesn't know how many people 

yesterday's notices affect.  He does tell us about 150 employees accepted voluntary layoffs. 

 

12/02/08 

10pm 

Their colleagues in the northwest accepted a new contract; new at ten a Federal mediator watches talks 

between Boeing and its Wichita engineers.  APEEA said the plane maker's offer is not good enough right 

now, the union says wages and benefits are too low.  SPEEA covers 700 engineers in Wichita their contract 

was to expire Friday but it has been extended for a month so the two sides can keep talking. 

 

12/03/08 

10pm 

Plans for a Sumner County casino officially start over tomorrow morning.  The racing and gaming 

commission will accept Harrah's request to withdraw from building a casino in Mulvane.  Harrah's says it's 

pulling out because of the economy.  Developers can now propose building anywhere in Sumner County.  

The state's expected begin advertising for new casino applications January first with proposals being due 

three months later. 

 

12/04/08 

10pm 

Like many other industries the livestock business is suffering from the economic downturn; a cattle 

industry analyst told the Kansas Livestock Association convention producers face the biggest cut in profits 

since 1982.  He said consumers are already buying cheaper cuts of meat.  Ground chuck sales are up ten 

percent while loin is down seven percent.  But Garden City cattleman Sam Hands isn't blaming his lost 

profits on that.  Analysts say, on average ranches lost 130 dollars a head for their cattle this year. 

 

12/05/08 

7am 

The car industry's rough patch could mean a business boom for mechanics; that's because more people are 

choosing to fix their older vehicles than buy new ones.  The department of labor predicts the need for auto 

mechanics will shoot up over the next ten years.  Mechanic’s say, their phones started ringing when gas 

prices shot up as drivers wanted to make their cars more fuel efficient. 

 

12/05/08 

10pm 

The only casino project that's still a go is in Dodge City.  Boot hill gaming signed a contract with the state 

today for an 87-million dollar facility.  It's significantly cheaper than the other casino projects.  State law 

mandates the Dodge City project be at least 50 million while the other three zones had to be at least 225 

million.  Boot Hill Gaming will break ground this month.  Phase one will open a year from now. 

 



 

 

12/06/08 

10pm 

Battery maker Enersys lays off 45-people at its Hays plant.  The company blames poor sales growth.  

Enersys also plans to put some workers on a four-day work week.  The company will also stop production 

for two weeks beginning December 22nd.  Enersys says despite rumors there are no plans to eliminate the 

second shift. 

 

12/09/08 

7am 

A committee representing 22 rural electric cooperatives will meet with federal emergency management 

officials today.  They’ll discuss how much money is needed for repairs from damage like this in Reno 

County last year.    FEMA says it could give 39-million dollars... but power companies estimate it will take 

ten times that to fix electrical lines. 
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12/09/08 

10pm 

Despite what the headlines say some companies are hiring; but you may have to change careers.  Where are 

those jobs?  Try health care.  While the economy lost more than half a million jobs last month... health care 

professions added 34-thousand positions.  Other professions with help-wanted signs are education, 

computer systems design,    management and technology consulting, accounting, oil and gas drilling and 

even forestry logging. 

 

12/10/08 

7am 

Tens of millions of dollars to Kansas schools are delayed; the state's payment to school districts this month 

was 55 million dollars short, that's 25 percent.  That money is often used immediately for expenses like 

paying teachers.  In Haysville the superintendent has already asked administrators to be careful with 

spending.  One principal says that may mean less money for extra training and travel he says schools are 

used to tightening their budgets.  The deputy education commissioner says he hopes to send out the rest of 

this month's payment by the end of this week. 

 

12/11/08 

7am 

The Haviland school district may start a four-day school week to save money.  The district IN Kiowa 

County near Greensburg said response to the plan has been positive, after hearing from citizens and other 

Kansas school districts with four-day weeks.  The school board votes Jan. 12 on a plan that would make 

school last a little longer from Monday to Thursday. 

 

12/11/08 

10pm 

Without a job the holidays look grim for a lot of people in Wichita.  And even those who are supposed to 

help need help themselves.  Hundreds lined up at Interfaith Ministries for its giveaway today but the charity 

says it will take a miracle to help everyone.  And we found out those in line never expected to be there. 

 

12/12/08 

7am 

Boeing announces plans to restructure its commercial aircraft business.  The company hopes combining 

several divisions into one will improve production and strengthen its relationship with parts suppliers.  

They have not said if the changes will lead to any job losses.  Problems with suppliers along with the two-

month machinists strike have also forced Boeing to delay the 787 Dreamliner again.  The first test flight 

will now not happen until late next year. 

 

12/12/08 

10pm 



 

 

Those job losses could only add to the unemployment line which is growing every month.  New numbers 

today show new claims for unemployment benefits hit a 26-year high.  Almost 4-and-a-half million people 

are collecting unemployment.  The situation sounds bad but FactFinder 12 wants to take a look back.  

Where does unemployment stand this year compared to other tough times in America's history?  Take a 

look…the great depression was obviously the worst.  At its height in 1933 unemployment hovered around 

25 percent a quarter of Americans didn't have a job.  Things never got that bad since unemployment was as 

low as 3 percent in the 50s it did go up.  It stood around eight percent in the mid-70s and it was more than 

10 percent in the early 80s. 

 

12/17/08 

10pm 

Talks fell through earlier this month... new at 10, Boeing engineers and the plane-maker will begin 

negotiating a new contract again.  SPEEA and Boeing plan to resume negotiations on January 13th.  

SPEEA represents about 700 engineers in Wichita.  Also new at 10, more Boeing workers will know by the 

end of the week whether they'll be out of a job.  Boeing will hand out its second round of layoff notices 

Friday.  60 employees will get notice from different areas of the plant.  Boeing plans to cut 8-hundred jobs 

in Wichita by the end of 2009.  The company blames a lack of work for forcing it to restructure the plant. 
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12/18/08 

7am 

Back here at home Boeing plans to hand out its second round of layoff notices tomorrow.  60 employees 

from all different areas of the plant will get the notices.  Boeing plans to cut 800 jobs in Wichita by the end 

of next year.  The company blames a lack of work for forcing it to restructure the plant.  Meanwhile 

negotiations on a new contract with Boeing Wichita engineers will resume January 13th.  Talks fell through 

earlier this month; the SPEEA Union represents about 700 engineers in Wichita. 

 

12/21/08 

10pm 

There are just three days left and millions of Americans are only now starting their Christmas shopping.  

It's making for crowded aisles in stores across Wichita.  Local retailers say the down economy nationwide 

is not impacting sales.  Electronics are still the big draw big and small.  Shoppers do admit they're 

searching for deals this time around.  They're only complaint, parking.  A manager at target tells us they've 

noticed more people are using cash to make their purchases.  Cash accounted for up to a quarter of its 

Saturday's sales. 

 

12/22/08 

10pm 

Dodge City's one step closer to rolling the dice; breaking ground on a state-owned casino.  Butler National's 

building the casino in two phases.  The first will include slots and a restaurant; it's expected to be done next 

year.  The whole project should be done in three years and will add gaming tables and a hotel.  This is the 

only one of the four state-owned casinos that's on schedule and supporters think it'll help Dodge City 

starting now.  Boot Hill Casino and Resort is projected to make 40 to 60 million dollars a year when it's 

complete. 

 

12/23/08 

7am 

Stores offer longer hours and deeper discounts trying what they can to get shoppers to part with their 

money this holiday season.  But there are fewer shoppers with less to spend.  The crucial last weekend 

before Christmas saw 6 million fewer people at the mall.  So, all across the country, deals usually offered 

after Christmas is available now.  Still, it's shaping up to be the worst shopping season for stores since they 

started keeping track of holiday sales-back in 1969.  If you're still looking for last minute deals, check the 

newspapers they're packed with coupons.  Look for special promotions online and here's something the 

stores don't advertise haggle for a better price.  Consumer Reports says in 80 percent of cases the stores will 

either give you a discount or an upgrade. 



 

 

 

12/23/08 

10pm 

Tis the season to steal?  Whether it's the holidays or the economy; police departments across the country 

are staying busy.  This woman was caught on tape in California stealing a package straight from another 

person's porch.  This year half of the country's police departments say burglaries and thefts are up almost 

50 percent.  And we're not just talking homes…retailers say they've steal shoplifting cases shot up; 

numbers show one out of 11 Americans shoplift. 

 

12/24/08 

10pm 

First it was high grocery prices and record fuel costs now layoffs and a struggling economy are taking a toll 

on church donations.  Giving is down significantly for many churches but will Christmas time donations 

help? 

Christmas services are expected to help; Pastor Greg Smith says those who are able to give many times 

give more during tough economic times. 
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12/25/08 

7am 

First it was high grocery prices and record fuel costs now layoffs and a struggling economy are taking a toll 

on church donations.  Christmas Eve services at Central Community church was a nearly packed house as a 

tough year comes to a close.  Like so many churches around the country Central Community has seen it the 

effects of a struggling economy.  Not only are members giving a little less; more people are coming to the 

church for help.  It's forced the church to cut its budget.  Christmas services are expected to help.  Pastor 

Greg Smith says those who are able to give, many times give more during tough economic times. 

 

12/26/08 

7am 

Stores around the country are planning Black Friday like sales today in hopes of boosting a lackluster 

holiday season.  Early numbers show this year's sales were down anywhere from five-and-a-half to 8-

percent compared to last year. 

 

12/26/08 

10pm 

Many people flock to the mall and chain stores to cash in on big bargains; something local retailers say they 

can't compete with.  That's why store owners like Valerie Reimer say they must offer more than discounts 

to shoppers.   Reimer owns Lucinda's in Old Town.  She says her store has variety, good customer service, 

and a different kind of atmosphere.  And it's something customers come back for.  Reimer says her gift card 

sales were up this year and she expects to see more people coming to spend them.  

 

12/27/08 

10pm 

Gas prices are now at their lowest price in four years.  The national average for unleaded is 1.64 a gallon.  

In Wichita it’s a 1.44.  Triple-A said the price nationally has dropped for 8 days in a row.  Gas has fallen 

60-percent from its record high in July.  The national price back then was just over 4.00.   

 

12/28/08 

10pm 



 

 

There may be fewer scholarships for Kansas college students in the coming years.  Three endowments in 

Kansas have lost tens of millions of dollars because of the stock market's plunge.  KU will cut its 

distributions for scholarships, lectures and academic programs by 10 percent next school year.  And K-

State's scholarship fund has lost a quarter of its value.  College endowments fund scholarships using the 

income they get from investing donations. 

 

12/31/08 

10pm 

The Kansas City Kansan will become an online newspaper next month.  The paper will stop publishing 

print editions after January 10th.  The paper's owner says declining readership and falling advertising 

revenue are to blame.  The newspaper will send letters to subscribers about refunds.  The Kansan was a 

daily paper until earlier this year when it switched to twice-weekly publication. 
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10/01/08 

7am 

The Wichita school board asks for the public's help in the search for a new superintendent.  Jackson 

Elementary's gym was packed for the district's school board night out last night.  Only a handful was 

parents who don't work for the district.  The crowd broke into small groups and then listed what they want 

in a superintendent.  Parents we spoke with said they came for one reason, to help their kids.  The board 

will hold another open forum before a new superintendent is hired.  The district has also created a 

superintendent survey for parents to take.  You can find the link at www.kwch.com  

 

10/03/08 

7am 

An eight-year-old Derby boy has been suspended for bringing a whistle to school.  Austin Spone was 

caught carrying this toy whistle in his back pack; it was shaped like a gun.  Derby's school district says it 

violated its zero tolerance policy against weapons and suspended him for three days.  Under the policy any 

item that even resembles a gun is banned.  His parents say the school is over reacting.  Austin will be 

allowed back Monday.   To read the school's entire policy click on this story at www.kwch.com  

 

10/06/08 

10pm 

Wichita State steps up to help veterans get better jobs with their Veterans Upward Bound Program.  It 

offers free refresher classes like Algebra; to get vets up to speed, and ready to enter college classes.  From 

there, they can earn degrees and more money.  To learn more about the Veterans Upwards Bound program 

and how to qualify go to www.kwch.com 

 

10/09/08 

10pm 

At least one Kansas school district blames the economy for its budget talks.  The Andover superintendent 

told us today the district will meet about the best way to spend the money in its budget.  Because of rising 

gas and utility costs the district decided not to fill four new maintenance positions.  But the superintendent 

insists teachers and students will be affected by these talks. 

 

http://www.kwch.com/
http://www.kwch.com/
http://www.kwch.com/


 

 

10/14/08 

10pm 

For the first time since the Wichita school bond issue went on the ballot the two sides face off.  New 

tonight a debate on the 370-million dollar school bond helps voters decide.  Supporters say the money will 

build new schools and improve athletic facilities and technical education.  But opponents say taxpayer 

money could be put to better use.  Get a complete look at the bond proposal and how the money will break 

down.  Just log onto www.kwch.com/web  

 

10/23/08 

10pm 

Watching and waiting.  Only time will tell if Kansas universities will have to make deeper cuts in their 

budgets.  Wichita State said the state has asked each public university to present a 5 percent budget 

reduction plan.  WSU administrators tell us, they have already developed that plan and cuts could include 

limiting overtime, some special student activities and seasonal and temporary staff.  The state already made 

a two percent cut this semester at Wichita State.  As for more cuts; Governor Sebelius won't finalize the 

budget until later this year.  Check out WSU’s plan at www.kwch.com 
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10/24/08 

10pm 

Faculty say Heights High School doesn't have enough classrooms and desks.  The proposed 370-million 

dollar Wichita school bond may change that.  Principal Bruce Deterding says overcrowding began as more 

and more people moved to the northeast side of town.  Deterding says Heights has 2-hundred more students 

than the campus has room for.  Deterding says if the school bond issue passes, crowding at Heights will be 

reduced.  Some of the bond money would go toward news classrooms.  In addition one of two new high 

schools would relieve some of the pressure. 

 

11/03/08 

10pm 

Less than 24 hours before the polls open a group holds a pep rally for the Wichita school bond issue.  

People pack stands at Wichita East High.  The C.A.R.E. Group, who supports the bond issue, sponsored the 

rally.  Six students spoke, explaining how passing the bond would affect them.  The groups who oppose the 

bond issue, Wichitans for Effective Education and Citizens for Better Education did not have any major last 

minute campaign efforts.  Both groups have been running newspaper and T-V ads for weeks. 

 

11/04/08 

7am 

It's a big question on the ballot for voters here in Wichita; the 370-million dollar school bond issue.  High 

school students rallied in support of the bond yesterday afternoon.  But opponents told us, they didn’t need 

any last minute campaigning. 

 

11/05/08 

7am 

It was close all night but voters narrowly approve a 370 million dollar bond issue for Wichita schools.  

Here are the numbers; the bond issue passed by just over 16-hundred votes.  It was the outcome bond 

supporters had hoped for.  The bond will build two new high schools, add classrooms at existing schools 

and expand athletic and fine arts facilities among other things.  Supporters say voters did the right thing.  

School board members tell us they plan to get right to work on the bond projects. 
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11/13/08 

7am 

Wichita schools hold their first public meeting to talk about the search for a new superintendent.  But only 

two people showed up.  The district hopes another meeting tonight will fill these empty chairs.  Otherwise 

it will be up to the seven people on the Board of Education to decide who leads the Wichita School District.  

Tonight's meeting starts at six at Wichita's North High School.  There will be another forum tomorrow 

morning at 10 at Gordon Parks Academy.  

 

11/17/08 

10pm 

The cutting edge of technology…new at 10, Wichita school board members are looking at ways to enhance 

the district's technical classes.  One million dollars of school bond money will enhance high school tech 

programs like the district’s new aviation sheet metal class.  Ten million will create a new technical magnet 

school.  Board president Lynn Rogers says these additions required by the state will keep Kansas students 

from falling behind. 

 

12/02/08 

10pm 

In the middle of layoffs one Wichita school says it can prepare you for your next job.  New at 10...the 

Wichita Area Technical College held its annual open house tonight, hoping to attract more students.  The 

college's president said it's too early to tell whether layoffs in aviation will mean more students enrolling.  

The technical college has opened new campuses and renovated another. 

 

 

EDUCATION Q-4 

 

12/05/08 

7am 

There'll be fewer options for college students in western Kansas this summer.  Fort Hays State says it will 

only offer summer classes online.  The changes are the results of a 3-percent budget cut requested by state 

lawmakers.  The school is also planning for an additional 3-percent cut next year.  Budget experts say the 

state already faces a 141-million dollar budget shortfall.  That could grow to 1-billion by 2010. 

 

12/09/08 

7am 

After 14 years as Chancellor KU's Robert Hemenway is retiring.  Hemenway said he wants to return the 

classroom next year.  The Kansas Board of Regents will appoint a committee to begin a national search for 

his successor.  The university has seen record enrollment since Hemenway was named chancellor in 1995. 

 

12/09/08 

10pm 

Tens of millions of dollars to Kansas schools are delayed.  The state's payment to school districts this 

month was 55 million dollars short; that's 25 percent.  That money is often used immediately for expenses 

like paying teachers.  In Haysville, the superintendent has already asked administrators to be careful with 

spending.  One principal says that may mean less money for extra training for teachers and travel.  Schools 

say they're used to tightening their budgets.  The Deputy Education Commissioner tells Eyewitness News 

he hopes to send out the rest of this month's payment by the end of this week. 

 

12/10/08 

10pm 

It will likely be the end of next week before schools get more money from the state.  New at 10; Governor 

Kathleen Sebelius schedules a meeting for Tuesday to talk about moving money around.  As we told you 

last night, the state's payments to school districts this month were 55 million dollars short.  Schools like this 

one in Haysville use that money for immediate expenses like paying teachers.  Now the governor and eight 

legislative leaders from both parties will decide whether the state can move money from special revenue 

funds to the schools.  That money would have to go back by the end of June. 



 

 

 

12/11/08 

7am 

It called their elementary school one of the most toxic in the nation.  But the government says an article in 

USA Today isn't accurate.  McPherson's Roosevelt Elementary was listed in the paper's top one percent of 

schools at risk for toxic pollutants.  But the Environmental Protection Agency says the paper's study was a 

computer simulation that looked at local factories.  It did not include any actual scientific tests.  The 

McPherson Superintendent tells us he immediately looked into the study when we told him about it.  The 

EPA says test results don't show any McPherson companies violating emissions standards.  Roosevelt sent 

a letter home with students explaining the situation earlier this week.  If you'd like to see the study; we've 

posted a link at www.kwch.com click on the story under Top Stories. 

 

12/11/08 

10pm 

No school on Fridays?  Kids would love it and it's an idea struggling school districts are considering to save 

money.  Haviland, Mullinville and Medicine Lodge are all thinking about four day school weeks.  Eleven 

other Kansas schools are already doing that.  Dexter schools switched to 4-day weeks in the 1980's.  By 

shutting down on Fridays the superintendent says they save in electrical and transportation costs.  And he 

says students are still doing well.  Students and teachers like it; Dexter uses the shortened week as a perk in 

recruiting teachers.  Dexter doesn't have spring break to meet the required number of school hours. 

 

 

 

 

EDUCATION Q-4 

 

12/16/08 

10pm 

It came just in time; Kansas schools get the money they need, but it's only a temporary fix.  The state 

shorted schools by millions this month.  Today state finance officials say the state can borrow money from 

itself to cover bills through mid-February. 

 

12/19/08 

7am 

A Kansas town nearly destroyed by a tornado needs more money to rebuild.  The Chapman school district 

says a school bond of about 10-million dollars will be necessary to fix all the damage the June tornado left 

behind.  The district needs to rebuild its elementary and middle schools, its main office, and most of the 

high school.  Officials said insurance, donations and government assistant isn't enough.  Voters could have 

their say in April. 

 

12/24/08 

7am 

It may be Christmas Eve, but class is still in session at Goddard High School.  Classes ended early Monday 

after plumbing problems in the school's boiler room.  Maintenance staff had to turn water off to the entire 

building.  Students were taking finals at the time; the district says they finished them up yesterday. 

 

12/28/08 

10pm 

The falling stock market could mean fewer scholarships for Kansas students.  Three college endowments 

have lost millions since the market plunged.  KU's endowment has lost 39-percent of its value; as a result 

KU plans to reduce its scholarships, lectures and academic programs by 10-percent next year.  K-State lost 

25 percent of its endowment while Washburn has seen a 22-percent decline.  Endowments fund academic 

programs and scholarships using income from investing donations. 
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ENVIRONMENT Q-4 

 

10/13/08 

7am 

The possibility of heavy rain has homeowners recovering from last month's floods worried.  Joe Erdman is 

still out of his house in west Wichita.  He's waiting for the flood insurance money to kick in.  September 

12th rainwater flooded his basement, warped the floors on the second level and deals with leaks every time 

it rains.  He's facing a repair bill totaling 63-thousand-dollars but says it will be worth it.  Last month, 

nearly three-hundred homes sustained some type of flood damage. 

 

10/13/08 

10pm 

People in this Valley Center subdivision have the same flood worries.  The neighborhood was underwater 

last month 

and many residents are still cleaning up that damage.  Tonight they're uneasy.  The development is not 

finished the pond is supposed to be three times as big and this creek is clogged with tree limbs and brush so 

water overflows.  Some people are taking whatever precautions they can like hanging their furniture from 

the ceiling.  Of course count on Storm Team 12 to keep you updated on the rainfall. 

 

10/14/08 

10pm 

As we watch the rain some Wichitans are worried about their neighborhoods and how they drain.  

Comotara is one Wichita neighborhood not graded correctly when it was built back in the 70s.  Now when 

rain comes down this field floods and pushes water into several homes.  The homeowners association is 

working to fix the problem.  It hired an engineer to figure out how to move the water away from the 

neighborhood.  The city is willing to work with Comotara but doesn't know when it can fit in the project. 

 

10/15/08 

7am 

It's been a wet few days in Kansas.  As we watch the rain moves out some Wichitans worry about how all 

the water will drain from their neighborhood.  Comotara is one Wichita neighborhood not graded correctly 



 

 

when it was built back in the 70s.  Now when rain comes down this field floods and pushes water into 

several homes.  The homeowners association is working to fix the problem.  It hired an engineer to figure 

out how to move the water away from the neighborhood.  The city is willing to work with Comotara but 

doesn't know when it can fit in the project. 

 

10/16/08 

10pm 

It's only October but road crews prepare for snow; new at 10, the city of Wichita plans to add more workers 

to keep roads clear.  Next week, more than 200 crews will train for this winter weather season.  This was 

the scene last December after a blizzard hit Wichita.  The city says this year it had to increase the 

emergency snow and ice routes from 18 to 24 to make sure each route will be completed during an eight-

hour shift. 

 

10/20/08 

10pm 

Winter can be an expensive season especially as gas bills start going up.  New tonight; Westar energy tries 

to help its customers survive in this economy.  Crews went around Topeka to help winterize homes.  They 

caulked around windows filling-in the gaps where heat could leak out.  They also gave customers new 

energy saving light bulbs.  Westar said the little things can make a difference on your bills.  Westar says it's 

been weatherizing homes for people in need for 18 years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENVIRONMENT Q-4 

 

10/23/08 

10pm 

This flooding a month ago leads Governor Sebelius to ask for help from the president.  The governor sent a 

letter to President Bush requesting Federal public help to restore whatever the floodwaters damaged.  

FEMA and state teams spent the last few weeks assessing the damage.  They found 10 counties including 

Sedgwick with enough damage to warrant federal money.  The estimates from all counties add up to more 

than 3-point-7 million dollars.  Kansas' threshold to qualify for federal assistance is just 100-thousand 

dollars less than that. 

 

10/24/08 

7am 

It may be fall but folks in northwest Kansas got a taste of winter yesterday.  This was what it looked like in 

Colby where a little over an inch of the white stuff fell.  The recent snow and rain could be causing some 

delays and mud-routes this morning.  Find those running along the bottom of your screen or on-line at 

www.kwch.com  

 

10/29/08 

7am 

Western Kansas has already seen its first snow of the season.  But there are new worries this morning with 

winter on the way.  The Kansas Department of Transportation is concerned it won't have enough salt this 

year to use on roads.  K-DOT says because of snow and ice storms the past two years its salt supply is low.  

The department is trying to stock up but is competing against other transportation and maintenance 

departments.  In order to keep a supply that will last all winter K-DOT plans on being conservative when 

putting salt on the roads. 

 

11/21/08 

10pm 

http://www.kwch.com/


 

 

Wichita meets federally mandated ozone standards.  KDHE said a wet and cool fall kept ozone levels well 

below the Federal requirement.  Wichita could have received less Federal money for highway projects if it 

failed to meet the stricter standards.  The city says it will continue to education people on the need to cut 

down on pollution. 

 

11/25/08 

10pm 

Has your evergreen quit living up to its name?  If so it may not only be dead but also contagious!  K-State 

researchers have been tracking Pine Wilt across the state.  The deadly tree disease has been spreading west 

and may be headed for Dodge City.  Pine Wilt first showed up in the Wichita area a few years ago.  Tiny 

beetles bore into the wood and spread parasites that quickly kill Scotch and Austrian Pines.  Those are the 

very trees you'll find at local Christmas tree farms.  But growers say their trees never live long enough to 

get the disease.  Pine Wilt typically affects older pines like you may have in your yard.  And if you have a 

Scotch or Austrian Pine that has withered and died this fall you should chop it down and either burn it or 

run though a wood chipper.  The beetles are now hibernating but when spring rolls around they'll look for 

other trees to devour. 

 

12/02/08 

7am 

Will there be enough salt to keep our roads clear this winter; that was a problem last year... because of 

several bad storms early in the season?  We checked with officials at the Kansas Department of 

Transportation.  They say their salt bins are full and ready for the winter.  That's the same word we get from 

Sedgwick County.  Workers there said the salt domes were filled up before summer and they don't expect 

to need any more during the winter. 

 

12/04/08 

7am 

The Kansas Attorney General wants a lawsuit filed by Sunflower Electric thrown out.  The suit asks a 

Federal Judge to block the state from denying a permit to build two coal-fired power plants near Holcomb.  

The AG's office says the federal court lacks jurisdiction.  The issue is already pending before an 

Administrative Judge and the Kansas Supreme Court.  The state denied the building permit last year citing 

concerns about carbon dioxide emissions. 

 

 

ENVIRONMENT Q-4 

 

12/10/08 

7am 

While the snow is long over it could still cause problems for your morning commute.  Road crews have 

been out all night treating roads hoping to avoid scenes like this from yesterday.  But you will still find 

some slick spots especially on side streets, bridges and elevated roadways.  Sedgwick County dispatchers 

tell us more than four-hundred crashes were reported yesterday.  The Emergency Accident Reporting Plan 

is in effect this morning for the city of Wichita.  If you're in an accident and no one is hurt, exchange 

information and fill out an accident report form.  You can get those at any police substation, Quik Trip or 

download one at www.kwch.com  

 

12/12/08 

7am 

A decision blocking the construction of two coal-fired power plants in Finney County stands at least for 

now; a review panel refused a request by Sunflower Electric to overturn the decision.  The state denied the 

building permit last year citing concerns about carbon dioxide emissions.  Sunflower plans to go to the state 

supreme court. 

 

12/17/08 

10pm 

http://www.kwch.com/


 

 

Wichita road crews are already out working ahead.  This year the city has made changes to its snow routes; 

hoping to get the streets cleared faster.  State road crews are on also stand-by tonight waiting for the call to 

hit the highways around Sedgwick County.  A K-DOT spokesperson told us 24 trucks are on call to cover 

the county.  There wasn't much the crews could do ahead of the storm the temperature is too low to lay 

down brine that would just freeze.  Crews instead will throw sand and salt on the highways especially on 

elevated areas and bridges, once the storm starts.  S supervisor is monitoring weather reports and Merril's 

forecast for the latest.  And even though K-DOT will have all its crews out; they tell us it's impossible to 

keep all highways clear so they want to remind you again, take it slow. 

 

12/18/08 

7am 

That patchy freezing drizzle has road crews once again watching for slicks streets this morning.  So what 

will you find as you head out to work or school?  Eyewitness News Reporter Megan Strader has a look.  

“At first glance it looks like we dodged a bit of a bullet but our weather problems aren't necessarily over 

yet.  It's still very foggy outside creating the danger of freezing fog as well as freezing drizzle.  Road crews 

in Wichita have been working through the night to keep roads clear this morning.  Wichita has 50 trucks 

that have been working through the night...that will help on city streets.  But as far as the highways, the 

Kansas Department of Transportation crews could not pre-treat roads with any salt brine solution; the 

temperature has been too low, so it would simply freeze up making the problem worse.  Couple things to 

keep in mind the Emergency Accident Reporting plan in effect for Wichita but not Sedgwick County, 

basically that means if you're in an accident and no one is injured just exchange insurance information and 

fill out an accident report form.  You can get a form at any Quik Trip, police station or online at 

www.kwch.com  for a look at the latest road conditions across Kansas along with any delays or closings 

along with your complete Storm Team 12 forecast log on to our website at www.kwch.com  

 

12/22/08 

10pm 

New at 10…K-DOT is just monitoring the weather tonight to see whether it will need to send trucks out.  

Crews will not pre-treat the roads.  A spokesperson tells us there's still a lot of sand and salt on the 

highways from last week's storm and k-dot is trying to conserve salt and diesel.  If the weather does get bad 

crews will be called out overnight. 

 

12/23/08 

8am 

Plumbers are another business with a lot of work this holiday week.  A broken sprinkler flooded dorm 

rooms are KU and when a water line froze at a sorority house; a pipe burst and water leaked everywhere.  

Houses all over Lawrence had their own issues with frozen pipes.  This woman found her basement soaked 

she now has to replace her ceiling and carpet.  Fire officials say more pipes could burst when things thaw 

out because ice can sometimes plug holes. 

ENVIRONMENT Q-4 

 

12/23/08 

10pm 

The weather could mean some people just won't make it to their destination for the holidays.  Wichitans 

trying to get to Chicago may be out of luck.  This evening we found almost all flights to and from Chicago 

were canceled out of Mid-Continent Airport and this is why; people at O'Hare Airport in Chicago are 

struggling to get home; as it keeps snowing there, people find themselves sleeping at the airport and 

wondering when they'll finally board a plane.  Flying is just one problem; this is what roads around 

Chicago look like.  In Chicago every inch of snow costs half a million dollars to the city budget.  This year 

there's no overtime for plow drivers and less salt to put down. 

 

12/24/08 

7am 

Icy conditions throughout the state lead to two deadly crashes on Tuesday.  This was the scene near Belle 

Plaine; a pick-up slid off the turnpike and crashed into a ditch.  39-year-old Enrique Carrillo-Enriquez was 

killed, a nine-year-old boy went to the hospital.  And in Cowley County 61-year-old Hal McMaster of El 

http://www.kwch.com/
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Dorado was killed when his van veered off Highway 77, hit a tree and caught fire.  Two passengers weren't 

seriously hurt but a state trooper and a game warden on the scene received minor burns while trying to 

help. 

 

12/26/08 

10pm 

When you're ready to get rid of those Christmas trees, Sedgwick County ask that you please recycle them.  

The county has 19 tree recycling sites located in Wichita and surrounding communities.  They said not only 

is tree recycling free but people can also pick up free bags of mulch.  The tree recycling centers are open 

now until January 23rd.  You can view a list of drop sites by going to the county's website at 

www.sedgwickcounty.org 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HEALTH & SAFETY Q-4 

 

10/01/08 

10pm 

Ever wonder where your food comes from?  A new law going into effect this week requires grocers to label 

the country where foods are grown.  It includes meats, fish, fruits and vegetables, nuts and ginseng.  

Problem is not all foods are labeled.  For instance a raw chicken would require a label.  A cooked chicken 

from the deli would not.  Raw peanuts need a label.  Dry roasted ones do not.  A fresh cantaloupe gets a 

label.  If it's cut up and added to a fruit salad it does not.  Most people believe food labeling will help them 

make safer food choices.  But the law does not trace how food gets from the field to the table.  Still 

shoppers say its information they want to know.  Retailers have a six month grace period to get labels 

posted. 

 

10/04/08 
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10pm 

An SUV hits a man crossing K-15 near Derby.  The crash happened just before nine last night.  Police say 

46-year-old Chris Carr died at the scene.  The driver of the SUV was shaken but unhurt.  Police do not 

know why Carr tried to cross the highway.  It's not known if the driver will face any charges. 

 

10/05/08 

10pm 

Wichita Police say speed may have caused this deadly crash on Kellogg.  Eyewitnesses tell police a car 

tried to pass another vehicle early this morning when the driver lost control and hit a guardrail.  The car 

spun several times ejecting the driver.  Police have not released the victim's name and no other cars were 

involved. 

 

10/06/08 

10pm 

Flu shots are already available at the Sedgwick County Health Department.  The health department says it's 

ready with more than 8-thousand shots.  Young children, pregnant women, people over 50, and anyone 

who are chronically ill should get vaccinated before November first.  The health department gives flu shots 

each weekday at its West Central location; costs are 30 dollars for adults, and 15 dollars up to the age of 8. 

 

10/08/08 

10pm 

A Wichita company sends out repair kits for its Yo-Yo amusement ride after an accident in California hurt 

23 people when the ride malfunctioned at Six Flags over Texas.  Chance Industries makes the rides; they 

issued a recall, but won't bring the Yo-Yo's to Wichita.  Instead it's sending out kits to help inspect and 

repair the rides and giving new maintenance guidelines.  Chance said the Yo-Yo have been in use since 

1977. 

 

10/10/08 

7am 

A crane tips over onto the Western Plains Medical Center in Dodge City.  The crane began tilting about 

noon yesterday as workers installed some equipment.  No one was hurt but the crane did some damage to 

the building and the new equipment on the roof of the cafeteria.  The cafeteria is closed right now...but 

Manor of The Plains in Dodge City cooked dinner for patients there last night.  The hospital has not said 

how much it will cost to repair the damages. 

 

10/10/08 

10pm 

A man involved in a Wichita standoff spends his second night behind bars.  His family says what he really 

needs is treatment for mental illness.  JoAnn Lindsey says she's tried for years to get her brother help but no 

one listens.  She says he's schizophrenic and bi-polar.  Lindsey said she thought the stand-off was the 

breaking point and her brother would finally get help.  But police say he's a threat because he tried to hurt 

two teens with a machete.  Lindsey says he was acting out for help.  Comcare has assistance 24-7 for 

people with mental illness you can go to www.kwch.com to learn more about the programs offered. 

 

 

HEALTH & SAFETY Q-4 

 

10/11/08 

10pm 

A toddler from southwest Kansas is recovering from the same disease that killed his baby brother.  Tanner 

Strickland died Wednesday from an EColi infection.  His brother is listed in stable condition at a Wichita 

hospital.  The Seward County Health Department says the disease is limited to the family and there is no 

danger to the public.  That being said health workers are talking to anyone who may have had contact with 

the children. 

 

10/12/08 
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10pm 

Doctors performed Via-Christi's first kidney transplant from a living donor in 1981.  There've been 999 

donations since; some from the most unlikely of donors.  Many of those same people came out to Botanica 

today to share their stories.  Including one person who says his match came from someone he didn't expect, 

a co-worker.  Today's event marked the 1-thousand transplant.  As for Larry Brownlee he plans to go back 

to work next week. 

 

10/13/08 

8am 

Another fire destroys a home, this time in Mulvane.  The homeowners were at church when the fire started 

Sunday morning.  The fire captain says the family had a lot of stuff in the basement, which helped fuel the 

fire.  Investigators are still looking for a cause but say it looks suspicious. 

 

10/13/08 

10pm 

Two deaths in just two days...a HealthWatch Alert tonight…from state health officials as they investigate 

two e-coli deaths.  One child died in Seward County, another in Chase County.  Health officials say the 

deaths are unrelated and caused by different types of E-Coli.  They want you to take precautions by 

cooking food thoroughly and washing your hands. 

 

10/15/08 

10pm 

This accident two years ago brings new requirements tonight for school busses across the country.  Four 

students were killed when their bus plunged nose first over the side of an elevated interstate highway bridge 

in Alabama.  Today the government makes new rules.  Starting in 2011 all new small buses must have 

seatbelts.  Large buses would have to have higher seat backs, an extra four inches, that's supposed to help 

keep kids from moving around in an accident.  One Valley Center bus driver says while its good for safety 

it will make her job a little harder.  The Federal Government leaves it up to states to decide whether to 

require seat belts in big school busses.  The issue came up in the Kansas Legislature but never passed. 

 

10/17/08 

7am 

In this morning's HealthWatch…another good reason to get active as you get older.  A new review of 

studies found aerobic exercise can reverse mental decline in older adults.  The review found exercising hard 

enough to lose your breath increases the speed and sharpness of thought and the actual volume of brain 

tissue. 

 

10/18/08 

10pm 

A Wichita woman is okay after driving her car into her own apartment.  Margaret Hvens says while parking 

at the Willows Apartments she accidentally hit the gas pedal instead of the brake.  She talked about it with 

eyewitness news reporter Jim Grawe.  There was no one home at the time.  Margaret and the person living 

above her will have to stay elsewhere until someone can come out and inspect the building. 

 

 

 

 

 

HEALTH & SAFETY Q-4 

 

10/19/08 

10pm 

Authorities closed roads in Reno and Rice counties due to minor street flooding.  In Reno County 56th 

Avenue is closed near Wilson and Pennington Roads.  82nd Avenue is also blocked off near Vaggy Road.  

This is due to a rise in water levels in the cow creek.  It should crest sometime tonight.  There are also 



 

 

limited closures in parts of Rice County.  Authorities remind drivers not to go around barricades and to 

avoid high water areas. 

 

10/20/08 

5am 

Aspirin doesn't offer much heart protection for diabetics.  A British study followed 13-hundred diabetics 

for eight years who took either an aspirin or a placebo.  At the end of the study the number of heart attacks 

and stroke within both groups was about the same. 

 

10/23/08 

10pm 

It denies breaking any laws; but a major drug company agrees to pay up.  New at 10, Kansas and 32 other 

states will get money from Pfizer.  They accused the drug maker of promoting a discontinued painkiller for 

uses it wasn't approved for.  They also questioned whether Pfizer promoted its drug Celebrex as safer than 

over-the-counter medication.  Pfizer agreed to pay 60-million dollars to settle the matter; Kansas will get 

741-thousand dollars.  The attorney general says the money will cover legal expenses...and will also pay for 

consumer education and protection plans. 

 

10/24/08 

10pm 

A Nickerson woman learns the hard way, don’t text while driving.  Wichita police say she crashed into a 

squad car on the 21St North ramp to I-135 this morning.  Paramedics took a passenger in the car to the 

hospital where doctors treated and released her.  Neither the driver nor the police officer was hurt.  

Authorities cited the driver for failure to yield, careless driving and in-attentive driving. 

 

10/25/08 

10pm 

First responders find a car crash with the help of a cell phone.  Just after three this morning, a driver called 

911 saying he'd hit a utility pole.  Authorities traced the signal to the area of 77th Street North and Hoover 

road near Valley Center.  The driver suffered minor injuries but his passenger had to be flown to a Wichita 

hospital.  That passenger is listed in serious condition tonight.  Sheriff's deputies say they're looking into 

whether speed or alcohol played a role in the crash. 

 

10/31/08 

10pm 

A Sedgwick County man dies while working on dump truck.  It happened around five this evening west of 

Valley Center on North Tyler.  The Sheriff's Department says the 76-year-old was caught between the bed 

of the truck and chassis.  He died at the scene.  Authorities have not said what caused the bed of the truck to 

come down on top of the man.  The Sheriff's Department has not released his name. 

 

11/02/08 

10pm 

They wanted a ride; now two 12-year-old girls are in the hospital after falling off a piece of construction 

equipment.  The accident happened around seven last night in this west Wichita neighborhood.  Police say 

the girls asked a worker at this home -under construction to ride in the bobcat.  When the girls fell out of 

the front bucket, officers say the driver didn't notice and ran over them.  The girls were taken to the 

intensive care unit at Wesley Medical Center one suffered a shattered pelvis, the other a severed liver.  

Both are expected to be okay. 
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11/13/08 

10pm 



 

 

Boeing will inspect hundreds of its planes looking for parts on the 737 that may corrode too soon.  The 

company first got notice from Spirit in Wichita.  That un-coated parts have been used on 390 planes since 

August of 2007.  The parts will have to be replaced on planes already in service and others before they're 

delivered.  A Boeing spokeswoman says there's no immediate flight safety risk. 

 

11/16/08 

10pm 

Two men walk away from a plane crash in Stafford County in Western Kansas.  Terry Spradley of the Saint 

John News sent us these photos.  The plane went down about a half-mile south of Highway 50 near the 

county airport this afternoon.  The plane crashed shortly after takeoff and slide about 30 yards before 

coming to a stop.  The two people on-board refused medical treatment.  

 

11/17/08 

10pm 

Mulvane finalizes its agreement to provide emergency services to the nearby town of Belle Plaine.  Lack of 

funding and volunteers forced Belle Plaine to cut its EMS service.  Mulvane agreed to charge Belle Plaine 

120 dollars per call ...through at least the middle of next year.  In the meantime more than 20 people in 

Belle Plaine are in training to become first responders...even though they won't be able to transport patients. 

 

11/21/08 

10pm 

They cost the city five thousand dollars each but officers that use them say they're worth it.  The Wichita 

Police Department has new dash cameras in eight squad cars mostly used for traffic stops.  The cameras 

automatically begin recording when officers turn on their emergency lights.  Officers and drivers we talked 

with say they like knowing everything they do during traffic stops is on video.  Wichita's dash cams can see 

both out the front of the vehicle and into the backseat.  Police officials have been hesitant to expand dash-

cams beyond traffic vehicles because on average, in seven of ten incidents, don't happen in front of the 

cameras. 

 
11/22/08 

10pm 

A fire and ammonia leak forces the evacuation of the Hiland Dairy on East Central.  A small fire in a 

refrigerator caused the leak around two this morning.  A Hazmat crew shut off the ammonia but levels 

remained high in the building long after the fire.  The Department of Agriculture will have to inspect the 

building in the next few days.  A Hiland spokesperson said work at the dairy continued Saturday as normal.  

No one was seriously hurt. 

 

11/27/08 

7am 

Tomorrow is one of the busiest shopping days of the year and in a CrimeWatch alert this morning...  

Wichita Police are reminding shoppers to protect your purchases.  Put any valuable items in your trunk 

where they are not visible.  And of course, lock everything.  Police say parking lot thefts are very hard to 

solve.  Police have put up portable message signs near major Wichita shopping centers reminding shoppers 

to hide their items and lock their cars. 

 

11/27/08 

10pm 

A man accidentally shoots his brother while hunting pheasant in Reno County.  The sheriff said Edwin 

Johnson shot at a bird not realizing his brother David was in the line of fire.  Pellets hit David in the head, 

neck and shoulder.  A medical helicopter flew him to Wichita were he's in fair condition at Saint Francis 

hospital. 
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11/28/08 

7am 

A fire Thursday evening does 70-thousand dollars in damage to this home near 17th and Poplar in Wichita.  

Investigators say the fire spread from a pile of trash to the house.  No one was home at the time... And no 

one was hurt. 

 

11/28/08 

10pm 

A Wichita man missing for more than a week is back home with his family.  We first told you about 

Wesley King on Saturday.  The 59-year-old takes medication for schizophrenia and diabetes.  He wandered 

away from home without his medication and his family was worried.  A woman called police earlier this 

week saying she'd seen our report and knew where to find Wesley.  He was back home in time for 

Thanksgiving. 

 

11/29/08 

10pm 

Flames pour from the roof of this home in Bel Aire.  The fire started around eleven this morning at a home 

in the 57-hundred block of East Perryton.  Crews on the scene think the fire started in the walls and spread 

to the attic.  The homeowner made it out safely.  The home has damage both from the fire and from crews 

cutting through the walls to put it out.  There's no word on an official cause. 

 

11/30/08 

10pm 

Carbon monoxide leaks are common during the winter.  CO can come from furnaces, space heaters and 

other equipment used to heat your home.  In fact any appliance that burns with an open flame can produce 

carbon monoxide.  Symptoms of poisoning include headaches, fatigue, dizziness and shortness of breath.  

One of the best defenses is a carbon monoxide detector.  For a complete list of safety tips go to 

www.kwch.com  

 

12/05/08 

10pm 

A driver resigns after his criminal history and job raise safety questions.  Our FactFinder 12 investigation 

revealed Safe Riders employed a driver convicted of rape and other offenses against women.  Safe Riders 

picks up people who are too intoxicated to drive home.  Wichita State University is one of its biggest 

clients the school pays for the service for its students.  Officials say considering the driver's history he 

should not be around intoxicated female students.  Today the driver resigned and the company promised 

this would not happen again.  Safe Riders says its top priority is maintaining trust with its clients. 

 

12/06/08 

10pm 

An early morning car crash in southwest Kansas kills a Dodge City man.  Police say Armando DeLacruz 

lost control of his car on a road in Clark County.  The car rolled; ejecting DeLacruz.  Police say he didn't 

have a seat belt on.  Investigators are not saying what may have caused the driver to lose control. 

 

12/10/08 

7am 

Watch out for slick spots remaining on area roads after yesterday's winter storm.  Sedgwick County 

dispatchers say crews responded to more than four-hundred accidents yesterday.  Around an inch and-a-

half of snow fell in Wichita.   
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12/11/08 

10pm 

A HealthWatch alert tonight to talk to your doctor.  The government pulls two asthma medications because 

Floradil and Serevent may not be safe for everyone.  The FDA held two days of hearings after studies 

found patients taking the drugs were at higher risk of some serious side effects.  But doctors warn-don't just 

stop taking the medication without checking with your own physician.  The FDA will allow Advair and 

Symbicort those medications contain a drug to open up breathing passages-but also a steroid to lower 

inflammation that causes passages to narrow. 

 

12/13/08 

10pm 

A man is taken to a Wichita hospital after falling into a 20 foot hole.  Emergency workers say the man was 

walking by a construction site on South Palisade when he got too close.  Someone walking by heard the 

man call for help and called 911.  It took crews about 15 minutes to get him out.  He was alert and talking 

the entire time.  Paramedics took him to the hospital in serious condition.  EMS workers said he 

complained of back pain from the fall.  The area where he fell is marked with security fencing. 

 

12/14/08 

10pm 

SIDS or Sudden Infant Death Syndrome is the leading cause of death for children under four.  Today the 

SIDS Network of Kansas held a memorial service to remember children who have died.  The event featured 

music, poetry and a candle lighting ceremony.  It also gave people that have lost a child to SIDS a chance 

to talk about what they're going through.  Thanks to research and education deaths related to SIDS have 

fallen more than 50-percent since 1983.  For information on preventing SIDS go to the HealthWatch 

section at www.kwch.com  

 

12/15/08 

10pm 

15 people living in one house all go to the hospital for carbon monoxide poisoning and seven of them are 

kids.  They're members of two families living in the same Garden City home.  At least one of the victims 

had been fainting over the last couple days, but no one thought anything was wrong until everyone got sick.  

Wichita fire officials say carbon monoxide can sneak up on you.  Bricknell suggests having a technician 

check your heating system at the start of the season and getting a carbon-monoxide detector for your home. 

 

12/17/08 

7am 

Be careful as you hit the road this morning.  While some roads are clear others are still covered in snow 

from yesterday's winter weather.  Be especially careful on bridges, elevated roads and side streets.  There's 

more news on www.kwch.com  

 

12/18/08 

7am 

Both sides agree it's time to stop drunk driving but one organization disagrees on how law enforcement 

should do that.  The American Beverage institute says DUI checkpoints catch few drunk drivers compared 

to the manpower police use.  Instead, the organization says police should use saturation patrols.  That's 

when officers patrol general areas looking specifically for drunk drivers.  Wichita police use both strategies 

and say the important part is simply doing something.  So far this year Wichita Police have conducted two 

dozen DUI checkpoints and saturation patrols.  The Sedgwick County Sheriff's Office plans eleven for next 

year. 
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12/18/08 

10pm 

We learn this Abilene day care will appeal its state suspension even though it turned itself in.  The Learn 

and Grow Depot shut down earlier this month; investigators say video from a webcam shows children tied 

to chairs and thrown under the sink.  The center will have to appeal because the state says that's the only 

way it will have a chance to reopen.  As for a criminal investigation into what happened the Police Chief 

told us he turned the case over to the county attorney to decide whether to file charges against any of the 

workers.  The county attorney hasn't returned out calls yet. 

 

12/19/08 

7am 

An Abilene day care will appeal its state suspension even though it turned itself in.  The Learn and Grow 

Depot shut down earlier this month.  Investigators say video from a webcam shows children tied to chairs 

and thrown under the sink.  The state says an appeal is the only way the center will even have a chance to 

re-open.  There's no word yet on whether any criminal charges will be filed against any of the workers. 

 

12/22/08 

7am 

A woman comes home from church to find her house on fire.  This happened just before noon Sunday in 

the 23-hundred block of University, near the Friends campus in West Wichita.  The fire started in the front 

bedroom & crews were able to contain the flames to that area.  The rest of the home had smoke damage; 

there were no injuries.   Investigators do not know how the fire started--but think it may have been an 

electrical problem. 

 

12/24/08 

8am 

Firefighters are thankful this fire in Butler County didn't turn out worse.  A garage in Leon caught fire with 

barrels of gasoline inside.  Crews kept the fire contained to the garage and the gas didn't explode.  

Investigators are trying to figure out how the fire started. 

 

12/25/08 

7am 

A man is dead after he's ejected from his car in Seward County.  Jonathan Scott was eastbound on Bluebill 

Road a few miles east of Liberal Wednesday morning.  Highway Patrol says he over corrected, skidded 

across the highway and rolled several times.  They also say he was not wearing a seat belt. 

 

12/25/08 

10pm 

An afternoon fire destroyed much of Christmas for an Augusta family.  Family members were having 

Christmas dinner at a relative's when a neighbor called to tell them their house was on fire.  Fire crews 

found heavy smoke and flames when they arrived.  They were able to knock the fire down, but not before it 

destroyed all the Christmas presents.  Family members tell us tonight they are just glad no one was home at 

the time.  Investigators still don't know what caused the fire. 

 

12/27/08 

10pm 

Transportation officials will decide whether or not to install guard cables like these on Kansas highways.  

The cables would go between the road and the median.  K-DOT began looking into the cables after five 



 

 

people died in crossover crashes last year.  The cables would help prevent vehicles from going through the 

median and into on-coming traffic.  There are at least 25 other states that use the cables. 
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12/28/08 

10pm 

A Hutchinson man loses two fingers in a fireworks accident.  Police say the man was celebrating with a 

group of friends this afternoon when the fireworks blew up in his hand.  He was air-lifted to Wesley 

Medical Center in Wichita.  The 44-year-old man could face criminal charges for using homemade 

explosives.  Police are not releasing his name. 

 

12/29/08 

7am 

State transportation officials are looking at something new for Kansas highways, they're guard cables.  The 

cables like these would go between the road and the median.  They would prevent vehicles from going 

across the median and into on-coming traffic.  K-DOT began looking into the cables after five people died 

in crossover crashes last year. 

 

12/29/08 

10pm 

For asthma sufferers tonight; come January first pharmacists have to pull old inhalers off the shelves.  The 

FDA said those inhalers contain ozone depleting chemicals.  Pharmacist said customers don't like the new 

inhalers because they taste and feel different.  They also cost twice as much.  But patients have been 

stocking up for months.  Pharmacists at Barney's Deep Discount Drugs said they sold their last old inhaler 

this morning.  They've been integrating the new inhalers for almost two years. 

 

12/30/08 

8am 

A rude awakening for guests at a west Wichita hotel because of a fire overnight; two guests at the Stratford 

House Inn on west Kellogg called 9-1-1 around 2:45 this morning after seeing smoke coming from a room 

below them.     When fire crews arrived they found heavy smoke and fire coming from a ground floor 

room.  They quickly went to work putting out the fire which they were able to contain to just the one room.  

No one was hurt in the fire.    Investigators aren't sure if anyone was staying in the room where the fire 

started. 

 

12/31/08 

7am 

Two family pets are dead after a fire at an east Wichita duplex late last night.  Shortly after eleven a passer-

by spotted the fire at the duplex on East English; that's near Douglas and Oliver.  When fire crews got 

there, they found heavy smoke and flames coming from one side of the duplex.  No people were home at 

the time, but a dog and cat inside were killed.  There's no word yet on how the fire started.  

 

12/31/08 

10pm 

It's a free way to get home from your New Years Eve celebration tonight.  But few people are taking 

advantage.  This is the fourth year Triple-A and Mothers against Drunk driving have offered a free cab ride 

home through a program called care cab.  The groups send fliers out to more than 370 Wichita bars and 

drinking establishments.   But each year, care cab has only about 60 to 80 calls.  People we talked with say 

they've seen plenty of bar-goers who need a ride but think they can drive home.  Care Cab is available to 

anyone in Sedgwick County.  To get a free ride home tonight call Best Cab at 838-2233.  You must ask for 



 

 

a Care Cab ride.  And remember, it's a free ride home; the cab service won't take you to another bar or 

party. 
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10/02/08 

10pm 

Will a revised bill be enough to change minds and get members of the house to vote for a bailout bill?  

Party leaders are counting heads before tomorrow's vote.  The new version of the bill includes billions of 

dollars for new projects like tax breaks, and an increase in the federal deposit insurance amount to 250-

thousand dollars.  That's on top of the original plan to buy risky assets from financial institutions.  Leaders 

admit the bill isn't perfect, but it's the best solution they have for now.  Right now they can't predict 

whether or not it will pass. 

 

10/03/08 

7am 

It's once again decision day in the U.S. House as Legislators take up a revised bailout plan for Wall Street.  

The Senate passed the bill Wednesday night and is similar to the one the House rejected earlier this week.  

But this new version includes some tax cuts and an increase in the Federal deposit insurance amount for 

bank account.  Eyewitness News will be watching today's vote; look for the results as soon as we get them 

at www.kwch.com  

 

10/03/08 

10pm 

So how did your Kansas Congressional members vote for the bailout plan?  Representative Dennis Moore 

voted in favor of it.  Congresswoman Nancy Boyda, Congressman Jerry Moran and Congressman Todd 

Tiahrt all voted against the plan. 

 

10/09/08 

7am 

Wichita city officials will interview city manager candidates this time next month.  Wednesday, the search 

committee spent the afternoon narrowing down the applicants.  22 people applied for the job...but the 

consultants think only about half of those are qualified for the job.  The search committee will announce the 

finalists by the end of the month.  The search committee says more than one of those candidates will 

interview for the job.  They hope to hire someone by the end of the year. 

 

10/09/08 

10pm 

Continuing our Campaign 08 coverage…this election is already breaking records in advance voting.  More 

than 60 thousand mail in ballots are ready to be mailed.  That's three times as many requested in the 2004 

presidential election. 

 

10/10/08 

7am 

Kansas City election officials are questioning hundreds of voter registration forms.  They're looking for 

evidence of fraud involving people registered by the national group ACOM.  The group's accused of 

submitting forms with false or duplicate names.  The same accusations it faced in 2004 and 2006.  Bonita 

Peterson learned she's a victim.  One election official doesn't think the fraud is to sway the vote-but done by 

workers trying to make more money.  ACOM workers are paid for completed forms and have to meet 

http://www.kwch.com/


 

 

quotas.  We called the Sedgwick County Election office.  They said they haven’t seen any fraudulent voter 

registration forms. 

 

10/10/08 

10pm 

County workers are putting in overtime with the election now less than a month away.  In Harvey County 

workers say they're busier than in the previous years’ registering new voters and sending out advance 

ballots.  If you want to vote in the upcoming election you need to register soon.  The deadline is October 

20th.  Early voting here in Kansas begins next Wednesday, the 15th. 
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10/14/08 

10pm 

Continuing our Campaign 08 coverage; the attacks continue from two candidates vying for a U.S. Senate 

seat.  Former Congressman Jim Slattery is running against Senator Pat Roberts.  The two participated in a 

debate hosted by the Kansas Association of Broadcasters today.  They talked about the Wall Street crisis, 

what Congress should do about an energy policy and immigration issues.  Each candidate had 90 seconds 

to answer a question and 30 seconds for rebuttal.  At times both candidates wanted to say more.  You'll find 

the entire debate at www.kwch.com we'll also rebroadcast it Saturday night at 11:05 pm on KWCH-TV 12 

and you can catch it on the Kansas CW Sunday afternoon at 3.  That's channel 33 or cable channel 5. 

 

10/15/08 

7am 

Another debate set for today in Kansas City between two candidates vying for a u-s senate seat.  Former 

Congressman Jim Slattery is running against Senator Pat Roberts.  The two debated yesterday in Wichita.  

They talked about the Wall Street crisis, what congress should do about an energy policy and immigration 

issues.  Each candidate had 90 seconds to answer a question and 30 seconds for rebuttal.  At times both 

candidates wanted to say more.  You'll find the entire debate at www.kwch.com we’ll also rebroadcast it 

Saturday night at 11:05 on KWCH and again Sunday afternoon at 3 on the KSCW, over-the-air on Channel 

33 or cable channel 5. 

 

10/19/08 

10pm 

Tomorrow is the last day to register to vote in Kansas.  Registration forms must be postmarked no later 

than Monday to vote in the November fourth election.  Forms are available at your local election office, 

Quik Trip and Dillon’s stores; you can also print them off at www.kwch.com  

 

10/20/08 

10pm 

Two weeks until the election and if you haven't registered to vote it’s too late now; voters flooded county 

election offices trying to get their forms in last minute...before this evening's deadline.  In Sedgwick 

County election officials expect an 80 percent turnout. 

 

10/21/08 

10pm 

Continuing our Campaign 08 coverage…two weeks until the election and tomorrow morning voters in 

Sedgwick County can begin casting their ballots.  People in other parts of the state have already done that.  

Hundreds voted at this polling place in Topeka.  Many had to wait in long lines.  Learn more about when 

you can start voting at www.kwch.com/campaign 08.com 

 

10/22/08 

7am 
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People in Salina will have to decide whether they want a new aquatic center.  They'll have to pay for it by 

increasing the city's sales tax.  The extra money will also help with economic development and street 

projects.  In all ten cities in Kansas have sales tax questions on their ballots.  Get all the information about 

your town at www.kwch.com  

 

10/22/08 

10pm 

More than expected with long lines stretching out the door; our Campaign 08 coverage shows people in 

Sedgwick County began advanced voting today.  The election commissioner said the turnout is double that 

of the first day of voting back in 2004.  Voter registration numbers are also breaking records.  In Sedgwick 

County more than 257 thousand people are registered to vote, in Kansas more than 1-point-7 million.  767-

thousand of them are Republicans, 478-thousand are Democrats and almost as many 475-thousand are 

unaffiliated. 
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10/23/08 

7am 

Covering Campaign 08…advance voting in person has only been open one day in Sedgwick County and 

already hundreds have cast their ballots.  More than 750 people voted in advance yesterday; double the 

number from back in 2004.  The Sedgwick County Election Commissioner says lines sometimes stretched 

outside the building.  15 Satellite advance voting locations open next week. For complete times and 

locations go to www.kwch.com and click Campaign 08. 

 

10/24/08 

7am 

This morning we have an idea of how the presidential election will turn out in Kansas.  Our Factfinder 12 

scientific survey asked 600 Kansas voters who would you vote for?  53 percent said they would vote for 

Republican John McCain and 41 percent said they would vote for Democrat Barack Obama.  For the results 

of this and other surveys click Campaign 08 at www.kwch.com  

 

10/25/08 

10pm 

Advance voting continues Monday.  You can vote in person from 8 to 5 at the election office in downtown 

Wichita.  On Tuesday 15 Satellite voting centers open around Sedgwick County.  Advance voting in person 

ends at noon on November 3rd.  A reminder; mail in ballots must be post-marked no later than 7:00pm on 

Election Day. 

 

10/27/08 

7am 

Advance voting continues today at the Sedgwick County election office in downtown Wichita.  Tomorrow 

15 satellite voting centers will open around Sedgwick County.  Advance voting in person ends at noon on 

November 3rd.  Mail-in ballots must be post-marked no later than 7:00pm on Election Day.  For a closer 

look at advance voting times and locations click on Campaign 08 at www.kwch.com  

 

10/27/08 

10pm 

Donations ranging from 20 dollars to500; expenditures that include payments for advertising time even 

money for candy to hand out at a parade.  Those are the kinds of details you can find in campaign finance 

reports due today.  Candidates have to show who gave them money and how they spent it.  In the race for 

Sedgwick County Commission District 2 150 people contributed to the campaign of incumbent Tim 

Norton.  Challenger Craig Gable gave 50 thousand dollars of his own money to his campaign.  You can 

read the finance reports for yourself through a link at www.kwch.com  
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10/28/08 

10pm 

One week from tonight we may know who will be the next president.  But tonight election offices across 

the state have a lot of work to prepare.  Many tested their voting machines this morning.  In Topeka eight 

election inspectors of different political parties observed as workers tested the machines.  In Sedgwick 

County the Election Commissioner tells us workers tested each type of voting equipment; from the voting 

machines to the ballot readers   to the computer that adds up the votes.  The Election Commissioner told us 

the testing verified that all machines are working properly.  If you haven't voted you now can go to the 

satellite offices check out www.kwch.com for information under Campaign 08. 

 

10/31/08 

7am 

Advance voting continues ahead of next Tuesday's election.  An estimated 17 million Americans have 

already cast their ballot.  To find an advance voting location near you click Campaign 08 at 

www.kwch.com  

 

 

 

POLITICS Q-4 

 

11/01/08 

10pm 

The Secretary of State predicts 78-percent of registered voters in Kansas will vote early, mail in their 

ballots or head the polls on Election Day.  Here are the latest numbers; in Sedgwick County 40-thousand 

people have already voted in advance.  Election organizers have received 62-thousand mail-in ballots of the 

74-thousand sent out.  There are 261-thousand registered voters in Sedgwick County.  For information on 

how to vote early go to www.kwch.com/campaign08 

 

11/02/08 

10pm 

Here are few election reminders; early voting in person ends at noon tomorrow.  If you are mailing your 

ballot it must be in the Election office no later than seven Tuesday Night.  Polls open at 6 on Election Day 

and close at seven.  Then stays with KWCH all night long as the returns come in; we'll have them here on-

air and online at www.kwch.com  

 

11/04/08 

7am 

Both parties expect Republican John McCain to carry Kansas and its six electoral votes in this election.  

But local Democrats hope a surge of new voters gives Democrat Barack Obama a better-than-usual 

showing.  Kansas Democrats believe Obama could capture more than 40 percent of the state's vote.  The 

last Democrat to do that was Michael Dukakis in 1988.  No Democrat has actually won Kansas since 

Lyndon Johnson in 1964.  

 

11/04/08 

10pm 

We're also following races for the U.S. House; in District four Republican Congressman Todd Tiahrt keeps 

his seat.  He has a majority of the vote.  He has beaten out Democrat and State Senator Donald Betts.  

Tiahrt has been in Congress since 1994. 

 

11/05/08 

7am 

Current Undersheriff Bob Hinshaw beat Democratic challenger Walt Kuykendall.  Hinshaw was endorsed 

by current Sheriff Gary Steed.  Hinshaw says some of the first plans he has are filling some upper-level 

positions starting a new recruitment program and presenting a pay study to county commissioners.  

Meanwhile things are staying the same in the Sedgwick County D.A.’s office.  Current District Attorney 

Nola Foulston bested her first challenger in 20 years Mark Schoenhofer.  Schoenhofer was in West Wichita 
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last night with a roomful of supporters.  It was a somber party from early in the evening when advance 

voting results showed Foulston with a solid lead.  Still Schoenhofer says it has been a learning experience, 

one he doesn't regret.  Foulston watched the results with friends and co-workers from her home last night.  

When asked if she had any words for her opponent she said no.   

 

11/06/08 

8am 

Speculation continues over whether Kansas Governor Kathleen Sebelius could be one of those headed for 

Washington.  Sebelius was one of Barack Obama's earliest supporters.  Now there's talk she could be asked 

to serve in Obama's cabinet.  Cabinet positions discussed include Secretary of Education, Commerce, 

Energy or Health & Human services. 

 

11/06/08 

10pm 

The election may be over but tonight some races are still too close to call.  From the Senate race in 

Minnesota between comedian Al Franken and incumbent Norm Coleman.  To a Kansas State House race in 

Newton; 

to the tiny town of Willard near Topeka where the mayor still doesn't know whether a sales tax issue 

passed.  Money from the sales tax would help build streets for this small town.  But tonight it's still a tie; 

you see 13 people voted for the tax and 13 others voted against it.  The vote will be officially decided 

Monday if the tie doesn't break? .Kansas law says the sale tax automatically fails.  By the way in case 

you're wonder Willard's population is 86. 

POLITICS Q-4 

 

11/07/08 

10pm 

Just as one campaign ends the next one begins.  Congressman Jerry Moran has filed paperwork allowing 

him to accept money to run for the U.S. Senate.  Moran says he plans to run for Sam Brownback's seat 

when the Senator retires in 2010.  Brownback is expected to run for Governor.  Moran currently has an 82-

percent approval rating, the highest of any Republican in the country.  The western Kansas Congressman 

easily won re-election three days ago. 

 

11/09/08 

10pm 

Election officials in Sedgwick County will count provisional ballots from Tuesday's election this week.  

The board of canvassers meets tomorrow to verify the ballots.  Election offices across the state will do the 

same in the next few days if they haven't already.   

 

11/10/08 

10pm 

Almost a week later election results are certified in Sedgwick County.  New tonight…the Wichita school 

bond passes by an even bigger margin.  The Board of Canvassers approved about 80 percent of provisional 

ballots.  The rest were thrown out; those are ballots that came in late, were not signed or didn't have a valid 

address.  The final count didn't change any other races. 

 

11/12/08 

7am 

A weekend trip to Chicago is prompting more speculation that Governor Kathleen Sebelius may play in a 

role in President-elect Obama's administration.  A spokesperson said the governor was in Chicago 

celebrating her husband's 59th birthday.  But the windy city is also the home of Barack Obama's transition 

team.  The spokesperson says Sebelius' trip was planned well in advance of the election and the governor 

did not meet with Obama or members of his transition team. 

 

11/16/08 

10pm 



 

 

KU honors former President George H.W. Bush for his years of public service.  The 41st president received 

this year's Dole Leadership prize in Lawrence this afternoon.  But not everything went off as planned.  

Anti-war hecklers interrupted bush three times during his speech.  The former president seemed to take it 

all in stride.  Each fall the Dole Institute gives the award to a person or group whose leadership helped to 

inspire others. 

 

11/17/08 

7am 

A former U.S. President comes to Kansas to be honored for his years of public service.  The 

41stPpresident, George H.W. Bush received this year's Dole Leadership prize at the University of Kansas 

in Lawrence Sunday.  But not everything went off as planned.  Anti-war hecklers interrupted Bush three 

times during his speech.  Each fall the Dole Institute gives the award to a person or group whose leadership 

helped to inspire others. 

 

11/19/08 

7am 

Kansas has a new State Treasurer.  Governor Kathleen Sebelius appointed House Minority Leader Dennis 

McKinney to the position.  MicKinney is from Greensburg, he will replace Lynn Jenkins.  Jenkins is 

resigning as Treasurer after winning the state's 2nd District seat in the U.S. House. 
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11/21/08 

7am 

And Washington insiders are still buzzing about our own Governor, Kathleen Sebelius.  An early Obama 

supporter, Sebelius is now mentioned as a possible Secretary for Education, Energy or Labor.  We asked 

some local lawmakers about her prospects.  Democrat Tom Sawyer said Sebelius would be a good choice 

for any of those posts.  Republican Steve Brunk said she's a good choice if Obama is looking for a fresh 

face.  For more on Sebelius' potential appointment and qualifications check out our website at 

www.kwch.com  

 

11/21/08 

10pm 

He just won re-election but Congressman Todd Tiahrt appears to have his eyes set on another office.  A 

spokesperson said Tiahrt is laying the groundwork for a Senate campaign.  The Congressman tells the 

Associated Press that he's traveled the state and made phone calls about running.  Congressman Jerry 

Moran has filed paperwork allowing him to accept contributions for a Senate bid.  Sam Brownback is 

expected to leave the Senate and run for Kansas Governor in 2010.   

 

11/28/08 

10pm 

Top Republicans in the Kansas legislature say Governor Sebelius needs to cut spending immediately.  The 

Governor has already told state agencies to plan on a  3-percent budget cut but hasn't ordered one.  State 

budgets will be the topic when President-elect Obama meets with governors next week Sebelius among 

them.  The governors want any new economic stimulus package to include help for states facing budget 

problems.  Tuesday's meeting is bound to fuel talk of a potential cabinet position for Sebelius.  She's 

considered a front-runner several jobs including labor, energy and transportation secretary.  

 

11/30/08 

10pm 

http://www.kwch.com/


 

 

There's still no word if Kansas Governor Kathleen Sebelius will be part of Obama's cabinet.  She's been 

mentioned for everything from labor secretary to energy secretary.  Sebelius will meet with the President-

elect on Tuesday.  She'll join other governors at an economic summit in Philadelphia.  Many governors say 

any new economic stimulus package must include help for states facing budget problems. 

 

12/03/08 

7am 

The Wichita city council said yes.  Now Sedgwick County officials will have to decide whether to approve 

a special tax district around the new downtown arena.  The tax increment financing or TIF district will take 

the taxes generated in a 20 block area of downtown and use them to fund infrastructure.  Those are things 

like the roads and landscaping.  The original proposal called for thirty blocks... but was changed after some 

county commissioners wanted a smaller district.  The county has 30 days to vote on the proposal. 

 

12/05/08 

10pm 

The clock is ticking for the Wichita Greyhound Park.  The state says if the park doesn't have a plan to re-

open by June they will revoke the facility's license.  The park closed last year after voters rejected slot 

machines in Sedgwick County.  Owner Phil Ruffin says he won't re-open the park unless the legislature 

allows slot machines.  He plans to petition lawmakers to do just that when they return to Topeka next 

month. 
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12/06/08 

10pm 

Kansas Governor Kathleen Sebelius takes herself out of the running for a cabinet position.  The governor 

said the state's financial problems are too great for her to leave.  Budget experts said Kansas faces a one-

hundred-forty million dollar budget shortfall by end of the current fiscal year in June.  That could grow to 

1-billion dollars by 2010.  Sebelius had been a front-runner for everything from Labor Secretary to 

Transportation and Energy.  In a statement the governor said quote, "The possibility of joining President-

Elect Obama's team is exciting and compelling, but my service to the citizens who elected me is my top 

priority in these difficult times."  Despite her decision political insiders said Sebelius may still end up in 

Washington.  Many believe Sebelius will run for the senate in 2010 when Sam Brownback leaves.  He's 

expected to run for Governor himself.  Democratic officials said Obama will nominate this man, retired 

Army General Eric Shinseki to head the department of Veterans Affairs.   Shinseki is the former army chief 

of staff.  An official announcement is expected tomorrow. 

 

12/17/08 

7am 

Hutchinson's smoking ban will stay as is.  The ordinance in Hutchinson has banned smoking in most 

restaurants since 2005.  But one group hoped to expand it to all public and work places.  The city council 

had the option of drafting an ordinance or sending the issue to voters but decided against it.  The issue 

could still come up for a vote if the anti-smoking group gets enough people to sign a petition for a vote. 

 


