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News Coverage and Community Issues

The following compilation features 10 news stories and community topics aired by WBCU 
Radio in the fourth quarter of 2018. WBCU Airs five local newscast during it broadcast day: 
Monday through Friday at 6:33 am, 7:33 am, 8:37 am, 12:37 pm, and 5:35 pm. A “Week in 
Review” program featuring the top stories of the week airs four times each Saturday at 6:30 am, 
7:30 am, 8:30 am, and 12:35 pm.

In compiling the fourth quarter report, stories were considered for their importance and 
community impact. The 10 selected stories also  provide a well-rounded cumulative and what 
WBCU accomplishes with each newscast, keeping Union County citizens up-to-date on matters 
that are important to both individuals and the communities in which they live.

The stories are in no particular order of importance.



4th quarter 2018 interview programs (ranging from 5-50 minutes in length):

October 11, 2018 Mark Wade and Lee Brannon—Fire Safety Month

October 29, 2018 Political debate—Union County School Board District 5

October 30, 2018 Political debate—Union County School Board District 8

October 31, 2018 Michelle Sinclair—Union County Craft Show

November 1, 2018 Political debate—City Council District 1

November 2, 2018 Political debate—City Council District 5

November 5, 2018 Political debate—Union County School Board District 9

November 7, 2018 Taylor Atkinson—Union County Library System fall activities

November 8, 2018 Cindy Fore—Union County Veterans Affairs—Veterans Day 
Parade/ceremony information

November 8, 2018 Amber Ivey—Union County Arts Council schedule

November 16, 2018 Jim and Kathy Stepp—Union County Meals on Wheels—raffle 
drawing and information on the group

November 19, 2018 Greta Bailey—Union County Health Care Foundation Christmas 
Gala

November 27, 2018 David Wells—Tabernacle Baptist Church Christmas dinner theater

December 4, 2018 Anita Cochran—artist interview on her new song “Fight Like a Girl”
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4th Quarter News Stories

11-2-18-A

Lockhart Power Company, The County of Union and Palmetto Clean Fuels staged a 

ribbon Cutting Thursday Morning to open two new re-charging station for hybrid/electric 

vehicles. Union Mayor Harold Thompson opened the ribbon cutting with welcoming 

comments saying that there is no charge for anyone wanting to use the stations. Landon 

Masters, coordinator for Palmetto Clean Fuels told the group the project is Federally 

Funded by the Department of Energy.

Bryan Stone who is the COO of Lockhart power said there are now 10 charging stations 

in Union County. Two new stations at Timken Park and two each at USC-Union, 

Spartanburg Community College, Union Campus, the City of Union near city Hall and also 

in Lockhart. Stone also commented that all the power generated by Lockhart Power 

comes from renewable energy.



10-4-18-A

Rob Fraim, Emergency Management Director for Union County issued a statement 

saying, “A bird found at a residence in the vicinity of Union County Airport has been 

tested by DHEC and found to be positive for West Nile virus.

There are no human cases of the disease; however Emergency Management arranged 

for a water-based spraying of pesticide to eradicate the mosquito population within a 

half mile radius of the target address. The pesticide does not pose a health risk to 

humans or animals. However, beekeepers in the area should relocate or cover their 

hives until spraying has been completed in the target area.  

Spraying was scheduled for Wednesday evening around 7:00 p.m.



10-4-18-D

This month, members of the Union County First Steps Board Nominating Committee will 

meet to consider nominations for new members of the Board.  They are asking for 

nominations from the public to be considered by the committee so that a pool of 

qualified nominees can be presented to the full board.

They say Keep in mind that the board is looking for members to meet certain membership 

categories and who are willing to make the necessary time commitment to Union County 

First Steps Board.  Those categories are: Pre-kindergarten through primary educator; 

family education, training, and support provider; childcare and/or early childhood 

development/education provider; healthcare provider; local government; nonprofit 

organization that provides services to families and children; faith community; business 

community; philanthropic community; and parents of preschool children.

A nomination form should be completed and returned to Laura Wade, by Friday, Oct.19 

at 733 Main St., Buffalo, SC 29321 or by email, lwade@union.k12.sc.us. 

Please call Mrs. Laura Wade at 864-466-7647 for more information or to request a 

nomination form, a Board Responsibilities information sheet, and the categories of 

individuals as defined in the First Steps legislation that must be elected to the board. 



11-16-18-A

Major Frank O’Neal with the Narcotics Division of the South Carolina Law Enforcement 

Division spoke to a healthy group of Community Leaders, Clergy and Law Enforcement 

on the subject of The Blunt Truth. The program was arranged by Union County Sheriff 

David Taylor to bring attention to the true facts about Marijuana consumption. Major 

O’Neal began by saying that “we are for anything medically prescribed by a doctor”. He 

added, “marijuana is not a prescribed drug. For one thing he said there is no standard of 

purity with the drug. State Senator Shawn Martin and House member elect Doug Gilliam 

were on hand for the presentation and both agreed they expect legislation is expected 

to be introduced when the General Assembly convenes in January. Major O’Neal said in 

the states that have legalized the drug for medical use has go to recreational use. He 

said the issue has nothing to do with health but is about money and greed. He called 

the argument for Medical Marijuana is just part of a con-job. He told the group that 

Opioid and Marijuana addiction is the same adding that more teens are currently in 

rehab for marijuana than alcohol. Major O’Neal is available to speak to groups here 

about the issue.



11-27-18-A

Parking on Union’s Main Street was the topic of conversation Monday night when the 

Union City Council, Public Safety committee called for an open discussion about then 

issue. That committee is made up of three council members, Vicki Morgan serving as 

the Chair and Pamela Sloss and Robert Garner as members. The well attended 

meeting of Merchants, Shoppers and the public first heard from Public Safety Chief, 

Sam White who first noted that the Main Street Business District has changed. One of 

the issues he noted he called attention to was that there is no signage to inform motorist 

as to the time limits on parking. Two hours is generally the time limit for parking 

however there are some areas that only allow for 30-minute parking. There are no signs 

designating Loading and Un-loading zones even through there is a 60-minute limit on 

that. No limit is placed on Handicap Drivers, Disable Veterans or Purple Heart 

Recipients. White said the fine for overtime parking is $5.00 and doubles if not paid after 

five days. State law says thirty days is the limit before the penalty can be increased. The 

chief said his priority would be to mark the time limits on the street. In many cases 

White admitted that many of the problems were actually the responsibility of his 

department. 

He also suggested the fine to be higher and that they employee new technology of 

scanners to police overtime parking. The cost of the scanners would be $19,000. Wheel 

locks could also come into play if approved by the full Council. 

Mayor Harold Thompson commented that he thinks the place to start would be with 

signage and enforcement. He added, “we are not going to solve the problem overnight.



10-30-18-I

A rather large group of area citizens turned out at the Main Street Junction Monday 

evening to hear Freddie B Pough, the Director of the South Carolina Department of 

Juvenile Justice to hear about his new visions for the department. DJJ is a cabinet 

agency responsible for providing custodial care and rehabilitation for the state’s youth 

offenders who are incarcerated, on probation or parole or in community placement for a 

criminal or status offences. Pough believes he has some ideas that will improve the 

agency. 

The Department of Juvenile Justice operates its own school district for youth, accredited 

by the Department of Education. Students attend middle and high school classes and 

can earn their GED or high school diploma while under DJJ supervision. More than 135 

students earned a diploma or GED during the 2017 – 2018 school year. The agency 

also partners with colleges and universities so DJJ youth can earn college credit while 

in commitment.



12-19-18-D

It is now official. Aileen Ashe is no longer the Mayor of the Town of Lockhart. Ashe 

officially tendered her resignation Tuesday night at a regular meeting of the Town 

Council. Ashe has served in that position for 17 years. A large crowd attended the 

meeting in what could be described as a celebration atmosphere. There were many 

accolades offered by citizens and public officials. The now retired Mayor told the group. 

She told those attending that her final decision to resign the job was the closing of their 

school and in effect destroying “our town. She called it a “bully trick by the School 

Board.

By virtue of her position as Mayor Pro-Tem, Connie Porter will take the gavel and serve 

in that position until the Town Election, March 5th. Porter has already filed paper work to 

run for that office as has local citizen Ray Duncan. 

Two council persons will also be elected. The filing dead line is Friday, December 21st at 

12-noon.

 



12-19-18-E

Related to that story an inquiry made to School Board Chairperson, Dr. Wanda All as to 

why the Board has refused to lift the restriction on the building, which the Board voted to 

give to the building community, that prohibits any kind of school and educational 

program being established there.

Attempts to contact All by telephone were unsuccessful so we asked district personnel 

to contact her for us. An email message to Dr. All read, Mike Stevens just called to say 

he would like to get a statement from you as to why the Board voted not to remove the 

clause in the contract for Lockhart School regarding not being allowed to have a school 

in that building.”

Her response was, “Please let Mr. Stevens know that I as chair I am not able to give a 

statement as to why the Board voted the way it did in this matter. I can only speak to 

one of the nine votes that were cast which was mine.

A reason for that provision when the initial motion was made by Board Member 

Manning Jeter, and as a result of a second vote Monday night at their regular meeting, 

has never been stated.



12-7-18-A

As mentioned in a previous newscast, there were a lot of elements to Wednesday’s City 

Council Workshop. One of the matters discussed was about doing a wage and 

compensation study. It was noted that the wage scale for City employees have not been 

adjusted in sometime. The council agreed to conduct such a study with the intent of 

perhaps bringing wages in line with those in of others in similar jobs.

Security in City Hall appeared to be a matter of concern to the council. The problem is 

not one come up with any thoughts as to what needs to be done. They decided to refer 

the matter to a professional security company to make an evaluation of the building and 

make a recommendation to the council after the first of the year. 

Along that same line, there was discussion about the use of cameras in the down town. 

Again, the council will seek a professional recommendation on the matter.

Apparently, the Union County Museum has out grown its space at the current location. 

Mentioned as a possible building that could serve the purpose is the former Graham 

Cash store. It was suggested that there is more than enough space to house the facility 

with perhaps enough space left open that could be utilized for other purposes. 

According to statements at the meeting some preliminary actions have been initiated 

toward that purpose. 



12-7-18-B

Broad River Electric Charities has distributed $15,300 from its Operation Round Up® 

fund to local charities this holiday season. The 17 organizations and initiatives represent 

a broad spectrum of causes and ministries, including toy drives, special needs, and 

education.

Among the charities receiving the donations is WBCU Radio that received $1,000 to 

support their annual holiday toy drive for local children, “Truck Full of Toys.”

 “It is inspiring to see the impact these organizations have on our communities,” said Broad River 
Electric Charities Board member Nancy Jordan. “We thank the Broad River Electric membership 
for their generosity and the trust placed in our board to select these recipients.”

Funds from Operation Round Up are distributed quarterly through Broad River Electric 

Charities, Inc, which is governed by a 7-member board representing the cooperative 

and the three major counties it serves – Cherokee, Union, and Spartanburg. Members 

of the Charities Board are Daisy Lemons and Nancy Jordan of Cherokee County, Jane 

Rhinehart and Barbara Whitney of Spartanburg County, Carolyn Belue and Carol Smith 

of Union County and Broad River Electric President and CEO Terry Mallard (ex-officio). 

Organizations wishing to request funds can contact the cooperative to begin the 

application process.

http://www.wbcuradio.com/

