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Governor Jim Justice announced that students will not return to school buildings this 

year. 

But he said students should continue to learn off-site. 

“I have promised you over and over and over that I would not put you in a position that 

would be harmful,” Justice said. “The last thing on the planet I would do is put our kids 

in harm’s way. 

“We need to continue our distance learning. We need to continue feeding our students. 

And absolutely we need to graduate,” Justice said. 

Dale Lee, president of the West Virginia Education Association, said Justice made the 

right decision. 

“You had to look out for the safety and health of the educators and students,” Lee said 

on the telephone this afternoon. 

“We’re not at the point where we can still get into crowds. There’s no way you can social 

distance in a school building as much as you try.” 

Shortly after the Governor's announcement, WVSSAC Executive Director Bernie Dolan 

confirmed that high school sports for the rest of the academic year were cancelled.  It 

means the suspended high school basketball season is cancelled and there will not be 

spring seasons for baseball, softball, tennis and track & field.    

“We were already up against a pretty tight timeline,” Dolan said. “Even if we went in 

after the first of May, we were going to be really tight with a short regular season and a 

short postseason. We were waiting and hoping. In the back of our minds, we probably 

knew this was the answer that was going to come out.” 
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