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Attached hereto are descriptions of issue-responsive programming broadcast by 

this station during the reporting period. 

 
The listed programs aired on the station during the reporting period on the days 

and times indicated. Each program regularly provides information or addresses current 

local issues of concern to viewers in the area where the station is located. 



 

 

                                               PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS LOCAL ISSUES 
 

The following programs that aired during the relevant reporting period regularly address local issues and 

concerns in the station's city of license and within its service area.  Specific episodes and segments of these 
programs and the issues they addressed are listed on the following pages. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Program Name 
Schedule 

(Day/Time) 

Brief Generic Description 
(Note whether local, syndicated or network) 

13WMAZ News 

M-F 5am - 7 am; 
Noon - 12:30 pm;  
5 pm - 5:30 pm; 
6pm - 6:30 pm;  
11 pm - 11:35 pm; 
Sat 9am-10am;-Sun 
7am - 9 am; Sun 6 
pm - 6:30 pm;  
Sat. – Sun; 11 pm - 
11:35 pm 
 

Local newscasts produced by WMAZ-TV, which 
inform viewers on local issues. 

CBS News 
M-F 6:30pm -7pm; 
Special Reports at 
various times 

The program offers reports, interviews, segments 
and profiles of issues of national importance and 
many of the issues often have local impact. 



 

 

 
 

                  LOCAL ISSUES ADDRESSED DURING THE QUARTER 
 

 
 

The following are local issues of concern to the community.  Programs that addressed these issues during 
this reporting period are listed on the following pages. 

 

 
 

Local Issue/Concern Brief description of local issue or concern 
Education Area schools were in session. COVID-19 continued to have 

an impact on the structure for learning.  
 
 

Crime and Public Safety Last year, Macon-Bibb County passed the homicide record 
set in 1992. Last year was the fourth year in a row that violent 

crime rose, according to numbers released annually by the Bibb 
County Sheriff's Office 

Government The runoff for two Senate seats was held in January. The 
inauguration of President Joe Biden occurred in January. 
Special elections were held in various counties on March 
16. The legislative session of the Georgia General Assembly 
met during the quarter.  
 

Racial Equity and Social 
Justice 

The topics of equity and justice continue to be widely 
discussed in the community and across the country. In 
January, President Biden issued an executive order on 
Advancing Racial Equity and Support for Underserved 
Communities through the Federal Government. 

Health COVID-19 continued to impact the area. Vaccine 
distribution began during the quarter. 

Military and Veterans Robins Air Force Base employs 23,000 people. In its 2020 
State of the Base address, Robins Air Force Base estimates that 

they generated $3.38 billion last year in Central Georgia. That's up 
from 2018, which was $3.15 billion. 
 Economy COVID-19 continued to impact the workforce and the local 
economy. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ISSUE-RESPONSIVE   PROGRAMMING 
 
 
 

Local Issue: Education   
 

Program Date Time Duration Description 

13WMAZ News 1/22 6pm 2 minutes  Reporter Taelore Hick covered developments from a 
Bibb County School Board meeting where the board 
decided on a plan to have staff return back to schools on 

February 11th and for students to return on the 18th. The 
story included an interview with a parent and Bibb County 
School Board Superintendent Curtis Jones. 
Jones says the board put a lot of thought into just that, even 
as we see some of the highest numbers yet during the 
pandemic. "And there was also information we prepared for 
the board to look at, which included information from the 
North Central Health District, what the community spread is, 
how many hospital beds are available, and things of that 
nature," Jones said. The return dates are flexible based on 
community spread of COVID-19. 
 

13WMAZ News 1/25 6am 2 minutes Reporter Pepper Baker looked at how Bibb County schools are 
addressing substitute teachers as school districts across the 
country are seeing a shortage of substitute teachers, largely 
because of the pandemic. "Many substitutes didn't want to 
work in the COVID environment, so that made it more difficult 
to get substitutes to commit," Bibb Schools' Assistant 
Superintendent Mack Bullard said. Bullard says Bibb Schools is 
dealing with a national shortage of substitute teachers. "Right 
now 400 subs, it's about one sub for every 2 1/2 teachers that 
we have, if we can get it up to 800 that we can recruit, man 
that'll be powerful. But we know in order to do that there's 
got to be a lot more man power," Bullard said.mThe school 
board approved a $2 million contract to partner with a 
company called Kelly Education to help hire subs. "We work 
with school districts across the country, across the state and 
across the country in helping them with their temporary 
talent needs, in many cases that starts with substitute 
teachers," Kelly Education Regional Vice President Bobby 
Schorr said. "We're about 75% fill rate any given day, in our 
schools for substitutes picking up jobs. We want to get it into 
the 90%," Bullard said. 
Bibb subs with some college education can make between 
$12-$15 an hour. With the Kelly Education partnership, they 
now have benefits options. Of the 400 current subs they have, 
120 are long-term subs. Bullard says they are looking to fill 15 
more long term substitute positions right now. 

 
 



 

 

13WMAZ News 1/27 6am 2 minutes A report looked at how a Mercer University debate team 
made history as champions of a prestigious tournament. 
Mercer Professor and Director of Speech and Debate Vasile 
Stanescu witnessed the team’s first win at the 15th Annual 
Mile High Swing. "We have gone to this tournament every 
single year for eight years, and the first time that we went, 
they had no idea who Mercer was," Stanescu said. It's 
considered as the most prestigious debate tournament 
outside Nationals. "We defeated Oregon State, which is an 
excellent debate school. The next elimination round we 
defeated Penn State and the final round we defeated our 
nemesis. It's back and back between us and we defeated UC 
Berkeley. They defeated UC Berkeley to win the entire 
tournament," Stanescu said. It was all thanks to junior, second 
year debater Cam Wade and his freshman partner, first year 
debater Matt Thompson. "I was like Matt, I think we did good, 
I don't want you to stress out. I don't want to stress out. Let's 
just have a good time, and then we just kept winning. 3-0, 2-1 
and I was like, 'Oh what is going on here? What is 
happening?'," Wade said. "It's starting to set in now like what 
we really did and what we really accomplished," Thompson 
said. They spent long nights and weekends practicing, 
debating topics on current political events, foreign and 
domestic affairs, and it all paid off with the championship win. 
They have six active debate team members and they compete 
in teams of two. They will go on to compete at the Virtual 
National Tournament in March. 
 

13WMAZ News 2/2 11pm 2 minutes Coverage of Georgia Governor Brian Kemp’s announcement 

of new legislation that would recruit graduates from HBCUs. 
The story also featured reaction from educators. "Our 
historically-Black colleges and universities play a significant 
role in teacher preparation and they should play a major role 
in teacher placement," Kemp said in a press conference. The 
teacher pipeline proposal would create a more diverse school 
workforce that Kemp says would reflect Georgia students. 
Lisa Morgan, president of the Georgia Association of 
Educators, says that's a necessity. "It's very important for our 
students of color to see their faces reflected in their 
educators and that we do increase the number of minority 
educators throughout the state," says Morgan. Northeast 
High School teacher Timothy Statham graduated from Fort 
Valley State University.  Statham says he grew up in Peach 
County and comes from a family of educators. He says he 
initially worked in corporate America, but that changed seven 
years ago when he decided to teach. He says he made the 
change so he could make a bigger impact. 
"It's essential for them to see us in a positive limelight, in a 
positive way, not just in the classroom, but in the community 
and in the store, just all around. They need to see nothing but 
positivity," he says. Statham says as a special education 
teacher and also basketball coach at the high school, his hope 
is that he left a mark on some students who may choose the 
same path as he did. "We preach being college- and career-ready. 
They can go on to a college, to graduate, to come back, to major in 
education, to give back to their communities and become a positive 

role model for someone else," says Statham. In a statement, state 

school superintendent Richard Woods says he supports Governor 
Kemp's pipeline proposal. He says it is more important than ever to 
elevate the teaching profession and work to recruit and retain 

excellent teachers. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ News 2/4 6am 2 minutes A Macon private school, Tattnall Square Academy, says it's 
lowering tuition costs to help meet the needs of their families 
and boost enrollment. The story interviewed a parent the 
Head of School. Rob Betzel has two daughters attending 
Tattnall Square Academy. He's happy with the school's 
response to the pandemic with both safety guidelines and 
tuition costs. "I'm impressed to see a school take the time to 
consider its fiscal needs and those of the families, and really 
understanding that sometimes we don't need to increase the 
cost," Betzel said. “Nationally, in America the cost of tuition in 
private school has gone up about 50% over the last 10-15 
years," said Interim Head of School Susannah Allen. Allen says 
the school's Board of Directors decided to cut their rates 
through their Tuition Reset Plan. Now, the school's base 
tuition rate will be just under $12,000 a year. "If you look at 
our base tuition, they dropped 20% off of that, so basically 
what would have cost someone this year about $14,500...next 
year for high school will be $11,800 I believe is what the 
number is," Allen said. The $3,000 price drop will start this 
fall. This year, Allen says they have about 550 students, which 
is up 25 from last year. She says many families are looking for 
the face-to-face option. 
 

13WMAZ News 2/5 6am 2 minutes Reporter Pepper Baker highlighted how Twiggs County High 
School students are learning about journalism. 
Seniors Makayla Foster and Aylah Birks are the lead anchors 
of the school’s new weekly program. 
“Cobra Crew News is this new groundbreaking program that 
we installed in Twiggs County High School, so basically our 
main focus is to bring the serious information and bring the 
stories in the community to our high school students so they 
can know what's going on,” said Birks. “On Wednesdays, we 
go in his classroom, we jot down on the board different things 
that we want to go through throughout the show, and we 
pick out what segments we're going to do and when we're 
going to do it,” said Foster. It’s Patrick Jelks’ first year as the 
audio/video broadcast teacher. He proposed the idea to 
Principal Jamal Harris and brought the newscast to life. 
“When I saw the first one, I was blown away,” said Harris. “I 
knew he had great skills and I believed what he could do with 
the students, but just to see the enthusiasm from the 
students, see how they wanted to do it and see how excited 
they were to do it…it just threw me for a loop.” “We're trying 
to bridge the gaps, get some clarity, hear from the younger 
people and get their understanding out there in the world,” 
said Jelks. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ News 2/9 6am 2 minutes Report on a partnership between Bibb Schools and Coca Cola 
to provide post-school job opportunities for students. 
Cassandra Washington, Bibb Schools' director of the Career 
Technical and Agriculture Education program known as CTAE, 
explains their partnership with Coca Cola's recruiter Della 
Epps. "[It] actually started last school year with conversation 
between the industrial authority and Coca-Cola about how 
they could actually start getting a pipeline of individuals in for 
material handlers," Washington said. We discussed some of 
the opportunities that we had available at that time and they 
were modeling the students around what the needs were," 
Epps said. Central Georgia Technical College has a dual 
enrollment certified distribution warehouse pathway. 
Students complete a one-year course, receive technical credit, 
and are able to apply to become a material handler for Coca-
Cola. "That's the individual that comes in and works with 
actually making sure that they're meeting the goals of getting 
the product on to the trucks that will go out to the 
community or to the stores or to the consumer," Washington 
said. Former Rutland High Football Player Tyson Royal got the 
job and was quickly promoted shortly after.  By email he said he 
is "looking forward with moving up and growing with the company." 
Epps says there are many opportunities for upward mobility where 
employees could make even more. Washington says there are now 
six students in the certified distribution warehouse pathway. 

 13WMAZ News 2/10 6pm  2 minutes  Anchor Lori Johnson reported on the tech team for Bibb 
County Schools and what it takes to get a school district of 
more than 20,000 students learning online. "Everybody was 
going to go home now. Internet was going to be a thing. 
Bandwidth was going to be an issue, support was going to be 
an issue. Making sure kids have hot spots and internet 
connections, these are all things we had to think about," said 
Greg Hogan. He's the network security coordinator for the 
school district, so he's the one who receives calls when things 
aren't going so great. "You're not just talking to a media 
specialist at a school or a principal or a teacher that needs 
help. You're talking to moms and dads, now you're talking to 
students," said Hogan. While teachers see their students and 
vice-versa, there's a small army of people you don't see -- the 
computer technicians keeping everyone connected. 
He has 20 years of tech support saved to his career hard 
drive, including four years with Bibb County Schools and now 
almost one full year of supporting e-learning during a 
pandemic. "My job is to make sure all the content and the 
internet data that's coming in is safe. From emails to web 
browsing to documents that are being shared," he said. He 
says it was a scramble when they found out everyone would 
be moving over to remote learning, but Hogan and the rest of 
the tech team had a head start. "Even before COVID we were 

building a foundation for e-learning already, not knowing we were 
going to jump into it so fast," he said.Hogan and the almost 20-
person tech team have more than 20,000 students, up to 4,000 staff 
and more than 30,000 devices they have to keep connected. From 
programming 14,000 new computers to setting up multiple help 
lines to take calls, he says it hasn't been easy. "We have struggled, 
don't get me wrong, Bibb County has struggled too. We've pushed 
through and over came huge obstacles," Hogan said. Bibb County 
students were set to return to face-to-face learning on February 18. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ News 2/9 noon  1 minute A report provided an update on in-person instruction for 
Bibb County students. In January, the county tentatively 
planned on a Feb. 11 return for faculty and staff, with 
students to return a week later. On Tuesday, the Bibb 
Superintendent confirmed those plans would still be moving 
forward. The entire district has been in remote learning since 
returning from holiday break. The safety protocols from last 
semester will still be in effect, including mask wearing and 
social distancing. Class sizes will also be limited to 20 
students. Last week, 13WMAZ reported that the district 
approved the purchase of desk shields for students, and those 
are expected to arrive in March. A news release from Bibb 
Schools also said bi-polar ionizations devices have been added 
to school HVAC systems, with every school set to have them 
by the end of the month. 
 

13WMAZ News 2/17 6pm 2 minutes A report highlighted two Houston County high schools, Perry 
and Warner Robins high schools, who took home trophies this 
weekend at the One Act State Championship.  Reporter 
Bre'onna Richardson spoke with some students and the 
theatre directors about the hard work it took to receive this 
honor and what it means to them. 
Both schools were named One Act State Champions in their 
classifications at the Georgia High School Association Theatre 
Competition. Perry High performed "Hetty Feather," and 
Logan Jacobs was awarded Best Actor. 
Over at Warner Robins High, Drew James, was named Best 
Actress at the competition. 
She played the lead role in their performance, "Matilda." 
Drew says acting has taught her more than just stage 
presence. "I have definitely gained confidence in myself in my 
skill and my talent. I also have gained leadership, and just had 
relationships grow with my directors and with my fellow cast-
mates, it's just been a great experience, really become a 
family," James said. Warner Robins High theatre director 
Nicholas Sostillio says this is the first-time ever that the school 
has won this title. Logan says he wants to be a high school 
theatre instructor and Drew wants to be a music therapist to 
help people with special needs or mental illness. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ News 2/22 5pm, 6pm 3 minutes Coverage of an upcoming recruitment fair in Houston County 
for teachers. This year, the recruitment fair will be going 
virtual. “They get to click on and meet each principal and 
learn about their school and learn about their culture,” said 
Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources and 
Technology Chris Brown. 
They’ll also get the chance to meet students, faculty and 
parents. All 39 Houston County schools will take part in the 
video presentations. “Once that teacher finds a school, they 
click with we have an online application, and I encourage 
them to apply to multiple schools,” said Brown. “We look for 
about 200 teachers each year. We haven’t seen much of a 
change with COVID.” He hopes this year won’t change the 
outcome of who shows up. 
“We want the best and brightest in each of our schools.” The 
story informed viewers about how to find more information 
on the Board of Education’s website. The event was 
scheduled to kick off February 24 at 4 p.m.  Bibb County will 
also be hosting a virtual fair on March 6th. The story also 
informed viewers about how to find more information about 
that event. 

 

13WMAZ News 3/3 5pm, 6pm 2 minutes  Reporter Taelore Hicks provided an update after the state 
superintendent says the United States Department of 
Education will not waive testing requirements for 2021, 
meaning students will have to take the Georgia Milestones 
assessment this spring. Last spring, the State Department of 
Education decided students were not required to take the 
assessment. The annual test intends to show how well 
Georgia students are learning core subjects. The Monroe 
County school district sent a newsletter, stating that they'll 
administer the Georgia Milestones tests this spring. Kylah 
Castlin has a sixth and seventh grader. 
"I do understand that it is a big necessity, but being offered in 
the spring? I feel kind of up and down about it, simply 
because there were so many kids that had trouble with the 
internet, who have had different parental issues where their 
parents may have been sick, or they may have been sick," 
Castlin said. Castlin's children participated in virtual learning 
for most of the school year, but she still feels that they are 
prepared for this test. She says this is because she was 
accessible when her children needed help, but that may not 
be the case for all students. "I can only imagine the headache, 
the hold up, the missing assignments, and the missed content 
that they were constantly having to jump through hoops with 
being virtual learners," Castlin said. Assistant Superintendent, 
Alicia Elder, says teachers have been teaching to the state's 
content standards all year. Virtually and in-person, in hopes of 
better preparing students. 
Parents, students and teachers can also use the Georgia 
experience website to prepare. 
The letter from state superintendent, Richard Woods, said the 
state had already reduced the high-stakes nature of the 
testing this year. He added, the state board of education 
approved his recommendation so that poor test results won't 

https://www.gadoe.org/External-Affairs-and-Policy/communications/Pages/PressReleaseDetails.aspx?PressView=default&pid=840


 

 

13WMAZ News 3/9 6pm 2 minutes Coverage as the Twiggs County Board of Education officially 
named Mack Bullard the new Superintendent of Schools. 
Bullard spoke about his new job and his vision for helping 
Twiggs County students succeed. 
"What attracted me to Twiggs County is the size and the rural 
nature of Twiggs County. I'm from a small community in south 
Georgia. I understand small communities," Bullard said. Mack 
Bullard says his position in the Bibb County School System 
played a big part in him landing his new role in Twiggs County. 
"Learning how to be a central office leader, learning how to 
build relationships with different community members, 
partners in the community, other governmental officials as 
well, to bring the best resources and services to the students, 
to impact the school district -- that's what Bibb County has 
really taught me to do," said Bullard. 
His plans include building good relationships with parents and 
community members alike. 
He said, "I think we have to get to know each other. That's my 
job -- to come into Twiggs, get to know the culture, get to 
know the community." Bullard believes the community is 
ready to get behind him and help push the students as they 
work their way through the pandemic. 
"The graduation rate right now is 85.14 percent -- that's the 4-
year graduation rate -- a little down from what it was the year 
before, but that's all over the state, and quite frankly, it's due 
to the pandemic," Bullard stated. 
Another goal is to help students stay engaged. Bullard 
explained, "I want them to continue to engage -- I don't want 
them to allow being in a virtual environment to keep them 
from putting forth your best effort." 
The superintendent wants to show students that their hard 
work will pay off. 
"I've already reached out and began to make some contacts, 
of course, so I have no doubt that we will help the graduation 
rate increase again. I have no doubt putting in place support 
programs, potentially summer school programs, after-school 
programs -- whatever it takes," said Bullard. Bullard will 
assume his duties with Twiggs County on April 1. He succeeds 
Elgin Dixon, who is retiring after serving as superintendent 
since the summer of 2013. 

 



 

 

13WMAZ News 3/12 11pm 1 minute Tattnall Square Academy announced David Raines was named 
Head of Schools and will begin his tenure on June 1. A release 
says Raines is a former teacher, coach, athletic director, 
principal, and head of school with 19 years of experience in 
Christian education and 10 years as a head of school at 
several private institutions. He is currently the head of a 
Christian school in the Atlanta area. Raines is a graduate of 
Pensacola Christian College and the University of West 
Florida. He has also served as a deacon, youth group leader, 
and finance committee member at his church.  
 

13WMAZ News 3/15, 3/16, 
3/17, 3/20 

6am, 5pm, 
6pm, 
11pm 

Approximately  

15 minutes 
total 

Several reports aired as students and staff at Dublin City 
Schools mourned the loss of high school principal Jaroy 
Stuckey and his family in a crash on I-16.  Stuckey was 32-
years-old, his wife Elysea was 34, and their son AJ was 3.  
 
Coverage the day after the crash included reaction from the 
school and the community. 
 
Another report included statements from the families. 
Although the Foreman family (Stuckey's parents) and the 
Howard-Stephens family (Elysea Howard-Stuckey's parents) 
are in deep pain, they say they're thankful for the support of 
the Dublin community. 
 
Crowds of people showed their support for the Stuckey and 
Stephens-Howard families at the funeral service. The report 
shared many of the touching things said during the funeral 
service. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ News 3/17 6am 2 minutes Pepper Baker reported on the announcement in-person 
graduation ceremonies for Bibb County seniors.  
Bibb Schools Assistant Superintendent Jamie Cassady explains 
how they're working with the Macon Centreplex to put 
guidelines in place. "Everyone will be required to wear a mask 
upon entering and while they're in the building. Each student 
will be given five tickets. Those tickets will be in a pod, so 
family members will have to sit together in their pods," 
Cassady said. They will also require temperature checks at the 
door. He feels confident they'll be able to honor the class of 
2021 safely. "Hopefully it's going to be a good experience for 
the kids and a good experience for the parents and a once in a 
lifetime event," Cassady said. Bibb Schools' will host their 
graduation ceremonies at the Macon Centreplex on May 26 
through the 28. The district decided not to have an official 
prom. Cassady says they're leaving it up to each school to 
organize a safe event to recognize their seniors. 
 

13WMAZ News 3/23 11pm 2 minutes Bre’onna Richardson highlighted Bleckley County Elementary 
School as it opened a "sensory garden" that benefits students 
with special needs. Bre’onna spoke with the teachers and 
students about the inspiration for the project and how 
students helped make it happen. The garden's name, Luke's 
Lodge, has a deeper meaning to the teachers who put this 
project in place. Mrs. Riley Troili and Mrs. Tisha Ates 
dedicated the new sensory garden gazebo to their former 
student Luke Wilson. Luke died last year in a car crash. "He 
passed away last year on March 20, two days before his 15th 
birthday, so we knew that, with this coming up on his 
birthday, that would be a perfect, perfect time to celebrate 
it," said Troili. Luke's family came out for the grand opening of 
the garden. 
The garden features several sensory activities. It took about 7 
months to complete the project.  
 



 

 

13WMAZ News 3/31 6am 2 minutes Pepper Baker reported on a mobile agriculture classroom is 
making its way around the state to show students what 
careers are available in one of Georgia's largest industries, 
agriculture. Baker reported on the stop in Dublin. and this 
week it's in Dublin. Georgia Farm Bureau education 
coordinator Fran Watts says they teamed up with the Georgia 
Foundation for Agriculture and several other agencies to 
launch the mobile classroom this year. "To bring the students 
information to inspire them, so they will think about 
agriculture and how it affects our state of Georgia and all of 
the aspects and careers that are involved with agriculture," 
said Watts. The trailer has hands-on activities that engage 
students with facts about everything from poultry and 
peanuts, to horticulture and cotton. "You could build your 
own farm, chicken house, and it was like talking about cotton 
and stuff and how it was made," said Marshall. "You would 
like spin this wheel and it would just show you how stuff like 
cotton was made on our clothes." Rozier said said it made her 
think about all the opportunities in the industry. "You can get 
a grocery store. You could be a farmer. You could do the 
cotton, you could do a lot of things," she said.Watts says the 
idea for the mobile classroom came from the pandemic. They 
wanted to bring the field trip experience to the students since 
many schools won't travel this year due to COVID-19. 
 

13WMAZ News 3/31 6pm, 
11pm 

3 minutes Kayla Solomon reported on Bibb County Schools receiving 
$106 million as part of the American Rescue Plan, 
Superintendent Curtis Jones says their focus is to create a 
better environment and schools for the students. "Our 
current belief is we need to start implementing it by July 1 
and have it available and spent by the end of September 30 of 
2023," he says. For superintendent Curtis Jones, plans for the 
federal funding are in the early stages. "We see the 
opportunity to have what we call summer camps for students, 
not to go to summer school, but to do summer camp so they 
can improve their learning in ways that we haven't been able 
to do in the past," says Jones. Bibb County is getting the most 
funding of all Central Georgia school districts. The next largest 
chunks are the $49 million going to Houston County Schools, 
$18 million going to Baldwin County Schools, and $14 million 
to Laurens County Schools. Jones says they plan to give some 
of the money to individual schools depending on needs laid 
out by the principals. "Some of the money will be kept at the 
district level as well. So we can address social emotional 
learning for students to help them deal with the stresses that 
have been put in place," says Jones. Jones says the COVID-19 
pandemic has been a challenge for staff and students, but the 
federal funding can help get back some of the time lost. "At 
the end of the day, we want to be able to accelerate learning 
and make sure students can still go to college, join the 
military, get employed, and make this past year something 
they can forget about and see the silver lining at the end," 
Jones says. He says from now until July, district leaders will be 
drawing up a more in-depth plan for the spending. 
 



 

 

 
 

  Local Issue: Crime and Public Safety  
 

Program Date Time Duration Description 

13WMAZ News 2/16 5pm, 6pm 3 minutes Reporter Molly Jett profiled Houston Avenue's Street 
to Success, an after-school program for young 
people. 
22-year-old Savion Wright said, "We had tutors, we 
had mentors that came through. it was kind of like 
our safe home to get away from everything that was 
going on in the outside world." Wright is just one of 
many who made Street to Success's library and 
basketball courts his second home. Savion also said, 
"I knew if we were there, we weren't in trouble, so I 
tried to get as many boys as I could to go there 
because I knew we would be out of trouble." Wright 
was successful. One of the boys he invited was Carlos 
Rhodes.  
"He said, 'Let's go play basketball at this church with 
Mr. Ray,'" said 23-year-old Carlos Rhodes. "I was kind 
of nervous, but once I met him, I felt at home." 
Founder of Street to Success Ray Rover said, 
"Houston Avenue is a depressed area. It's in the 
middle of property, and obviously, it's in the middle 
of some of the violence and crime prominent in the 
community." This month, someone shot and killed a 
man off Houston Avenue, and just days before, 
someone shot three people about a mile away. For 
12 years, Ray Rover has been trying to prevent crimes 
like that with activities and education. Rover says 
teaching young men about their heritage gives them 
a sense of worth, enabling them to find a purpose in 
life.  Wright also said, "It just showed me what my 
ancestors fought for and what they overcame, and 
that's the main reason I keep going." Just like their 
motto, "Hard work and study, period..." gets you 
places.  Rhodes has since joined the Army, and 
Wright says he's working on his associates degree 
and plans to travel around the world and put it to 
use. 
 
 
 

13WMAZ News 2/17 5pm, 6pm 3 minutes   A report followed Georgia Governor Brian Kemp’s 

announcement that he wants to tighten up the 
state's citizen's arrest law. That comes almost a year 
after the Ahmaud Arbery case, when an attempted 
citizen's arrest turned into the fatal shooting of 
Arbery as he jogged through a neighborhood. Some 
local law enforcement officers say a change is long 
overdue. Two men face murder charges in the fatal 
shooting of Ahmaud Arbery.  
Dublin Chief of Police Tim Chatman said, "Do it the 
right way. Let's do it the right way -- not only hold the 
citizens accountable, but we have to be held 



 

 

accountable for when we don't do it right." 
Chatman also said, "I think what the governor did is 
what most law enforcement would want and what 
the citizen's would want as well." Chatman praised 
Governor Kemp for his work on the citizen's arrest 
law.  
Under Georgia law, you can arrest someone only if 
you've actually witnessed a crime.  
Kemp's proposed bill would clarify when a citizen, 
business owner, or law enforcement officer may 
detain individuals and turn them over to authorities. 
Governor Kemp said, "This bill repeals the current 
Civil War-era statute to prevent the terrible 
consequences of a vague and outdated law." 
So what is the citizen's arrest? Chatman said, "When 
a citizen or a police officer stops someone's 
movement that can be constituted as an arrest." 
Byron Chief of Police Wesley Cannon says the current 
law is too vague. 
Cannon said, "This law gives some dos and don'ts. I 
believe the old law was written back in the 1800s, so 
it was really vague." Baldwin County Sheriff's Captain 
Brad King says right now acting on your own can 
make a tense situation dangerous. Baldwin County 
Police Captain Brad King said, "There are a number of 
pitfalls that you could fail into as a private citizen 
attempting to make an arrest." 
That's being said, they all say it's just best to call law 
enforcement if you see a crime, instead of acting 
yourself. 
The governor's proposal must pass through both the 
House and Senate. It would repeal the current arrest 
law passed in 1863. 
 

13WMAZ News 1/25, 1/26 11pm on 
1/25; 
5pm, 6pm 
on 1/26 

5 minutes 
total 

Several reports followed developments after 
images of inmates lying on the floor and not social 
distancing were shared on social media. 13WMAZ 
confirmed that the photos were taken from inside 
the Bibb County jail. 
Bibb County Sheriff David Davis confirmed the photos 
were taken from inside the jail in one of two pods for 
inmates to quarantine before being able to access 
the rest of the jail. Pamela Cabiness received the 
photo taken from inside the jail and decided to post 
it on our 13WMAZ Facebook page.  "It doesn't look 
good for inmates to be laying on floors and on 
tables," Cabiness said. Soon after, other people 
began sharing photos from inside the jail, including 
one showing over 20 inmates lying on the floor, not 
social distancing, and some appearing not to be 
wearing masks.  With the pods being a place for 
people to quarantine so they don't expose other 
inmates, 13WMAZ asked if it was a risk putting 
inmates together with no social distancing.  
Sheriff Davis explained, "It is a risk, but it is a jail 
facility. These people are checked. You're going to 
have close quarters in a jail facility like this." Davis 



 

 

says inmates stay in these quarantining areas for 10 
days. 
"We certainly don't ever want to have inmates on the 
floor, but it's something that is an inconvenience for 
a few days until we can get past this isolation period, 
this quarantine period, and make sure they're not 
bringing any type of COVID into the jail," Davis said. 
He says if any inmate has symptoms, they are 
immediately taken to a space where they are 
completely isolated. Davis credits their protocol for 
having only 10 positive COVID-19 cases among 
inmates since the start of the pandemic. "We average 
800 inmates, and considering the thousands that 
have booked in and out of our jail over the last year, 
that's pretty phenomenal," said Davis. Davis says 
deputies are required to wear masks. Inmates, 
however, are not. Sheriff Davis said, "We try to get as 
many masks as we can and they're getting pretty 
prevalent now, but when you have everyone in a 
common area and no one is exhibiting symptoms, 
and we don't have any reason to believe that anyone 
does have COVID, then it's just there. We really don't 
need masks." 
 
 
 

13WMAZ News 2/9 11pm 2 minutes State law requires that a grand jury inspect the jail 
every year. However, the county's new district 
attorney Anita Reynolds Howard says there are no 
records or reports of any inspection since at least 
2017. 13WMAZ has been working to track down jail 
inspection reports from over the last five years 
through open records requests and asking questions 
like to the Bibb County Sheriff's Office, the District 
Attorney's Office, and the Bibb County Superior Court 
Clerk's office. Tuesday, we finally got some answers. 
In a press briefing, district attorney Anita Reynolds 
Howard says she could not locate any records of jail 
inspections since 2017. 
"So then the question becomes well when they done, 
what did the grand jury find, how many people 
showed up, without having that mechanism of some 
kind of written document that's actually filed. Then, 
we're left not knowing though," Howard said. 
 
Howard said she learned of a 2017 report only 
because of a previous 13 WMAZ report, describing 
the recommendations from the grand jury. We've 
now obtained that report from Sheriff David 
Davis.  In the report, the jurors recommended that 
Bibb County demolish the current jail and build a new 
one. 13WMAZ went to the office of the Bibb County 
Superior Court Clerk where reports and grand jury 
presentments are held and where Bibb County 
Sheriff's Office and the District Attorney's office 
pointed to. 13wmaz found presentments and reports 
from 1889 to 1987, but the Superior Court Clerk's 

https://www.13wmaz.com/article/news/local/jury-performs-annual-bibb-jail-inspection/411491816
https://www.13wmaz.com/article/news/local/jury-performs-annual-bibb-jail-inspection/411491816


 

 

office could not locate any other records of jail 
inspection reports. District Attorney David Cooke, 
who left office last year, says those inspections were 
done every January he was in office, but they did not 
make a report if there wasn't any issues found.  "The 
grand juries under my administration didn't see any 
problems so they didn't file any reports," Cooke 
said. Sheriff David Davis agreed that there have been 
inspections. "In all the years I've been associated 
with the jail since I've been Sheriff and even before, I 
don't remember there ever being a report," Davis 
said. "Now, I remember back in 2017, they toured 
the jail, and I think there did make a report."  
 
Georgia law requires that a grand jury inspect every 
county jail at least once a year, but it's up to the 
jurors on whether to produce a report. District 
Attorney Howard says her office called in a grand jury 
to do their inspection just last Friday "We will have a 
written finding. It could be as simple as 'there's 
nothing to report,' or there will be actual findings, 
whatever the grand jury chooses to report," Howard 
said. Howard says the grand jury could file that 
inspection report within a few days. 
 
 
 

13WMAZ News 2/17 11pm 2 minutes  A follow-up report aired after the release of this 
year's inspection report of the Bibb County jail. The 
grand jury says the jail needs some repairs. Sheriff 
David Davis says a lot of those issues are from "wear 
and tear" of the over 40-year-old jail. He says the 
county can make those fixes for now, but with this, 
he said the county needs to consider building a new 
jail "in a few years." From electrical issues to some 
housekeeping matters, the grand jury detailed issues 
they found in the jail during their inspection almost 
two weeks ago on February 5. The grand jury says 
they noticed a list of problems that need to be fixed 
like broken windows, rust, floors, ceiling tiles, and 
elevators. "It basically tells me that we have an old 
facility. That we are constantly doing upkeeping, 
maintenance and painting on an old facility," Davis 
said.  Also on the list of repairs are exposed wires, 
something Davis says isn't just caused by the 
building's age. "Inmates will sometimes try to get the 
wires loose so they can, what we call wicks, create 
something to burn, so if they have any -- you're not 
supposed to have tobacco, but they'll try to smoke 
different things or any contraband brought into the 
jail," Davis said.  
The grand jury also observed a "black mold-like 
substance" on ceiling tiles and floor drains. Davis says 
the mold is mainly in the old parts of the jail.  "We've 
had places checked. It's not the dangerous type of 
black mold, but it is something we have to stay on 
top of. Anywhere there's a little moisture. There's 

https://law.justia.com/codes/georgia/2010/title-15/chapter-12/article-4/part-1/15-12-71/
https://law.justia.com/codes/georgia/2010/title-15/chapter-12/article-4/part-1/15-12-71/


 

 

always a potential for mildew," Davis said.  He says 
this report is better than in 2017 when jurors 
recommended that Bibb County demolish the current 
jail and build a new one. The oldest part of the jail 
opened in early 1980. The 2021 report did not 
mention tearing down the jail, however, Davis says 
the county needs to begin considering building a new 
facility when conversations starts on another SPLOST. 
"I'm not saying we need to build the jail next year, 
but I think we need to start thinking about that 
eventuality in a few years to come," Davis said. "We 
can Band-Aid what we got. We can paint it, patch it, 
everything we got to do." 
 

13WMAZ News 2/11 11pm 3 minutes In February, 13WMAZ aired a series of reports titled 
“More than a Number.” During the pandemic, 
Macon-Bibb County faced another crisis with 51 
homicides in 2020, setting a new record. It is 
important to remember that each homicide victim is 
more than just a number. Just one of the youngest 
victims shot and killed was 16-year-old Devaun 
Patton. Today, his father is still grieving while one 
community leader is working to make sure we don't 
see another deadly, record-setting year."He wasn't 
shy at all," Kevin Patton said about his son Devaun.  
On September 27th, 2003, Devaun Patton was born. 
"A loving kid, 16-year-old little boy, you know what 
I'm saying?" Patton said. Patton says his son was still 
growing up, trying to fit in and understand the world. 
On July 17, 2020, Patton was shot in the stomach and 
killed during a fight in the parking lot of the Family 
Dollar off of Bloomfield Road. "Got a phone call 
saying my son is dead, out the blue, so it's like," 
Patton said. Patton was just one of the 51 people 
whose lives were lost to violence during a record-
setting year in 2020 in Macon-Bibb County. 
"These individuals are more than numbers -- these 
numbers are connected to stories," Pastor Paul Little 
of Bibb Mount Zion Baptist Church said.  Little says 
combating crime will have to be a multifaceted 
approach. Throughout 2020, Little led protests and 
conversations centered around saving the lives of 
people young and old. 
"Having to address issues like poverty, mental health 
disparities, educational opportunities, all of those 
things are a culmination of why we have such great 
crime in our community," Little said.  
Little hopes community leaders and county officials 
can work together to avoid another deadly year in 
Bibb County -- so parents like Patton never have to 
bury their own child. "I'm still trying to figure out how 
I could have made something better out of the 
situation," Patton said. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ News 3/1 5pm, 6pm 2 minutes  A report aired after the sheriff's office announced 
crime statistics. The office recorded more than 500 
fewer home burglaries last year, a decrease of nearly 
half. Countywide, property crime dropped by nearly a 
quarter. That's about five crimes a day fewer than 
the year before. Macon-Bibb endured another 
violent year with homicides and aggravated assaults 
way up from 2019. Last year was the fourth year in a 
row that violent crime rose, according to numbers 
released annually by the Bibb County Sheriff's Office, 
and the second in a row that property crime 
dropped. Put it all together, and Macon-Bibb crime 
dropped nearly 18%. That included big drops in 
shoplifting cases, car break-ins and larceny cases. 
Commercial robberies dropped by nearly 40% and 
commercial burglaries by 9%. Homicides were up 
89% and aggravated assaults were up 30%. 
 

13WMAZ News 3/9 5pm, 6pm  3 minutes  Reporter Sarah Hammond interviewed Warner 
Robins Police Chief John Wagner, who is celebrating 
two years as the city's top cop. Hammond sat down 
with the 29-year veteran of the department to find 
out where they currently stand on hiring and his 
hopes for the department's future. "I'm still young in 
this job, I'm still learning," says Wagner. Back in 2019, 
Wagner said one of the first things he wanted to 
work on was hiring.  
His goal? 155 total officers. "We're not close to that 
right now," he says. "People are not signing up to be 
police officers. You can't go and get something that's 
not there." He says they lost some of the hiring 
momentum they had going because of the pandemic 
and there's always going to be people retiring and 
getting promoted. 
Another goal for Wagner as chief was for his officers 
to become more proactive instead of reactive. 
"We're kinda chasing our tail, we were going to so 
many calls that it's gotten to the point where we 
can't really police and we're going from place to 
place," Wagner said only 6 hours into the job in 2019. 
Now, he says that is something he thinks they have 
accomplished. "That has slowed down some for two 
reasons. We were able to expand the specialty units. 
One specifically, it's called P.A.C.E. Proactive Crime 
Enforcement. That unit used to be the STOP Team. 
We rebranded that. They work specific crime areas," 
he says. 
He says being a little more selective about which calls 
they answer during the pandemic has helped too. 
"We're a full service agency and we pride ourselves 
on that," he says, "But we had to stop some of the 
things like the grandmother that called and said the 
5-year-old took money out of a wallet. These are 
parental problems that need to be taken care of," he 
says.  
He says their call volume dropped by about 2,000 last 



 

 

year. As for the future, Wagner says he will continue 
the push to hire more officers. He also wants to 
update their training facility, build a new office for 
their forensics unit, get their national certification 
and host more community events. 
He also says they need to take better care of their 
officers wellness, both in Warner Robins and all over 
the state. He says they see more traumatic events 
than the average person and mental health needs to 
be talked about more than it is. "I plan on being here 
for the long haul right now. Lots of work to still be 
done, there's no doubt about that. I want to build the 
department, there's no doubt about that, but I want 
to build it the right way." 
Chief Wagner says he's glad things are slowly starting 
to get back to normal a year into the pandemic as 
more of his officers get vaccinated. 

 

13WMAZ News and CBS 
News 

3/16 -3/31 6am, 
5pm, 
6pm, 
6:30pm, 
11pm 

20 minutes 
total 

Several reports aired after eight people were shot 
and killed in three Georgia spas. Reports included 
information on the arrest of the suspect. Coverage 
included vigils and stories about the victims. Local 
stories included reaction from members of the Asian-
American community in central Georgia. 

 

CBS News Special Report 3/29 10am 2 hours A CBS News Special Report provided coverage of the 
opening arguments in the trial of Derek Chauvin. 

Chauvin is the former Minneapolis police officer 
charged in the death of George Floyd. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ News 3/29 5pm, 6pm 2 minutes A report from WXIA provided an update that a 
settlement has been reached between the Georgia 
Department of Public Safety and 26 troopers who 
were fired after they were accused of cheating on a 
test during Trooper School, according to officials. In 
February 2020, nearly the entire 106th Georgia State 
Patrol trooper class was fired in connection to the 
alleged cheating. After a one-year investigation that 
produced nearly 8,000 documents, most of them 
were cleared.  While the troopers were found to 
have worked together and use their computers on 
the exam, the investigation found that they did not 
intend to cheat, according to Mike Ayers, the 
Executive Director of the Peace Officer Standards and 
Training Council (P.O.S.T).  He said the investigation 
found the troopers believed it was OK to collaborate 
with each other and use additional resources for an 
online test, even though their instructors said they 
didn't give the cadets that impression. "There is no 
indication that there was any willful deception on the 
part of those troopers," Ayers said. Ayers said while 
32 of the troopers in the 106th class were cleared, 
one was not. He said sanctions were recommended 
for that trooper as well as two instructors and a 
cadet from a previous class.  Twenty-six of the 
troopers brought a lawsuit against the Department of 
Public Safety in November 2020. On Monday, the 
Georgia DPS said they reached a settlement - after 
two months of mediation - of $850,000, along with 
offers of reinstatement for 24 of the 26 troopers, 
with "several months of credit toward promotion." 
"While the Department of Public Safety denies any 
legal liability, the Department of Public Safety seeks 
to move the Georgia State Patrol past this dispute 
and avoid years of contentious litigation, especially 
after the Peace Officer Standards and Training 
Council (P.O.S.T.) cleared the Troopers of cheating on 
the radar/lidar test," the DPS said in a statement 
announcing the settlement. "It is the desire of all 
parties involved, that this joint press statement will 
aid in bringing closure and healing to a stressful, 
emotional, and extremely difficult time." 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.13wmaz.com/article/news/regional/georgia-state-patrol-cheating-scandal-started-with-troopers-girlfriend/85-b5108cf7-434f-4f16-bb0c-41e80596dce5
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Local Issue: Government  

13WMAZ News 1/1-1/4 
 
 

6am, 5pm, 
6pm, 11pm 

Approximately  

15 minutes 
total 

13WMAZ News provided daily updates on the runoff 
races for Georgia’s two U.S. Senate seats. Coverage 
included campaign rallies across the state and 
information about voting 
 
 
 
 
 

13WMAZ News 1/5 and 1/6 6am, noon, 
5pm, 6pm, 
11pm 

 Approx. 30 
minutes 
total 

On runoff election day, 13WMAZ provided reports in 
every newscast. Early morning and noon reports 
focused on voting and how polling locations were 
operating. Those reports continued at 5 and 6 with 
reaction from voters. At 11pm, 13WMAZ provided 
coverage of results and reaction from the campaign 
headquarters of each candidate. Coverage 
continued into the next day as votes continued to be 
counted. Jon Ossoff and Reverend Raphael Warnock 
were declared the winners.  

CBS News Special Report 1/6 1pm – 1:58pm; 
2:24pm-8:00pm 

6 hours total CBS News provided special report coverage at 
1:00pm of the electoral count in Congress and then 
beginning at 2:24pm provided coverage of the riot 
at the Capitol. Coverage included fast-breaking 
developments of what was happening as well as 
interviews and statements from elected officials. 

 
 

CBS News and 13WMAZ 
News 

1/7 through 
the remainder 
of the quarter 

6am, 5pm, 6pm, 
6:30pm, 11pm 

Varied week-to-
week 

CBS News and 13WMAZ News provided updates on 
developments following the Capitol Riot on January 
6. Reports focused on a number of developments 
including updates on what happened inside the 
Capitol, victims of the riot, arrests and updates on 
the investigation. 



 

 

13WMAZ News 1/7 6pm 2 minutes 13WMAZ News took a look at the vote splits in 
Georgia's 159 counties and found that only two 
counties in the entire state of Georgia flipped from 
red to blue in Ossoff-Perdue runoff election 
compared to Nov. 2020's data. 
Both were in Central Georgia, according to 
gathered data from the Georgia Secretary of 
State's website. 
According to the results AP used to call the race: Jon 
Ossoff won with 50.28% of the vote (2,222,133 
individual votes) while David Perdue received 
49.72% of the vote (2,197,274 individual votes). 
 
The two counties that flipped from republican to 
democrat were Baldwin and Washington. 
 

CBS News Special Report 1/13 4:21pm 23 minutes A CBS News Special Report aired as the U.S. House 
of Representatives voted to impeach President 
Trump for a second time. 

 
 

CBS News Special Report 1/20 9am 7 hours A CBS News Special Report provided live coverage of 
the ceremony and events for the Presidential 
Inauguration of Joe Biden. 

CBS News Special Report 2/9 12:56pm 5 hours A CBS News Special Report aired with coverage of 
the first day of the 2nd Impeachment Trial of Former 
President Trump. 
 

http://web3.wthr.com/github/eets-wxia/
https://results.enr.clarityelections.com/GA/105369/web.264614/#/reporting


 

 

CBS News Special Report 2/10 11:57am 5 hours and 
40 minutes 

A CBS News Special Report aired with coverage of 
the second day of the 2nd Impeachment Trial of 
Former President Trump. 

 

CBS News Special Report 2/11 11:57am 4 hours and 
30 minutes 

A CBS News Special Report aired with coverage of 
the third day of the 2nd Impeachment Trial of Former 
President Trump. 

 
 

CBS News Special Report 2/12 11:58am 4 hours and 
30 minutes 

A CBS News Special Report aired with coverage of 
the fourth day of the 2nd Impeachment Trial of 
Former President Trump. 
 

CBS News Special Report 2/13 10:00am-
11:20am and 
3:50-3:52pm 

1 hour and 20 
minutes 

A CBS News Special Report aired during the morning 
with coverage of the fifth day of the 2nd 
Impeachment Trial of Former President Trump. In 
the afternoon, coverage aired on the President 
Trump’s acquittal of Impeachment. 

 
 
 
 



 

 

13WMAZ News 2/10 11pm 1 minute  A report aired on the retirement of Dublin Mayor 
Phil Best. He announced that he will be stepping 
down to retire in July. Best made the announcement 
at the Dublin City Council meeting. He said that the 
decision was made based on it simply being "time to 
retire," not due to any illness or wrongdoing. Best 
thanked the community and council for allowing him 
to serve Dublin for 29 years, stating that he was 
grateful. The position is slated to be filled during 
midterm elections from May to August. 

 
 

13WMAZ News 2/5 11pm 2 minutes  Reporter Ashlyn Webb filed a report on Macon 
Mayor Lester Miller’s plan to address burned, 
blighted structures which are declared a nuisance 
under county law. "We must do this one house at a 
time, one street at a time," Miller said. Code 
enforcement has started with a list of 849 addresses 
where the fire department has received structure 
fire calls. They are still working through that list but 
plan to notify 64 owners to remove their burned, 
blighted structures. "And if and when they don't, we 
will act accordingly," Miller said.  
Miller says their plan to bust blight is data-driven. 
The county showed maps of where structure fires 
have been between 2016 and 2020 and where those 
64 burned and blighted structures are. Miller says 
the county will send out the letters to those 64 
owners, and they will have 10 days to respond.  "The 
mayor can make this decision on their own. Based 
on the law, we're not required to send a 10 day 
notice out. We can begin to tear down these houses 
immediately if he chose to. However, we believe it’s 
only fair to send out proper notification to these 
owners to give them the opportunities to remedy 
the situation on their own before we begin this 
process," Miller said. If owners do not take action, 
the county says they will start the legal process, 
working toward demolishing the structures, but first, 
Macon-Bibb will have to assess each for asbestos. 
Depending on those results, Miller says they'll move 
forward with tearing down the structures, and then 
charging the owners with liens on those properties. 
Miller added that he hopes the county can take 
action on the first 64 houses by May-- whether it is 
the owners taking down the structure, or if the 
owners do not respond, the county demolishing the 
building.  
 
 
 



 

 

13WMAZ News 2/18 5pm, 6pm 3 minutes Reporter Sarah Hammond interviewed the 
candidates in Warner Robins running to replace 
former Post 1 Councilman Daron Lee. Cathy Harless, 
Derek Mack, David Reid and Jeffrey Walker are 
running for the seat. 
Walker did not participate in our interview due to an 
illness. Reid has worked in business management for 
the last 30 years. He's lived in Warner Robins with 
his family for the last 21 years. In just the last three 
years, he has amassed 8,000 followers on his 
Facebook page 'Enough is Enough,' where he keeps 
track of city business. 
"I think I've done as much as I can as a regular 
citizen by running the page and moderating the 
page. I need to take it to the next level," says 
Reid.  Mack graduated from Northside High School 
in 1987 before joining the military. He returned to 
Warner Robins in 1995 to work on Robins Air Force 
Base. Now, he's on the team that works on F-15s. 
"I want to serve the city at a greater capacity where I 
can have real effects than can affect all the citizens 
of Warner Robins." Harless is originally from Athens, 
Ga, but moved to Warner Robins in 1984. The 
daughter of two immigrants, she's now a civilian 
employee on Robins Air Force Base. "I enjoy being a 
part of this community. I know at one time they had 
a female voice there, Carolyn Robbins. She's very 
well known. Her and Henrietta McIntyre as council 
members there. I think that's really my primary 
reason in running and hoping there will be another... 
a chance again to have a female voice on the 
council," says Harless. The candidates discussed 
issues including blight, law enforcement, the 
economy and Robins Air Force Base. 

 



 

 

13WMAZ News 3/1 11pm 2 minutes A report aired from WXIA’s Doug Richards after the 
Georgia House passed a controversial election 
bill that would add voting restrictions in upcoming 
elections. To Republicans, it is a series of perfectly 
sensible election reforms. To Democrats, it is 
nonsensical. "Textbook voter suppression," said 
state Rep. Jasmine Clark (D-Lilburn). House Bill 531 is 
a 66 page bill that would create tighter restrictions 
on in-person voting, vote counting and especially, 
absentee balloting. It adds an ID requirement for 
absentee ballot requests – but just an ID number if 
it’s government issued, like a driver’s license. It 
requires a copy of other identifying info like a utility 
bill, if the voter lacks a government ID. It limits the 
number of absentee ballot drop boxes. It also 
requires drop boxes to be kept indoors, and 
inaccessible if the building is closed. It shortens the 
absentee voting period – and limits weekend early 
voting. "We know that forcing counties to choose 
between Saturday and Sunday voting is targeting 
Black voters, who have used 'souls to the polls' to 
cast their votes" after church on Sundays, said state 
Rep. Bee Nguyen (D-Atlanta). The bill also makes it a 
misdemeanor to give food or drink to any voter 
waiting in a line with 150 feet. Critics said the bill 
was written just to give cover to Republicans 
smarting from former President Donald Trump’s loss 
of Georgia in November.  Republicans framed it only 
as reform. "For those who want to keep hollering 
about suppression? I’ll tell you something: This is a 
politicized issue, folks. It’s about keeping people 
whipped up into a frenzy," said state Rep. Alan 
Powell (R-Hartwell). "That’s the political game. But 
it’s time to put it to bed, folks." The House passed it 
on a party line vote and sends it to the Senate, 
which has its own version. Democrats are already 
threatening to take to court just about any version 
and is signed into law. 

https://www.13wmaz.com/article/news/local/protests/house-bill-531-protest-georgia-capitol/85-e84581a3-ee01-4438-be5c-d1a1145a012f
https://www.13wmaz.com/article/news/local/protests/house-bill-531-protest-georgia-capitol/85-e84581a3-ee01-4438-be5c-d1a1145a012f
https://www.13wmaz.com/article/news/local/protests/house-bill-531-protest-georgia-capitol/85-e84581a3-ee01-4438-be5c-d1a1145a012f
https://www.13wmaz.com/article/news/local/protests/house-bill-531-protest-georgia-capitol/85-e84581a3-ee01-4438-be5c-d1a1145a012f


 

 

13WMAZ News 3/2 11pm 2 minutes Reporter Kayla Solomon spoke with local 
representatives about Georgia House Bill 531. State 
representative Dale Washburn (R) was one of 97 
who voted in favor of the bill. "I felt like there were 
not any unreasonable changes that were made, [it] 
should provide more security and more confidence 
in the system," said Washburn. Representative Patty 
Bentley (D) voted against the bill and says the 
misdemeanor charge is the main reason. "Why do 
we have to add in making it illegal to give a bottled 
water to someone? If we're really not trying to 
suppress the vote, why are we even making giving 
water to someone an issue," said Bentley. She says 
she also voted against it because of the provision 
that sets a deadline to request absentee ballots -- 11 
days before election day. She says, like many 
Democrats, she feels passing this bill is a form of 
voter suppression. "If it becomes law in Georgia, 
then we don't let this deter us from voting. This 
should bring us out in even larger numbers to vote 
in every election going forward," said Bentley. 
 13WMAZ News 3/10 5pm, 6pm 3 minutes Katelyn Sabater covered a protest in Hancock 
County and commissioners asked their county 
attorney to resign because he's sponsored what 
critics call a voter-suppression bill. About 40 people 
protested outside the county courthouse saying 
attorney Barry Fleming should be fired “We have 
lots of protests at the capitol, but when we have 
protests in our local communities, that sends a 
message everywhere,” said participant Jeanne 
Dufort. “Taxpayers are paying for the guy who's 
trying to take their voting rights away.” Fleming is 
also a Republican state representative who 
sponsored House Bill 531. Critics call it a voter 
suppression bill. “It's intentionally set forward to 
decrease the turnout of the African American 
community,” said Adrick Ingram, an organizer of the 
protest. According to the 2019 Census, Hancock 
County's population is around 71% African-
American. “In this day and age, in 2021, we should 
not be at a point we're still fighting for our voting 
rights,” said Ingram. Fleming's bill passed the 
Georgia House last week. It restricts no-excuse 
absentee voting, prohibits early voting on the 
Sunday prior to the election, and limits ballot drop 
boxes. “We want him to get away from us and we 
want him to be fired,” said Ingram. Hancock's 
District 1 Commissioner Gloria Cooper told 13WMAZ 
that they have asked Fleming for a letter of 
resignation. Dufort knew the impact a local protest 
could have. “Showing our leaders we care enough 
about this issue, that moves things.” 
 



 

 

13WMAZ News 3/11 11pm 2 minutes Another story provided an updated as Republican 
State Rep. Barry Fleming (R-Harlem) resigned. 
Shortly after protest, the Hancock County board of 
commissioners asked Fleming to resign – and he did. 
"Hancock County is a great place. There’s a great 
board of commissioners there. I enjoyed working 
with them for, I think, nine years. I only wish them 
the best," Fleming told 11Alive News.  
Fleming said he had no objection to his forced 
departure – or even the political reasons behind it. 
"None whatsoever. They’re good people. If I can 
ever do anything in the future to help them I’ll be 
happy to," Fleming said. He added that he thinks 
many protesters against his election bill 
"misunderstand" many of its controversial 
components. 
 

13WMAZ News 3/2 5pm, 6pm 3 minutes A report provided an update as Warner Robins now 
has its first city administrator. Mayor and council 
approved David Corbin for the job, effective 
immediately."I am so excited about it. It's something 
that we've needed for a very long time, you know, 
and it's happened," said councilman Larry 
Curtis.Back in August 2017, the city created the city 
administrator position, but never hired anyone. The 
discussion resumed in 2019 when a University of 
Georgia study said Warner Robins is the only mid-
sized Georgia city without that position, so the city 
updated its charter.Once Gov. Brian Kemp signed off 
on the new charter, the hiring process began in Aug 
2020. "I think this is the perfect answer for what the 
citizens voted for because the citizens voted for an 
individual that was in favor of a full-time mayor and 
some form of city administrator, and that's what we 
have," said Mayor Randy Toms. Corbin is the 
managing director of Terminus, LLC, a company that 
provides financial advice to corporations, 
governmental entities and nonprofits. As Warner 
Robins' city administrator, he will answer to the mayor 
and have the power to appoint and suspend city 
employees and prepare the budget, according to the 
amended charter. "Working with department directors, 
making sure day to day operations... and I'm certainly 
going to be involved in that with David," said Toms. He 
says he still intends to be a full time mayor for the city. 
Curtis says having someone in the position is going to help 
tremendously. "I think it means better communication. 
One person, one centralized person that we can contact to 
get things done. It's just going to be better 
communication. He actually brings a skillset as a city 
administrator that we currently don't have," said Curtis. 
Toms says they are still working through the final details 
of the contract, like Corbin's salary and what will happen 
to the city's current contract with Terminus. 

 



 

 

13WMAZ News 3/16 11pm 2 minutes In Warner Robins, Sarah Hammond reported that 
Derek Mack won the race to fill former Councilman 
Daron Lee's City Council seat. Derek Mack defeated 
David Reid, Catherine Harless, and Jeffrey Walker for 
the Post 1 City Council seat. Mack received 2,042 
votes, Reid followed with 956 votes, Harless ended 
with 181 votes, while Walker captured 87 votes." 
Right now, I'm just numb, I'm ecstatic, I'm honored," 
Mack said about his win. 
Mack said earlier Tuesday that he was glad to finally 
make it to Election Day and went out to encourage 
people to take a few minutes to vote. "It's just a 
product of all our hard work and we're just ready to 
cross the river and move on to bigger and better 
things and go to work," Mack said. Mack graduated 
from Northside High School in 1987 before joining 
the military. He returned to Warner Robins in 1995 
to work on Robins Air Force Base, and is now on the 
team that works on F-15s. In February, Mack said 
tackling blight, strengthening the city's relationship 
with Robins Air Force Base, and closing the 
economic divide in Warner Robins were among his 
biggest goals if he were to win the seat. "I want to 
represent every citizen in this city and I just want to 
thank them for voting, because like I said before, I'm 
not the most valuable player, the citizens of this city 
are what is important, and that's my main focus," 
said Mack. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ News 3/8 11pm 2 minutes Ashlyn Webb reported that Macon-Bibb County 
commissioners are considering prohibiting alcohol 
licenses for businesses who sell alcohol to go near a 
church or county recreation center. The proposed 
ordinance stems from a conversation among 
commissioners in early February about the Discount 
Zone located at 2031 Shurling Drive. The business 
asked the commission to approve their application 
for an alcohol license, but then, some 
commissioners noted the businesses was across the 
street from churches. Now, commissioners Paul 
Bronson, Seth Clark, and Virgil Watkins are 
proposing to ban selling alcohol to go if a business is 
within 100 yards of a church or recreation center. 
According to the proposal, this applies to vice marts 
which under county law are small retail stores that 
sell inexpensive items, but are not gas stations, 
grocery stores, drug stores, or small box discount 
shops. "This is an effort to limit the number of stores 
that are opening and continuing to open," said 
Commissioner Virgil Watkins.  
Commissioner Elaine Lucas says she's looking 
forward to considering the ordinance after years of 
hearing constituents' concerns. "They always have 
questions about how close it is, if it's going to 
interfere with their worship," Lucas said. Mayor 
Lester Miller says he is in favor of this type of 
legislation. However, he wants to see an 
amendment that protects some businesses. 
"I have a problem with a business that has been 
here for a long period of time, obeying the law, 
paying property taxes, doing what's required of 
them on a yearly basis, and then all the sudden, 
maybe a recreation center or a school opens up 
within 100 yards of them. Now, suddenly, they're in 
violation of the law," Miller said.  This is set to be 
discussed during committee on Tuesday, but there is 
expected to be at least one amendment, concerning 
existing stores, announced during the meeting.  
 

CBS News Special Report 3/25 1:25pm 1 hour A CBS News Special Report covered President 
Biden’s first press conference. Topics included 
COVID-19, immigration, military presence in 
Afghanistan, voting rights legislation, 
infrastructure and foreign affairs. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ News 3/25 11pm 2 minutes Ashlyn Webb reported on local reaction after 
Governor Brian Kemp signed Senate Bill 202. Among 
other changes, the law adds new restrictions on 
absentee voting, criminalizes giving food to voters, 
and gives greater control to the state legislature and 
State Elections Board over how elections are run. 
The law gives the State Elections Board powers such 
as letting them replace local election officials. It will 
also give the State Board the ability to take over 
local elections boards if the state determines they're 
underperforming. Rep. Barry Flemming said on the 
House floor Thursday that the state intervention 
would mirror the oversight for school systems."If 
there’s a school system that’s about to lose their 
accreditation and their kids can’t even get into 
college with the diplomas from that school system, 
there’s provision in our law where after due process, 
changes can be made to get those school systems 
back on track. It’s a temporary fix, so to speak," 
Flemming said. Under the law, county 
commissioners or a certain number of state 
legislators could request a performance review of 
local election officials. The State Election Board 
could also create an independent performance 
review board. According to the law, the State Board 
of Elections can suspend up to four local election 
board superintendents at a time. The law says the 
state would temporarily replace the local 
superintendent with a single appointee to run 
county elections. "I’m less concerned about the 
party affiliation. I’m more concerned about the 
micromanaging without our input," Clark 
said. Mayor Pro Tem Seth Clark proposed a 
resolution in Macon-Bibb County’s commission on 
Tuesday, asking the local delegation to strip that 
portion of the bill and also asking the Governor to 
veto the bill. An amended version passed committee 
7 to 2. "There are anti-democratic measures in 
terms of voter access, but the main thing that 
concerns us as a board... and, I think the citizens 
should be concerned about, is that it takes the voice 
of their elected representatives out of the process," 
Clark said. Macon-Bibb County Board of Elections 
chairman Mike Kaplan says he does not believe the 
aim of the law is to take away autonomy from local 
boards but to address problems that occurred in 
some counties. "I hope it’s something that’s fairly 
serious , rather than something like they don’t like 
the results of an election," Kaplan said. The law will 
also take away the Secretary of State’s role as the 
State Election Board’s chair. Instead the legislature, 
currently controlled by Republicans, would fill that 
post. This is significant because the state board of 
elections in in charge of investigating local election 
complaints. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ News 3/26 6pm 2 minutes Wanya Reese reported as some faith leaders in 
Macon reacting to the passing of Senate Bill 202. A 
group of pastors went to Atlanta Thursday to rally 
against the bill that became law. Bibb Mount Zion 
pastor Paul Little traveled to Atlanta to rally against 
the controversial election bill. Little says local clergy 
and pastors gathered with more than 100 people 
outside of the Gold Dome. "We are calling it Jim 
Crow 2.0 -- it is simply a reflection of some of the 
former's things that were put in place to hinder us 
from voting. Now, we are seeing new tactics that is 
designed to keep people of color from exercising 
their democratic right," Little said. Little says limiting 
the drop box locations for ballots, absentee voting 
requirements, and more disenfranchises Black 
people.  
"Considering the fact you can't pass out water to 
people who may be in line, so think about how that 
impacts our seniors and those who may have 
medical concerns. I think it is deplorable those type 
of things are being put in place," Little said.  Connie 
Gantt agreed, saying the law will suppress the vote 
for African Americans and other minorities. "We 
have fought too hard to get us to where we are 
today for this to take us way back -- you are trying to 
suppress people from voting," Gantt said. Gantt and 
Little say they will keep on fighting to make sure 
everyone is educated on the new law. 
"We are standing up. This is only phase one, so it is 
not just about a protest, we are also planning to 
help with informative sessions with helping people 
to understand these new regulations so we can 
make the necessary adjustments to help people cast 
their votes," Little said.  
 
 



 

 

13WMAZ News 3/26 11pm 2 minutes Ashlyn Webb reported on the differences people 
have about the Election Integrity Act of 2021. While 
many Republicans are saying the Election Integrity 
Act of 2021 restores confidence in the election 
system, some Democrats and voting rights groups 
are saying these changes are voter suppression.The 
law now faces legal challenges. Three groups have 
now filed a federal lawsuit against the Secretary of 
State and members of the state election board, 
challenging Senate Bill 202. The three groups --- the 
New Georgia Project, the Black Voters Matter Fund, 
and Rise -- filed the suit in federal court on 
Thursday, challenging the new law. The complaint 
alleges that minority voters will be disproportionally 
affected by this law. The suit says the law illegally 
suppresses voters' rights and violates the 14th 
amendment and the 1965 Voting Rights Act. "You're 
making it more difficult to vote for people who are 
disproportionally impacted, who historically in this 
country have gone through these burdens to vote," 
Albright said. April England-Albright, legal director of 
Black Voters Matter, says the changes in Georgia's 
voting rules comes after high turnout in recent 
elections. "You want to prevent those communities 
that came out in large numbers, that used mail in 
voting, that used drop off boxes, that used early 
voting and actually increased representation, and 
increased participation. That should be the bedrock 
of every Secretary of State's office, right? To make 
this process easier?" Albright said.  Georgia Election 
Official Gabriel Sterling says the suit is "very minor 
and discreet" and that the law is not voter 
suppression. "What we are going to do is going to 
help the voter, expand access and make it all secure 
all at the same time. They have a narrative for 
politics, they have to have it. Anything we do is voter 
suppression. If we passed a bill saying we'll give you 
$5 to vote, they'll say, 'No, it has to be $10 or it's 
voter suppression,'" Sterling said. He says the push 
for election reform stemmed from disinformation 
concerning fraud in the 2020 election. However, he 
claims some of these election changes, that were 
mentioned in the lawsuit, were needed, including 
handing out food and drink to voters. "We literally 
had people handing out Warnock water, and that 
really kind of gets around the idea that you're not 
campaigning. It's a criminal offense to go campaign 
within 150 feet and has for decades. This closes that 
loophole for advocacy groups have been taking 
advantage of," Sterling said. Albright added that 
their lawsuit is a good start, and that she believes 
more groups will follow in their lead with more suits 
filed against the state. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ News 3/31 6pm, 11pm 3 minutes Reporter Ashlyn Webb reported on the passage of 
HB 575 at the end of the legislative session in the 
Georgia General Assembly. If the Governor signs the 
bill, Macon-Bibb County voters will have to vote on 
whether they want the change. This penny sales tax, 
known as an OLOST, is meant to help Bibb County 
property owners by rolling back the millage rate, but 
in exchange, people will have to pay an extra cent 
on the dollar for taxable items they purchase in the 
county. With 15 minutes left in the legislative 
session for the Georgia General Assembly, HB 575, 
sponsored by Rep. Robert Dickey, passed the 
Georgia House of Representatives for final approval 
of the amended bill. It passed the House 165-1. It 
barely passed the State Senate, 29-23, on 
Wednesday evening. Mayor Lester Miller and Mayor 
Pro Tem Seth Clark were in Atlanta waiting for the 
bill to be passed. “We're up here doing all we can to 
make sure that OLOST passes, and we're very 
hopeful. Like the Mayor said, this will be one of the 
largest tax rollbacks in the history since 
consolidation. That's what we're up here fighting 
for,” Clark said about an hour before the final vote. 
Miller said earlier on Wednesday that if the bill did 
not pass, it would have been detrimental to the local 
economy, and that the legislation could have been 
“dead once and for all.” Now that the change is 
moving on to the Governor’s desk, county leaders 
say they’re celebrating their victory. “Macon-Bibb 
County is going to get the biggest tax relief that it’s 
ever got before. We’re going to roll the taxes back. 
You’re going to see about a 40 percent reduction in 
millage rate on the Bibb County side,” Miller 
said. Macon-Bibb County would hold a special 
election where you can vote on whether or not you 
are in favor of this new penny sales tax. If that 
referendum passes, expect lower property taxes and 
a slight increase in sales tax. The tax will ease the 
burden on property owners, but people will have to 
pay one more cent on the dollar for taxable items. 
Miller says a plus for residents is that around 70 
percent of the county's sales tax is actually paid by 
people who live outside of Bibb County.  
 

 
 
 



 

 

Local Issue: Racial Equity and Social Justice  
 

Program Date Time Duration Description 

13WMAZ News 2/3 6am 2 minutes During February, 13wmaz, through its 
partnership with Mercer University’s Center 
for Collaborative Journalism aired a series of 
reports called "Black History in the Making." 
On February 3, the series profiled DeMarcus 
Beckham. Beckham enrolled at Middle 
Georgia State University in 2013, following 
his love of history. "I loved understanding 
my people. I loved understanding why 
things were the way they were," he said. 
"I'm just not African-American. I'm LGBT," 
Beckham said. As the southern field 
organizer with Georgia Equality, one of the 
largest organizations advocating for LGBTQ+ 
rights in the state, Beckham lobbies state 
representatives to bring LGBTQ+ issues 
forward. Georgia is one of three states that 
has no form of state level protection for 
people in the LGBT community. Last year 
mayor Robert Reichert vetoed a local anti-
discrimination ordinance.  "I do not like to 
give up a fight very easily. We're going to 
bring this back," Beckham said. 
He is also making sure more voices like his 
are heard at the polls. Before the past 
election, he worked with the New Georgia 
Project, an initiative helping people get 
registered to vote. "I've had the pleasure of 
myself and my team, registering and re 
registering over 7,000 individuals and the 
middle and South Georgia area," he said. 
Beckham is also the executive director of 
Reach to Impact, a Macon-area non-profit 
that provides STD testing and education, 
particularly HIV/AIDS in the LGBT 
community.  
 



 

 

13WMAZ News 2/10 6am 2 minutes During February, Americans celebrate Black 
History Month. Black history is American 
history, but it also celebrates the 
future.  Anchor Eryn Rogers interviewed 
Kandice Lumpkin. She is a 17-year-old 
history maker. She's a junior at Perry High 
School and is making waves in the 
agriculture industry.  “With my granddad 
being a farmer and me staying with him for 
a small portion of my life, just always being 
down there while my parents were at work, 
I would always beg to go to the farm with 
my granddad or work in the garden with 
my grandmother,” Lumpkin said.  Not only is 
she a cheerleader, soccer player and 
pageant queen, but she’s truly 'Georgia 
Grown.' She created seed packets under 
that name so people can grow vegetables 
like tomatoes, iceberg lettuce and even 
peppers from the comfort of their home. 
She says part of her inspiration came from 
her grandmother.   
“I just wanted to do something with her and 
for her," said Lumpkin. "So with her seed 
packets and with her seeds, and being able 
to put the seasons which you should grow 
them in, she helped me create the packets." 
They are little seeds sowing a successful 
future.   “I think it's really important for 
students to know how their food is getting 
from the farm to the table,” Lumpkin said.   
She visits classrooms, helps students learn 
how to plant her seeds, and reads to them 
about the importance of fresh food. It’s a 
service her mentor, Faye Lewis Boyer, says 
is needed.  “Being the only black person at 
the cow show, you get some stares,” 
Lumpkin said. "Being able to come into my 
community and show them that it's not just 
about how you look or where you came 
from, but your passion for it." She wants to 
go to Auburn University to play soccer and 
major in biology and sports medicine after 
her senior year. Her goal is to become 
a physical therapist and she says she may 
even put it all together to create a protein 
that people can grow at home. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ News 2/15 
 
 

11pm 3 minutes 13WMAZ airs a series of reports titled 
“Crucial Conversations.” On February 15, 
Anchor Eryn Rogers spoke 
spoke to Dr. Chester Fontenot, Mercer 
University’s Director of Africana Studies and 
Dr. Shelton Land, the United Way of Central 
Georgia’s Education Program Manager 
about disparities in the education system. 
Each discussed historical factors that 
favored white students over black students, 
how it’s still manifesting in the 21st century, 
and they highlighted programs with a focus 
of seeing every student succeed.  Questions 
included: What's the history of education in 
Black America? Dr. Fontenot: This history 
has deep roots, and then states have been 
spending anywhere from four to five times 
as much on white suburban kids as they 
have Black inner-city, so there's this built-in 
systemic inequality in the education system, 
when you add to that the fact that our 
public schools are funded on really the 
wrong type of model. Public schools are 
funded on property taxes, which gives a 
decided advantage to those who are living 
in higher income areas.   Eryn: It was 
downright dangerous for some Black people 
to learn how to read. Can you talk about 
that? Dr. Fontenot: It was a capital offense 
for a slave to learn to read or write, but also 
for anyone to teach a slave to read or 
write.  Eryn: Talk about the challenges Black 
people faced during segregation. Dr. 
Fontenot: During segregation, the majority 
of black students had to go to schools that 
were ill-equipped, in many cases didn't even 
have a building.   Eryn: Around five years 
ago, Bibb literacy rate was around 50 
percent. What are some of those historical 
factors that played into that? Dr. 
Fontenot: One thing is kids are coming to 
school from families, a lot of them, that 
don't have the capacity to help these kids 
read. Eryn:  A lot of disruptive influences are 
rooted in poverty, and a lot of times poverty 
is rooted in a lack of education, so is it 
a never-ending cycle? Dr. Fontenot: It's a 
catch-22 -- it's kind of like, 'How do you get 
out of poverty if you can't read or write?' 
Well, here's a quick answer -- sell drugs. The 
thing on their mind may not be passing this 
class, the primary thing may be living 
another day, so what can the school do, 
what can the state do, what can the city 
do?   
One way the Macon-Bibb community is 
helping is through a United Way program 
called Read United, which is led by Dr. 
Shelton Land.   
 
 

https://liberalarts.mercer.edu/academic-departments/africana-studies/
https://www.unitedwaycg.org/
https://www.unitedwaycg.org/
https://www.unitedwaycg.org/readunited
https://www.unitedwaycg.org/readunited


 

 

13WMAZ News 2/17 6am 2 minutes In the series “Black History in the Making,” 
Amyre Makupson with Mercer University's 
Center for Collaborative Journalism 
interviewed Chris Timothy. "I realized if I 
can help myself out of things, dealing with 
the things that I see on social media and TV 
with race or whatever it may be, then I can 
help somebody else," Timothy said. 
At 17-years-old Christopher Timothy is 
already an activist. "Everyone is human. And 
then seeing the way that these different 
demographics are treated as if they're not 
human, or that they're less than anybody 
else. Just makes me want to fight for people 
to realize that they are human," Timothy 
said. He's also an artist, performing under 
the name Prxphecy – using his lyrics to push 
conversations about race and inequality. 
"When you combine music with purpose, 
you can really speak to someone," he said. 
"They may go to it just for the beat or the 
flow, and then they start to listen and they 
start to hear the message and you've 
already got them hooked. And now you can 
really touch their hearts and touch their 
minds," he said. "And maybe teach them 
something they didn't know." 
The Howard High school senior says recent 
events like the shootings of unarmed black 
men motivated him to speak 
out. "Understanding everything that's 
happened in the past, and none of its really 
gone away, it's just in a different shape that 
we all have to deal with. That is a constant 
motivator of passion for me, because it's 
not gone, which means I still have so much 
more to do and so much more to write 
about," Timothy said.  
And he's not stopping anytime soon. 
"Because first, it's always equality and 
equity, but we can't have that if we're not 
united. Because we have to exist within the 
same society and sit across the same table if 
we want to achieve this kind of equal rights 
that we've been fighting for, for so long," he 
said. 
 
 
  
 

13WMAZ News 2/23 5pm, 6pm, 
11pm 

5 minutes 
total 

13WMAZ took a look back one year since 
the killing of Ahmaud Arbery. The report 
looked at the timeline of events that have 
occurred since his death, including the 
protest that occurred last summer and  an 
update on the cases of the three men 
charged with the shooting death of Arbery. 
 

https://www.13wmaz.com/article/news/crime/ahmaud-arbery-mom-sons-death-year-later/85-013893be-78a4-4e26-b48a-81b5e672e864
https://www.13wmaz.com/article/news/crime/ahmaud-arbery-mom-sons-death-year-later/85-013893be-78a4-4e26-b48a-81b5e672e864


 

 

13WMAZ News 2/24 and 2/27 6pm and 
11pm 

5 minutes 
total 

A report previewed that the city of 

Milledgeville and Baldwin County NAACP 
chapter are hosting a ceremony on February 
27 for the dedication of Floyd Griffin Jr. 
Street and the rededication of Black 
Heritage Plaza. 
Griffin was the first Black state senator to 
represent a majority white rural district and 
first Black mayor of Milledgeville. He served 
as mayor from 2002-2006. Griffin is a 
veteran who served 20 years in the U.S. 
Army and his legacy is familiar to many in 
Central Georgia. He says when the NAACP 
got his permission to name the street after 
him and rededicate the Black Heritage Plaza 
in his name that he was, "pleased... 
surprised... and humbled." 
He says the plaza is something he made 
sure was put in place when he was mayor. 
He adds the district could've been named 
for someone else, and that, "it should've 
been done a long time ago." 
He says the significance of naming streets 
after historical figures who made an impact 
in their local community is "important." 
"Now, for it to be named for me, you know, 
it's very exciting," he said. 
When he was growing up in Milledgeville, 
his parent owned a dry cleaning business on 
the street, and a funeral home business in 
the district in 1966. "It has a lot of meaning 
to me and to my family," Griffin said. 
He says more streets in Milledgeville should 
be named after local individuals, and that 
it's a positive thing for the younger 
generation to see."It's something the 
community can look up to for years and 
years to come," he said. 
Griffin, along with his wife and sister, will 
attend the ceremony. 
 
13WMAZ also aired another report on 
February 27 after covering the event. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ News 3/26 6pm 2 minutes Katelyn Sabater reported on efforts to pass 
the Equality Act. Georgia is one of 27 states 
that has no explicit law protecting the 
LGBTQ community from discrimination. Last 
month, the House of Representatives 
passed the Equality Act, a bill that would 
ban discrimination against people based on 
sexual orientation and gender identity. 
Sabater interviewed DeMarcus Beckham. He 
said he was worried when searching for a 
home in Macon because there are no laws 
to protect him if an owner decided not to 
sell to him based off of his sexual 
orientation. 
“These are things we’re seeing across our 
nation where cases of discrimination are 
coming up,” said Beckham. 
Beckham is a founder and board member of 
Macon Pride. He said there are only 11 
cities in Georgia that have laws to protect 
the LGBTQ community- Macon is not one of 
them. “We want to make sure just four 
words – "sexual orientation" and "gender 
identity" – are added to our laws.” 
The Equality Act, if passed, could do just 
that. It would make discrimination in 
housing, employment and public 
accommodations illegal. “I have a right to be 
protected,” said Beckham. The act passed in 
the U.S. House, and all eight Georgia 
Republicans opposed it. Congressman Jody 
Hice, whose district includes Milledgeville, 
released a statement where he claims 
Democrats are trying to "erase the age-old 
definition of gender as male and 
female."“It’s a tired old tactic that people 
use to be discriminatory,” said Beckham. 
Beckham who identifies as a Christian, said 
he also hears people fear the measure will 
take away their religious rights. “You don’t 
have to worry about the Equality Act 
affecting the way you operate your church.” 
The measure now has to go through the 
Senate, where the bill could be filibustered 
and stalled. “It would take 60 votes, not the 
50 plus one.” 
But Beckham remains optimistic for the 
future of the Equality Act. “Understand, if it 
doesn’t get passed this session, it will get 
passed.” Beckham said Macon Pride is 
working to get a non-discrimination 
ordinance to the Macon-Bibb 
commissioners and Mayor Lester Miller.    

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Local Issue: Health   
 

Program Date Time Duration Description 

13WMAZ News 1/1 through 3/31 6am, 5pm, 
6pm, 11pm 

Time varied 
each day 

13WMAZ News reported daily on the 
pandemic and its impact on the community 
of central Georgia. 13WMAZ reported new 
developments as they became available. 
The station aired press conferences from 
government officials throughout the 
quarter and updated information from 
those press conferences in the station’s 
newscasts. The station researched data to 
provide updates weekly on the case curve 
in central Georgia. As vaccinations became 
available, 13WMAZ provided detailed 
information on eligibility and how to 
register for vaccination. Much of the 
information in this section provides a 
sample of the type of reporting the station 
provided to the community throughout the 
quarter. 

13WMAZ News 1/4, 1/11, 1/18, 
1/25, 2/1, 2/8, 
2/15, 2/22, 3/1, 
3/8, 3/15, 3/22, 
3/29 

5pm, 6pm 3 minutes 
each week 

Each Monday during 13WMAZ News at 5 
and 6, Anchor Katelyn Heck provided an 
update on the COVID-19 case curve in 
central Georgia. On January 4 the report 
noted that health experts warned of a spike 
in COVID-19 cases following the Christmas 
and New Year holidays. It's still early to get 
an exact measure, but Georgia's latest case 
counts already show the state has reached 
a new record-peak.nThree days after 
Christmas, more people got COVID-19 than 
any other day in the pandemic with 7,752 
new cases. That falls within the state's two-
week preliminary data window, so more 
cases could be added to that total as the 
state receives more test results from that 
time. Even outside the preliminary window, 
new coronavirus cases in Georgia now 
surpass levels from July after three months 
of increasing numbers. Right outside the 
preliminary window, Georgia averaged 
4,858 new cases a day. That is 400 cases 
more than the peak average in July.nMany 
central Georgia counties show similar 
trends, but Hancock and Twiggs counties 
report the highest spread rates in our area 
in the last two weeks at 1,245 cases per 
100,000 people in Hancock and 952 per 
100,000 in Twiggs. 

 

  

 



 

 

13WMAZ Special Report 1/8 12:30pm 20 minutes Live coverage of Governor Brian P. Kemp’s 
press conference on vaccine distribution in 
Georgia. Governor Brian Kemp says the 
state is prepared to administer up to 80,000 
vaccines a week. He says, soon, Georgia's 
over 65 population and other parties can go 
to the Department of Public Health website 
to schedule an appointment for the vaccine. 
Kemp says people can get the vaccine at the 
health department, pharmacies, grocery 
stores and even hospitals at certain 
locations. "The state now has the capacity 
to administer 11,428 doses of the Pfizer and 
Moderna vaccines per day," he said. "That is 
approximately 80,000 doses a week." 
As of Friday, the state has administered 
about 24.48% of the vaccines delivers to the 
state by the federal government, he said. 
Kemp asked residents of Georgia for 
patience to administer the limited number 
of vaccines available. He has a message for 
those reluctant to get vaccinated. "Please. 
This vaccine is safe. It is highly effective," 
Kemp said. "I have complete confidence in the 

vaccine. I will be getting one as soon as I become 
eligible." He continued to stress that people 
keep washing their hands, practice social 
distancing, follow the guidelines put in place by 
the government and wear a mask. 

 13WMAZ News 1/11 Noon, 5pm, 
6pm, 11pm 

Approximately  
5 minutes 
total 

A report informed the community that 
a high volume of calls is flooding the North 
Central Health District as they opened 
vaccination appointments for first 
responders and people older than 65. 
According to a post from the health district: 
"We are currently experiencing an extremely 
high volume of calls to schedule COVID-19 
vaccination appointments. We understand your 
frustration and your desire to secure COVID-19 
vaccination appointments. We are working with 
the company we use for the call line to try to 
improve this process. Public health staff are 
doing the best they can to manage vaccination, 
COVID-19 testing and other essential public 
health services all at once. We ask for your 
continued patience during this time." People 
who called and emailed the 13WMAZ newsroom 
also said the recording had not been updated to 
reflect the change in who could schedule an 
appointment. Michael Hokanson with the health 
district says the third-party service they use 
hasn’t updated the automated message, and it’s 
something they’re working to fix. If you cannot 
get through, you are asked to keep trying until 
you’re able to schedule an appointment. 
Those eligible to schedule a vaccination in Phase 
1A+ include: healthcare providers, employees 
and residents of long-term care facilities, adults 
65+ and their caregivers (as applicable) and first 
responders. The report provided the number to 
call to try and schedule an appointment. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Special Report 1/21 4pm 20 minutes Live coverage of Governor Brian Kemp’s 
press conference on COVID-19 vaccine 
distribution in Georgia. Georgia Department 
of Public Health Commissioner Dr. Kathleen 
Toomey also spoke at the press conference.  

 

13WMAZ Special Report 1/26 11am 20 minutes Live coverage of Governor Brian Kemp’s 
press conference on COVID-19 vaccine 
distribution in Georgia. Georgia Department 
of Public Health Commissioner Dr. Kathleen 
Toomey also spoke at the press conference.  

 

CBS News Special Report 1/26 4:49pm 17 minutes A CBS News Special Report covered 
President Biden’s remarks on the fight 
against COVID-19 and vaccine delivery. 
 
 

CBS News Special Report 2/15 11pm 2 minutes Anchor/Reporter Wanya Reese filed a 
report that health officials had confirmed 
the first case of the UK variant of COVID-19 
in Houston County. Across the country, 
more than 30 states including Georgia have 
now detected the more transmissible 
variant, according to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
website. "Because this variant definitely is 
more transmissible, at least 30 to 40 
percent transmissible, maybe more than 
that," Infectious disease specialist Dr. 
Jennifer Hoffman said. Hoffman works with 
Coliseum Medical Centers and says the UK 
variant is not only passed easily but could 
also be more dangerous."It might be more 
deadly as well, so we have to buckle down 
and be that more careful," Hoffman 
said. The North Central Health District has 
started contact tracing to limit the spread 
of the variant after a case was identified 
Monday. The district warns there could be 
more cases than the first case confirmed. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Special Report 2/18 4pm 30 minutes Live coverage of Governor Brian Kemp’s 
press conference on COVID-19 vaccine 
distribution in Georgia. Georgia Department 
of Public Health Commissioner Dr. Kathleen 
Toomey and Georgia Emergency 
Management and Homeland Security 
Agency Director Chris Stallings also spoke at 
the press conference. The Governor 
announced plans to open four mass 
vaccination sites in Georgia, including one 
in Macon. 
 

13WMAZ News 2/22 5pm, 6pm 3 minutes Anchor Katelyn Heck reported that for 
several weeks, Georgia has reported a 
downward trend in new COVID-19 cases. 
The state's daily average dropped by about 
two-thirds within a month from almost 
9,800 at the peak in January to nearly 3,300 
right before the two-week preliminary data 
window. After the previous peak in July, it 
took more than twice as long for numbers 
to drop by that ratio. In central Georgia, 
Bibb and Houston Counties both show 
significant drops in new cases as well. Bibb's 
daily average dropped by 100 from the 
peak in January to the start of the two-
week preliminary data window. Bibb 
averages 47 new cases a day, but that is still 
well above the 12 cases a day the county 
reported in September. Houston County 
follows a very similar storyline dropping 
from 187 new cases at the beginning of 
January down to 46 a month later. That is 
still more than four times higher than the 
low point at the first of October. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ News 2/22 
 
 

 5pm, 6pm, 
11pm 

3 minutes  Reporter Sarah Hammond informed the 
community as one of the four state run 
mass vaccination sites in Macon. Each site 
will begin vaccinating about 1,100 people a 
day with a total of 22,000 per week. The 
gates opened at 8 a.m. for those in the 
Phase 1A+ group to get their Pfizer 
vaccines. "I'm relieved I got the first one out 
of the way. I'm halfway vaccinated," says 
Cassandra Hollings from Macon. From 
check in to leaving the site, she says the 
process took about an hour and a half. John 
Snow and his wife tried to get an 
appointment at the Atlanta site, but it was 
full, so they drove down to Macon. "We're 
pleased to finally get it because it is in short 
supply," says Snow. Georgia Emergency 
Management Agency Field Director Jason 
Ritter says day one has gone well. 
"Around 7:30, our customers started rolling 
in and have had a steady flow since then," 
he says. "Everything seems to be going as 
planned with a few minor hiccups that we 
expected to have." He says they have had 
some people come through who didn't 
understand the QR codes you need to scan 
when you come for your appointment, but 
they have people checking you in that can 
help. 
 
 
 

CBS News Special Report 2/22 6pm 15 minutes A CBS News Special Report provided 
coverage of President Biden’s remarks on 
the nation reaching a total of 500,000 
deaths due to COVID-19. 

 
 
 



 

 

13WMAZ News 2/24 6pm 2 minutes Reporter Taelore Hicks reported on the 
Mercer Medicine Health Clinic in Putnam 
County. "We're underserved in primary 
care, and secondly, we have to drive 50 
miles or more for specialists," one Putnam 
County resident said, a problem that most 
people in Putnam County residents run into 
when facing a health problem. Due to the 
lack of specialists in the area, Lowell White 
Jr opened Harmony Medical Center plaza 
five years ago. "We started the medical 
center knowing that we have a lot of needs 
and we wanted to try and improve that," 
White said. Although White was able to 
bring in different specialists through 
Harmony, he still had trouble trying to bring 
in a health care provider. "So I reached out 
to Mercer about a primary healthcare 
provider and found out about these clinics 
they're putting around rural Georgia," 
White said. Dean of Mercer's School of 
Medicine Jean Sumner helped White bring a 
Mercer Medicine Health Clinic to Putnam 
County. "Mercer is committed to our 
mission which is rural and underserved 
populations and Putnam County showed us 
that they had a need and we felt that we 
could help meet that need," Sumner said. 
Sumner says this clinic will allow anyone to 
get quality service whether they have 
insurance or not. "Quality primary care 
improves quality of care overall and 
decreases cost of care because you can help 
prevent complications and worsening of 
diseases," Sumner said. 

 
  



 

 

13WMAZ News 2/25 5pm, 6pm 2 minutes A report provided an update that Central 
Georgia's two largest healthcare groups 
have agreed to stop pursuing a proposed 
"strategic combination," according to a joint 
statement released. They've been talking 
about the partnership since at least 2018, 
when Houston Healthcare COO Charles 
Briscoe said, "It's not a sale and not a 
merger." At that time, Houston CEO Roy 
Watson said, "Like many standalone 
community health systems, our financial 
system is not as good as it once was. We've 
arrived at a point where we must join with 
a partner in order to retain to viability and 
longevity of our hospital.” The two groups 
said Navicent had agreed to spend at least 
$125 million over 10 years in the Houston 
Medical service area, on things like 
equipment replacement, hiring surgeons 
and upgrading facilities. They said Houston 
Medical's facilities would still be run locally 
and no layoffs were planned, but on 
Thursday, Atrium Health Navicent and 
Houston Healthcare released the joint 
statement saying the two sides agreed to 
walk away from their talks. It says, "The 

yearlong impact of the unforeseen COVID-19 
pandemic caused both organizations to 
reevaluate the parameters of the agreement, 
and we agreed it was in both of our interests to 
step away from the combination process." 
According to their most recent reports online, 
Atrium Health Navicent has more than 5,000 
employees, Houston Healthcare more than 
2,300. 

 13WMAZ News 3/2 6pm 2 minutes Reporter Molly Jett updated the community 
that Atrium Health Navicent is opening a 
brand new, drive-thru vaccination site in 
Macon, outside the health system's Family 
Health Center on Eisenhower Parkway. 
Jessica Whittington, an RN with Atrium 
Health Navicent, got her second COVID-19 
shot a couple of weeks ago and is eager to 
be part of the new vaccination site. 
"Yesterday, when we did a trial run, we had 
everything set up and it was raining, and 
there was a rainbow over the tent," said 
Whittington. "It was our symbol of hope." 
For now, the site will be providing 
vaccinations on an appointment-only basis 
to those in Phase 1A+, which includes first 
responders, healthcare workers and those 
who are at least 65 years old. Pre-K through 
12 teachers will become eligible under 
Phase 1A+ starting March 8. The report 
provided information about how to 
schedule an appointment. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ News 3/2 5pm, 6pm  3 minutes Reporter Bre’onna Richardson filed a report 
on allergy-related symptoms versus signs of 
COVID-19. Christy Burress says she and her 
daughter take allergy medicine year-round 
for allergies. On New Year's Eve, she was 
caught by surprise. "I actually had the virus. 
New Year's Eve it started out like, I thought 
I had allergy problems," she said. "Then the 
next day, I thought I was having sinus 
issues, and then I thought it was a sinus 
infection." 
She noticed one major red flag. "The 
biggest thing was when I noticed that 
medications weren't changing anything, 
nothing was helping. I started thinking... 
okay, something else is going on. This isn't 
my allergies," she said. 
13WMAZ spoke to a doctor about how you 
can tell the difference between COVID-19 
and seasonal allergies. Dr. Uwa Iguobadia is 
the Houston Medical Center's chair of 
pediatrics. She says COVID-19 symptoms 
include fever and chills, shortness of breath, 
loss of taste and smell, and body and 
muscle aches. Allergies usually just bring 
itchy or watery eyes, and sneezing. 
"Typically, with allergies, you're not going to 
have a fever. They will have some sneezing, 
probably sinus pain or pressure over the 
eyes, over the cheeks or over the 
forehead," said Iguobadia. 
She says some symptoms do overlap, 
including fatigue and headache. "Patients 
that I see here at the clinic, runny nose, 
nasal congestion, sometimes sore throat, 
and cough. We want to make sure that your 
runny nose and congestion are not just 
allergy symptoms," she said. Dr. Iguobadia 
suggests taking allergy medicine if your 
symptoms seem to match your typical 
season allergies. If that medicine does not 
work, she recommends getting tested for 
COVID-19. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Special Report 3/3 3:30pm 15 minutes Live coverage of Governor Brian Kemp’s 
press conference on COVID-19 vaccine 
distribution in Georgia. Georgia Department 
of Public Health Commissioner Dr. Kathleen 
Toomey and Georgia Emergency 
Management and Homeland Security 
Agency Director Chris Stallings also spoke at 
the press conference. The Governor 
announced five more mass vaccination sites 
in the state, including one in Sandersville. 
 

13WMAZ News 3/3 5pm, 6pm, 
 
 

3 minutes  Reporter Molly Jett looked at how medical 
students with Mercer University’s School of 
Medicine are helping to administer COVID-
19 vaccines. South Carolina native Jessica 
Hall says she has always known she wanted 
to go into medicine, because she grew up 
around her mother Cassandra, who battled 
breast cancer. "That kind of was my initial 
interaction with physicians, as that was our 
daily life," said Hall. "Then that turned into 
college, and I continued to volunteer." And 
now, as a first-year medical student, she is 
volunteering at Coliseum and witnessing 
people get vaccinated. "It was such a 
lifechanging moment for her, to walk in and 
be able to get that vaccine; and then she 
shed a tear. Then I was like 'Okay, I am 
going to cry with you,'" said Hall. Former 
EMT, Mercer Medical student Kyle Wicker is 
also stepping up to the challenge with 
Atrium Health Navicent. "It certainly is one 
thing to hear everything from the news, to 
hear the vaccine going out and being 
distributed, but it's a whole different ball 
game to see people and to just talk to 
people in the community, thanking you," he 
said. Hall and Wicker wouldn't have been 
able to do this if it weren't for learning how 
to, behind the scenes, in class, with 
Associate Dean of Academic Affairs doctor 
Jimmy Colquitt. "This is an expression of 
their heart to help others, and I get to be a 
part of it," said Colquitt. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

13WMAZ News 3/3 5pm, 6pm 3 minutes Katelyn Sabater reported on the one-year 
mark since the first case of coronavirus was 
confirmed in Georgia. She interviewed local 
medical professionals to get their reaction. 
Chief Medical Officer at Houston Healthcare 
Doctor Dan Stewart spent the past year 
studying the best treatments for COVID-19 
patients. He then shared that information 
with doctors. “It was also scary, cause we 
really were shooting in the dark in those 
first few days,” said Stewart. He compared 
the first few months to war time. “This is 
what we train for, but it's still stressful and 
you're putting your lives on the line too,” he 
said. Doctor Jennifer Hoffman specializes in 
Infectious Disease at Coliseum Medical 
Center and works with COVID-19 patients 
directly. She also felt like it was her duty to 
show up, despite the risks. “This is my 
World War II. It's my moment for my 
generation of doctors to step up,” said 
Hoffman. 
In the beginning she says she felt helpless, 
because of the lack of information on how 
to treat patients properly. 
“All I could do is watch people suffer and 
hope they get better, and a lot of the times 
they didn't, that was hard.” 
Hoffman hopes her resilience despite the 
circumstances, will encourage her kids to do 
the same thing one day. 
“I'm proud of my contribution honestly. I'm 
proud of what I've done.” Coliseum Medical 
Centers’ ICU nurse, Holly Goodman, says 
she is also proud of her efforts.“Somebody 
needed to help fight for the patients,” said 
Goodman. 
Goodman says nurses have provided more 
than just medical care, but also emotional 
support. 
“You're a part of that family, and you suffer 
the loss right with them,” she said. It's why 
support from the community has made all 
the difference. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ News 3/4 
 

6pm 2 minutes A report informed the community that as 
COVID-19 cases decrease state wide, 
Atrium Health Navicent has updated 
its visitors policy. Before, patients could not 
have visitors. Now, Atrium Health Navicent 
allows each patient one visitor, in all of its 
hospitals settings.  Chief Nurse Executive 
Tracey Blalock says this is because the 
current number of COVID-19 
hospitalizations is the lowest they've seen 
since December. "So far it's been about a 30 
percent decrease in the last two weeks 
alone. I can tell you for all of acute care 
facilities within our system, we are around 
50," Blalock said. She says the hospital will still 

maintain safety measures to keep patients and 
family members safe. She encourages people to 
come visit their loved ones, if they can. "We do 
strongly believe that our patients not only need 
to see their family members, and their loved 
ones. This is a big part of the healing process 
and the getting better, not only for the 
patients, but their family members too." 
Blalock said. 
 

13WMAZ News 3/5 
 

5pm, 6pm, 
 

3 minutes   Wanya Reese reported on “Macon Mental 
Health Matters,” the name of a new 
initiative focused on improving mental 
health across seven neighborhoods in 
Macon-Bibb County. After a 16-year-old 
was shot in killed in Macon on Wednesday, 
13MWAZ learned this is one-way Macon-
Bibb County Mayor Lester Miller is dealing 
with crime. Licensed Professional Counselor 
Gloria Cisse, with the Southern Center for 
Choice Theory, is heading up the program. 
The seven locations will be: Booker T. 
Washington Community Center, Hispanic 
Community Center, Cherokee 
Heights/Bartlett Crossing, Rosa Jackson 
Center, Gilead on Rock Creek, Brookdale 
Warming Center and one near Bruce 
Elementary. "We're going to do a needs 
assessment, we are going to do focus 
groups, and spend some time talking to the 
people in those communities to get their 
input, their feedback on what they believe 
would be beneficial for them," Cisse 

said. Bibb County leaders say these services will 
help with things like conflict resolution, so 
people think twice before committing a crime. 
Cisse says therapy and more will help out. "We 
will have pop-up mental health activities, we are 
going to have drum-circles, we will have 
parenting (classes), we are going to have a lot of 
different activities in each community," Cisse 
said.  Cisse says she wants people to learn the 
end goal is that violence should not be the 
solution for conflict that arises.  The initiative is 
expected to run one year, and cost $600,000. It's 
being paid for using CARES Act grant funding, 

according to the resolution.  
 
 

https://www.navicenthealth.org/community/single_news/atrium-health-navicent-updates-covid-safe-visitor-restrictions?fbclid=IwAR36mtZ12RW3ENBlDvbl9MIzraKdG544ELWL-I9LeUchmN1eLEk2C4cc0dA


 

 

13WMAZ News 3/6 11pm 1 minute Coverage of the Open Air Health Fair 
Saturday at Heritage Oak Park in Perry. 
Healthcare vendors were there, including 
some mental health and nutrition 
specialists. There were also free tests and 
screenings available. "Lots of people have 
said 'I didn't know we had this person here.' 
So, just letting people know about the 
different businesses we have, and again 
showcasing this beautiful park, and also 
letting people know that we do have a free 
workout series that's going to be starting 
this month. This is kind of a sample today, 
that if you enjoy this, come back for the rest 
of the year," Anya Turpin said. 
 
 13WMAZ News 3/8 11pm 2 minutes Reporter Kayla Solomon looked at the 
difficulties one woman had scheduling a 
COVID-19 vaccine appointment. 13WMAZ 
has provided numbers to call and websites 
to go to to schedule a COVID-19 vaccine 
appointment, but what happens if you 
don't have a computer or you're having 
trouble getting through by phone? 
That's the case for 79-year-old Barbara 
Cross. "I've been trying for months now. 
You just get to the point of some days, I get 
up and it's like, 'Well, I'm not even gonna 
bother,'" says Cross. Cross turns 80 in May 
and lives by herself. She says she doesn't 
know the first thing about computers. 
"We're not used to computers and all of 
that. Don't get rid of the telephone, that's 
still important," she says. She says she's 
called every number she could find to try to 
schedule her vaccine appointment. "I've 
heard, 'Well, do you know a younger person 
with a computer? Do you know somebody 
that can do it for you?' and it's like, 'No, I 
wanna still be independent. I wanna be able 
to do it myself,'" she says, but Cross says 
she's at the point where she needs the 
vaccine and is willing to accept any help she 
can get. Julie Hall, director for the Area 
Agency on Aging for Middle Georgia, says 
they recently started helping people like 
Cross get their appointments scheduled 
through a partnership with Atrium Health 
Navicent. 
"So really, all they have to do is call our 
office, and if we need to be their hands and 
actually register them online, then we'll be 
their hands and register them online," she 
says. Hall says they can also arrange for a 
van to pick up people who are homebound 
or need extra assistance to get to the 
vaccine site.  
 



 

 

13WMAZ Special Report 3/10 2pm 20 minutes Live coverage of Governor Brian Kemp’s 
press conference on COVID-19 vaccine 
distribution in Georgia. Georgia Department 
of Public Health Commissioner Dr. Kathleen 
Toomey and Georgia Emergency 
Management and Homeland Security 
Agency Director Chris Stallings also spoke at 
the press conference. The Governor 
announced that people 55+ and people 
with high-risk conditions will be eligible to 
receive the COVID-19 vaccine starting 
March 15. Kemp mentioned early in his 
press conference that numbers continue to 
trend down in Georgia. He also emphasized 
that the elderly population is still a priority 
when it comes to vaccinations as 77% of 
COVID-19 deaths occurred in the 65 and 
older population. 
 

CBS News Special Report 3/11 8pm 30 minutes A CBS News Special Report covered 
President Biden's address to the nation 
marking the anniversary of coronavirus 
related lockdowns. 
 

13WMAZ Special Report 3/16 4pm 15 minutes Live coverage of Governor Brian Kemp’s 
press conference on COVID-19 vaccine 
distribution in Georgia. Georgia Department 
of Public Health Commissioner Dr. Kathleen 
Toomey and Georgia Emergency 
Management and Homeland Security 
Agency Director Chris Stallings also spoke at 
the press conference. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Special Report 3/23 4:15pm 20 minutes Live coverage of Governor Brian Kemp’s 
press conference on COVID-19 vaccine 
distribution in Georgia. Georgia Department 
of Public Health Commissioner Dr. Kathleen 
Toomey and Georgia Emergency 
Management and Homeland Security 
Agency Director Chris Stallings also spoke at 
the press conference. The Governor 
announced that all Georgians 16 and older 
will be eligible for the COVID-19 vaccine, 
beginning Thursday, March 25.  
 

13WMAZ News 3/29 11pm 2 minutes Reporter Kayla Solomon interviewed a local 
pharmacist about a campaign to encourage 
vaccinations. Scott's Healthmart Pharmacy 
is one of only a few independent 
pharmacies in Central Georgia that are 
offering both COVID-19 tests and now 
vaccines. Founder Dr. Wade Scott says 
there's now another issue he wants to 
tackle. "People have a lot of concerns about 
the vaccine. Is it safe? Will it give me the 
virus?" says Dr. Wade Scott, founder of 
Scott's Healthmart Pharmacy on Pio Nono 
Avenue He says a top priority is spreading 
awareness about the COVID-19 vaccines. 
"Too large of a percentage of the 
population is still hesitant about taking the 
vaccine," says Scott. The CDC says out of 
about 95 million Americans who have 
received at least one dose, about eight 
percent, or 4 million of those people, are 
Black. Scott says the disparity led he and a 
group of people to create a new 
organization, the Middle Georgia Council of 
Health and Wellness Disparities, and help 
develop its first campaign. "We got 
together, myself, Scott's Pharmacy, along 
with a group of ministers in the community 
as well as community leaders and said, 
'Hey, let's do something about it,'" he says. 
The video features prominent Black leaders 
from across Central Georgia who are all 
vaccinated. "If your pastor got on and says, 
'I got my shot,' if your local pharmacist says, 
'I got my shot,' oftentimes in the minority 
community, people that look like you are 
saying, 'You know, I got my shot and I 
survived,'" says Scott. Scott says the 
organization plans to feature the campaign 
on social media, TV, and radio to show the 
variety of people speaking up and rolling up 
their sleeves. According to the CDC, Georgia 
has administered more than 3.7 million 
vaccinations. 
 

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccination-demographic


 

 

13WMAZ News 3/31 6pm, 
11pm 

2 minutes A report that Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp 
signed three executive orders, one of which 
rolls back many of the remaining COVID-19 
restrictions in the state. ‘Executive Order 
03.31.21.03,’ is effective Thursday, April 8 
and will run through April 30. The most 
significant parts of that order are an 
elimination of the ban on gatherings and 
ending the shelter-in-place requirements 
for the elderly and medically fragile. It also 
reduces the remaining distance 
requirements at places like restaurants, 
bars, movie theaters, and group fitness 
classes. The order will also stop law 
enforcement from being able to close a 
business or other location for failing to 
comply with his executive orders. It still 
strongly suggests social distancing 
measures and wearing a mask to prevent 
the spread of COVID-19. The other two 
orders: one extends Georgia's Public Health 
Emergency until April 30 (this helps the 
state in acquiring PPE, vaccines and testing), 
and the second includes information 
allowing state employees to get their 
COVID-19 vaccination without using sick 
leave. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Local Issue: Military and Veterans  
 

Program Date Time Duration Description 

13WMAZ News 1/16  11pm 1 minute A report shared information that the Georgia Air 

National Guard Airmen from the 116th Air Control 
Wing at Robins Air Force Base were going to the 59th 
Presidential Inauguration in Washington, D.C. 
According to a release from the base, 116th Air 
Control Wing Airmen will join National Guard 
Soldiers and Airmen to "provide security, 
communications, medical evacuation, logistics and 
safety support to state, district and federal agencies 
through the presidential inauguration." The 116th Air 
Control Wing is made up of more than 1,450 Airmen, 
according to the release. 
 

13WMAZ News 2/12  6pm 2 minutes Wanya Reese filed a report that one part of the 
VECTR (Veterans Education Career Transition 
Resource) Center in Warner Robins turned into 
a vaccination site for veterans. The partnership 
with the Carl Vinson VA Medical Center is 
focused on getting more veterans 
vaccinated. Dublin VA Medical Director David 
Whitmer says so far 5,934 vets have been 
vaccinated or about 14 percent of the veteran 
population the Dublin VA serves. "In our in-
patient nursing home, the community living 
center, we've been able to vaccinate 76 percent 
of those patients, those veterans," Medical 
Director of the Carl Vinson VA Medical Center 
David Whitmer said. Veterans can schedule 
appointments in Bibb, Laurens, and now 
Houston County. With things ramping up, 
Whitmer says they are moving into phase 1C. 
"Those are veterans that are 65 and over, as 
well as veterans that are maybe younger than 
65 that have certain comorbidities, and our 
scheduling team is contacting those eligible 
veterans and letting them know when the next 
available appointment is," Whitmer said.  
That means vets under 65 with underlying 
health conditions can now get the Moderna 
vaccine from the VA. "It is so important for us to 
distribute this vaccine and those veterans who 
are eligible to take it take it," Whitmer said.  
 



 

 

13WMAZ News 2/15 6am 2 minutes Anchor Katelyn Heck interviewed Brigadier 

General Jennifer Hammerstedt, who took command 
of the Warner Robins Air Logistics Complex in July 
2020. She says a main area of focus the last six 
months has been maintaining high standards for the 
current work at the ALC while also planning for the 
possibility of new workloads and missions."We want 
to be ready for that future requirement, whatever it 
is," she said. "We want to be a place that can support 
that future fight, so we have to be good at what we 
do today so we can do that in the future." 
She leads a team of nearly 8,000 employees. She says 
she's confident they have enough people to handle 
any new projects and doesn't anticipate any major 
hiring pushes in the near future."What we're looking 
at right now is do we have the right mix of people," 
Hammerstedt said. She says with more technology 
integrated into the newer weapons systems, the WR-
ALC must have employees who can handle the newer 
models, but who also have experience with the 
current work being done on older models like the F-
15 and C-130. Both planes have newer models on the 
horizon and General Hammerstedt says that work 
will eventually come to Robins. Meanwhile, she says 
software work on base continues to grow at an 
exponential pace. She says she recently launched an 
effort to explore the training process to make sure 
employees are prepared and ready for the changes. 
She says new and continued partnerships with 
universities and businesses in central Georgia and 
across the state will be crucial in preparing 
employees for the work of the future. Work 
continues to make sure employees stay safe 
throughout the COVID-19 pandemic while still 
meeting their mission to get planes back to the 
nation's warfighters as quickly an efficiently as 
possible.She says while navigating through the 
pandemic has been a challenge, it did not have a 
significant effect on production rates, something Air 
Force leaders look at when determining which base 
is equipped to handle new work. This is General 
Hammerstedt's second stop at Robins. She was in 
command of the Aircraft Maintenance Group from 
2014 to 2016 before taking jobs at Hill Air Force Base 
in Utah and the Pentagon. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

13WMAZ News 2/19 5pm, 6pm 3 minutes  Sarah Hammond reported as A JSTARS crew made 

history at Robins Air Force Base as the first all-African 
American flight crew in the program's history 
launched on a training mission and honor flight. 
Captain Dewey McRae says he's been trying to 
gather a JSTARS crew of all African American 
members for years. 
"We always were short in a few crew positions," he 
says. Now, that goal has become a reality. 
"This is a dream. This is just an honor and privilege so 
the folks that will come behind us will see one day 
that it's OK to dream. It's OK. We see someone that 
looks like us, especially as you're growing up trying to 
find your way in life." Captain Andrea Lewis started 
as a flight attendant in the Air Force Reserves, but 
wanted to become a pilot to honor her late father. 
She made history two years ago as the first African 
American female pilot in the history of the Georgia 
Air National Guard. Now, she's making history again 
as the co-pilot on this flight. 
"When I made history a couple of years ago, I've 
always hoped that I was going to be able to be a part 
of an event like this, and so to have this happen 
today is really amazing," says Lewis. Senior Master 
Sgt. Tanisha Swift says she wants people to realize 
they can do anything they put their mind to. "I come 
from a background that wasn't so great. Crime-
ridden areas, lived in a horrible area growing up and 
neither one of my parents have high school diplomas 
or anything," she says. "Just to be able to be a part of 
a group of professionals that are great at their jobs, 
standing for something good, just trying to promote 
goodness and positivity in the African American 
community, which you don't always see at the 
forefront of everything, it's just awesome to be a 
part of that to show people that there is good out 
there."When she's not acting as the senior director 
technician for these missions, she's out in the 
community talking to the next generation. "I've met 
people that said they didn't know there were Black 
flyers in this community, so showing them, yeah 
there are," says Swift. "We can do it, we are doing it 
and that anyone can do it." 

 
 



 

 

13WMAZ News 2/21 11pm 1 minute An announcement shared that a Laurens County 
veteran celebrated his 100th birthday. Mr. James 
Richardson Senior greeted family and friends with a 
drive-thru-style birthday party. Richardson served in 
the United States Navy, has 8 kids, and at least 20 
grandchildren, according to his family. 
During the event, family and friends played music, 
gave Richardson gifts and got a plate of food at the 
end of the parade. Richardson's daughter says the 
entire family is grateful for Mister James. 
"They have lived and seen things that we will never 
live and see, they have a lot of wisdom, a lot to teach 
others, and we could learn a lot from them if we 
would sit and learn," Caroline Richardson said.  
 

13WMAZ News 2/23 6pm 2 minutes Suzanne Lawler profiled the connection between 
Willaim Smith and Heath Claxton. William Smith 
wrote down, in his own words, what he experienced 
overseas when he fought in Vietnam. 30 years later 
that poem is now a project between two men, and 
they both have a message to every person who has 
served in uniform. 
Heath Claxton wanted to hear every detail Smith had 
to share. Heath is a music man and Smith earned a 
Bronze medal while in uniform, recently the two 
became friends. "I was in Vietnam 1968 and '69, I 
served with the 25th infantry," Smith said. Smith, like 
a lot of veterans, suffers from post traumatic stress 
disorder (PTSD). But, he found comfort in crafting his 
words into a poem back in 1990.  "Once I read the 
poem, I said, 'That's a song!'" Heath said. 
The song is raw, it speaks of Smith's pain and the 
losses he endured when his friends never came 
home. 
The struggle is shared between the poet and the 
songwriter. "There's many veterans with a lot of 
stories, and, you know, we need to listen to those 
stories. They did give it all," Heath said. 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

13WMAZ News 3/4 5pm, 6pm 3 minutes Bre’onna Richardson reported that construction is 
underway at Robins Air Force Base, where they 
demolished a warehouse to make way for a new 
project. Charles Smith with Security Forces says the 
new three-lane gate will reduce traffic on Highway 
247, which is generally heaviest between 6 a.m. and 
noon. 
"We are designing and building a new commercial 
vehicle search pit that will enable us to get the 
average 200 vehicles that used to sit on Highway 247 
off the highway and onto the base, and in a more 
safe manner," Smith said. He says those vehicles will 
go through screening to ensure the safety of the 
base. Deputy Base Civil Engineer Louis Lilley says they 
partnered with the Army Corps of Engineers 
Savannah District for this project. Hensel Phelps 
construction group is doing the digging. Both Smith 
and Lilley agree there was a great need for this new 
gate. "This is going to be a great benefit. We're going 
to be able to speed things along and get people on 
base and access a lot faster than we'd ever been able 
to," said Smith. The project is scheduled to be 
finished by December 2021. Lilley says the project 
totals nearly $9.8 million. 
 
 13WMAZ News 3/26 6am 2 minutes Katelyn Heck reported on a new program between 
Robins Air Force Base and Fort Valley State 
University. Twenty years ago, Lakina Bembry and 
Shantoyia Adewunmi wandered the halls of Fort 
Valley State University as students. Now, they are 
employees at Robins Air Force Base working at 
ambassadors for their alma mater.Robins signed an 
agreement with Fort Valley State in November 
promising to help students while also getting to 
share resources. "We really did not want it to be just 
a piece of paper and a ceremony," Bembry said. 
So, she and Adewunmi went to work creating 
opportunities like networking events and mentoring 
sessions. "So you can see where the benefits of your 
work and your learning and how it can actually help 
the warfighter," Adewunmi said. Through those 
opportunities, students also learned they can do that 
in many different ways."The focal point was really 
computer scientists and building that bridge for our 
students," LuWanna Williams, Director of the Center 
for Student Engagement, said. "What we saw was 
that there was growth opportunities for areas 
beyond computer science." She says the program 
already expanded to students majoring in areas like 
business, math, and those looking for supply chain 
experience. Bembry says this partnership benefits 
Robins just as much as the students. So far, ten 
students have internships at Robins and four 
students have been hired to start their careers at the 
base. 
 



 

 

Local Issue: Economy  

 

Program Date Time Duration Description 

CBS News Special Report 1/14 7:18pm 28 minutes A CBS News Special Report covered President-
Elect Biden’s remarks on his COVID Relief Plan. 

 
 

CBS News Special Report 1/22 3:05pm 20 minutes A CBS News Special Report covered President 
Biden’s press conference on economic recovery. 

 
 
  
 

13WMAZ News 1/28 6pm 2 minutes Sarah Hammond interviewed a restaurant owner 
about the impacts of the pandemic and to 
Houston County’s Development Authority 
Director. Throughout the pandemic, the service 
industry has been hit hard. Gigi Tebbe, who owns 
Sushi Thai in Warner Robins, says they got lucky 
and were able to avoid laying anyone off.  "With 
everyone's help, we were able to make it work." 
In the beginning, she says they were expecting 
the worst. "The truth is, I had to call a meeting 
and I told them that I really cannot promise 
anything," she says. "People were crying and 
were scared. Everybody was scared." Warner 
Robins lost 3,000 jobs from December 2019 to 
2020 and ended the year with almost 75,000 
jobs. The unemployment rate reached 4.9 
percent in December, while a year ago, that 
number was 2.8 percent. Looking a little farther 
north, Macon lost 1,600 jobs from December 
2019 through last month.  "2020 has definitely 
been a challenge," says Angie Gheesling, Houston 
County's Development Authority Director. 
However, she says without Robins Air Force Base 
and industries like Frito Lay and Sandler in the 
county, those numbers could have been much 
worse. "For our manufacturers, we never 
stopped hiring -- hiring in a big way." She says 
right now, businesses are investing $400 million 
in Houston County with 1,900 jobs to go along 
with it. "We had a lot of pending announcements 
on the horizon that honestly have carried us 
through and will continue to carry us through for 
the next three years." According to the Georgia 
Department of Labor, the state has gotten back 
82 percent of the jobs lost at the beginning of the 
pandemic.  
 



 

 

13WMAZ News 2/3 
 

6pm 2 minutes Bre’onna Richardson reported on the planned 
Visitor Information Center and Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial Park off I-75. Mayor Randy Toms 
announced Monday that the city has secured 3.9 
acres. Toms says the next step is to hire a 
construction company.  
He says he couldn't wait to share the news. 
"Before the meeting started, I got a call from the 
broker that said, the land is good, the family's 
good with the land. We just got to do the legal 
part now. I asked for permission to be able to 
share that, because this is an exciting project that 
we've all been waiting to happen, and now we're 
here," Toms said. Marsha Buzzell, executive 
director of the Warner Robins Convention and 
Visitors Bureau, says this center will have a lot to 
offer. Toms says he hopes to have the center up 
and running within a year. He says the project 
will cost about $1 million. 
 
 

13WMAZ News 2/10 6pm 2 minutes Suzanne Lawler reported on pickleball and 
its economic impact in Macon. You'll see the 

courts at Tattnall Square Park filled up as a 
pickleball tournament comes to town this 
weekend. The folks at the Convention and 
Visitors Bureau say it should generate $199,000. 
It's not a lot when it comes to the economic 
sports pie, but pickleball is looking to get its slice. 
Joseph Garcia is a Mercer student. He and his 
friends took a break from the books to battle it 
out at the courts.  “I was surprised to see five 
other students who knew how to play pickleball,” 
he said. It's growing in popularity. Macon hosted 
one tournament last year and this year they've 
got seven on the books, including ones they had 
to bid for against other cities in Georgia. Paul 
Midkiff plays a key role in getting those big 
events to choose Central Georgia. “The newly 
formed Pickleball Association is going to hold 
their state tournament here in November,” he 
said. Midkiff says it's an easy sell because of our 
central position in the state and the fact that 
folks can bounce quickly to downtown. “Some of 
the bigger tournaments in Atlanta have 900 
players,” he said. The Convention and Visitors 
Bureau will have a better idea of how pickleball is 
growing in the area once they track this year’s 
tournaments. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ News 2/10 11pm 1 minute A report followed the announcement that a new 
terminal and hangar are coming to the Perry-
Houston County Airport. PRO Construction 
Company was awarded the contract for the 
project. The terminal will be 4,815 square feet 
and the hangar will be 11,700 square feet. 
Construction was started on the project last 
month. Project manager Charles Dejournett says he 

thinks this will really help the Perry community and 
give a boost to the economy. "I know they utilize the 
Macon airport. I think this will be an addition, another 

area for Perry -- you know, economic impact, being 
able to come in and bring additional companies 
to the area," said Dejournett. The project is 
estimated to be completed in the fall. 

 
 
 
 
 

13WMAZ News 3/4 11pm   2 minutes Ashlyn Webb reported that the latest attempt at 
an 'other local option sales tax' (OLOST) bill, 
which seeks to help Macon-Bibb County property 
owners, has taken a step forward in the Georgia 
General Assembly. "I think is a great chance, like I 
said, a lot of hard work has been put in by 
everybody all levels," Miller said. "The chances 
are good, but it's not guaranteed,"said Rep. 
Robert Dickey, the bill's sponsor. House Bill 575 

creates a special sales tax that in turn will cut property 
taxes.  This is at least the fourth attempt to get this 
penny sales tax through the assembly. In January, all 
commissioners voted to ask the local delegation to 
push the legislation through the General Assembly. 
This legislative session, their pitch is a 100% rollback 
beginning in 2023. That means they'll cut property 
taxes by the same amount that the county expects to 
collect through OLOST. With the proposed bill, Mayor 
Lester Miller and Rep. Dale Washburn says they’re 
estimating property taxes will be cut by about 7 mills in 
2022. According to Rep. Washburn, it’s expected to 
bring in $8 million for operational cost in the last 
quarter of this year. What would that mean for you? 
Right now, if you buy a taxable item in Macon-Bibb 
County, you pay 7 cents sales tax on each dollar. This 
tax would add on another penny. In turn, the county 
would lower property taxes. Mayor Lester Miller says 

this will help bring tax relief to property owners. "This 
will roll the millage rate back to a level we never seen 
in Bibb county, you looking around 12.2 on the millage 
rate, which is probably less than anywhere around 
here," Miller said.  And in turn, Miller says it will put 
more money in property owner's pockets. "We believe 
that savings they'll use will help to buy local which will 
help our economy here. We'll be more competitive to 
attract businesses," Miller said.  He told 13 WMAZ in 
January that about 70% of the county's sales tax is paid 
by people who live outside of Bibb County. "Even 
people that come to work in Macon-Bibb County, and 
may live outside our district, they don't pay taxes... but 
they use our roads and various services we have to 
offer," Miller said previously. Even if the bill makes it 
through both chambers this session AND is signed by 
the governor, the majority of Bibb County voters 
would have to vote in favor of the proposed 
referendum.  Rep. Washburn says it would have to be 
voted on again by Bibb County voters in five years. 

 
 



 

 

13WMAZ News 3/8 11pm 1 minute On March 8, Ashlyn Webb reported that the 
Georgia House of Representative passed the 
"other local option sales tax" (OLOST) bill  within 
the last two hours of Crossover Day, the deadline 
for a bill to pass one of the legislative 
chambers. The bill, sponsored by Rep. Robert 
Dickey, passed unanimously with 162 
representatives voting in favor. OLOST had to 
pass the House Monday night to survive this 
legislative session. 
 

13WMAZ News 3/5 5pm, 6pm 3 minutes Coverage followed an announcement on rural 
broadband by Governor Brian Kemp, joined state 
officials and Tri-County EMC at their 
headquarters in Gray. “Since our fight with 
COVID-19 began, alleviating the digital divide has 
only become more critical,” Kemp said. Kemp 
announced the partnership with Georgia’s EMCs 
just over a month ago in Atlanta. “It is so good to 
be here to see this happening where we can 
actually share with your citizens in this part of the 
state that it’s happening here too, so I’m 
honored to be here,” he said. The plan is to build 
a 1,600-mile fiber optic network, in order to 
provide broadband access to 22,000 Tri-County 
accounts. Tri-County has invested over $47 
million in this project, Kemp says.  It will provide 
high-speed internet with Tri-County to people in 
Bibb, Jasper, Jones, Morgan, Twiggs, Wilkinson, 
Putnam, and Baldwin counties. “I, not only, know 
about the need, I’ve seen that need myself,” he 
said. The rural broadband project was born out of 
a local level public-private partnership. “Just to 
make sure that these folks in our state have 
opportunity as well,” Kemp said. 
Kemp says the project beginnings are already 
underway, construction is set to start in May, and 
it should be completed in under two years. “As 
we speak, crews are working here in Jones 
county preparing for the fiber construction that 
will begin early this summer,” CEO of Tri-County 
EMC Ray Grinberg said. 
Kemp says they state is making other efforts. 
There is $40 million in its budget proposal that is 
dedicated to a rural innovation fund. It’s all about 
providing a pool of resources to empower 
businesses and entrepreneurs to start and 
expand in rural Georgia areas.   “Just to make 
sure that these folks in our state have 
opportunity as well,” Kemp said.  
 
 



 

 

13WMAZ News 3/10 6pm 2 minutes  Taelore Hicks reported on the economic impact 
of the Georgia High School Association Basketball 
Championship games in Macon. Vice president of 
marketing for Visit Macon Valerie Bradley says 
she's looking forward to the event for many 
reasons. "We are excited -- anytime we have an 
event that comes to Macon, it gives people the 
opportunity to come into the city and experience 
the event," Bradley said. 
It also brings Macon businesses more customers. 
"In previous years, we had estimated around a 
$300,000 economic impact for the city during 
that time over each of the days," Bradley said. 
She also says this year, they are unsure of what 
the economic impact will be, due to the 
pandemic, but they are still expecting a good 
crowd. 
"We are definitely anticipating increased traffic 
and business, but we'll know more once the 
event is over," Bradley said. Kaitlynn Kressin is 
the Director of Marketing for numerous 
downtown restaurants, and she says sales have 
been low since the pandemic began, so they look 
forward to big events such as this one to bring in 
more revenue. 
"When people come from out of town, they're 
looking for places to eat, they're looking for 
locally-owned restaurants to visit, so we really 
appreciate Visit Macon working so hard every 
day to bring these conferences and events to our 
town," Kressin said.  
 
 
 13WMAZ News 3/10 6am, 

Noon, 
5pm, 6pm 

5 minutes 
total 

Coverage followed the announcement that  
Congress approved a  $1.9 trillion COVID-19 relief 
bill. Many people will receive up to $1,400 
stimulus payments and the bill also extends $300 
unemployment benefits into September.  
 



 

 

13WMAZ News 3/15 6pm 2 minutes Bre’onna Richardson checked with two local 
businesses on the the impact of a third 
round of stimulus checks hitting consumer 
bank accounts. The story also interviewed a 
consumer. Steven Durham is the owner of 
Home Furniture and Mattress in Warner 
Robins. He says they've seen a big increase in 
demand for furniture. "The supply and 
demand thing kind of started as a snowball 
effect from the beginning of the shutdown 
and pretty much exactly a year ago. A lot of 
our factories were shut down for several, 
some of them several months. That created 
a backlog in factory orders," he said. Durham 
says quarantining, remote work, and virtual 
schooling likely explains the rise in business. 
He says you can save time if you buy 
something already in stock, but custom 
orders may take a while. "If a customer 
wants to change the fabric or change the 
pillows or anything like that," said Durham. 
Ben Evans is manager of Mobley Furniture in 
Perry. He is also seeing more business. "Just 
people wanting stuff, and they want it now. 
It's just they're ready to do it and they're 
ready to get it," said Evans. Both Durham 
and Evans say they are doing what they can 
to get ready for the next rush. "Now that the 
next round of stimulus checks is going out, 
we expect that to change a little bit," said 
Evans. "We're preparing our inventory we're 
preparing our warehouses. We're buying 
more we're trying to keep more on hand for 
our customers, so that way, when there is a 
demand and there is the rush of the 
immediate stimulus checks and things of 
that nature, that we can be here and be of 
service to people," said Durham. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ News 3/16 11pm 2 minutes Ashlyn Webb reported on the second round of 
the Paycheck Protection Program. She 
interviewed a local bank representative and a 
local business owner for the story. The Small 
Business Administration (SBA) began accepting 
applications in January for the second 
round. Robin Clark, the director of specialty 
lending at Planters First Bank, says they're not 
seeing as much of the "mad rush" during the 
second round as what they saw during the first 
distribution of the Paycheck Protection Program, 
but she says there's still a demand.  Speaking to 
business owners in Central Georgia, they say they 
are certainly are seeing the positive impacts of 
the second draw. It's almost been a year since 
Travis Jean Emporium owner Scott Mitchell 
closed his business for two-and-a-half months 
while much of the country was on lockdown. In 
that time, Mitchell says he applied for his first 
PPP loan of under $10,000.  
"I was denied probably something like 16, 17 
times just because banks didn't know how to do 
it. The direction was coming down in chunks and 
buckets, and it was not easily navigable," Mitchell 
said. Mitchell says he finally received his first 
draw in April of last year. Fast forward to January 
of this year, Travis Jean Emporium is back open, 
and sales were steadily returning to what it was 
before the pandemic, but Mitchell says he was 
still uncertain. 
"Numbers were going up. People weren't really 
getting vaccinated," Mitchell said.  So he applied 
for the business' second PPP loan -- also under 
$10,000. "It was a lot easier," Mitchell said. Clark 
says this time, the Small Business Administration 
has streamlined the application process and has 
different eligibility criteria for the second 
draw. The report included the criteria. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ News 3/29 11pm 2 minutes Kayla Solomon interviewed a downtown 
Macon business owner, who says the return 
of the Cherry Blossom Festival helped 
business. For Felicia Howard, the owner of 
Felicia's Cake Factory, it felt good to have the 
Cherry Blossom Festival back. "Didn't have as 
many people as we did in 2019 to show up 
because I think people are still a little 
hesitant on getting out, but there were a lot 
of people out," Howard said. "We had 
people coming in, I think I met someone 
from Texas, someone from Kansas and 
someone from Florida." Howard says she 
and her staff were all hands on deck to 
handle both the online orders and walk-ins. 
She says they also adjusted normal hours to 
be open all week. "We did the Founder's Day 
cake, which had a cherry and vanilla filling 
inside, and then we also did mini-cupcakes 
and everyone that grabbed one of the 
cupcakes on Founder's Day was really 
pleased with the taste of it," she said. This 
year, the Food Truck Frenzy happened on 
Third and Cherry Streets, right on the same 
street as her shop. "The area where we are, 
there's not a lot of businesses that are open, 
so having more foot traffic on our end was 
really helpful," Howard said. Despite the 
handful of events canceled by the rain, 
Howard says it was a successful week. "It felt 
like we were pre-COVID, having the people, 
seeing them out there, having the band live 
performing, it was really great. Just felt like 
things were prior to COVID," Howard said. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ News 3/29 11pm 2 minutes Ashlyn Webb reported on Senator Jon Ossoff’s 
visit to Macon where he talked about how the 
American Rescue Plan will impact people in 
Macon-Bibb County from vaccine distribution to 
the school system. Senator Ossoff saw dozens of 
people file through to get their vaccine during his 
tours of the Macon-Bibb County Health 
Department vaccination site. He says this site as 
well as many others in Georgia will have more 
support thanks to passage of the American 
Rescue Plan. The $1.9 trillion relief package 
included a $1,400 stimulus you may have already 
received, but Ossoff says money from the plan is 
also going toward vaccine production and 
distribution. "Our collective fight, as a state and 
as a nation, to defeat COVID-19 as well as our 
personal health and the health of our families, 
depends upon us making that decision right now, 
to make that appointment, and access the 
COVID-19 vaccine," Ossoff said. Ossoff says the 
plan will also provide $4 billion to Georgia public 
schools. Next week, Ossoff is scheduled to be 
back in Macon at Heritage Elementary School on 
Thomaston Road, talking more about the impact 
the plan will have. Then, another $8.4 billion will 
go toward state and local governments in 
Georgia. Ossoff says Macon-Bibb County alone 
will receive $77 million. "Those resources will 
support public safety, fire, EMS, public health and 
infrastructure," Ossoff said. Mayor Lester Miller 
says he discussed potential ways to use that 
money with the Senator Monday. "I think 
Senator Ossoff thought it would be a great use of 
our money to use towards things like housing, 
homelessness, small businesses, health and 
mental health issues we have in Macon-Bibb 
County,"  Miller said, "So we're looking forward 
to bringing that to our commissioners and 
putting forth an effort to make sure we use this 
money wisely over the next couple years." Mayor 
Lester Miller says they're still trying to sort 
through how they'll use the money. Miller says 
they are waiting on federal guidance on how to 
use it.  
 

 

 


