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News Coverage and Community Issues

The following compilation features 10 news stories and community topics aired by WBCU 
Radio in the first quarter of 2018. WBCU Airs five local newscast during it broadcast day: 
Monday through Friday at 6:33 am, 7:33 am, 8:37 am, 12:37 pm, and 5:35 pm. A “Week in 
Review” program featuring the top stories of the week airs four times each Saturday at 6:30 am, 
7:30 am, 8:30 am, and 12:35 pm.

In compiling the first quarter report, stories were considered for their importance and community 
impact. The 10 selected stories also  provide a well-rounded cumulative and what WBCU 
accomplishes with each newscast, keeping Union County citizens up-to-date on matters that are 
important to both individuals and the communities in which they live.

The stories are in no particular order of importance.

ALSO FEATURED IS A LIST OF ON-AIR INTERVIEW PROGRAMS AIRED ON WBCU IN 
THE FIRST QUARTER. THE SHOWS ARE ON A VARIETY OF EVENTS AND TOPICS 
IMPORTANT TO THE COMMUNITY. THE INTERVIEWS RANGED FROM 20-50 
MINUTES IN LENGTH AND ARE LOCALLY PRODUCED BY WBCU.

Table of Contents

LIST OF INTERVIEW PROGRAMS



1 - Task force conducts prostitution sting

2 - School Board closes Lockhart School

3 - Arts Council honors student artist

4 - Police officers capture escapee

5 - Freeze causes damage to library’s temporary location

6 - Major sewer line problems cause concern for Lockhart leaders

7- School Board signs Ethical Principles pledge

8 - Habitat for Humanity reports successful year

9- Underage drinking party bust results in numerous arrests

10 - Union School Superintendent responds to Florida school shooting

1st quarter 2018 interview programs (ranging from 20-50 minutes in length):

January 9th—Amber Ivey with the Union County Arts Council—January activities



January 25th—Greta Bailey with the Union County Health Care Foundation—Shag Night 
fundraiser

February 12th—Amber Ivey with the Union County Arts Council—February activities

February 19th—Tommy Sinclair and Freddie Gault w/ Union County Republican Party—
visit from Lt. Governor and state treasurer

February 22nd—Toccoa Switzer with Piedmont Physic Garden—upcoming workshops

February 22nd-- Greta Bailey with the Union County Health Care Foundation—Shag 
Night fundraiser

March 1st-- Amber Ivey with the Union County Arts Council—March activities

March 8th—Taylor Atkinson with Union County Carnegie Library—opening of satellite 
locations

March 13th—David Wells with Tabernacle Baptist Church—Living Lord’s Supper and 
Easter musical

March 14th—Alexandra Lautenschlager w/ DCI Clinic—Kidney Disease Awareness Month

March 19th—Tommy Sinclair with Union Civitan Club—Pancake Day fundraiser

March 27th—Amber Ivey and Meka Adams w/ Monarch Fire Dept.—fundraising 5K race

NINE ARRESTED IN PROSTITUTION BUST
Tuesday, March 13



Last Thursday, The Tri-County Drug Task Force conducted a prostitution suppression 
operation in Union County. During the operation, 35-year-old James F. Mack of 
Piedmont, SC, communicated with an undercover task force officer and agreed to pay 
$100 for a sexual encounter. Mack was instructed to come to a location on South 
Duncan Bypass to meet what he believed to be a prostitute. At approximately 5:45 
p.m., Mack arrived at the agreed-upon location and was taken into custody and 
charged with soliciting prostitution. He was transported to Union County Jail. The $100 
that Mack was going to use to pay for the sexual encounter was seized by Sgt. Jared 
Gilstrap. A check of Mack’s SC Driver's License showed that, on the incident date, his 
privilege to drive in SC had been suspended since 2010. According to a late news 
release from the sheriff’s office, there have been eight additional people charged in 
connection with the prostitution suppression operation.

SCHOOL BOARD VOTES 8-1 TO CLOSE LOCKHART SCHOOL
Tuesday, March 13



It was not unexpected, but the people from Lockhart who attended the special called 
meeting of the Union County School Board were hoping for a different outcome. The 
board voted 8-1 to close the Lockhart School facility. The lone dissenting vote came 
from the Lockhart representative on the board, Mike Massey. After hearing a report 
from District Superintendent Dr. Bill Roach on the justification for closing the school, 
Board Member Manning Jeter made the motion:

  Your browser does not support the audio element. 

The motion was seconded by Board Member B.J. McMorris. The time had arrived for the 
vote to be taken, and it went like this:

  Your browser does not support the audio element. 

As you heard, Board Member Mike Massey was the only dissenting vote, and he was 
asked about his feelings toward the decision.

  Your browser does not support the audio element. 

Visibly shaken by the decision was Lockhart Mayor Ailene Ashe. She called it unfair.

  Your browser does not support the audio element. 

The Lockhart students and teachers will be dispersed to other schools in the county at 
the beginning of the next school year.

ARTS COUNCIL NAMES WINNERS IN MIDDLE SCHOOL AND HIGH 
SCHOOL ART SHOW



Friday, March 23

Artistic 6th-12th graders from schools in Union County were honored Thursday evening 
with a reception and show at the Union County Arts Council Gallery. The show for 
students is put on annually by the Arts Council. Caroline Barger, Arts Council President, 
explains why they do this:

  Your browser does not support the audio element. 

The winners of the show from the 6th through 8th grades were:

Honorable Mention: Dakota Prince from Jonesville Elementary/ Middle School

Third place: Damien Collins from Lockhart Elementary

Second place: Elaine Lee from Sims Middle School

First place: Alezha Seter from Sims Middle School

In the 9th and 10th grade division:

Honorable Mention: Laura Becknell from Union County High School

Third place: Sarah Phillips from Union County High School

Second place: Rachel Clevengar from Union County High School

First place: Jordan Vaughn from Union County High School 

In the 11th and 12th grade division:

Honorable Mention: Peyton Threadgill from Union County High School

Third place: Brittany Fullbright from Union County High School

Second place: Anna Patterson from Union County High School 

First place: Jamal Wallington from Union County High School 

Mary Michael Belue from Union County High School won Best in Show. 

ESCAPEE CAPTURED IN MONARCH
Tuesday, January 16



SLED agents and sheriff’s deputies found Brent Austin hiding under an abandoned 
house at 221 Hancock Street, Union, on January 14th around 10:55 pm. SLED agents, 
sheriff’s deputies from Union and Chester, SCDC Escape Unit officers, SC Highway 
Patrol, and Union Public Safety Department officers had been searching for Austin since 
his escape on Friday shortly after noon.  On Saturday, information was obtained and 
confirmed that Austin was seen on Lakeside Drive, and officers knew that he was still in 
the Monarch area of Union County. Law enforcement concentrated heavily on the 
Monarch area on Sunday, contacting known associates of Austin and inquiring on 
whether they had seen or talked with him. Late Sunday night, Law enforcement got the 
break they needed when they got information that Austin was hiding under an 
abandoned house on Hancock Street. The house was identified, and law enforcement 
converged on the house and found Austin hiding in a makeshift bed with blankets. He 
was found tired and hungry and was taken into custody without incident. He was 
transported to Union County Jail, and he was awaiting transport to the South Carolina 
Department of Corrections on Monday morning. 

Sheriff Taylor thanked SLED, SCDC, SCDNR, Chester County Sheriff Alex Underwood 
and his deputies, Union Public Safety Department, and Union deputies who worked 
nonstop on this case until the arrest. 

There was no bond hearing held for Austin because he was already a sentenced inmate 
with the South Carolina Department of Corrections, where he will remain until his day in 
court.

 

STATE INFRASTRUCTURE GRANT TO RELIEVE LOCKHART'S 
SEWER ISSUES
Wednesday, January 24



Lockhart Town Council saw resolution to a major issue they have in that community. 
Several months ago, a sewer line that begins in front of the Lockhart school became 
inoperable due to blockage. The council discovered that it would take a large sum of 
money to correct the problem. As a temporary solution, a pumping device was installed 
at a cost of $4000 per month. The town has very little income and knew they would not 
have the funds to pay for the remedy to the problem. They ultimately applied for a 
grant with the South Carolina Infrastructure Authority, and Mayor Ailene Ashe 
announced Tuesday evening that the grant had been approved. She said there will be 
3000 feet of 8-inch pipe laid to replace the old line. The grant is in the amount of 
$385,000, with a $66,000 match. The mayor said the county would help in paying the 
matching amount.

The SC Infrastructure Authority stated that it would be doubtful that the town would be 
eligible for future grants and wants the council to look for someone to take over and 
operate their water and sewer system. Several possibilities were mentioned, but there 
was no single one believed to be viable. They will continue to study the matter.

In other action, Michelle Conard, a volunteer who has been working for the town for the 
past month, recommended that the mayor be reimbursed for expenses. A motion was 
made and passed.

LIBRARY TO OPERATE OUT OF SEVERAL SMALLER LOCATIONS 
UNTIL RENOVATION IS COMPLETE
Thursday, January 25



Since the renovations at the Union County Carnegie Library commenced in December, 
there have been some major obstacles to arise--not so much with the renovation 
project, but with related issues. The library opened in a temporary location January 2nd; 
soon after, a major freeze occurred in Union, causing a pipe to burst and flooding the 
building. As a result, the building, the old Graham Cash location, was deemed unusable 
for library operation. Library Director Rieta Drinkwine tells WBCU News what happens 
next:

  Your browser does not support the audio element. 

Significant expenses were incurred because of the water damage. Area citizens are 
being asked to help by making contributions to the library. The Friends of the Union 
County Carnegie Library have set up a GoFundMe page for the convenience of those 
wishing to contribute.

SCHOOL BOARD SIGNS ETHICAL PRINCIPLES, VOTES TO HELP 
LIBRARY FUNDRAISER
Tuesday, January 23



Monday night saw the first Union County School Board meeting 
of 2018, and the trustees began by listening to Dr. Wanda All, 
board chair, read the state-adopted Ethical Principles. Later in 
the evening, each of the board members signed a poster that 
will be displayed in the district office. Former board chairperson 
Jane Hammett was recognized by the state for her 20 years of 
service as a board member. Rebecca Rochester spoke to the 
group, representing the Friends of the Union County Carnegie 
Library, asking the board to participate in the library’s brick 
campaign. They agreed to purchase one of the fundraising 
bricks at a cost of $200. WBCU News asked Rochester why she 
presented the idea to the school board:

  Your browser does not support the audio element. 

Proceeds from the brick sales will go to help in the $1.8 million renovation of the library 
on East South Street. The board heard reports from three principals, Jerry Wood of 
Lockhart School, Stacy McAbee of Buffalo Elementary School, and Mickey Connelly from 
Monarch Elementary School. They gave a report on the 2017 School Report Card. In 
other action, the board approved four field trips and gave an OK to the 2018–2019 
school calendar.

-

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY TO RECEIVE TIMKEN GRANT FOR NEW 
HABITAT HOUSE
Thursday, February 1



Union County’s Habitat for Humanity affiliate says they are celebrating a successful 
2017 while also forecasting an even bigger year ahead, according to Bob Love, 
president of its local board.    

Union County’s Habitat affiliate operates as an independent nonprofit organization in 
partnership with Habitat for Humanity International, which was founded in 1976 with 
the vision of eliminating substandard housing and making adequate, affordable shelter 
a matter of conscience and action. 

Love says Habitat for Humanity of Union County has dedicated two homes for local 
families within recent months.  Families are selected based on need, income, and 
willingness to partner with Habitat. After completing financial counseling and 200 hours 
of “sweat equity,” they receive affordable mortgages with monthly payments averaging 
$300. 

Recently, they learned that the Timken Foundation of Canton had approved their 
request in the amount of $40,000 to support funding a new Habitat House to be built 
next year. 

Volunteers and donations are desperately needed to keep the momentum going, Love 
says. “We need more people to start the new year with a good push. No special skills 
are needed, just lots of heart. We also need donations: cash, household goods, land, 
building supplies, and just about anything else.” To donate land or property, call Bob 
Love at 864-427-5423. For more information, visit www.HabitatUnionCounty.com. 

ELEVEN CHARGED AT UNDERAGE DRINKING PARTY
Wednesday, February 7

This past Saturday, Union County Sheriff’s Office Major John Sherfield began to receive 

http://www.HabitatUnionCounty.com


information regarding an underage drinking party that was to occur on Fairview Church 
Circle in Union. Major Sherfield was able to confirm that the party was going on and 
that a large group of underage individuals were in attendance and consuming alcohol. 
At approximately 10:00 p.m. deputies met at the Task Force Office and had a briefing 
about how to approach the party and make arrests. Major Sherfield, Sgt. Gilstrap, Inv. 
Vaughan and Cpl. Davis went to the party in an unmarked vehicle and in plain clothes. 
They got out and blended in with the crowd to see who was drinking and where the 
alcohol was being stored. Major Sherfield then contacted the uniform deputies, who 
were nearby, and told them to respond to the party location. The undercover officers 
then revealed their identification and announced their law enforcement presence. At 
that time, several individuals were taken into custody for possession and/or 
consumption of beer or alcohol by a person under 21 years of age. Two individuals 
were also charged with possession of marijuana. A list of everyone at this party was 
made by Sgt. Woods, and everyone was given a sobriety test by deputies to attempt to 
identify who had been consuming alcohol. The individuals that were determined not to 
be consuming alcohol or in possession of alcohol or beer were released from the 
location. A bag of marijuana was located inside the glove compartment of a pickup 
driven by Cole Rector. Rector stated the marijuana was not his, but that he knew the 
marijuana was in his truck. Rector would not elaborate as to whom the marijuana 
belonged. A 15-year-old female juvenile was also found to be in possession of beer and 
liquor, as well as a bag of marijuana while being searched by Deputy Bassett. The 
officers also seized all the beer, liquor, and marijuana that they found. Individuals 
charged in this incident are:

1-Cole Rector- Summons # 5102P0688293 for possession of marijuana and Summons 
# 5102P0688292 for consumption/possession of beer by minor

2-White male juvenile- Summons # 5102P0688290 for consumption of beer by a minor

3-Jacob Sinclair- Summons # 5102P0688291 for consumption of beer by a minor

4-Tezvion Crawford- Summon # 5102P0689518 for possession of beer by minor

5-White female juvenile - Summons # 5102P0689519 for possession of beer by a minor

6-Cameron Sheffield- Summons # 5102P0689520 for possession of beer by a minor

7-White male juvenile- Summons # 5102P0689108 for consumption of beer by a minor

8-White male juvenile- Summons # 5102P0689109 for consumption of beer by a minor

9-Hunter Bailey- Summons # 5102P0689110 for consumption of beer by a minor

10-Gregory Sanford, Jr.- Summons # 5102P699111 for consumption of beer by a minor

11-White female juvenile - Family Court Summons for possession of beer and liquor by 
a minor and possession of marijuana

Major Sherfield will continue to investigate who provided the beer and alcohol to these 
minors.



SUPERINTENDENT GIVES THOUGHTS ON SCHOOL SHOOTING, 
SAFETY
Friday, February 16

The school shooting in Broward County, Florida, has no doubt shaken the nation. 19-
year-old Nikolas Cruz enter the school Wednesday afternoon with an AR-15 rifle, pulled 



a fire alarm, and began shooting as the students reacted. He was arrested about an 
hour after the events. The incident that killed 17 students and teachers causes one to 
consider security in our local schools. WBCU conducted a brief interview with Union 
School District Superintendent Dr. Bill Roach. Here is that interview in its entirety.

  Your browser does not support the audio element. 

Dr. Roach encouraged parents to talk to their children about things they see or hear 
that may not seem normal.


